Republic of Namibia
Annotated Statutes

REGULATIONS

REGULATIONS MADE IN TERMS OF

Namibia Refugees (Recognition and Control)
Act 2 of 1999

section 31

Namibia Refugees (Recognition and Control) Regulations

Government Notice 236 of 2000
(GG 2412)
came into force on date of publication: 22 September 2000

as amended by

Government Notice 156 of 2021 (GG 7583)
came into force on date of publication: 19 July 2021

XN RO —

—
Nk W —o

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS

Definitions

Application for refugee status

Loss of refugee status

Temporary identification documents

Issue of identity cards

Travel documents

Register of recognized refugees and protected persons
Withdrawal of refugee status

Detention or expulsion of recognized refugees and protected persons
Other functions of Committee

Subcommittees of Committee

Reception areas and refugee settlements

Employment of recognized refugees and protected persons
Offences and penalties

Serving of documents


http://www.lac.org.na/laws/2000/2412.pdf
http://www.lac.org.na/laws/2021/7583.pdf

Republic of Namibia 2  Annotated Statutes

REGULATIONS
Namibia Refugees (Recognition and Control) Act 2 of 1999

Namibia Refugees (Recognition and Control) Regulations

16. Compliance with Article 35 of the UN Convention on Refugees, 1951, and Article II of
the Protocol on Refugees, 1967.
17.  Short title

ANNEXURE A
APPLICATION FORM FOR REFUGE STATUS

ANNEXURE B
TEMPORARY IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT

ANNEXURE 4B
DATA UPDATE ACQUISITION APPLICATION FORM,
DUPLICATE OR CORRECTION

[Annexure AB inserted by GN 156/2021]

ANNEXURE C
IDENTITY CARD

[Annexure C substituted by GN 156/2021]

ANNEXURE D
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO WITHDRAW REFUGEE STATUS

ANNEXURE E
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DETAIN OR EXPEL
RECOGNIZED REFUGEE/PROTECTED PERSON

ANNEXURE F
ORDER OF DETENTION

ANNEXURE G
ORDER OF EXPULSION

Definitions

1. In these regulations any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned
in the Act, shall have the meaning so assigned to it and, unless the context otherwise indicates -

“the Act” means the Namibia Refugees (Recognition and Control) Act, 1999 (Act No. 2 of
1999).

Application for refugee status
2. An application for refugee status contemplated in section 13(1) of the Act shall be
made to an authorized officer on a form similar to the form contained in Annexure A, and shall

contain all the required information.

Loss of refugee status
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3. Where a recognized refugee loses his or her refugee status in terms of section 5 of
the Act, the Commissioner shall by written notice, served in accordance with the provisions of
regulation 15, notify such recognized refugee of his or her loss of refugee status, and shall in
particular specify in that notice the reasons for such loss of refugee status.

Temporary identification documents

4. (1) The Commissioner shall issue to each person who has applied in terms of
section 13(1) of the Act for refugee status, and to every member of the family of such person, a
temporary identification document substantially in the form as set out in the Annexure B.

(2)  Every person to whom a temporary identification document has been issued in
terms of subregulation (1), shall at all times carry on his or her person or have readily available
in his or her immediate vicinity such identification document.

Issue of identity cards

5. (1)  The Commissioner shall, on application in the form set out in Annexure 4B,
issue to -

(a)  each person who has been granted refugee status in terms of section 13(4)(a) of the
Act; and

(b) every member of the family of such recognised refugee who has entered
Namibia, an identity card substantially in the form as set out in Annexure C.

(2) A person who has been issued with an identity card in terms of subregulation (1)

shall, at all times carry on him or her the identity card or, have the identity card readily available
in his or her immediate vicinity.

[The punctuation in this provision is reproduced as it appears in the Government Gazette.]
(3)  An identity document referred to in subregulation (1) shall -
(a)  be predominantly yellow in colour; and
(b)  contain -
(i)  the signature or mark of the person to whom it was issued;
(il))  a machine readable zone; and
(iii) a quick response code.

