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CITIZENSHIP 
 Namibian Citizenship Act
�	Namibian Citizenship Special Conferment Acts

CRIME, CORRUPTION AND POLICING 
 Criminal Procedure Act
 Police Act
 Anti-Corruption Act
 Prevention of Organised Crime Act
 Financial Intelligence Act
 Prevention and Combating of Terrorist and Proliferation Activities Act
 Whistleblower Protection Act
 Witness Protection Act

PUBLIC PROTESTS 
 Public Gatherings Proclamation
 Demonstrations in or near Court Buildings Prohibition Act
 Other statutes relating to public protests
� Intimidation Proclamation
� Powers, Privileges and Immunities of Parliament Act
� Labour Act
� Electoral Act

The Legal Assistance Centre hopes to expand this project  
with additional summaries in future, depending on  

public interest and the availability of funding.



What is this symbol? 

The illustration shows the “scales of justice”, which is a symbol that is often  
associated with law. It shows a piece of equipment used to measure how much 

something weighs, or to compare two things to see which one weighs more.

 If you put things that have different weights (like an elephant and a mouse)  
on each side of the scale, the heavier item will pull the scale lower on that side. 

If the things on both sides weigh about the same (like two elephants 
that are about the same size), the scale will stay level. 

 This kind of scale is often used to illustrate fairness in the law. 
It shows that each side of a case will be considered fairly by a court.  

It shows that the law and the courts are not biased, because this kind of scale works 
the same no matter who uses it and no matter who or what is being weighed.
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The sources of law in Namibia 
The Namibian Constitution is the Supreme Law of Namibia. All other laws must be in line with the 
Constitution to be valid. In addition to the Namibian Constitution, there are four sources of law in 
Namibia: 
(1) statutes, which are the laws made by Parliament or other legislative authorities
(2) common law, which is law that comes from court rulings in individual cases over time
(3) customary law, which is law that has developed over the years in different traditional communities

in Namibia
(4) international law, which is law that comes from international agreements between nations.

Statute law
Statutes are laws that have been passed by Parliament since independence, or laws that were passed 
by other legislative bodies before Namibia’s independence. Other terms for statutes are “legislation” 
and “Acts of Parliament”. Parliament can also make changes, called “amendments”, to statutes that 
have already been passed. Namibia has about 450 statutes, not counting the laws that Parliament 
enacts on the national budget each year. 

Rule of law 
Because everyone in Namibia must follow the law, it is important for everyone to know about the law. 
This is part of the “rule of law”, which is a vital principle in democracies. The rule of law means that 
everyone must follow the law regardless of how much or how little political or financial power they 
have. The rule of law can work only if Namibia’s laws are publicly available to everyone and applied 
fairly by independent courts.

The purpose of this publication 
The Legal Assistance Centre has started a project to provide short and simple summaries of some key 
statutes that affect many members of the public. Each summary will discuss the main topics covered by 
each statute, along with some background information and commentary. Each summary will highlight 
the points that seem to be of most interest to the public. We hope to gradually add summaries of 
additional statutes in future years. 

More information 
The summary of each statute can only include some of the issues it covers. The full version of every 
statute in Namibia is available for free on the LAC website at www.law.org.na. We update these statutes 
whenever Parliament makes changes. 

YOUR feedback
Please let us know if you find these summaries useful! Suggestions from the public on how we can 
improve them are always welcome.

Email: info@lac.org.na  SMS: 081 600 0098
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