LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

SPEAKER

Prof P. Katjavivi (Mr)

DEPUTY SPEAKER AND CHAIRPERSON OF THE
WHOLE HOUSE COMMITTEE

Prof L Kasingo (Ms)

THE CABINET MINISTERS

(21 March 2015 — Elected in terms of Article 133haf Constitution)

Dr S Kuugongelwa-Amadhila (Ms)Prime Minister)

Ms N Nandi-Ndaitwah

Mr P Ya Ndakolo
Ms P livula-lthana
Ms S Shaningwa
Mr J Mutorwa

Ms K Hanse-Himarwa

Dr A Kawana (Mr)
Mr C Schlettwein
Mr E Nghimtina

Mr | Ngatjizeko

Dr B Haufiku (Mr)
Mr F Kapofi

Mr U Nujoma

Ms D Sioka

Mr L Jooste

Dr O Kandjoze (Mr)
Mr B Esau

Mr J Ekandjo

Mr A INaruseb

(Deputy Prime Minister & Minister of
International Relations and
Cooperation)

(Defence)

(Home Affairs and Immigration)
(Urban and Rural Development)
(Agriculture, Water & Forestry)
(Education, Arts & Culture)
(Justice)

(Finance)

(Labour, Industrial Relations and
Employment Creation)
(Industrialisation, Trade and SME
Development)

(Health and Social Services)
(Presidential Affairs)

(Land Reform)

(Gender Equality and Child Welfare)
(Public Enterprises)

(Mines and Energy)

(Fisheries and Marine Resources)
(Sport, Youth & National Service)
(Works and Transport)



Bishop Z Kameeta (Mr)

Mr C Namoloh
Dr | Kandjii-Murangi (Ms)

Mr T Tweya

Mr P Shifeta
Mr T Alweendo

(Poverty Eradication & Social
Welfare)

(Safety and Security)

(Higher Education, Training and
Innovation)

(Information & Communication
Technology)

(Environment and Tourism)
(Economic Planning & Director
General of the NPC)

DEPUTY MINISTERS

(21 March 2015 — Elected in terms of Article 133haf Constitution)

Ms Manombe-Ncube
Ms M Hinda

Mr E INawatiseb
Ms C //Hoebes

Mr D Klazen
Rev A Kapewangolo (Ms)

Ms P Boois
Mr A Muheua
Mr S Simataa

Mr N Ithete
Dr P Mushelenga (Mr)

Ms A Tjongarero
Dr S Ankama (Mr)
Mr E Uutoni

Mr T Nambahu

Ms S Makgone

Mr B Mwaningange

(Office of Vice-President —
Responsible for the Disability Sector)
(International Relations &
Cooperation)

(Public Enterprises)

(Deputy Minister in the Office of the
Prime Minister)

(Urban and Rural Development)
(Poverty Eradication & Social
Welfare)

(Poverty Eradication & Social
Welfare)

(Labour, Industrial Relations and
Employment Creation)

(Information and Communication
Technology)

(Finance)

International Relations and
Cooperation)

(Sport, Youth & National Service)
(Fisheries and Marine Resources)
(Home Affairs and Immigration)
(Environment and Tourism)

(Urban and Rural Development)
(Defence)



Ms A Nghipondoka (Education, Arts and Culture)

Ms A Shiweda (Agriculture, Water & Forestry)

Dr Ndjoze-Ojo (Ms) (Higher Education, Training and
Innovation)

Ms L Shapwa (Justice)

Mr S Sankwasa (Works and Transport)

Mr B Swartbooi (Land Reform)

Mr D Kashikola (Safety and Security)

Mr Van Der Walt (Industrialisation, Trade and SME
Development)

Ms L Witbooi (Gender Equality and Child Welfare)

Ms J Kavetuna (Health and Social Services)

Ms K Shilunga (Mines and Energy)

Mr R /Ui/o/oo (Office of the Vice-President —

Responsible for Marginalised
Communities)
Ms L lipumbu (Economic Planning)

SECRETARY
Mr. J Jacobs

DEPUTY SECRETARY
Mr F S Harker

DEPUTY MINISTERS IN THE NATIONAL COUNCIL

Mr K Nguvauva (Works and Transport)
Mr T Diergaardt (Agriculture, Water & Forestry)
Ms H Nikanor (Veterans Affairs)

LIST OF MEMBERS AND PARTIES WHICH THEY REPRESENT

ALL PEOPLE’'S PARTY (APP)

Mr | Shixwameni (Party Leader)
Mr R Nauyoma (Chief Whip)

DTA OF NAMIBIA

Mr M Venaani (Party Leader)



Ms J Van den Heever (Chief Whip)
Ms E Dienda

Mr V Muharukua

Mr N Smit

NATIONAL UNITY DEMOCRATIC ORGANISATION OF
NAMIBIA (NUDO)

Mr A Mbai (Party Leader)
Mr M Jahanika (Chief Whip)

RALLY FOR DEMOCRACY AND PROGRESS (RDP)

Mr S Bezuidenhout (Chief Whip)
Mr Kavekotora
Ms A Limbo

REPUBLICAN PARTY (RP)

Ms C //Gowases (Chief Whip)
SWANU
Mr U Maamberua (Party Leader and Chief Whip)

SWAPO OF NAMIBIA

Prof P Katjavivi (Speaker)

Dr S Kuugongelwa-Amadhila (MgPrime Minister)
Ms N Nandi-Ndaitwah (Deputy Prime Minister)
Dr S Ankama (Mr) (Deputy Minister)
Ms P Beukes (Deputy Minister)
Mr J Ekandjo (Minister)

Mr B Esau (Minister)

Prof L Kasingo (Ms) (Deputy Speaker)
Ms J Kavetuna (Deputy Minister)
Dr A Kawana (Mr) (Minister)

Ms S Makgone (Deputy Minister)
Ms A Manombe-Ncube (Deputy Minister)

Mr N Mbumba



Mr C Schlettwein

Mr A Muheua

Mr P Mushelenga

Mr J Mutorwa

Mr B Mwaningange

Mr T Nambahu

Mr C Namoloh

Mr A 'Naruseb

Ms E !Nawases-Taeyele

Mr | Ngatjizeko

Mr E Nghimtina

Mr U Nujoma

Mr P Shifeta

Ms D Sioka

Mr T Tweya

Ms A Tjongarero

Dr B. Ndjoze-Ojo (Ms)
Mr E Uutoni

Mr P Van der Walt
Ms L Witbooi

Ms S Swartz

Ms S Shaningwa

Ms Hanse-Himarwa
Mr F Kapofi

Mr L Jooste

Ms L Mcleod-Katjirua
Dr | Kandjii-Murangi (Ms)
Mr T Alweendo

Mr H Hambyuka

Ms M Hinda

Me 'Nawatiseb

Ms C //Hoebes

Mr D Klazen

Rev A Kapewangolo (Ms)
Mr N Ithete

Mr P Ya Ndakolo

Mr S Shanghala

Ms A Nghipondoka
Ms A Shiweda

(Minister)
(Deputy Minister)
(Deputy Minister)
(Minister)
(Deputy Minister)
(Deputy Minister)
(Minister)
(Minister)

(Chief Whip and Deputy Chairperson
of the Whole House Committee)

(Minister)
(Minister)
(Minister)
(Minister)
(Minister)
(Minister)
(Minister)
(Deputy Minister)
(Deputy Minister)
(Deputy Minister)
(Deputy Minister)

(Minister)
(Minister)
(Minister)
(Minister)

(Minister)
(Minister)
(Deputy Whip)
(Deputy Minister)
(Deputy Minister)
(Deputy Minister)
(Deputy Minister)
(Deputy Minister)
(Deputy Minister)
(Minister)
(Attorney-General)
(Deputy Minister)
(Deputy Minister)



Ms L Shapwa (Deputy Minister)

Mr S Sankwasa (Deputy Minister)
Mr B Swartbooi (Deputy Minister)
Ms K Shilunga (Deputy Minister)
Mr D Kashikola (Deputy Minister)
Mr R /Ui/o/oo (Deputy Minister)
Ms | Hoffmann (Assistant Whip)

Ms L Nghaamwa

Ms A Sikerete

Ms J Kandjimi

Ms N Munsu

Mr S Karupu

Mr G Kasuto (Assistant Whip)
Ms A Kafula

Mr V Nekundi

Ms B Jagger

Ms E Nuyoma-Amupewa

Ms F Caley

Ms L Shinavene

Ms L lipumbu (Deputy Minister)
Ms L Namupala

Ms P Kavita

Ms R lipinge-Nakale

Mr L Katoma

Ms M Mahoto

Ms M Kandumbu

UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT (UDF)

Mr A 'Auxab (Party Leader)
Ms T Shikongo (Chief Whip)

WORKERS REVOLUTIONERY PARTY (WRP)

Mr S Fleermuys (Party Leader)
Mr B Kaapala (Chief Whip)

UNITED PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT OF NAMIBIA (UPM)

Mr J Van Wyk (Party Leader and Chief Whip)



APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT IN TERMS OF ARTICLE

32(5)(c) OF THE CONSTITUTION

Ms P Haingura

Dr Kawana (Mr) (Minister)
Dr B Haufiku (Mr) (Minister)
Dr O Kandjoze (Mr) (Minister)
Ms P livula-lthana (Minister)
Mr J Ekandjo (Minister)
Ms H Sibungo

Bishop Z Kameeta (Mr) (Minister)



NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS
WINDHOEK

09 FEBRUARY 2016

The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the
Affirmation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have three announcements to make. The
first one is to welcome all of you, Members of Rarlent, as well as
congratulate the newly elected Members of the Mati€ouncil. | wish
you strength and wisdom from above.

Having said that, allow me to recognise amongssalues — | was told
that the Founding President of the Republic of Nmaand the Father of
the Namibian Nation would be here — as well as\ioe-President of the
Republic of Namibia and the Former Chairpersorheffiational Council.

Honourable Members, | wish to announce that totiay0d" of February
2016, His Excellency the President of the Republidlamibia, Dr Hage
Geingob, will officially open the Third Session thie Sixth Parliament of
the Republic of Namibia.

Honourable Members, | now suspend the BusinesheotHbuse and ask
leave to go and invite His Excellency the Presidaeinthe Republic of
Namibia to the Chamber, accompanied by the Hondeigpeaker of the
National Assembly and the Chairlady of the NaticDalncil.

In the mean time please remain standing until the Ekcellency the
President’s procession enters the Chambers. ®eagr

BUSINESS SUSPENDED
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WELCOMING REMARKS

HON SPEAKER: Thank you, be seated. We begin with this imgoart
event. His Excellency Dr. Hage Gottfried Geingdtresident of the
Republic of Namibia and First Lady, Madam Monica inges;
Honourable Members of Parliament; His ExcellencyNickey lyambo,
Vice-President of the Republic of Namibia; Rightridarable Dr Saara
Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, Prime Minister; Honourable riyeret Mensah-
Williams, Chairperson of the National Council and Milliams; His
Lordship Peter Shivute, Chief Justice His LordsRptrus Damaseb,
Deputy Chief Justice and Members of the Judicibignourable Netumbo
Nandi-Ndaitwah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister International
Relations and Cooperation; Honourable Laura McLEatiua,
Governor of the Khomas Region; Honourable Gurifadymer Speaker of
the National Assembly and Mrs Guriras; Honourablssek Kapere,
Former Chairperson of the National Council and Mwadgapere; Your
Worship Mr. Muesee Kazapua, Mayor of the City ofndhoek; Your
Excellencies Ambassadors and High CommissionersMathbers of the
Diplomatic Corps; Distinguished Service Chiefs; MRB@osemary Jane
Katjavivi, my dear wife; Eminent Invited Guests;|llBez Namibians;
Media Practitioners; Ladies and Gentlemen;

On behalf of the Chairperson of the National Colynmyself and
Members of both Houses of Parliament, | would li&evelcome you all
to this Joint Session of the Official Opening ofIRanent, 2016.

| wish to take this opportunity to thank Honouralleide Kasingo,
Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly, for pregidover the first
phase of the proceedings of this opening of Padram

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, Article 6B3df the Constitution
states that “The National Assembly, as the principal legislatiauthority
in and over Namibia, shall have the power, subjec¢his Constitution, to
make and repeal laws for the peace and good
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government of the country in the best intereshefgeople of Namibia.”
These functions arepso factg also extended to the National Council
under Articles 74 and 75 of the Constitution of Republic of Namibia.
These Constitutional provisions include the oversignction of the two
Houses of Parliament, which is an important dimemsif our democracy.
This provides for checks and balances betweenhtee torgans of the
State — which is the hallmark of a true democraéyd ours, ladies and
gentlemen, is a true and vibrant democracy!

In keeping with the our oversight role, we in RParient fully support the
President’s call to use service agreements as ehberk upon which
senior officials should set targets and indicatofrsuccess upon which
their performance can be monitored and evaluatdddeed, this is
something that needs to be replicated in all ouowua structures!

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is a @artfonal requirement

that each year at the opening of Parliament, theetbrgans of the State;
The Executive, Legislature and Judiciary, are |ginh attendance.

Equally, in terms of Rule 15(d) of the Standing é&ubnd Orders of the
National Assembly, the President of the Republ&jveérs an Opening

Address to the Joint Session of Parliament. Trutaéodemocratic values
that are ingrained in our parliamentary systemaveestanding here today,
to re-affirm that long-standing tradition.

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, there areethhings | would
like to highlight during this official opening:

* Why the chosen theme;

» The coinciding of Opening of Parliament with Congton Day; and
* Why meet in the Parliament Gardens.

The theme of this Third Session of the Sixth Paréat is —“Striving

Towards Gender Equality and Raising Awareness AgainGender-
Based Violence.”Given the unacceptable level of gender-based wielen
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in Namibia, this theme will be our lodestar throaghthe year. It is
essential that the entire country is united agajestder-based violence.

The theme is also very befitting in the sense thatgoverning SWAPO
Party has, for the first time, a fifty-fifty gendeepresentation in the
National Assembly. This commitment to gender eityigderspective is
shared by other Political Parties in Parliament enequally shared by
many parliaments around the world. We should bmugrthat we are
ahead of many countries in the equal representatibrwomen in
Parliament. We need to deepen that commitmenthier @reas of society.
| take this opportunity to present to this Hou$es sculpture right before
us entitled’Helping Hands,’ by a local artist, Mr. Ismael Shivute, which
is symbolising our theme of the year.

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, as you avare the 9 of
February is the Constitution Day of the RepublidNaimibia, an important
Day in the history of Namibia. This year the opgnof Parliament has
coincided with Constitution Day. It is the respibilgy of Parliament to
uphold the Constitution of the country, therefotieis coincidence is
timely.

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, one may wowhy we are

meeting in the Parliament Gardens. The answedni®as to many of us.
With the increase in the number of Members of Baréint in both Houses
of Parliament, it has become impossible to acconatdll of us within

the National Assembly Chamber during events thaigbiooth Houses of
Parliament together. Nevertheless, we are pletsédld this important

National event within the premises of Parliamenspie the obvious
challenges we face in this regard.

Of course, this brings us to the need to have getamand more
appropriately designed Parliament Building. As Haen indicated
before, the proposed new Parliament Building widlate a better working
environment where both Houses of Parliament cankwefficiently

together.  Furthermore, Members of the National efAgdy have
increased from 78 to 104, while those of the Natid@ouncil have

11
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increased from 26 to 42. As a result of this, wso dave a deficit of

office space for the Parliamentarians and suppaft, &s well as a lack of

secure vehicle parking slots. Therefore, we caesoape the need for an
appropriate National Parliament building in lineglwother key institutions

of vital significance to national governance in twoaintry.

| now have the honour and distinct pleasure to ténwou, Your
Excellency, Dr. Hage Gottfried Geingob, Presidehtthee Republic of
Namibia, to deliver your address for the openin@afliament.

Your Excellency, | now have the honour and distpletasure to, in terms
of Rule 15(d) of our Standing Rules and Orders,iténwou, Your

Excellency Dr Hage Gottfried Geingob, the Presidenthe Republic of
Namibia, to deliver your address for the OpeningPafliament. Your
Excellency, you have the Floor.

OPENING ADDRESS

HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT GEINGOB : Speaker of the
National Assembly, Professor Peter Katjavivi; Cparson of the National
Council, Honourable Margaret Mensah-Williams; Righionourable
Prime Minister of the Republic of Namibia and Leadé Government
Business in the House, Right Honourable Doctor &aarugongelwa-
Amadhila; Leader of the Official Opposition, Honablte McHenry
Venaani; Honourable Members of Parliament;

Now that | have recognized the official role plas/ér the Legislature, let
me also acknowledge some of our distinguished edviguests to this
occasion.

Vice-President of the Republic of Namibia, Comradiekey lyambo;
Your Honour Chief Justice, Peter Shivute; Madamd<ati; Mr.

12
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Williams; Madam First Lady; Distinguished Servicehi€fs; Your
Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic Corps; Mensbof the media;
Ladies and Gentlemen;

As per common practice in Commonwealth Countriesam deeply
honoured to open the Third Session of the Sixthliddaent of our
Republic.

As you may be aware, exactly one week ago on ffief Eebruary, |

presented my first address to Cabinet this yeat,l@nso doing opened
the Executive Branch of our Government. Laterhe same week, |
addressed the Judicial Branch of our Governmenihetopening of the
2016 Legal Year at the Supreme Court.

Today, | am here to complete tHeinity” by opening the Legislative
Branch of our Government.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Chairperson, itoicoincidence that
“trinity” or in other words the three organs of State foncperfectly in
our country. Indeed the Executive, Legislature andiciary encapsulate
the separation of powers in our Republic. Thisthe pride of our
democracy.

Today, in this country, we are also witnessing heottrinity,” which
symbolizes just how far we have come as an indegrerehd democratic
nation. We have the Founding Father of our Repul@iomrade Sam
Nujoma. He is the man who led the fight for Indegence and laid a
solid foundation of our Namibian House. This ie fbundation of peace,
security and democracy that we enjoy to date. s wucceeded by
Former President Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba wiabilsted the
situation, solidifying and consolidating our peace.

They have been followed by me, the newly electad tPresident of
Namibia, who has been charged with the resporsibdf bringing
prosperity to the people. There are not many camin the world where
one can witness all former Heads of State anduhect President living
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peacefully in the same country and working togethEnat is how we are
building the Namibian House.

The trinity continues. Comrade Speaker, you aeetliird Speaker of the
House, following on from our First and Founding &ger, Comrade Mosé
Tjitendero — May His Soul Rest in Peace. He laig foundation of this
House. He was followed by another illustrious ®bMNamibia, Comrade
Theo-Ben Gurirab and now you, Comrade Speaker.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Chairperson, whilethe issue of
“trinities” , let me turn to an issue which has been ablazooial media,
namely the new Parliament building. | have recgimemerous messages
from people imploring me to halt the constructidrihe building.

In this connection let us all be reminded of th@asation of powers
between State Organs which | alluded to earliartetms of this, each of
these State Organs has to act independently, atdstlyood because it
provides for checks and balances in our democrdaay.underscore this
point, the Executive cannot interfere in the Legjiste, just as the
Legislature cannot interfere in the day-to-day apens of the Executive
or the Judiciary. This separation of powers degdhat the building of a
new Parliament is a matter of the Legislature ant ax matter of the
Executive.

Therefore, calls for the abandoning of plans tddai new Parliament
building should be, if at all, directed to the Syeraof Parliament and not
to the Presidency.

Furthermore, | have noted with concern that somehete calls are
emanating from some Honourable Members of Parliam&hus, perhaps
there is a need for an open debate on this mattdrei Parliament. That
being said, | would like to note that since Indegerce, Government has
always prioritised developmental issues.

That is why the bulk of our budgetary resources, d&ays and continues
to be directed towards the Education and HealthoBec
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Construction of buildings that are symbols of kagtitutions has never
enjoyed priority over developmental objectives. aflls why the new
State House and the Supreme Court were constroctgdtiwo decades
after our Independence.

In the context of preserving our Constitutionalues that we are lauded
for in the International Community, three thingse aof importance,
namely processes, systems and institutions. \W\aleibia is leading in
this regard, let me briefly elaborate on these &mental concepts.

Firstly, we need processes that are inclusive amasparent. We need
processes that will instil confidence in our denaggr and that will

minimize the risks of rumour mongering and conspirégheories. For

instance, our electoral processes must be trandpane above board so
that those who lose elections admit that they Haeen defeated in a
transparent way and do not complain and run tcCingrts.

We want to achieve the same with regards to outeigémg system. That
is why we have cancelled tenders, due to procemsgégrocedures that
were questionable.

Secondly, we need robust systems that will endwaedervice delivery is
not compromised. For instance, if there is a dspegarding election
results the system must remain intact and the @uddrvice should
continue to deliver goods and services to the @eopl

Thirdly, when all else fails, we need strong ingtans that will have the
final say. An example of this is the infamous 2Qfflted States election
between Former President George W. Bush and thee-Riesident Al
Gore when there was a dispute regarding the caymtirballot papers.
Despite the furore, President Bill Clinton wasl stiloffice and there were
no armoured vehicles in the streets. The procésseaunting was
transparent and televised for all to withess. Wheénelse failed, the
matter was taken to the Courts, Al Gore, havingirexl more popular
votes admitted defeat to President George W. Baghe latter had won
using the Electoral College System which is unitputhe USA.
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Similarly, when we quarrelled about election resttillowing the 2009
elections, the systems continued to function smipatiile the challenge
was taken to the Court. That is what | am talkatgut when | say we
need processes, systems and institutions to peesmiv constitutional
values.

| had the opportunity, last week to, Judicial yemhngere | reaffirmed my
unwavering commitment to protect the independeifitkenJudiciary.

| am glad that | am standing here today to openadribe most important
legs upon which our democracy rests, namely ouraPaent.

As we are gathered here in Parliament — the ulansgtmbol of our
commitment to democratic rule — we must bear indrtimat without a
collective spirit, in which we look out for eachhet and the wellbeing of
each and every Namibian citizen, we can never gehireie democracy.

Therefore, when | refer to the spirit Barambeeit is not a mere slogan,
but it is a call on the people of this Nation tooptlan ethos of unity,
devoid of selfish ambition, and to pull in one diten for the sake of
National prosperity.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Chairperson, thenmmuch for us to
celebrate, 26 years after Independence.

Our democracy has withstood several challengescantinues to be a
beacon of hope and motivation, not only on the @siini continent, but in
the world as a whole.

Our democracy provides a solid foundation on whigh can build a
Nation of peace, unity and prosperity. We are \&elare that democracy
alone is not the panacea to hunger and povertys i$twhy | have said
and continue to say that the people do not eat deog. As elected
representatives of the people, our responsib#itipiensure that we make
use of our democratic platforms to actualize theirasons of the
electorate.
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Honourable Speaker, Honourable Chairperson, the 2645 can be
described as a call to arms. It was the year ichvias President, |
endeavoured to rally the Nation behind a sharedoNishrough themes
such asWar on Poverty, War against corruption, No NamibMuost feel

left out and Harambeel am certain that by embracing these themes and
applying them to our policy making decisions, olag @ve will be able to
eradicate poverty.

In 2016, it is time to turn words into reality,i¢t time to implement and
therefore | refer to this year as tiear of Implementation The eyes of
the Nation are on us. | repeat, the eyes of theNare on us.

As the Legislature, you have a key role to plagun development efforts.
You represent the platform of inclusive politicabhldgue and national
debate and are, therefore, crucial in spearheadiMgmibia’s
developmental agenda.

At this juncture | would like to commend the Membef Parliament for
the work done last year. Many of the laws thatengaissed by Parliament
have gone a long way in improving the livelihoods aur citizens.
Congratulations for your good work.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Chairperson, | woold like to focus
specifically on the issue of poverty and the rolkat tParliament can play in
the war that we are waging against this crippliogusge.

As Parliament, you represent the voices of the poorthe disadvantaged
people. | would like to quote Article 45 of the mi#ian Constitution
which says, “The Members of the National Assembly shall be
representative of all the people and shall in thefgrmance of their
duties be guided by the objectives of this Congiity by the public
interest and by their conscience.”

Therefore, every day you come to Parliament, youycwaith you the

hopes, fears and dreams of hundreds of people adioupon you with
the expectant hope that you will speak and arguein behalf, guided
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by the Namibian Constitution, their interest andiryconscience.

Having spoken of the Constitution, since today ams€litution Day, let us
pause and thank the founders of our Republic forngagiven us a
splendid Constitution. | am glad to see many ofl yere today, who
spearheaded the process, and | am proud of haeeg Ghairperson of
the Drafting Committee. In the same vein, let roenawledge the efforts
of one of our citizens, Mr. Chris Jacobie, who &nandily fought for
this day, Constitution Day, to become a nationay.daSo, happy
Constitution Day.

As we are commemorating Constitution Day, we mager the level of
debate. We must look at the way we can strengboernnstitutions. For
one, the debate should not focus on trivia. Raithehould be directed
towards improving the democratic institutions thad so dearly hold in
our hearts. This is what so many Namibians fofight

In this regard, there is yet anotHéiinity” | would like to refer to. On
this day 48 years ago, a stalwart and icon of ouuggle for
independence, Comrade Andimba Toivo Ya Toivo wadeseed to 20
years imprisonment to be served at the infamou$&olisland Prison. It
was at this trial where he famously saidWe are Namibians, and not
South Africans. We do not now, and will not infilieire, recognise your
right to govern us; to make Laws for us, in whiah lwad no say; to treat
our country as if it was your property and us ayoll are our masters.
We have always regarded South Africa as an intrudeour country.
This is how we have always felt and this is howfee¢ now and it is on
this basis that we have faced this trialMoving words indeed.

It is due to the steadfastness and courage of sieeeh as Comrade Ya
Toivo, that today we can celebrate living in anepéendent Namibia,
where we govern ourselves and make our own laws.thdrefore,
congratulate this icon for his strength of chanaated courage.

Today is also a day we recognize the maternityushdmity, our women.
Under the Constitution of the Republic of Namibie are all obliged to
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protect and defend human rights and the liveslaiwal people, especially
the rights and lives of women and girl children.e Wherefore, recognize
the important role played by women who are theagsllof strength on
which our Nation rests. In this regard, as we gece the importance of
our women, let me take this opportunity to condedeuthe newly elected
Chairperson of the National Council, Honourable &émet Mensah-
Williams.

This represents anotheimity, as we celebrate Constitution Day, the same
day one of our icons who fought for the principtescapsulated by the
Constitution was sentenced to prison and the saayeng@ acknowledge
our first female Chairperson of the National Colnci

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Chairperson, becaisevhat |
mentioned above, | have a strong belief in our Gan®nal Democracy
for; we have seen that when citizens lose hopehair tconstitutions,
institutions and in elected officials, they plateit hope elsewhere and
this is usually to the detriment of peace, soliyaaind national unity. We
should, therefore, ensure that our Parliament isnatitution where the
voices and preferences of the people, especially pbor, should be
represented. In this year of implementation, ouarli@nentary
Committees will have their work cut out in investilng several poverty
related issues and in monitoring and evaluatingpmlicies and national
development plans to ensure that they are haviegiésired effect in the
wider war against poverty.

| have great faith and belief in your ability torga out these vital
responsibilities.

| am encouraged by the fact that you will be deigatbn a number of
crucial Bills during this Session of Parliament angst them being:

Appropriation Bill

Agronomic Industry Bill

Business and Intellectual Property Bill
Child Justice Bill

PN PE
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5. Estate Agents and Property Developer Bill
6. Land Bill

7. Marital Property Bill

8. Namibia Industrial Development Agency

9. Property Valuers Profession Amendment Bill
10.Whistle-blowers Protection Bill

On the issue of whistle-blowing, as an avid fodtbapporter, | have seen
many referees oiwhistle-blowers” blowing wrong whistles. Those that
watched the recent match between Chelsea and Mstechdnited can
attest to this. So let us ensure that when we l@dowwhistles, we blow
for the right reasons and not to settle scores.

The Bills | have just listed are crucial in ouraets to combat a number of
burning issues that we are currently faced witmelg; poverty, violence
against women and children, inability of local epiteneurs to participate
in the business market, rising cost of housing @amalvailability of land. 1,
therefore, urge you to debate these Bills knowihgt tyou are not
speaking on your own behalves, but on behalf ofcthwntry’s poor, the
country’s young and old and the country’s womenn raed children.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Chairperson, my naeénhere today is

not to delve into the policies of Government angravide account of our
achievements or shortcomings. That task | shatycaut during my State

of the Nation Address. Let me, however, just stimienow, that the State
of Our Nation is sound. We have a growing andadlsteconomy, and
we continue to be favourably rated by internatiaming agencies. Just
recently, Namibia stepped up ten places in the upbion Perception

Index rankings by Transparency International anduisently ranked as
the 4" least corrupt country in Africa.

Unlike what some wanted to portray, the Namibiarvé&oment is not
broke. To the contrary, we are a credit worthyidiaand the long-term
outlook for Namibia is positive. This Governmenitlwontinue to build

on the legacy of fiscal discipline and prudence thas built over twenty-
five years. Furthermore, within less than one yearhave demonstrated
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that we mean business when it comes to povertyaaiaah, promotion of
transparency and building an inclusive Namibian $¢éouThis assertion is
supported by the following actions.

We have significantly increased the old age pensamset declarations
took place; ministerial declarations of intent gredformance agreements
were released publicly; and a shared Vision is dogromoted. Finally
good progress was made with the development of Hagambee
Prosperity Plan that will be released during theteSof Nation Address.

Today, | am here to mainly encourage the Legistabyr saying; let us put
aside personal differences and the desire to sttlees. Let us think of
our people.

Let us think of the poor and pull together as oaepte in one direction
with one goal — prosperity for all.

In this regard, let me share with you a quote nderancois Cope who
said, “I invite everyone to choose forgiveness rather nthdivision,
teamwork over personal ambition.”

Let us adopt the spirit inspired by these words lamdy the hatchets of
hate and distrust and choose forgiveness, choosetk as one team,
team Namibia, in the spirit oHarambeeand put aside our personal
ambitions for the greater good of the Nation. thet Parliament of the
Republic of Namibia be the representation of trdeacAn democracy in
the 2%' century. Let this Parliament be the foundatiorthaf Namibian
House.

Now | have great pleasure and honour to declard linel Session of the
Sixth Parliament of our Republic officially openMay you all have a
productive and successful Session.

Long live the Republic of Namibia, Long live theridaof the Brave. |
thank you.
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HON SPEAKER: Comrade President, thank you for that fulsome
address, full of substance and helpful hints fog tdlembers of this
Parliament, delivered with a personal touch and,ussal, sense of
humour. Thank you indeed.

| now invite, Honourable Margaret Mensah-Williantise Chairperson of
the National Council to deliver a Vote of Thanksh@half of Parliament.

VOTE OF THANKS

HON CHAIRPERSON OF NATIONAL COUNCIL : Thank you very
much, Honourable Speaker. Your Excellency Dr Hagéfried Geingob
and our First Lady Madam Geingos, Right Honour&hidickey lyambo
and Right Honourable Doctor Saara Kuugongelwa-AmadhChief
Justice, | would like to further stand on the drigt Protocol as
established by His Excellency and the Speakeregdokcause it is very
hot in here.

It is a great honour and privilege to extend owategful thanks as the two
Houses of the Namibian Parliament to the Head afeSHis Excellency
Dr Hage Geingob for his powerful and encouragirageshent, made just
few minutes ago. | assure you, Your Excellency Gute President, that
all the Members of the two Houses of Parliament jeih hands to meet
the emerging challenges and will contribute towaedsuring that the
Laws that we are making are dynamic, responsive samgitive to the
needs of the citizens of the Republic of Namibialinour strengths that
we would receive from God in the spiritidarambee.

Comrade President, we thank you for your valuaddelérship at all times,

your continued guidance and encouragement thataiwlhys give a new
impetus to our work. | deem it imperative thatlRanent always work
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together to ensure that the democracy of our cgusmfealously guarded.

As Members of the two Houses of the Namibian Pawdiat we shall
intensify our efforts in nurturing our democracydaensuring peace,
national unity and prosperity. We have indeed nakete of all you have
said and will ensure Your Excellency that not omlges Parliament
remain the heartbeat of our democracy but will cw to play its role as
an institution that fosters transparency, accdggibaccountability and
effectiveness. On this Constitution day we pletiydorm part of the
Namibian House and we shall ensure, Your Excellenthat all

development projects shall be implemented and Liayedemented to the
letter and spirits.

As lawmakers we will continuously engage the citizen the work of
Parliament for outreach programmes, public heariagd Committee
visits to all 14 Regions of the country so that Debates and the resulting
Laws and Policies reflect the well and aspiratiofghe citizens of the
Republic of Namibia. Through these outreach pnognas, Your
Excellency, and other activities Parliamentariares leeld accountable by
the electorate. | personally like this year sedictvis; Striving Towards
Gender Equality and Raising Awareness Against GenBased
Violence The theme is addressing two of the most presssugs that we
are faced with today as a country. As lawmakerdhane to ensure that
gender equality is strengthened.

The National Assembly also deserves to be commenadédindirectly,
therefore, SWAPO Party and all the other Oppositi®arties who
contributed to an immense increase in the Natié&isasembly. Therefore,
we would like to take this opportunity to congratel the National
Assembly.

The National Council has improved from 7 to 11 waomieut more still
need to be done. However, we are thankful thathferfirst time a female
is at the head of the Institution at the Nationaui@cil. On the issue of
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Gender Based Violence Parliament and Civil Soqidys a vital role in
ensuring that their partnership is strengthenege@ally in combating
gender-based violence and work together with oorroanity.

Furthermore, | wish to express our warm appreciateven though
unfortunately they could not make it here today Hts Excellency
Comrade Sam Shafiishuna Nujoma, the Founding Fathiire Namibian
Nation and Leader of the Namibian Revolution, and former President
Honourable His Excellency Comrade Hifikepunye Pobamur former
President. We thank them that they are alwaysetierguide us in
Parliament when we call on their wisdom. We sath&am and we would
like to take our sworn commitments today that wallstrive to always
ensure that the Namibian Parliament is one of éxoet.

May God the Almighty continue to bless you as weftam your wealth
of wisdom. My further vote of thanks on behalf lwéth the Speaker,
myself and the Members in both Houses goes to Higldhip Peter
Shivute Chief Justice of the Republic of Namibia 4o the Members of
the Judiciary for your continuous positive supptot the work of
Parliament.

Similarly we wish to thank you, Your Excellency Aagsadors and High
Commissioners and Members of the Diplomatic Corfus, always
embracing the occasion, every year, with your preseand making our
day a success.

Finally, let me at this juncture take a minute ppreciate our wonderful
beloved spouses and families of the entire leagersh the country
starting from our very active, supportive and be#aufEirst Lady of the
Republic of Namibia Madam Geingos. The two fornkérst Ladies
Meme Pohamba and Meme Nujoma as well as the spotiseur

Honourable Speaker, Madam we appreciate your stipipairyou always
render to our beloved Speaker. Also to my beldwegband, Mr Williams
not Mensah-Williams, but Williams, thank you veryiah for your
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support. Then to the entire spouses of rank dedofi the rest of our
Members of Parliament and our beloved children fandglies, thank you
for being there during good and bad times and adwaling the brunt for
being the family members of politicians. Thank youthat.

| would also like to thank those special invitedegis of which His
Excellency has made mention of, one of our Foundiathers that in the
presence of Comrade Andimba Toivo Ya Toivo and alt beloved
invited guests. Thank you for your time and thgok for your wisdom
that you always render when we call on you.

Last but not least, great appreciation goes to Radiamentary staff,
Protocol and Security Services, learners for thand work and all those
performing artists. We appreciate all your hardkyespecially to our
beloved members of staff from both Houses of Pasiat for putting up
this tent that we have changed into an august Holikank you so much
for all the stress that you took from all of ughie leadership.

It is now my distinct honour and privilege to ireviall invited guests and
all of you ladies and gentlemen being here today ws to a reception
here in the Parliament Gardens on behalf of thealSgeand myself as
soon as the President and his entourage leave aeléer. May God
bless you and may you have a prosperous 201Gnktyou.

BUSINESS RESUMES

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. All that is left for messnply
to say that this particular Joint Session is adjedruntil further notice.
However, the National Assembly will resume its Bigsis tomorrow,
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Wednesday, the ¥of February 2016, at the usual time.

| will now ask the Sergeant at Arms to lead thecpssion as we leave the
Chamber, while the rest of you will follow as indied by the Chairperson
of the National Council. For that, thank you vemych.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:30 UNTIL 2016.02.10 AT 14:30
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS
WINDHOEK

10 FEBRUARY 2016

The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirnmatio

FILLING OF VACANCY

HON SPEAKER: Welcome back, | can see from your faces thatgreu
refreshed and ready to serve your people.

Honourable Members, | had been informed this afi@nnthat the United
Democratic Front has withdrawn Honourable TorkatMia Shikongo,
who will be replaced by Mr Themistokles Dudu Murarin terms of
Article 48(2) of the Namibian Constitution — | knowwnly yesterday, we
were praising ourselves how well we have done gathder equality.

Anyway, notwithstanding however we might feel abthég move, | now
call upon the Chief Justice to administer the QattAffirmation to Mr
Murorua. Let us hear them, please.

OATH AND/OR AFFIRMATION
BY NEW MEMBER

CHIEF JUSTICE SHIVUTE administers the Oath/Affirmation to the
Members.
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“I, ..., do hereby swear/solemnly affirm that | Wbe faithful to the

Republic of Namibia and its people and | solemmgnpse to uphold and
defend the Constitution and Laws of the Republiarhibia to the best of
my ability. (In the case of an oath:) So help noel G

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | now declare Mr
Themistokles Dudu Murorua a duly elected Membeithaf Assembly.

We extend our congratulations and, of course, halisady seated.
Welcome.

| now call upon the Sergeant in Arms to escort @teef Justice, of
course, with our thanks and appreciation for ayeh done.

ANNOUNCEMENT

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Members, | would like to inform ydat
a Workshop on Customary Law, the Constitution atatuory Law will
be held in the Conference Room C1 at the Parliafeihding, tomorrow,
from 08:30 and it will run during the course of ith@y. At the end of that
important event, there will be a book launch prowidus, and the country
at large, with a very important volume touching ©@astomary Law and
other related issues.

I, therefore, have the pleasure to invite you terdat this important event
as from tomorrow, Thursday, the™af February 2016. It is a workshop
and you definitely stand to benefit from the infation that will be
provided there.

Furthermore, Honourable Members, in view of thd fhat the President
of the Republic of Namibia, Dr Hage Geingob and@mairperson of the
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National Council, Honourable Margaret Mensah-Wilig yesterday
spoke about the female representation in the Paghdéary Structures of
our country; as many of you may recall, | noted féuet that there was an
omission to mention my successor, Honourable EviNjawases-Taeyele
— our current Government Chief Whip and | am tblat t if the records are
correct, she is the first female Chief Whip of Beverning Party since
Namibia acquired Independence.

May | extend the same congratulations and bestesjsiind this is, indeed

great in stride in our democracy. We should cotudgige her and wish her

well in her new position, although it might not bew, since she has been
running the show for almost a year now. Well dand congratulations.

HON SPEAKER: With that said and done, any Petitions? Repoits
Standing or Select Committees? Other Reports aerB? Notice of
Questions? Yes, Honourable Venaani.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 01:

HON VENAANI : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. |lnere
give Notice that on Thursday, the™8f February 2016, | shall ask the
Right Honourable Prime Minister and Leader of Gaveent Business the
following:

In view of the fact that irregular suspension arsinissal of State-Owned
Enterprises Chief Executive Officers without dueqass has become
common practice. Having also noted with conceat this practice has
contributed to creating the prevailing perceptioatour great Republic of
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Namibia is a nation where critical voices and fspeech are punishable
crimes, effectively rendering us a banana republan image we cannot
allow to stand and urgently need to fight against.

| ask the following pertinent questions and wishréonind this august
House that under Article 38 of our Constitutione tHonourable Member
is under oath and is required to provide truthfud accurate information.

1. Is the assertion true that there was never a NIRZddncil meeting
that tabled and deliberated on the performanchefdrmer Executive
Director, Professor Joseph Diescho, with a possinécome to
terminate his employment contract on the basis wfhsCouncil
discussion and resolution? If indeed such a mgdbtok place, may
the Prime Minister provide this august House with minutes of such
meeting and its deliberative outcomes? May then®Minister tell
this august House; what was the version of the legdxecutive
Director, Prof. Joseph Diescho, at the said megtinpdeed it took
place, as it would have been due process in accoedaith principles
of natural justice?

2. Is the assertion true that on 7 December 2015 f&m of Cordial and
Mutual Termination of Employment Relationship wasda to the
Executive Director and that he was given 15 hoorsadcept such
offer?

3. It is alleged that on the™8of December 2015, an agreement was
reached between the Council Chairperson Mr. Simaad the
Executive Director Prof. Diescho that a mutual estegnt would be
drafted by both parties to pave the way forward #rad neither side
would speak to and through the media — is thisraeat correct? And
if so, who gave or authorized Mr Simataa to acthesaccuser, the
prosecutor and the judge of appeal against a mutagiteed principal,
namely to refrain from media commentary pertaintogthis issue
while negotiations were still underway?

4. |s it true that the erstwhile Executive Directo™NiPAM Prof.
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Diescho never signed any Rental Agreement with @oyernment

agency, let alone the Office of the Prime Ministard in the event that
such rental agreement does exist; may the Primeéstdmavail such a
copy to this august chamber? Was the agreememhaiathe Office of

the Prime Minister (OPM) would advise Prof. Diescoo the

availability of any market-related rental propertywned by

Government and is it not true that such informatwas never
provided by the OPM to him?

5. Is it true that the Permanent Secretary in the Q#tl§ sought the
information regarding the rental property from taistry of Works
on the 18 of November 2015, and in a subsequent meetingdre?b
November 2015, this information was not availaldetie employer
nor the lessor of the property? Why is it thatyoplartial and
incomplete information was sent to Prof. Dieschotgieing to the
property, and then only at night via e-mail on 26vBmber 20167
When the Chairperson of the Council announceddiigré to pay the
rent at the meeting on 25 November 2015, he wasnmdssession of
the required information and he did not even knomatvamount was
to be paid. Do these acts, when viewed criticalbt, point to grima
facie motive to find reason to expel the Executive Dioedby any
means necessary?

6. Since when is expulsion the natural consequencanoemployee
failing to pay for rent or utilities? There is Bafent evidence of
senior Government officials who owed and continaeotve huge
municipal bills and are also behind on their hgosgments, especially
where a house was bought directly from Governmend yet their
jobs were never in jeopardy. Why did the Officele Prime Minister
or NIPAM fail to simply deduct what was owed to itihelirectly from
Prof Diescho’s monthly salary before paying it oveif the failure to
pay persisted over a prolonged period as is alleged

7. ls it true that a certain Mr. Theo Michael was &ndtill believed to be

a co-occupant of the said property? May the Pililn@ster explain
with reference to documentary proof, how the costdilities was
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divided between the two occupants? Was it by edémor meters and
should it be the latter, when were such metersiiest?

8. It is common cause that the Executive Director maisresigned and
furthermore, did not sign the offer of terminatieron what basis did
NIPAM pay out a large sum of money into the per$@tzount of
Prof Diescho in the absence of a mutual settlemaftt authorized
this payment without due process of the law andtvdeuld any
person construe this payment to mean? Was itysalaadvance or
was it for some other reason?

9. Is it further true that former Chairperson of NIPAdid now Minister
of Presidential Affairs, Honourable Kapofi and attdPAM Council
Members advised Prof Diescho to desist from writing weekly
column in the New Era newspaper known“Bgescho’s Dictum™?
This would imply that Government is prejudicing endividual by
reason only of him practicing his constitutionaght to freedom of
speech, which surely can never be the case in aatafic State. Is
this the motive behind the irregular and non-procaddismissal of
Prof. Diescho due to the argument tlHtHiere exists no SWAPO
Government, but a SWAPO-led Government?”

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Please submit your questions. Ilugzdn
Honourable Van Den Heever.

QUESTION 02:

HON VAN DEN HEEVER : Honourable Speaker, | give Notice that on
Thursday, the 18of February 2016, | shall ask the Minister of Urkznd
Rural Development, Honourable Sophia Shaningwdalt@ving:-
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During 2014 the Russian Federation, through the Mimistry of Foreign
Affairs, invited “young promising representatives of political, piahl
cultural, scientific and business circlesto partake in a“New
Generation” familiarisation visit to the Russian Federatior2015 so that
young Namibians who have professional and leadesbtiential can have
the opportunity to learn from their Russian coupdets on an all-expenses
paid trip. The task of nominating the participants then assigned to the
various Local Authorities.

My questions to the Minister are as follows:

1. | have it on good authority that some of the nominagsmitted by
certain Local Authorities were rejected. Giventthle potential
participants ranged from a wide variety of Sectorbiat were the
criteria set for identifying and evaluating the tahility of a given
nominee to attend this course?

2. What is the specific role of the Ministry when dnoes to liaising and
monitoring Namibia's participation in this course?

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Please table the questions. | catinup
Honourable !'Auxab.

QUESTION 03:

HON !AUXAB : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable Sgreak
| hereby give Notice that on Thursday,™@&f February 2016, | shall ask
the Honourable Minister of Agriculture, Water andré&stry, Honourable
John Mutorwa, the following questions.
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To boost Agriculture production in the country, Nhia signed an
agreement with China and Food and Agriculture Osgdion (FAO); an
agreement that was developed within the conted@A®D — China South-
South Cooperation Strategic Partnership.

1. How far has the Ministry progressed with the prtgeander the
Agricultural Cooperation Agreement that was sigime@014 between
Namibia, China and FAO?

2. Can the Minister share with this august House haanynNamibian
Agricultural Extension Officers benefitted from thigteen (15)
Chinese experts who came in the country as theltreduthe
agreement, in the areas of:-

a. Capacity Development
b. Technology Transfer
c. Soil and Fertiliser Management Skills Transfer.

3. Where exactly and in which Regions have these é&xpeen deployed
and which clear goals and targets have been s#idor to meet?

4. May the Minister appraise this august House how Nheistry has
planned to ensure that technical supervision anahelimes,
commitments, tasks and obligations as outlined sigtied in the
agreement are met and have been practically impltde

| so Move Honourable Speaker.

QUESTION 04:

HON !AUXAB : Honourable Speaker, | give Notice that on Thaysd
18" of February 2016, | shall ask the Honourable Méri®f Environment
and Tourism, Honourable Pohamba Shifeta, the faigwuestions.

The Constitutional mandate and provision, to emgusustainable
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environment for the benefit of all Namibians hasrbegiven to the
Minister of Environment and Tourism and it has reed priority from the
Government over the years.

1. In view of the target set by the Millennium Deveatognt Goals ended
2015 to ensure sustainable environment; which gdalswe as a
Nation achieved which are in line with our Congtdoal mandate and
provision?

3. May the Minister further share with this august Beuthe Namibian
target on environmental sustainability, and whaanpl does the
Ministry has to reverse the loss of environmergaburces?

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Member, please
table the questions. | call upon Honourable VarkWy

QUESTION 05:

HON VAN WYK : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | hereby give
Notice that on Thursday, the .8&f February 2016, | shall ask the
Honourable Minister of Urban and Rural Developntéetfollowing.

1. Honourable Minister, it was announced during Novemp015, that
houses built under the Mass Housing Programme uatler the
respective Town Councils, it seems however that T@meuncils are
not aware on what producers to follow to allocdtese houses?
Would the Minister inform the public on what Proaees to follow if
they are interested in buying the mentioned houses?

2. Honourable Minister, investigations into the afaof the Okahandja
and Rehoboth Town Councils were carried out regenthen will the

35



10 February 2016 NOTICE OF QUESTIONS
HON DIENDA

findings be made known to the respective residents?

3. Some residents of numerous towns such as Okahafegamanshoop,
Aranos, Rehoboth and Gobabis, just to mention g fkwvnot have
access to affordable land, whilst the rich and tgers are buying up
all available land, what will the Ministry do to k&land available to
the poor people of this country?

4. How far is your Ministry with the process of traesing the 378
houses in Block E in Rehoboth into the names ofattiginal owners
as they now occupy these houses for more than&@ye

5. Could the Minister give an indication on what pregsg was made in
finalising the implementation of théRukoro Report of 1992”
referring to answers given by you in this Housé8rOctober 2015?

| so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Table the questions, Honourable Membe
| now call upon Honourable Dienda.

QUESTION 06:

HON DIENDA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | give noticg thn
Thursday, the 18of February 2016, | shall ask the Minister of Eatimn,
Arts and Culture the following.

Article 20(2) of the Namibian Constitution entreeshand places a
positive obligation on the State to provide freenary school education.
The same, however, is not true for the provisionfrele secondary
education. Accordingly as things stand, the pioniof free secondary
education is not a constitutional obligation, bgrely a Cabinet decision.
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The consequence here is that there is nothingpietents the next or
future Cabinets from going back on this decision.

Additionally, despite this Cabinet decision, somev&nment schools
continue to demand school stationeries and ottesr fimm parents as the
framework pertaining to Government payments and hbes schools

should utilize this money is not clear and has Iteduin a lot of

confusion.

Notwithstanding the fact that the DTA welcomes @abinet decision on
free secondary education and furthermore, fullypsuis it; 1 wish to ask
the Minister of Education, Arts and Culture thddwaling questions:

1. When can we expect the issue of the provision eé fsecondary
education to be brought to Parliament in the forofag Bill or the
amendment of existing instruments so that it caprioperly enacted
in law so that there is long term certainty peitagrthis issue and it is
not subject to the mood of the Cabinet of the day?

2. Has a clear framework been drawn up on how sclarel$o utilize the
grant per student which the Government pays todsfio If yes, can
this be shared with the House.

3. What actions will be taken against schools who ioomlet to demand
money from parents or are such demands allowed?

QUESTION 07:

HON DIENDA: Honourable Speaker, | also give Notice that on
Thursday, the 18 of February 2016, | shall ask the same Minister th
following.

The Education Act, 2001 (Act 16 of 2001) makes provision for the
registration of private schools with the Government
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In light of the free secondary education grant atsb keeping in mind
that Government partly subsidizes some, if not @liyate (secondary)
schools:

1. Is there a formula or framework that regulates mouch Government
subsidy is paid to each respective private school?

2. Given that on average private schools often havallsmnumber of
scholars than Government schools, is the subsidguleted per
learner as with Government schools or is the sybsadculated via a
different formula?

3. Does partly funding private schools not, at leastirectly jeopardize
Government’s ability to provide higher funding tawa Government
schools per learner, for example above the cuséftlearner which
many schools claim is not enough? Should Govertnsehools
funding not only be restricted to Government schpdeeing as
private schools will continue charging parents emmss amounts
towards thé'school development fund?”

| thank you, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Please table the questions. | nallv c
upon Honourable Mbai.

QUESTION 08:

HON MBAI : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. | dha¢ice
that on Thursday, the T8f February 2016, | shall ask the Honourable
Minister of Education, Arts and Culture the followgi questions.

In light of the just released poor results for Grd® and 12 learners in
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December/January, | would like the Minister of Eafimn, Arts and
Culture to give us feedback on the following:

1. Is it really practical and possible that against ttontinuous poor
results for Grade 10, is the Minister seriously sidaring lifting the
requirement for passing Grade 10, which currentings at 23 points?

2. In your opinion is the just obtained 29,8% pass fat Grade 12 really
sufficient enough or where exactly does the prolles?

3. This 29,8% this time, represent a 10% drop comp#oed014 pass
rate, what is your Ministry immediate plan of aotitb address this
recurring problem year in and year out ?

| so Move.

QUESTION 09:

HON MBAI : Secondly, Honourable Speaker, | give Notice tbat
Thursday, the 18of February 2016, | shall ask the Honourable Méaris
of Poverty Eradication the following questions.

According to a report released in early January620% the United
Nations World Food Programmes (WFD) more than 4Z%ewmple in
Namibia suffer from a lack of adequate nutrition.

Despite being classified by the World Bank as apéygviiddle Income
country Namibia is currently ranked among four &&m countries with
the highest number of undernourished people inntbdd. Zambia, the
Central Republic (CAR) and Malawi were the onlyesticountries in the
same category with levels of malnutrition exceediB§% of the
population.

1. What mechanisms has the Ministry of Poverty Eraaiogut in place
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to reverse this classification by the World Foodglamme?

2. In light of the recent death of children of Ovatné&aokoland, Epupa
Constituency, and last year's death in Kavango akobuted to
hunger; what is the Government’s intervention sggtso that our
people do not die of hunger anymore?

3. Minister, you publicly stated in June 2015 that tpeoposed
establishment of the country first food bank isaatadvanced stage.
How far are you in realizing this dream?

| so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Please table the questions. | nallv c
upon Honourable Utoni Nujoma, please.

ORAL QUESTION

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Thank you, Comrade
Speaker. | would just like to, in terms of Rule &2the Standing Rules
and Orders, pose an Oral Question to HonourabledBu Is it allowed
without notice? If it is allowed, yes.

HON SPEAKER: Let us hear the question.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Honourable 'Auxab as the
Leader of the UDF in Parliament, yesterday theiBeas of Namibia
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mentioned that, having made great strides in theosarment of women,
we recently received awards at the AU and SADQriaking tremendous
progress with regard to the empowerment of women.

| would, of course, like to welcome my brother, Dullurorua, today,

however, the question | would like to pose is —avér seen that the
Member who has been withdrawn was a dynamic laey active and of

course beautiful, but she has suddenly been withdra

| would like to have an explanation from the UDF@asvhy she has been
withdrawn while we are trying to empower women. efidhwas gender
parity between men and women and now you are twg B@it is again a
retrogression. It is a step backwards with regarthe UDF. We would
like to help you as small parties, so that you mgixed progress. | would
like to have an answer from the Honourable Membérhank you,
Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Before the Honourable
Member rises to respond to the question, let metlsalyany institution,
anywhere in the world must adapt to changes, brdrding to our Rules,
guestions are put to the Members of the Executia riever the other
way around. However, the Honourable Member is agrsious to know.

Do you want to answer the question? Yes, buttl yent to make sure
that we do not make this a habit, since the Horfwarislember is anxious
to respond. | will give you the Floor.

HON !AUXAB : | do not want to answer, | wanted to remind mpiSe
Minister that questions do not come from that sidlevill be frank with
him and tell him that Torka has been redeployed tenior Office, and
the fact that the Honourable Minister also welconl Brother means
that he agrees with the changes.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We are moving slowly. | have exhads
the Notice of Questions. We are now moving to tetf Motions. Yes,
Honourable Van Den Heever, you have the Floor.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

HON VAN DEN HEEVER: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | give
Notice that leave of absence due to ill-healthglented to Honourable
Nico Smit until further notice. | so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Next | will call on the Honourable
lAuxab again.

HON !AUXAB : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable Speake
| give Notice that on Wednesday, thé"1af February 2016, | shall Move
that this Assembly:-

Debates and Considersthe delimitation of the Kunene Region, the
objective of which will be to better administer aménage the Region in
terms of accessibility of Government service priovis And that, after
the discussions, the matter be referred to thevaete Parliamentary
Standing Committee for further investigation angbare back to this
august House with recommendations.

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Message from the Head of State?
Ministerial Statement? | call upon Honourable Caufiku, please.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

PROCUREMENT OF ANTIRETROVIRAL DRUGS (ARVs)

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : Thank
you very much, Honourable Speaker and Honourablenlbées of the
House — welcome everybody. | would plead for yatiention please,
because this has no political connotations. It m&re medical.
Honourable Speaker, first of all, | have three sMinisterial Statements.
Let me start with the first one.

The Ministry of Health and Social Services being tustodian of health
in Namibia both in the Public and Private Sectas the mandate in terms
of Article 95 of the Constitution of the Republi€ Mamibia to promote

and provide quality, and affordable health careises to all Namibians,

irrespective of race, religious group, sex or age.

In terms of this mandate and in alignment with Bimistry’s Strategic
Plan 2013-2017, the Ministry initiated specific @mmes with
assistance from technical and development partoneztembat HIV/AIDS
and other diseases.

In this regard, the Ministry is committed to the AIDS Strategy of the
90-90-90 by 20/20, that is, ensuring that by 2020690f people in
Namibia should know their HIV status; 90% of thegso know their HIV
status should be on treatment; 90% of those whomteeatment must be
on effective treatment that suppresses the vindwse committed to the
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elimination of HIV in children from others by thame way as well to
ending the HIV Epidemic by 2030.

These are ambitious goals and targets, but we Veelibat they are
achievable, however, with prudent Budget considanatl want to repeat,
bold and underline the worgsudent Budget consideration. It is with
the above in mind that the Ministry wishes to phe tecord straight with
regard to the Front Page Headline News Atrticle bgdhNoek Observer on
the 29" of January 2016, entitled —“Ministry of Health flouts tender
procedures and buy ARV from Uganda.”

It is insinuated and falsely alleged in the artitlat:
1. the Ministry bypassed Tender Board Procedures;

2. Procedures were not followed by the Ministry’'s Ten€Committee;
and

3. Ugandan suppliers were favoured over neighbourmgtSAfrica.
Honourable Speaker, however, the facts are:

1. Tender Board granted exemption to the Ministry iy BRVs and all
the documents are available. In fact, when thislarwas published, |
was at a WHO meeting in Geneva and | have requéis¢edfficials in
my Ministry to wait for me because | actually sudpe that
somebody is involved in some dubious activitiesthérefore, came to
obtain all the receipts and | am in possessioheint

2. Suppliers as well as manufactures were invitedutonst quotations
within a given period and among them was one Sédfitican based
supplier, a company that was mentioned in the napesp but whose
name | will not mention.

3. The price of ARV as quoted by these local supplievas
N$127,441,000.00 and | repeaN$127,441,000.00
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4. Cipla Quality Chemicals based in Kampala in Ugamgieve the
Ministry a quotation of N$64 million or an equivateof US$3.9
million, inclusive of all costs — unit prices, tigport and everything
else.

5. Honourable Speaker, the difference between thege amounts is
N$63 million.

Lastly, the Ministry is determined and remains cdtted to meet its
health care objectives, including Goal 3 of SDGs Sustainable
Development Goals and complete elimination of H\ 2030; and half
maternal and infant deaths by 2020, bringing iime with the WHO

recommendation by 2025; so that, by 2030, our mateand infant

mortality should be on par with the United Kingdddnites States or any
other developed country.

Honourable Speaker, this requires sound budgetindg &nancial
management. Once again, | want to repesiund budgeting and prudent
financial management.

For this, the Ministry has taken a bold step todbemark HIV/AIDS
medication to manufacturers pricing plus not mo@nt5% net profit for
suppliers. We actually think that 3% is reasonalblewever, this is not a
final decision, but just a recommendation.

Thank you, Honourable Speaker, on this one. | lhaeemore statements
to make, if you allow me.

MALARIA ALERT IN THE NORTERN REGION OF NAMIBIA

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES :
Honourable Speaker, this is the next Ministeriat&nent. While | was
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still in Geneva at the WHO meeting, | had beendkxb with phone calls
and text messages about two things.

One being Malaria: Ironically, Namibia was justaaed an award in
Addis Ababa for having met the Millennium Goal fdalaria. However,
just five days or so, after that, we received badisifrom the northern
Region on Malaria. | was informed that the OhanuaveRegion,
particularly, reported a high number of Malariaesas | was provided
with a figure of 425 people who were treated, ol®ich succumbed to
the disease. | wish to inform this House and tlaéidw that all measures
have been taken to contain the outbreak. Onesigrimediate dispatch of
technical staff from the Ministry’s Headquarter énén Windhoek to the
affected Regions to make the quickest assessmentcame while
mobilising the other brigades to follow throughtte affected Region.
This is not a matter of going to the hospital aradtvior patients to come
there, but to go to the villages and destroy thecss.

On top of that, we have enlisted the service ofsjpecialist in infectious
diseases from Geneva. He is a Malaria specialisb worked in
Zimbabwe for many years. He is originally from iedl met him in
Geneva. He is on his way to the north to advisdemsause we cannot
afford to achieve so much and to come so far, asel 4gain.

| thought it is important to inform the House. @ same point, there
was a newspaper article stating that the dangdy@éesof Malaria is the
one that is in the North. The truth is that weaje/have th@lasmodium
falciparumtype of Malaria which is mostly found in the NartBasically,
we have four types of the parasitefOvale, Vivax Malariae and the
Plasmodium (Interjections)

Let us take this serious, Colleague, | know tha House is often not so
serious, but just give me a chance. As | saidml reot scoring any
political points here, but just providing informari

The falciparum type has always been the dominant species in Biworth
Namibia. There is nothing new about it, but weenthe medication for it.
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To the media people, there is nothing new about glevalence of
falciparum Malaria in Namibia, we knew about it and that he tmost
killer type. Even when we achieved our Millenni@oal, we achieved it
having combated thdalciparum Malaria type. Therefore, there is
absolutely nothing new about it. However, it igoontant for the Nation
to be informed correctly.

Regrettably, the Editor of the Windhoek Observe isery good friend of
mine from school days. We always communicate aartdyca positive

message all the time. | do not know how this &ipnis mind. | also
know the owners very well, | think we just havectmat a bit more over
breakfast or something because it is very importaai technical matters
such as health issues are correctly disseminatdtetoommunities. It is
very, very important.(Applause)

The standard/alaria Prevention and Treatment still stands. If you are
going to affected areas, we recommend that you istigors, wear long
sleeved clothes etcetera, and attend to the althien you experience the
symptoms. That still remains as standard.

Honourable Speaker, that is just some piece ofnm&tion on Malaria.