(4) The Commissioner shall issue an identity card to a person who has applied for an
identity card under subregulation (1) free of charge if -

(a) itis a first issuance;

(b)  the person was issued with the identity card five years earlier; or
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(c) it is an update of a photo, signature or surname of the applicant on the identity card
that the applicant currently holds.

(5)  An applicant who applies for a duplicate of the identity card shall pay the following

fees:
(a)  first duplicate N$150.00;
(b)  second duplicate N$300.00;
(¢)  third duplicate N$450.00;
(d)  fourth duplicate N$600.00; and

(e) fifth duplicate and subsequent duplicates ~ N$750.00.
[regulation 5 substituted by GN 156/2021]

Travel documents

6. (1)  If a recognised refugee or protected person intends to travel outside Namibia
he or she shall apply in the form available at the Ministry, to the Commissioner for the
Commissioner to issue the applicant with a travel document.

(2)  On receipt of an application made in terms of subregulation (1), the Commissioner
shall, if he or she is satisfied as to the purposes of the intended travelling outside Namibia, issue
a travel document to such applicant.

(3) If the Commissioner is not satisfied as contemplated in subregulation (2), he or she
shall, in writing, notify the applicant of the decision taken and provide reasons of the
Commissioner’s decision.

[The phrase “reasons of the Commissioner’s decision” should be
“reasons for the Commissioner’s decision”.]

(4) The Commissioner shall keep and maintain a register of all the recognised refugees
and protected persons who have, in accordance with subregulation (2), been issued with travel
documents.

(5) A person who applies for a travel document as contemplated in subregulation (1)
shall pay a fee of N$400 if it is a first time application or a renewal of a travel document.

(6)  Despite subregulation (5), a person who has been issued with a travel document as
contemplated in subregulation (1), and whose travel document has either been lost or damaged,
shall pay a fee of N$800 to be issued with a new travel document.

[regulation 6 substituted by GN 156/2021]
Register of recognized refugees and protected persons
7. (1) The Commissioner shall keep proper record, or cause proper record to be

kept, of all applications for the granting of refugee status transmitted to him or her in terms of
section 13(2)(c) of the Act, including particulars as to how every application was disposed of.
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(2) The Commissioner shall maintain a register in which shall, in respect of every
recognized refugee and protected person, be entered the following particulars:

(a)  Full names and address;

(b)  registration number;

(c) nationality or citizenship;

(d) sex;

(e)  marital status;

(f)  date of birth;

(g) occupation, trade or profession;

(h)  names of dependants (where applicable);

(i)  date of entry into Namibia;

(j)  date of becoming a recognized refugee or protected person; and

(k)  such additional particulars relating to the registration of recognized refugees and
protected persons as the Commissioner may consider necessary.

Withdrawal of refugee status

8. A notice of intention to withdraw a person’s refugee status, as contemplated in
section 23(2)(b) of the Act, shall be substantially in the form as set out in Annexure D.

Detention or expulsion of recognized refugees and protected persons

9. (1) A notice of intention to detain or expel a recognized refugee or protected
person, as contemplated in section 24(3)(b) of the Act, shall be substantially in the form as set
out in Annexure E.

(2) Anorder -

(a)  for the detention of a recognized refugee or protected person, as contemplated in
section 24(7)(a) of the Act, shall be substantially in the form as set out in the
Annexure F;

(b)  for the expulsion of a recognized refugee or protected person, as contemplated in
the said section 24(7)(a), shall be substantially in the form as set out in the
Annexure G.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of regulation 15, an order of detention or expulsion
referred to in subregulation (2) shall be served personally on the recognized refugee or protected

person concerned.

Other functions of Committee
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10. In addition to any other powers conferred or duties imposed upon the Committee
by or under the Act, the Committee shall be responsible for -

(a) creating or providing, with the concurrence of the Minister, suitable temporary
reception centres and facilities at which refugees would be accommodated before
being transferred to the reception area or refugee settlement in which they are
pursuant to an order made under section 20(1) of the Act required to reside;

(b)  ensuring that adequate provision is made to feed, accommodate and provide health
and sanitary care to refugees;

(c) investigating complaints regarding any ill-treatment of refugees by governmental
authorities;

(d) assisting skilled recognized refugees and protected persons in seeking gainful
employment in Namibia;

(e) promoting gainful agricultural activity and other income generating activities by
recognized refugees and protected persons in reception areas and refugee

settlements; and

(f) promoting education and training skills among recognized refugees and protected
persons in reception areas and refugee settlements.

