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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: took the Chair and read the Prayer and
Affirmation.

ANNOUNCEMENT

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Members, I have the honour to
welcome all of you from a long recess, a very dry December and January.
We hope we will receive rain in February.

Today is the opening of Parliament. We are also blessed to have one of
our senior citizens, former President among us. Tafekulu Pohamba and
Meme Pohamba, please welcome. (Applause) The other dignitaries will
be properly welcomed by the Speaker.

Honourable Members, having said that, I wish to announce that today, the
13" of February 2019, His Excellency the President of the Republic of
Namibia, Dr Hage Geingob, will officially open the Ninth Session of the
Sixth Parliament of the Republic of Namibia.

Honourable Members, I will now suspend the Business of the House and
ask my Colleague, the Vice-Chairperson of the National Council,
Honourable Sibalatani, to go and invite His Excellency the President,
accompanied by the Speaker.

In the meantime, please remain standing until His Excellency the
President’s procession has entered the Chamber. So agreed.
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WELCOMING REMARKS

HON SPEAKER: Kindly be seated. As usual, we keep a minute or two
for the media to do what they are expected to do and then we will be
requesting them to give us time to get started. Thank you very much for
your understanding and cooperation.

We have now come to the point where we should get started. Your
Excellency Dr. Hage Gottfried Geingob, President of the Republic of
Namibia and First Lady, Madam Monica Geingos, Your Excellency
Nangolo Mbumba, Vice-President of the Republic of Namibia; Your
Excellency Hifikepunye Pohamba, former President of the Republic of
Namibia, and Madam Pohamba; Honourable Margaret Mensah-Williams,
Chairperson of the National Council and Mr Williams; Your Lordship
Justice Peter Shivute, Chief Justice; Honourable Members of Parliament;
Your Lordship Justice Petrus Damaseb, Deputy Chief Justice and
Members of the Judiciary; Your Worship Mr. Muesee Kazapua, Mayor of
the City of Windhoek; Your Excellences Ambassadors, High
Commissioners and Members of the Diplomatic Corps; Distinguished
Service Chiefs; Mrs. Rosemary Jane Katjavivi, my Dear Wife; Madame
Joan Guriras; Eminent Invited Guests; Members of the Media; Ladies and
Gentlemen;

Once again, the three Organs of State have come together, at this very
important event in keeping with the Constitution of the Republic.

Last week, we came together for the Opening of the Judicial Year. That
was extremely important and all of us were there.

I wish to thank Honourable Loide Kasingo, Deputy Speaker of the
National Assembly, for presiding over the first phase of today’s

proceedings.

On my own behalf and that of Honourable Margaret Mensah-Williams,
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Chairperson of the National Council, let me extend a warm welcome to
His Excellency Dr Hage Gottfried Geingob, President of the Republic of
Namibia, and the First Lady, Madame Monica Geingos and, of course, to
all our honoured guests who are so invited to witness this important
national event.

I also wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge the presence of three
Honourable Members of Parliament of the Republic of Kenya, present in
the Gallery. I wish they could indicate where they seated, so that we can
welcome them. You are welcome to Namibia. (4dpplause) Our dear
colleagues are here visiting us to network and exchange views on matters
of mutual interest. After all, Kenya and Namibia are very close partner
countries, otherwise we could be regarded as sister countries.

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, as we start the New Year 2019,
it is appropriate to acknowledge that 2018 was a busy year for many of us
here in the House, and very much so in your case, Comrade President.
Your daily routines at home have to take into account other duties that call
upon your time within the context of our global village.

This has become even more demanding since you assumed the
Chairmanship of the SADC, a position which we are proud that you hold,
bringing Namibian experience and knowledge to bear on regional and
continental issues. Such duties and engagements are essential in terms of
promoting our country in all aspects of national development and playing
our role on the world stage.

Comrade President, you will have noticed that our theme for the opening
of the 2019 Legislative Year is, “Promoting Integrity, Accountability and
Professionalism.” These are core values of Good Governance. Let me
briefly touch on this theme.

The issue of integrity is central to any Parliamentary democracy, because
Parliamentarians are the representatives of the people. By agreeing to
meet certain ethical criteria and by taking an oath, Members of the
Namibian Parliament commit themselves, in good conscience, to ethical
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behaviour.
Accountability

Parliament is mandated to hold the Executive to account in terms of its
powers and functions as stipulated in Article 63 of the Namibian
Constitution.

A Member of Parliament who executes oversight over other public
officials should also be accountable to the public, first and foremost.

Professionalism

This is at the core of the Public Service Amendment Act, 2012 (Act 6 of
2012) and the Public Service Staff Rules on Public Service Code of
Conduct, which underpin the conduct of civil servants in Namibia as a
whole. They are expected to display a high degree of professionalism in
the execution of their duties.

Integrity, Accountability and Professionalism are some of the Core Values
stipulated in the Strategic Plan of the National Assembly.

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, last year, 2018, 20 Bills were
passed by Parliament. This was over and above other important Business
that the Parliament dealt with during the course of that year.

So far, we already have 16 anticipated Bills that will come before the
House during the course of 2019. This number may increase during the
course of the year and we stand ready as Parliament to take all the
important Bills on as they come along.