UPDATE ON THE ZIKA VIRUS

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : With
this one, | was also flooded with SMSes and othesgsages about the
newly discovered found Zika Virus. | wish to makstatement here.

| recently attended the meeting of the Executivearle of WHO in
Geneva, Switzerland. At this occasion, we had @odunity to receive
an updated briefing from the WHO Regional Office the Americas.
Those are the Caribbean and the entire Americatiri@on. Therefore, |
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wish to share with you the following on the ongomgbreak of the Zika
Virus in the Americas, as of 28 January 2016.

Zika Virus is transmitted to people through theebdf an infected
mosquito from theAedes Genusmainly the Aedes Aegytin tropical
Regions. This is the same mosquito that transdatgyue, chikungunya
andyellow fever,and other members of the same so-cdil@dvirus or
arbovirus.

The incubation period of Zika Virus — from the tinoé exposure to
symptoms — is something between two to seven daye symptoms are
similar to otherarbovirusinfections such as the dengue, which is common
in Angola, by the way, and includes fever, skinhess— you can Google
all these things — conjuctivitus, which is the amiimation of the outer
layer of your eye, muscle and joint pain, malaistjch is a general
weakness of the whole body and headache. The eymspare usually
mild and last for 2-7 days.

There is no specific treatment or vaccine curremtilable for Zika
Virus. The best form of prevention is protectigga@st mosquito bites.
Zika Virus disease is usually relatively mild anelquires no specific
treatment. People who are infected with the Zikaiy/should get plenty
of rest, drink enough fluids, in this regard wateot other fluids - and
treat pain and fever with common medication suchkimple paracetamol.
If symptoms worsen, they should seek medical caceaavice. There is
no vaccine available at the moment.

The number of laboratory findings point to the tiela between the Zika
Virus and cases of neurological manifestation, udiclg what we call

microcephaly; that is, a small or underdevelopednbr Those who tested
positive for Zika Virus also manifest with microdedy, since October
2015, and the cases continue to increase beyorul Bral other Nations
of the Americas. Cases of congenital malformatibiat is, being born

with malformation and miscarriages are also repbfte those who tested
positive for Zika Virus.
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The virus is known to circulate in Africa, the Aneatrs, Asia and the
Pacific. There is no immunity and the populatigaiast the Zika Virus
in the region of the Americas, including North EBsazil where it was
introduced in 2014/2015 as suspected. The Amereg®n, including
North East Brazil is endemic for other arboviridaech as dengue and
because of the high concentration of mosquitogstaasmit this viruses.

The WHO recommends for Member States to be readgrims of the
following:

* Multisectoral coordinated approach for Integratezttdr Management
— Vector is the mosquito that transmits the disease

» Partnering and engaging relevant stakeholdersrenddmmunity;
» Detection and monitoring of the dissemination & Wrus;
* Laboratory platform implementation and event-baaadeillance;

» Health service preparedness for the management aiénipal
complications, including neurological syndromes binth defects;

* Risk communication and public awareness, this isb@bly more
important;

» Capacity building - clinical laboratory, vector d¢oyl and risk
communication; and

* Research and Development.
In conclusion, Honourable Speaker, in relationh® above, the Ministry
is activating its National Health Emergency Respor@@ommittee to

discuss and act on the intervention as advised HPW

| shall keep this House informed of any new develept. | thank you
Honourable Speaker.
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COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS ON MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much, indeed. Let me simply s&y w
thank you for this important briefing you gave teetHouse. On the
Malaria issue, having noted the fact that we wérarcand we made some
progress, it is extremely regrettable to hear Wmathave been affected to
that extend. | am sure, | am speaking for Memloérthe House as a
whole when | say; | think we would be extremelyeneisted in further
updating on the way and the manner we are tackhirggparticular issue
of Malaria.

Of course, we are not trying to put pressure onMirestry and yourself,
but we would appreciate it if you could give us gdate as you deem
necessary depending on the progress you are malinthe ground.
Thank you very much.

| know that Honourable Steven Bezuidenhout woldd to have a follow
up question.

HON BEZUIDENHOUT : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable
Minister, that was very a welcome information ani$ imuch appreciated.
On the similar question to that of the Speaker,mihe expert for Malaria
comes and your future regular voluntary updatéeheoHouse — | want to
ask the Honourable Minister whether there is aipdgg of mutation of
the virus and if there is a new variant of the sttuln the event of that, in
your update, can you also brief us whether theeepsssibility and what
your future plans are? Thank you very much, Hoablg Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Minister, do you wish to
respond to that question?

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : | see
there are more questions, but can | quickly respoecause | tend to
forget?

HON SPEAKER: Yes, please.

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : Point
taken — | should have perhaps mentioned that. d?antir problem in the
North with Malaria is the border with Angola. A®uwy know, like my
Senior was telling me, diseases know no border.orf& stage | went to
the Rundu State Hospital and 40% of the patientse weeighbouring
Angola. That is one of the challenges. However,ane working on that.
We have secured funds from Global Fund to fightdvial TB and HIV
within the perimeter of 60 km in both countries.

| will be meeting Minister Van-Dunem next week ioridon to discuss
these issues. On the issue of mutafioerjections) Africans always
meet in capitals, but this is a big Conference Ibftree African Health
Ministers. It is not me and Van-Dunem flying toridmn for a meeting. |
can actually drive to Luanda or Ondjivintervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, you are only using the opportunity of being
together.
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HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : | am
only using the opportunity, yes. And by the waystis a fully-paid trip
by the Global Fund (interjection) No, | must give them information,
otherwise they will just accuse me of claiming ST& which | do not
need. This is a fully paid up international Coefeze sponsored by the
Global Fund.

| wanted to say something on mutations. Honour8aruidenhout, you

know, living things always mutate, it is part okthatural process. If |
can give you an example before | answer directlyy say you have the
HIV virus, for the time you have been sitting hettewill have mutated

about fifteen times already. This just tells ydattlife is not a static
thing. Itis a highly dynamic thing. It is onlyioperception that makes it
look as if it is stable and static, it is not dqust wanted to explain that.

Yes, the virus is mutating all the time and it dtlest because it has to
survive. Any living fights to survive for as lorgs it can and mutation is
one of those strategies because it is a way of idgdthe enemy.
However, laboratory scientists are hot on its h¢e$$ like with other
viruses. We will perhaps be a couple of steps dludat because this
virus is a small piece of DNA, it is not like a cplax living organism like
the human being.

Honourable Speaker, without making long speecheypm| should also
mention at this stage that, there was a case expartDallas, Texas, in
the United States — an incident of sexually tratteahiZika Virus. | was
flooded with lot of questions and | sort of disneidst in a way because |
have never heard about it. However, | took theessary steps to contact
my colleagues in Atlanta at the Centre for Dise@satrol. Luckily, |
know Dr Tom Frieden who is the head of that centrd. also spoke to
some representatives here as well. And they irddrrme that, even
though this virus is indigenous in the United S$athere was never a case
of Zika picked up. By the way, Zika was first dimged in Uganda in
1946, for those who lived a bit longer, but theyearehad a case of Zika
transmitting mosquito in America. In this cases fady’s husband went
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to Brazil and picked up Zika — he tested positimd avent back to Dallas.
Within a week or so, the wife developed the sym@om

You know how Americans are; they scanned everythperhaps the
whole State of Texas and they could not link itatosource. They,
therefore, made a presumptive diagnosis that it passed on by the
husband and the only conclusion they came to isithaust have been
transmitted through sex, but it is very unusuahefé was one more case
reported, maybe hundred or | do not know how masgry ago, but this is
what has happened. We can, therefore, not usetliteatruth and they are
actually still investigating that.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. That is very, very useful.
know Honourable Muharukua wanted to make a follqgw WPlease be
very brief.

HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | further want
to thank the Minister for a very informative bridfjust want some clarity
on the ARVs bought from Uganda. However, beforat,th think it is
worth noting and worth commending what the Ministas indicated that
they are benchmarking in terms of mother to chilfitétion against the
best. | really hope that we are aiming for theud® and we shall get to
the clouds.

Honourable Minister, what | wanted to ask is; wollloe correct to have
heard you saying that the ARVs that were purchased different type,
but of the same quality as those proffered by tlmniian suppliers?
That is the brief question.

Lastly, in terms of Malaria and also maybe goingHer to TB, | think it

is only noble to also recognise that amongst tlaeStospitals that we
have, the Opuwo State Hospital, specifically, m® of those two
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diseases, the Government is to be commended dretitenent and efforts
— specifically that hospital. It does a really dgob in terms of that,
amongst the many complaints that are there. Homyesdeast, in terms
of those aspects that hospital is very good.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Dr Haufiku.

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : Thank
you very much for the question. When | heard tlvat were buying
medicine from Uganda, you know these biasApartheidin our minds
stayed with us — | was also kind of shocked — H;saihat, Uganda?
Because my mind is in South Africa where we alwpgecure medicine
from and that actually made me reinforce my positm say -wait until |
come back from Genevad. was, therefore, already thinking that perhaps
one African in the Ministry is conniving and makiagals — you know,
this thing of thinking that South Africa is the hes

The reality is that, we buy our ARVs from genericamafacturing
companies and one of the biggest companies is ,Giytilech is an Indian
company. If you take your medication, you somesinfied the name
Cipla, Pfizer, GSK or Aspen or whatever it may betten on the box.
Cipla is an Indian company with a big plant in So#éffrica. | actually
even know the Chief Executive Offeicer of Cipla, Was in my office
because | hardly missed HIV meetings.

Little did | know that they actually built a plamt Kampala as well. Cipla
India has 51% shares in the Kampala plant, exah#dysame company,
exactly the same product rot similar, but the same. One of the
companies that was quoted — alleging that we ftbwemder procedure
and bypassed them, was Aspen Pharmacare. It drduipercent generic
company. It manufactures generic medicine for GBKGilead in
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California and Pfizer that makes Viagra. It iseréfore, a hundred
percent generic company(Interjection) Maybe Viagra sort of wakes us
up, but that is just normal.

HON SPEAKER: Can we pretend we did not hear that ofleRughter)

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : It always
wakes you up that is the nature of it, but my Beotlt is exactly the same
thing, the same company, but different prices. rikngou.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. 1 think | will move on. alV
done. Honourable John Mutorwa.

WRONGLY REGISTERED LIVESTOCK

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :

Thank you, Comrade Speaker. You have welcomedwes,equally
welcome you as the Leader of the National Assemblyrovide the
guidance and the leadership as we execute oumahtiesponsibilities.

Today in the SMS column of the Namibian newspater,Minister and
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry recaiverery important
information — requests, that is on Page 12, whidedm very important
that as the Line Minister, | should provide sonmfermation to the general
public.
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The information here is talking about a crush-perKalala, in Zambezi

Region where, allegedly, some livestock were wrgnighistered on the
NamLITS. The NamLITS is a livestock identificati@ystem — a very
important system to identify our animals through &aging for many

purposes. One of them, if somebody takes youraoyour ox to be sold

with that identification linked to the computerscdn help you trace the
real owner. However, also when diseases come -Colleague was

talking about human diseases — in my case, whenahnliseases come, it
is also easy to identify where the animals comenfiehile those that do
not have the identification, you can also easilgniify them as coming
from other areas.

| want to thank the person who sent this informatmd asked whether
people can still have some trust in the systeney surely should. Itis a
very credible system. | have done my preliminaryestigation when |
read this. | called in the Chief Veterinary Officaf the Directorate of
Veterinary Services just to properly understandabse at least the name
of the place was mentioned.

The preliminary information that came to my attentindicates that when
that activity took place, to ear tag these animaispuld appear that those
that were in charge, to ensure that the writing pradably done and that
the ear tags are brought on the animals by the mwfédhose animals — it
would appear that the labourers were not propenesrised by the senior
technicians.

There is, therefore, some truth in what is beirid bare and | would like
to undertake, on the Floor of this Parliament, thatare going to launch
an investigation and if, as the information woulkkelto suggest, that:
those who were entrusted with this very importaatitamal responsibility,
neglected their responsibility or gave wrong instiens to the labourers,
which labourers are now being insulted here, bexatsy are being
referred to as illiterate labourers.

We will investigate, the truth will come out and &s | said, that those
senior people who were supposed to have superthsddbourers
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correctly, were in the wrong, surely, we are a ¢ouruled by Laws, and
definitely some disciplinary steps would be takémvill come back to this
House once that information is obtained and | wilNe the correct
information to the public.

However, it suffices to say that the system is ay veredible,
internationally recognised system. We must hawst iin it, even though,
we must also inform our people that any systempisrated by human
beings, including a vehicle, including an aeroplanéu can have high
standard vehicles, but if you drive that vehiclekitessly, that vehicle can
kill you and do not blame the vehicle. So do natre the system here as
well.

COMBATING THE SPREAD OF FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :

| have another Statement about the labourers wéogegpand who were
at the forefront of fighting the Foot and Mouth &ase which we have
declared that, the restrictions were lifted.

Firstly, | want to commend those labourers — thoe® and women who
left their homes, their families to be at the fooet of fighting this
disease, day and night, in terms of spraying, vetimn and all that.

If we did not have that cooperation, we would navdnbeen in a position
to say the movement restrictions are lifted. Utakhem. However, the
ugly part of it, as the complaint is being statedeh is the delays in paying
out the allowances that are due to them and | kelen a deliberate field
visit to interact with some of those labourers.sthaeek, | received a well
written and motivated letter from the Kamanjab awdathe Kunene
Region. Then | also received a letter from tha@d®ulrers in Oshikango
and | also spoke to the labourers — last weekerahwivas in Rundu on
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my way back | stopped at Mururani Gate and theyadireelling the same
story.

| checked at our offices. What happens is thay theuld submit their
applications then the applications are checked w=adfied at the
Directorate of Veterinary Services and Finance $on of the Ministry of
Agriculture and are then processed to the Ministryinance for actual
payment. | have checked and it would appear thatetis a backlog
somehow, more at the Ministry of Finance, but | énapoken to my
Colleague, the Minister, and brought it under Hisrgion.

| know it is administrative, but we as Ministerse aiccountable to the
people in terms of Article 41 of the Constitutiondawould just like to
urge those officials who are in entrusted with tt@sponsibility that it is
not a question of money, it is essentially a qoestif pushing the papers
and let the people get their payment. What | aeingeis that there is no
empathy. Empathy is not the same like sympathyp&ihy means you
must place yourself in the place of that other gera/ho has left the
family doing the work there, far away from theimhes.

I, therefore, want to make use of this public patf, the Parliament, to
send out this message. | have spoken to the lat®and | understand
and agree with them, but | would like to urge th€seernment officials,
here, to do their work so that the allowances #natdue to labourers are
paid to them without any further delays! Thank yGomrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | saw a hand there.
Honourable Venaani a quick one please.

HON VENAANI : Just a quick SMS to the Minister, since he @yiag
to SMSes. Honourable Minister of Agriculture, theinMtry has
announced a drought subsidy to farmers, both cogialend communal,
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who were selling cattle, leasing land and so fohilt without the due
process of notifying farmers because you ran omafey, you closed the
submissions. When some farmers came to the offiwesubmit their

things, because the money was depleted, the scisamg not applicable
to them.

What is the Ministry going to do? Because the pserof the subsidy was
based — for as long as the drought existed artiede farmers have proof
that they were part of the drought problem but beeaof the money that
ran dry, the Ministry just unilaterally decided tire 4" of December that
— no, you are not longer going to be able to quafidy the drought
scheme. Is the Minister going to ask for additional funoiswhat would
happen to these farmers that are in this precasibuation?

HON SPEAKER: Thank you.

HON MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :
Thank you, Honourable Speaker. It is a fair questiAs we speak, after
this Parliament debated the Review Budget and tiag8t was approved;
you remember the Review Budget that came here, soomey was made
available and, therefore, those farmers who havengted their claim
forms through us, again, to the Directorate of BisaRisk Management
of the Office of the Prime Minister, their claimafter verifications are
being processed.

If there are farmers that you know of who qualibyt have not yet
received their subsidies, | would like to get theaimes, but | must also
say, like in the cases of the labourers, it issame here. Some farmers
submit their claims, the process of verificatiokestoo long and once the
claims are submitted for payment, it again takesltmg. It is one of
those unnecessary bureaucracies. | understanthéhafficials are maybe

59



10 February 2016 NOTICE OF MOTION
HON //HOEBES

working under strain, but we must again, be empiathand | am using
that word —-empathywe should put ourselves in the place of those llgeop
who are waiting. That is the response. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | am sure that any addélo
discussions can be taken up over a cup of teall inave on.

| call upon Honourable //Hoebes. You have the Floo

NOTICE OF A MOTION

HON DEPUTY MINISTER IN PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE :
Thank you, Comrade Speaker. |, on behalf of tlgfhRHonourable Prime
Minister, give Notice that tomorrow, the L bf February 2016, | shall
Move that the National Assembly:-

Approvesthe nomination for the following persons to fllet vacancy and
another to be the Chairperson of the Public Ser@oenmission as per
Chapter 13, Article 112(3) of the Namibian Considn.

) Mr. Markus Kampungu as Chairperson of the Publicvige
Commission; and

(i) Ms. Batseba Unomuinjo Katjiuongua as a Member ef Rublic
Service Commission.

So | Move, Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Do submit the Motion. Ther
is a slight Amendment to your Motion and we will &igle to take it up on

Tuesday next week. Thank you.

| think | have exhausted my list and judging frdme mood in the House, |
think you are content so far with how far we haeme today being the
first day. May | then have the honour to adjoune House until next
week. The House stands adjourn until next weetheatisual time.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 16:00 UNTIL 2016.02.16 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirnmatio

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Members, any Petitions? Reports of
Standing or Select Committees? Other Reports amger? Yes,
Honourable Minister of Finance?

TABLING: REPORTS OF THE AUDITOR-GENERAL

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : Comrade Speaker, | lay upon the
Table, Reports of the Auditor-General on the Acdsuf:-

()] Education Development Fund for the Financial Yeamsled 31
March 2013 and 2014,

(i)  War Veterans Trust Fund for the Financial Yearseen81 March
2012 and 2013;

(i)  War Veterans Trust for the Financial Years ended/atch 2010
and 2011; and

(iv)  Namibia Development Corporation for the Financiaa¥ ended
31 March 2012.

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Notice of Questions? Yes, | give the Floor to
Honourable Nuyoma.

HON MEMBER : Nauyoma.

HON SPEAKER: Nauyoma. | think we are trying to make surd thes
distinct and different. You have the Floor.

QUESTION 10:

HON NAUYOMA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable
Speaker, | give Notice that on Thursday, th& @sFebruary 2016, | shall
ask the Honourable Minister of Agriculture, WatendaForestry the
following question:

We have learnt with great concern that most ofRbeestry Projects that
were established in Constituencies are dying dukadk of implements
and equipment. The people who work at this prejace sometimes not
paid — months would go by without any allowanceggito them. This,
really, leaves a great concern that these are mgpyprtant projects that
give meaning to certain areas where trees are genwnare supposed to
give some value to the Constituencies where thesgeqts are
established.

Honourable Minister, | would like to know why theiestry Department
does not take these projects, we value very muaigusly? Thank you
very much.
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HON MEMBER : These are all the projects, all over the country.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | will now give the Floor to Honobia
Kavekotora.

QUESTION 11:

HON KAVEKOTORA : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. |
give Notice that on Thursday, the"™6f February 2016, | shall ask the
Minister of Education, Arts and Culture, Honouraldatrina Hanse-
Himarwa the following question relating to free @edary education.

The recent introduction of free secondary educatiorNamibia is a
welcome move that has been delayed for over 2Gsy@ace the adoption

of the Constitution of the Republic of Namibia i89D. The Constitution
considersEducation For Allas a Right. Needless to say, education is the
key to Namibia’'s development, and is commonly meféto as the greatest
equalizer.

Allow me, Honourable Speaker, the privilege to tyiexplain the logic

of my questions to the Honourable Minister. Thenblarable Minister of

Basic Education, Arts and Culture was recently gdan printed media
making comments on the Grades 10 and 12 resultsiefcompares last
year’s results to the previous year. In this rdgae Honourable Minister
was also quoted as suggesting that private sclsholsld be factored out
from public schools when a comparative analysdoise.

As much as we all support free education at seegndael, one would
not want free education to be equated to loweringtandard and quality.
There are reasons to believe that free educat®reeently implemented,
has resulted in a significant decline in a feelparner ratio.
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Honourable Minister, | would like to ask you théldwing questions:

1. Was there a study done before the implementaticineef secondary
education to determine and maintain an optimal ll@fefees per
learner? If so, could the Honourable Minister pidevthe Study
Report to the Nation for scrutiny?

2. Can the Minister elaborate and explain to the Mawuty she thinks it
is prudent and logical for the public schools rmtbe benchmarked
against private schools?

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you.

QUESTION 12:

HON KAVEKOTORA : Honourable Speaker, | give Notice that on
Thursday, the 2% of February 2016, | shall ask the Minister of
Industrialisation, Trade and SME Developmésit), Honourable Leon
Jooste, the following questiqtaughter) | am sorry, there are too many
Ministers aroundinterjections)

HON SPEAKER: Order!

HON KAVEKOTORA : But the question is related to Honourable Jooste
and as far as his name is concerned, | am cortemtn sorry, | am going
to correct the title.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Continue please.

HON KAVEKOTORA : Yes, thank you very much, Honourable
Speaker.

Honourable Minister, my questions are related #r 8rotection Services
(Pty) Limited.

Star Protection Services (PTY) Limited startedsésvices as a subsidiary
of the Development Brigade Corporation (DBC) GranfpCompanies.
DBC was established in terms of an Act of Parliame&tar Protection
Services (PTY) Limited is listed in Schedule 1 asState-Owned
Enterprise in terms of th8tate-Owned Enterprise Governance,A006
(Act 2 of 2006).

However, Star Protection Services (PTY) Limited Wast audited by the
Auditor-General in March 2003. Since then the Canys books had
never been subjected to the Auditor-General’'s Audit

1. Honourable Minister, could you inform this augusbude and the
Nation at large about the status of Star ProtecBemvices (PTY)
Limited? Is it still a SOE or a private companyf?was reported in
March 2003 audit of the Auditor-General that shateérs’ funds, as a
Balance Sheet item, was written down to a valuegesb. On what
authority, Honourable Minister, was a decisioretaby the Directors
of Star Protection Services (PTY) Limited to wipet shareholders’
equity.

2. Similarly, the Audit Report informs us that the acwlated debts of
both the Development Brigade Corporation and Stawteletion
Services (PTY) Limited were to be written off. Taeis no
documentary evidence to show that there were dismus by neither
the Directors of DBC Group of Companies nor the rdoaf Star
Protection Services (PTY) Limited for the writin§ of the debts.

66



16 February 2016 NOTICE OF QUESTIONS
HON LIMBO

Where was the decision taken to write off the andated debts?

3. The Report by the Auditor-General makes mentiordefault loan
payments. How was the issue of default on loamaye®@nt and the
legal costs around the default brought to closure?

4. What will the Honourable Minister Jooste do to htfidse accountable
for the sake of in SOEs transparency and sharefsotdsponsibility as
far as governance is concerned?

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We move on to Honourable Limbo. You
have the Floor.

QUESTION 13:

HON LIMBO : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | am sorry lehavask
my sister again.

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE : As
long as it is not the same question.

HON LIMBO : Do not worry it is not the same. Honourable &ge, |
rise to give Notice that on Thursday, thé"@sebruary 2016, | shall ask
the Honourable Minister of Education, Arts and Grd{ Honourable
Katrina Hanse-Himarwa, the following:

67



16 February 2016 NOTICE OF QUESTIONS
HON LIMBO

It has indeed been a great surprise and shockato khat the Zambezi
Region again for the second consecutive time caméast in the ranking
of the regional performances of Grades 10 andirii2rjections) Can |
please continue? Listen to this.

HON SPEAKER: Do not talk to each other, please.

HON LIMBO : Does that mean that the name change in alplcadeter
contributed to the mindset of our learners as aglteachers, in being the
worst performers nationally?

It would be important to know what measure(s) thaiser and the
Ministry will or have put in place in order to ingwe the results of the
Region in this Academic Year?

Is the Minister aware that since Independence Gbeernment has only
constructed one hostel in the Zambezi region thattiSangwali Senior
Secondary School. Can the Honourable Ministertitédl august House if
there are concrete plains in place to construct In@stels and/or renovate
existing hostels some of which are in a dilapidatade?

Furthermore, Honourable Minister, | would also lit@ bring to your

attention that currently the learners at SimatasB&ary School deserted
their hostel bathrooms and toilets because thestities have been
blocked for some time.

Hence, | would like to know when this dire situatiwill be rectified as a
matter of urgency?

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.
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QUESTION 14:

HON LIMBO : The second one, Honourable Speaker, | rise ¥e gi
Notice that on Thursday, ?5ebruary 2016, | shall ask the Minister of
Mines and Energy, Honourable Kandjoze, the follawin

Before | do so, | would like the indulgence of thisgust House to suggest
some outline of my questions.

The Ministerial policy on rural electrification & that communities
within a 500 metre radius of a Government facildybe connected to the
main power grid, should equally benefit from sucpraject. However,
the situation on the ground is contrary to thegobecause we have seen
Government facilities connected to the grid isolgtithe surrounding
communities within the stipulated radius. In orderhave access to
electricity, communities such as Mulundu, Kanonohai and
Mazungendaba have managed to raise funds throwgh @onservancy
and successfully purchased (4) transformers; as speak these
transformers are installed in all the mentionecsgare

1. My question to the Minister is as follows: sinceegk communities
have contributed in the purchase of these trangimmis there a
possibility for the Ministry to meet these commiuast halfway by
providing electric cables and pay the contractoiowtill assist in
connecting the homesteads within the mentioneds@rea

2. Lastly, When will the remaining communities in aeahich have
Government facilities connected already, benefanirthe Rural
Electrification Programme?

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | now give the Floor to Honourablanv
Den Heever. You have the Floor.
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QUESTION 15:

HON VAN DEN HEEVER: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | give
Notice that on Thursday, the 25f February 2016, | shall ask the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of International Retats and Cooperation,
Honourable Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, the following:

Over the years there has been wide speculationg &laomibia’s apparent
desire to withdraw its International Criminal Co(lf€C) membership and
finally speculations were brought to an end, when @@ about 23
November last year, Honourable Tjekero Tweya comddl in a press
conference that Cabinet had approved Namibia’'sdrétival from the ICC
after a SWAPO Central Committee meeting had eadafirmed this
position. Hon. Tweya however said that no spe@é@ood had been given
for when the withdrawal would be officially confied as there were
“certain technicalities” to be attended to.

Given the importance and far-reaching consequeniciée decision in the
long term, | thus ask the following questions:

1. What were the initial reasons that led to Namilibsgribing to ICC
membership, and further, does the need for Nanigbiamain party to
a similar body still exist?

2. May this august House kindly be appraised with Report which
details the specific reasons that justify the wistvehl of our
membership from the ICC.

3. Has a definitive time scale been established thhtdetermine the
exact dates by when Namibia's ICC membership wficially be
terminated?

4. In the absence of ICC membership, does Governnaeisde the

formation or alternatively, becoming a member wnailar body? Be
it on an African or global scale.
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| thank you Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. We are making progresse T
only thing | can say from the Chair is that we cemwith the minimum
introduction to any of the subject matter that weld like to share, either
in a form of a question or whatever. Let us momne o

Notice of Motions? Honourable Nekundi, please.

NOTICE OF MOTIONS

HON NEKUNDI : Honourable Speaker and Honourable Deputy Speaker
| give Notice that on Wednesday, the"2Bebruary 2016, | shall Move
that-

Judging from the high living cost, especially witbgard to the basic
commodities:-

This Assembly —
() Discusseshe poor wages across all sectors of our economy;

(i) Furtherdiscusseghe possibility for Namibia to enact legislation on
National Living Wage; and

(iii) After debate this Motion be referred to the Parliamentary Siag
Committee on Gender Equality, Social Developmend &amily
Affairs for further scrutiny and report back toghissembly.

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Next on my list is Honourable
Maamberua.

HON MAAMBERUA : (Interjection) Minimum wage. Viva socialism!
Yes, workers of the world unite.

Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | give Notice thafThursday, 18 of
February 2016, | shall Move that the National Asskrr

Discussesand debatesthe need or otherwise of constructing a new
Parliament BuildindInterjection)

HON SHIXWAMENI : Why do you not want to debate it?

HON SPEAKER: Give him a chance, please.

HON MAAMBERUA : Honourable Speaker, | agree with the President
that the Debate and decision about the new Pantiniedocated squarely
and constitutionally with the Legislature.

Similarly, to allow these raging, scattered Debfaten, structure space
and time, let the National Assembly take it up. efehhas not been a
formal discussion by Parliament as an Institutiontioe subject matter.
(interjection)
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HON MEMBER : Are you already motivating or what?

HON MAAMBERUA : No, | am introducing. Comrade Speaker, the
problem does not seem to be the heat we experigecedtly in the tent,
but the underlying problem is the high number ofnibers from both
Houses who cannot be accommodated within the durfadilities
available. Therefore, Comrade Spedjkaterjections)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, Honourable John Mutorwa.

HON MAAMBERUA : | am introducing the Motion.

HON SPEAKER: Speaking on a Point of Order?

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :
Yes, speaking on a Point of Order. This is a \etgresting Motion, but
this is just to give Notice and then when you idtroe, the Debate will
start.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | alluded to that when | begged Mersb
to keep the introduction to the minimum so thatoaa move faster. You
have the Floor.
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HON MAAMBERUA : Thank you, Comrade Speaker. My Motivation is
probably going to be ten pages and this is only ame half page to say
what this Motion is all about and | think I am imd@r. Comrade Speaker
(interjections)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, please you continue.

HON MAAMBERUA : The question to be answered through the Debate,
therefore, should be — should a new Parliament ik &mongst many
other options to address the problem?

The Motion seeks to locate the implications and ifiaations of the
problem that led to the decision to construct a beilding.

Secondly, the Motion encourages Members of Parimrteexplore other
alternative solutions to the problem. Therefotee following are the
imperatives that need to be elaborated on duriedpgbate.

HON SPEAKER: | think it is more than enough for us to pick inpthe
Debate. Those imperatives can be part of the [Bebat

HON MAAMBERUA : Yes. Comrade Speaker, the first imperativeis t
abolish the bicameral system of Parliament. Tlwose imperative that
we are going to debate is to uphold the highesidstal of the doctrine of
separation of powers, and that is, that Ministerd Beputy Ministers —
the Executive Component must serve as MembersrbaPant.

Comrade Speaker, the second imperative that wgoang to debate
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under this Motion, in order to address the problésnto change the
representation system from a Party list to a Caresicy representation
system(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: No, no, Order! 1 think please, with all due pest
(intervention)

HON MAAMBERUA : | have got only two, then | am done.

HON SPEAKER: Please, because you are now forcing the Cl@ould
you conclude please?

HON MAAMBERUA : Okay, | am concluding. Another imperative,
Comrade Speaker, is to reduce the number of Memioensoth the
National Council and Members of Parliament to thegiBnal numbers
(interjections)

Finally, Comrade Speaker, by this Motion, the expian is that all
further costs being incurred on this Project, bkl hatil the Debate is
concluded. | am going to introduce the Motion druilsday(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: With that in mind, | will subject your proposed
Motion to a vote. Who seconds it? Any objection?
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HON MEMBER : No, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Yes, yes.

HON MAAMBERAU : No, that is un-procedural! That is un-procedlura

HON SPEAKER: This is where we are and this is what | am gaado.
Any objection?

HON MAAMBERUA : No, that is un-procedural. You cannot do that.
No ways!

HON SPEAKER: If you want to play fair then you also have te b
sensitive. You are basically inviting the Chair dobject your Motion
immediately to a vote (Interjections) Yes, because the way it is loaded
already, there is no Debate. You are proposingotidd which clearly
contains issues which are contentious and, thexgfanight as well put it
to the House.

HON MAAMBERUA : What do you want to do with the Motion?
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HON SPEAKER: There is an objection. | register that andsitone.
(Applause)

HON MAAMBERUA : No, it cannot happen!

HON SPEAKER: Absolutely! I am firm on this onénterjection) No,
please. This is not what | was expecting.

HON SHIXWAMENI : | have a Point of Order, just before we conclude

HON SPEAKER: Yes.

HON SHIXWAMENI : Honourable Speaker, they say in Englistwe
wrongs cannot make a right(Interjections) Just listen to me. As an
experienced Member of Parliament, | noted that Hoalole Maamberua
was supposed to Move a Notice of Motion and yoovadid him to go the
length that you allowed him to go. It was just goged to be a Motion
and | think it is fair that the Motion be put oretfiable and it is passed so
that it can be motivated because we are not daigguestice by shooting
down the Motion.

HON SPEAKER: 1 think | pleaded with you to make it simple tiee
point that it is a Motion so that we could discis®ut the Motion that is
already containing views that are inviting immediegaction — because
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under Rule 32, | am entitled to put it to the Howas® if there is an
objection, it is carried.

HON MAAMBERUA : There is a Point of Orde(Interjection)

HON MEMBER : But there is a Ruling already.

HON MAAMBERUA : No, that is a wrong move.

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, on a Point of Order. | want
refer the Speaker to Rule 8@terjection)

HON MEMBER : The Speaker has ruled.

HON VENAANI : The Speaker has ruled un-procedurally. It st
first time in the history of this House where a iNetof a Motion is
subjected to a vote without discussidinterjection)

HON MEMBER : Then it must be a Notice!
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HON VENAANI: That is a Notice. | want to come to the aid
(interjection) Listen!

HON VENAANI : Let us listen to one another. Do not make akenc
of democracy. That is a mockery of democracy.

Honourable Speaker, Rule 30 of the Standing Ruhes @rders speaks
very eloquently about the Notice of a Motion. Inwv#o aid the Speaker,
Honourable Maamberua is wrong not by giving a Not€ a Motion, but
in his Motion he is subjecting the Motion to the Amidment of the
Constitution (interjection) Arikana puratenee! Let us listen to one
another.

HON SPEAKER: Let him conclude, please.

HON VENAANI : That does not negate the premise of a Notica of
Motion, where the Motion is to be subjected to temterjection) No, it
does not! However, Honourable Speaker, | wanttgoallow the Debate
of the Motion (interjection) Yes! Because it is the first time — are we
having democracy when we come to this House andvimiions are not
subjected to a Debate.

HON SPEAKER: | have made a Ruling and | am very firm on this.
hinted that the Notice of the Motion of the HonddleaMember was more
than sufficient(interjections) Can | have order, please? | want you to
hear me out, | will not return to the subject. dde a Ruling. We should
all correct ourselves. We must all hear each athér
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Honourable Maamberua went beyond the point of marme | was quite
interested to confine myself to the Motion, but fhet that the Motion is
already discussing to amend things that are betfmmndlotion, | just felt |
must subject the Motion immediately to the Houseatpee or not to
agree, and we have disagreed. So let us mové lbenk you.

HON MAAMBERUA : Honourable Speaker, just a second please.

HON SPEAKER: Yes?

HON MAAMBERUA : Comrade Speaker, | would like to share with you
that tomorrow, | shall Move a Motion to the NatibAssembly to discuss
and debate the need or otherwise of constructingew Parliament
Building (interjection) Thank you very much(Laughter)

HON SPEAKER: Actually I have sympathyiaughter) Honourable
Maamberua is a long standing Member of this Hoasegry experienced
Member of this House.

If you tell me that you will come back tomorrownevisit the subject that
you ably presented, just as a Motivation, we widiwwfor you. We will
wait for you, but let it be tomorrow. Honestly,epke bear with me, |
think we should move on. Thank you.

Any other Notice of Motion? Yes, Honourable Tweavas actually on my
list. You have the Floor, please.
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HON MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY : Honourable Speaker, | give Notice that tomorrive,
17" of February 2016, | shall Move that this Assembly:

Ratifles the Constitution and Convention of the African
Telecommunication Union. | so Move, Honourable &ee.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Members, now that we have
disposed of all those issues that have raisedethpdrature of the House,

| would like to direct your attention to somethinigat will cool our
tempers. | know that all of you have your eyesnogrd you are seeing
what | am seeing. To my left, at the other end) ywe seeing some
flowers covering one of the Honourable Members.

Today is Honourable Lina Namupala’s Birthday and wsh to
congratulate her. | think the party is immediatelifer the Session.
(Laughter) Thank you very much. Thank you for sharing yday with
the rest of us.

Ministerial Statements? Any Colleague who wishta&e the Floor?
Right Honourable Prime Minister, you have the Floor

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

RT _HON PRIME MINISTER : Thank you, Honourable Speaker.
Members of the National Assembly, since it is nmgtfitime to take the
Floor this year, kindly allow me to wish you a Bled and Prosperous
Year 2016. | trust that the year 2016 will be @itful year and that we
shall fulfil our national responsibilities with Higvigour and fortitude to
render quality services to our citizens.
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Honourable Speaker, | rise before you today, tormfyou and the public
out there, through you Honourable Members, thatlime with the
Government’s responsibility to promote an inclusseziety, and in line
with our motto thatNo Namibian Should Be Left Ouf particular, in
terms of participating in socio-economic activifigke Government of
Namibia through the Office of the Attorney-Genetads among others,
successfully translated the Namibian Constitutitto ithe Braille reading
system. (Applause) We believe that this translation will allow membe
of our society who are not able to see, to now bk @& acquaint
themselves with the content of the Namibian Countsbit.

Copies of the translated Namibian Constitution itiie Braille reading
system will soon be available to the public at khaistry of Information
and Communication Technology, but | have broughhgaes for the
Honourable Members to take copies, if they so wish.

The Office of the Attorney-General is also in thieqess of translating the
Namibian Constitution into other Namibian vernacuénguages, and an
announcement shall be made once this process ¢tucieal.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, let usefibie, support one
another as compatriots to truly embrace the Namikianstitution as our
guiding document and make it part of our day-to-iass. | thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Next on my list is the
Honourable Attorney-General. You have the Floor.

HOUSING MATTER RELATING
TO
THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Thank you, Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker,
| would like to address the House on the matterdppeared in the media
some time ago relating to the Minister of Defen@sommodation.

During the period 23 March 2015 to 31 October 2ab®, Minister of
Defence, Honourable Penda Ya Ndakolo, was accomieddiathe Safari
Hotel in Windhoek.

In terms of Article 1(5) of the Namibian Constituti Windhoek as we
know it is the seat of Central Government and tkthes Minister is
required to be physically present in Windhoek tdgren his function.

We also know that prior to his appointment as Meri@nd his swearing
in as the Member of this august House, the Hondei@bnda Ya Ndakolo
was the Governor of the Oshikoto Region. He owrsase under the
Home Owners Scheme for Staff Members in the Refgiom which he
was operating. | will return to this point latedlowever, he does not have
housing in Windhoek to where he has been callegtee.

The Ministry of Defence’s Management decided thHa @ppropriate
course would be to house the Minister at the Hatetil suitable
accommodation could be acquired. This decision ased on the fact
that the Hotel could provide ample security to eaghe Minister’s safety
considering the potentially sensitive position l@ds and that this has
been the accepted practice in the past.

It was the Ministry’s intention to make use of tHetel as a temporary,
secure housing solution. Due to the fact that aflicgently secure
housing could be found, the Minister had no alteveabut to continue
residing at the Hotel.

The Ministry has since been able to locate a Setddome for the
Minister.

The costs of residing at the Hotel have been rezd@imm the Minister in
terms of the Public Service Staff Rules. Altholtgk correct that an
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amount must be recouped from the Minister, | arthefopinion that using
the Public Service Staff Rules was incorrect duthéofact that a Minister
does not fall under the definition of an employéée Public Service.

However, there is little bit of a quagmire in tha#linisters are appointed
as Political Office-Bearers by the President inmemof Article 32 of the

Namibian Constitution. One of the defining chaeaistics of being a
Public Servant is serving with political neutralityThis means that the
employee will serve the country no matter what@eernment Regime
is. Therefore, in terms of the Article 32 appoiatity a Minister cannot be
considered as an employee underRiblic Service A¢t1995 and I think

we are going to agree on this.

Article 43 of the Namibian Constitution specifigalinakes the Secretary
to Cabinet and the Secretary to the President sutgethe Provisions of
the Public Service A¢t1995 and there is the Public Service Handbooks
that | wish to quote, which reads as follows:

“Staff member means any person employed in a posiradditional to

the establishment as contemplated in Section AeoPublic Service Act,
1995 and includes the Secretary to Cabinet and Skeretary to the
President.”

The Public Service Staff Rules also defines whaikhbe subject to the
Rules, but merely refers to a person who occupipssa which has been
classified for occupation by an employee. One mhstrefore, consider
the definition of an employee in thebour Act 2007 and in théabour
Actwe will agree that the Minister is not an emplayee

The Labour Act, 2007, in defining an employee, expressly excludes
independent contractors. In terms of the definitaf an independent
contractor a Minister, who's profession it is tonder services as a
politician, can be defined as an independent cotura

The notion is enhanced by Article 60 of the Namib@onstitution, which
provides that all Ministers shall be accountabtévidually for the
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administration of their own Ministries and the wark their Ministries.
This indicates independent, rather than the supedviwork of an
employee.

The primary object of the Ministry of Defence wasprovide adequate,
but most importantly secure interim housing for thewly appointed
Minister until permanent housing could be locatécdis had to be done
within the procurement framework and out of theiap available in
Windhoek.

It is common cause that the Minister did not owhame in Windhoek
upon his appointment as Minister of Defence. Hes \walong-serving
Governor of the Oshikoto Region where he owns aéou

The Minister has already reimbursed the State tom@ance with the
maximum housing allowance he received to the valubl$136,515.00.

In addition, the Minister has paid to the State, @mount of N$50,281.00,
which was spent on his food and refreshments. fRyfosuch is attached
to this statement.

If there is any other outstanding amount, and we raot aware of any,
such cannot be classified as a loss in terms of teasury Instructions for
reasons that you can read in this Statement.

It is my conclusion that the Ministry of Defenceteat correctly in the
difficult circumstances of acquiring suitable howgsfor the Minister. The
Minister’s involvement in the situation wasna fide without malice and
inadvertent and he has paid the State back anglaathounts.

The Anti-Corruption Commission has been consulted, has the
Prosecutor-General and the Auditor-General. Asstitional office
bearers, we deem this matter closed. In the nmaantil have
corresponded with the Deputy-Chief Justice, MrtidasDamaseb, who is
also the Chairperson of the Political Office-BeardRemuneration and
Benefits Commission, to instruct his staff to pmepa dispensation for
Political Office-Bearers who are transferred froasition to position, and
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from place to place. None currently exists.

Furthermore, even when it relates to the Daily $&tbsce Allowance
(DSA), which relates to the Ministers, there isdigpensation separately
crafted. We use Chapter D Il approved by the Briviinister in terms of
Section 5(2)(j) of théPublic Service A¢tl995, read together with Section
35 of that Act. Therefore, even with the Housingh&mne in which
Governors are participating, those that are, iivderfrom the scheme
available to staff members and this is an anomaly.

| trust that when the Political Office-Bearers Coission makes its
determination, we will no longer have these unfoate issues and trust
that this matter is now closed. | thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. That was the Statements, Ye
Honourable Venaani, please.

COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS ON MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON VENAANI : Just a short one, Honourable Speaker. Honourable
Speaker, through you to the Honourable Attorneydeain when we talk

to one another, we should not make as if we ddiwetin one country —
that we all know. Through the Speaker, | am loglkanhyou.

Honourable Attorney-General, Windhoek is not Jub&South Sudan —
have you visited Juba? Knowing the security siiumai@nd the hotel
accommodation problem in Juba your justificationuldohave sufficed
because it is a city with accommodation problemi$.you read Die
RepublikeinrNewspaper, every day of our lives there are niwaa thirty
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houses, executive houses, that are advertisechéouse of any Senior
Official in this country.

This is a miniNkandla -to tell us that because the Minister has repaed th
money, therefore, there is no problem. Why intwer bill from the onset?
We are not children, do not tell us that thererardiouses in this country.
When the media revealed the Minister’s posh liviig, next morning the
Ministry of Defence found a guesthouse for the [gli@i. So Let us not
tell each other things that are not good. Therangple property in
Windhoek. Windhoek is not Juba, do not tell ugkirgarten stories. Itis
wrong what the Minister has done, in fact, he owl@s country an
apology. That is the best instead of telling usséhthings that you are
telling us.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We move on. There is a list. Hoable
Deputy Speaker please.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you for the Floor, Honourable
Speaker. | do not want to go into all that wasdday the Attorney-
General, but | just want to alert us and the puthlat this example of the
Minister of Defence, is one of the examples whiateassitated us as
Parliament to have accommodation for our MemberBasfiament. This
is just one case, but if | can, for instance, palérly ask the new
Members of Parliament who come from the Regionswaind up to now
are struggling with accommodation to stand up,ntber will be huge.
It is a pity(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: One of them actually stood up to show.

87



16 February 2016 COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS ON
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
HON MAAMBERUA

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: And | hope, if at all Honourable
Maamberua is going to reintroduce his Motion of Bagliament Building
and probably also the need for accommodating Mesnb&iParliament,
we will take the Floor because there is really adneWhenever the South
African Members of Parliament who live in Gauteng tg Cape Town,
for example, they are accommodated in Governmergideace
temporarily. Why can we not do that honestly, tfox sake of our people
who elected us?

We are not saying you are going to stay there dfeeharge and we are
saying that we are going to build for each and yveaw Member of
Parliament a mansion. At least you should consitier number of
Colleagues who up to now are struggling and do Im&we proper
accommodation.

This is a good example which should necessita@su3arliament to have
accommodation for our MPs. An MP is everybody vilh@a Member of

Parliament, including the Members of the Executso here. | thank
you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Maamberua.

HON MAAMBERUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker, | am delighted
that | am taking the Floor after the Deputy Spedleause she is already
motivating a Motion that was rejecte@.aughter) Telling me that it was
actually just emotionally rejected, but it is cogpiback, procedurally.

Just a short question to my Friend, the Attorneypésal. | did not hear
you telling us what exactly did the Minister traresgs? |s there any
provision, either under thétate Finance Aatr any other Law that the 16
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Minister had transgressed in order to pay backnbaey? Why did the
Minister pay back the money?

HON MEMBER : Arikana! (Please).

HON MAAMBERUA : The Minister is here why is the Minister not
saying it himself?

Honourable Attorney-General, the last small quest® you just stated
thatwe conducted the Prosecutor-General and | think thie-@orruption
Commission and others, but who ane? Who are the'we,” who
contacted the Anti-Corruption Commission on belalfthe Minister?
Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Muharukua.

HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. 1 just have a
guestion to the Attorney-General(Interjection) No, | have to. The
question that | have is the following:-

The Attorney-General himself, in his own words cated that a wrong
has been made. He further went on to say thatohsutted the Anti-
Corruption Commission. At times the public outrthehinks that the
Anti-Corruption Commission is there to catch snfislh while the big fish
escape.

My question is - in your consultations, can yourape us that Namibians
are supposed to await a result of some sort enmagntm an
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investigation that is currently happening basedh@wrong that you have
seen as an Attorney-General? Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Honestly, sometimes | feel that we seem to try-to
there is an English expression that | am looking-fanake a mincemeat
out of every Statement that is being made. |, efoee, find it very

difficult to have to ask the Attorney-General tovlato answer, but |
suppose you have to reply to those questions.

RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ON MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Thank you, Mr Speaker and thank you
for the questions. 1 think the expression you weoking for is —a storm
in ateacup. (Laughter)

Honourable Speaker, let me first start by sayingt tthen this matter
broke, as Office-Bearers, we have the responsiliditensure the Rule of
Law. It was discussed by this Government andtifigltneed that it should
be investigated and if the Minister has committeg arong-doing he
should be taken to task. We have looked, and wisagy‘we,’ | speak of
the Office of the Attorney-General and we speak thay because it is a
collective effort. It is not an individual, but &nstitution.

We, therefore, first had to look at the recordshwibhe Ministry and
Minister can, obviously not report an investigationhimself here, that
goes without saying. What | indicated is that ¢hbas been a practice
from day one in this Republic where many of the eRuthat apply to
Office-Bearers, as you know the Political-OfficeaBers Commission
only came into being later. Many of those Regal&tiare the ones that
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apply to staff members. So what naturally happesddat they apply the
same book they to when they look for S & T and lamg else and
applied it to the Minister. | find that that istraorrect because that should
apply only to staff members.

However, did the Minister, therefore, transgre§s#e Minister did not do
it himself, the system does it. The system isaattfand we are trying to
correct the system; hence, | have consulted andagemng with

(interjections) May | just respond, pleasgmtervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order, Honourable Mutorwa please.

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :
Honourable Speaker, on a Point of Order — withoisrugting my
Colleague, | am looking at Rule 89. It is a Rulatthas two Paragraphs
and it deals with Ministerial Statements. Firstlgays that -the Minister
who wishes to make a Statement on some publicmeattedo sowhich
was done. Then Paragraph (b) then sajter that Statement has been
made, no Debate may arise on such Stateminterjections)No, listen.
No Debate may arise, but the Speaker may in hisdmaretion allow
some short questions to be put to the Minister ntpkine Statement for
the purpose of elucidatingvhich was also done. Questions were put and
| know the Attorney-General went at length to PROFIthe information.
All that | am pleading for is for the Attorney-Geag on the basis of the
information given, maybe not to overstress the DebaThat is all |
wanted to say.

HON SPEAKER: You are absolutely in order, because that i<tixa
what the Rules are saying and | also felt thattterney-General was
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actually being very liberal and actually expandiog issues that he
covered in the earlier Statement. Therefore, f gould just conclude, |
think everybody will be happy.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. |
was about to conclude - to say that given thatktines nanala fideand it
was abona fideerror thesginterjections) May | just respond, please?
You will, therefore, not be finding a Report comifgm any of those
Institutions that | mentioned, as | have indicatedyou that in our
discretion and if we are wrong, hold us to it —fivel that this matter is
closed. Thank you, Mr Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | think we have exhausted
subject. May | request the Secretary to read ttueiOof the Day.

SECRETARY: Itis a Notice of a Motion.

HON SPEAKER: The Notice of a Motion is the one of the Right
Honourable Prime Minister does the Honourable Piitirdster Move the
Motion?

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : Yes, | Move the Motion, Honourable
Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Who seconds? Any objections? Agreed to. The
Right Honourable Prime Minister has the Floor.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION NOMINATIONS

RT _HON PRIME MINISTER : Thank you, Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members of the House. | rise before ymumotivate the
nomination by His Excellency the President in teoh€hapter 13 Article
112(3) of the Constitution of the Republic of Namilof the following
persons, for approval by the National Assembly éove on the Public
Service Commission of Namibia.

1. Mr Markus Kampungu.
2. Ms Batseba Unomuinjo Katjiuongua.

Mr Kampungu has been a member of the Public Ser@cmmission

since December of 2012. His current tenure ofceffruns up to

December 2017. Given his experience as a MembigredPublic Service
Commission, he is nominated by the President teesas Chairperson
from the 17 of February 2016, to the'bf December 2017, following the
expiry of the tenure of Ambassador Eddie AmukongdChairperson of
the Public Service Committee.

Ms Batseba Unomuinjo Katjiuongua is nominated Hothie vacancy left
by Ambassador Amukongo as a member of the CommissidMs
Katjiuongua possesses appropriate academic qaaidics and a wealth of
experiences in the Public and Private Sectorseatsely, where she held
senior managerial positions. |, therefore, requkst august House to
approve the appointments of Mr Markus Kampungu laair@erson of the
Public Service Commission with effect from thé"15f February 2016, to
the ' of December 2017, and Ms Batseba Unomuinjo Katjjua as a
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Member of the Public Service Commission with effé@m the 17
February 2016, to the T®f February 2021, in line with the provisions of
Article 112(4) of the Constitution of the RepubiitNamibia. | Move so,
Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. on my list, | have a numtfe
speakers and | will start with the Honourable Mulishga please.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AND COOPERATION : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker.

Honourable Members, | rise to support the Motidnoiduced by the Right
Honourable Prime Minister for the appointment af thhairperson of the
Public Service Commission and an additional menobé&ne Commission,
Ms Katjiuongua.

| have perused their CVs and not only that, | h&wewn the two
nominees over the years in their professional adpacand | have no
doubt in my mind that they are equal to the tadkreethem.

Mr Kampungu was once upon a time a Trade Uniomdtlgust hope that
he continues in his new role to vie for a profesaland impartial Public
Service. Sometimes when you were on the sideifigtior the Rights of
the workers and now you have become an employ@uyt# you on the
spot to continue fighting for the same plight.

Honourable Speaker, for us who have known Mr Kamgpuand Ms
Katjiuongua, it is fine, but it will not be the sanfior those who do not
know him — | see that the CV of Mr Kampungu thas baen circulated is
the same CV that was circulated when he was apbiiorr the first time
as a member of the Commission, it has not beenteplbacause when
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you look at the last page of References, it sidlicates Honourable Esau
as a Member of the National Assembly and Honourahlgéorwa as a
Minister of Basic Education. | just think that #swho are responsible
for preparing these documentations should be dibiaiy job properly, so
that when we speak of a professional Public Servide what we mean.
Everything should be professional, because sometredoes not know
the members would ask if there are no other membihsexperience to
take over as a Chairperson, but he is the mostriexped and this
document does not reflect that. It is importantadee note of this.

While there, | also want to say something on theeeltious process of
restructuring various Ministry establishments amel appointment of staff.
At times, things take really too long. | for oveguld want to speak on
staff matters relating to our Diplomatic establigmis.

But before | come to that, | once asked about tiogrgcted replacement
process when staff members retire from the PuldiwiBe, because when
a staff member is retiring from the Private Seanod it is known when
this he or she is leaving, the recruitment prodesseplacement starts
immediately. By the time the person leaves, ietakarely a month to fill
the position. Seeing what we are experiencing un Ministry in the
Public Service, | did ask and | was told thahe position should become
vacant first and then it will be advertisedAdvertising is not filling a
position. If you really know that the person isireg in a month or two
months’ time, why can you not start with recruitrhprocess, so that we
do not leave that gap, because by the time theopewtires, you start
advertising and the advertisement runs for so btighe, then you have a
recruitment process and the position only beconfied fafter six months.

| really think that the Public Service Commissidrosld look at that so
that there is not really a long gap left to filede positions.

This also happens when we post out Diplomats, éspeavhen we

establish new Diplomatic Missions. We send ouf st@mbers whom we
notify that they are going on Diplomatic postingsmetimes even six
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months on time — because we have opened new Mssaiwh thus created
new vacancies.

Again, it waits until a person goes for Diplomatiasting then you run for
about six to seven months without positions beilhgdf These are really
some of the issues that | want the Public Serviom@ission to occupy
themselves with.

With these few words, Honourable Speaker, | supihertappointments of
Mr Kampungu as the Chairperson and Ms Katjiuongua enember of the
Public Service Commission. For the first time,ledst, we are having
three women in the Commission. Previously we usduave two as if it
was a norm of only retaining two. Now we are neadllking about the
50/50 representation. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Mutorwa.

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :
Thank you, Comrade Speaker. | am also adding noevo the eloquent
Motivation by the Right Honourable Prime Ministar fthe elevation of
Mr Markus Kampungu as the Chairperson of the PulSiervice
Commission and Ms Katjiuongua as a member of tlahi@ission. The
two are very excellent Public Servants. Howewer,ne just say a few
words on Kampungu, considering that | am also &fefon his CV.

Mr Kampungu has more than fifteen years experi@sca member of the
Public Service Commission of Namibia. Of courseaa/oung student in
the early 80s, him and the likes of Honourable tmsaNkotongo
Shixwameni, Paul Kalenga, George Mayumbelo and mathers —
Tweya was a little bit older than them, but he aks® therginterjection)
Yes, Maureen Hinda and many others — Dr Musheléega. They were
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activists who kept the torch burning when it camestudent politics in
NANSO. (Interjection) Oh, Nauyoma also.

Some of us only participated in the first consitaimeeting of students
at Do6bra, in 1983 that led into the formation of N®O, but by the time
NANSO was established, in July 1984, we were grtiigianto becoming
teachers. However, these were very visible peapte many others, of
course, but they were in the leadership positions.

At the formation of NANTU in March 1989, Kampungs a 27 year old
young teacher, got the trust of the teachers tathee first founding
Secretary-General of NANTU. A task that he perfednexcellently -par
excellencaas founding Secretary-General of NANTU. Therpashaps a
history to why the Reference is John Mutorwa, Marisof Basic
Education, on Kampungu’s CV. One of the Resol#itimat NANTU
took in 1989, was that NANTU wanted to see an iedelent Teaching
Service Commission for the teachers only in the liPulservice
Commission of Namibia. By the time that debateabee very hot, Yours
Truly, speaking here, was the Minister of Basic &tion. It became hot,
because the Constitution of the country makes Biavifor only one
Public Service Commission. You could not have adependent
Teaching Service Commission for teachers. It vaba and at the end
of the day, with the intervention and advice of then Prime Minister,
now our President, some kind of a consensus washeda and the
consensus was that: from NANTU, with this strongipon of wanting an
independent Teaching Service Commission, let u® tfsme kind of a
Sub-Committee on the Public Service Commission afmbbia, that may
pay more attention to issues related to teach&hat is how Kampungu
ended up there, at the Public Service Commiss&m. here is a man who
has experience and | do not think that when yol Eiadhe serving Public
Service Commissioners, he will be at the bottonterms of experience. |
think he will be at the top! So here is this m#or, me he is a young
brother — Ignatius Shixwameni is also a young leotb me, outside this
House, obviously — who | think deserves to be thard we wish him
well, strength, wisdom and hard work in carrying ths very important
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national responsibilities. The same applies tos8&ad& Katjiuongua. |
know her, she is very active, a social worker ia Ministry of Health, |
do not know whether she is still there. For timeetil knew her, she was
very active and very progressive.

Right Honourable Prime Minister, | think the PubBervice Commission
of Namibia, with the elevation of Mr Kampungu are taddition of Ms
Katjiuongua has just gained. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. We move on and | give the
Floor to Honourable Karupu.

HON KARUPU: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | alsolegere this august
House to make a brief contribution in support c¢ titomination of the
person | know, Mr Markus Kampungu to the positidrire Chairperson
of Public Service Commission of the Republic of Niaien

As you might know Honourable Members, the Publiervige
Commission is one of the National Institutions bbkshed by our
Constitution. One of the main functions of the RubService
Commission in terms of Article 113 of the Constiitatof the Republic of
Namibia is and | quote %o advise the President and Government on the
appointment of suitable persons to specified categaf employment in
the Public Service with special regard to the balkeh structuring
thereof.”

In fulfilling its functions, the Constitution diréx the Public Service
Commission to be independent and act impartially.implication, Public

Service Commissioners should be people of the bigheegrity with the

requisite skills, competencies, independent miaggeriences and
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attitude of humility to serve to the best of thenilities.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, Mr Kampyraasesses the
expected competencies and experience to presidetlweaffairs of the
Public Service Commission. He is a holder of achea training
gualification and a Master of Policy Studies splksiiag in Social Policy,
obtained from the Southern African Regional Ing#ittor Policy Studies
(SARIPS) accredited by the Universities of Fortéland Zimbabwe. Mr
Kampungu is also the longest serving Public Sen@mmmissioner
amongst the current Public Service Commissioners.

He has also served on various Boards and Coun&itsongst them is the
Council of the former Polytechnic of Namibia an@ thabour Resource
and Research Institute (LARRI).

Many teachers in Namibia will remember him as tirst fSecretary-
General of the Namibia National Teachers’ Union (INIAJ) from its
inception until 1995 when he declined nominatios, e was of the
opinion that he has made his contributions, andrsthave to come in and
continue building the Union.

Honourable Speaker, it is against the abovemerdioaéues that | stand
in this august House to support the nomination of Khmpungu as
Chairperson of the Public Service Commission sadelg on the principle
of merit, qualifications and demonstrated competsicexperience and
ability Mr Kampungu possesses to serve this Natith commitment and
humility.

In conclusion, Honourable Speaker, | would like pay tribute to
Ambassador Eddie Amukongo for his dedicated puddicvice and wish
him a deserved rest during his retirement from ieubffice.

| would equally like to express sincere thankshe Right Honourable
Prime Minister for nominating Mr Kampungu for thegition of
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Chairperson of Public Service Commission. | thgoil.

HON SPEAKER: | now give the Floor to Honourable Venaani.

HON VENAANI: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Speaker, first and foremost, | just wianbe on record that
we are indeed supporting the nomination of the ¢aldleagues. | support
their nomination and appointment to this very acispis body in the
governance of our Republic.

Both colleagues are very well known to me in theirour to our citizenry
through the Public Service and | think they wouldke a very good
contribution to this very important body that thegve served, especially
Mr Kampungu. Ms Batseba Unomuinjo Katjiuongua isvell known
Social Worker who has been working as a Directar later as an Under-
Secretary in the Ministry of Health and Social $es.

However, the premise of my contribution is basedtwa issues that |
want to raise that we are reading in the PresstaheuGovernment doing
something about downsizing the Civil Service. Invéo be on record
thanking you that you have heeded our call aftemsmy years — that
something is being done about reforming the Cieiv&e and attempting
to downsize it.

| am, however, seeing a trend, perhaps from thel Geciety where
people are saying as if this downsizing proceggiag to happen in the
next one or two years and | have been warning ag#inhat, countries
that have successfully implemented the downsizinGiwil Service have
done it in a number of years and because of thenpleyment rate that
we have in our country, we cannot implement a @ecghere we start
downsizing from year one. We have been speakingistently on a ten-
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year programme that, for us as a country, knowhnegeconomic dynamics
that our country is facing, the slow turn of ouoeemy and looking at
how other comparative economies like our neighb@md so forth are
doing. We cannot afford to go on a wholesale C8grvice downsizing
with an immediate go. We must have a medium tg-@mm strategy on
how we want to implement this. Yes, we have to face

If we look at countries such as England, for examfhey started their
reform since 1983 and it was last implemented @71% downsize from
797,000 Public Servants to 483,000 and it is aeognomy. Therefore,
Namibia can also go that route, but we must be vaunjious.