Subcommittees of Committee
11. (1) A subcommittee appointed under section 11(1) of the Act shall consist of -

(a) at least one member of the Committee, nominated by the Committee for that
purpose; and

(b) one or more other persons, not being a member or members of the Committee,
appointed by the Committee:

Provided that, if a member of the Committee appointed as such in terms of section 7(2)(f) of the
Act 1s nominated as a member of a subcommittee, he or she shall hold observer status with no
voting right and act only in an advisory capacity.

(2) The Committee shall designate one of the members of the subcommittee as
chairperson thereof.

(3) A subcommittee shall meet at such intervals as determined by its activities and the
dates for the completion of its tasks.

(4) The Committee may direct a subcommittee to call an urgent meeting to resolve any
matter determined by the Committee.

(5)  The majority of the members of a subcommittee shall constitute a quorum for any
meeting of the subcommittee.

(6)  The chairperson of the Committee may attend any meeting of a subcommittee and
shall be entitled to take part in the proceedings at such meeting.
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(7) If consensus cannot be reached on any matter under consideration by any
subcommittee, the matter shall be referred to the Committee for decision.

(8) A subcommittee shall cause proper record to be kept of the proceedings at its
meetings, and the Committee may at any time request that such record be submitted to it by the
subcommittee for inspection.

Reception areas and refugee settlements

12. The authorized officer or any other person in charge of a reception area or refugee
settlement shall -

(a) maintain a register of all persons who have pursuant to an order or a permit made
or issued under section 20 of the Act been admitted to the reception area or refugee
settlement under his or her control; and

(b)  submit monthly returns to the Commissioner containing such information relating
to the reception area or refugee settlement under his or her control as the
Commissioner may consider necessary to effectively perform his or her functions
under the Act or these regulations.

Employment of recognized refugees and protected persons
13. In the employment of persons who are not Namibian citizens, every employer
shall, with due regard to efficiency, economy and practicability, give preference to applicants
who -
(a) arerecognized refugees or protected persons; and
(b)  possess the qualifications, expertise and experience required for such employment.
Provided that those recognized refugees or protected persons have, except to the extent
otherwise provided in paragraph 2 of Article 17 of UN Convention on Refugees, 1951,
complied with the requirements of Part V of the Immigration Control Act in so far as those
requirements relate to employment in Namibia.
Offences and penalties
14.  Any person who -
(a)  contravenes or fails to comply with a provision of regulation 4(2), 5(2) or 13; or
(b)  for the purposes of being granted refugee status in terms of the Act, whether for
himself or herself or for any other person, makes a false statement or
representation, or furnishes any false information, to an authorized officer or any
other person knowing such statement, representation or information to be false or
misleading in any material respect or not believing it to be true,
shall be guilty of an offence and on conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding N$2 000 or to
imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months or to both such fine and such

imprisonment.

Serving of documents
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15.  Unless otherwise provided in the Act, a notice, order or other document which is
required in terms of the Act or these regulations to be served on or delivered to a person, will
have been properly served or delivered if it has been either -

(a) served on or delivered to that person personally; or

(b)  sent by registered post to that person’s last known address; or

(c) published in the Gazette.

Compliance with Article 35 of the UN Convention on Refugees, 1951, and Article II of
the Protocol on Refugees, 1967

16. The Commissioner shall periodically or otherwise and before the dates or within
the period determined by the Minister furnish the representative in Namibia of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees with information relating to -

(a) applications for the granting of refugee status;

(b)  persons who have been granted refugee status;

(c) members of the families of recognized refugees;

(d)  the withdrawal of refugee status;

(e) the detention or expulsion of recognized refugees and protected persons;

(f)  the treatment and welfare of refugees;

(g) the implementation of the Conventions; and

(h) such additional information as the Minister may determine or as such
representative may reasonable require.

[The word “reasonable” in paragraph (h) should be “reasonably”.]