Lastly, I would like to inform the Nation that the Namibian Parliament
and the Office of the Ombudsperson, congratulated the Namibian Nation
last week, on celebrating 29 years of Constitutionalism. We reaffirm our
dedication to ensure that, going forward, we enhance the observation of
Namibia’s Constitution Day, 9™ of February, and hope to do this in a
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special way. Comrade President, I do not need to tell much about the
Constitution as you presided as the Chairperson of the Drafting
Committee and it is something that you are familiar with, and we have
taken note of your own contribution to the marking of this important
national day. We need to continue to celebrate the adoption of our
Constitution and to remind our citizens that it is an important milestone in
the history of our country.

Having made these few remarks, I now request the President of the
Republic of Namibia, His Excellency Dr. Hage Gottfried Geingob, to
address Parliament. (dpplause)

OPENING ADDRESS

HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
NAMIBIA: Thank you. Please be seated. Mr. Speaker of the National
Assembly, Honourable Professor Peter Katjavivi and Madam Katjavivi;
Chairperson of the National Council, Honourable Margaret Mensah —
Williams and Mr. Williams; Prime Minister of the Republic of Namibia
and Leader of Government Business in the House, Right Honourable
Saara Kuugongelwa—Amadhila; Leader of the Official Opposition,
Honourable McHenry Venaani; Honourable Members of Parliament;
Vice-President of the Republic of Namibia, Comrade Nangolo Mbumba
and Madam Mbumba; Oh yes, I did not know that my former boss is here,
Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba and Madam Pohamba (4pplause) They
miss you (laughter) Your Lordship Peter Shivute, Chief Justice; Your
Lordship Petrus Damaseb, Deputy Chief Justice, Honourable Judges and
other Members of the Judiciary; Madam Monica Geingos, the First Lady
of the Republic of Namibia, which means she is married to me (laughter)
(applause) Honourable Laura McLeod-Katjirua, Governor of the
//Khomas Region; Your Worship Mr. Muesee Kazapua, Mayor of the City
of Windhoek; Distinguished Service Chiefs; Your Excellencies, Members
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of the Diplomatic Corps and all the visitors from the Parliament of the
sister Republic of Kenya, welcome; Members of the media; Ladies and
Gentlemen;

On February 5, 2019, I opened the first Decision-Making Cabinet Meeting
of the year, thereby marking the beginning of the work of the Executive
for the year 2019. At that meeting I called on all Cabinet Members to
strictly adhere to the principles of accountability while spearheading the
Business of the State.

On February 6, 2019, I officiated at the opening of the 2019 Legal Year,
thereby marking the beginning of the work of the Judiciary for the year
2019. During the opening, I stressed the importance of maintaining of
public confidence in our judicial system and that this starts by having a
judiciary that is free from improper influence from the other branches of
Government.

Today, we mark the Opening of the Ninth Session of the Sixth Parliament,
and the commencement of the work of Members of Parliament, under the
theme, “Promoting Integrity, Accountability and Professionalism.” We
find ourselves all under one roof, representing all three Organs of the
State. Although we all have to carry out specific functions, our being
together on this day is a symbol of our unity of purpose, our patriotism
and our unwavering commitment to developing Namibia into an
economically developed and prosperous Nation.

Parliament, as the legislative body of State, is the linchpin of our
Governance Architecture; carrying out critical functions such as
lawmaking, representation of the electorate and oversight of government
activities.

The execution of these vital functions and the responsibility of
representing the electorate, requires that parliamentarians should be

paragons of virtue.

Why are concepts such as integrity, accountability and professionalism
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pivotal to the function, not only of the Legislature, but all three Organs of
State? Meredith Edwards, in her paper The Trust Deficit - Concepts and
Causes of Low Public Trust in Governments, highlights their importance
by stating, “Trust in government has been identified as one of the most
important foundations upon which the legitimacy and sustainability of
political systems are built. Trust is essential for social cohesion and well-
being as it affects governments’ ability to govern and enables them to act
without having to resort to coercion. Consequently, it is an efficient
means of lowering transaction costs in any social, economic and political
relationship.”

Worryingly, we are living at a time in which there is a trust deficit
between the public and governments. The Organisation for Economic
Development and Corporation (OECD) indicates that during the last
decade, the world has witnessed a growing decline in trust among the
general public towards democratic institutions. Issues such as perceived
corruption are negatively affecting accountability and political credibility.
It is for this reason that I use the formula Accountability + Transparency
= Trust.

Our Parliament, as the primary symbol of our democracy, is an essential
element in our efforts to combat corruption and to promote integrity.

Oversight over the executive structures of Government gives Parliament
the scope and power to introduce measures and Laws, which will ensure
that integrity is the norm, rather than the exception when it comes to the
Business of Government.

As a Government, we have set ourselves high targets that we aim to
achieve, in our concerted drive towards a more prosperous Namibia. In
addition, we have also declared war on social ills such as poverty and
corruption.

We understand that none of these goals are achievable in the absence of
effective governance and this is why we have made it the first pillar of our
Harambee Prosperity Plan, which advocates for the increase of
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accountability and transparency, as well as the improvement of
performance and service delivery.

Integrity, accountability and professionalism are the foundations of
effective governance. This in turn, enhances our pursuit of our
development objectives, while at the same time, protect us from
debilitating behaviours such as corruption. It is crucial that we improve
the trust that people have in government and that should begin here, in
Parliament, where the representatives of the electorate endeavour to fulfil
the important function of keeping our democratic institutional systems
accountable and transparent.