One issue that | want to bring on board is the gesf incentivising
those that are exiting, because we are having elaf@wental State that is
growing, we should look at how we can partner thtba¢ are exiting to go
into business. It is very important. They haverbaorking, but one of
the problems that we have in our country is thagnvpeople are retiring,
people are taking their money to do things thatrexeproductive. You
know what our communities are doing. Teachersekample, are taking
what we callokapakiin my language, meaning people are taking their
package. At 46, a person feels that he must raticethere is this culture
in our country where you think that, because yoa going to get
N$500,000.00, you are now going to start buildingoase, buying a car,
buying your wife a new fridge, a, b, c and d.

HON MEMBER : A wife?

HON VENAANI : Yes, it is very important to buy your wives nice
fridges(interjection) Yes, for the wife. Even if the Prime Ministenjsua
new fridge, she will tell her friend that Hbought a new fridge.l will
never tell somebody that.
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However, | am using this example — there is thituce that | am seeing
in our country where young people are taking theesekages too early and
are using this money on unproductive stuff, onlgdme back tomorrow -
we have a lot of teachers, | am sure the Ministdtducation is aware of
that, teachers that have taken their pension amah@wv begging for jobs
again.

What | am trying to say is that we need to inceséivand create a
business model for people that are exiting thel@ervice to be able to
go and build more houses that we need in our cpuctteate more SMEs
in our country, so that we do not take people afam jobs to become
unemployed, but we take them away from a huge vidgewhere they

can contribute effectively and productively to genomy.

With these few remarks, | support the Governmentigiative to
downsize, but | am also urging cautiousness, fdowo it in phases. Let
us create a very strong incentive package so @tle are inclined to go
from one area to the other — going into farmingnganto business and so
forth.

Honourable Speaker, our Party supports the nommatf the two
colleagues.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. The next on my list is
Honourable Witbooi.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : Thank you, Comrade Speaker. Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members, | rise to support the Motiorthef appointment of
the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson.
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HON MEMBER : She is a Member.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : Member, sorry. However, Honourable Speaker,hia t
spirit of our theme of the Parliament this yeatriving Towards Gender
Equality and Raise Awareness against Gender-Bas&ulénice | want to
make the following remarks.

Namibia as a country has improved on female reptasen in different
Sectors, for example, Parliament, Board memberahipCommissioners.
However, | would like to raise my concern regardihg appointment of
Chairpersons of Commissions, Boards and Councildormally, the
Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson is balancedhave reached that
that point, but most of the time the position ofa@person goes to men. |
want you to understand me very clearly — | do nabtws to compromise
on quality with quantity, by just appointing anylyotut after 26 years of
Independence, are we saying that we do not havegbnocompetent
women in this country?

Honourable Speaker, we even had instances, angeldane my research,
where the same male person is chairing on more dhanCommission.
According to the research that | conducted — orS@E Boards, 64% of
Board Chairpersons are men while 26% are womenadtfition to that,
information gathered from the same Boards indicaled 25% of Vice-
Chairperson positions goes to men while 75% goewdmen, which
somehow reveals that women are only good for therskbest positions.

Honourable Speaker, we have to change this dimigsperception that
only men are capable to lead and for men to haeetdp positions
(interjections)can | be protected, Comrade Speaker?
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HON SPEAKER: Yes, allow her to conclude.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : Let us come back to the specific Commission.e Tirst
Chairperson was a man, the second Chairperson waana the third
Chairperson of this particular Commission was a exath now the fourth
one is a man again. There is nothing for us, withes, and we need to
talk, sensitise and educate our Nation and our nealenterparts to
consider us.

Therefore, in conclusion, | wish to encourage mijofe Lawmakers to
consider equal gender representation, especiallgnwh comes to the
appointment of Chairpersons.(Applause) We need to change this
perception and if we cannot talk for ourselves, wiiib come and talk on
our behalf? At least at the end of this year, ih@utd be able to look back

proudly and saywe have achieved the purpose of the theme of tre ye
With these remarks, | support the nominations atheémk you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We still have a long way to go, thare
various Commissions and Committees and there ang go be a number
of candidates. Hopefully your wish will be fulgldl. The next one on my
list is Honourable Dr Ankama.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND_ MARINE
RESOURCES Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable Megsbe
| also stood up to give weight to the appointmeniMo Kampungu and
Ms Katjiuongua.
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However, perhaps at the beginning, | would likestite that | would like
to wish the outgoing Chairperson a healthy retirgime | know the

gentleman retiring, Ambassador Amukongo, quiteng lvay back, dating
back to 1986 while he was in Brussels at the tirhke was a very good
Chairperson also.

Coming back to Mr Kampungu, my colleague and my Gala, whom |
know very well, we worked together, first, at therhation of NANSO,
then at NANTU, we came a long way. He is justrigat candidate | tell
you — very sharp minded, quite ethical and trustisjor Mind you, once
he tells you that he is going to come, he will diégély come.

Mr Markus Kampungu is a long serving member of Ehelic Service
Commission and experience matters a lot. When lyave a well
experienced personality like him, he would defiyitbecome a good
Chairperson. | know of Chairpersons in variousitpmss and with him,
we are definitely expecting the Public Service Cassion to work and to
bring about changes.

| worked with Ms Batseba.

HON MEMBER : With her?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE
RESOURCES Yes, at CCN. We worked together at CCN. | yuss a
second secretary of the Secretary-General at C@GNshe was dealing
with the Social Work. | know her very well, sheasggood person, very
logical and she can make a good team.

Coming to the Public Services Commission that weehleen talking
about, of course, | am looking forward, becausedarstand that so many
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things that we have been talking about are goirchémge.

| believe that there will be a visible change ansinghers, just to make
sure that those Public Servants who are not githeg best at work they
are employed to do, they should not just be chuackédand lay at home
while they are receiving money as it used to be tase, while

investigations are going on for years and yearthink something will be

done to make sure that people work and they shegleive the money for
the work they have been employed for.

| would, therefore, like to say that Mr Kampunguaonis going to be the
Chairperson and his team, should be given evergilplessupport they
need from this House so that they are able to sdcwgth reviewing and
refreshing the face of the Public Service Commissid support the
appointments.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | call upon Honourable Shixwameni.

HON_ SHIXWAMENI : Honourable Speaker, | rise to support the
appointment of the two nominees. | know and haweked with both of
them. | do not need to repeat what my elder BrotHenourable John
Mutorwa said and also what my Colleague from Seetsally said. |
think he is not really supporting Mr Kampungu, betis supporting both
of them and the Public Service Commission. Blyarais making a
mistake, but remember that you will be going homd hwill deal with
you.

I, therefore, just support the appointment by sgyimese are competent
people whom | have known for quite a long time aadnany people have
testified here, there is no doubt that the twoheim will be able to move

the Public Service Commission forward.
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With those few remarks and without wasting time,support the
appointment. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | call upon Honourable Hinda.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AND COOPERATION: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | rise to
support the nominations, like the previous speakers

| should say that the CVs of the colleagues spedlnves, particularly
about qualifications, experience and other acésitibut we would all
agree that character cannot be adequately reflece€urriculum Vitae.

| wish to speak to the character of Comrade Kampuwvgom | have
known for almost three decades of my activism, dgreamic, principled,
disciplinarian who leads by example. | believeisheurrently the longest
serving Commissioner.

It is important to highlight that the charactercafés the position. Public
Service Commission requires a cool-headed, priedipidividual to chair
its affairs. Like his predecessor, late Josephn#) may his soul rest in
peace, and the outgoing Ambassador Eddie Amukabgmrade Markus
Kampungu is indeed equally a cool-headed and mledi gentleman.
Not only is he good, but of excellent public stamgdi His being
incorruptible would be an all inclusive descriptierhe is such a person.
As a tested cadre could be, he would be the saBut.it would not be
enough, Mr Kampungu is also a Pan-Africanist, amcatbr of high
standards, be it about ethical value, time consriess, consistency,
loyalty to the cost of nation-building with an umepromising spirit to
undue practices.
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The Public Service Commission is such an importastitution whose
leadership and Commissioners need such uncompramisembers to
continue on the foundation established and builthgy predecessors and
to take the Public Service to new heights, togethigh his colleagues
with whom he has worked and has a proven trackrdeob leadership
capabilities. | can with confidence state that¢haracter meets the post.
The same is, of course, applicable to Ms Katjiu@agu

Honourable Prime Minister, | support these nomorati of the President
wholeheartedly and | am confident that this Housanimously supports
him. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Nekundi you have the Eloo

HON NEKUNDI : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. Comrad
Right Honourable Prime Minister, | stand to suppbe nominations of
the two colleagues to the Public Service Commissi@mairmanship and
Membership.

Yes, | rise to support these nominations, but tlaeegust a few things that
| would like to bring to the attention of the cabpes as they assume their
responsibility as of the 7of February 2016.

All has already been said of their characters,ggmibnalism and abilities
to bring depth to our Public Service’s effectivaradistration, | feel that
this has been eloquently addressed by the pregioeskers who took the
Floor..

One of the two or three aspects that | want togotanyour attention is my

call as the Leader of the youth. As they enterdtffiee, we would like to
see that the colleagues ensure that the Goverronéme Public Service
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enacts an Internship Policy that will enhance tkgeaence required from
the youth when they leave Tertiary Institutions fioe job market. It is
imperative that, just as many other countries Haternship Policies, we
are looking upon them to ensure that we have arriship Policy in the
Public Service.

The other aspect that | would like to see imprevihe lengthy time that it
takes for the recruitment process before a persts\appointed. We have
observed over the period that sometimes it can ugke a year from the
day a job has been advertised to when a personppeirded and
sometimes even over a year. | believe that théid®8brvice Commission
has the ability to shorten these process to themim possible time.

| would further like to see that the colleaguesueasthat our Public
Service is re-engineered in order to enhance adtrative effectiveness.
Last week we have learnt through Comrade MutorwaMister of —
which one again?(Laughter)— Agriculture, where some people are not
paid on time, this boils down to administration ahds only when we
have people like Comrade Markus that administratiVectiveness can be
implemented in our Public Service.

Honourable Speaker, Comrade Prime Minister, | Mbwesupport the
nominations of the two colleagues. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. The next Speaker is
Honourable Nambahu. You have the Floor.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM :
Thank you very much, Comrade Speaker and Happy Xeav to all! It
is the first time | am taking the Floor this year.
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| also want to support the nominations of these twlleagues. | have
known them personally. | met one of them and hkhHonourable
Shixwameni would know whom | talking about. Thare certain people
he says he met through me and there are thosetleiescan also say |
met through him.

What | want to say is that | want to support, knogvihe characters of
these colleagues, the importance of the task at Aad the reform that the
Public Service Commission needs to undergo. Tinteagain, you have
issues like — oh, General Namoloh is out — when a@utraining people
and you are recruiting people, it is almost the esdning. When you do
not go and see how they work, sometimes you endotiperfecting your
training. We are given people who sometimes contevaork, but you
hear that it is you who recruits, but someone afggoints — these people
are not doing much and no one really comes to assew they are
performing. Therefore, | would want to see a sitmawhere the Public
Service also see it as their responsibility to ahdv the people they help
fit into positions are performing. | am sure thewnPublic Service
Commissioners will be able to go out of their waglao something about
this.

| equally want to congratulate and wish Ambassa&toukongo well — a

fine person he is. | think he has been able toelesome finesse and
elegance that he is able to carry himself in, degacy to the Public

Service. He is a very nice person to talk to,sha good listener and | am
sure he will be able to leave some of these legaaith the people that he
has been able to mentor. | only wish him well is fetirement.

Honourable Speaker, | am concluding, about Ms Katjgua, | am really
happy that a Social Worker has been elevated soctitegory. It is time
that the Social Workers in this country enjoy teeagnition of the work
they do and the profession they practice. Wheh @ad every one of us
has problems, we just sayge to the Social Workeand society does not
give much due recognition to the importance oftloek that is done by
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these people. |, therefore, think with the appuoent of Comrade
Katjiuongua whom | have also worked with, we wié Bble to do much
and that recognition is going to be due. | supgbd nominations,
Honourable Speaker. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | call upon Honourable
Dienda.

HON DIENDA: Thank you, Honourable Speakéhoarse voice)
Honourable Speaker, | will be very brief.

HON MEMBER : Just sit down please!

HON DIENDA : 1 just rise to support the Honourable Deputy istier of
Gender Equality and Child Welfare because the twminations were
already supported by my President, so there iseed to support that.

What | want to say is that | hope that in futurefdse the nominations are
brought to this august House, they will look intat only making sure of

the gender representation, but also make surembaien will not remain

backbenchers in all positions. Thank you very much

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much for having the courage to
convey your sentiments. We wish you well — a speedovery. Any
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further discussions? Does the Honourable Primeagtén wish to reply?

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | do
Honourable Speaker and in doing so, | would likefitstly, thank the
Honourable Members for their overwhelming supportthe nomination
of the two colleagues whose credentials speakhfemselves and have
thus generated the kind of positive response tleahawve heard from the
Members.

| would like to respond to the specific issues edidy some of the
Honourable Members, starting with the comment anribed to ensure
that CVs are updated so that they give a correffecteon of the
experience and qualifications of the persons fappses of referencing,
be it for employment consideration or for othergmges. | can only agree
with that and | hope that all of us would practisat to make sure that our
CVs are indeed up to date so that when they angestgd, they would
give accurate information on the status of qualifins and experiences
of the person in question.

There was a concern expressed about the delaybng ¥acancies in the
Public Service. | would like to indicate that tleeruitment process is one
of the processes that has been identified for gireering in the Public
Service to try and streamline it in order for usetgedite the process of
filling vacancies.

On the comments made Bjonourable Venaani,specifically concerning
the concerns expressed out there about the medaldr downsizing the
Public Service and the caution that he himselfdthsanced, | would like
to say the following with regard to that matten fact, the approach of
Government with regard to Public Service reform hsoader than
downsizing, we are actually not even using thahieology. What we are
saying is that the expenses related to personntieirPublic Service is
disproportionately high in the Budget, and we niecbntain that and
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bring it down, so that we can release more fundslifect service delivery
to the Namibian public, and we are looking at a hemof issues to
address in order to achieve that, and the numb@eople in the Public
Service is only one of the many issues that wdaaking at. That is the
first point.

| also agree with the point made that we needke éaphased approach in
dealing with this issue because, as | have indicates a range of issues
that we are looking at.

The third point that | want to make is that theommendations in the
study that has so far been completed are advociatisgme instances for
further investigations and there are also issued thould require

extensive consultations with stakeholders. Theegfthere is no finality
on a number of issues. | have had a lot of comangnabout, for

example, decreasing the age for early retiremériiere is no decision
taken on that. We only said that we are goinqhwestigate it, look at all
the aspects related to that issue and we may cantednd saywve should

not reduce it to that age that is referred to i tthocumenor we should

not do it at all.

I, therefore, want to appeal to the public to bBtgatient and allow us to
carry out all the necessary investigations and lswonsult stakeholders
to arrive at a definite proposal that we would abkare with Parliament.

The Honourable Member also called for incentivesatiner for education
of Civil Servants who leave the Civil Service, riotuse their pension
packages on consumptions. | can only agree withihithat regard. In
fact, we are advocating for an Amendment to Remsions Fund Adio
provide for pension preservation for employees Wwdave employment
prior to retirement age because there are peopte actually leave the
Public Service not because they want to go on eatisement, but just to
get access to the accumulated pension benefitthagdyo and spend that
on consumable goods like cars, which are sometimaésven insured.
These cars that they spend their pension monegithwer get stolen or
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involved in accidents, and as a result they cono lagain crying, trying

to be reinstated into their old positions in theblRuService, and even
when they do succeed, their new service would b&hsat that it will not

allow them to accumulate enough pension to sugteem during their

retirement period.

We actually would want to engage the Ministry afidice and the public
at large to see whether we cannot changé®#resion Fund Adh order to
make provision for that, however, that will alsovéao go hand in hand
with public education. People need to understhat gension is not your
ordinary savings. Ordinary savings you do with eothfinancial
institutions, such as banks. When you accumulatsipn benefits, that is
to be accessed only when you go on pension. Hoismeant to be
accessed midterm, to buy a car, build a house en @¢@ conduct a
business. | would advise you to go to the banKuoding for these — that
is why we have Public Financial Institutions andave also reforming the
Private Financial Sector in order for them to pdevcredit to all proposals
that are deserving of funding without any due dmsration of the kind
that we are observing today, that has motivatedousome up with a
Financial Sector Reform Strategy and also to embarkhe formulation
of NEEEF.

There was a comment on the need to practise geuety in selecting

persons for leadership positions, especially on &oB&rds. | want to

indicate that that is a principle that the Governtrand the SWAPO Party
embrace and that is why the SWAPO Party opted delara Style Party
list for the National Assembly. Unfortunately, oGolleagues from the
Opposition Parties are reluctant to embrace thatiple. Some of them
even went to the extent of withdrawing women wheehaarned their
positions on their Party’s ticket and replaced themh men. This is not

to discredit the Honourable Members who came ineoHouse that way;
it is not about them, it is just the principle tham speaking to. | know
that Honourable Dudu Murorua is an experiencedtipalin and he has
proven himself in the various capacities that he karved, but as the
Leader of Government Business in the House, | whikédto call upon
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other Political Parties in this House to follow tsat what the SWAPO
Party has done and make sure that their lists ahiMis to Parliament, in
the National Assembly and in the National Couneflact gender balance.
(Applause)

| also want to indicate that with regard to gendalance at State-Owned
Enterprises, Cabinet has resolved to task the kiniof Public
Enterprises together with the Minister of Gended &hild Welfare to
look at developing modalities to ensure that thergender equity in the
employment and deployment to the Boards of State€dEnterprises;
so that issue is already on the radar of Government

Now regarding the country as a whole, we alreadye e Affirmative
Action Act which requires balance in all forms and ways,luding
gender in terms of employment. Under NEEEF (Newuitafle
Economic Empowerment Framework), we are going tmire that apart
from balance in terms of gender in employment,dtsrould also be that
balance in terms of ownership of corporate, in teahmanagement — the
people who are to be entrusted with managemenomesgplities and also
with regard to Financial Institutions in terms oktallocation of credit
because we have observed that when it comes taingspivomen
entrepreneurs, they struggle to get access to rigndiHowever, we do
really have women that are very entrepreneurial aré very
hardworking, but are struggling to get funds fagithbusinesses.

We have already engaged the Public Financial utgiits and | have
already noted, even when | was the Minister of kg that that is being
addressed. The Development Bank, for exampldtisng to ensure that
the Public Funds that are entrusted to them foestment into the
economy would not only help us to grow the econobyt, would also
help us to restructure the economy by creatinguduostrial base and assist
us to bring those who were previously disadvantagetboard the
economy, be they people of African origin, womergope with
disabilities or young people.
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The Public Funding Institutions have, thereforegerbeensitised in this
regard and, in fact, in its Impact Report, the Depment Bank of
Namibia does indicate how the deployment of resssiare done in this
regard and how the benefits have been shared amdmgsdifferent
categories of beneficiaries. We will, thus, conérto keep that issue on
the radar.

The youthful Member, my Brothddonourable Nekundj there asked for
an Internship Policy in order to equip the youngdyrates from tertiary
institutions with practical skills so that they caée absorbed into the
labour market. | would like to inform him that tReiblic Service already
has an Internship Policy that is currently beingie®ed in order to
strengthen it. | am hoping that the Public Servimmmission, in terms
of its function as the advisor to Government ontaratof Public Service
Management, would continue to render its advicehe Office of the
Prime Minister and Government in general, on thsie. | have already
talked about the reforms that are ongoing to stlieanthe processes and
that also includes the re-engineering of processéiis is one of the
activities that are under consideration, not onigler the Office of the
Prime Minister, but under a number of Offices, Mines and Agencies.

There was a call for the Public Service Commissmassist in ensuring
that there is monitoring of the performance of RuBlervants. | want to
indicate that the Government has a Performance d#anant System in
place that was initially focussed to the Civil Seev Of recent,

specifically last year, the system was cascadedargsvto also include
Political-Office-Bearers who then signed Perforneagreements with
His Excellency, the President. This is, especially monitor the

performance of Public Servants, be they PoliticHie®-Bearers or Civil

Servants to make sure that they deliver on the abments that are made.
This system entails ensuring that all Public Oficgould have would
have Action Plans, and all Political-Office-Bearemsould have

commitments signed between the Political-OfficeiBes and the
President through Performance Agreements, andibeg are regular
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Progress Reports and Evaluation Reports to askeggrogress made in
executing agreed tasks and also the impact oinipeementation of those
activities on service delivery and developmenthia ¢country.

We have, therefore, made a start in that regards, Yhe process is still
maturing and it can be improved further, but weehiantiated the process.

| want to conclude by thanking the Honourable Merstagain, for their
support of these nominations of the Presidentlkahie vacancies on the
Public Service Commission. Thank you, Honouralpleager.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | now put the question that the Mitbe
adopted. Any objection? Agreed to.

MOTION OF CONDELENCE

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Members, at this juncture, beforski the
Prime Minister to adjourn the House, | would like bn behalf of the
National Assembly, express our sincere condoleaocéssadness indeed,
about the tragic passing on of fifteen of our cotmpts passengers who
tragically lost their lives last on Friday, the™af February 2016, in a
horrific accident.

Once more, on behalf of the National Assembly amtked the people of
this country, let their souls rest in peace and thayGrace of the Lord be
with their families and friends. Perhaps we cooliserve a minute of
silence.

HOUSE OBSERVES A MINUTE OF SILENCE
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Well, in view of the fact that weear
almost done, may | ask the Right Honourable DoBwme Minister to
adjourn the House?

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : Honourable Speaker, | Move that this
House adjourns until tomorrow, at 14:30. | Move so

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. The House stands adjourned until
tomorrow, the usual time.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 16:55 UNTIL 2016.02.17 AT 14:30
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS
WINDHOEK

17 FEBRUARY 2016

The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirnmatio

BILLS CONFIRMED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Members, we had been informed by the
Chairperson of the National Council that the Coljnagiterms of Article
75(2) of the Constitution, considered and confirntieel following Bills
with Amendments.

(i) Civil Aviation Bill [B.1 — 2015];
(i) Regional Councils Amendment BB.11 — 2015]; and
(iii) Local Authorities Amendment BjB.12 — 2015].

These Bills will be placed on the Order Paper Bmonsideration by this
Assembly as soon as the Ministers concerned irelittadir readiness to
continue. | will leave it at that.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Honourdioléster of
Finance.

TABLING: REPORTS OF AUDITOR-GENERAL
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HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : Honourable Speaker, Honourable
Members, | lay upon the Table, Reports of the Aardizeneral on the
Accounts of the following:

() Municipality of Outjo for the Financial Year endd@ June 2014;
(i) Town Council of Luderitz for the Financial Year edd30 June 2014,
(iif) Town Council of Rundu for the Financial Year en@8dJune 2014,

(iv) Village Council of Leonardville for the Financialedr ended 30 June
2013; and

(v) Village Council of Stampriet for the Financial Yeanded 30 June
2014.

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Notice of Questions. | recognise
Honourable Van Den Heever.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 16:

HON VAN DEN HEEVER: Thank you, Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Speaker, | give Notice that on Thursdag,2%" of February
2016, | shall ask the Minister of Mines and Energianourable Obed
Kandjoze the following:
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Over the last few months, | have closely followexyelopments relating
to the possible establishment of Marine Phosphate$/4n Namibia.

According to a Report imfhe Namibiarof 11 February 2016, the Cabinet
Committee on Trade and Economic Development wagkethswith
compiling a Report on whether Marine Phosphate ijnshould be
permitted in Namibia and such Report would themrmfahe basis of
Cabinet’s decision.

[, therefore, ask:

1. Can the Honourable Minister please share the fgaliof that Report
with this Assembly, highlighting theros and consrelating to such
potential ventures.

2. Additionally, has a Cabinet decision been reachedvbether Marine
Phosphate Mining will be permitted in Namibia. Aimfdsuch a
decision has indeed been reached, what was it drat was the
rationale therefore? | thank you.

QUESTION 17:

HON VAN DEN HEEVER : Honourable Speaker, my second question -
| give Notice that on Thursday, the™8f February 2016, | shall ask the
Minister of Health and Social Services, HonourabteBernard Haufiku
the following:

| refer to an article imThe Namibiarof Tuesday, 16 February 2016 titled -
“Nam Buys Unregistered ARVs.” In this article it is alleged that the
Ministry did not follow the correct tender procedsiin purchasing ARVs

— either from Uganda or elsewhere, where exactlyisclear — as the —

“emergency purchases’ exemption does apparenthapply to ARVS.”

More worryingly, it is further alleged that uporrigal, the ARVs were

121



17 February 2016 NOTICE OF QUESTIONS
HON VAN DEN HEEVER

immediately dispensed to medical facilities withbeing duly registered
and/or certified, as required, by tidamibia Medicines and Related
Substances Control Act

| am hesitant to draw any definitive conclusions tbrs matter based
solely on media reports and |, therefore, ask theidWer to clarify the
following issues:

1. What was the procedure followed in acquiring theVARand what
necessitated a departure from the normal procedui&@as such
departure in line with existing Rules and Regula®

HON MEMBER : Were you not in the House when the Honourable
Minister explained?

HON VAN DEN HEEVER : | was in the House.

2. Is the allegation true that the medication was ehsgd to hospitals
without first being registered or a determinati@ving been made on
their suitability and effectiveness? Should metiiicahave been duly
registered, is there documentary proof to thisoeffe the form of a
certificate or other document(Pntervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order, Honourable Member.

HON VAN DEN HEEVER : | thank you, Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Are you done?

HON VAN DEN HEEVER : | am done.(Laughter)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Van Den Heever, you
escaped that. May | now call upon Honourable Kat@ia?

QUESTION 18:

HON KAVEKOTORA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | give Notice
that on Thursday, the 25of February 2016, | shall ask the Minister of
Environment and Tourism, Honourable Pohamba Shité following
guestions relating to Conservancies in the Kunesgids:

A possible conflict situation is developing in theéonservancies of
Omatendeka and Ehi Rovipuka in the Kunene Regidine potential
conflict arises from farmers being evicted from area apparently
demarcated exclusively for wild life

1. Is the Minister aware of the potential conflictusition in Omatendeka
and Ehi Rovipuka between Conservancies and farming?

2. Can the Honourable Minister explain to this augdsuse and the
Nation how co-habitation works in communal areasvben wild life
and farmers?

3. Lastly, can the Minister provide to this august Bewvith a list of
places in the communal areas that are exclusivetyadcated for wild
life, if such a list of exclusivity exists? | sodve, Honourable
Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We move on to Honourable Muharukua.

QUESTION 19:

HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | hereby give
Notice that on Thursday, the 2%f February 2016, | shall ask the
Minister of Presidential Affairs, Honourable Frafapofi, the following:

Over the past few years the Namibian Nation hasn bedness to
demonstrations and demands of a group of youthhisitbecome known
as the“Struggle Kids.” Chief amongst the demands of Struggle Kids has
been, first and foremost, formal recognition asi§gie Kid and secondly,
that certain jobs be reserved and allocated on8trtiaggle Kids.

Further, as soon as the demands of one group wj@é Kids are met and
they are granted employment or some other fornssiStance, a new and
bigger group of Struggle Kids emerges and make® memands.

With that in mind, these are my questions:

1. Aside from someone’s declarations, behaviour antngness to go
and live on a campsite with other unemployed youthat defines a
“Struggle Kid?” What are the formal requirements drder to be
conferred this status and have exclusive accessrtain reserved job
opportunities?

2. Is the Government's Policy to earmark and availtaserjobs to
individuals based on the mere fact that they ardaam to be Struggle
Kids not unduly discriminatory against other equakedy youth?

Why should it not be perceived that claiming toab8truggle Kid has
become a back-door way to gaining an undue advantagsecure
Government employment? | so Move, Honourable Sgreak
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | now call upon Honourable //Gowases

QUESTION 20:

HON //IGOWASES: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | give Notica th
on Thursday, the 250f February 2016, | shall ask the Minister of Werk
and Transport, Honourable Alfeus INaruseb, theofwihg questions.

| have mentioned before in one of my addressesNhmibian roads

infrastructure that, travelling on some of our reasllike signing a death
sentence. In case, however, | am referring takguehich pose a danger
to other drivers. Precious lives are lost on oatidhal Roads everyday
because truck drivers are not taking enough breaisgetting enough

sleep, falling asleep on the wheel and thus caerseus accidents.

| recall that in the past, before our hard-won petedence, trucks were
prohibited to use National Roads during certainreon the evening and
were compelled to park from sunset to sunrise. tWiant to know from
the Honourable Minister is:

1. Are there any Provisions in our Law protecting kruawners to
operate unabated?

2. Why are no Provisions being made for more truckgpon our roads
to allow drivers to take breaks, to rest and slbefore tackling the
long roads they have to travel? This will certaimrevent most
accidents from occurring.

My suggestion in this rather urgent national problevould be the
following:

» The possibility of a Provision in the Law to makeobligatory for

truck drivers to have co-drivers so that they cérr@ate driving,
giving each other an opportunity to rest.
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* | respectfully submit that the Government shoulkeni a priority to
create more truck ports in our beloved Land of Beve to
accommodate truck drivers and this way also cugb high rate of
accidents on our roads.

Honourable Speaker, | so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We move to Notice of Motions. Yes,
Honourable Van Den Heever, please.

NOTICE OF MOTIONS

HON VAN DEN HEEVER: Thank you, Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Speaker, | hereby give Notice that oestiay, the 23 of
February 2016, | shall Move that this House:

Debatespossible avenues to curtail the upsurge in domegilence cases
in the last few years.

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We must win the battle. 1 call upon
Honourable Muharukua.

HON MUHARUKUA : Honourable Speaker, | hereby give Notice that
on Tuesday, the #3February 2016, | shall Move that this House:-
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Discusseghe possibility of the Government entering intdoRu Private
Partnerships (PPPs) with commercial farm owne®gs of unemployed
youth and other relevant stakeholders so that wedeabush and harvest
unwanted bush on commercial land, both privately @rate owned.

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | now call upon Honourable Usutuaije
Maamberua to have a second bite of the cherry. Naxe the Floor,
Honourable Maamberua, to reintroduce your Motion.

HON MAAMBERUA : Thank you, Comrade Speaker. Comrade
Speaker, allow me to improve on the standard teat yesterday.

| give Notice that on Tuesday, the"28f February 2016, | shall Move that
the National Assembly:-

Discussesand Debatesthe need or otherwise of constructing a new
Parliament Building.

| so Move, Honourable SpeakgApplause)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | am actually smiling and
Honourable Maamberua is responsible for that sniileank you.

We move on to Messages from the Head of State? istdimal
Statements? | think we have exhausted our list.

We move on to the next important item on our agemththat is — the
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First Notice of a Motion is the one of HonourableukXab. Does the
Honourable Member Move the Motion?

MOTION ON THE DELIMITATION OF THE KUNENE REGION

HON 'AUXAB : | so Move, Honourable Speaker. Honourable Speake
thank you very much. | rise to motivate my Motidnt in light of the
advice | got from the most trusted Senior persohave decided to re-
direct my Motion to the relevant Ministry, which the Ministry of
Regional and Local Government.

HON SPEAKER: The name has changed, but we know which Ministry
you are talking about.

HON IAUXAB : Yes, | am sure the Members actually know whainl a
talking about(interjection)

HON MEMBER : We do not know. Where is that.

HON 'AUXAB : You know. Honourable Namoloh, this is not Deferc
so that the Ministry concerned, can channel it he Office of the
President. | so Submit, Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. 1 think the Motion stands
redirected to the appropriate authorities. Witatthve move on. Thank
you very much. We actually need to thank you faury spirit of
cooperation in facilitating the work of the HousEhank you very much.

The Second Notice of a Motion is the one of the ¢loable Minister of
Information and Communication Technology. Does tHenourable
Minister Move the Motion?

HON MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY : | so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Who seconds the Motion? Any objection? The
Honourable Minister has the Floor.

RATIFICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION AND CONVENTION
OF THE AFRICAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNIONS

HON MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY : Sorry, the technology is failing mélnterjection) We
do not have network in Divundu. Just one secomagd, Honourable
Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: That is why | always prefer to have my notes.
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HON MEMBER : Just postpone it to tomorrow.

HON MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY : No, we do not need to postpone it, it is ready.
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, allow nfeggbwish you all
the best and the strength you all deserve for 20i6beyond.

Honourable Speaker, | will have to attend to thstey in the House.
There is a problem.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the Telpuoritations

Industry plays a crucial role in socio-economic e@lepment, and its
capability to enable all Sectors of the economypédorm can never be
underestimated. To leverage this, Namibia needsligm herself with

organisation, aiming at developing the telecommations services, one
of which is the African Telecommunications UnionT{4).

The foundation of ATU dates back to 1977 when iission was a part of
the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), which hasce been replaced
by the African union (AU). ATU was formerly formad 1999 as the
successor to the PAN-African Telecommunicationsodni

As a specialized Agency of the then OrganisatioAfocan Unity, ATU
was established to spearhead the development efotaimunication
services in Africa by way of providing fora for k&holders involved in
ICT to formulate effective policies and strategemsned at improving
access to information infrastructure and services.

ATU is further charged with the responsibility ofomoting rapid
development of info-communication to achieve urseéraccess and
service as well as full interconnectivity among wmies, and also
facilitate the participation in the global infornaat society, thereby
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fostering development in Africa.

The supreme policy making body of the Union is ®lenipotentiary
Conference composed of Ministers responsible forforination

Communications Technology of Member Countries, Whiceets every
four years in Ordinary Sessions to consider andcaygpbroad four-year
programme of activities, budget ceilings for therfgear cycle; elect the
Secretary-General and Members of the Administra@eincil among
others for four years.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, Articlel14f the ATU
Constitution stipulates that, the Instruments @& thnion shall be: the
Constitution; the Convention and the AdministratRegulations.

Article 14(2) of the ATU Constitution stipulatesaththis Constitution
shall be the fundamental instrument of the Unidine Provisions of this
Constitution shall be complemented by those ofGbavention.

Article 17(1) of the ATU Constitution stipulatesatithis Constitution and
Convention shall be ratified by each of the signatéovernment. There
shall only be one single instrument of ratification

Article 4 of the ATU Constitution stipulates thdtet Union shall be
composed of Member States and Associate Members K1@mber shall
be:

a) Any Member State of the AU which signs and ratifieis Constitution
and Convention or acceded to them;

b) Any Member State which becomes a member of AU ammeé@es to
this Constitution and Convention.

Namibia is not a member of ATU and has been pastaig in the ATU
meetings and benefited from the co-ordination antsultation efforts in
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aligning itself with the common ATU position beforattending
International Telecommunications Conferences. N&mparticipates as
an observer and cannot actively participate iméuéence the discussions
and decisions at the ATU meetings.

Namibia’s intention of becoming a member of ATUWasbenefit from the
ATU Telecommunications development Programmes, aufively

participate in contributions to ATU activities shagp the future of the
Telecommunication Sector in Africa.

Namibia is a member of the International Telecomication Union
(ITU), but not ATU. Namibia’s ICT stakeholders also members of the
telecommunication regional bodies that Report ® SADC Secretariat
and its ICT experts such the Communications Regujafuthority of
Southern Africa (CRASA), Southern African Telecommuations
Association (SATA), Pan-African Postal Union (PAPHNd Southern
African Broadcasting Association (SABA).

It is, therefore, rationale for Namibia to be a MEmof ATU so that the
SADC Secretariat will then drive a common posititam its member
States, including Namibia’s on ICT matters at ATidlaTU levels.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of this stugouse, in light
of the aforementioned, | humbly wish to submit &EU Instruments for
ratification for Namibia to become a member of Aabd join the other
44 AU Member States. The ratification of the AThstruments will
accord Namibia an opportunity to continue workingdther and build in
solidarity with the African Telecommunications fdynio realise the goal
of moving the African continent a step further bfedng a wider range of
guality telecommunication services. | thank yoonburable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much, Honourable Minister. | was
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actually looking at you; as you were making yourtMation, all along, |

had assumed that we were actually a formal membéeause we have,
through the NBC and other Institutions, includinguy Ministry, been

connected to this particular Organisation. Thaok yor bringing this

issue to the House. | call upon Honourable Stexauilenhout.

HON BEZUIDENHOUT : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. ICT related
matters are like drugs to me, | cannot help, buekan opinion. | want to
really implore this Assembly to support and ratifiys so that we become
a full Member.

Besides benefiting, we can also be contributing exett our influence. |
cannot change the Constitution, | do not want @ eeth the instrument,
but something that | have observed over a numbeyeafs is that the
Communication Sector appears more and more to &endéxt growth
frontier in Africa.

We have a lot of friends and receive advice froheoparts of the world
to take control of this Sector to the detrimenbaof own African services,
especially our youth. We must, therefore, take Bector very seriously.
It is growing very fast, it is very lucrative andegybody in the ICT or IT
Sector becomes a billionaire over a short time. RAkee a lot of potential
in this country and we can play a significant rimleassisting, supporting
and making propositions, etcetera.

Thanks to the policy decision to go the E-Govereamute, Namibia as a
country is on its way there and | am afraid thatmeay become a digital
island in SADC, which will not be good. One of thbjectives is to
prepare special programmes for Africa’s least dgsadl countries and
rural telecommunication development. | do not p#gntion to the least
developed countries, | do not have a definitiontf@m. However, one of
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the objectives is that we can assist each othgraw telecommunication,
especially in the rural areas.

| want to share a story, just to show the potemtddliamibia. | have been
hunting down a young man for a number of yeardave heard about
him, but could not trace him. However, | tracedhhast year. This
young man developed a hardware device to spreadhtémet to rural
areas via radio frequencies something that has been developed
anywhere in the world.

| introduced him to Honourable Tweya, last timethet ICT Summit. Our
research Council took the young man under theigwo make sure he
progresses with this device. Otherwise, as thigpbéaed — | know of three
instances in Africa where young people have devélams to the point
where they become frustrated due to a lack of suppbhen somebody
comes from America, China or wherever comes and thig patent at the
cheapest possible price that they can afford. cAigi it is a lot of money
for that individual, they make millions and billisnafterwards. We,
therefore, do have the potential in this countrdddunny things.

Having said that, | want to share with you that It four or five years, |
have been involved with a group of young peoplengoapplication
development through software engineering on a wele#sis and | saw a
lot of potential in them. The only problem is ta have not been able to
create an opportunity for young people or any persm progress to
established Telecommunication Industries and lktke should consider
that.

Another story, just to show the potential againast lyear, we spent a
whole weekend coding to solve problems. We receavehallenge from
a bank, where the bank wanted to get a mobile paysystem for its own
commercial purposes. Namibia does not have that.
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HON MEMBER : What about the e-Wallet?

HON BEZUIDENHOUT : | am talking about a mobile payment system,
you can do your e-Wallet and those things, butetieno mobile payment
system.

We took the challenge and they indicated in theaagent that they will
take the best one and develop it further. To tbem surprise they found
that the quality was very good and they actualbubated the top three in
Bank Windhoek to developed this application furthefhey were so
shocked and surprised about what these young peogle capable of
doing and they decided to grab the opportunityeeetbp it further. What
| can say is that | will keep my eye open so thatde not exploit these
young people. We can gain the benefit, but nathatexpense of the
young people.

Also last year, a man from Boston in the Unitedt€dacame here. He
visits Namibia regularly. He is a tourist and Bkeoming here. Whilst
here, he offered to do a course on a very spewidig of developing the
code for iPhones. After we had a discussion | éddken why he was
interested to do that here and he said that theridaredevelopers have
out priced themselves. American companies arertbhtuimterested to deal
with these people, because it involves way too mmohey and they went
to the Indians for a number of years, and they sile there, but the

Indians have also become arrogant. They just pytmece of code
together, whether it is good, bad or ugly and tha@pient corporations
suffer on the other side. He, therefore came tmiNia to look around

and see if he can find potential. His conclusioasvihat there was
potential. It is not a matter of cheap labourythegll pay a fair price in

US Dollars, which would be a lot of money in Naraibi
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Honourable Tweya, what | want to say is that theJA$ developed so

that we do not get caught up in the industrial hetvon, where they were

previously developing cars, trains, etcetera. VW&sed out as a continent
on that revolution and now we are only buying tlirtgat are already
developed. Africa is experiencing growth in thisc®r. The world has

concluded that the Communication Sector in Afries la lot of potential

and it necessitates them to come and invest. Nodlgay that they should
not invest, but we should keep control of that Seets a continent. |

really urge us here in Namibia to strictly lookarthis and broaden it so
that we do not send out jobs to India.

Finally, | want to take this opportunity to thankery specific Ministry in
this country that invited an Expression of Intedast year. | encouraged
young people to assess their skills and make #sugimission, which they
did, and something happened that enabled them hmistan Animal
Health Information System for this country and tlaeg still continuing.

Therefore, the potential is there, it is just ateradf opportunity and that
is the only difference between us. If one is neai@ of that, you would
invite Mauritius, China and even countries in Ewomhich come and
take hundred percent of these opportunities.

We must think of giving Namibians an opportunity,they meet the

standard and requirements. Let us use them, edlgeoow that the

country is moving towards e-Governance within tle&trcouple of years
and implementation policy is in the Mobile Sectowe have a lot of

opportunities in the Mobile Sector. |, therefaraplore the Leaders here
to do the right thing and not forget Namibian @hs. Africa should also
not miss this opportunity and regret like when thmeigsed out on the
Industrial Revolution. Thank you, Honourable Spak
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. We move on Honourable Dr
Kawana.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE : Thank you very much, Honourable
Speaker. | rise to support my Dear Colleague, @derand Friend for
this very noble objective.

Comrade Speaker, Africa has been divided for a lange. Even
travelling to the next-door neighbour, there wadink either by road or
by rail, one had to go via Europe to visit yourghdgour — it was as bad as
that. Up until recently, if one wanted to makea#l to a neighbour, one
had to go via Europe to speak to the next-doorhieigr. That is why |
feel this Convention is part of Africa’s integratio It will provide an
opportunity, especially to our young people to wvete, and | agree with
my Senior Colleague who has just spoken that we laalot of talent in
Africa when it comes to ICT.

| came across a number of programmes showing ypeogle who are
very dedicated to innovation in countries such aara and | have also
watched a lot of those programmes on Internationél Channels in

Kenya and Uganda among others. | have also watehpdogramme

regarding Rwanda. In Rwanda 40% of their finantiahsactions are
done through what they call e-Wallet and these soene of the

experiences that we can tap into, instead of etieng depending on
Europe and America. As the Honourable Member lad, sve can

encourage innovation.

The first multinational mobile phone giant was Nakilt was killed by the
lack of innovation. That is why | am very happydasupportive of this
Motion so that we encourage our young people toefiefrom this
Industry, as the Honourable Member has said. Wne of the fastest
growing Industries in the world. It is worth bdhs and billions, if not
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trillions of US Dollars. It is one tool that wercase to combat poverty in
Africa. We need to innovate in order to catch ughwether Continents,
especially in the Z1iCentury. That is why | am thanking my Brother for
bringing this particular aspect to this august Hous

| hope that charges, especially roaming chargesexample, would be
addressed, because that is where we kill ourselyédricans. It is much
cheaper when you roam in America, perhaps twicaméethan when you
roam in our neighbouring countries.

These are some of the areas that we need to rewitlitat we can improve
and spread the benefit across our countries anduto nationals.

Otherwise, with these few remarks, Honourable Spedkvholeheartedly
support the Motion. | thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much indeed. | now call upon
Honourable Shanghala.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Thank you, Mr Speaker. 1 also rise to
support the accession by Namibia, but before lajdvs Speaker, permit
me to just, on a technical issue refer to the ORBger. The Order reads
— That this Assembly rectifies the Constitution then¥@ntion of the
African Telecommunications UniorThe difficulty is that, if you read the
Constitution — Article 63(2)(e) say$p agree to the ratification obr
accession to International Agreements.

Maybe the Order Paper ought to reatthat this Assembly agrees to ratify
the accession to the documeniThe difference is that the institution
already exists. At the end of the submitted domtroe Page 20, we have
a list of the countries that have actually signpdauit. Once it is signed
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and exist, you can only accede to it by deposiyongr instrument of
accession. This Parliament would agree to thesscme or agree to ratify
the accession.

It is just something technical that | hope is pithg. Having said that,
Mr Speaker, as | indicated, | support this Act &mel reason | do so, Mr
Speaker, is that we live in the Information AgeheTdigital revolution has
taken over our lives and Africa as a Continentsdo& have a position on
many mattersper se We are always part of the discussion as an
afterthought and never in the main discussion.

Information Technology is very much linked to thenumunication

technologies that are present today and tomorrbwfact, we have very
sophisticated digital systems, but they need to momcate and the
platftorm for communicating is to be established otiyh those
technologies that will be created in the futureis la great opportunity for
Africa to probably lead in many respects and wagkim unison will only

be to our advantage.

There are also aspects that we need to guard gavh&ch are a

consequence of the world we are living in; sucltrame — which would

be transported over these networks. It would gesat opportunity for us
to communicate a common position for Africa as atioent so that we
may be able to deal with some of these crimes.ndla country may not
be able to muster enough relevance for many oetbasties which are so
big.

We can put many of our GDPs together so that whertrwto impose
upon them, the need for our concern to be takea ohr they may not
necessarily listen to you, but as a Continent dmdugh organisations
such as this one, we may do so on our way to therrational

Telecommunications Union. Therefore, with thesaakks, Mr Speaker, |
support the ratification. Thank you.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | appreciate the technical
aspect you highlighted, but | can only inform theude that the Motion
was tabled by the Honourable Minister as read enQhder Paper. We
are, however, not rigid; if there is a need for adyustment to make sure
that it is correctly reflected, | would encourage Minister to liaise with
the Senior Officials here, if there is a need. Idoar, | just want to say
that we took it as it was presented by the Hondarilnister.

Next on my list is Honourable Dr Ankama.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER FISHERIES AND _MARINE
RESOURCES Thank you, Honourable Speaker. While the isstie
technicalities is being brushed out, | think itjist worthy for us to
continue supporting the move to ratify the ATU. aletual fact, ICT is the
backbone of socioeconomic development and it shbalé@ccelerated to
the speed that it should be.

Of recent, ICT development in many countries hasftezh the
socioeconomic nature of the countries and of thepleeout there. We
should, therefore, imagine what can happen shoelédaeeede to the ATU
and then come in with activities that would helptascreate conducive
opportunities for our youth to take part in suchattes.

| would refer to things like the Institutions of dtier Learning, Schools,
Colleges, Universities and so on and then we perlcapate things like
ICT Villages in communities where individuals whoowd want to
venture into ICT would have the chance to discussreate fora where
they would learn and invite experts to come in halp them acquire the
necessary skills and tools.

In actual fact, | have met a lot of youth as welho are ICT literate and
who are at the level of furthering their ambitior@urrently, if you look at
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our communication system that some of the Colleagugve spoken
about, you will realise that, if you just go to Aulg, you would not be
able to communicate normally with your colleaguekame. Even if you
go to Zambia the situation is the same.

Let us imagine if we ratify and create this consacienvironment,
hopefully within three to five years we would bdealo reach out or to
reach into agreements where we would be in a conuation lines with
our colleagues somewhere, whether in Uganda, Ta&nzan beyond
without necessarily having to go via Europe. ICTl w actual fact
simply things for us.

Currently, we have e-Governance. How many of yawvehthese gadgets?
How effectively are they being used just to makee ghat we do not use
much of the cash that we are currently using in Budgets? A truck
carrying some documents, goes from here to Keetnoapsor from here
to Walvis Bay, whereas this could have been comoated via the
internet or through the use of ICT.

The others would be challenges — we have trangponimunications, for
example, a driver is driving from here — and | rember telling you some
time back in this Chamber — where a car could b&ed three times a
week. A car is not something that can gleeighter) Yes, | have not
seen pee in a car so it cannot be filled up thmest a week while it has
not moved.

HON SPEAKER: | am not sure of what the Honourable Member is
trying to say(intervention)
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER FISHERIES AND MARINE
RESOURCES What | am trying to say is, if there was a propentrol
mechanism in place by using ICT tools, you would be deceived by
drivers who steal petrol or fuel out of the carhaTis what it means in
practical terms.

ICT could in actual fact be our enabler in respogdio some of these
challenges that we are talking about. | am spgakbout e-Governance
versusthe use of ICT.

If we ratify the ATU or if we accede to the ATU Gantion, we would
probably be in a better position to solve someheke issues. We are in
need of technical skills in ICT. | am talking abdhings like three or
probably four years back, when we were perhapstamtmany, if you
look at the communication towers, they could previdr a larger radius
in terms of kilometres, but just after we have ablddditional towers, one
can never tell whether it is the footage calibmatior something else,
because currently, you cannot even communicate. theEi the
communication tools are overloaded and there idphvho is able to
unlock or to create a conducive communication likkée currently have a
problem.

The ICT Minister was unable to access the intejustta few minutes ago
here, while he is here — it is really a problenme@vants to touch a button
and within a matters of seconds you have an answeierefore, think
that we should accede to the ATU Convention. hkhgou.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much, Honourable Minister. Inti
my particular challenge, sometime with my SMS @titne screen is very
sensitive. Before | complete a line, the messagmne.

Anyway, next on my list is Honourable Charles Nawfhol
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HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY : Thank you,
Honourable Speaker. Maybe they think the Militdoes not know ICT,
that is why they are sayingh, oh, ohwhen | rise. | want to tell you that
ICT emanates from the Military since time immembri& you do not
know.

| rise to support the Motion seeking to ratify t@enstitution and the
Convention of the African Telecommunication Uniohthink it is very
important that we ratify and become a Member ofAl&).

| think Africa from the colonial time — | do not &w about the pre-
colonial time, but during the colonial time, thetiem structure of our
telecommunications systems — the old telegram ov tiee telephones,
were all centralised at the capitals of our colbmasters. If you go to
Luanda and you want to call Namibia, your call mgstthrough Lisbon
before it comes to Windhoek. It could as well bsitaation where one
calls from Luanda or even from Ondjiva, which is the border of
Namibia and you want to talk to someone in Oshikatigs side. You
may be in Santa Clara, which is even closer to Kastgo, but the call
would go through Lisbon before it comes to Oshikangrou were at a
distance where you could shout to each other, bmt gould not
communicate directly to each other using the tetenanication system
then.

If you are in Namibia, your call would have to g@\Cape Town to
London before it reached Angola and many other tesm Calls from
French speaking countries would have to go viasPagfore they got to
you. It is mainly because we have not createct&iras that can serve us
as a Continent.

Even today, when you look at the mobile communiragroviders that
we have in each country, it is only the names lizae changed, but they
are virtually the same providers. They are eifr@mn Portugal, if you go
to Angola and here, either from South Africa oeelkere. The
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domination in the telecommunication arena stillsexi And also, Africa
is a consumer of what others are making, whileghsbo are providing
these products or services are consumers of theaffbrains.

Why am | saying this? It is because we do notter¢he necessary
infrastructures to encourage our people to serve luthink we need to
understand that the ratification of this Conventioould help us as
Africans, work together and create infrastructutes could in turn help
maintain and retain our own brains in our own cdestto serve us,
because wherever you go, some of the products metowéd in other
countries are produced by Africans who ran to tlomsetries.

There are no innovations here, but if you compafecé to Asia and
some other Latin American countries, they have matde many
innovations in terms of the Mobile Industry, forsiance. We are only
consumers — we have Toyotas, Mercedes Benzes ahdweeeverything,
all made by other people.

When it comes to cell phones, you will find peopkre with Samsungs,
iPhones or Nokias, but we do not have somethingaileour own, either
as Africans in general or Namibians in particularou can have, for
example, our own mobile phones calleisha

In most cases, our mentality as Africans is to eomd what others
produce — while other people come up with new imtions, all we do is

to condemn them, sayinthis Chinese cell phones and Chinese cars are
not of good qualityso we opt for Nokia, Apple and other products.t Bu
what are we doing now as Africans?

Honourable Minister, | think when we join this Unjowve should not only
go there, but fight for infrastructures in Africamch we must work for
ourselves.

Some countries just came out of wars most receiitlyou go to
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Vietnam, for instance, the Vietnam war only ended 975, that is when
they got their unification. | first saw that on Ti¥ the former Soviet
Union — when the Americans were jumping from theiips, pushing off
their helicopters because they were overloadedweder, if you go there
today, you will find cell phones made in Viethamdawhen some
Africans where watching the Vietnamese fightingthwere already free
Nations, but where are we now?

Therefore, we must as countries, not only join fbe purpose of
belonging to a Telecommunication Union of Africahwaut trying to find

solutions to our own problems. It is very impottém look at our own
challenges and find ways of overcoming them. Qtiss, it will be of no

use for us to join other countries at this Uniorthaut bringing about
changes that will benefit us. | know most of usveharavelled around
Africa and know how expensive it is for one to coomcate back home
using our mobile phone. One would always call h@né ask -ean you

please recharge? | have run out of airtime (lawght

Since it is an African Telecommunication Union, aan now revisit all
these calling rates and charges between Africantdes. In Europe it is
very cheap, one can just buy a phone card and makd, even to Africa
— and you can talk for as much as you like, but jiysto call anywhere
from here, you will suffer. With these few wordisupport the Motion. |
thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Next on my list is Hondalea
Utoni Nujoma.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Thank you, Comrade
Speaker. | simply rise to support the Honourabieidfer and to urge this
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Assembly to ratify the Constitution and the Conwamtof the African
Telecommunications Union.

A lot has already been said, Comrade Speaker.ink ttis is a good
opportunity that will allow Africans to come togeth as the General just
mentioned, because if you look at ICT — | rementhat during the Arab
Spring, some people were saying ICT has brougletadimension.

Some of those countries that think of controllihg bthers were saying —
this is a good opportunity now to use ICT to fos@rolutions in those
countries. What happened after the Arab spring is that sotinerdorces
made use of high technology to create complicatedps like I1SIS, for
example. ISIS is using high technology to recamit teach people how to
make bombs.

There are lot of advantages and a lot of disadgastaand | think we as
Africans are very, very vulnerable. Looking at mswadays, when it
comes to the proliferation of pornograpl{interjection) Yes, they are
there, you just need to press the button — itrisbie.

| just want to urge the Minister that as we ardingj we must also protect
ourselves because we are becoming more and monerable. | am,
therefore, just urging, while | am supporting thgsa good opportunity for
Africans.

The others have talked of innovation and thereaaia of examples like
e-Wallet, for example, and the mobile banking systs my Friend here,
Honourable Bezuidenhout has mentioned — Kenyaadirg with mobile

banking devices, where almost nobody goes to thé&,kend it is a good
thing. You can perform banking transactions witturycell phone, even
in Uganda and Rwanda there are promising develofamethis Sector.
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The Minister of Home Affairs is here, maybe onel wé able to apply for
a visa using ICT and by the time you get to thgéit you already have
your visa — you just show your cell phone.

HON SPEAKER: The list is inexhaustible.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Yes, the list long and there
are tremendous opportunities. However, my conceriie danger that
this comes with. As much as it is a good prodiictan also be very
dangerous. Some Political Parties can even ab(sighter) | did not
say Honourable Venaani — why are you laughing?

Comrade Speaker, | just rose to support the ratibo and say that must
unite us and look at the positive side and make that we address the
negative aspects.

HON SPEAKER: Absolutely.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Thank you, Comrade
Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Muharukua.
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HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable
Members, | rise to support the fact that we must gur fellow Africans

in unison to better ourselves through technologerefore, to accede is
the correct thing to do.

However, as we speak, we talk of an opportunitygen through
technology, but many a times we leave our bags aepdrcreate structures
which benefit others who are coming in. At times wave our bags open
for those who we tell that we only buy certain prois like Nokia, for
instance, to come and produce that in our countkiésout our people
doing that themselves. What am | saying? What kaying is that if our
young people are not exposed to technology at ayage, they do not
develop the culture of using technology and, theeefproducing it. Their
minds are not ignited at young enough age to atemkinology to become
part of their lives and, therefore, we allow thetibias that are doing that
to continue being a step ahead of us, with us bi@gonsumers.

What am | saying? | hope and plead that what walammg now becomes
an incentive, an opportunity and a way for us amidans to introduce
ICT in our school curriculums. We must digitalmer Education System,
so that technology becomes part of the lives o$eéhstudying at schools
in our country.

| am not talking about the Members of Parliament, the older folks at
times have technology phobia.

HON MEMBER : Even MPs!

HON MUHARUKUA : Yes, even MPs and even lawyers for that matter
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and this is because they have not been exposedhndlogy at a younger
age.

There is a phrase that they use in the Zimbabwehrcdion System,
which says;catch them youngand | think our Government or we as
Namibians must catch our young people at a yourgytaggnite their
minds and in that way encourage them to be produaktechnological
devices.

| hope that the ratification of the Constitutionda@onvention of the
African Telecommunications Union will creates thgportunity for us to
do that. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Next on my list is Hondulea
Dr Mushelenga please.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

AND COOPERATION : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. |
also rise to support that this House advance theesaon to the
Constitution and Convention of the African Telecoamications Union.

However, Honourable Speaker, before | say somefiiriiger, I first want
to talk about the importance of the timely ratifioa of Conventions. We
accede to this Convention, first by affixing ougrsatures to accede to this
Conventions, which is an indication that we coneith the values, norms
and principles. We accede, and come and sit baok hSome of these
Conventions only become operational after a givember of Member
States that have acceded to them or have ratifield €onventions. It is,
therefore, of no use to accede and sit back withatitying because
without ratifying and without the instruments ofifiaation being
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deposited with the authorities, the Convention witlt be operational.
Thus, if we decide to accede, let us accede anc @nd ratify and if we
are not sure, let us not accede at all becaudeeirend, we appear to be
doing something half-heartedly, as if we have muli@ad our minds fully
in the beginning. This is something that we neeldok into.

This Convention is very important and a lot of atepeakers have spoken
about the importance of ICT. Nowadays, everythaglves around ICT.
It was only at the University that | was able ty lmy hands on a
computer, | previously just saw it from a distan¢éowever, when | went
to the primary school that | attended at my villagéound a computer
laboratory, therefore, time changes things.

Today, everything revolves around ICT, technolageverywhere. That
is why it is important to ratify Conventions likhi$ because they come
with a lot of benefits. Firstly, it encourages Mmen States to cooperate
and also involves Private and Public Sector codjmera As you know
there are Associate Members of the ATU that caludeprivate entities
who can then collaborate with the Public Sectovanous ICT activities
by working together to detect some of the unwaraetivities that goes
through ICT, as the Honourable Minister of Land dref just mentioned
here.

There are also challenges in ICT because mostkeadhise networks, be it
telecommunications or the Internet and so fortl, divnership is not in

the hands of Africans. People from other contisewn these networks
that we are using and while we are not too suréhefsecurity of the

information that flows through these networks artere this information

ends up, we continue using these gadgets.

When you are connected to the Internet, any inftonathat you are
using on a particular gadget can go anywhere, dwou think it is just

on your laptops, desktops and iPads. Informatian you are keeping in
there while connected to the Internet may end ypvhare, people will
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have a way of accessing that. As long as we |dav@wnership of ICT
in the hands of non-Africans, our continent wilylaehind as far as the
ICT field is concerned.

Secondly, even with researchers, there is a bnaim @n the continent.

They live and contribute to the intellectual deyst@nt of ICT in other

countries outside the continent. | think that &m Governments, through
Institutions like the ATU are going to address sarhthese problems.

We should look at the ownership aspect and how aveleiy into these
networks, as well as how we can support our priestieepreneurs who
want to buy into these networks, so that they becomined by our own
indigenous persons. We should also see how weeamote Research
and Development in this area on the continent abdhbr scholars do not
have to emigrate to other continents where theygaieg to contribute
intellectually to the development of ICT.

| agree with Honourable Muharukua that it is impattto look at our
curriculum, so that ICT becomes an integral padwfcurriculum. There
are subjects that should just be made compulsdhe Education System
that we went through — we were told that this level you can choose this
and that subject. At High School, we were told that — you can cleos
between Science, Biblical Studies and other thisgsye opted for other
things. We, therefore, did not have Science andh&faatics, not
knowing how important they are and the same goe$dd today. ICT
should not be optional, but be made an integral @athe curriculum, at
least, maybe until Grade 10 so that as our kidsvgup, their IT
knowledge would be at an acceptable level of undedsng the basic
operations of ICT in various Sectors. With these fvords, Honourable
Speaker, | support the ratification.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Next on my long list is
Honourable Kavekotora.

HON KAVEKOTORA : Honourable Speaker, | rise to support the
ratification of the Constitution and Conventiontioé ATU.

| am actually surprised that with the Honourablenistier being a former
Telecom employee, this Convention is only comin@#oliament in 2016,
while some other countries have already ratifiad £999. However, it is
better late than never.

Honourable Speaker, if one looks at the objectiokshe Union, it is
something that could benefit a country like oursduse some of the
objectives are very relevant to a country like odios instance, it says
some of the objectives of the Union is to promdte development and
adaption of appropriate African Telecommunicatiorolidles and
Regulatory Frameworks. | think it is very, verypartant for us to look at
the objectives and also to acknowledge the fadtvileacould benefit from
it. | know for a fact that Namibia as a countrywesy far advanced as far
as telecommunication is concerned, comparativedplepg.