Short title

17.  These regulations shall be called the Namibia Refugees (Recognition and Control)
Regulations, 2000.
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ANNEXURES
To view content without printing, scroll down.

To print at full scale (A4), double-click the icon below.

Annexures

[Annexure AB inserted by GN 156/2021]

[Annexure C substituted by GN 156/2021]
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ANNEXURE A

APPFLICATION FORM FOR REFUGE STATUS
(Regulation 2)

SECTTON A: PERSONAL PARTICULARS OF APTLICANT

P 11800 et et e ettt et e e
BRI NAmG (B i e e e e et

TIAEC O BEETEL Lot e e e et et et et e e et et et e ete s en e e neart e

Courty ot birth oo Place ot bieth
Wationality/Citizenship AT DI oo e e e e e
Wationaling CitIZems i IO Lo cian st e ememeee e e ecemes e e

Countey of habitual regidence Lo

PLCLLEEIN oot et et et o e et et e e e et e o em e et e nn e
Fihnpic groap to which you beleng ... e et Rt e e et
Diate of entry T NETTIR . e e samsrne e
When and how did you leave your hore country? L e e
Why did you leave your home countey? ... et e e e m e e e
Tlace of enbry 130 NatmiFHL. o i e
Method of entry e.g. walking, by train, road, by airote.
Frn wha rmanner did you enter? (clandestioely, with authorizaton, did vow have a passaorl,
travel document, visa orwork Permit?) e
ITave you got a fixed placs of abode in Namibia? Yes/™No® ..o
1fves, state Tull address and telephone IUMBLET e e e e
Hawe you heen recognized as a refiigee in some other country belore? Yes/Nor

It yes, give details and reasons for changing .. v, T e crnas s e
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SECTION B: REASIING FOR APPLYING FOR REFUCEE STATUS

Have youever cormumnitted 4 crime ajzamst pesie or 2 war SHme ora eriime against humanity,

as defmed in scetion 403} of the Namibia Refugees (Recognition and Control) Act, 19997

Iryes, gve Tl dewails thereot
TMave you ever beer canvicted of an offence!” Yeslo® i
It yes, give details of clargols) an SENICRECIE] v e e ves v er st
Have vou ever belonged 1o any polilical pacty al home? YasNo¥ e,

Il ves, pami pelICal PArY e e e e e

SECTION C: OCCUPATION TRADE/PROFESSION*

Give details of your qUalifIcationls) ... i s e

State your occupatkenArade/Prolussiin® e e

SECTION D: MEMBERS OF FAMILY OF AFPLICANT

Name Trate of birth Sex  Relationship Mationality! TDreofesslonal

to applicant citizenship+ cualifications
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SECTION E: NEXT OF KINRELATIONS

Trmediate next of kin:

{a) TmNamibia ... TR e et [ FE
AdAress (TFANYF ..o e e e

(A Ootsade Namibia I

Address [ITUny)
If not aceepted in Narnibia, where wauld you want o go7 e
Date ~ Signature of Applicant

*Delete whichever is mapplicable.

1 Indicate it mere than one nutionality/citizenship.
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ANNEXLRE B

TEMPORARY IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT

(Regulation 4{1)

A2 OT APPUCALL .ottt ettt ettt et ottt e m e e eyt ae
Dl T BPDLICHLIII Lot ettt b s e b e
Mational iy e ns I e e

Place where applicatlon Was MAGE i e e s e e

ReTerence 0 apPLICATION oo v s e e e ettt
L BT 1 LU U

TNATIE O BIOLIEE Loaviis e e e e so8 ettt st e s et

MEMBERS OF FAMILY OF APPLICANT

Name Date ot birth sex  Relationship Madinnality!  Professinnal

to applicant citizenshipt  qualifications

Date i5510d i e e b A1 T-1 g1 |

Comnnissioper for Refugees
{Official Stamp)

* Indicate if more than one nationality/eilizenship.