I have said that the sign of a fully functioning democracy is the existence
of robust and well-founded processes, systems and Institutions. If
Parliamentary Institutions are mistrusted and perceived to be corrupt, it
places a serious challenge to our democracy and subsequently our ability
as Government to deliver on our promises to the electorate.

At this juncture, I wish to address the issue of decorum and how the way
we conduct ourselves in public and in our work spaces can affect public
perception of our Institutions and Government as a whole. Individuals
who work in public life should adhere to certain professional and ethical
standards.

All Parliamentarians should behave according to a strict code of conduct
and their attitude and work should be aimed at reflecting the will of the
electorate and not their individual will. I am aware that legislators
encounter situations every day that place them at the crux of ethical
dilemmas and it is due to this reason that Members of Parliament should
possess irrefutable professionalism. This being the case, I hope, Comrade
Speaker, that this year of accountability, we will no longer witness the
lack of Quorums in Parliament. I did not say Opposition, I said lack of
Quorum. (Laughter)

As the representatives of the people, we should always be mindful of the
fact that the most valuable asset that we possess is our reputations. Once
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one’s reputation is damaged, one’s effectiveness becomes impeded.
Subsequently, ineffectiveness of politicians will have adverse
consequences on our governance architecture, leading to losses in
Government revenue, lower quality public investment and public services,
reduced private investment and loss of public confidence.

Comrade Speaker, listening to your press briefing several days ago, I am
confident that as our Parliamentarians prepare to resume the business of
Parliament, we will witness improved integrity, accountability and
professionalism from the word go.

I encourage our Parliamentary Committees to carry on from where they
left off in 2018, undertaking visits to the regions, investigating
Government projects and conducting public hearings on pertinent issues
such as gender based violence and teenage pregnancies. I did not say
overseas visits, I encourage the Committees to visit the electorate here.
(Laughter) The work of the Parliamentary Committees plays a vital role
in the development of our country.

Parliamentary Committees give Members of Parliament and the public a
chance to play a part in the formation of public policy. They allow
Parliament to scrutinise the Executive more effectively, thereby making
the Executive more responsible to the electorate.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am aware that there are 14 bills lined up to be
tabled during this year’s Session of Parliament, these are:

1. Divorce Bill —not implying divorce (laughter)
2. Legal Practitioners Act Amendment Bill

3. Ombudsperson Bill

4. Magistrates’ Courts Amendment Bill

5. Combating of Rape Amendment Bill
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6. Child Justice Bill

7. High Court Amendment Bill (Rule 108 Amendment)
8. Combating of Torture in Persons Bill

9. Electronic Transactions Bill

10. Bank of Namibia Bill

11. Namibia Post and Telecom Holdings Dismantling Bill

12. Control of Importation of Dairy Products and Substitutes Amendment
Bill

13. Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by Oil Amendment Bill
14. Maritime Authority Bill
I wish to elaborate on a few of these Bills.

Ombudsman Bill:  The Office of the Ombudsman, which is a
constitutionally established office, must have much greater independence
and enforcement powers in order to properly carry out its human rights
functions. The Bill makes provision for this restructuring in terms of the
international standards of Ombudsman Offices.

The Combating of Rape Bill: The Amendment seeks to make the Act
much more victim-centred by placing additional duties on the prosecutor
when dealing with bail applications and stating guidelines for service
providers who deal with rape complainants. We have witnessed many
disturbing instances in our society where individuals arrested for
committing rape are released on bail, only to reoffend and cause more
physical and mental trauma in our communities.

As the Supreme Lawmaker, Parliament should introduce Laws to help us

10
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combat social ills that are hampering socio-economic progress in our
country. Furthermore, we should ensure that all unjust Laws of the past
regimes are replaced with just Laws. (4dpplause) Our people cannot
continue to be subjected to archaic and discriminatory Laws anymore.

Electronic Transactions Bill: The Bill aims to promote legal certainty and
confidence in electronic transactions and communications; to promote
eGovernment services and electronic commerce and communications with
Public and Private Bodies, Institutions and citizens; to develop a safe,
secure and effective environment for the consumer, businesses and public
agencies or bodies to conduct and use electronic transactions; and to
promote the development of electronic transaction services that are
responsive to the needs of online consumers.

Maritime Authority Bill: The rationale for the Bill is to create a Maritime
Authority, which functions on a user-pay principle, so that it is self-
sustaining.

This is essential for Namibia to be able to regulate foreign ships entering
the harbour under international jurisdictions known as flag states.

Two more Bills, namely the Basic Education Bill and the Public
Enterprises Governance Bill, were referred back to the National Assembly
by the National Council for reconsideration.

The tabling of these Bills during this Session, demands absolute
commitment and a high work ethic from Legislators, in order to ensure
that Parliament maintains a high success rate in passing these Bills. Asa
result, I expect lively, informative, educative and serious Debates, as you
discuss these Bills. I call on all Parliamentarians, once more, to be
punctual and endeavour to attend all Sessions of Parliament. Let your
attendance and punctuality be a source of your pride rather than allowing
tardiness and absenteeism to be a source of your shame.