However, Honourable Speaker, in short, the poiat thvant to raise is
the fact that the ratification comes with respoititypand obligation to a
Member State. | think we have to take note of #rad take a coherent
decision with regard to that because many a tipes,find a situation
where you ratify something, but you do not live topthe obligation of
that ratification. That will not be a good thing do, because if you want
to go into something, you have to commit yoursellyf both financially
and in whichever way it is expected of you to be pad parcel of that
particular grouping.
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If one looks at Article 23 of the Constitution oage 14, it spells out the
financial obligations — where does the Union gstnitoney from? It is
very clear that there are contributions from MemBgtes, and | put that
as number one, that highlight the importance of MentStates to make
financial contributions to the Union.

If we can live up to that, | will be very happy tatifying or pulling my

support in the ratification of this Union, becalitsis very important, and
make no mistake, telecommunication is part and gbamf our

development agenda moving forward. Thank you wengh.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Makgone.

HON DEPUTY MINSTER OF URBAN _AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. After listening
the Motivation of the Minister, | thought | alsoveato add my voice in
support of the ratification of this Convention.

| will not repeat what was said already, but wii§ mention two or three
things. The last speaker was talking about theamsbilities and
obligations that we should adhere to. | also rew@ething in Article 26
that is talking about the financial difficulties tfis Organisation, saying
that in case this Organisation experiences finandifficulties, the
Government of the Member State in whose territomg tGeneral
Secretariat of the Union is located shall advancel$ to implement the
Budget until these are reimbursed by the Union.esEhare things we
should be aware of, exists in this Constitution,ewhthe General
Secretariat change from one host country to another
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Honourable Speaker, the other thing is that, whentadk of ICT, we all
refer to the youth, but the youth is struggling nake ends meet
financially. They struggle to garner support inatdver they want to do.

| tend to say that, when we want things to continue just show the
glowing side of whatever we want. When WACS wasnicg to
Namibia, the glowing side was that telecommunicetiavill become
cheaper. However, it is here now, | do not how yngaars ago, perhaps |
may be wrong, but | do not know whether we feltithpact of WACS.

We have the Innovation Centre just here at the NemiUniversity of
Science and Technology — | want to know how manysknow of the
existence of this centre. | want to urge the Memrmbe Parliament to
please go there and see what is happening —usishgre. Let us go and
see what is happening. Those young people argydeamders, but they
do not have the necessary support. Even with toeblgms that our
Ministries are facing, we can go to those youngsbagd girls and tell
them;| am struggling with this kind of problem within mMinistry, how
can you help meThose young people there are developing systems an
we should go and give them support by letting theovide solutions to
the problems we are facing and currently r{owervention)

HON SPEAKER: | think there is a Point of Order here.

HON BEZUIDENHOUT : Before you continue, | am deeply involved in
the topic of the innovation, the Honourable Membsas just talk to me
so that we can coordinate this. You are more theltome. We even
have a third lab, a Fabrication Laboratory theteyou have an idea or
want to create something like this, can convert tba3 Dimensional
pictures and print it out using 3D printers — wedall that there. If any
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person is interested, just contact me at any tinael avill guide where it is
necessary.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. That was short and sweet. Honoarabl
Member you may continue.

HON DEPUTY MINSTER OF URBAN _AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. From today until
the 19", there is a Design Indaba taking place in Johdurgs however,
Namibia University of Science and Technology (NUSHIN make sure
that people who are here can go and see what gehapg. It is going to
be live, just go and see. It is events such asahe that we should attend
in order to understand what is going on. Perhapsame too old and do
not understand what these young people talk abbenvihey solicit our
support and we thus do not give them the suppest tieed. That is the
case.

| support this and want to see progress in thld.fidhank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. May | now give the Floor t
Honourable Pendukeni Ithana?

HON MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND IMMIGRATION
livula-Ithana.
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HON SPEAKER: livula-lthana, yes. | thought about it, butieady
jumped the gun.

HON MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND IMMIGRATION :
Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable Speakam taking the
podium after a long time, since we were here a ggar The last time
you heard my voice was last year, so | would likevish all of us a very
happy New Year — 2016. Let the Almighty guide lmotigh our journey
from here forward.

Comrade Speaker, | am standing up to support tifeeaéion of the ATU
and the associated documents. | am one of thdibianies of technology
despite what they say about us who were born befnguters. We try
to catch up with them and what is attracting ushi technology is the
efficiency and the speed that comes with it.

Information technology is an enabler. Were it ot it, we would
probably not be talking about the Turnaround at Mhiristry of Home
Affairs and Immigration and everybody nowadays gguses that indeed
the processes and procedures that used to be seaficaur offices have
been made faster, simpler and efficient.

The objective and the vision enshrined in theseidmnts is something to
appreciate, however, | also feel that it is not ugio that we only
appreciate the vision, but this vision must be eliwith some associated
programmes to make our come together as Africafloggieto African
countries.

Comrade Speaker, we like to use examples of thaenABigers, but we do
not go deep into the ways the Asians have straddiz order to be where
they are today. | think, Asia has found that #ylcannot copy from the
best, they will never be the best. | have lived tme where | have seen
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both — Asia as it were and Asia as it is todayvislted China at an era
when almost everybody was riding a bicycle, forsthevho could afford
the bicycle and | have seen the China of today &hars can no longer fit
on their streets. There are just too many cars yd hardly find
somebody cycling.

How they leapfrogged to be where they are wasusttljy miracle. They
planned for it. Every Chinese person — if you jwsitch them, carries a
camera. Everywhere they go they take photograpictuding the
Japanese. | have seen them copying and copyingt ¢hal not just end
with copying. When they realised that there waarce of knowledge
somewhere, they sent their best students theréatotliey could come
back and analyse the fake photographs they havegether and sayor
this glass to become authentic — you need to wesetimgredients.They
sent their best students to the best Institutionsirad the world. When
those graduates came back, they were earmarkedotk w certain
Industries. Our countries send our students af ¢te world — the dull
and the clever ones and when they come back, tigegllaon the streets,
cleaning the streets, walking up and down lookmngdbs.

Why can we not have centres where these young gteslican go and
experiment whatever they have learned from somesfhed know it

requires money, but it is worthwhile. Those wheéatudied technology
could be in one corner while those who have pursoddstrial studies
have their corner as well, and Government couldglng them an

allowance until we see how they are progressinguagiraduates.

However, we do not do that. Even when we know swhe other
countries are doing better than ourselves, we areopying what those
countries are doing, we rather prefer to be onosur and suffer together
as Africans, just because we do not collaborateigmo

Comrade Minister, the Line Minister who has tabllked Convention that
we are ratifying should convey the message thatagetherness must not
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just be for brotherhood and sisterhood, but to gyise in such a way that
something concrete is realised out of this endeavou

Somebody was telling me that up to this moment,nwie travel around,
we roam and complain that it is so expensive tonreathe centre where
this information is routed, is somewhere in Europat then | asked
myself questions about the undersea cables tha¢ welebrated here.
Comrade Minister of Information and Communicatioreciinology

(intervention)

HON MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY : WACS.

HON MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND IMMIGRATION : Yes,
that one. Apart from probably enhancing fastemdpertation of
information, how else do we benefit? Our inforroatis being analysed
somewhere, decoded somewhere in Europe beforemesdack to us
here and we think we have secrets while using ellipbones. There are
no secrets my Brother. The system is not ourse-télchnology is not
ours.

Let us, therefore, work through our children whaerstand these systems
better so that we can make this enabler truly olirsnust be ours so that
what we do in Africa is here. Unlike building amfts and other things
that may use sophisticated technology and thus dwe expensive,
Information Technology is within our reach. We Iwiherefore, support
you in your endeavour to make this togethernedg treneficial for all of
us, Comrade Minister. | thank you.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | think when the House is
united on a particular subject it is a joy to watecbwever, that also comes
with a very heavy responsibility in terms of therlidter responsible.

| think what everybody is saying is that the ATUais important vehicle.
It is a vehicle that serves us in terms of regiantdgration, it facilitates
communication within the continent in terms of ICTlike the emphasis
on regional integration and the challenge of theicAh continent
harnessing resources, capacities, sharing expedeand expertise, as
well as the need to include ICT in our school @wlum at an appropriate
that level, but equally important, what was highted is the whole issue
of our Leaders within the ATU taking up the questmf roaming rates
and charges. In Europe, this became an imporsaoeiand tremendous
pressure was exerted to make sure that some refeemesundertaken. A
number of Colleagues have spoken about that impioigsue.

Honourable Minister, | think all of us are collaly looking forward to a
successful outcome of this important ratificatiorereise and hopefully
you will be returning to the House when you deermessary to give us an
update in terms of the progress our country is ngakndividually, and
Africa collectively, in that important body.

That said and done, does the Honourable Ministeh ¥a reply?

HON MEMBER : Are you going to reply tomorrow?

HON MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY : No, I will reply now, there are no questionggm and
research.
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Honourable Speaker, would you allow me to sharé wie Honourable
Members and also the Nation at large what we amiatry are doing and
why we finally decided to accede.

Starting withHonourable Bezuidenhout you are right. It is very true as
it was said by others as well, we do not createodppities for our young

people and we blame them. 1 will, in a nutsheBwer that. If we are as
Leaders aware that we do not give them opportitidat are we doing
about it? | have an answer that | can share wathgnd that also include
finances, etcetera.

The issue of mobile payment is true, there are sofhteem like Mobi-
pay, which is one of those that are getting thelyly but surely and it is
as if they have to beg to do that. This is why saeforms will have to
come on non-negotiable terms. These will have dmet in terms of
infrastructure sharing because the current SeRrogiders who are also
the owners of these infrastructures, do everythimgy can to deny new
players to determine the rates. In a way, it stalalising the Regulator
who cannot regulate on the infrastructure ownedlyC, Telecom or
NBC, they would say -no, you do not regulate, we determine rates
because it is our infrastructure and we want toowge our investment.
That is the situation. This is why those reform# wome, not after 20
years, but they will come soon.

Honourable Dr Kawana thank you very much, my Brother. On the
innovation of our young people, it is true and llalso address that now.
We must be bold enough to recognise and allow tlyes@g people to
experiment their innovation.

Honourable Makgone,| agree with you — | know the centre that you
talked about. | have met some of those young pewpth very good
ideas. | see she is not here, but never mind, ribti so much about her,
but it is for us, the Nation out there and speaificthe youth under the
leadership of Honourable Nekundi. We are listenmthem although we
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are BBCs (Born Before Computers) we must create a room hhemnt
Although | am a BBC, | am using a Computer, howetlez young people
must be given that opportunity to exercise whay dnre good at.

Comrade Kawana, it is true, the roaming chargesang expensive. As
SADC, we have already addressed this last yearremie had Ministers
of ICT in SADC. It is cheaper to make a call harxeNamibia than a
neighbouring country. Why? Because we have ona player who is
almost dictating in the Region. They determine thes. As SADC
Ministers of ICT, we have already realised that amdare experimenting
on how best we can address the issue of roaminge&havith an aim to
reduce them because these charges are Kkilling tigative of
Governments in terms of regional integration.

Most SMEs do not have offices. Their offices agd phones. They are
conducting their business on the phone and moshat they are earning
through the cross-border trade goes into teleplmie Therefore, as
ICT Ministers in SADC, we are busy addressing ramrcharges, but we
will not have a solution if the traditional mainr8ee Providers are the
only ones. There have to be new players to intediew services. In the
SADC Region, we at least started working on thak faosm Namibia, with
a hundred percent coverage, we will start addrgg$iat as an individual
Member Country to SADC and to the AU. This is whg want to be a
Member, not only as an observer, but also to imbgewhat is happening
there as a legitimate Member. That is one maimgthiWe have made our
decision on that basis.

Comrade Attorney-Generalthe technicalities that you have mentioned
are true and we will sort that out, however, | wamtink that with what
Honourable Mushelenga has said, | am callingatification because in
terms of Article 17 of this Constitution and ther@ention — let me just
read it for clarity, so that we are clear in terpfsthat technicality —
RATIFICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION AND THE
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CONVENTION, which is what we are doing now, says thatThis
Constitution and the Convention shall be ratifigddach of the signatory
Government.” In my Motivation | referred to the single instram of
ratification. We first sign — other people havevwad on to ratify and then
the accession follows.

Article 18 talks about thACCESSION TO THE CONSTITUTION AND
THE CONVENTION. We first sign there and now we ratify and then we
accede. That is the procedure in terms of thiiquéar document under
discussion. We are dealing with Article 17. Aid8 further says:Any
Member State of the AU, which has not signed tliss@tution and the
Convention may accede to them at any tim&Ve sign, ratify and we
accede then we deposit it with the Secretary-Géndtdawever, we will
sort out the technicalities with the Colleaguesifithie National Assembly
here in collaboration with the Ministry of Interfatal Relations and
Cooperation. Thank you very much for remindingabsut that.

However, the Attorney-General has also mentionedrg important issue
and that is that we can use this to fight crossiocrimes. It is very true
and | do not want to go far — you remember thestatgime that was
committed in this country, which was a horrible ident of two
Namibians whose bodies were burned and dumpedeadiumping site.
Technology had made the task of the Police easig¢rate the suspect.
Those are some of the positive aspects that weedgron. Had it not
been for this equipment, it would have remained ohéose unsolved
mysteries. Those are thus some the benefits tlteatan derive from the
use of Technology.

Honourable Ankama, you are right — ICT is the backbone of the
socioeconomic development of any country. It ifier socioeconomic
and | must say, unfortunately, most Financial togtns in our Region
and in this country in particular, do not have tkem socioeconomic
benefitsin their vocabulary. What they havesisonomically viability-
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they only think of profits. | will explain that ia minute with what | have
embarked upon. The term socioeconomic does nst iexihe vocabulary
of most of our Financial Institutions, including iM#ia’s Financial
Institutions. It is a mind shift, but it is oursgonsibility to start engaging
those heading those institutions just to addressths can serve as a tool
to even increase their profits. If the social stuwe is positive, the
economy can flourish, there will be peace and ttey even make more
money, however, the mind shift is something thahaee to work on.

It is also true that at this point in time it idfaiult to have libraries in all
institutions like universities, rural communitiesnda other various
institutions, especially rural schools. This partar gadget can serve as a
substitute for building a library, because you canyour research here
without having to go to that particular buildinghat is why | am saying it
is a mind shift, but we only think of having thatysical book there, but
the book is here on the gadget. That is the pesible ICT can play and
you are very right, Comrade Ankama.

Honourable Namoloh retired General, but not tired

HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY : Huh uh, | am not
retired.

HON MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY : Unfortunately, that is what is happening in A#&i
When these things happen, you first think of whe ¢blonisers were and
you run there, this is also true for when you ack& s we leave our own
hospitals here and run there.
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Even with schools, we do not get our own childreur schools that we
are creating, we send them elsewhere and more say former colonies.

We do not believe in ourselves and in our own tastns. That is the
reality which we must face.

| am mindful of the fact that it is not a matterjo$t joining for the sake of
joining. These documents came on my table last ged | had to first
attend that one Conference of the Convention aglmserver to see
whether it is worth joining so as not only to jdor the sake of joining
and this time around | believe we are joining fopuapose. When you
just sit there as an observer and have an opptyrtiminfluence, why not
take your rightful place and contribute positivelyPhat is why we are
joining, and not just for the sake of joining. Wnt to contribute and
not only to judge from a distance.

Honourable Nujoma,you are very right — the only consolation | caarsh
with you is that we cannot always think about pesithings only. ICT
can also come with very damaging and harmful cant®&ornography is
one of them and there are many others like insatid promotion of
crimes. To that effect, | am preparing tbgber Crime Billthat is coming
to this House.

We will address the pros and cons of this particatantent in that Bill.
Not next year, it is going to be within the nexh&incial Year, but during
this particular Session. | am almost done with twkize Cabinet
Committee on Legislation has requested me to doce@hat is done, the
normal process will take its course. Honourablea&er, the Bill is on its
way during this particular Session and we will addrthe pros and cons
of ICT.

Honourable Muharukua, you are right in terms of digitalising our
curriculum. [ just alluded to one example of litbes that we do not have
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money, but we can at least afford a gadget andanesnable the learners
to use this for doing their research. We hope that may contribute

towards improving our students’ learning experiend2octors can also

use that, even farmers and building contractorslésign purposes.

People responsible for transporters can also makeofi gadgets in a
positive way.

You are also right when you sagatch them while they are yound.
listened to one advert of an old lady having a uss®mn with a young
child. | do not know, but it could have been angiehild who was trying

to impress this old lady, sayingou old people should get new gadgets,
and then the old lady saidp, no, just wait, | do not need any new thing,
can still use my old phoneAnd when the phone rang, the grandmother
was bragging and she saighu see | told you, | can do my electronic
banking without going to the bank. | do not needjd and queue in the
bank as an old ladyl get my money through the phone.

We should, therefore, not always believe that n$y the young people
who are familiar with ICT and old people are a@ifl — no, ICT is
everybody’s friend. To that effect, there are tagiopensioners who have
fallen prey to scrupulous business people or casirand during their
payouts, they always go and stand in queues. lfake advantage of the
benefits that can be derived from the use of ICd@ ase this correctly,
where all the money goes through the banks or NABPJor instance,
do you know what we will achieve? We will redube trime committed
against the elderly people, because currently,nlessi people go to the
pay-points with their whole bottle stores and attee pensioners have
received their money, they buy alcoholic drinks;git where they put
their money, and they lose their money in that way.

They are at times shown nice jackpots machines@dd-Meme Kulu or
Tate Kulu just play hereand before they know it their money is gone.
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However, if the money is paid directly into an amety whether the bank
or NAMPOST, they can only go and withdraw what theged. By

making use of technology correctly, we can achgneat savings and that
money can contribute towards building our countgt®nomy. To the
advantage of the elderly, they will hold on to theioney much longer
than otherwise squandering it in one day, showg tieceive cash in their
hands.

Honourable Mushelenga] have alluded to your concern, this will only
come into effect after we have deposited the insénts of ratification of
this Constitution and Convention with the Secret@gneral of the Union.

You are right — | remember that in our days, we &aaboratory but there
was nothing in that laboratory, it was just an gmgiassroom and the
same still hold true today. Rural schools can didgefit if we have the
infrastructure that | am talking about in placeneTremote area where my
Brother Muharukua comes from and where | come froitihat side of
Tsumkwe, there is no network.

HON MEMBER : Muharukua comes from Oshakati.

HON MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY : Yes, in that particular village of Oshakati, yoan
have a laptop — even this gadget does not worlethdris true that we
need to involve the Private Sector, if we join henale can address these
challenges head on and | am very positive that Wesucceed.

Honourable Kavekotora,l know you are missing your position as a
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General Manager at Telecom Namibia, but you are aolember of
Parliament, so please allow them to manage. Y&edasme why | am
bringing this now, but | could not have broughhdre at the time, even
Honourable Venaani was an employee so he couldhane brought this
here. We are bringing it here because we are daskih the
responsibility.

Allow me to consolidateHonourable Makgonés concern where the
youth are struggling financially.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | am ple&seshare with
you that | have started with the consultation bygaging all relevant
stakeholders, including Financial Institutions.had a four-hour meeting
today with all the Financial Institutions’ Managirigirectors and ICT
Managers, starting from Bank Windhoek up to SME iBand the
Development Bank. | shared with them what ICT daror how ICT can
contribute towards poverty eradication and how tteay help by changing
their own attitude towards the youth who have ianll ideas without
being assisted by these Institutions.

| must say that they were all very positive andues$ me to give their
support to the Government with this initiative, esially to young people
with good business ideas. | have no reason totdbaly integrity. Let us
give them a chance now that we have engaged tHelmave personally
invited them and we had a very, very positive dsstan as far as financial
assistance for innovative young people is concermdu are ready to
create jobs for themselves and also contribute rdsveemployment
creation by employing others.

| will conclude by sharing with my Senior, Honoula®endukeni livula-

Ithana — you are right, that is what ICT can docowldver, with your last
one of the nakedness of our information and | séed, meaning that it is
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not safe. In my performance agreement with theiéeat, (interjection)

it is already public. It may not be in this Fin&aicYear, but in the
declaration — | will address what is being refertedas an International
Gateway. There must be a single entry, for infdrmmacoming in or
going out, because there is also a security issigawou have everybody
having access to our information and us not beingpntrol. That will be
addressed, it will not require any Law. | will gy deal with some other
Act so that our information will not be re-routech \lLuxemburg — the
money goes there and nothing gets to the courithat will be addressed
through that single International Gateway. | ameady addressing that
Honourable Pendukeni livula-lthana.

With this in mind, | must thank you all for yourmaort. May God bless
you and let us join hands to do the right thinghaik you, Honourable
Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Members, | now put the
guestion that the Motion be adopted. Any obje&idgkhgreed to.

Since you agreed, | just have to add one line. sTihstrument is,
therefore, ratified.(Applause)

Now two more items: One is a very pleasant oneday the 1% of
February, the year 2016, happen to be the day whemeputy Speaker
was born. May we wish her a Happy Birthday andtladl best. | am
keeping a diary of everyone of you so that we aatifudly acknowledge
and wish you well.

My second point is that we have overlooked somgthiery important

and that is the Tea-Time Break. From tomorrow au@athis aspect of
our life will be rectified.
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Having said that, may | now adjourned the Housel tmmorrow at the
usual time. Thank you.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:08 UNTIL 2016.02.18 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirnmatio

ANNOUNCEMENT

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Members, it is pleasing to see thpube
Speaker here today, fully recovered and, of cowstse,does not know that
the House did pay a special tribute to her on hehday. That is
wonderful continue to keep wel(Applause)

Honourable Members, | have been informed that tBé& blas nominated
Honourable Themistokles Murorua to serve on thelodahg
Parliamentary Standing Committees and Grouping:

» Standing Committee on Public Accounts;

« Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence &wturity, of
course, that Committee has been renamed, is it not?

» Standing Committee on Information, Communicatiod @echnology;
and lastly

* The Honourable Member is also a Member of the Mati®elegation
to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU).

| now declare Honourable Murorua as duly appointedthe said
Committees and Parliamentary Grouping. You areeme. (Applause)

Today, | should also forewarn the Members, | mageoaise that |
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cannot fulfil due to circumstances beyond my cdraral that is to revert
back to our Tea Time — to allow Members to haveaeal that is often

known, in some quarters, as a health break. Weskipping today for

reasons that we all know — quite a number of Hoaloler Members are
invited and have an important appointment thisrafien at the State
House, so we are trying to speed up the processibeanany of you will

sooner or later leave the Chamber for the evetiteaBtate House. | think
we can manage, we have enough time, however, Wast us to be on the
safe side by skipping the tea, but of course, yeuadlowed to leave the
Chamber to grab a cup of tea.

At the same time, | am also being reminded thatethe an important

commitment that is supposed to be undertaken diemgme. My advice

to the Chief Whip and other Colleagues, the Whimsnf the various

Parties, is to please find time and find a corpecdnsult as we intend to
do so without necessarily disrupting the proceesliofjthe House. | am
sure we can manage.

HON SPEAKER: With that said and done, | now call for, anyifR@is?
Report of Standing or Select Committees? OtheroRgpand Papers?
Yes, Honourable Minister of Finance?

TABLING: REPORTS OF THE AUDITOR-GENERAL

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : Thank you very much, Honourable
Speaker. | lay upon the Table, Reports of the tandbeneral on the
Accounts of the:-

(i) Government of Namibia for the Financial Year enddd March
2014;
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(i) Marine Resources Fund for the Financial Year en8&dMarch
2010;

(i) Karakul Board of Namibia for the Financial Year edd31 March
2013; and

(iv) Development Brigade Corporation for the Financiab% ended 31
March 2005 to 2013.

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | call on Honourable
Hambyuka, please. You have the Floor.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

HON HAMBYUKA : Honourable Speaker, | Move without Notice that
Leave of Absence, due to medical reasons, be gramwteHonourable
Alfeus Muheua until further notice. | so Move, Haomable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. In that sense we have covered the®o
of Questions. We covered Notice of Motions. Angddages from the
Head of State? Ministerial Statements?

Fine, we have exhausted our list. | am now takipgthe Questions.
Question 1 is from Honourable Venaani, directedht Prime Minister.
Prime Minister, Question 1.
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QUESTION 01:

RT _HON PRIME MINISTER : Thank you, Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Members of the House, | rise to resptmdhe set of
guestions posed to me pertaining to the allégeelgular suspension and
dismissal of the Chief Executive Officers of PuBlnterprises without due
process and that same has become a common préactice,

From the onset, | was surprised by the title ofghestion posed to me by
the Honourable Member in that Honourable McHenrnaéni assumed
without any basis thatt is a fact thathere are irregular suspensions and
dismissals of Chief Executive Officers of Publicténprises without due
process. | find this assumption unfortunate. sbdind it unfortunate that
the Honourable Member introduced his question hyticaing the other
Members of the House and me about the obligatiahwie all have to be
truthful among others. | can only conclude fronattthe Honourable
Member is trying to insinuate that | am a persomefintegrity and can
actually be untruthful in answering questions trat put to me, and | take
very strong exception at that.

Be that as it may. | would want to answer the tjaesas follows:

This august House will agree with me that the eygae and employees
relationships in Namibia are governed by itladour Act, 200{Act 11 of
2007). TheLabour Actlays down the minimum Conditions of Service
and allows an employer and employee to enter int@€oatract of
Employment. Once signed and entered into, the r@oindbf Employment
becomes the primary legal tool that governs theleyep and employee
relationship. | was informed that:

a) the former Executive Director of NIPAM had enteratb and signed
a valid Contract of Employment with the Governingpu@cil of
NIPAM;

b) by collective resolution of the Governing Councihsged on 03
December 2015, the former Executive Director of AMPwas in
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terms of the Termination Clause of the ContracEpnfployment that
existed between NIPAM and himself offered and atxpordial and
mutual termination of the employment relationship;

c) in accordance with the Termination Clause of thent@mt of
Employment, all terminal benefits were paid int@ thersonal bank
account of Professor Diescho on 08 December 2085. former
Minister responsible for Finance, | know for sunattevery employee
is obliged to pay what is due and payable to theeRer of Revenue
and that was appropriately deducted from whatezsr paid out to the
Professor.

The Labour Actalso provides for conciliation and arbitrationddor any
person who is aggrieved by a decision of his ordrmeployer to lodge a
complaint with the Office of the Labour Commissione

In addition to the structure provided for under tiadour Act, 2001Act
11 of 2007), the Constitution of the Republic ofnNbia creates the
Judiciary and aggrieved employees have acceseg OGdhbrts.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, in termSeation3 of the
NIPAM Act, NIPAM is a juristic person and a State-ownegahterprise
governed by the NIPAM Act and the State-Owned-parisas
Governance Act.

Given the legalstatus of NIPAM, Section 7 of thHIPAM Act, 2010,
provides for the Constitution of the Governing Calof NIPAM, and its
provisions reads:

(1) Subject to this Act, the governance and genawatrol of NIPAM and
of all its affairs and functions, and the managetmahits property, are
vested in the Governing Council of NIPAM

On the other hand, the position of Executive Dweadf NIPAM is
provided for by Section 26 of tilPAM Act, 2010.In terms of the
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Provisions of this section the former Executivedotor of NIPAM was
recruited with the concurrence of the Prime Minisks the Council, for a
period of five years.

You will agree with me that reading from the quess posed by

Honourable Venaani, it is clear that he alreadydresvers, whether they
are right or wrong to the questions that he posBé. that as it may, |

would like to respond to the main issues raiseflié®ys:

a) The Council entered into Performance Agreements, ltithink are
very important for this House to take note of -hwis staff, including
the Executive Director. | am informed of the foliog:

b) NIPAM employees last received performance bonuseisgl the year
ended 31 March 2013;

c) Under the leadership of the former Executive Dmectmanagement
failed to produce the Institutional Performance étegor the year
ended 31 March 2014;

d) On 31 March 2015, the Training and Development BazrNIPAM
referred back to management the Institutional Perémce Report for
the year ended 31 March 2015 and the Mid-Term ReReport. To
date these crucial reports remain pending;

e) The Council on various occasions required the formgecutive
Director to furnish it with his Performance Repfot appraisal. On
various occasions, the Committees of the Counal #re Council
rejected and referred back the purported PerformaReports
submitted by the former Executive Director. Afgelong wait without
a Performance Report that corresponds to the targed key
performance areas spelled out in the Annual Busiresl Financial
Plans. | am also informed that the Council auetithe former
Executive Director to obtain services of an extekiaman Resource
expert to produce a performance report. Evenigitistance, |
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understand that the Performance Report produced w@ofasno
consequence to the institutional targets of NIPAM.other words, it
was not indicating how the officer has met the @enfance targets.

While dealing with the issue of performance, iinportant for the House
to note that the Financial Year of NIPAM ends or\M&rch, as is the case
with the rest of the Public Sector. In terms ottt 18 of theSOE
Governance Acbf 2006, NIPAM must submit its Business and Finainc
Plan for the next Financial Year, at least, threentis before the
beginning of the next Financial Year. This medrat NIPAM ought to
have submitted its 2016/2017 Business and Finaneiah by 31
December 2015. However, the management of NIPANGeu the
leadership of the former Executive Director, faitedporoduce for approval
and submission by the Council to the Prime Ministee 2016/2017
Business and Financial Plan.

| am further informed that on the®3f December 2015, the Council,
collectively, resolved that the former Executiverdgtor should desist
from engaging the media on his continued stay enGlovernment House
in Eros Park, Windhoek. Contrary to this resoluithe former Executive
Director of NIPAM, | understand, insisted that désphe resolution of
the Council, he was entitled to clear his good nameé reputation, and
that same was a Human Rights issue and he, thergiooceeded to
discuss this issue through the media.

Pursuant to the former Executive Director's acceqtaof the offer for
cordial and mutual termination, in the special Gaugg Council meeting
held on the 8 of December 2015, the former Executive Director of
NIPAM was telephonically invited to give a mutualdgjoint statement to
staff and media with the Chairperson of the GovegriCouncil. In the
evening of 8 of December 2015, | am informed, the former Exieut
Director of NIPAM related that, there was a molowér 30 angry people
who would come and disrupt the joint statementsdite open invitation,
the former Executive Director of NIPAM failed to®k up to both the
staff media press release, but was on Campus aathe time, addressing
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the Anti-Corruption Seminar in his personal capacit

On 21 October 2013, the former Executive Direcfal®AM, as he then
was in his official capacity as Executive DirectdNIPAM, requested for
allocation of a Government House situated in Erak Ror a period of six
months. As a Portfolio Office responsible for NIMAand in furtherance
of NIPAM’s obligations to accommodate Professorddle, the Office of
the Prime Minister on the $bf October 2013, allocated the Government
House in Eros Park to Professor Diescho for a desfdour months, from
the F' of November 2013 to the $®f February 2014. The granting of
the house was explicitly conditioned on the follogi

a) Market related rent would be payable; and

b) That the municipal accounts were for the personatoant of
Professor Diescho.

On 19 August 2014, that is six months after Prafe§escho ought to
have vacated the house, further notice of expingwiporary allocation of
the house was issued to him, dredwas requested to vac#be house on
30 September 2014 given as the new vacation daéspite the notice to
vacate, the Professor remained in the house andhé&duration - 01

November 2013 until today — of the continued sthyPfessoiDiescho

in the Government-owned house, both rental and opali accounts
remained unpaid.

From the time of temporary allocation of the Goveemt-owned house,
Professor Diescho was at all material times awdréhe terms of his
occupation. He, continuously, breached the temus@nditions of this
agreement. As the remuneration of the former BExezuDirector

included commensurate market related housing atlioeiathe Governing
Council of NIPAM on 10 August 2015, resolved tha former Executive
Director should vacate the Government-owned howseediately. Owing
to the fact that the former Executive Director aoméd to remain in the
house, a resolution of the Governing Council wasmanicated to
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the Office of the Prime Minister after the Comnsttef the Governing
Council was informed that the former Executive Diocg was still in
occupancy of the house until today.

However, it is unfounded and highly assumptiousaaclude that the
continued stay of Professor Diescho in a Governvoamed house was a
reason that triggered mutual and cordial termimatd his employment
relationship with NIPAM. The Office of the Primeilster is not aware
of senior Government officials who have failed &ypnunicipal bills. In
any case, | have indicated that that is not thesidemation for the
termination of the working relationship which wastoally agreed upon.

To this end, it important to point out that in termaf Section 2 of the
NIPAM Act,NIPAM was established as a Public Institute for:

a) Training;

b) operational research;

c) capacity evaluation; and
d) Consultancy.

It is not correct that the mutual separation was agsult of Professor
Diescho’s dictum column that he writes periodicallyl want to
emphatically state that it is not the case. Ilbat because of any
expression of negative or critical views concernithg Government,
individual Government or SWAPO Party Leaders, NIPAdA any
employees or members of the Council of NIPAM. TEhegre never the
reasons why the agreement was terminated. | walst like to indicate
that the Honourable Minister who was cited as oh¢he people who
supposedly asked the Professor to discontinue ibisarnd which is now
being insinuated that it is because the Profesisbnat heed to that, that
the contract was cancelled — he is here in the &lansl he can speak for
himself on this issue.

Honourable Speaker, the two last points that | @dike to make are; | do

178



18 February 2016 RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS
BY HON VENAANI
HON VENAANI

not contest the fact that Parliament has an ovarseggponsibility over the
Executive. | do not dispute that and | do not hamg problem to answer
guestions, which are put to me in my capacity asember of the

Executive in this House, but | expect that the tjaes that are put here
would be in furthering the role of Parliament iretgovernance of our
country. Individual Members of Parliament shouldt nuse their

membership of this House to try and act in a matimeris subjective by
taking issues at micro levels relating to individuas opposed to other
similar issues that may have taken place, whicly th@&ve not raised.
Specifically, here | would like to say; since throductory remarks of
the Honourable Member was that there is a ramgantimation of CEOs

contracts without due process, | would have expette Honourable

Member to deal with that matter in a comprehensibdg. Instead he
singles out one of the CEOs. The impression thait gives is that the
Honourable Member is hiding behind his membersHighe House to

advance an interest of himself and that of the eorexd person, maybe
because they have a personal relationship. | tiakis highly unethical

— | must state that — that is highly unethical!

| would also like to say that, inasmuch as Parlisimtegas an oversight
responsibility over the Executive, the Executived aifne Legislative
Organs of the State are two separate Organs dbtdite. Therefore, this
separation of powers must be respected on botk.sildlecannot just be a
matter of Cabinet cannot interfere in the affaifsttee Legislature. It
should also be the other way around. The oversiglet of Parliament
over the Executive has to be carried out in a matire¢ does not violate
that. | just wanted to say that. Thank you, Hoable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Yes, Honourable Venaani.

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, thank you very much. | have
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two issues that | want to take up with the Rightnblarable Prime
Minister.

Right Honourable Prime Ministémterjections) Just listen to the reason
and it is my Right, there is nothing undemocragiadoing this. This is a
Parliament where we talk and | can talk the wayhtin Parliament.

HON SPEAKER: Let him continue.

HON VENAANI: Right Honourable Prime Minister, yes, this is
Parliamentary Business — look this is how we talkis is how we talk in
this House. Right Honourable Prime Minister, tleason why | am
reminding you that you are under oath is becausgur reply you are
consistently talking about] am being informed”. | am pre-alerting you
that your informants must make sure that the in&drom that they are
supplying to you is truthful. (Interjections) Listen, listen, we are
witnessing the case in the South African Parlianferérjection) Listen,

| just listened to you. | just listened to yowstéin to me. | will take issue.
The reason why | am alerting you is because tHisrnmation you are
supplying to this House might be used as evideme@e Court of Law that
is why | am pre-alerting you. | am pre-alertinggb that are informing

your office (interjection) Listen, | listened to you. Just give me the trigh
of reply.

HON MEMBER : Is it part of the Law?
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HON VENAANI : Yes, it is part of our Laws. | am right to infio any
Member of this House that a question that | amragskbuld be contested
in a Court of Law. That is one.

Secondly, Right Honourable Prime Minister, througbu Honourable
Speaker, you are saying that the Executive Direbts failed to give
reports to the NIPAM Council, but you are not tajlithe story that you
ought to tell us that there were disciplinary pchaes taken against this
Member of the Executive Council, because he has sugiplied or
furnished you with certain Reports a due procestaw and Rules of
natural justice have not taken place. You weregssed to inform us —
when this man has failed to supply Reports, whatlike Council do? Did
they warn him? What is the result of the due pgsse@e You are not telling
us about that process.

What the Chairperson of the Council did — he wenthe newspaper
talking about the reason why this man was fifiatervention)

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : That is another accusation?

HON VENAANI : It is not an accusation. If you read in the grapthe
main issue that you took with the man was that las wot paying his
municipal bill. You are not telling us the storyWhy was he not
deducted? (Interjection) Why was he not deducted? Why was he not
(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: No, can | jus{intervention)
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HON VENAANI: Why was he not deducted by the employer.
(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Venaani, you put questions to then®’ri
Minister and the Prime Minister responded. Whahappening now is
that we are engaging in further elaboration of whle issue. 1 think |
will stop there(intervention)

HON VENAANI : | will (intervention)

HON SPEAKER: No, we will stop there — | think we should stibyere.
There are lessons to be drawn from your questiors the Prime
Minister’s responses and | think we should leawva ithat. | want to call
on the Deputy Speakefinterjection) No, | am not going back there.

The next questionqInterjection) No, this question has been dealt with.
Thank you. | might have jumped the gun. Can lehgour attention,
please?(Interjection) No, you can have a cup of tea outside and coatinu
your conversation.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, | might have jumpedgiing | thought you
wanted to come in before we got to questions. hé&set something you
want to raise? Just do it as quickly as possible.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: | am not going to ask a question. What |
want to know — | have already alerted the Ministify International
Relations. We are going to talk one-on-one.
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HON SPEAKER: So you are done? Thank you. The next quesion
that of Honourable Van Den Heever, directed toMinaster of Urban and
Rural Development. Honourable Minister, you hawe Eloor.

QUESTION 02:

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT :
Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker and theoti@ile House. |
rise to(interjection)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, let her continue please. Please, let nsruge.
Yes, please?

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT :
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | rise espand to the
guestions asked by the Honourable Members in thesélpreviously.

The first question came from Honourable Jennifen 2&en Heever. | do
not want to repeat the Honourable Member’s questiowill just go
straight to the answer.

HON SPEAKER: Yes.

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT :
Honourable Member, Yes, | can confirm that in Aug2l4, an
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invitation by the Russian Federation for Namibigé#oticipate in the 2015
“New Generation” Programme and the Proposal for the Programme’s
Feasible Subject Content, was received from the Mimistry of Foreign
Affairs. The Invitation was for young promising presentatives of
Political, Public, Cultural, Scientific and BusiseSectors to participate in

a familiarization visit to the Russian Federation.

As a Ministry responsible for Local Authorities, weere requested to
disseminate this invitation to the Local Authomtiéor them to provide

proposals of the preferred theme/content of theiri®ss Programmes as
well as the possible number of participants for sideration by the

Russian Federation.

Twelve (12) Local Authorities namely; Omuthiya, lerdz, Walvis Bay,
Katima Mulilo, Ondangwa, Otavi, Oshakati, Arandikseetmanshoop,
Kalkrand, Helao Nafidi and Ruacana responded, ipef§it to the
invitation and provided the requested informatisroatlined above to the
Ministry. No names were provided, but only the twemof possible
participants and the preferred theme of the eventént of the Business
Programme. This information was then forwardedthie Ministry of
Foreign Affairs for transmission to the Russianération as requested. |
think this is clear so far.

The other question waswhat is the specific role of the Ministry when
it comes to liaising and monitoring Namibia’s partcipation in this
course?

The role of the Ministry of Urban and Rural Develmgnt was to
disseminate the invitation from the Russian Fedmrato all Local

Authorities for their consideration and to forwdhs proposals from the
interested Local Authorities to the Ministry of Ean Affairs. This we
did.

Any other further questions as to what has happdrtathk we have to
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dig further from the Ministry that was dealing withe real contacts
between the Russian Federation and ourselves.

The other question came from the Honourable JanWawgk of the UPM
(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: No, we will get to that.

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT : Oh,
thank you very much, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. The next question is Quoast
03 raised by Honourable 'Auxab, directed to the ister of Agriculture,
Water and Forestry. Honourable John Mutorwa.

QUESTION 03:

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :
Thank you, Comrade Speaker. | would like to thelokourable !Auxab,
the President of the UDF for putting a series adfions that are seeking
factual information and | will try to the best ofynability to provide the
factual information as requested.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry (M) on behalf of
the Government of the Republic of Namibia, signedTapartite
Agreement with the Food and Agriculture Organisat{®AO) of the
United Nations and the Peoples Republic of Chintherimplementation
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of the China South-South Cooperation (SSC) ProgranmrNamibia on
16 June, 2014.

This agreement was signed under the FAO/China SSatith
Cooperation Framework with the following expectegicomes:

a. Development of Rice Production in Namibia.
b. Horticultural Crops Yields Increased.

c. Improved Understanding and Mutual Exchange on Vedey Policies,
Regulations and Standards.

In order to achieve these outcomes, China withféleditation of FAO
dispatched Fifteen (15) Chinese experts to our wpumamely:

* One (1) Rice Mechanical Engineer

» Two (2) Rice Production Experts

* One (1) Seed Production Expert

» Five (5) Horticulture Production Experts

* One (1) Soil and Fertilizer Expert

* Two (2) Crop Protection Experts

* One (1) Citrus Production Expert

* Two (2) Lab Experts in the Fields of Diagnosticsl &firology

Question 1:

How far has the Ministry progressed with the proje¢ under the
Agriculture cooperation agreement that was signedni 2014, between
Namibia, China and FAD?

Answer: The agreement was signed on th8 @BJune 2014, the Chinese
experts only arrived on the 9@f April, 2015. This delay was caused by
the outbreak of Ebola in West Africa, which resdlten a lot of
uncertainties of the disease status in Africathis regard, the Ministry of
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Agriculture, Water and Forestry, with the suppofttiee Ministry of
Health and Social Services had to show measures taik Namibia to
mitigate the possible disease outbreak of Ebolauincountry — | recall
that is what happened. Another delay was alsoethby the English
training that some of the Chinese experts had ttergo in China prior to
their arrival in our country.

Upon the arrival of the Chinese experts, an inoeptvorkshop was held
to mutually agree on the implementation modalitedsthe Tripartite
Agreement. This led to the drafting of a work pleimch was approved in
September 2015 by all three (3) parties. Peopl&edvery fast.

Outcome 1: What did we achieve so far with regard to the éeyment
of Rice Production in Namibia? We have achievedftiiowing:

* The expert together with the Ministries Officials Kalimbeza Rice
Project in Zambezi Region had to select suitabbe Rultivars, which
could be adapted to Namibia’s conditions.

* An assessment of the problems related to Rice ptmoiu at
Kalimbeza was successfully conducted. Acquisitbbrsuitable five
rice cultivars from established Research Instingioan China was
done, which will be validated to suitability to Elccondition.

» Furthermore, new rice cultivation practices werendestrated and
adapted, of which the rice seedling mechanicakplamting method is
yielding very good results. Kalimbeza is on thiaret, those who
would like to go and see are welcome to do so.

Outcome 2: Horticultural Crops Yields Increased.
» Various Cultivation methods for horticultural cropacluding citrus

are currently being assessed in both the Govern@ezgn Schemes
Projects and selected individual farmers’ fields.
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» Several assessments of our horticultural productiethods have been
undertaken, including water melon and onion praductfertiliser
application in citrus orchards, as well as watanofti management
practices.

* In addition to the assessments, a number of dematiosts have been
undertaken such as grafting, transplanting of segsll pest control as
well as compost making at Etunda, Rundu and Kaiuhlo selected
demonstration sites.

Outcome 3: Improved Understanding and Mutual Exchage on
Veterinary Policies, Regulations and Standards.

So far | am able to respond to the Nation, throtingg Honourable House,
that through this particular Programme, we haveexell the following —
and we must also paraphrase the response by mpiotum that this
outcome is of great importance to the Namibian &iwek Sector as it
aims to address the Chinese importing requiremehtsieat and meat
products from other countries, including our owsnder this outcome:

* A total of five Chinese Laboratory Analytical Mett® have been
obtained and translated into English. These irclwb methods used
to test for Anthelmentics Drugs — Avermectins arehBmidazoles,
two for Growth Hormones and one method used tasiThyrostats
Drugs.

« The various analytical standards, reagents andr olthleoratory
materials have also been ordered from local sugdtiere in Namibia.

* What is left is, once these materials have beesived, these Chinese
Analytical Methods would then be tested at the Btiyis Central
Veterinary Laboratory in Windhoek for full adaptatiand adoption.

188



18 February 2016 RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS

BY HON !AUXAB
HON MUTORWA

A total of at least Six (6) Namibian Laboratory Thaicians and
Scientists are being capacitated to be able ty cautrthe analyses for
the purposes of meat exportation to China.

The Chinese food safety standard requirements Hemecal residue
control in meat have also been obtained and tresuslato English for
local implantation in order to fulfil the Chinesaport requirements.

Due to the complexity of virology and histopathotatjagnostics, the
expert who was assigned to the Central Veterinatyokatory (CVL)
could not perform as per the Central Veterinary dralory’s
expectation. Unfortunately, this led to the retwihthe Virology
Expert back to China and a replacement will soomlj@ace. Hence,
the limited progress in that area — virology andtdpathology
diagnostics.

Question 02:

Can the Minister share with this august House how @iy Namibian
Agricultural Extension Officers benefited from the 15 Chinese
Experts who came in the country as a result of thagreement in the
areas of:

1. Capacity Development
2. Technology Transfer
3. Soil and Fertiliser Management Skills Transfer.

Yes, | am able to share that information with thenblurable Members,
and through this House, with the general public.

As per the Agreement all the experts were assignatonal
counterparts with whom they would work on a daihgis. As a result,
a total of 28 officials — and we have provided lad¢avith the names of
the Namibians, | do not need to read everythingjths attached —
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from both the Ministry and from our Agency, the fogitural

Business Development Agency (AgriBusDev), whichresponsible
for the production at the Green Scheme Projectbaneg capacitated
in rice and horticulture production techniques, vasll as in the
laboratory procedures applied in the detection ebidues of
Anthelmintics, steroids and Thyrostats in meat.

As for technology transfer, Honourable SpeakergeHi%) new rice
cultivars that underwent vast research in Chinaewlrought to
Namibia for adaptability trials, if you go Kalimb&zour people are
busy transplanting these seedlings.

Under rice production, rice seedling mechanicalngpanting
technology was introduced at Kalimbeza, which resuin increased
productivity.

In addition, new and affordable rice seed treatntenhnology was
introduced by the experts at Kalimbeza. This methnvolves the
soaking of rice seed in chlorine in order to mirsenseedling diseases.

Recommendations on water management system infialos was
made to improve drainage, thus reducing lossest@uweater logging
and flooding. Therefore, a lot of technology tfensvas taking place.

Grafting and pruning technologies was also intreduin the Ogongo
orchard by the experts to improve productivity qutant resilience to
pests and harsh climatic conditions.

The soil samples were collected from the followiageas: Bunya,
Kapako, Mupini, Salem, Mashare at MADI College &idghuru Rice

Project and were send to the laboratory for testiMyhile the soil

analysis is ongoing, improved compost making tegpies have been
undertaken at Etunda, Rundu, Katima Mulilo and ikakza.
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The table shows the list of the Names, | do notirieeead it.

List of Namibian counterparts and their assigned Cimese Experts.

NAMIBIAN COUNTER PARTS

CHINESE EXPERTS

Names Functions Names Functions
Mildred Kambinda | SSC Focal Point Person Yu Zongyao| Team Leader
Moses Munenge Chief Agricultural Science Officer | Yin Zaizhong Rice Technician

Berfine Antindi

Deputy Director

Liao Zuoquan

Crop Protection Technician

Linus Kwenani

Agricultural Technician

Zhou Qingyou

Mechanical Technician

Petrus Kompeli Farm Manager Xiao Weibing Vegetd@ehnician

0. Yambwa Agricultural Technician Zhengrui Deng  ¥@hle Expert

J. Valombola Agricultural Scientific Officer Faredong Vegetable Technician
S. Simata Foreman Weibo Liu Crop Protection Technician
Mathew Mushabati| Chief Agric Scientific Officer Whei Jiang Soil and Fertiliser Tehc
Klemens Hatutale Chief Agricultural Technician JiahGao Foxtail Millet Technician
Salomon Aisindi Agricultural Scientific Officer Daing Jiang Horticulture Expert

L. Hamutenya Agricultural Technician Yan Ming RastdExpert

S. Buchane Agricultural Technician Rui Peng Virgldgxpert

Regina Nyambe Agric Scientific Officer Xiong Yanhin| Vegetable Technician
M. Amutenya Agric Scientific Officer Huafeng Chen| itr@s Technician

Irene Mundjele

Senior Agric Scientifiofficer

Lucia Naunyango

Agricultural Technician

Toivo Shivute Senior

Agric Scientific Officer

Martin Embundile

Chief Agric Scientific Officer

Lukas lipumbu

Head of Residue Analysis

Khaiseb Siegfried

Head of Virology Analysis

Maria Itepu

Agricultural Technician

Ashela Eddy

Agricultural Scientific Officer

Weyulu Ndinelao

Chief Agricultural Technician

Munika Heinrich

Farm Manager

Shipepe Basilia

Senior Agric Technician

Albertus Viljoen

Farm Manager

Felix Ndinamwene

Mechanical Engineer
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Question 03:

Where exactly and in which Regions have these expebeen deployed
and which clear goal and target have been set fohém to meet?

The 15 Chinese experts were deployed in Omusatyakgo East,
Kavango West, Zambezi and the Khomas Regions. afiaehed Table
shows the Regions and Duty Station where of eadheSh expert has
been placed.

Table 2: List of Chinese Experts and their Duty Stdons in Namibia.

Name Specialization Duty Station Region

Zhou Quigvvou Rice Mechanical Engineering Kalimbeza | Zambezi

*Peng Rui Vet. Lab Expert (Virology) Windhoek Khoma

Yan Ming Vet. Lab Expert( Chemist) Windhoek Khomas

Yu Zongyao Rice Production Kalimbeza Zambezi
Deng Zhengrui Vegetable Production Rundu Kavanggi Ea
Jiang Daiming Horticulture Production Etunda Omusat

Yin Zaizhong Rice Production Kalimbeza Zambezi

Liao Zuoquan Crop Production Kalimbeza

Xiao Weibing Horticulture Production Rundu Kavartgast
Fan Jierong Vegetable Production Rundu Kavango East
Jiang Weiba Soil and Fertilizer Expert Rundu KavaBgst
Lui Weibo Crop Protection Rundu Kavango East
Xiong Yanbing Vegetable Production Etunda Omusati
Chen Haufeng Citrus Etunda Omusati
GaoJianhai Millet Production Etunda Omusati

*The expert has been returned back to China and aaplacement will
be in place soon

« Expected outcomes:

a. Development of Rice Production in Namibia.

b. Horticultural Crops Yields Increased.

c. Improved Understanding and Mutual Exchange on Weey
Policies, Regulations and Standards.
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The SSC Tripartite Agreement outlines the roleshef implementing
parties.

The FAO has the facilitation role and has thusuiéed a National
Project Coordinator, who is a Namibian - who ovessthe day-to-day
coordination and administrative tasks of the priojec

The FAO, as we all know, which has access to a maswvork of
technical expertise, has a role of technical baogggng, supervision
and monitoring, to ensure quality control withirethroject. Through
the FAO Representative, who is also an expertis heveterinarian by
profession — this projecting is faring very weldn the 28th of June to
3 July 2014, Baseline and Monitoring and Evaluatixperts were
dispatched from FAO Rome to assist with the forroiaof the built
in monitoring system.

The Chinese Government is responsible for avagixggerts, as | said
earlier, and the funding of the project to a tuh&8$I.5 million.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry ligsponsible for
availing counterparts for joint implementation.

Question 04 -Deals with the issues of technical supervision limes.

May the Honourable Minister appraise this augustuséo how the
Ministry has planned to ensure that technical sugen and timeliness,
commitments, tasks and obligations as outlined amghed in the
agreement are met and has been practically impleaen

Yes, there are Institutional arrangements that e put in place to
ensure mainstreaming of the China-Namibia SouthtSGooperation
Projects into the Ministry. It is very importantVhatever is taking
place, there are provisions made that at the entieoflay, all these
activities are mainstreamed within the activitiéshe Ministry, so that

193



18 February 2016 RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS
BY HON !AUXAB
HON SHIFETA

when the Project comes to an end, all these aeswumust be part and
parcel of the activities of the Ministry.

* In this regard a Steering Committee comprisingepfresentatives of
the AgriBusDev, FAO and the Ministry of Agricultyr&vater and
Forestry, implementing Directorates has been settapversee the
implementation of the Project.

* Biannual meetings are also held by this Committegrder to monitor
the implementation of the Project and to mitigdte implementation
challenges as they arise.

All in all, Honourable Speaker, Honourable !'Auxalartk you very much
for putting these questions and these are the faui@nating from this
guestion, and | would also like to invite the Horethle Members in your
interaction with your Constituencies, to also makee when you visit a
particular Project to see whether things are hapgeas we are saying,
because by so doing we improve for the best intefesur country and all
its people. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. We move on to Question 04
from Honourable !'Auxab directed to the Minister Bfivironment and
Tourism. Honourable Minister.

QUESTION 04:

HON MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM : Thank you
very much, Honourable Speaker. | want to thanktberourable Member
for posing these questions and there are, inti@otquestions.
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1. In view of the target set by the Millennium Develoment Goal,
ended 2015, to ensuring sustainable environment; wdh goals
did we as a Nation achieve, which are in line withour
Constitutional Mandate and Provision?

ANSWER:

The Millennium Development Goals, which were adddtg the Member
States of the United Nations in 2000, containedo@lgy which were
mainly considered applicable only to developingrdaes. Goal number
7 calls for us tdensure environmental sustainability.”

In the Namibian context, a lengthy consultativecess was undertaken to
identify a number of a critical indicators and &iggthat would help us to
track our progress in achieving Millennium Develgpr Goal 7 at the

national level.

These indicators included:

1. The areas protected to maintain biological divgrag a percentage of
all land - split according to State Protected Are@&ommunal
Conservancies, Freehold Land Conservancies and Qaityr-orests,
which fall under the Ministry of Agriculture, Watand Forestry.

2. Proportion of households with access to safe dngkvater - split into
urban and rural households.

3. Proportion of households with access to basictadom - also split
into urban and rural households.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | am ple&sereport to

Honourable !Auxab and to this august House thahaxes performed very
well against these indicators and targets. We have almost 45% of our
land area under some form of conservation managemed we have
achieved or surpassed our targets in terms ofeheeptage of all land
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under State Protected Areas, communal conservamacidscommunity
forests.

Access to safe drinking water and sanitation dassfail directly under
the remit of my Ministry - it falls under the Minrg of Urban and Rural
Development - but | am pleased to note that in Vuith our targets, 99%
of urban households and 90% of rural households mebxe access to safe
drinking water.

However, a major area of concern for both human emdronmental
health is the situation with regard to access tichsanitation. We are
behind the targets in both rural and urban areddlas is something that
is well-known to us. The huge influx of people woban areas and
informal settlements, particularly poses a majalleimge with regard to
the provision of basic sanitation.

This is why the Government have now put a Nati®@etitation Strategy
in place and prioritised the issue of sanitatiomun NDP 4 and a number
of other strategic documents. | am informed tHas tsituation has
improved in recent years and | am sure that we lv@llable to overcome
this challenge in the coming years.

2. May the Minister further share with this August House, the
Namibian target on environmental sustainability, am what plans
does the Ministry have to reverse the loss of enwnmental
resources?

ANSWER:
Environmental sustainability is a complex concedyat tis difficult to set
only one target for. The fact that the environmisnimpacted on by a

range of other Sectors also makes this even mireudti

In reality for us as a country to be environmentallistainable requires us
to develop a suite of Complementary Plans and Brogres, which are
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implemented in partnership with other line Ministiand stakeholders. |
am now confident that we have good plans and pnogres in place and
that we are moving in the right direction to reeerthe loss of

environmental resources.

We are monitoring our progress in this regard tghouhe use of
Integrated State of the Environment Reporting (IBREWe expect our
second Integrated State of the Environment Repmpriin be published
later this year and this will give us critical imfoation on recent trends in
the health of our environment as well as targetsvbare we want to go
on a range of environmental issues - from biodiemhanagement to
waste management and pollution control to climéinge mitigation and
adaptation.

Honourable Members, allow me to touch briefly omswf the recent and
ongoing Plans and Programmes we have under devetdpnn
cooperation with a number of our partner Ministriesd other
stakeholders.

Environmental sustainability is at the core of aupreme planning
framework of Vision 2030 and our National DevelopmPlans. Vision
2030 contains a chapter on natural resources aneéritironment, while
National Development Plan 3 contained a key resula on the
sustainable utilisation of natural resources andvirenmental
sustainability. In NDP4, there are a number ofiemmmental related
strategic initiatives including the promotion ofnservation agriculture,
de-bushing, maintenance and development of natiqrarks, and
increased investment through tourism in commuredsar

In 2014, we finalised and received approval fronbi@et for Medium-

Term National Strategies on Biological Diversitylif@ate Change; and
Desertification. These are currently under impletagon through multi-
stakeholder committees, which take responsibilitythe coordination of
activities as well as their monitoring and evaloati
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Of course, outEnvironmental Management Aof 2007 is a landmark
piece of legislation for environmental sustainapiéis it provides the legal
basis for the regulation of development through thgstem of

Environmental Impact Assessments and Strategic r&mwiental

Assessments. We now process over 300 applicatavnEnvironmental

Clearance Certificates annually and we have ther ymit in place a
Nationwide Inspection Programme to ensure thatetlgyganted clearance
are adhering to their Environmental Management<$laks a Nation, we
are making use of Strategic Environmental Assestra@na tool to guide
environmentally sustainable decision making on iaait issues for

development such as the mining of Uranium in thengo Region, bio
fuel plantations in the North-Eastern Regions ahdsphate Mining off

Namibia’s coast.

In addition, we are spearheading the introductibtewies on materials,
practicesand methods of production that have a negative ¢inpa the
environment. Thiss being lead by the Environmental Investment Foihd
Namibia as part of Broader process of environmental fiscal reformatTh
Namibia is one of the few countries in the worldthwia dedicated
institution for funding the protection of the eromment is in itself
something of which we should be immensely prouds |Aad said last
year, the Environmental Investment Fund of Namibi@ane of the only
two institutions that are credited by the Greem®@{dund in Africa - the
other Institution is in Rwanda - this means thatca@ be recipients of
funds from the Green Planet Fund of Africa.

Honourable Members, | am confident that our variBlans, Policies and
Programmes are yielding good results. We have iSpddanagement
Plans in place for our high value and threatenetisp and our protected
areas are managed according to management plait priomote these
parks as drivers of socio-economic developmentr @ldlife and plant
resources are utilised sustainably based on amsydtpermits and quotas,
which is reliably informed by scientific data anamitoring. This is the
essence of the sustainable management of our oesour
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Lastly, Honourable Members, our economy and peapie heavily
dependent on a healthy environment and functioogsystems. Key
Economic Sectors such as Agriculture, Forestryhdfies and Tourism
will not be able to thrive if we mismanage and dgenaur environment.
Therefore, it is important that we are able to guteconomic value to our
environment and invest in it accordingly. My Calipies and | in the
Ministry are undertaking this exercise and we dse aompleting regular
natural resource accounts to determine the valusuofwater resources,
wildlife and fisheries to our economy and peopliehas been proven that
conservation of our natural resources will imprafvihe economic value
and benefits from these resources reaches downutopeople and
communities and this is what we need to do for Nario develop on a
pathway that is environmentally sustainable. hihgou for your humble
attention.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. The next question is Question 5 fthm
Honourable Van Wyk directed to the Minister of Umband Rural
Development. Honourable Minister, you have theoFlo

QUESTION 05:

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT :
Thank you very much, Comrade Speaker and Honouheéfebers.

The first questions from Honourable !Auxab is dofes:

1. It was announced during November 2015, that housdsiild under
the Mass Housing Programme fall under the respecteyr Town
Councils, it seems, however, that the Town Councire not aware
on what procedures to follow to allocate these hoas?
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Would the Honourable Minister inform the public on what
procedures to follow if they are interested in buyig the mentioned
houses?

ANSWER:

All the Local Authorities which are part of the Mashousing
Development Programme have been conducted on ¢judarebasis with
regard to the implementation of this programmeudtig the procedures
in the allocation of the houses. It is correcs&y that in November 2015,
the Local Authorities which are having completedi$®s, were consulted
by the Ministry about the allocation of houses, athivould have been co-
facilitated by both the Ministry of Urban and Ruiévelopment and the
respective Local Authorities.

HON MEMBER : Itis your Ministry as well!

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT :
During these consultations the Local Authoritiesravenformed of the
following:

» That the houses will be sold at cost recovery;

* That those on the beneficiary lists of Local Auities and the
National Housing Enterprise should be given proptovided they
can afford the houses;

* That the Ministry in conjunction with the Local Audrities will issue
referral letters to perspective beneficiaries #spnt to the Financial
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Institutions for housing loan preapproval; and

* That the Ministry will open a bank account into waHithe loans
repayments will be deposited to create a revolwmgl which will be
managed by the Ministry.