(J
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[Annexure AB inserted by GN 156/2021]
Annexure AB (Regulation 5(1)

REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS & IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL REGISTRATION
DATA UPDATE ACQUISITION APPLICATION FORM, DUPLICATE OR CORRECTION
A i forn must be completed in block letters with an i ballpoint pen.  This form mnust not be used when applying for an identity docaient for the 13t tine,

emtiyoamber [ () ) )y g | (R p | x| ) [SomrsnT | L
A REENETEO RN EN R LR e W | sl ]
g2 O VOV 0 0 0 VO O Y [ T ) T (o

0 ) Y Y A 00 15 () O ) O ) T O T L ) B

lmu&umme | S (0 A T T VY 0 O S O o ) ) O e (| ]
Male  Femaly. i Married  Widowler) Dhivarced Near Moath 1
*Mark withan X | Sex | M | i 3 | Su’ "'M“'. 1 2 4 lm' | L T | | | L

3
bt | | [Sme | |
[Ehe

B —
Iléimmp | S | Bendmciien- | |

Brown e Geem Gy e S
“Markwithan % (B¢ 3 8 ==

IS we [ 5

FOR OFFICE USE

'..—m \ w i 1l
ST N YO (O [
oy 1 T 1 VO 1O H—A— =1, s

W FF ”ZE?’/{U (Al T AR

Usuaal Place of Residerice | % L \ pcaion N . R
O T [T i1t_‘r7' U’u(ﬂ K. |

O A T W T
T Y 1 e

E-mail Address
Instruction

0972EG

2

© Tl ection s appllbi 22 permanens eiens perwi hlders ool W ey

Emme™T ] B T
[

3

4

e | 1 1 Ly 1]

Fl

i I | umhmb’
o | |

i

"’~<

andn;‘ wyistration This proof must be submitted hange for the new identity documeny
Surname . e O

uu-s’e’nmmlj JJJ Ll mm M T .% ‘1 B [y Lol

Existing identity number .. - o has loday applied for. mamlly document. Date stamp of application office
Oifice chasen fot collection al ready dncum:nt y ‘

B [ T

e |lll!!llll|
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E :

Do not fold. Post unfolded

Left Hand t Hand
Plain Prints e

Left thumb Right thumb
2 FINGERPRINT CLASSIFICATION
Surname and initials,
Kdentity -
Fingerprints taken b

Male  Female

Classification:

oo [ [ [ 7]

When a finger is missing, deformed,

menrmiuns | || [miGuTmoex | RIGHTMIDDLE [ | |

e [ | werre | [

wrrtioms | || [weFTiNDEX | | ) [uerwopie | || [werrene | [ | [weerswan | | ]
1 destare that the nformaion rnished by me herein i e s
Stgstatare of left thumb print nuwhual

Left thusts Lehi thumb Reght thurmb

RINDLY TAKENOTE CHANGE OF PARTICULARS ONLY

L Wyon have minor ahibdien) bor after 2002 your penticsbars willantmatically be changed on your chitd /childcen's birth record
2 W your childtrea) were b befiore 2002 vou ms! file wn application to get your <hild's /< Rildens bieth reenrds smended
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[Annexure C substituted by GN 156/2021]

Annexure C (Regulation 5(1)

FRONT
REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA
REFUGEE IDENTITY CARD
No.
Photograph SURNAME
of holder of
Identity Card FIRST NAME(S)
SIGNATURE
BACK
DATE OF BIRTH CITIZENSHIP
COUNTRY OF BIRTH Quick
Response
GENDER HEIGHT/M EYE COLOUR Code
DATE OF ISSUE
APPL. NO
MACHINE READABLE ZONE
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ANNEXURE D
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO WITHDRAW REFUGEE STATUS

(Regulation 8}

Registration mImbBEE ..o e e an P
MNams of eeopnized FefUECC ot
Drate ol recognition s @ TEIECE .o v ieeeeiesvmsimames s e s srar s s e s emn s e

Nurmber ol e el Lo e

You are hereby notitied that your refupes status is interms of section 23(1) of the Namibia
Eelugees (Recognition and Control) Act, 1999 under reconyideration for the following
reasons:

You arc hereby cilled upon 1o make oral or wrillen representations with regard to the
imtendded witkgdrawul of your rufugcc whalus 1 the Mamibia Rcl‘ugc{;; Committes within

14 days [rom the date of service of this notice.