The year of accountability calls upon us to rise to the challenges facing
Namibia. It is a defining year. A year in which we either decide to hold

11
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hands and pull together to consolidate and build upon our hard earned
gains or risk losing the decades of progress we have made since our
Independence.

I look forward to a year where our Parliament will display integrity in
representing the electorate, promote accountability through providing
oversight and display undoubted professionalism in the crafting of
legislation.

Comrade Speaker, with these words, it is my honour to now declare the
Ninth Session of the Sixth Parliament of Namibia officially open.

(Applause) (Ululation)

I wish you all a year of great success. May God Bless the Republic of
Namibia. Ithank you. (4pplause)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. There you have it. Comrade
President allow me, once again, to thank you on behalf of the Parliament
of the Republic of Namibia for your insightful presentation.

Among the number of issues covered is one particular aspect, which I am
sure various Party Whips present in the House have taken note of. That is,
to ensure attendance, when the Parliament is in Session. It is an appeal
that I have personally made, not so much with respect to the National
Council, I do not think that is an issue there, the National Assembly.
(Applause) 1 will not shy away from drawing such distinction.

However, let me not stop there, but also take the opportunity to amplify
the words of the United Nations’ Secretary-General, who commended you
for your wise leadership both at home and abroad. Indeed the world is
taking note of your wise counsel. (dpplause)

As you preside over the affairs at home in Namibia and deal with some of
the critical issues confronting us in our region within SADC, on the

12
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continental level, as well as beyond the continent of Africa and the world
at large, as a country, we derive joy from your exemplary leadership. I
think we need to acknowledge that and simply say, in a very plain
language — well done Mr President! (Applause) (Ululation)

That said and done, I now have the pleasure to call upon Honourable
Margaret Mensah-Williams, Chairperson of the National Council, to give
a Vote of Thanks.

VOTE OF THANKS

HON CHAIRPERSON OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL: Thank you
very much, Comrade Speaker. When the Speaker started with his
welcoming remarks, I was looking to see whether he is paperless.
(Laughter)  That is on a lighter note. Thank you very much.
(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, I have my system right here. (Laughter)

HON CHAIRPERSON OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL: Thank you
very much, Comrade Speaker. Your Excellency Dr Hage Gottfried
Geingob and he is not only the President of the Republic of Namibia, he is
a President of the world. (4pplause) We should be proud, because the
Speaker just mentioned about the acknowledgement that we get, which
means we are sharing our Leader with the world. (4pplause)

Madam First Lady, our beautiful First Lady of the Republic of Namibia,
one and only; Your Excellency our beloved Vice-President of the

13
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Republic of Namibia. Yes! He does not know he is beloved (laughter);
our gentle giant, the former President Hifikepunye Pohamba and Madam,
you are not my equal. Let me also acknowledge Right Honourable Prime
Minister, Madam Sarah Kuugongelwa-Amadhila and the Deputy Prime
Minister, our esteemed Lordships, Chief Justice Shivute and the Deputy
Chief Justice Damaseb; and all of us present here, all protocol observed.

It is an honour and privilege for me, on behalf of both Houses of
Parliament, to Move a Vote of Thanks to all our invited guest who are
present here today, Your Excellency and the entire Namibian Nation on
the occasion of the Official Opening of Parliament for the year 2019.

Your Excellency, the Honourable Speaker has just highlighted in his
welcoming speech as we have witnessed yet another spectacular opening
ceremony that we as Namibians can all be proud of. Although we have
done this for many years, the opening of Parliament never ceases to draw
on one’s deep sense of patriotism.

However, before I deliver the Vote of Thanks, please allow me to further
add onto the Honourable Speaker’s welcoming speech on this year’s
theme, which is: “Promoting Integrity, Accountability and
Professionalism.” In choosing this theme for Parliament, we wanted to
align ourselves with His Excellency’s declaration of 2019 as the “Year of
Accountability.”

Comrade President, we will have lively, informative and educative
Debates, as you rightfully asked from us. (4pplause) You can count on
our commitment, ethics, integrity and professionalism.

Please allow me, at this juncture, to share with you a well-known quote by
Stephen Covey, which says: “Accountability Breeds Response-Ability.”
Indeed, accountability, integrity and professionalism are peas in a pod;
and for me, are the most important values individuals and Institutions can
aspire to.

Members of Parliament, as elected representatives of the people, we must

14
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continue to inculcate a culture of accountability in the execution of our
constitutional mandate, because it will be the people who will ultimately
hold us accountable.

Your Excellency, Honourable Speaker, last Saturday, the 9t of February
marked the 29" anniversary of the adoption of the Namibian Constitution
as the Supreme Law, which represents the values, hopes and aspirations of
a newly-independent people fresh out of a long and bitter struggle against
Apartheid colonialism.

It is with humility that one takes time out to reflect and acknowledge this
very important day of the adoption of the Namibian Constitution. The
drafting of the Constitution was a mammoth, complex and time
consuming task. However, we all agree that the result is a document that
has been internationally acclaimed as one of the most liberal and
progressive Constitutions in contemporary times.

I would, therefore, like to make use of this opportunity to pay tribute to
the patriotic men and women, who on that day, set aside their differences
and ushered in a new era for our people for generations to come.