In order to fast-track the preapproval process miaistry held a
consultative meeting with Financial Institutions which the Ministry
explained what it expected from them and in whitle tFinancial
Institutions also advised the Ministry. Howevenjedto the ever
increasing demand for housing and the request filmenRegional and
Local Authorities Political Leadership, and the fwlfor the completed
houses to be handed over as a matter of urgereWlithstry approached
Cabinet to deliberate on the involvement of the idvatl Housing
Enterprise since it has expertise and experiendsmamcing and selling
houses. (CCOPP) resolved the following:

» That the Cabinet Committee on Overall Policy anmrRies, directs
the Ministries of Finance, Urban and Rural Develepimthe Office of
the Attorney-General, and the National Housing Emtses (NHE) to
develop a financing, selling and pricing formula fbe houses built
under the Mass Housing Development Programme fobin€ts
approval;

» That the Cabinet Committee on Overall Policy anmrRies, directs
NHE to create a Revolving Fund for the repaymentoahs on the
houses built under the Mass Housing DevelopmergrBrome; and

* That the Cabinet Committee on Overall Policy anmrRres further
directs NHE to serve as agent of the Governmettiarfinancing and
selling of the houses.

Based on the above my Ministry has contacted NHEE MHE is in the
process of developing a formula which will be defdited on by the
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Ministries of Finance, Urban and Rural Developméhg Office of the
Attorney-General, and the National Housing Entegsi before
submission to Cabinet for approval. Further infation will be shared
with the Local Authorities and Regional Councilsdahe public at large
once the formula has been approved by Cabinet.

Although we are talking about cost recovery, weusthmot lose focus of
the importance of the target market under this Rrmogne as well as the
issue of affordability. It is of utmost importanteat affordability is not

compromised since this Programme was developeddier o address the
housing shortages largely faced by the low-incoareers.

Honourable Members, | now continue with the nexdsjion.

2. Honourable Minister, investigation into the affairs of the
Okahandja and Rehoboth Town Councils were carried ot
recently, when will the findings be made known tohe respective
residents?

ANSWER
Let me start wittODkahandja Town Council:

The investigation conducted at Okahandja has redeaserious
irregularities in the manner the municipality haeb dealing with land
delivery. These irregularities involve, among ottiengs, the following;
and | wish to state that these irregularities -rystor mentioning people’s
names here — did not only begin with Valerie Arbacause when people
are talking about irregularities at Okahandja Td@ouncil, one hears the
name of Valerie Aron, as she was the Mayor — babiating to our follow
up, these irregularities has been a culture withat Council, even before
Valerie. Since the Honourable Member wants thisrmation to reach
the public, particularly the residents of Okahandjmst wanted to make
that point clear. This is our finding:
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» Selling properties without the Council Resolutiamsthe Minister’s
approval or both;

* Reregistering these properties without the CouRgkolutions or
Minister’s approval or both;

* Registering these properties while the purchassegrare not paid in
full;

» Allocation of plots to more than one owner — doubléocations,
etcetera.

Honourable Members, | would like to place more eagxh on double
allocations, because these practices are caugmgbéem that should be
resolved. | have found out that this does not ¢ake place at Okahandja
Town Council, but at many Local Authorities. Thigises a lot of
guestions on the system that we are governing aerm@ment and as
Local Authorities — where one finds two owners figh over a property
and at the end of the there are court caseserefire, think that we have
to assist the Town Councils to desist from thesetes.

These deals are illegal and there must be a wggtlise these practices
and where it is found to be impossible or not appate, these deals
would be nullified and it is not only in Okahandiitakes place elsewhere
— at many other Councils. Where the situation se@mpossible to
resolve, we just have to nullify these deals.

It was further discovered that there is no filiygtem of properties, hence
this makes, and shall continue to be difficult tet gnformation on
properties. This makes it difficult to sort ouetproblems for individual
properties.

The Ministry is now putting the following possibigeasures in place to be

able to identify individual properties problems dmav they will be dealt
with:
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1. A Property Register must be compiled — becausee tiseno Property
Register — containing the following:

a. Property from Number one to the last number of priypin town.

b. It must indicate the Number, the name of the ovampglicant or
vacant, suburb, size, price.

With Windhoek, the Property Register is availaladite public to ensure
that the property is still under your name. Howewe Okahandja, we
were looking for the register, but could not findwe therefore, have to
see, how we can assist in this regard.

2. Open Property Files for each property in town.

a. The number of the file must correspond with its bemin the registry.

b. Cabinets must be purchased for filing these files.

3. Same information as in the registry, the historyhef property must be
in this file;

None of these are in existence, everything is arrgbles, | will not say
that they do not know how to go about it, but after findings, we should
be able to assist the colleagues so that the syshenat least get back to
order.

He have to help our colleagues to put all thesplate — Application
Letter, Business Plans, if any, Council Resolutibtisterial approval,
allocation letter, Deed of sale, purchasing Recdiipte Deed, etcetera.

4. The following properties must be identified andtdismust be
compiled:

a. Properties without Ministerial approval.
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b. Properties without council resolution.
c. Properties without Council resolution and Minisa@proval.

d. Those whose terms have lapsed — not paid withidlohes- terms not
complied with.

e. Those already registered but meet one of the above.

5. These lists will be submitted to the Attorney-GeatierOffice for legal
advice as to how the illegal sales can be legalised

Let me now move on to tHieehoboth Town Council:

In Rehoboth, we investigated allegations relatethéoResignation of Mr.
Willie Swartz — Head of Human Resourg¢agervention)

HON SPEAKER: | am sorry to interrupt the Honourable Minister.

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT : Is it
about the name that | have mentioned?

HON SPEAKER: No. I think you are doing a good job, but lettrysto
keep the responses as short as possible. Canepeitkghort and to the
point, because the Honourable Member will also heeess to the actual
document that you are using. | am just puttinghis special request in
view of the time.
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HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT :
Thank you, Honourable Speaker.

People appointed to act and promoted into vacamb&positions:

The Filling of the Chief Executive Officer Position

This particular investigation only looked into gowance issues and not
into properties.

The Report is submitted to me and | still have @kentime to study its
recommendations With regard to properties in Retiolbe still have to
do a serious property audit in this town. Our lesstructions to the
Council with regard to the Rukoro Report was thatcmprehensive
submission be made to the Minister seeking the $inis approval to
transfer properties to all beneficiaries of thatp&e thereby closing
Rukoro Report issues once and for all.

This instruction was to put an end to the piecemegluests that the
council was doing seeking transfer of propertiesot@ or two people
alleged to be beneficiaries of the Rukoro Repoer gears.

| must indicate to this House that land in Rehohstla sensitive issue
which must be handled with absolute care. The iiyason will therefore
have to look into all the land issues raised bkedtalders such as the
Baster community under the Captain, political gaticommunity groups
and the council.

3. Some residents of numerous towns such as Okahandia,
Keetmanshoop, Aranos, Rehoboth and Gobabis just tmention a
few do not have access to affordable land, whilshé rich and
developers are buying up all available land, how lag will it take
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before land is made available to the poor of thisauntry?
ANSWER

Honourable Members, it should be understood thah efvthe poor need
land, land must be prepared and this needs resouiidee Government of
the Republic of Namibia has been and shall contiougerfect the issue
of land delivery and land acquisition both for theor and the rich.
However, we need to work on the issue of equity.

| should just remind the Honourable Member thaalinquestions, when

we talk about the poor to benefit from land, thenigliry that is assigned
to me deals with urban land and not just land inegal. Therefore, the
need to support programmes of Build Together aedShack Dwellers

Federation. These are no longer straight forwssdas. Firstly, does the
Council have un-serviced plots? Secondly how dodeal with the

original diseased beneficiaries’ offspring? Whatwmentary proof is

required to 5 authenticate both the offspring andimal beneficiaries?

Thirdly, who of these category of beneficiary hdemnefitted already and
so how many remained.

4. How far is your Ministry with the process of transferring the 378
houses in Block E, Rehoboth into the names of theiginal owners
as they now occupy these houses for more than 3(ays?

ANSWER

The“Nie Burgers” in Block E are to have their houses alienatechéont
while “Die Burgers” are to get each an un-serviced plot.

5. Could the Hon Minister give an indication on what pogress was
made in finalizing the implementation of the“Rukoro Report of
1992, referring to answers given by you in this house or08
October 2015.
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ANSWER

The investigation we intent to commission will helg council and the
ministry to identify the beneficiaries of the Ru&oReport both“Nie
Burgers” in Block E and“Die Burgers”. However, due to the Local
Authorities elections which took place at the erdast year and the
subsequent induction of the newly elected Courrsillohe process has
been delayed. Thank you, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Question 06 is a questiom
the Honourable Dienda directed to the Minister ou€ation, Arts and
Culture. Minister you have the Floor.

QUESTION 06:

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE :

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | rise espand to the
guestions posed by Honourable Elma Dienda, butréefoprovide
responses to the questions, allow me to make referéo Statements |
made in 2015.

On the ¢' of November 2015, | made a pronouncement on thee Sif
Education, Arts and Culture in the country and dbwnsome Honourable
Members had access to my Statement. This wasilaedsk effort to
inform the Namibian Nation about, in particular,etlstate of our
education. | made specific mention of successegelsas challenges that
the system of education faces. | mentioned thaisistem has systemic
lack of qualified teachers, that our school andédiasfrastructure were in
the bad state, that we have an acute shortageasdrobms, and that we
have a serious shortage of classrooms at pre-prileeel, that many
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children are taught in make-shift and traditiortallctures, these prevalent
structures are not conducive to learning. As aidtiy, we vowed to
redress a great deal of these shortcomings durangext MTEF period.

We have initiated what we call tH€riends of Education in Namibia-

Special Initiative, abbreviated as (FENSIhere we call upon various
Sectors in our country to come forth and supportedtorts towards the

improvement of education and educational infrastmec This is an

initiative that will assist us to accelerate seevaelivery in the Education
Sector. We are committed as a Ministry to addness coordinated and
sustainable manner, the challenges that we face.

Honourable Speaker, we realised very well that marhese drawbacks
and backlogs will require renewed vigour, strond athical leadership as
well as determination for the task at hand. Weehavmammoth task
ahead of us, yet our determination and resolveltivess the challenges in
our Education System is stronger than ever beforaVith the
implementation of our Annual Work Plan for 2016/20Wve are geared
towards improvement and acceleration of serviceeisl.

Towards the end of 2015, as Minister of Educatiris and Culture, |
announced the National examinations results for,JNSSCO and
NSSCH, where | made several pronouncements. Wenast certainly
taking note of the general expression of conceynthé public and while
we are working hard to find amicable and drastilutsmns within our
means, we are equally appreciative of the steaggastiwe receive from
key stakeholders. Thus, | once again call upostakeholders to join us
to make a difference, because together we can raaldference. |,
therefore, now will respond to the questions atth&fonourable Speaker.

On the questions posed by Honourable Elma Dienldayé¢ the following
to respond:
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1. When can we expect the issues of the provision ofde Secondary
Education to be brought to Parliament in the formatof a Bill or
the amendment of existing instruments so that it cabe properly
enacted in law so that there is no long term certaty pertaining
this issue and it is not subject to the mood of theabinet of the
day?

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, | am very sorry, becauséhef
time constraint can we do without repeating thestjor?

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE : Can |
just go straight to the response?

HON SPEAKER: Yes.

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE : Thatis
fine, but the last time when | went straight to #Hreswers, | was told |
must read the question.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the Mynigas since the
beginning of 2015, assigned considerable resouocegjorously engage
in vital regional and stakeholder consultationlirReegions on the Review
of theEducation Act. This consultation process has since been conaplete
The inputs that were received from the Regionsnake being validated.
The validation stage means that we are at 70%eoptbcess, which will
ultimately lead into a final draft and Bill. TheiMstry in collaboration
with UNICEF is working very hard to ensure that Bi# is finally in
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Parliament by July of 2016 to amend the curréducation Act. We
envisage that come 2017, the Ministry of Educatfms and Culture will
have a neviEducation Acin place.

Having said that, Comrade Speaker, | must mentiah Article 20 of the
Namibian Constitution place a duty on the said Aotmake Primary
Education free of charge. | must further mentioat the same obligation
is not extended to the Tertiary — Higher Educatiou, also rest assured
that the Universal State School Education is ireoahd is on track.

2. Has a clear framework been drawn up on how schoolare to
utilised the grant per student, which the Governmen pays to
schools? If yes, can this be shared with the Houze

Honourable Speaker, once again. Furthermore, tihestvy/ of education,
Arts and Culture wishes to put it on record thahas never introduced
policy changes without a proper implementation samrk.

Equally, in the case of the introduction of Free@wlary Education, the
Ministry has provided appropriate guidelines to Bkgional Offices,
Regional Councils and schools to smoothen the imeigation process.

The Honourable Members will remember that we haeethyears ago
introduced Universal Primary Education using thensaframeworks,

which has been reviewed after consultations wighRlegions. Of course,
we do not take it for granted that our staff knolatvto do, so guidelines
are consistently being provided. In order to gugiools, Formal
Education Circular No 07 of 2015, with the implernagion guidelines
were sent towards the end of 2015. These aredrpdssession of all
schools at the moment. Regional Offices have ladsm tasked to train all
our principals both primary and secondary on thendhag and

administration of the Free Education grants for hbgrimary and

secondary learners. Regional Councils are alsalert to use their
available accountants and finance officials to aad provide support to
our schools during the implementation process.
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The Honourable Members, should, therefore, be asstired that we are
on course. We have in 2015, already provided N#Bidon to schools to

cover for the months of January to March 2016 andeswe recognise
that schools require critical resources at thisetiof the year we have
processed an additional N$40 million to schoolsetwsure that the
academic process commences smoothly.

3. What actions will be taken against schools that cdimue to
demand money from parents or are such demands alled?

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, You wilkagvith me that

in any system when you introduce new rules or meeg you are likely
to encounter resistance to change. That is a fEoere are those who do
not want to follow the rules, those who do not wenthange. We have
campaigned heavily through all forms of media totican our staff not to

do the contrary.

Cabinet of the Republic of Namibia, through @abinet Resolution of
17.06.20141001 abolished compulsory School DevetspmFund
contributions. Against that background any staéfinmber or school that
enforces the payment of money against the laid dowies and
regulations shall face the appropriate disciplinamgasures. If there is a
realization that the funds are insufficient, sclsomie allowed to carry out
fund raising activities without these schools fogcparents to pay. Any
form of direct or indirect pressure or coercionpafents or guardians to
pay money, is improper and will not be tolerateo learner in any
school should be barred from taking part in anyagtif parents have not
voluntarily contributed to such an event.

| am on record, Honourable Members, for callingpaments to embrace
the notion of voluntary contributions, in any forime it monetary or in
kind.
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We should never underestimate the desire and stmihgf parents, who

feel duty bound and who wish to unconditionallyastin a meaningful

way in the education of their children. | have raubt whatsoever, that
many parents, by exercising sound judgments, hema&dfy contributed to

making valuable contributions towards creating arem@onducive

environment at schools. We have seen over thesytbat when parents
are actively involved and rising to the challengefoster a sense of
ownership and pride in them as a school commumity aadeep sense of
appreciation from school management and teachers.

We are adamant, as a Ministry, in our efforts tppsuting a process of
dialogue and purposeful engagement between pamsrdsthe school
management. | am saying this, because we surely todoster a better
understanding and indeed a monumental and defshit## in outlook
towards free education and the role of the parent.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Dienda, do you
have a follow up question?

HON DIENDA: (Whispering) My voice is gone at the moment, | will
come back some time later.

HON SPEAKER: Okay, | gotit. We move on to Question 7. Eher
were two questions — Question 06 and Questionr@¥ pbath of them were
directed to the Honourable Minister of EducationmtsAand Culture by
Honourable Dienda.

213



18 February 2016 RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS
BY HON DIENDA
HON HANSE-HIMARWA

QUESTION 07:

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE : Thank
you, Honourable Speaker, once again.

1. Is there a formula or framework that regulates howGovernment
subsidy is paid to each respective Private School?

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, formulagxdst by which

subsidies are calculated and paid to schools. clinentEducation Act,

Act 16 of 2001 for the sake of smooth payment obssly makes
provision for the categorization of schools asdatt and here | will urge
the Honourable Members to read, because sometirmesome here and
ask questions without reading while the informatignout there and
available. Therefore, let us please inculcate dikure of reading and
save time, and not ask questions on information ithaeadily available
for us. We have different categories:-

Category A: In this category schools get subsidy to pay sdasnly for
teachers as per the learner teacher ratio and nesndlof the school
indicating whether it is a primary or secondary egml:35 in primary
and 1:30 in secondary Education.

Category B: In this category subsidy is paid for both sakrend
buildings that are rented for teaching purposemfasther a Church, an
Organisation or an individual.

Category C: Are State Aided Schools. Meaning schools #énatprivate,
normally belong to Churches but run exactly likev&mment Schools,
where all services provided for by state namelarsed of staff, chairs,
desks, textbooks etc.

So yes, Honourable Members, there are formulas lighvpayment to
private schools are made. | also wish to inform gt plans are
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underway to revisit, assess and eventually adpestuture funding
formula to private schools.

The next question, Honourable Speaker.

2. Given that on average Private Schools often have sitfer number
of scholars than Government Schools, is the subsidalculated per
learner as with Government Schools or is the subsjdcalculated
via a different formula?

Honourable Speakers, Honourable Members, the Hasicalculating
subsidy is learner enrolment numbers, the smdikenrolment the lesser
the amount to be paid. We are working on a peitadpnding formula,
considering poverty levels, distance, number ofnees enrolled and
remoteness. There are some inequities and we andng on a future
funding formula.

3. Does partly funding private schools not, at least,indirectly
jeopardize Government’'s ability to provide higher tnding
towards Government schools per learner i.e. aboven¢ current
500/learner which many schools claim is not enough®hould
Government schools funding not only be restricteda Government
schools, seeing as private schools will continue ariging parents
enormous amounts towards théschool development fund?”

Honourable speaker, Honourable Members, the curpayment of
subsidy is governed and regulated by the cuielication ActAct 16 of
2001. The new revised Education Act has room fgeromement on the
current practices. As | stated earlier, the futtueding formula for
private schools is a key issue that requires a &ien-handed and also
more determined efforts. | can assure you thotlut, we are taking a
principle stance in addressing the current ineggsliitihat exist, being well
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aware that we need to tackle these matters in apmmansive and
forward looking manner. The revised or amenBddcation Aciwill

make provision for improved equity and accountapilith these options
in place.

In the event that Government does not relinquishpiiyment of subsidy
to Private Schools then some measures for equity result in the

reduction of the current subsidies, meaning theiecame in at a lower
rate than the current practice. | must also marthat in Article 20 of our
Constitution, it says that people have the Rightewablish Private
Schools, but on their own expense.

I, however, need to caution that we avoid talkingpwt the amended
content of the Act now, since the proposed new BRilll come to
Parliament and then we can debate that.

Honourable Speaker can | proceed?

HON SPEAKER: Yes, you may continue with Question 8 by
Honourable Mbai.

QUESTION 08:

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE :
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members - Honoutdbka also asked
me some questions and | will try to respond to them

1. Is it really practical possible that against the cotinuous poor
results for Grade 10, is the Minister seriously cosidering lifting
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the requirement for passing Grade 10, which currerly stands at
23 points?

In 1994, when the JSC was introduced, the framevalldwed that
learners can only progress to Grade 11 with a mimnof 27 points.
After realising that the system was new, the pregjom to Grade 11 was
pitched at 19 points. The system empirically dithbd that a learner
who gets 27 points in Grade 10 will likely haveighhdegree of possibly
succeeding to grade 12 with ease. So for me asrduMinister lifting
points from 23 points should not scare anybodytas not new it was
there before. In fact, the point is we are progjregtowards 27 points and
we should at all times work towards that goal. m aot saying that we
will jump towards 27 points all of a sudden or loynbrrow, but it is a
steady progression that | am talking about.

As Minister | am aware of the unsatisfactory parfance in our schools.
My proposal to lift the bar above 23 points is taceurage schools to
work even harder and also never be complacent mfartable with the

23 points as a requirement for learners to be aeldhio Grade 11. We
understand what 23 points really constitute on &igr(6) subjects. 23
Points basically constitute 5 Ds and an E — D isnarage symbol while
E is an under-average symbol — as a Nation, doeakyrwant to remain
at the average and regard that as the highest ibamdcour children?

That is a question we should ask ourselves?

Schools must aim high and work towards higher tar§y®e have schools
that have done so, so | encourage schools to femmeach other to attain
the best. Please note that indeed, we are bukytkatcurriculum reform

and our emphasis is most definitely on improving tjuality of learning

and teaching that takes place in the classroom.a Ation, we fairly

achieved the Sustainable Development Goals in ta&fmaccess, but we
now need to look into the same Sustainable Devetoprdoals to also
attain quality in education. That is why | am tatk about the need to
raise the bar.
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Comrade Speaker the next question is:

2. In your opinion, is the just obtained 29,8% pass ree for Grade 12
really sufficient enough or where exactly does thproblem lies?

Honourable Members, allow me first of all to clgrd misconception that
exists in our society. When | announced the GrdaeOrdinary level
results in December 2015, | said that, and | quuiself —“A total
number of 6,056, which amounts to 29.8% of fuletoandidates qualified
for University Admission[not failure or pass] compared to 7,536,
amounting to 38.9% in 2014."Nowhere did | mention that the pass rate
was 29.8 %. It must be understood that we use atmission
requirements of the University of Namibia and oawnUniversity — the
National University of Science Technology (NUSThieh require 25 or
more points in five subjects for admission. Thene still other
Institutions of Higher learning who have differendadmission
requirements, therefore it is not fair, HonouraMbeai, to refer to the
other candidates as having failed. | know we amming from the old
school of failing.

| do understand that those of us from the old sghoamely the Cape
Education Department only know pass and fail. Dgrithe Cape
Education Department, we wrote Grade Exams, whiebuired an
average of 720 point in order to get a Matriculatertificate.

At the implementation of the Cambridge Examinatiore introduced
Subject Examinations, whereby the candidate is @sledged for
performance in each subject and is certified fondgpgraded in a subject.
| hear so many people complaining aboutewadays, we do not know
who has pass or failed, because everyone is cayrgirtertificate. We
have introduced a Learner Centred Education Syatsinwe are moving
towards more positivity than negativity. We arert#fore accrediting the
learners for the subjects that they have passedg\er, when the learner
has an ungraded symbol, that subject is not inglicain the certificate,
because they are regarded as graded, even if #weydttained a G Grade,
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which amounts to two (2) points — meaning that dver(6) subjects that
learner has failed, but he or she is carrying difcate. That is what
Learner Centred Education means.

Having said the above, | acknowledge that therenamd#iple obstacles
that the education system face.

Some of these have to do with teacher quality rmatieefficiency in our

system in terms of learner drop outs and repetitates, allocation to
capital projects, while others have to do with tkecioeconomic

environments and level of commitment of parentth&education of their
children. Equally, there are many behaviouralessand poor conduct of
learners, absenteeism and lack of sustained, sitrmotivation. Only if

we all get actively involved and we no longer takout the lack of

parental involvement, we will see a change.

Education is multifaceted and requires continuaadlaborative efforts
and investments. Remember, one effort builds arth&n and hence the
basics have to be accomplished first, and thathig Mvis so essential that
we have loving homes, caring communities and anire@mwment of
conducive Primary and Secondary Education to hdwe pgass rate
improved. We are becoming jittery, that is why stend up in unison and
say that the Education System has failed. We exesftcise patience.

The onus and weight of expectations rests on g&atb instilling a culture
of change, to inculcate a culture of care andltmathe youth to find their
voices in how best they want to become criticaflyolved in shaping
their future.

Honourable Speakémtervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes. Can you draw closer to concluding?
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HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE : | am
answering questions, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Is this number 3 now?

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE : Yes,
Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you.

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE : 3.

This 29,8% this time, represent a 10% drop comparedo 2014 pass
rate, what is your Ministry immediate plan of action to address this
recurring problem year in and year out ?

Honourable Members, we are aware of the outcryrdagag the 10% drop
in the number of Grade 12 learners who qualified Eniversity
Admission in 2015. In fact, my Ministry, under rfreadership, does not
adopt a wait and see attitude, neither do we turdlirad eye to the
realities.

We still maintain that there are many factors tatneed to address to
obtain the results that we need. With continuechrotment and using

appropriate strategies we shall indeed see manmyndesa going into

University. However, Honourable Members should wnihat despite

how much we try there are learners in the systemwili not make it to
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University, and that is where other forms of edwrasuch as vocational
education comes in. Even if we would make a 10@¥spate, are we
ready to take them all up on the other side, inldniversities?

Our new curriculum that we are implementing maythe answer as it

will allow learners that are vocationally inclingéal follow the vocational

stream. We shall, therefore, work closely with @ounterparts in the
Ministry of Higher education, Training and Innowati to increase the
capacity Vocational Institutions in order to prowiebptions for most

learners in the system. As for strategies for ompment, we have as a
Ministry embarked on measures to improve resultshie better.

Regional Councils and Directorates of EducatiortsAnd Culture have
revisited and strengthened their regional improvarseategy plans. The
majority of the Regions held Stakeholder Meetingsegractly this how to
improve the learning outcomes. All forces are goirto aim higher and
work towards meeting that target.

At these events all stakeholders were engaged:

Regional Councils, Town Councils, Education Foruranibers, School
Principals, Parents, Teachers and Learners in Re@od schools across
the country to establish reasons why learners ae performing
satisfactorily. They analysed the regional proldeand action plans were
developed and these will be used in 2016 to miidfa¢ situation.

Lastly, Comrade Speaker, our national and regianalial work plans are
geared towards improving quality outcomes. Ouatsgies focus on
improving learner’s access, participation and penénce in schools. Our
quarterly reviews strive to timeously step in willwrposeful interventions
and corrective measures.

Thank you and | am available for any follow up gigess.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | just want to refer to the two Harable
Members who raised these questions. | want td stéin Honourable
Dienda. Are you done?

HON DIENDA : | will come back later.

HON SPEAKER: You will come back later. Honourable Mbai, g
done? Thank you. If there are any outstandingessof course, there is
always room for inviting the Honourable Minister fa cup of tea and
continue with the dialogue.

The last question, Question 9, is the one from koslole Mbai addressed
to the Minister of Poverty Eradication and Sociatl¥dre. Honourable
Minister, you have the Floor.

QUESTION 09:

HON MINISTER OF POVERTY ERADICATION AND_ SOCIAL
WELFARE : Thank you very much, Comrade Speaker, Sir. ahkh
Honourable Mbai for asking the questions so thakm@wv what is going
on. | do not know whether | should repeat the tjoes or not, because
some of them are very short and some of the Memibensot have the
guestions in front of them.

HON SPEAKER: No, they do.
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HON MINISTER OF POVERTY ERADICATION AND SOCIAL
WELFARE : Does everyone have the questions?

HON SPEAKER: Yes, they have and it is going to save you afdime
not repeating them. | would, therefore, recommgad go straight to
your answers without repeating the questions.

HON MINISTER OF POVERTY ERADICATION AND SOCIAL
WELFARE : Thank you.

Response to Question 1.:

One of the key priority areas of the Ministry ofeay Eradication and
Social Welfare is to address hunger and povergutin the establishment
of Food Banks. The major goal of these Food Baslke abolish and to
reduce malnutrition levels. We are however, cagmisof the rampant
malnourishment among most Namibians.

The Ministry of Poverty Eradication and Social Vée# is also tasked
with the coordination and implementation of all pdy eradication
initiatives and Programmes under the different btmes, Offices,

Agencies and State Owned Enterprises. To this ¢mel, Ministry

encourages and assists farmers in close collaboratith the relevant
Line Ministries to grow food to improve their dietad livelihoods.

The Ministry has started engaging various Insoigi including
Embassies to assist farmers with the necessarypmeeat and materials
for growing food. The Ministry will also work clesy with Local

Authorities to address urban hunger and malnutritioThe Ministry

recently participated in a workshop organised lgy @ity of Windhoek to
fairly look into urban agricultural strategies.
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Response to Question 2:

The unfortunate deaths, being referred to hereeweainly caused by
food poisoning, but the Ministry recognises thet fdm@t our rural and

urban poor do not have many dietary choices asdedluto. The

Ministry’s main responsibility is to end hunger aiodreduce malnutrition

as these are the lowest levels of poverty. Ityssincere hope and belief
that through the establishment of Food Banks, tkhéssestrous incidences
will be prevented.

The Ministry also administers the Social GrantsRensioners and people
living with disabilities. The National Blue Prion Wealth Redistribution
and Poverty Eradication, which will come into effeafter many
consultations in the new Financial Year, will loakthe improvement of
the current Social Grants, including introductidrGoants that will ensure
that those falling, especially those falling througe cracks of our Social
Grants are catered for. The Blue Print will alsldr@ss the fragmentation
of the differing Social Grants.

| would like to underscore the multi-dimensionatura of the declared
war against poverty. This war needs to be fougbifall grounds

utilising all the arsenal at our disposal. Therefove should all join

hands and embrace the culture of sharing. We dhather ask ourselves
as individuals, Private Entities, Non-Government@rganisations,

Community-Based Organisations, Government and itgengies,

Churches, and we Parliamentarians — what have we dmce this day,
what are we doing or what are we going to do tddattee occurrence of
such deaths? We appreciate those who came teshee of the families
during the burial of their loved ones, but we néede more proactive
rather than reactive in our approaches to assidietiaw Namibians.

Response to Question 3:

The construction of the Namibia’s first Food BamkWindhoek by the
Ministry of Poverty Eradication and Social Welfaireclose collaboration
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with the City of Windhoek, is envisaged to commebeg¢ore the end of
the current Financial Year. Given that all theiges — and that is
important, given that all the designs and docunt@mts are approved by
the relevant authorities on time. The Ministry lwihowever, start
distributing mainly dry foods by utilising availalwarehouses and
storage places across the country.

|, therefore, urge all who are ready to donate faond other items to
approach the Ministry. The Ministry also welcontke support of our
farmers who pledged to provide meat to the FoodkBanThe Ministry
plans to make use of existing abattoirs to catethfe donated meat.

Comrade Speaker, very briefly, | also want to raas®ther issue of
concern, and it is that — in a democracy, the daiifon of certain things, it
can be people, it can be instruments or anythibyg deification — | mean
if you turn certain things in a democracy to begdben it is disastrous.

One of the things that | want to raise is the goasof reporting by the
media. When people are misquoted and they raseiths being seen as
if one is working against the freedom of the medihile incorrect
reporting affects the relationship between those afre approached for
comments and the media itself.

| want to give an example: With the opening of lRarent, | was
approached by one media practitioner who askedbuetdahe progress of
the Food Bank and | told herwell, we are progressing very well, the
design and necessary documents are now going throlug processes,
they should go at the relevant Authorities and thlges time Please do
not quote me as saying that | am accusing the aelefuthorities, | am
just saying that these things are taking tinheould feel that we should be
a bit faster, but these processes are important.

The other day, it was the Headline “Fhe Minister of Poverty

Eradication and Social Welfare is accusing the Msiry of Works,”and
this was exactly what | said | am not doing. Ndwe kind of reporting
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makes it difficult for me, in the future, to be apached — | will say —
well, no commentbecause the only thing to do is then to saylease
write down what you want to know from me and | wapond to it in
writing. Therefore, | want to say that there are medi&tpi@ners who
are very good and who would report exactly whatleen said, but there
are those who are just reporting completely theosppe of what you have
said and this is damaging the relationship betwdeh,us say, the
Parliamentarians and the media. There can be d gaationship, |
believe, and it is necessary. The good relatignshn be there, but you
would hear -Honourable So and So is not answering his phonlee is
saying there is no comment.hese are the causes that give rise to things
like this. Therefore, | would respectfully ask anedia practitioners to be
very sensitive on issues of this nature and to awgion their reporting, so
that we can cordially work together towards buitdiour Nation. Thank
you for allowing me to make those comments.

HON SPEAKER: Absolutely. Thank you very much indeed.
Honourable Mbai, are you comfortable?

HON MBAI : Yes. Thank you very much, Honourable Minister.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. That last comment by the
Honourable Minister says a lot. It is somethingtthll of us share and,
obviously, we would be more than happy to work talsabuilding a
proper relationship. Those of us who have livedlifferent parts of the
world, where we have seen the media in some casnirthere are people
described as Parliamentary Correspondents — yownaioabuse your
status. You have acquired that particular statwscause you are
knowledgeable about the Procedures, the Ruleshangidy how things
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are done. | think in Namibia, if our democracyg@ng to be sustained,
we need to move towards creating a proper rappangre we can
communicate with a full understanding of the qumstof trust and the
guestion of competence in capturing what the petsas said is very
important.

The Honourable Minister is saying; we are now resgrto asking
Journalists to put their questions in writing bessawe do not wish to be
misquoted, so we respond in writing, and that ésrrason why — because
of the way how what we say is sometimes being apetl.

Anyway, | think the good news | want to bring tethlouse is that all
guestions put to Ministers have been responded to.

HON MEMBER : Not all were completely responded to.

HON SPEAKER: Which ones were left out? Question number?

HON MEMBER : We still need to obtain additional informatiaorm the
Honourable Minister.

HON SPEAKER: Okay. Honourable Minister, | think you have been
extremely liberal and detailed, but the questiat ylou have responded to
will be recorded as having been responded to angoif have any
documents that you have actually prepared, fee foeshare with the
Honourable Members who have raised those questieesuse we record
them as having been responded to.
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Are there anything missing from the questions? , Ymourable Deputy
Speaker.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: | think the questions as posed by the
Honourable Member do not necessarily mean that fiori the benefit of
the Honourable Member, it is for the public outrthe Therefore, those
ones that are left unanswered should be respodaekt time.

HON SPEAKER: Let them stand over so that you can do justd@em.
Well done. Thank you very much.

With that understanding, | just have a very brigieent to make. When
| acknowledged the Deputy Speaker’s Birthday, |ttedi her Colleague
who share that date with her and that is Honour&biscilla Beukes. |
just wish to say that she was omitted yesterdayutyin oversight by the
Chair. Congratulations and all the best!

For the Honourable Members who were born on thys oheny years ago,
| have Honourable Leon Jooste and | have Honoui@bbastiaan Karupu
— both of them were born on this day, thé"X8 February — Happy
Birthday and best wishes to both of you.

With that said and done, may | ask the Right Hoable Prime Minister
to adjourn the House.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : Honourable Members, | Move that the
House adjourns until next week Tuesday, same tl#h&0.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. The House stands adjourned
until Tuesday, the usual time.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:05 UNTIL 2016.02.23 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read the Prayer and Affirnmatio

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Reports of Standing and Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Honouthbte, you have the
Floor.

TABLING: REPORT OF THE AUDITOR-GENERAL

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE : Honourable Speaker, | lay
upon the Table, the Report of the Auditor-Generatlee Account of the
Social Security Commission, Employees’ Compensdtond, Maternity,
Sick Leave and Death Benefit Fund for the Finandiahr ended 28
February 2015. | so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Notice of Questions? Honourable
/IGowases, you have the Floor.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS
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QUESTION 21:

HON //IGOWASES:. Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable
Speaker, | give Notice that on Thursday, tfeo8March 2016, | shall ask
the Right Honourable Prime Minister the followingegtions:

Our country is faced with a situation of droughhieh is aggravating day-
by-day. A situation that affects thousands of Naams and will have
socioeconomic consequences, if the rains do nbséamin. We pray to
God for rain.

We applaud those esteemed foreign missions basedamibia, the
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry, St&bsvned Enterprises
such as, AgriBank, the Private Sector and othekesialders that
generously donated various kinds of drought rdbeid to the Office of
the Prime Minister.

We also applaud the Office of the Prime Minister tleeir commitment,
dedication, loyalty and hard-work in ensuring thhe situation is
monitored and assessed regularly; and that drowgiletve is distributed
efficiently to the affected and vulnerable commiasitwithout delay.

Having said that, Honourable Speaker, | put thie¥ahg questions to the
Right Honourable Prime Minister:-

1. Can the Office of the Prime Minister and the Goweent please
investigate the impact of the drought on destitoé@nmunities in
urban areas? Based on such investigation andsasses could the
Office of the Prime Minister consider the distrilout of drought relief
food to communities in urban areas as well — stoalhs like Witvlei,
Grunau, Arandis, etcetera?

2. Is there any possibility on the side of the Goveznimin particular the
Office of the Prime Minister and the Ministry of Agulture, Water
and Forestry, to consider other forms of drougli, é&xample,
subsidising nutrients and/or fodder; and medicationfarmers to
reduce livestock losses as a result of their weiageronditions?
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| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Yes, Honourable Kaapala, you haee th
Floor.

QUESTION 22:

HON KAAPALA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker, through you, hitwa
to give Notice that on Thursday, the™8f February 2016, | shall ask the
Minister of Urban and Rural Development, Honourab&ophia
Shaningwa the following:

The Katima Civic Housing Close Cooperation was appd by the then
Ministry of Regional and Local Government, Housirmgnd Rural
Development in 1998, to build homes in the follogvsuburbs: Nabweza,
Bebi and Greenwell in partnership with the Katimauli Local
Government, under a false pretence of developm&his came with an
understanding that the project will create employtrees an Estate Agents
for young people in line with th&state Agent Actll2 of 1976, as
amended. The Estate Agents were trained and eetbloyt they never
got their Commissions. This question will also Ide#&h the alleged
corrupt practices in the Katima Mulilo Local Goverent, for the benefit
of this august House and Katima Mulilo residents.

My questions are as follows:
1. Can the Minister find the project proposal for tiliempany to the
Ministry and an agreement that was signed by bdik tocal

Government and the Company on behalf of Katima Muésidents?

2. If the Minister fails to find an agreement or a jpod proposal, does
this mean that the houses were constructed undéowkimeans, if
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yes, what does the Ministry intend to do to revehsesituation as a
matter of urgency?

3. Is the Minister aware that in line with tiestate Agent Actl12 of
1976, those agents who were employed by that Coynpame the
right of retention of all the properties which werenstructed by that
Company as compensation for their stolen labour?

4. The Local Government of Katima Mulilo was under astigation
during the whole of last year, 2015, for allegedrgpt practices. Can
the Minister avail the findings, if such investigeaits concluded to this
august House for the benefit of the Katima Mulgsidents?

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you.

QUESTION 23:

HON KAAPALA : | have another question. | give Notice that on
Thursday, the 2% of February 2016, | shall ask the Attorney-General
Honourable Sacky Shanghala the following.

Regarding the constitutionality of the discrimiatiof the former soldiers
(SWAFT/Koevoet) and families: Can the Attorney-@eal read the
following Articles in the Constitution of the Redid of Namibia as
reference in this matter, Articles 140, 141, 14a@ a44.

This group is continuously duped by their friend$ioware calling

themselves activists on their behalf, by tellingrththat the Republic of
South Africa will give them their pension. Thigarmation comes with
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the exchange of money as donations. This inclsdes Political Parties
who are looking for votes during the general etawi

My questions to Honourable Sacky Shanghala arelkasvks:

1. Does the Attorney-General know that this group @thgn active part
in the successful demobilisation thereof, with timplementation of
the negotiated settlement plan, which brought tiieependence of our
country?

2. Does the Attorney-General know that the very samemwas part of
the UN Resolution 4357

3. What is the reason for a country to have a Cortstiiy if not to
protect the interests of all Namibians?

4. Which of the Laws allows the Government of the ttayliscriminate
against this group in the country?

5. Do not you think we need to take a public opinioa Referendum on
this matter, instead of compromising the Constitutf this country?

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We move on. Next on my list is
Honourable Jahanika. You have the Floor.

QUESTION 24:

HON JAHANIKA : Honourable Speaker, | give Notice that on Thaysd
the 39 of March 2016, | shall ask the Honourable MinistétUrban and
Rural Development a question based on the impleatientof the
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Tradition Authority Actof 2005, and the Functions of the Regional
Governors.

The Honourable Minister has refused to recognise-tbveka Traditional
Authority in Epukiro, because there is already eogmised and gazetted
Traditional Authority in the name of Ovambanderaditional Authority.

The same Honourable Minister also refused to gazdtt OvaHerero
Traditional Authority’s Chief and his Councillore bperate in the whole
Omaheke Region, Otjozondjupa, Erongo, Kunene bylitimi&ing them to
Aminuis Constituency, which is their Head Officeytlthe same Minister
gazetted a number of other Traditional Authorities the same
Constituency.

In Otjinene Constituency, the Minister has recogdiand gazetted Chief
Gariseb and his Traditional Authority to operatéijinene Constituency,
which is according to the Minister under the juigsion of Maharero
Royal House.

Another scenario is that the Ovambanderu Traditiohathority has

recognised and gazetted Councillors in Opuwo, GBErmeeb, Otjinene,
Otjombinde and Aminuis, and the Maharero Royal olias recognised
and gazetted Councillors in Okakarara, Gam, Otgnéminuis and many
more areas.

In the Kunene Region, all the recognised and gedeffraditional
Authorities are in the Epupa Constituency.

Chief Kapika who used to be a DTA member, has aedplio be
recognised many years ago, but his application wased down many
times, | am now reliably informed that he is reasgd and gazetted after
he joined the Ruling Party and soon he will be gquaated as Chief in the
Epupa Constituency in March 2016.
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Recently, the Otjozondjupa Regional Governor refuse address a
meeting in Okandjira, in Omatako Constituency, lseaof the presence
of un-gazetted Traditional Leaders, which inclu@uef Kapuuo.

1.

Minister, why do | see political bias differencesthe implementation
of the Traditional Authority Actof 2005, when it comes to some
Traditional Authorities, especially those who da seem to support
the Ruling Party?

. Has the Ruling Party membership card become a aquirement for

a Traditional Authority to be recognised and ga¥t

Can the Minister tell this august House and thelipulvhere in the
Act is the Minister allowed to recognised and gezetore than one
Traditional Authority in one Constituency area aefused others in
another Constituency area?

Considering His Excellency Comrade Hage Geingobdstanof “No
Namibian must feel left out&dnd the way the Minister is handling the
issue at hand, does the Minister think that you sarpporting His
Excellency to get everybody included in the runnidtate affairs or
are you working against his effort of uniting Namaits in the
Namibian House?

Who is the Regional Governor of the unrecognisecdifional
Leaders in the Otjozondjupa Region and, especiallihe Omatako
Constituency?

Since the un-gazetted Traditional Leaders and theimbers are also
Namibians and residents of the Region concernedl,tla® Regional

Governor refused to attend to them, do not youkthins better to

advise the President to appoint a Regional Govemothe same
Region who will attend to the un-gazetted Tradi#iloheaders and
their members?

| so Move Honourable Speaker?
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We move on to the next item. Noti€e
Motions? | call upon the Minister of Finance.

NOTICE OF MOTIONS

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : Honourable Speaker, | give Notice
that on Thursday, the ?5February 2016, | shall Move that leave be
granted to introduce a Bill to appropriate amouwftsnoney to meet the
financial requirements of the State during the Rai@ Year ending 31
March 2017.

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Any Message from the Head of State?
Ministerial Statements? In this regard, | call mghe Minister of Home
Affairs and Immigration..

MINSTERIAL STATEMENT

HON MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND IMMIGRATION :
Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable Memlzershe 3¢ June
2015, | reported to this august House the outcofrencExtra Ordinary
Tripartite Meeting, which took place in Gaboronept®&vana, on the
Namibian Refugees living at Dukwe in the Republm\v#ana since 1998
and 1999. At the said Tripartite Meeting, the Mtar responsible for
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Refugee Affairs in Botswana, Honourable Shaw Khaitifiormed both
the UNHCR representatives and my delegation treaGibvernment of the
Republic of Botswana, had invoked the Cessatiomsglas of the 34of
December 2015, in respect of Namibian refugeesdiat Dukwe Refugee
Camp. The calling into motion of the CessationuS& means that the
status of refugees accorded to the Namibian Refugeehat country
would fall away on the 31st December, 2015.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, Namibia idemocratic
country, governed in accordance with the Rule of la& enshrined in the
Constitution and other Laws. Namibia is an operietgp where nationals
and visitors alike have the freedom to move frealgjtuation, which has
earned a good name the world over.

Honourable Speaker, the Republic of Botswana, & dewr Neighbour to

us, came to the realisation that whatever mightfbexked those Refugees
to take refuge in their country has definitely @hdo exist. As our

neighbours, they had convinced themselves that blams a peaceful

country with itself and also with its neighbour®ut of more than 3,000
Refugees who fled to Botswana, from the Zambeziidgtggince 1998,

over 2,100 to date had returned to the motherlaihdey live a normal

life, just like all other Namibians. This, in tleyes of the international
community, is proof enough that whatever had maded who fled, had
now fallen away, if at all it existed.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, from thpaftite Meeting
mentioned above, the Ministry of Home Affairs andniigration and
other stakeholder Ministries put arrangements ecel in readiness to
receive those Refugees who would voluntarily retusme before the due
date of the 3% of December 2015. The Government committed fuamits
materials for the resettlement of the retuningeits.

The UNHCR, on the other, hand undertook the respiibgs to sensitise
the Refugees to accept voluntary repatriation thecke, as they also see
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no reasons why the Namibians in Botswana shouldatotn home. They
equally committed resources.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, this aftern| rise to
inform this august House that, indeed the Goverriraéthe Republic of
Botswana invoked the Cessation Clause on tiieo8IDecember 2015.
However, on the eve of the invocation of the Cessatlause, about 732
Refugees lead by Mr Felix Ngakula, filed an Urgapplication seeking a
Restraining Order to stop the Botswana Governmem implementing
the Cessation Clause. The Application was supgosi¢h an Affidavit
by the Botswana Centre for Human Right known astivanelo and,
which also provided assistance by obtaining legalesentation for the

group.

In that supportive Affidavit, Ditshwanelo alleges ®llows: "There is a

concern that, once returned they will face prosiecutor alleged political

offences committed in Namibia prior to their flegito seek refuge in
1999.

The Centre further alleges thatthere are instances of persecutionOn
the 9" of December 2015, some of the Botswana Returnees found
guilty of treason, sedition and attempted murderd asentenced to
imprisonment.

It is, therefore, believed that it would be unsmiethe refugee status to be
removed before the applicants are fully informedired outcome of the
“GO AND SEE AND COME AND TELL” Mission of 2015.

Honourable Members, you may recall that Mr Felixakigla, the Refugee
who filed for the Restraining Order, is the sameakiga who joined the
delegation of some Refugees who came on the “GO AME AND
COME AND TELL” Mission that took place from the 2®f June to the
04" of July 2015, in the Zambezi Region. Mr Ngakula,particular,
behaved in such a disruptive way, advocating focessionism
everywhere the delegation went in that Region. Gbeernor of the
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Zambezi Region had no any other alternative, buttetoninate that
Mission. Mr Ngakula ostensibly joined the Missitsn Namibia for the
purpose of obstructing the Botswana Governments [ib invoke the
Cessation Clause.

The Urgent Application, so filed, was heard by ibestlennifer of the
Lobatse High Court on thé"4f January 2016, and the Judge ordered as
follows:

1. that the Botswana Government shall not deport géfedees;

2. that the Government of Botswana should provide Kamibian
Refugees with a copy of the Tripartite Commissiogp&t for the
“GO AND SEE AND COME AND TELL” Mission of July; and

3. that written reasons as to the Government’s detiglorevoke their
Refugee status in the country should be made daita the country
by the 26' of February, 2016.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the Suppdkffidavit filed
by Ditshwanelo, and their Press Release publishede Botswana Local
Newspapers dated 21 January 2016, cannot go uecgatl as it lacked
honesty and is devoid of any truth whatsoever.

They alleged among others that'there has been no evidence that the
environment in Namibia, politically and otherwis@, relation to the
applicants, has been adjusted.”

Namibia is a democratic country governed in termissaConstitution and
the Law. Cessanism is a crime in almost every tgunThose who
participated in this act of violence, would obvilyusstand to be
prosecuted. However, the majority of the 700 [Refugees in Botswana
comprises of young persons — | was there myselfhe left Namibia
either very young or were even born in Botswanahaidrime have such
innocent persons committed in order to stand trilltat is only a figment
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of imagination in the minds of Ditshwanelo and aafo Mr Ngakula may
know the crime he himself had committed beforeifigeéo Botswana and,
therefore, holding everybody else hostage for s sake.

Therefore, the utterances of Ditshwanelo is a tabion and deserve to be
thrown in the dustbin where it belongs.

Honourable Speaker, On the"26f February 216, this coming Friday, this
matter will be argued in the Lobatse High Courttibé Republic of
Botswana. However, | am once again reiterating whiéngness and
readiness of the Namibian Government to receiveNidmmibian Refugees
currently living in Botswana. Honourable Speakésnourable Members,

| thank you for your attention.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | call upon the Honourable
Minister of Environment and Tourism.

HON MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM : Thank you
very much, Honourable Speaker.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Membersyould like to thank you
profoundly for the opportunity to brief this augudbuse on the critical
outcomes for Namibia from the recently held®2Tonference of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework ConventinrClimate Change
as well as the 12 Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification.

Honourable Members, the historic Paris Agreemehichvunites all the

Nations of the world into a first-ever universagally binding global deal
to tackle climate change, was the key outcome@®tfi Conference of
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the Parties to the United Nations Framework Conganbn Climate
Change.

It is important to note that this legally bindingaty, which will enter into
force in 2020, comes with domestic obligations amgportunities for

Namibia. | would like to take this opportunityitdorm this august House
of the key elements of this Agreement, which | viasvbeing of critical

importance to Namibia’s future development.

The Paris Agreement is considered very positiveAfioican countries as
it:

() Signals a high level of ambition to reduce greeskeogas emissions
and the impact of climate change globally;

(i) Reflects a good balance between mitigation andtatiap; and

(i) Contains commitments from developed countries talesaup
financial support for climate change mitigation aadaptation
actions in developing countries.

The Agreement also contains clear signals to movthe end of fossil
fuels and to usher in a new era of development chame green
technologies. This will have a major impact on wWeey business is done
across the world and | believe, we are now poisedrfassive investment
into technologies linked to Renewable Energy; Snatde Transportation
Systems; Water Supply and Management; and Altemapproaches to
Waste Management. Each of these areas can mak@aaantribution to
Namibia’s national development.

As we are all aware, water is the basis of lifeearth and is essential for
economic growth, poverty eradication, good hedibh,sanitation and a
resource for maintaining life across the planet.

Honourable Members, according to our scientifiadhy 2020, that is, 4
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years from now, Windhoek which is the backbone lué tountry’s

economy is expected to face water scarcities. &éntChange, however,
will alter patterns of water availability and theedquency of droughts and
floods will increase. It is already evident, thmany communities are
facing severe drought, increased temperatures apcedictable rainfall

patterns. In order to address these issues ofa@inChange in the
Weather Sector, the Ministry of Environment and flsm, as the focal

point of this Rio Convention on Climate Changegcanjunction with the

Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry, hasopted the a list of
multiple actions to mitigate the effects.

Honourable Members, a 2°c increase in the averé&ggalgtemperature
above the pre-industrial level is scientificallygaeded as the limit of
safety, beyond which many of the effects of climatange — floods,
droughts, heat waves, sea level rise and moresatstorms are likely to
become much more dangerous, and these are thiagsvéhare seeing
nowadays. The Paris Agreement aims to hold thee@ase in global
average temperature well below 2°c and statesrtemtion to limit the
temperature increase to 1.5°c. This is a highlpitiaus attempt to curb
the catastrophic impacts expected from Global Wagmwhich is good
news for vulnerable countries such as Namibia dred $mall Island
Developing States.

The Paris Agreement adopts Nationally Determinednt@mutions
(NDCs) from all Member Countries — as the main gkds for identifying
national targets and priorities in mitigating andapting to Climate
Change. Namibia developed and submitted its firsginded Nationally
Determined Contributions (INDCs) to the United Mas Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 2015, weltime. This
document contains a commitment to reduce the cgarBreenhouse Gas
Emissions by 89% of the projected emissions by 208Qis involves a
range of strategic targets and actions to redudssens in Sectors such
as Energy through moving towards Renewable Enengy eeaner
transport; the adoption of Cleaner Technologiesdustrial production
and processes; a suite of actions in the Agriceltiorestry and Land Use
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Sector; as well as the recycling of municipal salidste and wastewater
sludge.

Under the Paris Agreement, Namibia must submit aCND@ the
Convention every 5 years and these NDCs are expéztee progressive
in ambition so that the global temperature reducgioals can be reached.

Honourable Members, adaptation to climate change dsitical priority
for Namibia. Therefore, it is highly significartiat the Paris Agreement
contains a global goal on Climate Change adaptati@nhance adaptive
capacity, strengthen resilience and reduce vulidgyalio Climate
Change. Greater international cooperation is eddled for, to strengthen
adaptation in developing countries, particularlyos vulnerable to
Climate Change. This will allow Namibia to mobdissupport for
strengthening the resilience of farmers and ruoahrounities to drought
events and for the construction of climate-prodfastructure.

Honourable Members, it is built into the Paris Agrent that developed
countries must continue to take the lead in mahdislimate finance for
mitigation and adaptation in developing countrids.is also recognised
that this finance should be scaled-up and devel@oeohtry parties are
required to report biennially on the amount of puliinancial resources
made available to developing countries. Otheri€agre also encouraged
to provide financial support to developing courdribut on a voluntary
basis.

| am pleased to also report to this august Houatttie Green Climate
Fund is now fully operational. The Green Climaien& is expected to
become the main global fund for Climate Changenfieaand US$100
billion is expected to flow through this Fund aniyady 2020. The

Environmental Investment Fund of Namibia has beetreglited to the
Green Climate Fund — there are only two counttiest is, Rwanda and
Namibia, out of the Institutions that are accretlitgth this Green Climate
Fund and we are busy preparing six project progoslaht will be

submitted to the Green Climate Fund later in 2016.
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Honourable Members, the Paris Agreement will omersignature on 73
of April 2016 in New York, and | strongly motivatbat we ratify this
agreement without delay.

Honourable Members, | would now like to turn yotteation towards the
outcomes from the 2Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). Th@onference
marked the end of Namibia’s Presidency of this @mtion and | am
pleased to report that our tenure as Presiderédes highly successful.

An important outcome of Namibia’s Presidency is itdusion of issues
of desertification, land degradation and droughtaagrget in the new
Post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) éwank. This was
strongly influenced by the Group of Friends on Dfeation, Land
Degradation and Drought, which was establishedhay Wnited Nation
Permanent Representatives of Namibia and Icelan2013, to lobby for
the inclusion of these issues within the Sustamdbévelopment Goals
(SDGs). COP12 decided to recognise the UNCCD as l#ad
organisation for desertification, land degradatémd drought and it was
directed to seek cooperation for the achievementhwf target of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). | am confitteat this decision
will help to mobilise greater resources for cowedrsuch as Namibia to
tackle critical problems we are facing, includingought and land
degradation.

Honourable Members, there is a new concept knowraad Degradation
Neutrality, which is also breathing life into thenited Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification. The achievement ofralldegradation neutral
world was first mentioned in the Rio+ 20 Summitamhe document and
relates to the need to set quantifiable targetstterprevention of land
degradation and the rehabilitation of degraded lghlabally. COP12

strengthened the momentum behind this concept by:

1. Adopting a broad definition of land degradation tnality which has
made the concept of global importance;
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2. Inviting all Country Parties to formulate voluntatgrgets for land
degradation neutrality; and

3. Committing the UNCCD Executive Secretary to invgstie the
establishment of financial mechanisms to suppatabhievement of
land degradation neutrality.

Honourable Members, | am pleased to inform you Mehibia is one of
the most advanced countries with regard to implemgrthe concept of
land degradation neutrality, having been one of cblintries to be
involved in a pilot project on this issue. We hammpleted Phase | of
this Project and now have targets in place for Nianito be land
degradation neutral by 2040. Phase Il of this datgj which will
implement on-the-ground interventions, commencegeibruary 2016.

Honourable Members, during UNCCD COP12, | had ol to chair a
Roundtable Session during the high level segment “Drought
adaptation: mainstreaming drought management polic national
agendas and mitigating the effects of drought.”

This was partly in recognition of Namibia’'s effoes COP11 President to
increase the role of the UNCCD in the mitigationrdobught. In addition
to the roundtable, a decision was adopted requesime UNCCD
Secretariat to continue improving partnerships diosy capacity
development for national drought preparedness pignrdrought early
warning, risk and vulnerability assessments, antheoed drought risk
mitigation.

Honourable Members, in line with this decision dhd outcomes from
the Roundtable Session, it is proposed that Namikith host an
International Conference in August 2016, focusinglte development of
a strategic framework to improve drought resiliemteéAfrica. It is no
longer acceptable for us to be caught unaware mugit events,
especially as these events are set to become emenfraquent under the
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Climate Change scenario. This Conference will I@iksolutions to
enhance our preparedness for drought events anid beil held in
partnership with a number of international partiganisations, including
the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertifoccaand the World
Meteorological Organisation.

Honourable Members, | would like to use this platiato highlight that
the first ever UNCCD Day was held during the COR1Windhoek in
2013. The University of Namibia was instrumental drganising this
event and was again closely involved in the orgdita and hosting of
the second UNCCD Gender Day at the COP12 in Tulkkstyyear, 2015.
The second UNCCD Gender Day was held under thegh€twomen’s
Empowerment for a Land Degradation Neutral Worlddnd delivered a
number of recommendations Policies Actions, Insthal Framework
and Capacity Building. It was decided that the d&srDay will continue
to be held alongside future United Nations Conwentio Combat
Desertification’s Conference of the Parties, whisfrves as a good
Namibian legacy for furthering the empowerment @imen on issues of
Sustainable Land Management. | would like to comandhe University
of Namibia for their efforts in this regard.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | wouldlylasvant to
reiterate at this platform that this Conventionpiarticularly, important for
Namibia. There is a wealth of experience and gmadtices out there in
areas such as, drought mitigation, climate smarticalture and
sustainable land management rangelands. It isairthat we continue to
adopt and apply these good practices so that we rednce our
vulnerability to desertification, land degradatemd drought over the long
period of time. | thank you for your humble atient

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Muharukua, $ wa
not sure whether you wanted to respond to an e&@tmtement or to this
particular Statement.
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HON MUHARUKUA : No, to an earlier Statement of the Minister of
Home Affairs and Immigration.

HON SPEAKER: Okay, go ahead.

HON MUHARUKUA : Honourable Speaker, | think by the time when
this shenanigans situation was happening in the @sgprivi, | was still at
school.

HON SPEAKER: The Zambezi Region.

HON MUHARUKUA : Yes, the Zambezi Region. | was still at school
and it is a situation that | had hope Namibia w#ver ever return to or
that will never ever come to Namibia again.

However, those that are calling for the secessiothat Region, in their
opinion they have a legitimate claim, | am not shed any light on it
because it is not my opinion, but the opinion ajsé involved — to the
extent that there has been calls for a Referen@dsiking or probing into
that question.

My question, perhaps just to seek clarity from lHmnourable Minister is;
what is the Government’s position on the call f&teferendum in the
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particular issue of the secession of the ZambegidR@ | am not saying
it should come, I am just asking for the Governrisemosition and
opinion on it.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. 1 think | will avail an opportunitp the
Minister, if she wishes to respond to that questlmrt in the meantime, |
just want to respond to the call by so many of wo are calling for a tea
break. Thank you. We have a tea break. Can wedzack at 16:00 and
let us be on time please? Thank you.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:30

HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:05

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We are doing well, are we not? ihkh
there was a question and as far as | can see, lfbrieuMuharukua is not
insisting, and the Honourable Minister is not inharry to rush into
answering that question. Can | move on to othémgth with your
permission? Thank you.

The Secretary will read the First Order of the Day.

COMMITTEE STAGE - RECONSIDERATION —
CIVIL AVIATION BILL [B.1 — 2015]
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SECRETARY: Reconsideration E€ivil Aviation Bill [B.1 — 2015]

HON SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Minister Move that the
Assembly now consider the Bill?

HON MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT : | so Move,
Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. The Assembly will now go into
Committee. Any objection? Agreed to.

| call upon the Chairperson of the Whole House Cdiam to take the
chair.

ASSEMBLY IN COMMITTEE

HON CHAIRPERSON OF THE WHOLE HOUSE COMMITTEE :
The Whole House Committee is called to order. Tlenmittee has to
consider theCivil Aviation Bill [B.1 — 2015].

| put Clause 19. Any discussion? Honourable Mmnis
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HON MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT : Thank you,
Honourable Chairperson of the Whole House Committee

Honourable Members of this august House, if yoavaline, | would like
to record my appreciation for the careful consideraof the National
Council of the critical important piece of legistat. The Report from the
National Council has been considered with regartrtmader legal and
constitutional implications and in terms of thedetechnical advice of the
legal drafters.

In this regard, | wish to put on record the follogipoints:
1. The Amendment seeks to address a question of couwfiiinterest.
However, this is already dealt with comprehensivelyection 19 of

the Bill.

2. The SADCModel Act yet to be finalised, quoted by the Council was
fully considered and analysed by the Governmerdlldgafters when

the Civil Aviation Bill was prepared. Section 19 was the end result of

this consideration.

3. The Provision proposed, goes well beyond the Piangscontained in
other Namibia Public Enterprises enabling legislati

4. The wording of the proposed Amendment, would wittspect
introduce some constitutional problems, which woatd their own
require major reconsideration of the Amendment&ection 19 of the
Civil Aviation Bill.