Should you elect to make oral represanrations to the Cemmittes, you shall have the righe -

{al  to be persomally prosenu al ibe inquiry, to be assisted or represented by a leea’
practitioner or any ather persen of wour choice and 10 mve ar subimil oral or

documentary evidance; and

By 1o have ar interpretor assipmed 1o vou by the Commitice, if the nguiry is condéucted

iv a lanpuape that you do not understand.

| E LT Signature..

Chairperson of Committee

DVALE ronvrirremress rmansrsss rmanssonssssannsarars Sigmature
Recegnized Refagee
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ANNEXIIRE E

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DETAIN OR EXPEL
RECOGNIZED REFUGEETROTECTED PERSOIN®

{Regulation 9017)

BERISIrALION FIUIIBIEL ouvicvsie et v e e e e v s e ems e s ms e s et e e e
Narme of reeognized refupes/rotected PErSON™ .o e e
AUAAIBES 1ot et e e e et e e ee e e m e e e e

You are hereby notifled that the Minister of [Tome Affairs has ander section 2401y ol the
Namihia Relugees {Recognilion and Conuol) Act, 1399, requested your detention/
expulsion from MNamibiato® e

Tar the followme reasens:

You arc hereby called upon to make oral or written representelions with regand 10 the
mnterded detention ar expulsion 1o the Mamibia Refigees Commiltze wathin 7 days from

the date ol service of this note,.

Should you elect to make oral representations ta the Commiitee. vou shall bave the righe -

{a)  to bc personally present sl the inguiny, 0 be assisted or represented by a legal
practitioner or any olher person of your chotee and to pive or submit vmal or

docutnentary cvidenee: and

(Bt to have an interpreter assigned to you by the Commitlee, 17 the inquiry is conducted

in a language that you do not understand.

.
[ EH SO — SBIZBATUNE i isss s st s e

Chairperson of Committee

| . E: L — SIONAMITE 1ovveee e eeesrmsms s mms s s samsa s s vn s s s emenene

Rceognized Refugec/Protected Person®

* Delete whichever 1= inapplicable.
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ANNEXURE I

ORDER OF DETENTION

[Regulation 9(2)ak)

Rogialration MImBEE ... ... i oot e et et e et e e e n e sm e sm s en s st s srr e
Name of recognized refugeaproteciod person™® e
Date of hecoming a recognized refugec/protected person™ .
[rate of notice of inlended defemliom ...

Drte o represerlaliems {T5aIF ) o i s e e e e s

| , beinge the Comumissioner Tor Relugees, hereby ander section 2405
ofthe Namibia R:.J“ugeea {Recognition and Coaual) Act, 1993, arder thuat you be detained
until/pending * . - for the tollowing reasons:

You have the right to appeal within 7 days from the date of service of this onder to the
Namibin Refugees Appeal Beard against the decision to order your detention.

1T SIENAUTE | s riarmresrse o st avrssisrss e st anns
Coemmissioner for Refugees
THALE wrrie e cemams cmemrmmn e s SEONATUFR oo cer e e e e enmr s s smsnss s sy e

Recognized Rﬁfugeea‘]’rntec(ed Permn*

* Delete whichever is inapplicable.
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ANNEXLRE G

ORDER OF EXPULSLON
(Regulation 9(2)(ak)

ROpIstration NUmbar ..
Mame ol recognized refagee/protected person® . e

AUBAEEES oottt a1 e e e e e e b1 bR s e e

Drate of becoming 4 recognized refupes/protected persom® ...ooiee e e e
Drate of notice of inlended eXpulsIon .o e

Dt of represeniations [IFANYY e e e

Lo being the Commissioner for Refupees, hereby under section 24(5)
ofthe Namibia Refupecs i Recognition and Contrel) Act, 1999, order that you be cxpellcd
1romm Wamibia 16 e e [OT UG following reasons:

You have the 1‘ig|'|l to ap'pca| within 7 L:_a}-'s, fromn the date of sorvice of this order to the

Namibia Relugees Appeal Hoard againgt the decision to order your expuls:on fram

Narmlbia.
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