It would be amiss of me not to single out and acknowledge the
Chairperson of the Constituent Assembly, at the time, who skilfully
negotiated through polarised political and personality differences and
steered the Constituent Assembly to deliver an amicable Constitution that
rewrote the history of Namibia. Here I am referring to non-other than His
Excellency Dr. Hage G. Geingob, the third President of the Republic of
Namibia!

Parliament pledges to continue adding value by thoroughly interrogating
Bills to ensure constitutionality and to check if Government Policies and
Programmes do, in fact, address matters of national interest.

Your Excellency, Honourable Speaker, I believe that we all share a

responsibility towards strengthening Parliament as it continues to
transform itself into a more effective and accountable branch of the State.

15
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In order to achieve this, we must emphasise the importance of the
separation of powers in entrenching democracy and good governance.

For this reason, I once again repeat the call for the establishment of an
autonomous Parliamentary Service Commission, in line with Articles 52
and 73 of the Constitution. There is evidence from around the world to
suggest that Parliaments perform at their best when they have their own
separate corporate bodies, which oversee the provision of the necessary
facilities, property, staff and services.

That being said, I would like to appeal to all of us to embrace this as a
necessary prerequisite for good parliamentary governance in a robust
democracy.

Your Excellency, Honourable Speaker, now that Parliament is officially
open for Business, the National Council looks forward to a productive
year ahead.

I am particularly looking forward to the tabling of the Constituency
Development Fund Bill in the National Assembly as early as possible in
2019 in order to continue the implementation of the decentralization
process of our democracy. (Applause)

Once this Bill becomes Law, I believe it will further enhance the
objectives of the Decentralisation Policy by giving each one of the 121
Constituencies more resources to bring about socio-economic
development to the rural areas, thereby reducing the rampant rural-to-
urban migration we are experiencing.

I also look forward in great anticipation this year as the two Houses will
sit and negotiate the operationalization of the Joint Rules of Parliament
that were agreed upon in 2018, as we move towards a more operationally
harmonised and efficient Parliament.

Honourable Speaker, allow me through the Vote of Thanks to, especially
thankHis Excellency Dr. Hage Geingob, the President of the Republic of

16
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Namibia, once again, for having found the time in his busy schedule to
grace us with his presence and for always setting high standards for all of
us at home, as well as regionally and internationally. (dpplause)

Thanks to our First Lady of the Republic of Namibia, for through your
One-Economy Foundation, you teach us all about inclusiveness by having
onboard from a cleaner up to a car guard. You are indeed a mother.

(Applause)

I would further, also like to express our eternal indebtedness to His
Excellency Dr. Nangolo Mbumba, Vice-President of the Republic of
Namibia, the Right Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, our Prime
Minister and the entire Cabinet for their continued support to the work of
Parliament.

To the Judiciary, thank you for always gracing this occasion with us.
Congratulations on your recent official opening of the legal year.

To our former President, our gentle giant, Comrade Hifikepunye
Pohamba, thank you for always putting the people first. We appreciate it.
(Applause) We also want to thank your wonderful wife for the
development projects that she has brought to fruition during her reign.
Thank you very much Madam Pohamba. (4pplause)

I am going to give a lot of thanks, because we only want to thank people
when they die.

To the Regional Councils and Local Authorities, Non-Governmental
Organisations, Multilateral, International and Regional Partners who have
supported the work of Parliament in one way or the other in 2018, please
be assured of our eternal gratitude for your assistance.

I would also like to acknowledge and thank their Excellences the

Members of the Diplomatic Corps for having, once again, graced this
occasion with your presence.
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I would like to acknowledge our spouses, starting with the spouse of the
Speaker, my beloved husband, all the spouses and partners of Members of
Parliament. I also want to thank our families and friends for standing with
us through the years of toil, encouraging and reassuring us. Thank you for
your presence here today. (Applause) (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Well done. Thank you very much.

HON CHAIRPERSON OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL: Next, I
must also extend a special word of thanks to our sponsors, namely, MTC,
Coca-Cola Namibia, Namibian Dairies and the O&L Group. We are
grateful for your generous support.

Allow me to extend our gratitude to the members of our Protocol and
Security Services, and Parliamentary staff for their hard work in preparing
for this important event in the parliamentary calendar. (4dpplause)

Finally, please allow me to also convey our gratitude to all the various
Radio and TV stations, the print media and online media houses for their
continued coverage of our work.

It is now my pleasure to invite you all to join us for a reception in the
Parliament Courtyard and Restaurant as soon as the President and his
entourage have exited the Chamber.

Alone one might go faster, but together, we can go further.
Ghei Gan Gans, Kelebogile, Dapandula Unene, Pandu Pandu Unene,
Okunene Okuhepa, Okuhepa Tjinene, Letumesi, Ka Ja, Baie Dankie,

Dankeschen, Merci, Gracias, Obrigada, Chee Chee, Shukraan, Asante
Sana. Thank you and God Bless Namibia! (Applause)
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Well done indeed. That was
quite something. Everybody has been thanked, I am particularly grateful
for thanking our spouses. Thank you very much.

Now, at this point, I would like to call on the Sergeant-at-Arms to, once I
have given the green light, lead His Excellency to exit the Chamber,
together with our guests. However, I would like to request the Members
to rise and remain standing until I return to make an important
announcement to the Members of the National Assembly.