Honourable Chairperson, Honourable Members | apretbre, confident
and comfortable that the Bill, as originally refsdy by the House, to the
National Council, effectively addresses the reaBtma@oncerns of the
Council Members. Taking this matter into accoliaip not consider the
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proposed Amendments to be either necessary oabésir

Accordingly, | recommend to this august House thatBill as approved
by the National Assembly in November last year, deafirmed and
transmitted for ascent to the Head of State. Tlyak

HON CHAIRPERSON OF THE WHOLE HOUSE COMMITTEE :
Any further discussion? Any objection? Agreed tbshall report the
reconsidered Bill without Amendments. Sorry, wowyiou like to say
something?

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : It is hammered already, so it
is fine | agree.

HON CHAIRPERSON OF THE WHOLE HOUSE COMMITTEE :
Honourable Speaker, the Committee reconsideredivieé Aviation Bill
[B.1 — 2015], and report the Bill without any Amenents.

ASSEMBLY RESUMES

Bill as reconsidered, reported without Amendments.

252



23 February 2016 REGIONAL COUNCILS AMENDMENT BILL
HON SHANINGWA

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | must confess that the ICT System i
failing us — | am sitting there and can see you, lbaould not hear
anything. Even when you concluded, | was not sunere you were. |
hope our technicians will take note of that andifgthe situation.

Having considered the Amendment, the Assembly loasfinally passed
the Bill and, therefore, concluded the Businesthisfitem.

| shall now, in terms of Article 75(3), refer thdlBo the President to deal
with under Articles 56 and 64 of our Constitution.

The Secretary will read the Second Order of the. Day

REGIONAL COUNCILS AMENDMENT BILL [B.11 — 2015].

SECRETARY: Regional Councils Amendment BH.11 — 2015].

HON SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Minister Move that the
Assembly now consider the Bill?

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT :
Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. Honoarbf#@mbers of the
House, we would like to defer this item until fugthnotice — it will be
very soon. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We will then consider that matterewh
the time comes.
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The Secretary will read the Third Order of the Day.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES AMENDMENT BILL [B.12 — 2015]

SECRETARY: Local Authorities Amendment BjB.12 — 2015].

HON SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Minister Move that the
Assembly now consider the Bill?

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT :
Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. Honoarbf#mbers of the
august House, the same goes for this one — umtiiunotice and very
soon. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. The two items will be postponed lunti
further notice.

Notice of Motions, is where we are and | now cg@lbn Honourable Van
Den Heever to take the Floor on her Motion.

DEBATE ON AVENUES TO CURTAIL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
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HON VAN DEN HEEVER : Thank you, Honourable Speaker, | motivate
the Motion onPossible Avenues to Curtail the Upsurge in Domestic
Violence and Gender-Base Violence Cases in Namibia.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, betweenadar?014 and
January 2016, 10,142 cases of Gender-Base Violgace registered with
NAMPOL. These are only the reported cases and all documented,
the majority of Gender-Base Violence cases are exan formally

reported, as victims are too afraid and even astdamdo so. Therefore,
who knows how many more cases were there actually ow many

women and children continue to suffer in silence.

As a point of departure, | am aware that Gendee@agiolence also
affects men and there are also men who fall vidnsuch situations.
However, the amount of women and children affecesl significantly
more and that is why my focus is specifically orwhdomestic violence
affects women and children.

Having fallen into a cycle of being victims of thermth and compulsions
of a brutal society, it is high time that we, asNlaians, sought to restore
the dignity of our women. Namibian women and aigifd need to trust
that this society values them and respects thgmiti and humanity. This
in simple terms, is my motive and inspiration fabling this Motion
before this august Assembly today.

Aside from our own local Laws, Namibia is signatoty many
international instruments relating to the rightsvadmen and children.
However, given the low rate at which domestic vioke cases are
successfully prosecuted, it is evident that Lawen@ldo not serve as
sufficient deterrents. In any event, by the timdoanestic violence case
eventually reaches that stage, it may often bdatofor the victims as a
lot of emotional and physical abuse has alreadgrtgidace. Resolving
this ill that has split our society is not an etessk and | will be the first to
say that | do not have the perfect solution, howevieel that the duty
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falls on us as elected representatives of the pdopteek those solutions,
however impossible it may seem.

What is required is a comprehensive multiprongefdra@gch that will
involve the Namibian society as a whole, from Fased Organisation,
Non-Government Organisations, Gender and Human tRAgttivists,
Lawmakers, Law Enforcement Agencies, Cultural aretiifional Leaders
and all other stakeholders, to not only reformdkgion, but to begin the
process of reshaping our gender norms and promaspectful relations
between men and women. If family is the buildingck of any society,
then sadly, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Memlmenssociety is a
broken one.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, to illtestthis point about

how the gender norms in our society are directiyticouting to Gender-

Based Violence cases, | refer you to the recerglgased Namibian
Demographic Health Survey, the NDHS, which shoves #8% of women

between the ages of 15 and 49 believe that a hdsiay beat a wife if,

for example, she burns the food, neglects chiladnerefuses to have sex
with him.

The NDHS also indicates that 22% of men believé ghausband may
beat his wife for one of the above reasons, inagdf she leaves the
house without saying where she is going. Thesedgare worrying and
point to an inbred culture of acceptance of dornesuse, which perhaps
explains why all efforts so far have proven futildnterestingly and
encouragingly, however, the NDHS also reports théh increased
education and wealth, these numbers are significkwer.

This tells us that one of the solutions to endingealucing incidents of
Gender-Based Violence are Educational Programnmesdaat sensitising
our people on gender equality and the importanceegppecting another
person’s human dignity and Human Rights, and teenple worth and
value as a human being in a free Namibia.
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Honourable Speaker, since the upsurge in domegilence cases, the
Combating of Domestic Violence Agas passed and came into force in
2003. Various NGOs, like the Women Action for Dieygnent (WAD),
the Regain Trust and so forth have been activebaged in trying to
combat Gender-Based Violence. As noted from theHSOReport, the
frequency and tendency to commit Gender-Based Negleand the
likelihood to be a long term suffering, victims Gender-Based Violence
decreases with education and awareness. Thus titthadtaOutreach
Programmes remain a key mechanism in fighting déme®lence and |
would encourage that such existing Programmes becoane robust.

We have tried, and we will continue to try manyfeliént initiatives as a
country, and further have a National Prayer Dayvé&enment has taken
various initiatives, however, if we look at the moscent Police Report
just from the past weekend, it goes without sayihgt the problem
remains and has not really slowed down. Keepimgatove in mind, |
believe it is time that we try creative alternataygproaches to combating
Gender-Based Violence and domestic violence. dsdwmt make sense to
keep doing the same things and expect a diffee=uit.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, for thevabeasons, |
propose the following ideas as mechanisms to helfighting domestic
violence:

Firstly, one of the main reasons why victims of @éstic violence do not
report their abuses to Law Enforcement is becalmsy tare often

financially dependent on these people, do not hlaggesources to move
elsewhere and are afraid to end up on the stre€lss often creates a
situation where women and children are stuck ineem@nent cycle of

abuse.

To this end, | propose that Government directlydftime creation of safe

houses and safe havens in every Region that willsééovomen and
children who are at risk and would otherwise beddrto return to their
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abusers. This will not only prevent loss of libjt will also ensure that
more victim have the confidence to come forward eapbrt their abusers
knowing that they will not end up having to retumthe home of the
abuser.

In the majority of cases, by the time a victim ofekstic violence ends up
in hospital or worse dead, they would often havenba long standing
pattern of domestic abuse over many years. Howsebherstayed because
she did not have anywhere else to go — and | witkddo refer to the case
over this weekend in Rehoboth. Building and diyeftinding the upkeep
of safe houses across the country, will ensure tti@atvictims of abuse
have a way out of the cycle of abuse and this cpaténtially save many
lives.

Secondly, | believe it is important that we makeadsier for the victims of
abuse to report cases, as often, they are subjextadot of stigma and
shaming when they try reporting cases in persd?ote Offices.

I, therefore, propose the creation of an e-AlertBygtem, whereby a
hotline is created that enables victims to sendtedric alerts to Police
about abuse, both ongoing and past, a Special thait deals with
domestic violence. Response will then be dispattbehe scene to come
to the assistance of victims. This could opendber for children who
witness their parents being abused, to being abdgiickly and efficiently
alert the Police and secure help that way.

Thirdly, the last idea | have, relates to the prigation of a Law that
protects Whistle Blowers and provide mechanisms amdnues for
onlookers and passersby to confidentially and unauosly report
incidents of domestic abuse. It is widely knowattmany women who
suffer domestic abuse are so psychologically dachagéten blame
themselves for the abuse, and are thus, eitherllingvor unable to either
report these cases or follows through after tccise has been reported.

258



23 February 2016 AVENUES TO CURTAIL
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
HON DR MUSHELENGA

In the majority of cases, there are family memlsd neighbours who
are aware of the abuse and cannot only reportiitabtually testify to it,
but are afraid that relations with the victim woiel negatively affected if
they were to report, for example, their mother’yfiend to the Police. |
believe that creating an avenue where Whistle Bfewean report
incidents of domestic abuse unanimously and confidiy, which will
then be followed up by the relevant Law Enforcenfsgencies, will help
save many lives as one no longer only relies orbtteen down abused
victims to report abuses.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, thoseharéhtee ideas in
substance that | propose we look into in greatpttdand see how we can
find ways to decrease the rate of domestic violamgaes in Namibia as
three:-

1. Government building safe houses nationwide;

2. The creation of an e-Alerting System; and

3. Promulgating a Law that will address and enabl®akérs to report
domestic abuse cases.

| then also propose that this Motion be referretheoStanding Committee
on Gender Equality, Social Development and Famiffaifs for further
interrogation. | thank you, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Dr Mushelenga
you have the Floor.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

AND COOPERATION: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. |
rise to air my views and contribution to the Motiamroduced by
Honourable Van Den Heever on the issue of domestience.
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| will, however, in the process also speak aboumektic abuse in general,
because the problem is not only the question ofe$tin violence, but
also a broader spectrum of domestic abuses.

Honourable Speaker, the old Members should reball many similar
Motions have been introduced in this House. Perlapmust also revisit
what is it that we have done to those Motions? Wiappen to those
recommendations? Otherwise, we will time and ggaome to introduce
Motions, make good recommendations, then we go badquare one.
When these Committees bring up Reports here, tReperts are tabled
for consideration and they are discussed. They raferred to the
Ministries concerned — what is the status of tHesports from these from
these Committees? Perhaps we also need to basgupom that one.

Then talking in general, as | said, there are mlaysabuses and there are
psychological abuses. Physical abuses are morenoanto women who
are assaulted by men, tattered etcetera, whichlyreatmbolises
primitivity.

| recall when | was at high school, there was atwhen there was a
boycott at school. During those years, boycotteevaert of compulsory.

If you do not participate in a boycott — but thesrcular boycott was not
political, | must say. This was mainly just learsi@vho had a habit of
going and lay at the hostel and wait for lunchtiafier the second break.
The Principal came, locked them inside the hoseglistered all of their

names and told them to go home. Then a boycottoaksd because of
those who were sent home. Since the only leawbars were affected

were boys, the girls were not affected, they did participate in the

boycott and they went to class as usual. The bwrs went to beat these
girls up who were attending classes because thgtyhal want to be in

solidarity — these are also type of physical abuses

The then School Inspector who became the first Gmreof the Oshikoto
Region after Independence, Mr Namupala, had aisetadk about the
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issue of the physically assaulted women. He saiohething very
important that day. He told us that, when theyenmgrowing up, it was
unheard of to see boys beating up girls and metingeap women. He
said;aamwandje, omikalo dha tya ngaaka dho kudhengaadadna, no
maa pagani kadhimo. (Interjection) Translated this means such
behaviour is, even among the pagan community, udrefa What he was
trying to say is that, even the most primitive anmh-believers do not do
these things. You are supposed to be enlightdngd;ou are doing these
things. That is really a symbol of a sick society.

When we were growing up tending cattle, one thirggolsserved is that,
you will never see a bull fighting a cow, it wiligt fight another bull.
You will never see a male dog fighting a female ,dibgwill just fight
another male dog. Out of their consciousness, @sieven know that it
should not happen.

Then there is an issue of psychological abuse. Bhatore common to
men and children. As a student of sociology, Ired that there is
something calledcapegoatingf children. When parents fight their war
there, the victims are children. If a man hasasswith his wife, the
children would be beaten up — it is true. | evemw of Honourable
Members in this House who told memy father used to beat me just
because of this(Interjection) | have heard Members in this House saying
it. That is a psychological problem whereby chaldbecome victims.

| also want us to calipade a spadeln most cases, when a woman moves
with the children in a marriage with a different mat is really in rare
cases where you will find the husband having issugis stepchildren.
However, when a man marries a woman and have ehilhom other
women — and let us callspade a spaddyecause you said we are talking
about domestic abuses — in most cases, women kauesi with their
stepchildren. Sometimes it escalates and beconmesbdéem between a
man and a woman. We should, therefore, addresse ttiengs in a
broader perspective.

261



23 February 2016 AVENUES TO CURTAIL
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
HON DR MUSHELENGA

These things of domestic violen@rterjection)

HON MEMBER : What are your solutions?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AND COOPERATION : 1 first need to lecture you on sociology befbre
provide solutions, so that we do not repeat thealainsolutions every
year. Now listen to the lecture, do not just sajutions,| will come to
that.

Let us not just look at the physical effects of @stit violence, it also has
economic effects. If you can count the number ebpte that are
hospitalised as a result of domestic violence, iarafjine the medication
that goes into these people, imagine those thatdnmat be able to go to
work because of that, the hours and time lost hmsngpact on the
economy.

She mentioned that people are not always freepmrrelomestic violence.
It is true, because sometimes relatives are alddatoe in these things —
No, no, go back you are not the only one sufferiligs true. You cannot

leave because this happened to you one time, yowatr the only one.
We grew up like this. This is a societal probleirherefore, next time, a
person will really feel uncomfortable to go andadghese things.

Some of these domestic abuses are also causedabye® who interfere
in the marriages of their relatives — not the ptgfsibut the psychological
one. In our culture, when a man dies, the caueisvife who bewitched
the man, but when the wife dies, it is fine, shst jdied. What type of
perception is this? The wife is left traumatised.
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When a man and a woman are married and have thepery, the
relatives of the man should come from the clannef/éhe woman is the
one working and earning bread — they should coreeetlget this- she
does not like our clar it is always the woman who does not apparently
like the man’s clan. Even when she is the bread&rinshe would be
threatened, she would be squeezed psychologicglgople poking their
noses in the marriage. This is also one of thélpros we must address
as a society.

| agree with the new recommendations to have hestlimhere people can
report some of these things, but | do not also whatabuse of these
systems, whereby you provoke someone — your spaeifiegr your
husband or your wife because you want to fix hinher. We must also
be careful about some of these things. Or whetergaliciously report
abuses that are not really true — we must alsodgagainst this. However,
it is a good thing to have a reporting system tatgut Whistle Blowers,
but we should also have a mechanism in place. Wiiathappen to
Whistle Blowers who maliciously report things ttzae not true? Let us
think about this as well. They too need to be asskd.

Honourable Speaker, | said, let us go back and &ekhere we were with
those recommendations, what has been done sodanam best we can
improve on this.

With these few words, | support the sentiments esged by the
Honourable Members and | put my case to restarnktyou.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | call upon Honourable Hoffman.

263



23 February 2016 AVENUES TO CURTAIL
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
HON HOFFMANN / HON NUJOMA

HON HOFEMAN : Thank you, Honourable Speaker, | thought thaill
be the last one, because | wanted to ask the iadoégof this House to
postpone the Debate to next week Tuesday, Tref March 2016, so that
| am ready to contribute.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | have a long list. Let me exhahbstlist
and then we can postpone the Debate to some ather but for now |
want to exhaust the list before me. Thank yous, ¥Yonourable Nujoma.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Thank you, Comrade
Speaker. | would also like to add my voice to thesy important Motion
that was introduced by Honourable Van Den Heever.

| was listening carefully, and | think the Govermmef the Republic of
Namibia has ratified almost all Conventions dealwgh this issue,
starting from the Beijing Conference where we pgtted in the
Ratification of the Convention of the Eliminationf @&ll forms of

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW); Ratificatiohthe Convention
on the Rights of a Child, the passing of so mamgslations; and, of
course, the domestication of tBembating of Domestic Violence Atas

passed.

| remember | was the Chairperson of the Law Refosmch was set up
through Honourable Dr Kawana. It was introducedehe | cannot
remember (interjections)in 2003. | think from a legal point of view
everything was done. | remember the previous yeder the leadership
of His Excellency, President Pohamba, we ran oudeds and we called a
Prayer Conference where all denominations, FaitseBaOrganisations,
NGOs, and everybody including Muslims, came togethgray. | do not
know what was the result of that. Those are despeneasures when you
run out of ideas.
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HON SPEAKER: Honourable Maamberua on a Point of Order.

HON MAAMBERUA : If the Minister can just allow me to ask a small
guestion, please?

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : You are welcome.

HON MAAMBERUA : Thank you. 1 think the statement that the bgjge
Former Liberation Movement, in terms of numberss hen out on ideas
of how to address an issue despite the fact thahelresources through
the Budget have been availed to Government — ardrgplying that it is
the Ruling Party that has run out of ideas or thevé&Bnment of the
Republic of Namibia?

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : The answer is that society has
run out of ideas — including yourself. You havemdere, what did you
propose? Why did you not introduce a SWANU Whig@& on domestic
violence? You have been here for the past tersye@he answer here is
society, and that brings me to the next question.

We called in the Faith-Based Organisation and wee Hagislations in
place. Therefore, perhaps the problem is the sysikether it is a mixed
economy or a capitalist society, or a mixture ofhbolt is probably the
system that somehow generates inequality betweename women. We
should go a little deeper to find the problem. tJesently a so-called
Pastor named Bushiri jetted in, in a Lear Jet tme&@nd solve apparent
problems. | know some Namibians, but | do not krokWonourable
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Venaani was also in Nigeria or Malawi to solve appaproblems. These
are desperate measures because we are runninfideas.

Some people want to win elections. You may eventeem flying to —
what is the guy in Nigeria?

HON MEMBER : TB Joshua.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Yes, Pastor TB Joshua —
while they were there, the Church was collapsind f@ could not prevent
the Church from falling on top of the peoplaughter) There is also the
issue of Boko Haram — why can Pastor Joshua neeptéBoko Haram
from attacking the people? There is war in Nigeria

When society runs out of ideas the Bushiris wilneoto us. Honourable
Venaani, | do not think Honourable Maamberua hasceseded in
attracting such a crow@aughter) It is a lifetime wish of Honourable
Maamberua, Venaani, but Bushiri manages it in a. wayill end up there
before | go further. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | wonder what the Mover of the Matio
thinks about Reverends, Bishops etcetéhaterjections) No, no, | should
not get to that. All | should say is that | thinle have been given the way
forward of the Motion for a brief reflection, butyaother additional ideas
will be submitted to the appropriate Committee.

Please do not spend too much time in trying toctefor ideas. We have
enough time allocated for this Motion already. wiil be thoroughly
investigated and brought back to the House. Wi kcall upon
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Honourable Charles Namoloh.

HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY : Thank you very

much, Comrade Speaker. The Mover of the Motiontraerad something

about the involvement of Police and forwarded ideashow this crime

should be reported. There are quite a numbernekliand channels at
Police Stations where people can report. Therehatdines as well as
emergency lines. There is also one important amich has been
introduced — the neighbourhood watch groups.

They are quite very effective women and men insthaety. |, therefore,

want to request people to join these neighbourhwaith groups in their

areas. We are working on e-Reporting, but when adgress

communities, some of our people do not listen &s¢hthings until they
are attacked. Emergency numbers are providedpdmle do not listen
or they do not make use of them. Like Comrade Majsaid, there was a
time when the country ran out of ideas and cal@dpiayers. Do you

think everyone went to the Prayer Conference? Thdynot go there,

instead they went to tHembashus

They do not listen and do not pay attention totladise things until the
monster comes to swallow them up. When this Motgoes to
Committees you should be able to count on the Paticsee the systems
they have in place. You can ask them to give ybtha information you
need. | think then we can be able to enrich tiReperting System.

We also have the Woman and Child Protection Ufiihere are quite a
number of systems in place, but they are not futlijsed. | thank you,
Honourable Speaker.

267



23 February 2016 AVENUES TO CURTAIL
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
HON DR KAWANA

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Next on my list is Hondalea
Dr Kawana please.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE : Thank you very much, Honourable
Speaker. | rise to commend the Honourable Memberbfinging this
very important Motion to the House.

As the person responsible for the administrationthe Combating of
Domestic Violence Acivhich was passed in this House way back in 2003,
| really commend her. | join other Colleagues Wiawe said we have put

a Law in place, but the situation is getting ouhahd.

Comrade Speaker, yesterday as | was going throogie :iewspapers, |
was really shocked, and | invite the Honourable Mera to read the
newspapers, the printed media of yesterday to dndwhat happened
during the weekend from Friday to Sunday. You W&l shocked at the
number of murder cases involving women and childesmd people who
are hospitalised because of domestic violencen nal know what we can
do.

Some Honourable Members, starting with Honourableisidlenga
alluded to some causes. | want to join him to tadthat list. Some have
alluded to behavioural factors, but | divert fronat angle. | want to take
another angle and that is witchcraft and witchdectoThis is one of the
causes. Let me use the example of SWANU. | dowmait to be
personal. | am referring to the Political Partygt o Honourable
Maamberua, SWANU. At every election they survive & thread
(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.
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HON MAAMBERUA : On a Point of Information. All Political Parse
that are represented in this House did not come hgrchance. They
have come here on the basis of the provisionseEtbctoral Actthat is

predicated on the Constitution of the Republic ahitibia to which we all
have made an oath and sworn. SWANU did not sureieetions by a
thread.

We came here legitimately and given the performarfic@WANU in the
National Assembly and on the political arena in Naap SWANU has
proven itself to be the vanguard Party in Namilpafitics, and it is the
Party that Namibians find to be the transmissidhddeheir aspirations.

Therefore, there is no need from the Comrade forAtarney-General
and Minister of Justice to want to pretend to deatg and belittle the
contributions of SWANU either of now or yester ygail hank you.

HON SPEAKER: | am requesting the Honourable Members that this
topic is very serious. | am not partaking in thecdssions, but | just want
to request you humbly to concentrate on the Motion.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE : Honourable Speaker, | am
concentrating on the Motion and | am giving an epl@nmon why there
domestic violence from an angle of witchcraft.m aure family members
of the Honourable Member or Party, which survivad @ thread are
looking at the Leader and saye is a witch, why is it only him every time,
and if a family member passes on, they would #aig, this witch. And
domestic violence would start from there. In aeothsituation
(intervention)
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HON MAAMBERUA : May | request the Honourable Member with all
the necessary dignity to withdraw his comparisonwoefchcraft and
SWANU - as you know we are a Political Party basadthe Marxist
Leninist Ideology. We are a Party believing inesdific socialism; a
Party that ensures that the primary interventionoider to transform
Namibia is to address the material conditions of people under the
(interjection) Of course, as society was a classless of society.

| do not know where the issues of witchcraft hag @levance to such a
progressive and as | said, a vanguard Party in biampolitics.

Perhaps that could be only relevant to a PolifRaty that used to have an
ideology like the SWAPO Party and in the midstreézas abandoned that
ideology, and has now become a capitalist philogophhat is why we
are struggling to find ourselves, to have to adslissues of poverty 26
years after Independence and it has just beenrozedithat they have lost
that ideology(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Member, thank you very much. | think
this is the most unfortunate deviation from thel rebject matter. |
would like to appeal to the House — | am speakiag dather and as a
grandfather, when we deal with Gender-Based Videtiis is a very
important subject for us to leave all the othengisi and concentrate on
that, and to make a specific recommendation, becaysdoing so, we
wish to send a message out there.

What message are we sending out to the people arng aut this kind of
crime, if they listen to this? Can we come backhi® subject for now?
Honourable Dr Kawana, please take out that refereiac witchcraft
because it might simply be misplaced.
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HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE : Comrade Speaker, | was born in a
rural area where these things are very fundamentaill withdraw the
reference to the SWANU Party, but | was not repysonal.

Comrade Speaker, you are one of our Leaders frené@s. You were in
some of those African countries and you saw whatpbaed — even
during elections politicians, including Ministergould end up in informal
settlements to consult witchdoctors. | am talkaiput the reality. Let
me move on. | am sure that may be some in thisselotho might have
visited those places, | do not knogLaughter)

Comrade Speaker, in those rural areas, if you aweceessful farmer, as |
heard that you are a farmer yourself, and you arg successful, they will
sayit is because witchcraftThat is the reality. If somebody dies in your
family they will say it is because you went to faem of the Honourable
Speaker — it is the reality. They will hate yowahey will hate your
children. It will become a source of domestic gide within the family.

If you are a successful businessman or businesspdet me perhaps put
it that way, nobody must die in your family. Thebk&ngs are happening.
It becomes a complete conflict within the familidonourable Speaker, |
am talking about the reality, which happens, paldidy in the rural areas.

My message here is — how do we assist in orderdtiyess domestic

violence? These are the issues that we need kte ter say there is no
such a thing as witchcraft for you to be a suceggsilitician, there is no

such a thing as witchcraft for you to be a suceg$afmer and there is no
such a thing as witchcraft for you to be a sucegdmisinessperson. That
IS my message, Honourable Speaker, in context.

The other issue — you may recall that | presentatisscs here about
paternity tests, which shocked the Nation, wherefyad that 40% of men
who were said to be biological fathers of childtem out not to be. |
think time has come to zero in on all these. lteisactly what the
Honourable Speaker is saying. Let us addressraedagate some of
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these things. They might be embarrassing, butusetaddress them,
because if we do not, domestic violence will nad.eiComrade Speaker,
once again, | commend the Mover of this Motiorthank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Next is the Honourable
Attorney-General.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Mr Speaker, thank you for the
opportunity. | will try to be very brief.

| would like to thank the Honourable Van Den Heefara very good
Motion and the recommendations are a good idesatb addressing part
of the problem. | share the concerns raised bethie you may have
genuine complaints, but you may also have oppatiencomplaints. |
think we need to find how we can manoeuvre in-betwe¢his very
difficult titte when the Committee deals with that.

| would also like to say that as it has been ingideéhere, many a times
you find that when we cannot find a solution weorée$o request that the
Legislation be put in place. This is the evideticat Laws are not a
panacea to the problems. These problems resoevgoene between our
hearts and our emotions, which we can either cboir@annot control.

There is a generation or shift away from the typesducation that our
parents received, we received and that which weiaen to our children

and some of it is the cause.

We outsource the education of our children to th&te$ because the
Constitution says education would be free. Weallgt abdicate our
responsibility in all education, including the commdecency education
to tell young people to listen to the elderly; amldile being a queue to
know that if there is a pregnant woman or an gpéeson, you allow them
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to pass through. Once you have that lacking asuadation — what do
you do as you grow up? You continue perpetuatmag &nd you put it in
your children. Children are now making childrerwaglays — very young
people and when they make children at a very ycagg emotionally,
they cannot deal with the fact that they are paterithese children will
look for emotional guidance given to them — unfodiely that confusion,
which breathes itself into a character and an aniha will bash. Our
mothers must also help us sometirfiegervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND IMMIGRATION
Honourable Speaker, | am sorry to interrupt to rop hile addressing a
very important issue.

| have been asking the same question for somertownein this House and

| want somebody to tell me, maybe Honourable Shalagtvill tell me.
When we gained Independence in the 90s, there wesu@ of youngsters
known asstreet kids the majority of them were boys. Dr Libertine
Amathila set up a soup kitchen around the KalaBands Hotel. What
happened to this group? Where are they?

HON SPEAKER: We do have an answer to that.

HON MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND IMMIGRATION : |
would like to hear.
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HON SPEAKER: | think the majority of them graduated in teriois
upward mobility, opportunities and self-discoverionestly speaking, it
was a worthwhile exercise, but for some reasonritiative ended. | do
not know why we did not continue, because theressliekids roaming
the streets of Windhoek and other towns. Perhapseed to encourage
and find an Institution that can carry out a propealuation so that we
can be properly informed.

Therefore, your question is extremely valid and stinimg ought to be
done to compliment or add to what | am saying nbut, | have come
across some people who went through that experiendevho are today
having jobs. Yes, Honourable Attorney-General.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Mr Speaker, | think he question of the
Honourable Minister of Home Affairs goes a littl¢ tleeper and | want to
elaborate on it a little bit, because it touches tgeneration that is today
perpetrating these acts of domestic violence upgenaration tomorrow.

In 1990, a two up to a six-year old child of a —atvive used to call back
in the day where | grew upJakakunyawalking around with the pride of
brutality on their shoulders and the blood of oapple on their hands —
that is what was inculcated into them — we areebdttan them. Where
are they today? How do they manifest their ematfiomanagement?
How do they manifest their sexual relationship loeit male to male
human relations? These are the issues. Yesterdatistics were given
to us at the Train the Trainer Workshop, which wpened by the Right
Honourable Dr Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, wherepjeean the
Criminal Justice System are going to be trainedhow to deal with
vulnerable witnesses in domestic violence cases.

From UNICEF statistics, in 2015, 300 children weexually violated
within the first six months. 99.99% of these vtols must be men. | am
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asking myself; what type of Namibian men are we?hyVdre we so
angry? (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON MUHARUKUA : With the permission of the Honourable Member,
| would like to pose a question to him.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Yes, please.

HON MUHARUKUA : Is the Honourable Member insinuating that
domestic violence is being perpetrated by the sworthe children of the
Makakunyasas you are referring to them? | just want tosgehe clarity.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : What | am trying to say is that, as a
section of our population, we have to look at thieerent balance from
which we come from that informs where we are. iistcan be caught in
a victim syndrome.

While | was working as a researcher at UNAM attihee, a woman at a
village near Oshigambo told us that she needs irdydnd to beat me now
and then. We were shocked and we askedwigy? She saidif he hits
me, at least, he would come back showing love &edteon and now |
miss that because he is old noW.e were stupefied.
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Sometimes it is just some of the understandingswiieahave engraved in
ourselves as being normal, which is not norngaitervention)

HON SPEAKER: Another Point of Order.

HON VENAANI : | am sorry to disturb your very good analysigf b
want to ask you a question.

HON SPEAKER: Please go ahead.

HON VENAANI : Honourable Shanghala, you are doing very weit, b
do you not think that the Leaders and society inegal have never
addressed the genesis of man/woman relationstap isfrican culture. |
think Honourable Mushelenga wanted to touch on bitathen he went
astray.

For example, what was the general perception oéa towards a woman
in our own African culture, 50 years agd@iterjection)

HON MEMBER : You were not even born then.

HON VENAANI : Yes, we were not born y@ughter) Just very brief,
in my culture, hundred years ago, roughly seveetry before the
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Genocide, a woman was never buried in a normal wmne A woman
would never buried in a cemetery. She would béeldunehind an anthill.
It was the culture. Let us come to the contempocatture of the Arabic
States and address that relationship so that weaaie to the causes of
this problem.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Thank you very much. | think you are
touching on a very important issue. One of theiassthat definitely
contributes is the inarticulate premise of how werevbrought up and
socialise into our thinking. It could be from tkelonial past that we
come from, undeniably, and the cultural precemmfivhich we form our
positions of thoughts, but also the other sociabsawe engender with
one another as we form a unified society. For gtanwhat is happening
to the good part of our culture when we moderniste such a fast pace
that we are modernising? It was only less than y&#ys ago when we
first started reading and writing in my communitydamoving from the
loin cloth to wearing a suit today. That acceledatievelopment and the
negation of our culture in the face of that devaeiept has brought us to a
situation where, sometimes, in our evolution of Wey we do things, we
are missing some of the very important ground wadrikiculcating a sense
of identity of individuals.

| think this to be true, because when you aregk@ample, told about some
things that were bad or that was happening 50 yagos but there were
surely very good things we could have taken and missed the
opportunity. However, this Pepsi culture, the iRdcculture and the
information which is being flooded upon people amidren within our
society, | think it is giving us difficulty in finkhg our moral compass.

Therefore, what | wanted to suggest to the Motwanich | think, as | said

is a very good Motion, is that maybe we ought smaty, and — hopefully
as we discuss with the Committee — to see if we lilnne enough from a
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soft element. | used to say this about our sorighen we see something
broken we quickly take a brick and mortar, and weatf It is definitely
the nature of the Party that | represent, becdugmiiwere evolving from
a Guerrilla Movement, you fell ill, you were shgpu were fixed, but
were there Social Workers, are there people towghlour psychic? Can
we maybe have enough of these Social Workers aioggh We can then
pick up where those domestic violence issues amgngpfrom. Do we
have enough Social Workers, at all, at the Couptsiticularly the
Magistrates’ Court to deal with maintenance issuksnestic violence
issues, and even the wellbeing of the workers withe Criminal Justice
System? Those people prosecute everyudgrvention)

HON SPEAKER: A Point of Order.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Comrade Speaker, through
you, on a Point of Order to the Attorney-General.

| have noticed that we are now interrogating thesea of domestic
violence and | want to go back to my upbringinghe OId Location, in
Windhoek, where | was born. | recall during thate that black people
were not allowed to consume alcohol.

These cases of Gender-Based Violence were nongoare and rife then.
There was mutual respect. Is it because alcohslbaaned? When | was
growing up, people used to meet at what we callethérs. They will
gather at a house where there is a difficulty amdppe will drink
something made locally, because there was no dlcoReople used to
drink Ginger andros
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HON SPEAKER: Honourable Nujoma, they used to consume alcohol
that people used to buy illegally.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Yes, something called
Ozonguindi

HON SPEAKER: Wine, sometimes beer.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Yes. Gender-Based Violence
was also very minimal then. We grew up, we wetd ixile and | can
testify that it was none existent there. That wdie | must tell you. It
was just clear that one could not commit GenderBagolence. It was
just not there. It did not exist. It would notigx | just want us to reflect
a little bit. Then we started the liberation wgamst Apartheid — that evil
system, that cancer!

When we were coming back to confront this enemyreadised that there
were Shebeensall over the country, which were created delibayat
They started in the north where we waged the wdrraw they are in
every house all over Namibia. Those are some ettHuses. When we
say those who are defending Apartheid are defendisgstem that was
criminalised by the international community, andidbt by the Utoni’'s
and the other generations in order to eliminaté tlaacer, but now we
have to compensate people who were supportingsyissm(laughter) It
boggles my mind. But thank you.
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HON SPEAKER: Honourable Nujoma, | am still waiting to heaeth
guestion(Laughter)

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Comrade Speaker, Honourable
Nujoma has taken me to my last recommendation, lwiscthat: the
Committee must consider a quota-based systemstlyfilet us put the
sunsetClause to all the liquor licences in the countrythere is an
oversupply of Cuca Shops per population ratio. , Yesderstand that you
are selling in order to send your child to schdaait this child is growing
up in an environment where this drinking is nowmat. This liquor is
consumable on a daily basis.

Mr Speaker, | think, when the Committee engagesnthéer, it should

look into liquor licensing and gambling, particijain our towns, they

should maken loco inspections to find out. They must also carry aut
numerical count; for instance, in a street of smynhouseholds, how
many Cuca Shops are there? Evelyn street is thersand Gomorrah of
our lifetime — from the beginning to the end — dhdre are houses just
there. | wonder what we are doing in the sociajimeering of these

children and people who are exposed to this typdestyle.

Honourable Speaker, as | end, | would like to, ooty thank the

Honourable Van Den Heever, but | would like posehallenge to her,
that if you, particularly touch on the last itenath made mention of, the
issue of liquor licence and gambling machines, ywill become

unpopular, but | have the following words for you:

| think we owe ourselves the honest truth, andd Has before when we
were dealing with a discussion on race and tribalisWe are the ones,
particularly those who previously suffered from ighcdiscrimination
Laws, in other words black people — we are the avias are to lose the
most if we do not focus ourselves to doing thetriping. It was distorted
by those who intended to distort it, but | keepiisgyt again with
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conviction that if we can challenge these Cuca Shwpers — yes, they
support us politically, they will support you, theyll support me as the
Party, to go and campaign, but this is not busingss poison. This is
Sodom and Gomorrah. Let us bring it to an endootrol it. | thank you,

Mr Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Let us move on. Time is not on side.
| call upon Honourable Shilunga, please.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY : Honourable
Speaker, Honourable Members, | want to thank theddmble Member
for the important Motion that she has brought tis tHouse and | also
want to make my contribution.

It is true that our culture and tradition has atsmtributed to Gender-
Based Violence in a way and | would also want teeagvith Honourable
Peya on the types of Gender-Base Violence. Yeshae physical
violence, like beating and kicking and we have psjyogical and
emotional violence where you will not find any begs. In such cases,
there are no wasting of resources, but no one iggeéte other in the
same house. The two partners are not greeting @hen. There is no
intimacy in the house and that already constitatggoblem. They are
sleeping in separate rooms, some start sleepingideutheir homes,
having extra-marital affairs. You are not beingte&, and when you go
to somebody and complain, some people will not wstdad you,
especially the elders, they will just tell yowan you stay in your house,
why do you worry with a man who is going aroundvdro is going
outside the housedust be in your house and wait for him to come back
whenever he wantThis is violence in its own right.
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Then we have economic violence, where resourcebers brought in

the house and are abused. An example of resobeteg abused is when
money is being used on alcohol when there is nd foceat in the house
or sometimes you do not, as a woman or a man, baveol over your

own money. The money is being controlled by sordgleise. For you,

it is just to get your salary and put it on theléaback home, and then
somebody else, either your husband or your pahasrfull control over

that money(interjection)

HON MEMBER : or your wife!

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY : Yes, or your
wife.

HON SPEAKER: You mean either way, it is not a one sided tRing

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY : Yes, itis not
one sided, but the majority of them are women.

| have seen a case in Okahao or Ongandjera, whiesecher was getting
her salary, but she did not have any control ovat $alary - the Autobank
Card was with the husbarfititerjections)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, please just continue.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY : One thing
that | also want us to be aware of is that theamotf an apple does not
fall far from the treejs also working. Some of us are Leaders, we are
Honourable Members of this House, but we are aéspairators when it
comes to violence. Some of the Community Leaderthey can be
Governors, they can be teachers, they can be tespbeembers of their
respective communities, but back home they aregdalhthis things that
we are talking about.

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND IMMIGRATION : On

a Point of Order Comrade Speaker, the Honourablenihde, Comrade
Shilunga, is making a good point that reminded rheamething that |
just thought | should put in quickly before sheqaeds.

You know, in my culture, a family affair is suppds& be dealt with
secretively and confidentially. Even when you gekryou must quarrel
quietly and Comrade Speaker, that also has antatiat some of us,
despite our positions can afford to do things inlmames knowing just so
well that our partners will not say anything. kfuhought | should add
this.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Member, please
continue. | am watching the clock.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY : Thank you
very much Honourable Ithana. Let me continue.

| also understand when an Honourable Member mad®ndribution
saying that there was no violence in the past., ¥es certain extend it
was not there, but there were also some measuaesht families put in
place to avoid that. | think for those who comenirmy tradition, we
know that you could marry your cousin — is it yaausin or nephew, if
you are from a woman and the other one is from a +gou will be able
to marry each other. If anything happens betwdese two, because
traditionally, they are a brother and sister, thisr@o way that you will
beat your brother or your sister. It was also oreasure, because they
will bring you together and bring an end to it.

On the recommendations, | would want to recommérad we need to
create a friendly environment for our victims, esply at the first point
of contact. That is now either the Woman and CRitdtection Unit or
maybe at the Police Station. If there is no Woraed Child Protection
Unit in your area and you go to the Police Statemmetimes a victim go
there, followed by the perpetrator. At the Polis&tion, you are just
asked what is your problem in front of everybody. There are no private
rooms where you can be asked, for you to bring ysaue on the table. If
the perpetrator is behind me, | am obviously, ramhg to say anything —
and the environment is not friendly. Those Polifécers at the Station
are always aggressive — askimgiat is your problem, what has happened,
and all that. Then the other poin{iistervention)

HON SPEAKER: Can I? Because of the time — | do not wantushr
you at all. I think | would rather stop here. ave more names on the list
and we can continue without rushing anything tomerr This is a very
important subject and | think we can only do justio your statements.
You will be the first person to start when we camyéomorrow. Can we
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do that? Thank you very much.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY : Yes. Thank
you.

HON SPEAKER: On that point, may | ask the Right Dr Honourable
Prime Minister to adjourn the House?

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : Honourable Speaker, | propose that the
House adjourns until tomorrow, at 14:30.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. The House stands adjoutih un
tomorrow, the usual time.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:50 UNTIL 2016.02.24 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirnmatio

ANNOUNCEMENT

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Members, today | have been informed
that the Republican Party — not the one in the ddhiStates — has
nominated Honourable //Gowases to serve on the-Radiamentary
Union (IPU) Grouping.

| now declare the Honourable /Gowases duly appdinib the said
Parliamentary Grouping.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Noticeuektipns? 1 call
upon the Honourable Kavekotora.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS
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QUESTION 25:

HON KAVEKOTORA : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Members, | give Notice that on Thursdhg, 3¢ of March
2016, | shall ask the Minister of Higher Educatiohraining and
Innovation, Honourable Itah Kandjii-Murangi, thelléaving questions
relating to our students currently studying in Comyazzaville.

It was reportedinterjections)

HON SPEAKER: No, allow him.

HON KAVEKOTORA : It was reported in printed media that the
situation in that country is not conducive andame instances risky.

1. How many Namibian students are currently studyimg Gongo
Brazzaville?

2. How many of the original students came back andavhy

3. Is it true that monthly allowances due to thesedet#s from the
Government are not forthcoming and if in the affitme, why?

4. How many of the students in Congo Brazzaville weantome back
home and what is the Ministry doing to facilitabeir safe return?

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Next is Honourable Venaani
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ORAL QUESTION

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, | wish to ask an Oral Qaedb
the Honourable Minister of Urban and Rural Develepin

HON SPEAKER: I did not get the name?

HON VENAANI : Honourable Shaningwa Sophia, my Dear Mother and
beautiful Sister.

HON SPEAKER: Do proceed, please.

HON VENAANI : This is quite a very important question thatdnivto
ask.

| am reading that, because of the delimitation efvnConstituencies
across the countrfinterjections)wait | do not want to speak through you,
let me speak through my mind — you are confusing -m#at were
demarcated, especially in the Ongenga ConstitugheyCouncillor there
was reported saying that he is working from his caouncillors at Otuani
in the Opuwo Rural Constituency do not have offide® to this new
demarcation. The questions are as follows:

Why is the Ministry not using containers?Interjections) There are

containers here in Windhoek at Container World thatcan temporarily
use in these areaglnterjection) The Councillor was in the newspaper
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saying that he is working from his car — what do Y¥mow? You do not
know. Are you the Councillor?

HON MEMBER : | know that.

HON VENAANI : No, you do not know, but that is not the questidhe
Honourable Member is just disturbing Ifietervention)

HON SPEAKER: Is the question directed to the Minister?

HON VENAANI : To the Minister, yes. | think we cannot sit lwit
Government trying to evolve powers to the Regiohdewwe are sitting

with Councillors that do not have offices. It inderstandable that we
have not constructed the offices because of theadstion, but | think

we can use temporary measures to house these Qonsnci Is the

Ministry going to look at that proposal to addrake matter in the
interim? What is your view®Dkuhepathank you)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. The Minister can decide whether to
respond to that question or whether she wouldthke to be in a written
form so that she can deal with it. | will give thienister the opportunity.

HON MINISTER OF RURAL AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT :
Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker, Honourslelmbers, and
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thank you very much, Honourable Member, for thestjpa. | think the
Honourable Member slept on his question. | shotlidrefore, also go
and sleep on the answer. Thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: Good. Thank you. | think we are done. Any iket
of Motions? Message from the Head of State? Welaing very well.

The Secretary will read the Order of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON AVENUES
TO CURTAIL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on Avenues to Curtail Doroest
Violence.

HON SPEAKER: When the Debate was adjourned on Tuesday, tHe 23
of February 2016, the question before the Assem@dg a Motion by
Honourable Van Den Heever. The Honourable Deputyidter of Mines
and Energy had the Floor. May | now call upontberontinue?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY : Honourable
Speaker, Honourable Members, let me once more thanlHonourable
Member for the important Motion on the Table. [uMblike to continue
with my contribution on Gender-Based Violence.
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Gender-Based Violence involves men and women ansteins from

unequal power relations within families, commurstend States. It can
be physical, sexual, emotional or psychologicadl e world has spoken
through international instruments like the Millemm Development Goals
that was replaced by the Sustainable Developmeat Bomber 5, which

seeks to achieve gender equality and empowermewbpfen and girls.

Nationally, we have also come up with measures. haiee some Acts
and Policies in place — to mention just a few:

 TheDomestic Violence Act;

» TheMarried Persons Equality Act;

* The Gender Policy under the Ministry of Gender Hitpp@nd Child
Welfare; and

» The Convention on Elimination of Discrimination Agst Women.

These are some of the instruments that we havéaoe @mnd they are all
trying to redress the situation of Gender-Basedevice. We have spoken
until we have ran out of words as Honourable Nujstaed yesterday,
but the more it continues the more we need todhtkut it.

Yesterday, | started with the recommendations andould like to
continue with Recommendation 2:

Continuous public awareness still needs to be atepl | talked about
creating a friendly environment for the victimsmity members of the
victims and for the perpetrators — most importafuatythe victim, because
she/he is directly affected by the situation. Hegrewe must also look at
the family members, especially the parents of kb# victim and the

perpetrator. Generally it is the family of thetinc which is protected and
talked about. However, the family of the perpetratvhich also suffers
because they do not know what drove their childaxmmit the crime, are
seen as if they have committed the crime, and tisenermally no one to
console them. Therefore, it is very important thatalso attend to them.

We also need to have a comprehensive professionakelling —
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meaning that when we look at the victim we musb disok at the
environment the person comes from, and whether safe or dangerous
for this person to go back to such an environmeWe also need to
consider same sex counselling. Let us say, | &male rape victim and
the perpetrator, obviously, is a man and when tgythe Institution for
counselling, the counsellor attending to me is a.mlawould be afraid to
be in the same room with the male counsellor — Wldidhave the fear of
falling victim again. Therefore, providing infort@n will not come
automatically, because of fear and sometimes alsda sensitivity, | feel
that a man will be more sensitive towards anothan’smproblems and
vice versa.

Service providers must receive proper traininghave seen situations of
men who have gone to Police Stations to report thay are being
violated and beaten up by partners, girlfriendsvives. When they get
there everybody laughs at them. In Oshiwambo #apevaya, shivaya
aave— you are a coward how can you be beaten up bgraan? You
must go back. It does not only happen at the EdBtations, it also
happens within the communities. Where | grew upave seen some
strong girls who used to beat up men. When th&te lgappen to get
married they would continue beating up their huslsabecause they are
capable of doing that.

Non-Governmental Organisations, Churches, Sch@&dsnmunities and
Traditional Authorities also need to serve as fpsints of contact on
Gender-Based Violence, because that will enhancesacto immediate
protection, and because some people are staying feer from the
Institutions where they are supposed to repory #red up not reporting.
I, therefore, think that it will help to have immate centres within the
communities which are connected to the Woman anitd Glrotection
Units or the nearest Police Stations so that tlegyreport these cases to
the Police as soon as they receive them.

We also need shelters and homes of safety fornwctof abuse or
survivors of abuse — as we call them. | heardvhester of Gender,
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Equality and Child Welfare talking about the shalten some Regions,
but they are not yet open. | would like to commeme Ministry for the
initiative, even if it is not in all the Regionsl think we still need to
continue and accelerate the process so that theyopan up for the
communities, because the victims of abuse do ne¢ l@mywhere to go
after reporting the cases. If | am your husbantayfriend, would you
come back to my place after you went to report nte®ould not happen.
If it is going to happerinterjection) Therefore, we need to have shelters
for these victims to stay for a while until the angubdues or until the
perpetrator is in a position where he is willingligten to other people
who are trying to help.

Measures on how to deal with psychological and emat violence
should be put in place because this is not a s$itfaigvard indicator.
When a person is emotionally abused, because tisere physical
evidence some people tend to think that the absigeot taking place,
which could be more harmful than physical abuse.

Men must learn to open up. When you are abused, rmaan, you must
speak up about your problems — do not fear yoyumtea human being
like others and, therefore, you must report thesabuf you do not report
it, the problem escalate and may reach levels wihdrecomes a danger
even to yourself.

Let us also connect Gender-Based Violence PreverRimgrammes to
HIV/AIDS Programmes. We have done so well with tHB//AIDS
Programmes — it is at workplaces and other plaseslet us connect
Gender-Based Violence to these Programmes so tiet tan be
addressed together. We also need to encourage waignparticipation
and collaboration in the formation of social tramsfation fora.

We also need to minimise or do away with stigmas,eixample, in the
case of rape. When a girl is raped she will findery difficult to find a
partner to marry in the future, because wherever gbes people will
always talk about that rapede you want to get married to the girl that
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was raped -while it was not her mistake, it is something thappened to
her she did not plan for it, but it will follow harto adulthood.

We also need to be observant of abnormal behavishether we are
Parliamentarians or community members — we nedxgt teery observant.
Sometimes we stay with our family members, collesgwr friends and
we do not realise when a person appears differetitbrefore, we also
need to interrogate some of these situationay-friend, why are you
looking like that today? You look depressed, do fave a problem?
Some may not open up, but some will be straightfodaand sayt am in
a serious problem.Sometimes they are afraid to share, but whenpea o
up they will be able to tell.

| would like to talk about some of the symptomst tten be indicative to
us of a person is going through a difficult sitoati

* A person might display symptoms of depression;Heels depressed
and is in a state of anxiety.

* The person is suicidal; somebody may say to yqust want to Kill
myself, | think life is hopelessYou can then further ask questions,
what he/she means.

* Sometimes a person you know to be clean and tigghtrsuddenly
appear unkempt. That would indicate to you thatething might not
be fine.

* Some colleagues might hide injuries. | might comth a red or a
blue eye and when you ask me | would dafgll off the stairs and |
bumped myself against somethingghen you listen to this, sometimes
you can easily tell that it is not true.

* Sometimes you would meet a couple you know and idnabely
realise that something is wrong, but when you s$tagisk questions
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the aggrieved person might not feel comfortablesayg something in
the presence of the partner. This can also benditation that
something wrong is happening.

* Absence from work — absence from Parliament, fangxe: Yes, |
know we have got responsibilities and we might khihat you are
away with work, but it may also happen to you, bseawe are also
human beings. If something happe€ingerjections)let us not just
assume the Colleague has gone with work — somettirere is a
serious problem. Lastlyintervention)

HON SPEAKER: There is a Point of Order before you conclude.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Mr Speaker, may | ask the Honourable
Member a question?

HON SPEAKER: I think the answer is yes.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Was the Honourable Member being
general in her statement or was she referring toméghbour{Laughter)

HON SPEAKER: You may continue.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY : | have got
many neighbours and if they are affected, | williia them to see me
afterwards.

Lastly, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Membersahtwo encourage
men to cry when the need arises — just ditydughter) Please cry it out,
because if you do not cry, it becomes a probleramliso happy now as |
am making this contribution, because there is aticlerin today’sThe
Namibian Newspaper, on Page 11, on why men should cry amduld
like to quote one of the ParagrapttSrying a lot means you are mentally
balanced and can deal with emotionlt continues to say,Crying does
not mean you have no capability of handling liteaneans you have even
more ability to deal with anything that comes yaay, because you do
not try to escape.”l so submit, Honourable Speaker. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | must say, we listened to you yrelste,
and listened to you today, and the subject we aadirdy with is such that
it will require champions — men and women, Honolagdabembers of this
House and beyond this House, to join in this figbainst Gender-Based
Violence, and in you | think we have a champion.

| will call upon the Honourable Muharukua.

HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | only cry at
funerals, | do not cry unnecessarily.

HON SHIXWAMENI : Do you cry at funerals?

296



24 February 2016 AVENUES TO CURTAIL
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
HON MUHARUKUA

HON MUHARUKUA : Yes, Ovahimba men cry at funerals. In fact, my
father is one of those men who cry at funerals lathal not like it, so | do
not cry at funerals.

Honourable Speaker, let me also join the Members Wave thanked
Honourable Van Heever for bringing tlfiaterjection)

HON MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY : Van Den Heever.

HON MUHARUKUA : Van Den Heever, yesAfrikaans is my taal
Honourable Tweya. Be that as it may.

This is quite an evolving issue in our society.ci8ty out there is talking
about it and we are talking about it here. Wetallking about it so much
that, at times, you feel hopeless — at times yal, fikke Honourable
Nujoma was saying, we have run out of ideas, bumhetines, and
perhaps, we must do the first things first and fastgs last. | am of the
firm opinion that at times prayers should not be st resort, but the first
thing that we should do. 1 Corinthians 13, talksiwd love and | think we
(interjections) Honourable Attorney-General not witchcraft, but 1
Corinthians please — it talks about Idugerjections)

HON MEMBER : Do you want to talk about Bushiri?

HON MUHARUKUA : No, not Bushiri — the Bible — | do not know what
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Bushiri says, | did not go to him.

The Bible talks about love and at times when sgdietfaced with this

catastrophes one thinks whether it is not, aboue tthat we bring the
Bible back to our school curriculum. | know it & issue that has
implications on our Constitution, but it is also msue that has to deal
with our morals — teaching our children biblicalues and morals, and
values of love that 1 Corinthians 13 is talking etbfsom a very young

age.

Let me move on to something that the previous Hoatlea Member was
talking about, and that is the discipline of oufié® It is unfortunate and
| will say it again, and because the issue comeaggin and again, one
will end up saying things time and time again. Hwdice that we see,
who greet us at the gate when we enter Parliansamting, very well
dressed, happy to see a fellow human being, isthetPolice that the
public see at Charge Offices. Let me be clear, alloPolice Officers
behave in that manner, but we have elements ifflosces who behave in
a manner, which is unbecoming to the public. Thelsenents are also
contributing to people not going to Police Statioaspecially to report
cases. In fact, I, as a man is abused, | will @bbpnot go to the Police
Station because | am afraid someone will laugh at miVhat she was
saying is true. Some Police Officers, even ladiesgrvention)

HON MEMBER : So you should cry.

HON MUHARUKUA : Maybe, yes. | will just cry in my room and
continue with life, which is wrong.

But these elements are there within our Police@tat About two weeks
ago, | went to Wanaheda Police Station, not tomefinterjection)at
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night — not for maintenance either — late at ni@hterjections)yes, |
wanted maintenance maybe. | saw an individuaktlaed the manner he
was spoken to showed me that that person neverhvaektthere. There is
also another issue that relates to when a perssincomes to a Police
Station. One day that | was in the Charge Offizesy(interjection)

HON MEMBER : You go there very often!

HON MUHARUKUA : | used to go very often, almost daily. But this
time, | have only been there once. On two sepacatasions, |
encountered two people at the Charge Office, ontaely and the other
time a gentleman — these people walked into thedeh@ffice to report a
case and they were clearly intoxicated. The ladsntwto report a
boyfriend’s sister whom they stay together and tgsg to provoke her
into a fight and the Police saitiGo back, get sober and come back to
open a case.” This person was taking a preventative measurerdef
anyone is physically harmed, further emotionallysdd or harassed and
the Police is sayingyou are intoxicated, therefore, we are not in a
position to listen to you.

| know the rationale behind it is thatwe cannot take evidence from you
in the state that you are in because tomorrow wg n@ use it or it may
be used against yourselbiut perhaps, as a Nation, we must come up with
a way to catch those that come before harm is ddhat is one aspect.

The Honourable Member, in her submission, madeuarproposals and |
want to chip in, she specifically talked about erahg, but she also talked
about our Laws. | am happy that the Honourable ben have a firm
understanding of what domestic violence is, becaasarally to a layman
when you talk about domestic violence people wadturally think it is
when someone is being beaten, but as | listendtetoontributions of the
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Members, they have a firm understanding even obtlténe of what the
Domestic Violence Adtas — that is, it is a range of things and dods no
only confine to beating.

| want to state the following: When you look a¢ tAct, and | believe the
lawyers in the House will agree with me, therengymne instance when
you can put a person outside the house when teedemestic violence
involved and that is when there is physical abukeall other instances
you cannot. Even where physical abuse is invobsdl it is your house,
say for instance — let me not mention names — Haie X has been
beating his wife or slapped his wife, or the wifepped the husband — if
that is your house, you can only be put out of hibeise for a limited

number of times. | think it is about six monthsitttyou can put this
person out of the house after that the person care dack.

HON MEMBER : Your own house?

HON MUHARUKUA : Your own house, yes. You can be put out, but
only for six months, and then you can go back.

| think the reason why the Act sets out that omlyterms of physical
violence can a Magistrate put a person outsidehtngse is, because,
perhaps physical violence can lead to a loss ef dif grievous bodily
harm. | am of the respectful view that physicalence can never exist in
isolation. Never! | think it is always precedey lsome sort of

harassment, sexual abuse, alcohol abuse or ecordmse. It is present
from either side leading to physical violence.hink it is perhaps about
time that we, as a Nation, put our money wheremoouth is, in terms of
what we want with regards to this issue by completdiminating that

evil.
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| want to recommend a resolution that | previoustgposed. In other
countries, for example, Britain has a system witlpumitive measure
where an offender in a criminal setting is tagg@&tie person gets a tag on
the leg to confine that person to a certain anéau get a restriction — for
instance, if you have been sentenced to house goeget a tag and you
are told not to leave Katutura, for example, anel thoment you leave
Katutura the tag will do two things; it will eithelert the authorities you
left Katutura or clamp you so hard you will go baokKatutura. We have
seen many cases where victims obtain various groteorders against
perpetrators, yet the offender continues to caass of life or grievous
bodily harm.

When this Committee goes out to investigate thesipdgies of what we
can do to prevent the loss of lives, harm or Ge#exed Violence they
must also look at the possibility of Namibia obtagthis, | do not want
to say gadgefintervention)

HON SPEAKER: | thought you were done, but | think there Bant of
Order. We are moving towards a major busy periddwant to curtail
line of intervention.

Seeing that the Motion is going to a Committees thformation can be
supplied there to strengthen the research andettemmendations, which
will emerge from there. Yes, on a Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM
Yes, Honourable Member. | think you are doing wellt instead of
recommending the Committee to come up with thisdkaf technical
legislative intervention, would it not be appropeiao recommend to the
Members of the Law Society, as part of their so@aponsibility, to
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initiate a draft in that direction and help the Rtbor the discourse rather
than just taking it to the Committee?

HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you very much, Honourable Member. |
think the Law Society is one of the stakeholderthig, therefore, one can
take that avenue or alternatively, the Committeeaiao consult them.

HON SPEAKER: Yes, Honourable Dr Kawana.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE : Honourable Speaker, maybe a Point
of Information. The Honourable Member might hawgiced in today’s
printed media, particularlffhe NamibianNewspaper and thBamibian
Sun,there is a full advert from the Ministry of Justimviting proposals.

In fact, we have invited proposals earlier on, Wwatwere not satisfied, so
we extended the period so that the Amendment catiobe as soon as
possible and this House will be able to debate Amendment
(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much for reminding the House loat t
important topic. Yes, Honourable Member.

HON MUHARUKUA : Honourable Speaker, for the Committee to
investigate the possibilities of having this tediogy in order to save
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lives. Let me just conclude. Thank you, Honouee®peaker.

HON SPEAKER: Are you done? Thank you very much. The nex on
on my list is Honourable Kavekotora.

HON KAVEKOTORA : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. |
also concur with the Colleagues that this is a wewyortant Motion and |
also agree with the proposal that has been forwlatel this must go to a
relevant Committee to put more value to it.

While the Honourable Colleagues who have spokemrbefme were
talking, | was asking myself the question, do wallyeknow the root

causes of Gender-Based Violence? Unfortunately, résponse that |
gave to myself is; no, we do not. We do not knbw toot causes of
Gender-Based Violence and as long as that is tmeewill continue

running out of ideas without coming to a solutiom what needs to be
done, because any solution is just as good asitaef of a problem that
you are facing.

Honourable Speaker, yes, we do have Laws thatr@rgtto address the
issue of Gender-Based Violence, but the questipmasv effective are
these Laws? We talk about gender discriminatida what degree have
we been successful in addressing discriminatiomedas gender? And
the answer to my perspective is that we were notessful, we are still
not successful.

Gender inequality — to what degree are we an esp@éty? Honourable
Van Den Heever who brought up the issue was sathayj we are a
broken society, because we are not an equal socletyvhat degree have
we addressed that effectively? The question oheeuc status — | will
put up a hypothesis to say that, based on youragsmrstatus you will
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experience Gender-Based Violence in different way3here is a
possibility that the premises of saying that if yae economically well
off Gender-Based Violence will not come in the sam&gnitude as an
economically deprived individual.

It is also an issue, Honourable Speaker, of peoaplderstanding their
Rights — to what degree have we articulated théntRod individual for
them to know what is my Right and how do | standpugtecting my own
Rights? It is also a question of assertivenessugersocietal values
because in certain societies where some of us é@me a man is always
the dominant figure and a woman has to be subsgriaghe man.

Assertiveness is a principle that gives you thétrigp say —yes,if you
want to say yes and the right to sy if you want to say no.

Honourable Speaker, all | am saying is that, then@dtee needs to
interrogate the issue of a serious research fdo udentify and to define
the problem more effectively before we come up sithutions that might
not necessarily address the issue at hand. ttpsrntant for us to do that
and | would suggest that the responsible Commstags looking outside
the box, engage affected communities and createypathesis to make
sure that they test those hypothesis as to thdityabf what we are trying
to propose as a solution to the problem. Thank you

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | call upon the Honourable
Sioka.

HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. It was not ngrition to
intervene, but when | heard that the issue is besfggred to a Committee,
| felt that | should also say something.
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Honourable Colleagues, | am very impressed, eshewih the Mover
of this Motion. This is one of the signs — | cae ghat all Namibians,
including Parliamentarians are feeling the pinchwbht is happening out
there. | have been calling on all stakeholders atlidnentary
Committees, Traditional Leaders, Churches and Sshtwo talk about
Gender-Based Violence. The Honourable Member, msteiSthere, said
that Gender-Based Violence should not be confimednie Ministry and
we should regard it and address it in the sameasdylV/AIDS.

| have been saying, let us tackle Gender-BasedeNoa the way we did
with HIV/AIDS and the Head of State said the saimeg. This is the
best way we are supposed to do it. | am very isgme with all the
Colleagues — on many occasions Members of Parliarpeanounced
themselves by bringing Motions on Gender-Basedevioé to Parliament.

The scourge of Gender-Based Violence is reallyirgettut of hand. We
have got enemies with strategies. It is a cha#etagall of us, because
when we tackle this, they go and strategise toatneshing else. | will

not commit the Ministry of Gender alone to tackiest— if | do not have

wings, you are my wings.

| would like to recommend to the Committee to vigitisons and
interrogate our people who have committed thesaesi Ask them what
their motives were, maybe we will get the answer Honourable
Kavekotora’s question that we do not know the atses. Let us get in
touch with them to get the answers. Some may Hawe this by mistake
and others purposely, but it will somehow help aisesthe problem.

Two Conferences were held and the people are ashkimgut the

implementation. The Ministry of Gender Equalityda@hild Welfare has
implemented some of the recommendations, like Wereness campaign,
and there is also training taking place right ndéwyou listen to the radio
there are dramas on Gender-Based Violence at 12W6. have put up
clusters in the Regions and at national level. Theistry of Gender

Equality and Child Welfare, Ministry of Health aBSdcial Welfare, the
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Ministry of Education and the Ministry of SafetycaBecurity are heading
these clusters on Gender-Based Violence in theowsariRegions at
Constituency levels. When they detect issues afdéeBased Violence
they report through the channels of the Constitudndhe Region up to
the national level. That is how we are addres#iegissues and there are
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms through wkigy have to report
back for us to see what they have done on the groun

| thank you very much, Colleagues, if you takepttben you are giving
me wings so that | can fly and speak more.

Awareness is very important. As we are talking pnavaybe one of us
today is going to commit Gender-Based Violence. nd&e-Based

Violence is not only limited to men, but they arethe majority that is
why we are emphasising on men. Some men have ayet but they

cannot hear, because you just listen and then yoangl do it. Some
women also do the same. We must live in a Gendse® Violence free
society. We should live in this country free ofrfder-Based Violence. If
we address it as a united team, we will definitgdfeat it. And if we

educate our children while they are still younge tieneration to come
will live in a peaceful country.

If we master that, the world will also live at peacl am afraid of one
thing — whatever happens in this world affects gvedy. We have
observed many factors and | have been mentioniegfagtor — let us not
accuse normal Churches, there are fake Churchésatbacheating our
people. “Go and sleep with your mother, go and sleep wihryaunt and

so on, or with those people who are close to yod, you will get rich.”

(Interjections)

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE : That is witchcratt.
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HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : No, it is not witchcraft, this are Churches, Kawana.

| am sorry to say this, but it is true. Where deyttake the organs of the
people they kill? (Interjections) It is not witchcraft, maybe the doctors
who are here can tell us, because | heard thahehes and kidneys are
normal when pumped, and are transplanted in someilsee We should
also question the professionals. | have not sebkare in Namibia, but |
have seen it in Europe somewhérgervention)

HON SPEAKER: | am extremely reluctant, | think what the Mieisis
talking about are things that can be properly ietif scientifically
addressed and proven, because we cannot dealhivigstthat we cannot
prove.

The Attorney-General wanted to speak on a PoiQrder, but before you
do that, | was hoping that we will finish on tina,15:40 to give you time
for tea, but | am really constrained by the speedhach we are moving,
because | feel that we have to get on the job. useipeak briefly and to
the point. Yes, you have the Floor please.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Honourable Speaker, | wanted to
respectfully ask a question to the Honourable Méni

HON SPEAKER: Yes, please.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Honourable Minister, you made
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mention of some fake Churches that are in the ldlduping our people
to making them believe that there is salvation @ing some hideous
things to our people. We are also aware that t@éseches are within the
SADC Community, particularly, where we see thatgle@re being made
to eat snakes and rodents, grass, hair, peopletamding on the backs of
people, because the so-called prophet cannot tthelground. In the

context of the abuse that we have within our sgciebw can we deal
with them when, particularly, our Senior Officiai®s Government

Institutions are the proponents?

| understand some church gathering here where ghBr@®ushiri was, so-
called prophet, or however his name is pronounceas apparently
organised by our senior Officials. They are thekggpersons. By the
time you know it, these people have — | do not ekeow if they had
work permits, he was certainly working here. Da&llave a work permit?
How do we deal, as an entire society, from all dhms of Government,
whether it is just the advocacy part of it, butoalee part where we can
regulate and protect our people against themselvégheir gullibility. It
seems that we can use the existing Laws to pratettp regulate, maybe
protect our people.

Maybe if you can touch on that a little bit, beewss was indicated
earlier, sometimes we should start with the fingtgs first and it will be a
genuine prayer, but not a demonstration of witclidéoa people to sustain
themselves in fuelling the next air mileage in thets and their lavish
lives. For example, Honourable Minister, in yowperience, have you
seen any of these people providing any solutiorteeéavork you do or are
they just preying upon our people? Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Can | come in because | feel the Honourable $tiemi
was not really dealing with issues that provideinfation on those issues
that the Attorney-General is raising.
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| am just beginning to wonder why the questioniisated to the Minister
— because of your prime role as the Minister resiid®, do you wish to
respond to those questions?

HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : Yes, | will try.

HON SPEAKER: Yes Please.

HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : Comrade Speaker, on the issue of what transpined
Namibia recently, first of all, | will try to adveson the issue. Our Civil
Servants who were involved and everybody else -metnot confine
myself to Civil Servants, let me include everybodyince the creation of
man, there was one Bible which tells the truth.cahnot quote well
(Interjection)

HON MEMBER : Is it Genesis perhaps?

HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : What Genesis{Laughter) There is a verse, | think it is in
Matthew, if I am not mistakefinterjection)
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HON MEMBER : Which was?

HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : | have got my Bible here, | do not want to delayhich
says.there will be false prophetsWe see them, we hear them. They will
have powers to heal, but it is not that they arepenple.

HON MINISTER OF POVERTY ERADICATION AND SOCIAL
WELFARE : Are they not your people?

HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND_ CHILD
WELFARE : No, they are not my people, Honourable Bisfiapghter)

The only thing | will say is for us to have awareseampaigns and when
the Committee goes out there, they should traceissae, they should
know about these false prophets. Is there anydmewas healed here?
Some Members of Parliament were there — was anyealed?

HON SPEAKER: Yes, on a Point of Order, Honourable Shixwameni.

HON SHIXWAMENI : | would like to ask one question to the Minister
but also linking it with what the Attorney-Genesgoke about. We are a
secular State.
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HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : We know.

HON SHIXWAMENI : That is in our Constitution and there is also
freedom of Religion. | am not an admirer of Busaid the prophets, and
all these kinds of things, but where do we locateselves being a secular
State and also advocating freedom of Religion én@onstitution.

Why do we want to condemn other Religions as béakg and other
Religions being right? Further than that, | woliké to know, which of
the Religions or Churches are real and which onegake? | would like
to know that.

HON SPEAKER: | wish to beg you to conclude please, becausewe
are really totally deviating, and touching on eveinyg under the sun.

We have agreed that the Committee will deal witht.th Honourable
Minister, please conclude.

HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND_ CHILD
WELFARE : Comrade Speaker, | was about to conclude, baé gou
allow somebody | must wait and entertain them.

Honourable Shixwameni, we know that very well. d dot want to

mention our children, but will it make you feel gbto see your son
getting married to a man? That is abuse of thalse&tate. We should
be very careful because those things are comingenhg daughter would
even marry her own sister.
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Comrade Speaker, in conclusion, | would like td tee Committee to

make sure that they investigate the clusters tafsieey are doing their

working so that the Counsellors can implement tlobsgters that we have
created in the Region. When you come back or befou go, please get
in touch with the Ministry of Gender Equality andhild Welfare to give

you more information that will help you interrogader people. With

these few remarks, | thank you, Colleagues for yauntribution.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. We can assure you, you are
the primary and important stakeholder, therefols Committee will
touch base with you before going and after theurretand before the
Report is brought to the House. | think it is ofdyr that we should do
that. With that we move on to Honourable Venaani.

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, thank you very much. |ldial
very brief on this very important issue and | wamthank the Mover who
have raised a very important Motion.

Honourable Speaker, permit me to, as an anecdadamtnote chronicle
the genesis of prejudices against women. Let arg¢with a biblical story
tale of the fight between David and Goliath, whistprobably one of the
most retold stories of the weaker defeating thenstr

In the Valley of Allah many years ago, Goliath wagpared for combat
and was caught off guard when a person without repee in combat

was chosen to engage him in a battle, and becausas unprepared for a
normal sheep herder to come as the person, hetfreronset, dismissed
the young man, he thought it was a big joke, gitiesheight and his

heavy clothes, which was his weak side, David detehim.

| am using this story to relate to the questioprejudices against women,
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in general, because if you want to address thetignesf Gender-Based
Violence, it comes from a historical backgroundhomv men view women
in general. | think if we had not addressed the mi@ment on our own,
as men, probably, or with our women partners, wé wot really
interrogate the question of why men behave thetivay do.

| am very glad that just before me the MinisterG¥nder, Equality and
Child Welfare, Attorney-General and Honourable Sldmeni were

entangled in a Religion battle. How does Religiperceive women over
the years? It is only now, twenty or thirty yeatsgt women can become
Priests in Churches. The Biblical Religion that we talking about

(interjections)

HON MEMBER : There is none in the Roman Catholic.

HON MEMBER : Yes, the Roman Catholic is zero. For one of the
biggest Churches in the world, it is a taboo fow@man to become a
Priest. | am giving the necessary decorum andestdp all Religions,
because | want to highlight the religious defitiatt we have that creates
the biggest prejudice against women, in generabarit to speak, with all
due respect, to all religions that | am going tontigan.

Look at the Muslim Religion today, a Muslim womanmother who has
given birth to a child, needs to ask permissionmfra 12-year old son
when she wants to visit a friend outside the hoifsthe father is not
around. (Interjection) Do not worry | am not worried about them.

It is the reality today. Visit the Arabic counsi@nd you will see that
there are two different doors at official meetingket us say you are
invited to a Conference as Prime Minister of a ¢puand a delegate —
because | am a man in the Arab Nation, | will etiteough a different
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door and because she is a woman and head of detegstte will enter
through a different door. That is prejudice agamsmen.

Let me come closer to home, to address the culpueqlidices that we, as
men, have against women. Culture is also fostettiegthinking that a
woman is not important. Yesterday, | related aysto many of you and
most of you were shocked. It is true you are aerelamongst Hereros,
you have not seen a grave of a woman who died gldin& war of 1908 —
a grave marked, Elizabeth Venaani was buried hBrg.we know all the
graves of all our forbearers eur father Venaani was buried where,
Katjavivi was buried wherehut you do not know where the mothers of
these men were buried. It is a cultural prejudice.

HON MEMBER : They are not alive?

HON VENAANI : They are not alivglaughter)90,000 people died, but
there is no grave of a Herero woman who died befo@8. It is very rare

to find such a grave — only men. The only grabes$ you will find are the

graves of, for example, Samuel Maharero’s mothecabse Samuel’'s
mother(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Because she was a powerful woman.

HON VENAANI : Powerful, but not because of her power, but beea
of a curse, but | do not want to venture into that.
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HON MEMBER : Go into history.

HON VENAANI : | do not want to go into history, we will tallbbaut
history later. However, | want to address the taesof culture
promoting prejudice until today.

Let me come to the economic and cultural prejudigainst women
practised by Africans in general. Yesterday, | madoke to Honourable
Muharukua when we left here. | saitionourable Muharukua, your
father happens to be a Member of Parliament. Heélpought a new Land
Cruiser Pick-up, if you have to travel back to Okadan the same car with
your mother and your father, who would sit at tlaeghs”

HON MEMBER : It is not culturginterjection)

HON VENAANI : We should interrogate culture. Culture will tdie
that, because he is the eldest son, there is notheyhis mother, who
gave birth to him, who brought him into this eastlould sit in front while
he sits at the backOmukaendu ngaende ko ngotw&he is a woman she
must sit at the back). Yes, you know these thini4ore so, the wife
would be a Teacher or a Director somewl{areervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, Point of Order.

HON SHIXWAMENI : | know my Brother is doing quite good in terms
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of culture and tradition, but | would like to asksemple question to my
Brother. This culture and tradition of the Heretbat you are talking
about, when did the cars start being part of thaetbe Culture?
(Laughter)

And for it to be supported that in the culture bé tHereros women sit
behind. 1 just want to find out when that cultgegten into society?

HON VENAANI : Well, | am just using a Herero narrative to $pabout
the African culture in general. In our culture, emhyou are burying
someone, all the men will go first and your mothen$ come after you,
because they are women. It is in our culture. ife wannot do cultural
rituals. My wife cannot walk in front of me at aath of someone. Even
at State funerals, she would wait for me. She Wdewen wait for me to
greet her friends. She must always wait for mgddbefore her — as a
man | must die before her. A car is just an adbedefit through
modernisation.

On one hand culture is accepting modernisationembii the other hand
we are prejudicing those that we are promoting.aAtineral you would
find the plates of meat, then you would heararumendu kave yarighe
men have not eaten). Whether you are the Priméstdmor not, you will
wait for your turn. These are realities of ourisbc

| want to bring the issue of modernisation andlegislationvis a vishow
prejudice has come along over the years, and #rptirposes of this
Debate, | would like to use the women Members dafi®aent. Thirty
years ago, there was no woman who would assumsitomoof power in
Africa. (Interjection) | am talking about thirty years ago. Look at
Kwame Nkrumah's first Government — which woman weese? Kurama
arikana, (please wait) | just want tpntervention)
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HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : | just want to ask a small question —
first thanking him for the school and the histome are learning quite a
lot.

Are you aware of a certain lady known as Ntekak® wilas a notorious
and powerful DTA Member whose house was surrouridedoevoet?
How can you not know her, Honourable Member?

HON VENAANI : Of course, Honourable Mushelenga knows thaiokkn
her and where she was buried. But | think you jas¢ confusing the
matter. (Laughter)Ntekaka has nothing to do with this Debate. Shs w
not a powerful woman as you are sayitmterjections)

HON MEMBER : She was very powerful.

HON VENAANI : She had money and so on, that is the time tlat w
lived in.

But let me come to the issue back home. The pbait| am trying to

drive home is how men forget that we are produtthathers, first and

foremost. For you to become a man that you are,aye a product of a
mother. You came from somewhere. But we forgetetprocate that
respect that the mothers have given to us, by gium education — your
father was never there in your life. Your fathevuld start at the age of
seven to really be your father, but from birth aghe age of seven, it is
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always the mother who takes care of children mbgtetime.

The acceptance factor is the difficult one. Yoe sitting with a woman,
the breadwinner being a Member of Parliament — lj@sh putting it, as
breadwinner, sitting with a husband who could Wdeirector or whatever
job he undertakes in Government or even a farmad, lzecause this
woman has an economic effect in the householdhtisband would say;
Oh, this woman does not listen to me because sheMmister and she
thinks she is powerful, because she is a Membé&tadfament. These
things are happening in our families. Men, in gahesuffer from
inferiority complex. When the wife starts earningre than you, you
start having problems. When you are going to mgseti you are not
telling her. Itis a weakness that you have inryoind that, this person is
now calling the shots that | used to call at horiibe favour is now being
returned by somebody else.

| want to address the question of economic abusause it goes both
ways in normal cultures, and | am talking aboutAffigcan culture. Even
if your wife is a Minister, if you are a well to dman — men have a
tendency to give more to women, that is just inegah Men just give
more. Herero meil(interjection) Yes, generally | am talking about the
majority of situations. It is in very rare casebeanre you find a woman
giving more money to a man. It is very raf@tervention)

HON SPEAKER: Can I, just for the sake of clarity, just stdete.
When you sayive more could you elaborate a bit of that. Is it by the
means of the cheque book, the Visa Card or hotdisrie?

HON VENAANI : | am addressing the question of economic benefit
which is the greatest cause of these abuses. &edtant from the rural
village, a husband who is over 80 years old wittithtions because of
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health issues — whdWlemeMaria goes to her relative’s funeral the means
of production is just the cattle. As a man whenmrywife goes to her
relatives to attend a burial, you are compelleghbgle and a bit of culture
to give. Generally, today as we speak and | akinglfrom experience,
all senior Herero men, | am just using this navegtibecause | know it
better, have lesser cattle than their wives, butrwthey got married the
husband had 300 cattle. When the husband diesnlyehas 20 cattle
while the wife has 140 cattle, because every {iimerjections)puratena,
puratena! (Listen, Listen!) Because every time that yoe going to your
relatives, | will give you a cowmnmommie or honey here is a cow to sell for
you. But every time that | give you a cow — let us dayp not have an ox
of my own, and you have an ox in your stock, sallltake that ox and we
exchange. | will give you a cow and | take the @hat is perpetual.

Let us come to modern society in Windhoek, Otjiwayo, Oshakati,
Ondangwa and everywhere — there is a culture okrmggncy. Our
cultures have also produced a culture of dependeAcyoung girl would
demand for a cell phone, even if you tell a ladyy yre looking beautiful,
the culture tomorrow is thaib send me what is it?

HON MEMBER : Credit.

HON VENAANI : OreWallet The triple C — Cash, Car and Cell phone.
And men are using this economic dependency tohsstyl thave given you
N$5,000 yesterday now you want Uutoni today, ategrazy? That issue
should also be addressed properly in its contexthabwe can teach our
women moral economic values.

Poverty is also a problem. Poverty is also leadthat. The culture of
rejecting divorce — in all our cultures — when y@ad in the paper that
Honourable Who is getting a divorce, the reactispargh, how can he
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do that? That's the prejudice that we have abowdrde, we think that
divorce is so bad. We also live in a rumour moimggsociety. If you just
hear who and who is getting divorc@dtervention)

HON SPEAKER: | was going to ask you to please conclude. Yes,
Honourable Prime Minister.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : On a point of Order. It is a point that |
think can be used in a way that can be damagisgdty by people who
may not be able to contextualise it properly, ahat tis the point that
young women go gold digging and as a result thegolme victims of
Gender-Based Violence. That is what it amounts to.

| know that he said a lot of positive things and rhay have tried to
contextualise it, but | am just not able to rethst temptation to respond to
this one because out there in the social circhkesetare people who do not
even make an attempt to contextualise the issuejtisé go straight to it.
Every time you see a report about a young womdeadkiyou would hear
this; no, it is because she was having a boyfriend whe sugporting her
while she was having another one on the side ordgloeded to leave this
one and so onYou are forced to conclude that what we are sajgrbat
they are getting what they deserve. They lookedtfol am not saying
that is what you are saying, but that is what oaa deduce from a
statement like that.

| just want to say that when you look at thesedances of domestic
violence, you also find a lot of women who getddlland the spouse who
killed them was actually depending on them finalhgcia This person
would kill this other person because, by leavingnth they were leaving
them in destitute. You have a case of a boyfri@hd was staying in a
flat paid for by a girlfriend, but he had anothé&tfgend somewhere else
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with whom he had a child, when the girl hears alibabhd wants to leave
the relationship, the boyfriend decides to kill,HeEcause he is thinking;

| cannot have you, no one else should have y®o, we have women that
are otherwise economically independent being killgdtheir spouses,
because these women want out of the relationshipsometimes two
years or more after divorce.

| am told of a case of a former husband who werkilta former wife at
her workplace in a hospital, and when this womas vescued by other
staff members he sailam going to jail and serve my two years and | wil
come back and finish the jobirherefore, | think yes, there may be really
situations where we have to educate our young pedmit | want us to
avoid some of the statements that can be miscaustiuis not that that is
what you are saying, but they can be misconstraduetsuggesting that
women are subjected to domestic violence, becdwse did something
wrong to set them on.

| want to end by saying that none of our young feeshould want to have
their cake and eat it. In most of these relatigpgshvhere these young
men are perpetrating violence against young femadlesse males are
living with these females the way that a husbawndsliwith his wife.
When the relationship ends, they only remember ciélé phones they
supposedly gave the girlfriend.

In our traditions when you have a relationship vattvoman you are not
married to the way a married man relates to a witej are asked to
compensate the family, because you have causedgeéatoathe young
woman. Therefore, | think we should also looknaise things both ways.

| am not talking to the Honourable Member on thaoF| | am just talking
to the issue, in general, otherwise | agree withyra the things that you
have said, but | just wanted to make this spepifint.
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HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, the reason why | brought the
castigation of divorce is that most of the timesth@abuses happen over a
number of years in a relationship, when the wifks teer parents about it
they would saywe just gave you off to this family, you will notlearrass
this family — what do you want2We are forcing people to remain in
untenable situations, because of the value thattt@eh to marriage in our
areas.

When this Motion goes to the Committee, | want asddress a cross-
sectoral issues from religion, culture, modernity a0 on, because we
have not really addressed those facets in GendszeBd/iolence. |
support the proposal of whistle blowing, but | wamtdisagree with my
Dear Honourable livula-lthana who was saying thathieir time Gender-
Based Violence was unheard of. Gender-Based \elénas old as time
in memorial. It was always hidden — society usetitle it, because there
were no Courts or Police to run to, so nobody tihbitgeven existed.

As a person who loves family trees, one day | emguiabout a
grandmother of mine who died — how did she dieZeriwdy just kept
quiet. The other day | asked again how she dieldiam response was that
she was beaten up by her husband while she wasmqillke cows in the
kraal, and she died on an allegation that a marecansee her at the
house. That grandfather of mine lived life normahd got married to
new wives. That was accepted, so let us not saypi&eBased Violence
was not there. It was always hidden and now wet moe out in the
open.

| want to conclude by saying that men should stagrrogating their
weaknesses and the prejudice they have against nvomgeneral. Thank
you very much, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable //Gowases please and then
we move on.
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HON //GOWASES:. Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | rise to
contribute to the Debate, because | was a victimGeinder-Based
Violence(interjections) No, the question should be when and how | was a
victim.

HON SPEAKER: Exactly.

HON //GOWASES: Both men and women are victims of Gender-Based
Violence. Men are abused by being locked outdmedommon house
and are denied food to eat, but they shy away fieporting such cases to
the relevant authorities. Women are likely to mepGender-Based
Violence(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order. Chief Whip, you have theof.

HON INAWASES-TAEYELE : Honourable Speaker, | am quite
impressed with the way the Honourable Member resest her statement
and | really want to commend her for starting wirself, and showing

herself as an exemplary Leader to the public oetethwhich thinks that

when you are in this House you are immune fromehgses of issues.

HON //GOWASES: Thank you, Honourable Chief Whip. Just organise
a workshop and | will be the facilitatof{Laughter)

Women are likely to report Gender-Based Violencgesabut due to
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dependency on their husbands/partners they temdthdraw such cases.
Another reason can be the fear of how their husbaadily will look at
them. In a marriage situation, the couple is ndiyredvised to report to
family committees any problems that may arise. tBase committees are
currently ineffective. This terrible plaque of Glem-Based Violence is a
national problem; we are all affected. Theref@esorporate solution is
what is needed.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | wish aée t this
opportunity to applaud the Ministry of Gender Edfyahnd Child Welfare
for their efforts to combating Gender-Based ViokencA lot has been
done by the Government, but much effort from akksholders is
required, namely the Churches, Traditional LeadBi&-Governmental
Organisations, Civil Societies, Communities andRhgate Sector.

We suggest the following to combating and elimimgtithis national
problem:

a. Aggressive combating Gender-Based Violence campaigountry
wide;

b. Aggressive educational campaigns to educate memenpgirls and
boys on Gender-Based Violence - what it is, and twdeal with it;

c. Enact and enforce legislations prohibiting allnierof Gender-Based
Violence; and

d. Ensure that perpetrators of Gender-Based Violenogluding
domestic violence, rape femicide, sexual harassnientale genital
mutilation and all other forms of Gender-Based ¥mae are tried by a
Court of competent jurisdiction;

e. Laws on Gender-Based Violence, which provide fore th

comprehensive testing, treatment and care of sonwivof sexual
offenses;
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f. Review and reform our Criminal Laws and proceduwapplicable to
cases of Gender-Based Violence;

g. To ensure justice and fairness in a manner thatressdignity,
protection and respect to survivors of Gender-Ba&ekknce;

h. Put in place mechanisms for the social and psygbrehabilitation
of perpetrators of Gender-Based Violence;

i. Ensure that cases of Gender-Based Violence araictedin a gender
sensitive environment;

J. Establish special counselling, legal and policesum all regions to
provide dedicated and sensitive services to sursioed Gender-Based
Violence.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | hope ahatlembers of
Parliament, we represent our Political Partiesrageneral, the Namibian
population. We too are called upon to combat ti@sonal issue as we
keep regular contact with our Constituencies amnuclerthe lawmaking
process. | support the Motion. | thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Any further discussionam
assuming we have exhausted the list and, therefomeuld request the
Honourable Member to reply.

HON VAN DEN HEEVER: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | had a
little food for thought on this Motion when Honobfa Nujoma was
saying that we have run out of ideas. Maybe wd,eggslators from the
National Council and National Assembly should gt there andoyi-toyi

to the society and say that we have had enoudhif t
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| will not respond to individual questions or cabtrtions, but | would like

to express my sincere gratitude to everybody wharituted positively

and who expanded on the recommendations that wetglht forward. |

trust that the responsible Committee will expandhaninterrogations and
will go out there vigorously and aggressively tokenan effort to combat
this evil.

It is heartbreaking that society is labelling thgs@esome murders with a
very nice title —Passion Killing There is nothing passionate about
killing. | do not believe in it, and it is truedh although the Honourable
Members mentioned the fact that we are in a seciiae, this violence
has escalated after religious studies was taken afuthe school
curriculum.

Thank you very much, Honourable Members, for thsitpaty. | hope
and trust that we will look into it, as | said, yexggressively. | would
also like to commend the Friedrich Ebert Stiftunighvihe Regain Trust
Website and came up with a book titléte Voice of the Survivorsa
very nice book and this is an argument for a newr@gch against
Gender-Based ViolenceGeneral Namolohjn this book, they mentioned
many comments made by the Police, so let us lomktinis and see what
we can do about it.

Honourable Speaker, with those few words, thank yweny much, and |
trust that we will join hands, and we will havefdient approach to this
Motion. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much, indeed. We join hands in
making sure that this Motion is taken up by therappate Parliamentary
Committee and brought back to the House for ugtexamine the work
that they have done.

With that this Motion stands referred to the appiate Committee.
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Thank you very much.

The First Notice of a Motion is one of Honourabladmberua. Does the
Honourable Member now Move the Motion?

HON MAAMBERUA : Yes, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Who seconds the Motion? Any objection? Agreed
| call upon the Honourable Member to take the Eloor

DEBATE ON CONSTRUCTION
OF
NEW PARLIAMENT BUILDING

HON MAAMBERUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. This is a very
important Motion and because of its very technarad complex nature, |
have tried to develop my presentation in a systenmanner of which |
have a brief introduction. | will then move onltmk at what the problem

is and the question that is going to be addressemder to look at that
problem; and then | shall point at what | refer de representation
solutions, after which | would move to solutiongaeding the separation
of powers. Thereafter, | want to look at the braskd mortar solutions
before | conclude.

| thought | was going to do a presentation, but ttluéme limitations, |
am just going to create the statement verbatim.
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Comrade Speaker, the purpose of this Motion, is tfoe National
Assembly todiscuss and debate the need, or otherwise, of matsig a
new Parliament Buildingand also remember that after Independence the
building of the New Namibian Parliament is probabllge most
contentious project and has attracted so much oegesnted media and
public discourse. Perhaps that is because ofxpectations regarding the
quality, the durability, the civic and political portance, and above all its
symbolic structure for Namibia.

In this context there is, of course, the desire thgou pay tribute to the
Land of the Brave’s achievements and signalledutsre aspirations -
whether this is just a physical manifestation ainderacy or just another
unnecessary public project, we hope, during theaels it unfolds, it
will be confirmed.

Honourable Speaker, it is in this respect thatréagvith the President that
the Debate and decision about the new Parliamdataded squarely and
constitutionally within the ambit of the Legislagur Similarly, it is also to
allow this raging, yet scattered Debate some siractform, time and
space. As far as | recollect, there has not beemdl discussions by
Parliament as an Institution on this subject ma#ed that is why |
decided to table the Motion of this nature.

Comrade Speaker, the problem does not seem to éehdlat we
experienced recently in the tent, in the Parlian@atden, but | suppose
that the underlying problem is the increased nundieMembers from
both Houses who cannot be accommodated within tineerat facilities
available, particularly, during the joint Sessionghus, the question to be
answered, through this Debate is, should a newiaaht be built
amongst many other options to address this idedtiproblem or not?
Hence, the Motion seeks to locate the implicatiand ramifications of
the problem that led to the decision to construcheav Parliament
Building.

Secondly, the Motion encourages Members of Parlwtoeexplore other
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alternative solutions to the problem. Hence, | wwanstart with the first
option or alternative under what | titl€tRepresentation Solutions’and
under that there is bicameralism, that is, havimgtivo Chambers. The
problem at hand could probably have been compoubgexir system of
bicameralism. Many arguments have been advancaidsighe practice
of the two Houses of Parliament as this line olutift is suggesting that
Bills ought to be thoroughly discussed and examinsd relevant
Committees assisted by experts without the needeidew by another
House. That is one view.

Furthermore, experience has shown that if the s&uoktical Party
controls both Houses, Bills passed by the Lowerddaghall be passed in
the same form by the Upper Chamber — this is wkia¢rgence has shown.
If two Parties, however, control the two Housesyilt lead to deadlocks
and delays, thus in both cases thwarting the Wwithe people.

In this regard, Comrade Speaker, what is obtairdamibia in terms of
the configuration of Parties representation in ddtluses suggests a mere
absolute control of both Houses by one Party. 0% of control of the
National Assembly and about 100% control of the $¢éoaf Review or the
National Council by one Party is a negation ofdbgective of review and
checks and balances.

Comrade Speaker, this has been the situation famaber of years now.
In view of this, abolishing one Chamber is an aptibut (interjections)
Can | speak, pleaseg(Mtervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order. Yes, Prime Minister.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : Honourable Speaker, the Honourable
Member, in his Notice of his intentions to MovestiMotion indicated that
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he wanted us to deliberate on the need, or otheyias a new Chamber
and what | hear now is the Honourable Member ¢sitig the two House
Parliamentary System, which is a Constitutionalvigion. It is my
understanding that where something is a Provisiothe Constitution,
you criticise it only when you are motivating for change to that
Provision in the Constitution and the Member is dwihg that. | thought
that would be a violation of the Rules. | seebéoguided.

HON SPEAKER: No, I think the objection is sustained in theasethat
we cannot deal with a new Parliament — the Mot®klear, but you are
linking it to other issues, and you are not yetlidgawith the actual
subject on the Order Paper.

Therefore, if you could help us to omit the exsaues that touch on the
Constitution then we can entertain that, but if ye going to continue

dealing with things that are not part of the subjeatter in terms of the

Motion — issues that hinges on the actual Congiitunh terms of the need
to amend the Constitution then, obviously, you eneating a particular

difficulty for the Chair.

HON MAAMBERUA : Comrade Speaker, we have a problem at hand
that must be addressed. | identified the problathlasuggested that there
are different options on how to address that prabl®ay I just continue?

| am not asking for any Amendment and even if | evey ask for the
Amendment of the Constitution, | think it is stithin my right to do so,

but I am not doing so, | am actually identifyingfelient options that
could be used to address the problem at hand. artedt with the

representation issues. | am going to the separatiqgopower issues and
then | am going to look at the brick and mortauéss if you could just
allow me, please?
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HON SPEAKER: Okay, please continue, but bear in mind thatvesall
listening carefully, but if you fedintervention)

HON MAAMBERUA : | have not criticised the Constitution at allust
point to any phrase that is criticising the Comsitiin — any phrase that |
have said that criticises the Constitutiofinterjections)Of course, there
is nothing that stops me from sayifigtervention)

HON SPEAKER: The thing is this, honestly Honourable Maambegerua
(intervention)

HON MAAMBERUA : Otherwise, | just have to stop here, because |
cannot(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Because we haJ@tervention)

HON MAAMBERUA : If you do not want this issue to be discussed
(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: No, no, but the difficulty is that you are dissing it
on particular terms that you have chosen to bekihe of methodology
that you are going to use, but you should not bersed if people are
objecting on issues that they consider to be tawgchn the Constitution.
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The Bicameral System that you are talking abowthat have, but if you
are raising the issue, are you suggesting thatheald do away with it?
Is that what is on the agenda? That is not oragfemnda. No, please you
have the Floor.

HON MAAMBERUA : | think if the Members and the House can just
listen to my Statement up to the end then you kniat it entails.

HON SPEAKER: Please, continue.

HON MAAMBERUA : Comrade Speaker, in view of this, abolishing one
Chamber is an option, but that may not go far ehoteg address the
problem at hand without addressing the attendénte&rvention)

HON SPEAKER: There is a Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENCE : Honourable Speaker, I
rise to make this Point of Order to Honourable Mbaraa’s Motion.

The Honourable Member is not only addressing theddoable Members
who are here on this issue, you are also addrefisangublic out there. |
want to believe that when you Move a Motion, it htignot be heard or
understood by the public out there and when theyparking up in your
current wording that the Bicameral System thatweethe two Chambers
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are using could be abolished, in your view, you seading a wrong
message to the public. This is where we are sayingu are sending
that message out to the public, unless you state-thl am moving a
Motion for the Amendment of the Constitution of tH&icameral
Chambers, | will be having some difficulty understang what you are
trying to send across.

HON SPEAKER: Let us make progress. Honourable Member, please
continue, but take into account the fact that angthhat refers to things
that are extra to the Motion are likely to attrdwt kind of objections that
you are observing. Please have the Floor.

HON MAAMBERUA : Comrade Speaker, | now have to seek your
guidance in terms of the Provisions — in termshef Motion that | have
tabled, should | not suggest any solution that ten resolved by
Constitutional means?

HON SPEAKER: Is the solution you are not seeking, the sofuticat
will have to be achieved through amending the Gantgin? Is that it? If
that is the case, then the Motion that we haveyelfare saying that your
Motion that you have put before the House woulthatend require us to
amend the Constitution, then what is on Order Pdpes not say that, the
alternative options you are looking at do not neagl/ require that we
should amend the Constitution.

| am merely saying that, if we are saying thataiscussion should extend
to amending the Constitution, then | think we ac¢ yet there. The
Motion does not speak about changing the Congtituior us to embark
upon whatever construction we have to undertakes i§ all | am saying.
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You have the Floor, you can continue, but pleagamd help us to make
progress.

HON MAAMBERUA : Comrade Speaker, thank you very much. | have
to re-read that Clause. In view of this, abolighone Chamber is an
option, but one that may not go far enough to askltiee problem at hand
without addressing the accompanied limitations eslsled under the
Section which is dealing with the option of rehdabilng the current
National Assembly facility.

Another option under the representation solutiontas change the
representation system from Party List to ConstityeRepresentation
System. This is an optigintervention)

HON SPEAKER: You are totally ignoring what people are saying,
because, for instance, if we are going to abol&hNational Council, let
us say if we do away with that, what do we do, whaw we put all these
Members combined in terms of accommodating thent®erd/do we go?

| want you to think about what we are saying. W@t are doing now is
ignoring what we are saying. | am simply sayinat tlve can debate about
this issue, the proposal you are bringing to théldabut | am really
worried. Are you, seriously saying we should siyngit and listen to the
arguments you are putting forward, which are neeldaon a Motion, and
the issues you are raising hinges on amending dinst@ution?

Honourable Member, this is the difficulty | hav&he Motion | have does
not call for the Amendment of the Constitutionamy form of shape and,
therefore, | cannot entertain arguments that hingesamending the
Constitution. That is totally Out of Order.
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For the last time, | am saying you have the Flptgase continue, but let
us all try and understand each other.

HON MAAMBERUA : Comrade Speaker, let me move on to the
(interjections) Comrade Speaker?

HON SPEAKER: You have the Floor. Honourable Member, you have
the Floor. Let us hear you, but also take intaoant that on the Motion
that we have here, the proposal to change the @drm®st cannot be
brought by the way. It should be properly put te House so that we
know what we are debating.

HON MAAMBERUA : Comrade Speaker, | am not making any proposal
to change the Constitution, | am putting on thel@dbr Debate, options

to address the problem facing us and the problemdaus is a problem of
numbers. We are not able(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: No, | am saying, if we cannot accommodate the
combined membership of the Namibian Parliament,hievee abolish the
particular Chamber — you are basically sayitg,away with the second
Chamber that is what you are saying, and that will amownamending
the Constitution.

HON MAAMBERUA : It is an option, Comrade Speaker. | am not
suggestindinterjections)
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HON MEMBER : Just cool down.

HON MAAMBERUA : Comrade Speaker, | need to be guided. If there
is a problem facing us, that we should not sayhangtthat will have a
telling on the Constitution.

Does that mean that, | should not make any suggesiat, if we were to
address a particular problem in our society, thidgiw that suggestion |
should not mention a specific area in the Consbituthat could be
amended in order to address that particular prolagn option?

HON SPEAKER: No, | am not saying that. | am saying thattitle of
the Motion before us is speaking to the challenfgjeonstructing a new
Parliament Building and coming up with the optioh louilding a
Parliament to accommodate the membership of Paehamms a whole. It
does not venture into amending the Constitutioorder to do that. Yes?

HON MUHARUKUA : | seek clarity as to the possibility of the
following: At the Opening of Parliament the Honahble Speaker was on
record to have indicated that the reason for bugidi new Parliament — |
am not shedding light on whether | agree or not, the Honourable
Speaker is on record that the number of the Memiseithe material
reason why we must build a new Parliament — Itherefore, one of the
challenges why we have to build a new Parliament.

What | seek clarity on is, how possible is it ttlas House cannot discuss
those challenges without discussing that particelaallenge which is
emanating from the Constitution? | seek clarity tbat, Honourable
Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: A challenge is a term that we are using, gehgrab
we are doing now, but it does not include changdhmg Constitution in
order to find a solution to the increased membershiParliamentarians.

HON MUHARUKUA : Why not?

HON SPEAKER: | do not think that is an option that is on reble. It
is not on the Table.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : We need guidance from the Honourable
Speaker in this regard.

Besides the point | made previously, the Honourdsenber, by trying to

suggest that we can change the Parliamentary Syet&amibia so that

we can all fit in one building is trivialising thissue to an extent that
cannot be accepted. We determined the governgstensthat we should
have in this country for purposes of optimising t@vernance of our
country and the development of the country, and omwtthe basis of
whether we, as Lawmakers can fit in this buildimgoother one.

Can the Honourable Member focus his Motiontloe need, or otherwise,
of having a new Parliamentary Buildingnd not on whether we should
have a bicameral Parliamentary System or not?allyréave a problem

there.

The Honourable Member can discuss the latter is$ueg likes, but it

should be in another Motion. He cannot deceivéntgs agreeing to him
motivating that Motion by believing that he is ggito talk about whether
or not we should have a new building only to héat tve are being asked
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to consider to abolish the one House of Parliament.

Otherwise, if the Honourable Member is allowed tmtue with the

Motion in its current form, when we participatetire discussions, should
we ignore those other parts or should we also d&hl them, because
somebody may want to contribute only on whethemot we should

continue to have a Bicameral System, and not sgyheng about the

building, then you will say the person is deviatingm the discussion
while the Motivation of the Motion covers thoseuss(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | think that is the partar
concern. Yes, Honourable Venaani.

HON VENAANI : To both sides of the arguments, this is a Haafse
Debate, the Right Honourable Prime Minister, thfoygu Honourable
Speaker.

Whether the Member is raising a trivial issue sithis Right to do so in
any fashion or manner, and the Ruling Party hagtbatest honour as the
governing Party and the majority Party to rebutdrigument. | want to
protect the integrity of the Speaker while | amisgyhe following:

For the Speaker to be seen to supporting an idgatperson cannot talk
about a Constitutional matter if he is not pushimgan Amendment, he is
not saying amend the Constitution, he is mentiorsame of the ideas,
and a person can talk generally, in this House.

| want to protect the integrity of the Speaker €aaese it looks like there
is a preconceived idea from the Ruling Party that Debate should not
take place. We must remember that the first Motias rejected because
of technicalities, because you were making theenois
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In the second one, the Honourable Member is noh elwed, in a
democratic House that we are sitting in, to exphrsdideas. Let the
Honourable Member have a say and you will have yaard.

HON SPEAKER: No, | can defend myself. | can defend mysel &n
am very clear. | am listening, carefully, the gdimat | am making is this
(interjections) Let us listen to each other carefully.

| am simply saying the Motion as we have it befare is very
straightforward, but from the word go, Honourabladvhberua is already
talking about that we can do away with one House this is implying
that we amend the Constitution in order to be ablaccommodate the
Members. That is, we should do away with the sdcGhamber and
confine ourselves to the National Assembly, as g @fadealing with that
serious and important challenge that we are tal&laput.

| have a difficulty with that because the Motion thie Order Paper does
not deal with anything that would imply amending tBonstitution.

HON MAAMBERUA : It does.

HON SPEAKER: It does?

HON MAAMBERUA : Yes, it does.

HON SPEAKER: Well, then(intervention)
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HON MAAMBERUA : Let me just explain quickly, just on that one,
Comrade Speaker please.

HON SPEAKER: Okay.

HON MAAMBERUA : The Motion saysdiscussesthat is now the
National Assembly, andebates the need, or otherwise, of constructing a
new Parliament. To discusginterjections)Just wait — to discuss whether
there is a need to construct the new Parliameath@arwise(intervention)

HON MEMBER : Building?

HON MAAMBERUA : Yes, building, now wait. Just listen. |If
alternatives are found then you do not have tadbaihew Parliament, you
have other solutions, what are the other solutiofiist2rvention)

HON SPEAKER: You destroy your own Motion when you say that, t
do away with the second Chamber that will be therative. 1 find it
extremely difficult to go along with that. |, alstely, find it very
difficult to go along with that, because the Motieralready before you
even have a Motivation, you have declared that yf@uenlarging on the
proposed Order Paper as we have it and | am ngtokear on that. Yes,
Honourable Member.
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HON KAVEKOTORA : Honourable Speaker, | seriously do not
understand what the fuss is all about becduserjections)Just hear me
out.

HON MEMBER : You must learn to listen then you understand.

HON KAVEKOTORA : | do not think and | do not believe that
Honourable Maamberua has the right to change thast®ation,
unilaterally. | do not believe that. | also da believe that one can block
a Member of Parliament to come up with certainai

At the end of the day | have to relate to what Hoable Venaani has said
that, when those options are put onto the Tablealme we are still
debating the Motion on the Table, this House cantlook into the

options that have been proposed by Honourable Maamband chuck
them out if they are not the right options that Hheuse would want to
take.

Why are we fighting about something that is notremdost case, because
if Honourable Maamberua is putting certain optionsthe Table, it does
not mean those options are the only ones availabtan assure you that
with the majority of the Ruling Party, the South SWéfrican People’s
Organisation(interjections)these options will not go through. Therefore,
let us allow the Member to continue with what hentgato put on the
Table. At the right time, these options will bgerded on the basis of the
fact that that is not what the House is lookingdad we might find some
other options that are more workable.

Honourable Speaker, | really do not see that angtliias been lost by

allowing Honourable Maamberua to put those optiensn if they are not
relevant, they are not the ones which would evédiytba approved for

341



24 February 2016 DEBATE ON CONSTRUCTION OF
NEW PARLIAMENT BUILDING
HON MAAMBERUA

implementation. Thank youlnterjections)

HON MEMBER : Haama(sit down).

HON KAVEKOTORA : Me haama, muin@l will sit down, keep quite)
But they are relevant.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | know there are many eyes, theee ar
many ears, there are many views, but | am simpfingahe Motion that
we have here is very clear in terms of what the ddoable Member is
proposing. | do not have any difficulty with thatowever, the issue that
touches on the Amendment to the Constitution, ihathat | am objecting
to, because the Motion is not necessarily dealiity tine change to the
Constitution.

Therefore, | am respectfully asking him, pleasauketnake progress, deal
with the issues that you are proposing to deal vath do not bring in the

change. For example, what | took as an excepsotheé reference to

abolishing the second Chamber in order to maketustd this space or

whatever space you have in mind. 1 find that iteiglly downplaying the

serious issue that is confronting us. Yes, please.

HON MAAMBERUA : Thank you, Comrade Speaker. | think | need to
change gears now. Comrade Speafetervention)
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HON SPEAKER: Is that another Point of Order? Yes.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT :
Honourable Speaker, | have listen to the Honourktdeber for too long
now and | must register my protestation.

Honourable Speaker, my problem with the Mover efMotion is that the
guestion of building a new Parliament has not keéioulated. | am only
hearing;there is a problem, there is a challengkappreciate that we are
not English people, we are not in England, thugnglish is a challenge,
then we need to address that, because in my own Vieyou raise an
issue, like the Debate on whether the Parliamemildhbe build or not — |
was trying to listen as to what the actual issues &hether positive or
negative. What is negative about constructingwa Rarliament building
and what will be the options worth those challef?ges

However, | did not hear anything raised as to wthat actual issue in
Parliament Construction is.

HON MAAMBERUA : It is here.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT : If you
provide options you are providing options to a peolh which we have
not identified. That is the problem with the Matio You do not come
with an option if you have not identified a problgnecause an option is a
solution to a problem. Identify those problems efthigo with the
construction of the new Parliament and then |letelsate it.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Do you still want to continue witiat or
is it something new?

HON MAAMBERUA : They are already discussing the Motion now.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM
Comrade Maamberua, let me call you Comrade thie.tinYou are a
scholar and you are an academic or academiciantewdraword you
choose. When you choose a research topic, yourmagt must be
congruent with the topic that you have chosen, lar@ you are bringing
in things that have nothing to do with what you é&m®ld us is the topic of
the Debate.

You were already asked to go and amend, and Porfeds that all the
time with their students. Why did you still comack and fall into the
same problem again? If you want your research rpapdopic to be
accepted, go back and refine it so that you ddage to sneak in things —
you chose to do research on a frog and now yotaldeg about a hyena.
It is really bad.(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Okay, thank you, Honourable Member.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM
Thank you.
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HON SPEAKER: Honourable Maamberua, let us make progress.us.et
stick to the topic and let us continue.

HON MAAMBERUA : Honourable Speakéinterjection)

HON MEMBER : Stick right to the point.

HON SPEAKER: Please, let us have order.

HON MAAMBERUA : Honourable Speaker, there is a topic of the
Motion on the Table that shoultiscussand debatewhether we need to
build or construct a new Parliament Building or.not

This topic will be informed by all the relevant,gsible options available
under the universe, whether it is a change of Gotisn, whether it is
hiring tents for the rest of the life of Namibiawhatever options, as long
as it is agreed in this House.

| am not going to discuss whether the Parliamerdtrba built with bricks
from Uis or from bricks from Mariental, or sometpifike that, | am not
getting into those technicalities of what type afl_Rment should be built.
That is why | am looking at the representation Sohs.

If they are not available, | go to what | calledpaeation of powers
solutions, which are also here. | also go to therrmative of looking at
whether we cannot just rehabilitate this particdéanility and | have got
arguments for that or otherwise, and then | pro@seldhave structured
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my presentation(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: | think | have to conclude that we are not negti
each other halfway. My reading of this whole thiaghat you are bent to
amending the Order Paper to include changing thest@ation. If that

element was there, | would have been very happythguoptions do not
necessarily imply that we are going to abolish seeond Chamber or
change the Constitution, because that is a diffdpati game altogether.
If that was the case put before the House, we cbalek looked at that
from a different perspective.

However, the way how you are raising it now — | édeen backing you
and requested you respectfully to say, pleaseslgetion with the job, but
avoid including things that are not covered on@rder Paper. If that is
the case, then | am simply saying we are talkingress purposes and if
that is the case, | am now basically taking a fatetision and ask the
House are we going to continue to debate the Moésnit has been
implied by the author? | will have to resort tdiag you.

HON MEMBER : Just vote, the House is divided..

HON MAAMBERUA : You can vote.

HON SPEAKER: The House is divided on this. Yes.
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RT HON PRIME MINISTER : | am looking for clarity again. | really
thought that we will put a question for the Housesdte on the issue that
has been put to the House according to procedués.have a situation
where we are saying procedures have not been ceoinwith. | thought
that in that case the Speaker will just issue anguénd say that the
Member should follow the procedures, if he wouketlto have the matter
discussed in the House, instead of us dividingHbase, because | think
the Honourable Member who has put the issue justsma politicise the
issue. He wants to politicise the issue instedorioiging this issue as it is
and having it discussed as such. He wants to liringsuch a way where
he provokes us to act in a certain way so that iieber able to sayyes,
this is how SWAPO behaves.

If he wants the House to discuss the issue of imgldh Chamber for
Parliament, he should just bring that issue acogrtth the procedures. If
he does not follow the procedure, my proposal & the Speaker should
just rule to send the Honourable Member to go artchfs issue properly
before he brings it back to the House.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Shixwameni, you have the Floor.

HON SHIXWAMENI : | am really standing, trying to understand wisat
going on. The President challenged Parliamenthat ®pening of
Parliament, that the issue of bringing a new Pawiat does not lie
squarely with us. | understand the other techitiealand all these kinds
of things, in terms of the Rules, in terms of then&titution and all these
things, but why throw out the baby with the bathwmgter altogether? |
would say, now that the blood pressure is risirghh+ why do we not
consult? The Speaker is dismissing the Motionaimg on the Motion,
we allow consultations between the Speaker, theléreaf Government
Business in the House and the Mover of the Moti@mbably with some
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other people so that we consult and see how wereaty discuss this
topical issue of building or not to building thewn®arliament instead of
throwing out the baby with the bathing water? Tieavhat | will suggest.

HON SPEAKER: | am open. | am quite flexible. The Chief Whg
there, a consultation can take place while we mmveo other issues,
however, | am also asking the Honourable Membecabse | am
interested in us making progress, but | am nofrge# response in terms
of accommodating the concerns that are put on &tdeT

If you had said upfront that the Motion would impbghanging the

Constitution, we could have accepted, rejectedgoeed to that, but | do
not want this last minute inclusion by yourselftth@g option means that
we do away with the second Chamber and thus, emiygok the change
of the Constitution. If that was understood byrghedy, it could have

been a different story, but that is the hidden dgethat the Honourable
Member is advancing, which | find extremely difficto entertain since it
is not included in the Motion that is on the Oréaper. Yes, please.

HON MAAMBERUA : Comrade Speaker, another option to resolve the
problem of numbers is to change the Constitutiororider to have the
Executive separated from the National Assemblyis #lso included here.

It is an option. (Interjections)lt is very relevant.(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Can | encourage consultation on the issue, ufwant
to consult further, as moved by Honourable Shixwami see if that
option can be taken. | will be more than happgricourage that. Is that
in order? Honourable Maamberua is ready to comaxt week. Can we
leave it at that? Thank you very much.
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The Second Notice of a Motion is the one by Honble&lekundi. Does
the Honourable Member Move the Motion?

HON NEKUNDI : Yes, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Who seconds? Any Objections? Agreed to.
Honourable Nekundi, you have the Floor.

MOTION ON NAMIBIA TO ENACT
LEGISLATION ON NATIONAL LIVING WAGE

HON NEKUNDI : Honourable Speaker, Honourable Deputy Speaker, |
would like to present this very important Motion iain | term asPro-
Caring Motion, seeing that this matter will directly tduon a multiple
number of individuals and families who have beeffesing over the
years from low wages against the ever increasingtscof basic
commodities and services.

| must emphasise that many Namibians, especiatigettat the low end
wage levels, have over the years, been hoping askling for the day
when this important piece of Motion will be tabledParliament, knowing
this as the House of the People, inde@t@aCaring House.

| propose to Move this Motion because there is mambiguous demand
by the masses out there that their wages are wawlike cost of living,
and that their wages are placed in a marathon nwalaiée prices of basic
commodities are placed in a sprint mode.
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Honourable Speaker, this year alone, the pricdmsic food commodities
took a two-time upward shift while the wages reradimt the red traffic
light. My goodness, even the price of water wemt IMarket forecasts
anticipate that the prices of basic food commosliind related items will
continue to rise till 2018. Mind you, between 2@l 2018 the price of
food is expected to rise by 12%-15%, yet therevigndication that prices
will drop thereatfter.

It will be naive to expect prices to drop in ourrket. This simply means
— afford less; cook less, eat less, buy less bdmk$/shower less, do less
laundry, study less at night, foot to work, footstthool and many other
accompanyingess factors. Yet there are no savings, you cannoheve
save to study further, you cannot even save tongmtgour loved ones;
you can also not even save to have a decent bgton decent mattress
to sleep on for a tomorrow’s desire for a produetday. All thesdess
factors are purely because there is simply no t@iroa between wages
earned and prices of basic commodities.

Honourable Speaker, our Government tried to miidhe prices of basic
products and services, such as the removal of tBd Wn basic
commodities, but these cash-oriented companies romde such
commendable efforts by our progressive Governmedtits progressive
leadership. Worse, some of these cash-orientedp@oies are even
beneficiaries of the Infant Protection Policy ofr dsovernment, yet they
do not pass over such benefits to the consumersavéhthe Government’s
people. Contrary to all, they are paying their Exppes meagre salaries
that cannot purchase brown bread for the whole mdet alone pay taxi
fares, which take the very same people to thepaes/e duty stations.

That being said, | must underscore that the Infadustry Protection
Policy is an important instrument for our econonsyitaaims to preserve
and nurture our economy, drive our industrial gfowgenda, and in turn
fast-track job creation, wealth creation, equalimsalth dissemination by
moderating and creating policy space for existiognemic value chains.
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Honourable Colleagues, the prevailing situatiooaf wages against the
high cost of basic products and services has aouserimpact on
consumers. Our very own people who wake up eavigrye single

morning for work and by implication who have to yide for their

beloved families.

Honourable Speaker, Dear Honourable Colleagued) bmpds prices
inadvertently reduce consumers’ purchasing powdrcamcurrently their
commodity choice get frustrated.

Honourable Speaker, in terms of Article 95(i) ofetiNamibian
Constitution, on the Principles of the State Pglityis required of the
State to ensure that employees are paid a livingewehich is a Right to
dignity. Therefore, the introduction of a Natiorinimum Wage will
help those facing extreme poverty and restore thaman dignity. It will
aid workers across all formal jobs to have fairueal and dedication to
their work.

A National Minimum Wage will stop companies frompéiting our
people — those with little employment options arbse with the
inabilities to negotiate better wages.

Yes, there are Trade Unions, and one would argatestilary negotiations
is the obligation of Trade Unions. Alas, | will fidir, because all
Namibians belong to the State and the State hasursquivocal
responsibility to protect our people against amyrfaf exploitation and
the provision of decent living, and this should dmne, amongst others,
the promulgation of Laws and enforcement of sucWwd.a This House is
mandated to do just that, and do just that for@gmurse.(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Point of Order. Honourable Venaani.
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HON VENAANI : (Interjection) Listen, you will never know if you do
not listen. The Mover is moving a very importanbtn. May | ask him
one question so that | understand the premiseedfibtion. (Interjection)
Why did you not wait?

HON SPEAKER: Yes.

HON VENAANI : Honourable Nekundi, you are doing really firlgust
want to know whether the proposal of your Motiordesses sectoral
minimum wage or across the board minimum wage, us&ectors are
not the same and incomes are not the same.

Are you addressing sectoral minimum wages for thairld Industry,
Fishing Industry or is it across the board? | juant to hear that so that |
can understand.

HON NEKUNDI : | will always do good as always, thank you very
much. That being said Honourable Speaker, my lesh@olleague will
understand(interjection) because the heading of the Motion salgs;
discuss the National Minimum WageNational not sectoral — national
means across. Next time | will invite you to my glsh lessons.
(Laughter)

Honourable Speaker, can our Industries afford tgp gaentific-based
minimum wages? Yes, they can afford, even privetesehold owners
can afford to pay minimum wages to their domestark&rs! Can this
august House promulgate a National Minimum Wage 2.a¥es, we can
and we are able to! When can we promulgate théohkt Minimum
Wage Law? As soon as yesterday, our people atenglai
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Therefore, Honourable Speaker, | Move that in lwith Article 95(i) of
the Namibian Constitution we urgently discuss tbherpwages across all
Sectors of our economy and for this august Housertomulgate a
National Minimum Wage legislation and that this Motafter Debate, be
referred to the Parliamentary Standing CommitteeGamder Equality,
Social Development and Family Affairs and for itreport back to this
august House. | thank you for your attention.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much indeed. In fact, | do navé
anyone who wishes to take the Floor. | will retee Motion to the
relevant Committee, that it be discussed there lmodght back to the
House. Is the House in agreement with thBtaccord. Thank you very
much. The Motion stands referred to the relevammn@ittee for further
elaboration.

We move on slowly, but sure. The Third Notice d¥lation is the one of
the Honourable Muharukua. Does the Honourable Mgniove the
Motion?

HON MUHARUKUA : | so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Who seconds? Any objection? Agreed to. The

Honourable Member has the Floor.

MOTION OF PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP TO HARVEST
UNWANTED BUSH ON PRIVATE AND STATE-OWNED LAND
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HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable
Members, our land as dry as it is thought to be,dane remarkably well
in meat, especially beef, and animal productioncr&aching bush is now
a huge challenge to our meat production. Furtliespite notable
progress that our economy has made in a relatisietyt period of 25
years, the inequity and income disparity remaimigehmountain to climb.

Encroaching bush may just be our blessing in dsggusince we can
create an Industry with established bush-based dasenvalue chains.
These unwanted plants can be the solution to outhyanemployment
and SME development.

The Motion seeks to investigate the possibilityaofassing resources to
embark on mass national de-bushing programme omewaial farmland,
which constitutes most of our fertile and largenfang lands. It seeks the
investigation into the commencement of large sdaldushing activities
that are demand driven, as we identify and prorpotential bush-based
biomass value chains. What it further seeks, esriass utilisation of
youth energy and ingenuity, while we offer them goband
entrepreneurship opportunities. Similarly, comrartarmers can make
a profit from their unwanted plant species on thmmmercial farms,
while at the same time reversing the effects ohlerecroachment.

Commercial farmland with freehold tenure coverswb®% and State-
owned land covers 15% of our country.

In this Motivation, | shall look at the Charcoaldlrstry, as well as the
Compressed Firewood Industry, and how these twoudlings can
contribute to alleviating the problem of bush emactument, as well as
decreasing youth unemployment and boost SME denwap and
entrepreneurship amongst the youth. Honourableak®pe at this
juncture, | would like to beg for the Honourable matgers’ indulgence.
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Due to the nature of the topic | have a long subimis and it can be a
little difficult.

Bush encroachment occurs when relatively open #iet degraded areas
are covered by dense layers of woody plants, thebeu of individual
plants often totalling thousands per hectare, feath significant decrease
of grass. Bush encroachment has become a Natotwadlenge in our
beloved Namibia. Various studies have been doheotoat the extent of
the problem. Experts found that between 26 to 30om hectares of
farmland in Namibia is infested by undesired pkpecies, of which about
15 million hectares is on freehold farms. Encreadbush density may
vary from 2000 to 10,000 bushes/ha. Although s@amecies may be
dominant in some areas, most encroacher bush tafsss diversity of
species of different sizes and age groups.

The loss of a diversity of species and the wealgestrength of our land
are some of the major causes of bush encroachniérg.dry conditions
and diminishing rainfalls of our country are alsggh contributing factors
to dry bush encroachment. We receive a low ankiyigncertain rainfall
with variable patterns. Namibia has a country-wahmual precipitation
average of less than 250 millimetres of rain.

The United Nation’s Convention to Combat Deseddificn (UNCCDP)
defines that only 8% of Namibia falls within theydsub-humid belt.
Southern Africa and Namibia will become drier agmfial variability
increases and extreme events such as drought aodsfiwill become
more frequent and intense. This is according fReaearch Report by
Tarr, J of 2009 titled;An overview of the Current Impact of Climate
Change in Namibia.”

It is also predicted that that by 2050 rain in deamtral parts of Namibia

will have decreased by 15%. These alarming stgisthould impress
upon us to deal with bush encroachment as a nadttegency because it
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also predicted that with every 1% drop in rainfdie carrying capacity of
the land will drop between 1.2% to 1.6%, and livektannual revenues
will drop by 1.3%.

Not only does the bush suppress the growth of glasgsit also makes

certain parts of grazing land inaccessible to tivels and thereby further

reduces the carrying capacity of land. When bustraaches, livestock

production also becomes increasingly vulnerabldranight and floods. In

addition, it causes soil erosion, and it is alsepsated to cause loss of
underground water potential.