You heard that we are hitting the ground running; therefore, I will be
coming back to make that announcement, to indicate exactly what is
planned for the rest of this week. Thank you. You may rise. (Applause)

BUSINESS RESUMES

ANNOUNCEMENT

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Please be seated. Honourable
Members, before we adjourn the Session of Parliament, I wish to inform
the Members of the National Assembly that tomorrow, the 14" of
February 2019, we will have a sitting in order to consider and approve the
two persons so nominated by the President to serve as Electoral
Commissioners, as per the guidelines of Section 6 of the Electoral
Commission Act of 2014.

It will hopefully be a short Session, because we only have one item and
we need to deal with this in terms of the Law governing the Electoral Act.
If we delay, we can run into some difficulties.
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All the Members of the National Assembly are, therefore, requested to
attend tomorrow’s sitting in order to deal with this important matter.

I am appealing to you and counting on your full support, as usual, for us to
dispose of this particular item. This is as brief as that. (Interjections)
Tomorrow at 14:30.

Well, I will leave that to the staff to deal with. The relevant
documentation will definitely be made available to you. (Interjection) 1
am saying, I will leave the documentation as usual to our staff to provide
that in good time. (Interjection) Yes, everything as usual. Once we
commence our sitting, all the necessary documents will hopefully be
available on your mobile device, because we are actually commencing
Parliament without necessarily requiring documents and papers.
Technology is hopefully soon to take over. Can we leave it at that? So
decided? Thank you very much.

The Joint Session of Parliament is now hereby adjourned.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:00 UNTIL 2019.02.14 AT 14:30
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS
WINDHOEK

14 FEBRUARY, 2019

The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read the Prayer and Affirmation.

ANNOUNCEMENT

HON SPEAKER: Welcome back. A few housekeeping announcements
and then we will go straight to the subject matter for this afternoon.
Number one, on behalf of the House we extent a word of welcome to Dr
Shalumbi Shangula the new Minister of Health and Social Services who
has joined us during the course of this year, warmest congratulations and
we wish you well.

Secondly, as a customary by now we do observe and congratulate people
who were born on a particular day as we sit in this House we recognize
them and congratulate them and on top of that list, on this day, not
necessarily this day but this week is the Honourable Eunice lipinge,
Happy Birthday and best wishes.

HON IIPINGE: It was yesterday.

HON SPEAKER: Good and lastly, I would like to recognize a dear
friend and a colleague to whom I would like to extent a word of warm
welcome and that person is none other than Professor Gerald Totemeyer, a
former Deputy Minister and long serving servant of this country. Thank
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you for being here, thank you for visiting us. I know that you have got,
despite the fact that you have retired I am aware that you continue to serve
this country in various capacities and particularly with regards to the topic
that we are going to be discussing now and dealing with elections,
observing elections and dealing with the question of reinforcing and
enhancing capacity within the SADC Region and so on and so forth. So it
is quite appropriate that you are with us this afternoon. Welcome.

That said and done turning to the topic, I am assuming that there is no
objection (interruptions). Yes it is very easy when you lose your line that
you get a little bit just rated, “Where do I start?”. We are calling for
Notice of Motions and we go straight to the Notice of Motions, yes indeed
for the reason that we basically (interruptions). Exactly, it is for the
reason that we just say one item on the agenda and that basically falls
under the Notices of Motions and I am now calling for that. Deputy
Speaker, yes please?

NOTICE OF MOTIONS

RULE 27(F) OF THE STANDING RULES AND ORDERS

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Speaker, Honourable
Members, I move without notice in terms of Rule 27 Sub Rule (f) of the
Standing Rules and Orders that this Assembly considers and approves the
nomination of Mr Gerson Uaripi Tjihenuna and Mr Evaristos as Members
of the Electoral Commission and nominated by His Excellency the
President of the Republic of Namibia in terms of Section 6 of the Electoral
Act No.5 of 2014. I so move Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Any objection? Agreed to. Can you
submit your Motion first of all? I now formally ask any objection?
Agreed to. Yes please?

HON DIENDA: I have no agenda on my table. No CV, I do not know
what you are talking about so I at least need to be updated there is nothing
on my table to follow where we are. Where are the CVs also? No, I am
not in Standing Rules, I want the CVs on my table, there is no CV on my
table.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Let me clarify the issue. Let
me clarify the issue. Can we have order please? The subject we do not
have an agenda. The Parliament was opened yesterday and as a
customary as you will recall we normally sit the next week or a week
after. For the purpose of facilitating this particular item that has to be
attended to within the timeframe we decided to commence the sitting
today this afternoon. We had a Standing Rules Committee at which we
actually discussed this issue. It was shared there and the CVs were
presented there and we discussed that the matter must be taken up
formally and the Deputy Speaker will then provide the motivation to
provide the background. This is as far as we have gone. So you are right
there is no formal agenda but within our rules we can actually present the
item and debate. So that is where we are. Yes Honourable?

HON DIENDA: Where are the CVs if we want to debate the matter?

HON VAN DEN HEEVER: On a point of order?
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HON DIENDA: Point of order, okay.

HON SPEAKER: Can I just explain?

HON DIENDA: No I do not have (intervention).

HON SPEAKER: Let me explain further then when you take the floor at
least you have an understanding. This is a subject that was thoroughly
discussed through all applicants who applied for this particular position
were dealt with through a normal Select Committee and everything was
done and basically shortlisted and once that was done the list and this is
the information that you will be getting through the motivation because it
will be properly explained. So let me leave it at that.

HON VAN DEN HEEVER: Let me explain my point of follow up?

HON SPEAKER: Yes.

HON DIENDA: And I have not finished.

HON SPEAKER: Yes please.
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HON VAN DEN HEEVER: Thank you Honourable Speaker. When we
assembled this morning in Standing Rules and Orders we adopted the
agenda point for today. There was no thorough discussion. It was only
two Members who raised an issue. The CVs were given to the Members
of Standing Rules and Orders but the Secretary requested for us as
Standing Rules Members to give back the CVs so we could not discuss the
CVs with our Members. So the CVs are supposed to be here for the
Members to peruse it and then go into a discussion. It is not just to come
here and say yes to the Standing Rules and Orders Members. It was not
Parliament Members who attended that meeting so totally there is a
miscommunication. We even argued about the point that it is nomination
but that point was introduced to us just to say yes to discuss the issue in
Parliament.

HON SPEAKER: The point let me get this quite clearly. You are
looking for the CVs of the candidates who are going to be presented by
the Deputy Speaker, is that what you are looking for?

HON VAN DEN HEEVER: Yes, of the candidates.

HON SPEAKER: Okay we can give you the CVs but the Deputy
Speaker while she is doing the motivation you can get copies of the CVs
so that you can also look at it. Okay d/accord, thank you. Yes
Honourable Muharukua.

HON MUHARUKUA: Thank you Honourable Speaker. Honourable
Speaker, I want to start with the following. I want to thank the President of
this Republic for one of the comments that he made yesterday and one of
those comments was that, Members of Parliament must uphold the
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decorum of this House and that is to say that in whatever we do inside the
House or outside this House we must conduct our personal and public
affairs and business in such a manner that the public out there use the
value of this House. Now Honourable Speaker, for as long as the Chair of
this House does not respect the job of this House the public out there will
not respect that.

HON SPEAKER: No, no (intervention).

HON SPEAKER: No, Honourable Muharukwa, no. Sit down please.

HON MUHARUKWA: No, why?

HON SPEAKER: No, please sit down, yes. We have agreed the Deputy
Speaker will highlight the nominated candidates. The CVs of the two
candidates will be provided, that is what we are going to do so there is no
question about it.

HON MUHARUKUA: Honourable Speaker, you have not even heard
what I wanted to say. I have not started.

HON SPEAKER: No but because you are deviating from the subject
matter.
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HON MUHARUKUA: No I am not deviating. How do you know I am
deviating if I have not said?

HON SPEAKER: No, no, please.

HON MUHARUKWA: No, no, please Honourable Speaker
(intervention).

HON SPEAKER: No I want, please conclude.

HON MUHARUKWA: No I cannot conclude I have just started.

HON SPEAKER: No but the point you are alluding to (intervention).

HON MUHARUKUA: You are new Malema, no.

HON SPEAKER: No I do not want to prolong the discussion.

HON MUHARUKUA: Honourable Speaker, what did I say?
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HON SPEAKER: I do not want to prolong. You are saying I am not
honouring, you basically questioned me as the Speaker that is what you
are doing.

HON MUHARUKWA: In what respect? In what respect?

HON SPEAKER: Yes, we want to respect each other. I respect the
Members of this House you respect the Chair as well. We will deal with
that. We will deal with that issue. The Deputy Speaker will do the
motivation the CVs of the candidates will be made available to you. Let
us not right away (intervention).

HON MUHARUKWA: Honourable Speaker, you have not even heard
what I wanted to say.

HON SPEAKER: No I heard you. I heard you.

HON MUHARUKWA: No you have not. You have not and by merely
trying to quash the debate and by merely trying to suppress what I am
saying and precisely is the point that I have just raised.

HON SPEAKER: I am not quashing (intervention).
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HON MUHARUKUA: Yes let the Members of this House (intervention).

HON SPEAKER: No I do not want to prolong a discussion between us,
no.

HON MUHARUKUA: No.

HON SPEAKER: No Honourable Muharukwa please sit down.

HON MUHARUKUA: No, Honourable Speaker, no.

HON SPEAKER: No, no.

HON MUHARUKUA: No Honourable Speaker, this is why this House
denigrates, no.

HON SPEAKER: I am not going to have a dialogue with you. I am not
permitting that no.

HON MUHARUKWA: That is exactly the point.
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HON SPEAKER: Yes, on a point of order.

HON MUHARUKUA: That is the point, I have not said anything.

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL  RELATIONS AND  COOPERATION:
Honourable Speaker, with due respect to Honourable Members we are
talking about wanting our House to be respected and one of the rules in
our books, “Never argue with the Presiding Officer”. If there is an issue
you sit down and you take it to the Committee of Standing Rules and
Procedures that is what the rule is and it is meant it is in the book. You
know it Honourable you know it, it is there please. So take the matter to
the relevant Committee but do not argue with the Presiding Officer.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. I want to conclude the
discussion. Honourable Ithana you are the next. Are you speaking on a
point of order?