In some places, especially in communal areas |iRkongo, Ongandjera,
Otjituuo and Otjiku-Tjithilonde; bush encroachmedrds resulted in the
decline of carrying capacity of land from 1 Lifeo8k Unit per 10 hectares
(LSU/10 ha) up to 20 to or even 30 in some places.

Overall, the national loss in meat production isinested at between
N$1.4 — N$1.6 billion per year. With one of the Wit highest economic
disparities, our GDP cannot continue losing thiimmoney. Our annual
population growth rate is estimated at 2.6%. Adow to the 1999
UNOP (United Nations Development Programme) remotitled “The
Environment and Human Development in Namibidtie Namibian
community is young and will show a high growth ieays to come. We
cannot sustain the economic and habitat loss tarnhelenting encroacher
bush. We must act now to ensure that our peoptEiaomic needs do not
compete on even footing with encroaching bush.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | am &\liin what Dr.
Adrian Rogers once said“¥ou cannot legislate the poor into freedom by
legislating the wealthy out of freedom. What oaespn receives without
working for, another person must work for withoateiving — when half
the people get the idea that they do not have tk Wecause the other
half is going to take care of them, and when tieohalf gets the idea

356



24 February 2016MOTION OF PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP
TO HARVEST UNWANTED BUSH

ON PRIVATE AND STATE-OWNED LAND

HON MUHARUKUA

that it does no good to work because somebodyi®lgeing to get what
they work for, that my dear friend is about the eridany nation. You
cannot multiply wealth by dividing it.”

In fact, | am a proponent of the old Chinese prbvhat says “Give a
man fish and you will feed him for a day, but tehth how to fish, and he
will never starve again.”

The latter, does not mean every man for himself @adl for us all,
neither does it say the race is for the swift amdiisal for the fittest. We
are our brother’s keepers.

There are many hearts out there praying to be extdéepest of our
concerns and conscience when we deliberate; threrenany eyes out
there looking on to us with hope that what we didatowill bring a better
tomorrow; there are many Namibians knocked to tteaird in life and
whose hands are stretched out waiting for you aodift them up onto a
path towards a decent life.

De-bushing presents various end-use opportunitiéd/ith the right
interventions, we can use it to go a distance & dtltempt to address
various social and economic disparities, such asdap in economic
welfare between the have and have-nots.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the prbsnat to reinvent
the wheel. Government already has a scheme irstetmereof it provides
equipment to prospective entrepreneurs. Farmersagaged in value
addition to certain encroacher bush products, saghcharcoal, wood
chips, compressed fire wood, fire wood, animal feraod pellets, poles,
wood-cement bonded boards, brick, medium density bbards, wood-
sand boards, wood plastic composite, shinglesraclitipnal medicine.

Some of these opportunities, such as charcoal, @ops and fire wood,
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require limited technology, skills and investmenthese are low risk
investments and might provide work for a maximurmber of Namibian
youth. These products also have real effect obud#ing, because they
have no problem using mixed encroacher bush speoéslso use large
guantities of encroacher bush.

Allow me now to take a brief look at of two of tleeproducts, namely;
Compressed Firewood and Charcoal.

Compressed firewood is currently used for heatind ean be used as a
replacement for firewood or charcoal. Only two gamies are currently
involved in the production of this product in Namib Cheetah
Conservation Fund and Ecology. The latter useslhigophisticated
machines to harvest bush while the former, usesualalabour. The
product is made by fine grinding of mixed invadeisb wood chips and
the subsequent compacting of the dry chips. Tiadyrct is able to utilise
smaller branches that are useless to charcoal giiodu

There are technologies out there that can extr@0050 50,000 tonnes of
compressed wood per hectare. The weight of ouredbminvader bush
gives us a competitive edge ovrrshblokamade in other countries.

The Namibian Compressed Fire Wood is mainly usechllp and

marketed in South Africa. Surely, there is potntor growth of this

product. It is estimated that demand of this pobdiar exceeds
production. Marketed properly this product coulplace the use of
firewood, which is normally dead wood picked andcahkhhas a minimal
effect on de-bushing.

Compressed Fire Wood is known to have better cotidrubehaviour and

to be much easier to transport than ordinary firgdvoThe product is very
marketable, in that it is classified as an econfilg product with
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smokeless fuel and glows without flames, and furtiéth very low ash
content.

It is reported that there is remarkably high demdnd Namibian
bushbloksn South Africa. For a country that produces pheduct itself,
this shows the competitive edge of the superior id&@m product. The
UK is one of the major markets we could penetratee demand for this
product in the UK is 360,000 tons/annum and Soufificéd has already
done the ground work on consumer education for Wéth the better
burning capacities of our bush, we could penetaatd bypass the market
share of the South African products in that couatng other international
markets.

This product is one of the things that you can exgio improve the
livelihood of our youth, because it has the potrtth employ a sizeable
number of Namibian youths, like the Charcoal Indust

The Charcoal Industry is very important to de-boghi Currently it is the

only real industrialised end-used product from boaked biomass. It can
be produced from wood and other agricultural ressdu It uses pretty
much all species of invader bush. The product g9edufor various

purposes from heating to silicon production in @hiand the dust from
the product makes briquettes.

Charcoal production is a world-wide business. amibia out of close to
2,500 commercial farmers, we only have 240 producércharcoal, of
which 50% are previously disadvantaged farmerse Charcoal Industry
directly employs 5,500 people and about 800 indiyec The annual
production of 85,000 to 100,000 tonnes, of whicPo98 exported. With
about 220,000 tonnes, Germany is the highest irapoftthe international
charcoal market; followed by China with 215,000rtes.

Studies have shown that we could increase our ptmatufrom 100,000
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tonnes to 400,000 tonnes per annum. With this avesupply the under
supplied global markets.

Studies have further shown that our current charooarket can still
employ a further 700 people. Further, with a foldfincrease in our
production, with semi-mechanised harvesting, 21,06Bs will be
available for Namibian Youth.

It is my respectful view that we can continue amckeéase our production
levels, while we continuously assess other optidnamass-harvesting
technologies and determine the value and propedfesur biomass
resources.

As a result, this motion seeks this House to ingatt the possibility to
have a deliberate and targeted intervention to igeoequipment and
support to youth joint ventures with commercialnfaowners in a Mass
De-Bushing Campaign.

This deliberate double-edged sword pulls together resources of the
farm owners and Government, and the youthful eneifgthe poor and
unemployed youth. It is my respectful view thastis how we can heed
to farmers’ cry against bush encroachment, anchatsame time, the
plight of the jobless and the poor. In essencesdhattempts will make
encroacher bush an indirect asset to Namibia.

Honourable Members, the proposed Mass De-Bushingr&mme could
operate as follows:

A commercial farmer may identify areas that he wssho de-bush and
apply to the Ministry of Environment and TourisnT f@ permit to de-
bush, with a view to create specified products peewlly the two above
mentioned products, in the form of Charcoal and P@ssed Fire Wood.
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The Forest Actrequires a permit where 15 hectares of land ibetae-
bushed.

Youth with various capacities, ranging from bussesdministrators,
chemists, skilled and mere labourers would form @gilster SMEs, with
an aim to team up with commercial farmers in thest®e-Bushing
Programme. Once a commercial farmer obtains hisnipehe can

approach the Government to avail a list of the idBME’s with whom

he could partner with in the programme. The Gowemit shall, preceded
by short term training, furnish the SME with alluggment required for
value addition to the given end-use product.

The relationship between these parties shall beilatgd by formal
agreements to which the government shall be partye hard labour and
the administration will be primarily done by the uhb. While the
farmer’s responsibilities will mainly be to providler daily utilities, water,
shelter and transport for youth workers and goodéie Government’s
involvement shall not only end at providing equimtydut it shall further
be responsible for mentoring the Youth SMEs withngent reporting
requirements, with emphasis on profitability.

Honourable Members, it is my firm view that theseairealistic chance of
enhancing Youth SME and export capability and joation with a little
push from government.

Further, the development costs will be marginaligint of the benefits

such as increased livestock carrying capacity,gatiton of the effect of

drought on farmers, promotion of exports, substtuiof imports, fiscal

benefits as well as employment creation and incajeeeration, in

particular in rural areas for economically disadeged segments of the
population.
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Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members:

1. | implore this House to investigate the possibiliy establishing a
deliberate de-bushing equipment aid programme ¢batd work as
described above or otherwise.

2. Further, the possibility of enhancing our capaaitghe production of
the two bush-based biomass products | have extdgsdiscussed
herein, or any other.

The above two requests includes the investigatfahe establishment of
a regulatory framework that could allow us to comoethe de-bushing
programme set out herein.

I, thus, request this Motion to be referred to @@mmittees on Natural
Resources and Human Resources and Community Denetap

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Due to the time and tret fa
that | do not have anyone on the list to take tlewi~— yes, Honourable
Nujoma.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Is it okay to make a
contribution to this Motion tomorrow?
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HON MEMBER : Tomorrow?

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Yes, tomorrow.

HON SPEAKER: Tomorrow after the Motivation of the Budgethirk.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Yes, after the Budget.

HON SPEAKER: Remember tomorrow is Thursday; we have a losig li
of questions to be responded to, so | would haweght that it will be
better to postpone it to Tuesday. Do you wantdsione the discussion
of this Motion until next week Tuesday?

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Yes, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. That is quite in order.el\V
all that is left for me is to call upon the Righbthburable Prime Minister
to adjourn the House.
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24 February 2016 ADJOURNMENT
RT HON DR KUUGONGELWA-AMADHILA

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : Honourable Speaker, | Move that the
House adjourns until tomorrow, at 14:30.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. The House stands adjourned until
tomorrow, the usual time.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:48 UNTIL 2016.02.25 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read the Prayer and Affirmation

ANNOUNCEMENTS IN TERMS OF RULE
20(B) OF THE STANDING RULES AND ORDERS

HON SPEAKER: There is still time for those who are delayedinol a
way to their places. Honourable Members, | hatexaannouncements.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Economiogl &ublic
Administration in collaboration with the Friedri&bert Stiftung will host
a Budget Analysis Breakfast Meeting, which will @aglace tomorrow,
Friday from 07:30 to 10:30 am at Avani Hotel — femhy known as the
Kalahari Sands Hotel. All the Members of this Hoasid other interested
parties are, therefore, invited to attend this ingat event. A
confirmation list will be send out for Members tmdicate their
availability while the programme will also be pregé and distributed
during the course of this Session.

Furthermore, | wish to announce the passing on wfeli-known Pan-
Africanist, a longstanding Diplomat, well-known rteany of us, a Brother
who hails from Egypt and that is the late Boutrasuos-Ghali who
passed on a few days ago.

Furthermore, we also announce the passing on of ramipent
revolutionary, a well-known personality in his owaountry in Latin
America, the Caribbean and further from home asaaAfrica, Roman
Castro, the elder brother of Fidel Castro who glassed on a few days
ago.
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Lastly, much more closer, at home we have losttagbaa well-known
personality in this country who served a numbeinefitutions and those
who are close to him characterised him as a ggrdld, and that is Siseho
Simasiku who passed on just few days ago. Mayqguest you to
respectfully rise and observe a moment of silent?

HOUSE OBSERVES A MINUTE OF SILENCE

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Let their souls rest in eternal geadny
Petition? Report of Standing or Select Committe®ther Reports and
Papers? Notice of Questions? | suppose not andhy. Notice of
Motions? Yes, Honourable Sophia Shaningwa, yo hia Floor.

NOTICE OF MOTION

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT :
Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. Honoardlause, | rise to
give Notice that on Wednesday, tH&8 & March 2016, this Assembly:-

Ratifies the African Charter on the Values and Principlef o
Decentralisation and Local Authority Development.

| so Move. Thank you very much, Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Could you please table the Motion?
Thank you. Messages from the Head of State? Mg Statements?
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We will return to the last item dealing with quesis that have been
raised, but today, | am going to pretend that tadayt Thursday. Today
is a special day on the calendar of the ParliarmeNamibia.

All eyes are on one person in this Chamber andwesviivho that person
in question is.

The Notice of a Motion is the one of the Honourdldiaister of Finance.
Does the Minister Move that the Bill be now intreced?

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : | so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Who seconds? Any objection? Agreed to. Wié t
Honourable Minister please table the Bill?

The Secretary will now read the Bill a First Time

FIRST READING — APPROPRIATION BILL [B.1 —2016]

SECRETARY: Appropriation Bill[B.1 — 2015].

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Does the Honourable Minister Movatth
the Bill be now read a Second Time?

367



25 February 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON SCHLETTWEIN

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : | Move so, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Who seconds? Any objection? Agreed to. The
Honourable Minister has the Floor.

SECOND READING - APPROPRIATION BILL [B.1 — 2016]

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : Honourable Speaker, Honourable
Members of the Assembly, fellow Namibians, | halee honour to table
the Budget for the Financial Year 2016/2017, a sdcander the
Presidential Administration of His Excellency, Rdesit Hage Geingob.

Allow me, Honourable Speaker, to use this oppotyuioi once again wish
you and the Honourable Members a prosperous addedh a productive
year ahead.

| want to take this opportunity to profoundly thamks Excellency,
President Hage Geingob for the trust he bestowedeby appointing me
as the Minister of Finance.

| also wish to thank him, the Vice President, thghliRHonourable Prime
Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister for the coogeya and guidance
during the Budget formulation process. Equallythaink my Cabinet
Colleagues for the support they have rendered rdef@nthe common
commitment to implement spending allocation meastinat support our
fiscal consolidation stance.

Honourable Speaker, our country and people havedabehind the

common aspiration for achieving shared prosperity &ll. The
Government has articulated this policy agenda anthaob Lew said —
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“The budget is not just a collection of numberst &n expression of our
values and aspirations.”

Honourable Speaker, this Budget is underpinnedsdayfundamental and
mutually-reinforcing policy objectives. The firsbjective is to reassert
and re-establish a sustainable path for publionfieathereby maintaining
macroeconomic stability as a basic enabler forréutsustainability and
socio-economic development. The second objectwetoi redirect

increasingly scarce financial resources to theryicareas of national
development; with the objectives of unlocking péitEreconomic growth,

job creation and poverty eradication towards thieiesement of shared
prosperity for all.

These objectives are premised against the backarfogsignificant
developments in the external economic environmarthe one hand, and
on the other hand, the urgency with which the Gowent has undertaken
to promote and advance the national developmemidage

Honourable Speaker, a fortnight ago, when His Heney the President
opened the Third Session of the Sixth Parliameatiniplored all of us
collectively, to decisively move faster ahead wherstated:* in 2016, it
is time to turn words into reality, it is time tmplement and, therefore,
this is the year of implementation.”

This Budget, therefore, gives scope for the implatagon of national
priorities commensurate with the available resoereelope.

This Budget proposes the commencement of a growehelly fiscal

consolidation, anchored on the reduction of puldixpenditure. It
proposes the targeting of resources to the producsectors of the
economy, solidifying gains in the social sectord amstituting measures
to improve the quality of spending.

Honourable Speaker, we aim to achieve the duakbtigeof aligning the

future fiscal policy trajectory to the changing m@Tonomic
environment, whilst giving precedence to the impdamation of priority
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Development Programmes for continued progress enettonomic and
social fronts. Hence the theme of this Budget“iBowards Pro-growth
Fiscal Consolidation.” This theme and Fiscal Policy stance are necessary
for the future sustainability of positive developmheutcomes. And it
requires that we innovate, improve returns on awestments and
implement policy reforms to optimise outcomes twit lead to timely,
reliable and affordable quality service deliverythe Nation.

When addressing the last Session of Cabinet in mleee 2015, His
Excellency President Geingob articulated the fallarg for accelerated
socio-economic development agenda, to be enshmedhe high-impact

— “Harambee Prosperity Plan.” These are the pillars of economic and
infrastructure development, social development, efifective governance
and service delivery.

These overarching pillars of the medium-term pofegus resonate well
with our National Development Goals and constitbheekey levers for the
transition to the Fifth National Development Plan.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, in thisesorand, in terms
of Article 126(1) of the Namibian Constitution, &ve the honour to table
for the favourable consideration of this House,ftlil®ewing documents:

(a) TheAppropriation Bill,2016/2017; and

(b) The Estimates of Revenue, Income and Experadftur the Financial
Year 2016/2017 and the corresponding Medium-termpeBgiture
Framework (MTEF) for the Financial Years 2016/2642018/2019.

Additionally, Honourable Speaker, | present thec&lisStrategy Policy
Framework, the Development Budget and the AccouliitaliReport as
important policy information and public accountéiitiocuments.

Honourable Speaker, when | tabled the Financiar 2845/2016 Budget

and MTEF, | laid out the Budget priorities. Thes#orities have been
reiterated in the 2015 Mid-Year Budget Review.
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Namibia’s economy is small and open and, thereferdnerable to
volatility from external factors including trade lumes between SACU
and the rest of the World. Whilst we shall conérto use the MTEF as
tool for sound expenditure planning, we need tamgeacse that this is a
framework of what we expect to happen and not whit actually
happen. Therefore, in the medium-term, we shalisiethe MTEF
forecasts on an annual basis to see if we needhalance our Budget
proposals on what we know are the financial resssisnd policy space
available to us at that point in time. To ensurattour Budgets are
realistic, credible and targeted; we shall contiviéh the Mid-Term
Review of the Annual Budget as a means of assessitaj we have
achieved in the Financial Year to date and whereeez to redeploy our
resources to those activities that are identifiexl rational policy
objectives.

We have set forth four priority focus areas for Buglget, namely;

* Economic Growth and Sustainable Development;

» Poverty Eradication and the Improvement of Socialfére;

* Progress Towards Prosperity; and

* Improved Delivery of Timely, Reliable and Affordab&ervices to the
Public.

Given this set of broader national priorities, Iswito emphasize the
indispensable need for continuing to entrench necmoomic stability.
This is a non-negotiable basic enabling factoreosuring a sustainable
path for the efficient management of Public Finance

The implementation of interventions in these corgoriies has
progressed, thus demonstrating Government’s conmenitnio achieve
accelerated results that will lead to shared pnatypier all Namibians.

Within the inclusive growth and sustainable deveiept agenda;-

» The targeted policy package is to diversify andustdalise the
economy, develop the skills base and implementttral policy
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reforms to draw more Namibians into the mainstreaconomic
activity.

* We have achieved free primary and secondary eduncati a basis for
expanded access to education. Increasingly, meseurces are
allocated to improve access to tertiary educateational training,
as well as funding for Innovation and Research &ddapment.

* Infrastructure development in the Logistics Sechas benefited
through direct funding from the development budgat targeted
actions by Public Enterprises. This priority olijge will be pursued
over the MTEF, with priority funding for road, raivater, energy and
ICT infrastructure so as to make the goal of adticg hub a reality.

* New instruments for SME funding in the form of ariiere Capital
Fund, a Credit Guarantee Fund and a Challenge Fuwadbeing
developed to further scale-up support to SMEs. Ihkiestment Bill is
due for tabling in Parliament and a reviewed setirofestment
incentives is being formulated as we prepare foe tHational
Investment Conference in May this year.

* Development Finance Institutions will remain keytatgsts for
economic development in promoting domestic investnaad access
to finance. The roles of the Development Bank,iBgnk and SME
Bank have been delineated in relation to their ilpgortfolio and
client-base; and

* The Public-Private Partnership legislation is doe thbling in this
House, once the legal certification process islited. This will
provide an added window for Private Sector develmpmand
infrastructure development through PPPs, with et foject proposal
for developing affordable housing units in urbaeaas; and

* In line with the national commitment to provideafiable housing to
our people, funding is made available in suppast tbommitment.
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In respect to the priority on poverty eradicatiord dhe improvement of
social welfare;-

» The Ministry of Poverty Eradication and Social Véed has been hard
at work to define an integrated package of crosSnaguinstruments
for driving back the frontiers of poverty and vulahility, through a
wide range of national consultation.

* In particular, improved quality and coverage ofigbsafety nets are
implemented. This Budget proposes to increasea@&lpension and
improved coverage in respect of Orphans and Vubder@hildren and
Veterans of the Liberation Struggle;

* In the ensuing Fiscal Year, Government will undeztexpenditure
review in the social sectors as a basis for codablig the various
social safety nets and improving their targeting;

* The tax policy reform agenda will continue over M&EF, with key
Amendments having already been approved and impletdelast
year. Our focus is not only to broaden and dedpertax base, but
also to make the tax system more progressive, aoittltontributes
positively to the social objectives of reducingante inequalities. We
understand that the proposed Solidarity Tax isfuitt understood by
various sections of society.

Therefore, this and other high-impact Programmes thrgeted

funding from this Tax need to be well defined. hall, therefore,
continue to engage the public on the specific tapgsal for a broader
understanding on the benefit, principles and adstraiive

arrangements for this national intervention.

Honourable Speaker, we recognise the income ingigsahnd skewed
ownership of sources of income that we have inb@ritom many years
of divisive policies and exclusion prior to the épéndence of our country
still exist. We have made positive progress inrasising these structural
challenges. And more still remains to be donenddethe Budget avails
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resources to specific interventions to tackle teesigtent high inequality
through the promotion of wealth creation and sharegperity:-

In this respect:-

* Government is implementing its commitment on delivg affordable
serviced land and housing under the Mass Land i&erand Mass
Housing Programmes;

» The Public Procurement Achas been promulgated last year and the
subordinate regulations are due for gazetting. [Boal economic
development content of tHeublic Procurement Acwill draw more
enterprising Namibians into the mainstream econaawttvity, while
increasing the public procurement multiplier eféeict the economy.

» Public consultation is now underway on the provisiof the New
Equitable Economic Empowerment Framework (NEEER)mting
affordable and sustainable access to the meansodfigtion, while
maintaining responsible lending;

* Further facilities are being developed to supp®ME access to
Finance and Mentorship Programmes,

Lastly, the Government has assigned great pritwitpcreased delivery of
Public Service through a performance-oriented aslilts-based work
culture. To this effect;-

» The reform agenda for the Public Enterprises Sdwsrstarted under
the mandate of the Ministry of Public Enterprisesensure good
governance, internal efficiency and effective psoMi of goods and
services, and

* The stage has been set for a performance-drivek @dture through

the implementation of performance agreements dewadlls of public
service delivery.
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Honourable Speaker, on th& 8f November 2015, | had the privilege to
table the first Mid-Year Budget Review for Namibf@an that occasion, |
laid out the Medium-Term Policy Framework and fisstance, which will
underpin the Financial Year 2016/2017 Budget aerccttming MTEF.

The Mid-year Review critically highlighted the kayacro-critical policy
issues to be addressed over the next MTEF, namely

* The structural challenges of addressing unemployneequality and
implementing measures to eradicate poverty, throughgeted
developmental intervention measures. Multi-prongeterventions,
better targeting and more urgency are required akema meaningful
impact on these structural challenges.

» The declining public revenue due to contractionseiceipts from the
Southern Africa Customs Union (SACU) and the impaicexternal
factors on the domestic economy requires that wignakhe
expenditure outlook to the revenue outlook and tenging
macroeconomic environment. Consistent with the-Meédr Budget
Policy Framework, this Budget further proposes tliscal
consolidation stance over the MTEF.

* We have to contend with the widening twin deficiegarding the
budget deficit and the current account deficit assault of shocks on
revenue and the weakening of the external trad@igmos The fiscal
consolidation framework will seek to reduce the geiddeficit over
the MTEF in order to stabilize growth in public delts pro-growth
dimension supports interventions to help lift toroar's growth
potential of the economy. However, more structypalicies to
improve the productive and export-oriented capacftghe economy
are needed to buttress the external position dwemntedium to long-
term.

* We had to contend with declining levels of interoiadl reserves as a

consequence of negative trade balances, with eseeaching as low
as 1.3 months of import coverage in October 204/ have been able

375



25 February 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON SCHLETTWEIN

to raise reserve levels above the internationattweark level of three
months of import cover, thanks to timely intervens.

Honourable Speaker, we made notable progress ires&ldg some of
these challenges. We have been able to earn &mid wmur sovereign
credit rating and implement policy advice from thérticle IV
Consultations, thanks to our common commitmentmplément timely
and credible policy measures to mitigate downsislesrto our economy.
Through this Budget, we reiterate our commitment address the
sovereign credit risks and implement policy measwet forth in the
ratings recommendations.

Honourable Speaker, this Budget and the Medium-t&xpenditure

Framework provide resources and funding strategmed at tackling the
structural challenges that affect the developmetgrgial of our economy
and improving the welfare of Namibians in an inclesand sustainable
manner. It is a consolidation Budget with a provgth dimension.

As such:-

* Overall allocations to Education and Health Secawsvell as Social
Welfare Programmes are scaled-up to guard agdipgiages in the
provision of services. This was still possible hit the reduced
overall expenditure ceiling.

e Social Safety Nets are strengthened, consisteiht thvé commitments
announced in the Financial Year 2015/2016 Budget;

* Unproductive capital expense is reduced, while pctide
development infrastructure allocations are maim@dinunder the
Development Budget and the priority infrastructymejects under
various Public Enterprises

* Continued investment in the maintenance of Law ander and
democratic governance is made to safeguard peacstaility; and
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* Government contractual and statutory commitments rasourced,
providing assurance to meet these commitments.

More importantly, Honourable Speakénot everything that counts can
be counted, and not everything that can be coumtahts.” More
funding, therefore, does not necessarily guaragteater success. Policy
reforms, innovation, integrity of institutions, @mhal efficiency and
implementation capacity are critical determinartsuccessful outcomes
and accelerated results. This should form the rdaiiming strategy for
Offices/Ministries and Agencies in this new parawaligf executing our
sectoral mandates

Honourable Speaker, before | proceed to the speeitments of the
Medium-Term Budget Policy stance and budget allonat allow me to
highlight the economic context under which this getdand MTEF come
into operation.

This Budget is presented against the backdrop ghlyiuneven and
fragile global economic growth. Global economiowth is estimated at
3.1% in 2015, representing a slowdown from the gnovate of 3.4%
witnessed in 2014. The International Monetary F@iMF) projects a
pickup in the growth trajectory to 3.4% in 2016 &6% by 2017.

However, considerable asymmetry and downside ftiggilunderpin this
growth trajectory. While growth for the Advancedcdaomies is
projected to be firmer and more broad-based, Emgrdiarkets and
Developing Economies, which account for about 7écg@ of global
growth continue to face a more challenging outlook.

Three transition forces underpin the growth protpéor this group of
economies. These are in regard to the normalisafiononetary policy in
the World’s largest economy, the United States mieAca, the slowdown
and internal rebalancing in the World’s second éatgeconomy, China,
and the prevailing lower prices across a broadearigommodities.

The combined effect of these factors has triggestdctapital outflows
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from Emerging Markets and Developing Economies stmarp volatilities
in Financial and Capital Markets across the gloineluding excess
volatility in exchange rates and currencies, withplications on the
external position and sovereign debt financing tpowsi for these
economies.

Indeed, Namibia is no exception to these developsneifhe Namibian
Dollar, through the currency peg mechanism as wsllthe domestic
interest rate environment has not been spared fthese excess
volatilities.

The Sub-Saharan African region has also taken ackkrfoom the

generalized slowdown in Emerging Markets economiksfact, the soft
landing for the Chinese economy has resulted imehnharder landing for
Sub-Saharan African economies through the tradernsia

Closer to home, the South African economy, whiclelgsely linked to
Namibia through strong trade, monetary and findri@a, is projected to
grow at a rate of about 0.9% in 2016, which represa further slowdown
from 1.3% in 2015. This low growth trend for theugh African economy
holds negative implications for Namibia throughd&aand financial
linkages as well as revenue derived from SACU.

Honourable Speaker, the above developments in ltdi®lgand regional
economies have inescapable direct and indirect ecpuesices for our
economy.

Domestic economic growth for 2015 is estimated .&24 reflecting a
deceleration from the growth rate of 6.4 percerstgwd in 2014. This is
lower than the 5.7% growth rate anticipated in pinevious Budget, as
well as the revised 5.1 percent envisaged in thek- Y¥éiar Budget Review.
However, this pace of growth mirrors the historiaskerage growth rate
for Namibia and signals a readjustment from the nbogears of
expansionary fiscal and monetary policies. It igasadigm which calls
for supportive policy and structural reforms in thedium-term to realise
a more robust and inclusive growth trajectory.
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On the demand side, high investment especiallizfenMinerals and Retall
Sectors normalised as most of the recent InvestrReojects reached
completion stage. Final consumption demand aldtersed, reflecting
effects of monetary and Fiscal Policy tightenindqiles export growth
moderated, mainly due to subdued commodity priceshe Minerals
Sector.

On the supply side, mining output for some of ttgancommodities was
weaker due to low prices and weak external deméamdhytogether with
the effects of the drought in the Agricultural Sectresulted in the
estimated reduction in output from the primary isidies. On the other
hand, activity in the secondary and tertiary indastlent support to
growth during 2015, though retail growth slowednfreecent high rates as
growth in credit extension began to subside.

Honourable Speaker, domestic inflationary condgiorere stable during
2015, with consumer price inflation reaching ite/ést level since 2010 at
3.4%, thanks to lower oil prices and its concontitpositive effects on
transport related cost prices.

However, the effects of high household credit esitgm and Monetary
Policy normalisation in major economies as weltastinued weakening
of the South African Rand in 2015, necessitateddymh domestic
Monetary Policy tightening by a cumulative 75 bgsmnts to date since
February 2015.

Through the Mass Urban Land Servicing and the Ma&sising
Programmes, we are tackling the prime cause ot pggralation in the
Housing Sector.

Currency depreciation is expected to drive up theepevel of imported
goods in the coming months, which will combine withought-related
food price increases to lead to higher inflation.

Honourable Speaker, one of the macro-fiscal stratthallenges that we
should overcome in the medium to long-term is theersal of the twin
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deficits for the Budget and the current account.

There have been positive developments in this degalfhe Overall

Balance of Payments returned to a surplus of N$#lién during 2015,

compared to a deficit of N$1.8 billion in 2014. i§kvas primarily due to
the capital and financial account surplus from Eweobond issuance in
the last quarter of 2015. The current accountdefidened further to an
estimated 9.7% of GDP, from 8.8% in 2014, as a egusnce of a
negative trade balance. This is to say that meastos improve the
productive and exporting capacity of the economgt anstronger fiscal
balance should assume policy prominence duringiseing period.

Honourable Speaker, for the greater part of 20 hawve had to contend
with decreasing levels of foreign internationalemes to as low as 1.3
months of import cover, seen against the internatibenchmark of three
months of import coverage. Significantly high imgoof machinery and
luxury goods continued to erode the reserves sthokv levels of official
reserves constitute sovereign credit rating weaknes

As such, Government has utilized a portion of theoBond issuance last
year in combination with Rand denominated domestget swap in order
to defend the reserve position. Through this ugrtion, we have been
able to rebuild the reserves to 3.4 months of impover. In absence of
this timely intervention, the reserves would haeerbbelow one month of
coverage by this date. Going forward, there isfidence that export
growth from the major investment undertakings ie tining Sector,
supported by domestic policy response, will forraustainable basis for
enhancing the external position.

Honourable Members, with respect to the exchange, raee have
witnessed excess volatility during 2015 and theryealate. The South
African Rand, to which the Namibia Dollar is pegged parity, has
depreciated against the US Dollar by over 30% sfaeptember 2015.
The sharp depreciation of the Rand reflects extevohtilities in the

international financial markets, subdued commogitiges and economic
challenges in South Africa.
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The deterioration in the currency has immediate lizapons for our
economy. While depreciation confers competitivenes the Exporting
Sector, it has immediate effects on raising sogereilebt and debt
servicing as well as a higher import bill and, amgently, inflationary
costs.

Honourable Speaker, | am aware that there have beigad public
reactions regarding the relevance of the currergytp the South African
Rand. Let me use this opportunity to reassurepth#ic that due to the
significant trade linkages, the currency peg to 8wth African Rand
remains a relevant policy and a credible anchatomhestic price stability
and trading for Namibia. Such relevance only getsded if imported
inflation and excess volatility becomes a permanecturrence and
fundamental macroeconomic imbalances emerge.

Government’s borrowing strategy continues to prambdmestic capital
market developments. During 2015, a total amodinti$6.1 billion or
some 63.0% of the expected borrowing requiremeats sourced locally,
with concerns about tight liquidity levels in retat to placements on
bonds and treasury bills being evident. As sucé,rest of the financing
requirements, mainly the US$750 million and R870iom were sourced
from the international market and the Johannesltiigck Exchange
listing. Out of the proceeds of the EurobondnigtiuS$250 was used to
finance Development Budget spending, US$300 millias set aside to
defend the reserve position and will serve as acsofor Eurobond debt
servicing, while US$190 million was set aside fimahcing the deficit in
the coming year.

This recourse to international funding sources destrates clearly the
importance of Namibia’s diversification in terms débt instruments.
Further prudent management of public finances andmeasured
consolidation in the coming MTEF will safeguard thmuntry’s

investment grade credit rating, allow for the fisspace needed to fund
policy priorities and to respond quickly to futleeonomic developments.

Honourable Speaker, in terms of the regional irstegn agenda, progress
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has been achieved to unlock gridlocks in revivimg SACU institutional
arrangements. The meetings of SACU institutiomaliés are expected to
return to normalcy, with the decisive SACU Coumnetireat scheduled for
April this year.

Namibia believes that SACU has an important rolpl&y as the engine of
regional integration and industrialization. We ibe¢ that SACU
revenues are currently broadly shared in a mamagréflects the realities
of the SACU economies.

In regard to SADC, the Tripartite Free Trade Agreambetween and
among the Common Market for Eastern and SouthencaA{COMESA),
East African Community (EAC) and the Southern AdricDevelopment
Community (SADC) was launched in June 2015. ThreeHrrade Area is
an opportunity for unlocking intra-African tradéNamibia thus needs to
establish a market share in this greater contiherdading arrangement,
while improving her productive capacity.

Honourable Speaker, following a protracted peridd resolving the
outstanding issues the EU-SADC-EPA negotiations ehaleen
successfully concluded. The Partnership Agreenseakpected to come
into force early this year.

It should be recalled that Namibia had only iniéd| but not signed the
SADC-EU Agreement nearly a decade ago. As a natienraised and
persisted on matters of domestic industrial develaqt, which were not
fully addressed in the Agreement. This is esphlcial regard to infant
industry protection, taxes to promote industriatelepment and the Most
Favoured Nation clauses. It is pleasing to not &l SADC Member
States, which had ratified the Agreement by thexd joined forces in a
constructive engagement with the EU for an all-emgassing Agreement.
Together with other SADC Member States, we havesgiled in our

negotiated settlement and now look forward to yatd the Agreement.

Honourable Speaker, the Mid-Year Budget Review iolexy details of the
revenue and expenditure execution in respect tonthst recent actual
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year as well as estimates for the current year.e ftal revenue for
2014/2015 stood at N$49.93 billion, this being 4.8wer than the
budgeted revenue, but a 19.1% increase from thegueyear.

The preliminary revenue outturn for the Financiaay 2015/2016 is
estimated at N$56.76 billion, which is 4.6% lowdrann the Budget
estimates of N$58.44 billion, due to adjustmentsdioortfalls from the
previous year and a lower than anticipated econawtiwity.

Total spending for the Financial Year 2014/2015 anted to N$58.70
billion, reflecting a spending rate of 97.5%, comguato 98.2% in the
previous year. Operational Expenditure ExecutiateRvas 97.5%, and
the Corresponding Utilisation Rate for the Develepin Budget was
90.1%.

For the Financial Year 2015/2016, total expenditoyeMid-February is
estimated at N$53.08 billion, representing 79.1%haf N$67.08 billion
Budget. This comprised 80.8 execution rate for r@penal Budget and
71.6% for the Development Budget. The Mid-Yeappropriation

Amendment Billproposed a reallocation of N$4.01 billion withimda
across programmes and maintained the overall expeadceiling of

N$67.08 billion. It is expected that the BudgeteExtion Rate would
approximate historical spending rates by the enti@financial Year.

For the Financial Year 2014/2015, the Budget baastood at a deficit of
6.0% of GDP, an upward revision from the 5.5% buteldeleficit, given
the shortfalls in revenue as a result lower econognowth outturn. A
similar trend prevailed during Financial Year 2@8/6, with downward
adjustments in revenue, as announced in the Mid-Beaget Review.
Sufficient financing has been secured during thar ye fully fund this
deficit level and no funding shortfall is experiedc However, a policy
stance to reduce the Budget deficit and stabilimsvth in public debt is
necessary.

As a result of increasing financing needs, thel td&bt stock has risen
from N$35.95 billion in Financial Year 2014/2018,an estimated
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N$59.79 billion by the end of Financial Year 20X8/8 and stands now at
about 37% of GDP. While this level of debt is wedllow the median of
40% for Namibia’s sovereign rating peer group ofBBpBit is, in effect,
estimated to have exceeded the national cap of 8b%he current
Financial Year. The fiscal consolidation stanceppised in this Budget
and MTEF is aimed at stabilising this growth in jeildebt and bringing
the proportion of public debt within the threshtddel.

The depreciation of the Namibian Dollar in receémes has increased
debt servicing cost for the foreign debt portfolidotal interest payments
have increased to N$3.13 billion in Financial Ye&#15/2016, from
N$2.52 billion in Financial Year 2014/2015. Asatio of revenue, debt
servicing stood at 5.5% by Financial Year 2015/204h6ile contingent
liabilities is estimated at 3.8% of GDP in Finah&i@ar 2015/2016, both
of which are below the ceilings of 10% of revennd &DP respectively.

Honourable Speaker, the Government Accountabiligpd®t gives a
detailed account of achievements by Votes and Bnogres. | will rely
on my Cabinet Colleagues to expand on the key wehents by
Programmes under their institutional mandate during Committee
Stage.

Let me now to turn to the details of the Finandiabr 2016/2017 Budget
and the Medium-Term outlook.

Honourable Speaker, in spite of a particularly k&mging external
economic and financial landscape, our economy agepted to grow by
4.3% in 2016. This growth trajectory is furtheojacted to improve to
5.9% by 2017 and average around 4.9% over the MTEFpite of
headwinds from the subdued regional economic andandial
environment, weak commaodity prices and subduectteayironment.

These projected growth rates are above global gesrand consistent
with historical performance of our economy. Itaiggrowth outlook that
outstrips the projected Sub-Saharan Africa avegagerth levels of 4.1%
over the Medium Term.
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On the demand side, increased exports from thexr@oeestment projects
in the Minerals Sector as well as steady Privatetddenvestment are
expected to anchor the growth outlook.

On the supply side, increased output from the Mjrfdector is expected
to lead recovery in the primary sector, amidst ddgerse impact of the
poor rainfall conditions in the Agricultural Sectdue to the prevailing El
Nifilo event affecting the Southern African sub-regicContinued growth
in the tertiary industries is also expected to supghe outlook, as tourism
benefits from the depreciation of the Namibia Dolad the Logistics
Sector is boosted by new port infrastructure. ther coming Financial
Year, the gradual pace of fiscal consolidation destrates Government’s
commitment to growth-friendly Fiscal Policy, to ien the tapering off
of boom cycles in the Construction and Retail S&cto

Revenue for the 2016/2017 Budget Year is projeeteN$57.84 billion,
an increase of 2% over the previous year, givensttep reduction in
SACU receipts. For the MTEF, revenue is projededncrease at a
moderate pace of about 7.2%, to reach N$69.82hilliy the end of the
MTEF or about 27.5% of GDP. This projected anngialwth rate in
revenue is lower than the actual average growitboiit 14.0% observed
in the last three years due to the projected dechinrSACU revenues and
an adverse external environment.

The major drag and significant risk for revenuevgtois the projected
reduction of SACU revenues, on account of lowemghooutlook for the
South African economy. In the coming Financial i¥ddamibia has to
repay a total of N$2.96 billion back to the SACUn@non Revenue Pool
due to the deficit experienced in the Pool as alres the factors |

alluded to above and ex-ante payments made to Merdbates.

Continued implementation of domestic tax policy aadministrative
reform agenda as well as the industrial developmaapacity will

contribute to increasing the increasing contributod revenue from own
source.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | tablerbgfou a N$66.00
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billion Budget, equivalent to 34.9% of GDP. Thispenditure outlay
represents a 1.6% reduction from the previous gedandget and a 7.3%
cut from the indicative ceiling for Financial Ye2016/2017 proposed in
the previous MTEF.

Of this N$66.00 Budget, the total non-interest exjieire for 2016/2017
amounts to N$61.12 billion, a reduction from N$&3.dillion in
2015/2016 and averaging around N$64.91 billion dlierMTEF, in line
with the fiscal consolidation stance.

Over the MTEF period, total expenditure is proposedncrease by an
average of 3.8% annually, ushering in a periodsziad consolidation over
the entire MTEF, in line with the proposed politsirse.

The key levers for fiscal consolidation are the sessential Operational
Expenditure items such as materials and suppliessistence travel,
overtime, furniture and office equipment and vedsclas well as the
postponement of other non-productive capital spendn office buildings
in respect of the Development Budget. Thus, noerast Operational
Expenditure for Financial Year 2016/2017 is redulbgdN$106.9 million

relative to its Financial Year 2015/2016 level, lwhihe Development
Budget in respect of non-productive undertakingseuced by N$1.99
billion.

Interest payments, which represent the Governmbhgations to debt
servicing, are budgeted at N$4.88 billion in Finah¥ear 2016/2017 or
some 8.5% of revenue, seen against the statutprgfcE0% of revenue.

Non-Interest Operational Expenditure for the Budget@r is set at
N$52.06 billion or 27.5 percent of GDP, represemtan 0.1% nominal
reduction over the previous Financial Year andngknto consideration
Government contractual commitments, remuneratignsaients and the
provision of critical public services.

The recent trend in growth in remuneration expemditand related
Budget subdivisions has been a cause for cond#fhilst these categories
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of expenditure support gainful employment and opputies for many
Namibians, we must seek to ensure that recurrepergiture is not
funded in the long-term at the expense of otherlipubvestments to
improve the productive capacity of the economy.

In this regard, and in keeping with Government’'matdtment to ensuring
that all Public Institutions become more effectimewhat they do; more
efficient in how they do things; and, more economit¢he use of Public
Funds, a realignment of growth of remuneration exgare in line with
inflation is currently under consideration. We gm@posing that any
Public Sector wage increases should be capped ntaxamum of the
annual inflation rate. We would further proposattthere should be no
net increase in the current size of the civil ssrvi Both of these
proposals should remain in place for the MTEF.

As part of the consolidation stance, the Develognm@ndget is also
reduced, but such cuts mainly lie in the postpomgroéthe construction
of office blocks for various Offices, Ministries érAgencies which are
non-productive investments. Taking into considerathese effects, the
total Development Budget has been reduced to N4€lién in Financial
Year 2016/2017 and rises moderately over the MTieFeach N$11.01
billion by Financial Year 2018/2019.

In addition to the Development Budget allocationddpetary allocations
are made under the Operational Budget for targeteusfers to Public
Enterprises for investment in strategic infrastuoetprojects. Among the
key off-budget infrastructure projects are railwegrks, the rehabilitation
of several national road projects, energy and watdrastructure

development projects.

Going forward, Government must seek a better algmmof the
Development Budget to our economic priorities, Istdalisation Policy
and our Growth at Home Strategy. This alignmenubdcfurther be
optimized through leveraging local sourcing requieats, PPPs,
improved Namibian ownership and the developmentvallie chains
across the development initiatives.
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Honourable Speaker, in line with the projected neseand consolidated
expenditure outlook for the MTEF, the Budget defisiprojected at 4.3%
of GDP in the Budget Year and is expected to avwweragund 3.0% over
the MTEF. For Policy consistency purposes, thiccdeutlook trajectory
defines the fiscal consolidation path over the MTE$ a means to
stabilize growth of the public debt.

Total debt is now estimated at about 37% of GDBr the Financial Year
2016/2017, this proportion is projected to reduc84.6% and is forecast
to average around 30.6% over the MTEF, thanks &o dbnsolidation
phase and better improvements in the pace of edonactivity. Given
the downside risks to growth and revenue, continmedsures to curtail
significant growth in public expenditure will augwell with the lasting
effects of stabilising public debt levels withineththreshold of 35%.
Within this framework, no significant additionalgenditure is anticipated
over the next two years.

In nominal terms, total debt is projected to insee#o N$63.73 billion in
the Financial Year 2016/2017, from N$61.32 billion Financial Year
2015/2016, and to average around N$68.22 billioer ske MTEF. This
forecasted annual growth in public debt is offsgtabrelatively healthy
Year-on-Year growth in nominal GDP.

Government intends to finance the substantial carapbof the deficit
from the domestic and regional capital marketsntidgent liabilities are
projected to increase to an average around 9% therMTEF, as
Government extends support to SOEs for projechfiimay on the strength
of their balance sheets.

Honourable Speaker, reasserting a credible pathhrsustainability of
public finances is but one objective of the Budtett | lay before this
Honourable House. The growth and social developnu@mension,

which comes about by virtue of deliberately dinegtincreasingly scarce
resources to the priority areas of national develemt, is yet another
important objective.
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These overarching pillars of the Medium-Term Pofiogus, resonate well
with our national development goals and constitheekey levers for the
transition to the Fifth National Development Plan.

Let me now give a synopsis of the main budgetaoyipions made in this
Budget and over the MTEF.

The Budget proposes an allocation of 22.2% of totah-interest
expenditure or some N$13.56 billion to the Econoamd Infrastructure
Sectors, for investment in growth enhancing infragtre, including in
the Logistics, Water and Energy Sectors. OverMA&F, this allocation
amounts to as much as N$44.75 billion, equivaler23.0% of total non-
interest expenditure. A non-interest expenditwsetatal expenditure
minus debt servicing.

In addition, an amount of N$17.23 billion is allted as targeted
subsidies and other current transfers to Publicefpnses for targeted
development of key national infrastructure projects

The key projects are the rehabilitation of the oradl railway, the on-
going expansion of the Port of Walvis Bay, sevei@ional roads, water
infrastructure, the Mass Housing Programme anceaszd funding to the
Public Financial Institutions for Private Sectorppart and SME
development.

Honourable Speaker, over 46% of total non-interespenditure is
allocated to the Social Sectors to protect and avgion the achievements
we have made in the areas of Education, Healthef®o¥radication and
Social Welfare as well as the Housing Sector. Thuttal of N$28.53
billion is allocated to the Social Sector in Fingahc¢Year 2016/2017 and
an average of N$91.41 billion over the MTEF.

Honourable Speaker, these are substantial allesatiovhich, in

themselves, do not buy success. Efficiency gamasimprovement in the
guality of outcomes are increasingly needed tazeafalue for money.
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» Education is the largest recipient of this allooatiwith a combined
allocation of N$16.20 billion in the Budget YeardaN$52.28 billion
over the MTEF,;

e Out of this allocation, the Ministry of Basic Edtica, Arts and
Culture receives N$12.79 billion in the Budget Year79.0% of the
total allocation to the Education Sector.

 The Ministry of Higher Education, Training and Imadion gets
N$3.41 billion in the Budget Year and N$11.48 bifli over the
MTEF. Access to Tertiary Education will be furtlexpanded through
formula-based funding, increased financial asst&ao students and
funding for innovation, Research and Developmemnwels as facilities
for vocational training;

e The Old Age Pension grant is increased by an aaditiN$100.00 to
N$1,100.00 per month. The MTEF allocations makavigion for an
additional N$100.00 per month in the next Budgét this level of
Grants;

* Our Senior Citizens are placed above the natiomay line, making
the grants an effective and credible shield agapsterty and
vulnerability;

» A total amount of N$7.23 billion is allocated tetMinistry of Health
and Social Services for the coming Financial Yeasame N$22.17
billion over the MTEF for the provision of healtbrgices and related
facilities. We also intend to bring about effiobgn in the
administration of PSEMAS through the introductioh ao biometric
card system.

The Public Safety Sector is allocated an amouni$£3.01 billion for
Financial Year 2016/2017, and some N$41.02 bilimmade available
over the MTEF, representing the continued investmerPeace, Public
Safety and Rule of Law.
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A total allocation of N$6.03 billion is made to tReiblic Administration
Sector to support effective governance and efftcaministration of the
Public Sector and functional realignments to tlmecstire of Government.
Over the MTEF, this allocation amounts to N$17.5koin.

An amount of N$200 million is allocated to the dogency Provision for
the Budget Year and N$278 million for the followiygar to cater for
unforeseen emergencies such as drought relief Hreso In respect of
the previous Financial Year, a total of N$499,2%ion was allocated to
the Contingency Fund and the total amount has beemmitted. | have
distributed the information regarding the use @& Brovision in the last
Financial Year, and that table indicates the commeitts up to mid-
February this year.

Honourable Speaker, doing more with less requinas e implement
administrative, structural and policy reforms toke&fficiency gains and
optimize outcomes. It is, therefore, important tingplementation of key
policy reforms is accelerated in various Sectorthefeconomy under the
mandate of Offices, Ministries and Agencies.

In regard to Tax Policy, the following measuresmeoof which were
announced previously, will be undertaken duringBoieget year and over
the MTEF:-.

* We will proceed to finalize the approval and impétation process
of the environmental and export taxes to promotenekiic value
addition as previously announced;

* Increasing the fuel levy administered under ScheduylPart 5 of the
Customs and Excise AcfThis is a fuel levy duty which is different
from the National Energy Fund levy and it has reradiconstant since
1998.

» The work to assess the feasibility of a presumptase on Informal
Sector, develop the Double-Taxation Agreement paia
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increasingly leverage international tax cooperabarmatters of illicit
trade flows and transfer pricing will continue airten to finality;

« The Customs Bill which seeks to domesticate redionad
international best practices is at legal draftitape and it is one of the
legislative Amendments due for tabling this year;

* We will continue to finalise the consultation onettproposed
introduction of Solidarity Tax during the course tbE coming year,
with the view to develop the tax proposal. While Wwave made
progress to reduce income inequalities from tha Gaoeffient of 0.70
to 0.597 by 2009/2010, Namibia remains one of thentries with
significantly high income inequalities with hightpncentrated wealth.

The Solidarity Tax will be a progressive, redigsttibe tax which will
contribute to the reduction of income inequalitiesd take into
consideration the income levels and the abilitpay. Thus, it is not a
tax base-broadening measure, but a redistribudixevith a relatively
high tax threshold.

As | have stated, the proceeds of the tax will @aedo a designated
fund which attracts a separate audit and Parliaangrdpproval. |
have established a Task Team that will also corapndependent tax
experts to formulate a White Paper on the spet@fcgproposal and its
modalities. This concept Paper will form the bdsisfinalising the
consultations and formulating the tax proposal.

* We will proceed with strengthening the provisions ffecovery of tax
debts, deploy the new Integrated Tax System andemmnt the
transitional modalities for the establishment oSami-Autonomous
Revenue Agency.

Honourable Speaker, Members of the House, takitg &wcount sales
volumes and targets set for the total tax burdensespective excisable
commodities, the following Sin Tax percentage iases have been
agreed upon to become applicable retrospectively @ffect from 24
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February 2016 as is required under the SACU Agre¢me

* Malt Beer 8.5%

* Unfortified Wine 8.0%

* Fortified Wine 6.7 %

e Sparkling Wine 8.0%

» Ciders and Alcoholic Fruit Beverages 8.5%
* Spirits 8.2 %

» Cigarettes 6.7 %

» Cigarette tobacco 6.8 %
* Pipe tobacco 7.0%
» Cigars 6.7 %

These amended rates of duty are set out in mowmal getthe Taxation
Proposal which | am tabling today in terms of Swttb5(1) of the
Customs and Excise Ac998 and which will be deemed to have come
into operation as from midnight the®4f February 2016. A Government
Notice to this effect will be tabled in the Natibmgssembly within the
period prescribed in Section 65(8) of the Act.

Honourable Speaker, in the realm of Public Finakzmagement, we
have made progress on some of the key reforms.

* A Mid-Year Budget Review was introduced in Novemlaest year, as
a measure to enhance allocative efficiency and cinjgreater
transparency into the budget process.

e The Public Procurement Bill was tabled in this H®usand
subsequently enacted. The Ministry is now progegdyith the
finalisation of the regulations;

» The Public Private Partnership Legislation is navegal drafting and
certification stage for tabling in Parliament tlysar. This legislation
is destined to play a catalytic role in leveragimivate Sector funding
and efficiencies and thus mitigating public finad@bligations.
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» The Ministry of Finance is working closely with thdinistry of
Justice and Law Reform and Development Commissian tloe
drafting of a new Public Finance Management Biliata will amend
and modernize the present datate Finance Act.

* We intent to roll-out the Public Expenditure Revigwspecially in the
social and welfare-related sectors to, among ditegs, support the
formulation and targeting of interventions for payeeradication and
social protection; and

* An Asset Management Policy for the management bfipuassets is
being developed and this will be finalized durihg toming Financial
Year

Honourable Speaker, the Financial Sector is a kéglyst for investment
and wealth creation through its intermediation wote provision of access
to finance. Several policy reforms have beenateti to elevate the role
of the Sector in the economy. Most of these refoanme being undertaken
within the framework of the Financial Sector Stggteand the Financial
Sector Charter.

* In the Banking Financial Sector, | intend to taBimendments to the
Banking Institutions Acwith the view to improving the supervisory
regime, especially in respect of microfinance aadosd-tier banks,
provisions for financial stability as well as protimg Namibian
ownership in the Sector; and

* Loan-to-Value regulations will be introduced inpest of acquisition
of secondary residences, as a measure to limiithdils’ exposure to
credit risk and price escalation especially intthasing market.

National consultations on the New Equitable Ecomofmpowerment
Framework (NEEEF) are now underway under the OfGteéhe Prime
Minister. The Empowerment Provisions proposecha Eramework will
provide the necessary catalyst for more Namibiarnmtticipate in
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mainstream economic activity and support the Fir@nSector
Development Agenda.

TheFinancial Institutions and Markets Bilthe NAMFISA Billand the
Financial Adjudicator Billare at legal drafting stage and will bring
about better supervision and adjudication standamdshis multi-
billion Sector. In the meantime, a substantialybofiregulations and
market standards have been drafted in preparation the
implementation of these regulatory reforms;

The Micro-Lending Amendment Bithnd theNASRIA Bill are also
proposed for tabling to this House, once the gedtifon process is
finalised; and

We have started with industry consultations on Ameendments to
Regulation 28, Regulation 15 and Regulation 29noreg others, lift
the domestic asset requirement threshold from #9 8f total assets
to between 40% and 50% over the MTEF period. Tagulatory

measure will support the National Development Go#ds the

mobilisation of domestic savings to fund local emmic development;
and

Government will develop proposals for the partiatimg of some of
the Public Enterprises on the Namibian Stock ExghafNSX) and
assessing the feasibility of listing an infrastuwetbond on NSX.

Honourable Speaker, these are only some of theypotieasures and
interventions. Sectoral policy and legislativeorais aimed at improving
the general business environment the spectrumeofPilblic Sector are
also being spearheaded under the various O/M/As.

The budgetary allocations and other policy intetvenmeasures set out
in this Budget represent the Government's resoloe atldress the
socioeconomic challenges that we face in a mogetad manner.

Honourable Speaker, there is, therefore, moreiscBhdget than the
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tightening of the fiscal purse. The Budget givespg to maintain the
provision of essential services. It calls for geeaesource prioritization
and quality of spending which Offices, MinistriesdaAgencies have to
embrace.

Let me extend my gratitude to the Minister of Ecmio Planning and
Director General of the National Planning Commissamd his staff for
his supportive role throughout the Budget formolatprocess.

| thank the Governor of the Bank of Namibia and bktaff for the
stewardship of the Banking Sector and for routiokcy coordination and
initiative. Equally, |1 thank NAMFISA for the stémg efforts and the
regulatory reforms to improve supervision and coamge in the non-
Banking Financial Sector.

| am indebted to my Deputy Minister of Finance, Horable Natangue
Ithete for the all-round support in the day-to-dayecution of our
mandated responsibility. | thank my Permanent &aecy, Madam Ericah
Shafudah, the Management and the Budget Team aMthestry of
Finance for the hard work and selfless efforts tksyon the preparation
and finalisation of this Budget. | equally extemy sincere gratitude to
the staff of the Receiver of Revenue and Commissiaf Customs and
Excise and their staff for the revenue managemedtcallection activity
which enables the State to increasingly fund theioggonomic
development needs of the country.

Honourable Speaker, | will be remiss of me if | diot express our sincere
appreciation for the financial and technical suppgr continue to receive
from our development partners. These have gomsm@ Wway to make a
meaningful impact on the lives of ordinary Namilgan

Honourable Speaker and Members of the National /Abke a renowned
economist, Joseph Stiglitz, said that, and | quetémacroeconomic
policy can never be devoid of politics: it involMesdamental trade-offs
and affects different groups differently.”
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We are experiencing such trade-offs vividly, hermmg emphasis on
stability and inclusivity and pro-poor policies famprosperous Namibia.

In this Budget, we have undertaken to:-

Strengthen macroeconomic fundamentals as a bakiadeterm fiscal
sustainability and the sustained funding of intatians to grow the
economy.

This Budget marks a firm commencement of the FiStaisolidation
Programme that curtails the negative effects ofessive budgetary
expansion and fiscal austerity.

It inspires confidence in the future, by placingcal operations on a
long-term sustainable path, fund growth-enhancmfgastructure and
Social Development Programmes. The priorities aludation and

Skills Development, the provision of Health Sergiceand

Infrastructure Development are retained.

The Budget allows the Government to meet its firgEnoperations
and contractual obligations, without compromisiegvece delivery to
all Namibians.

We are committed to the improvement of social welféghrough
Poverty Eradication Programmes and better safatgystems.

The institution of performance contracts is an addéecet through
which accountability for the resources allocated #@n effective use
are monitored.

Through this Budget, we strike a fine balance betwgrowth and
fiscal consolidation. The country’s growth ou#os reasonably
robust in relation to regional and global averagége can, therefore,
look forward to the future with confidence.

Honourable Members, targeted resource allocatiopgwals have been
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made. What matters is effective implementation apdults-based
management and we need to act decisively. | thak ®r your support
and insights going forward.

| conclude my 2016 Budget Statement with a quatenfthe renowned
African American Athlete Jesse Owens. He saftlVe all have dreams,
but in order to make dreams come into reality,aites an awful lot of
determination, dedication, self-discipline and dffo We will need all of
these attributes in the years ahead if we are temM&mibia the country
we all desire to see.

It is now my distinguished honour to submit for yotavourable
consideration theAppropriation Bill 2016/2017, the Estimates of
Revenue, Income and Expenditure and the 2016/2012018/2019
MTEF. | thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you, Honourable Minister. You have been
given sufficient homework over the coming days armkks. Yes, | will
call on Honourable Maamberua.

HON MAAMBERUA : Thank you, Comrade Speaker. | am not making
any intervention as far as the contributions anecemed. | just have an
observation, which 1 think is critically importanhefore we move
forward.

In terms of theAppropriation Bill that we have before us, it is written here
that; “subject to the State Finance Act the amounts afiegashown in the
schedulé — that is this paper here “are appropriated for the financial
requirements of the State during the Financial Yeading 31 March
2017, as a charge to the State Revenue Fund.”

This schedule that we have before us has a totd$61 billion, yet in his
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Statement, the Minister is referring to N$66 bilioDuring the Statement
of the Minister | tried to add up these figureshwihis small gadget of
mine and | am not getting the same total. | wdikd to suggest to the
Ministry to recalculate these so that we can begureed with an amended
appropriation proposals. Thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: | am sure the Minister would like to quickly pesd
to that. Honourable Minister.

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. |
am surprised that the former Permanent Secretdfjnahce is asking this
guestion.

The discrepancy is that the N$61 billion appropriated Funds. The
remainder or the difference between N$61 billion &N66 billion are
what we callStatutory Expenseslt is deemed to be appropriated and,
therefore, it is not part of the Schedule.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | am assuming that the Honourable
Member is fully satisfied with the answer. Tharduywery much. Next
on my list is Honourable Muharukua.

HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable
Speaker, may | seek the indulgence of the Houseéjtmrn the Debate on
the Appropriation Billto Thursday, the8of March 20167
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HON SPEAKER: Any objection to that wise suggestion to allome to
digest the information? Any objection? Agreed to.

With that said and done, we will now revert to théher part of the
Business before the House, that being what weadistion Time

The first question on my list is that of Honouraban Wyk directed to
the Minister of Urban and Rural Development andDeputy Minister is
here. You have the Floor.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. We once again
thank Honourable Van Wyk for the question and bseaxf the nature of
this question, we do not want to answer while we siill busy with
consulting on this one — we will give him a promerswer in due time.
Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. The question is deferrdéde
move on to the second question. That questiorras fHonourable
Nauyoma directed to the Minister of Agriculture, ¥aand Forestry.
The Minister is not here. The Deputy Minister \&idable and ready to
respond. Yes, Honourable Minister.

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : Honourable Speaker, | am very sorry
to interrupt, but | am rising on a Point of Order.

Traditionally after the Budget Tabling, we adjouh® House because we
have to prepare for other things and | wanted tpheaker to consider
continuing with that tradition. Thank you.
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HON SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, you are absolutely righthad
that in mind. For the last couple of weeks, weeh&#een continuing
uninterruptedly, but | think we really need to gur ftea, and a well-
deserved cup of tea.

We do away with questions and the questions willaben up next week.
Let me ask the Right Honourable Prime Ministerdarn the House.

RT _HON PRIME MINISTER : Thank you very much, Honourable
Speaker. | propose that the House adjourns uexit week Tuesday, at
the usual time.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. The House stands adjourned
until next week Tuesday, at the usual time.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 16:20 UNTIL 2016.03.01 AT 14:30
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