HON IIVULA-ITHANA: Honourable Speaker I am at a loss. I am not
lost because I have never witnessed a session of Parliament that starts
outside the laid procedures. We are supposed to even if we only have one
agenda item, we are supposed to start with the procedures that we
normally start with. I thought that we would also put the minds of the
Members at ease as we normally do. Comrade Speaker we are making our
issues unnecessarily controversial. We are supposed to appoint very
important persons to serve very important responsibilities of the public but
now we are quarrelling even before we get to the point.
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Yesterday I remember very well, a question was asked I do not know from
which side whether there is supposed to be CVs for the nominated people
and it was answered that the CVs were going to be sent electronically, that
is at least what I understood. Maybe I was wrong or maybe I misheard.
Early this morning I checked my email messages and I only saw the
minutes and nothing else. Now when I came here I was looking at my
desk to see whether there is something, there is nothing and I am asking
myself, “What is the secrecy about the CVs of the people we are supposed
to approve” (intervention).

HON SPEAKER: Are you done?

HON IIVULA-ITHANA: I am not done. When I will be done I will say
so Comrade Speaker. [ am just saying that fact alone has caused
apprehensions in the minds of the Members. Why is it that CVs are not
shared, that is the normal procedure? That is normally what we do, that is
the normal procedure, that is normally what we do when we appoint
Members here we get their CVs. I was asking who is Evaristos. I am
hearing the name for the first time and with the CV I could have read for
myself and be clear of what we are doing. I know Comrade Tjihenuna,
yes, so | am just appealing that let us stick to the procedures they will
protect us.

I so move Comrade Speaker and stick to the procedures.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Let me explain once again.
The CVs of the candidates should be made available to all of you now
there is no debate about that so we agree to that. Number 2, the sitting we
normally after the Official Opening of Parliament we normally meet the
following week but we decided as we agreed upon yesterday we will have
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a sitting to deal with this particular issue. It is especially for the purpose
or for the reason that this matter must be disposed of within a given
timeframe that is one of the reasons. So the CVs we are not debating it, it
is going to be made available and I agree with you. The mere fact that we
did not go through all the usual agenda items as we normally is this is a
special sitting to discuss a particular subject matter and that is the reason
why we have agreed to that. So (intervention).

HON MUHARUKUA: (Not on microphone).

HON SPEAKER: Please let us not all of us shout. So that is the
explanation I want to give. That is the reason. The CVs will come and be
made available to you. We devote our attention to this particular subject
matter. So once the CVs have been distributed the House has got fifteen
minutes within which (interruptions). Fifteen minutes is not long. You
look at this and then we can actually discuss. Is that acceptable? Is that
okay? So decided. You are all shouting at the same time I can hardly tell
who wants what. So that is what we are going to do. The CVs will be
made available to everybody, we concentrate within the fifteen minutes,
review those CVs they are not that long and then we can commence our
discussion. So agreed. Thank you very much. So the CVs please should
be handed over to you now so review those CVs and after fifteen minutes
we can then allow the Deputy Speaker to provide us with motivation,
thank you. Are you providing? Okay so those CVs are coming. Can I
release you? Why is it taking so long? They are taking so long can you
help to do it on this side? I am assuming that every one of you has got a
copy. Why is it taking so long? The copies are not made available.

HON MUHARUKUA: Comrade Speaker?
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HON SPEAKER: Yes.

HON MUHARUKUA: Where are the copies?

HON SPEAKER: Apparently they are making some copies. I thought
the copies were already here. Please bear with us, the staffs are busy
processing those extra copies they are going to be provided shortly.

May I check, whether are you still waiting or you got all the CVs?

HON MEMBER: Not all of them.

HON SPEAKER: Not all, okay, I am checking just to make sure. Can I
see hands of those people who are still waiting, how many more people,
oh, huu! Okay we will come back.

Anyone still without all the CVs? Can I suggest Honourable Members,
may I have your attention? Can ii suggest that we permit the Deputy
Speaker to do the motivation because this is supplementary to the
information that is available in those CVs rather than waiting? She can
provide that information while you are waiting for the additional CVs to
be made available to you and we wait for them for all of you to have
copies of both CVs. Maybe that is the best way of spending out time
rather than just waiting. Can I do that? Thank you very much.
Honourable Deputy Speaker you have the floor to move the Motion.
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NOTICE OF MOTION

RULE 27(F) OF THE STANDING RULES AND ORDERS

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already done that Honourable
Speaker. Now I will proceed to motivate.

HON SPEAKER: To provide the motivation?

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members
I rise to motivate and to request this august House to approve the
nomination of the new members of the New Electoral Commission. The
Electoral Commission is the constitutional body and it is composed of five
members of which the Chairperson is on full time. In terms of Section 6:3
of the Electoral Act No.5 of 2014 at least four months prior to the date on
which the term of office of the Members of the Commission expires the
Secretary of the National Assembly must invite by notice in the gazette
and at least two Daily Newspapers any person who complies with the
qualification and criteria to apply for the appointment as a Member of the
Commission. Two of the serving members’ term of office will end in
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March 2019 (this year) and in terms of the Sections cited above the filling
of these two positions was advertised in the Government Gazette and in
the local print media as from the 6™ of December 2018 and the closing
date for the application was 20" December 2018.

The Selection Committee in terms of Section 5 was undertaking as
stipulated by Electoral Act as I stated in Section 5 provides of that, of
which five candidates were interviewed out of the 46 potential c