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Definitions 
 

1. In these regulations, unless the context otherwise indicates, “the Act” means the 
Electoral Act, 2014 (Act No. 5 of 2014), and any word or expression to which a meaning has been 
assigned in the Act, has that meaning. 
 
Application 
 

2. These regulations apply to all Presidential elections, elections for members of the 
National Assembly, elections for members of Regional Councils, elections for members of local 
authority councils and the holding of referendum in terms of the Act. 
 

[The word singular “referendum” should be  
in one of the plural forms: “referenda” or “referendums”.] 

 
Prescribed forms 
 

3. A reference in these regulations to a form with a specific number is a reference to 
the form with that number as set out in Annexure 1 to these regulations. 
 
Election agents 
 

4. The number of persons who may be appointed in terms of section 66(1) of the Act 
by a political party or independent candidate for an election in question as election agents for a 
polling station may not be more than two. 
 
Counting agents 
 

5. The number of persons who may be appointed in terms of section 67(1) of the Act 
by a political party or independent candidate for an election in question as election agents for a 
polling station may not be more than two. 
 
Sealing 
 

6. (1)  A presiding officer must close and seal every ballot box to be closed and 
sealed by him or her in terms of paragraph (c) of section 92(1) of the Act in the manner of if a 
numbered strap seal provided by the Chief Electoral and Referenda Officer for this purpose is 
used, according to the type of ballot box, the lid of the ballot box must be closed and a strap seal 
must be threaded and tightened through both holes on the side of the ballot box. 

 
[There is a structural problem with the sentence in subregulation (2), relating to the use of the 

phrase “in the manner of if”. The provision seems to be describing the manner in which  
a ballot box must be sealed in the event that a strap seal is used.] 

 
(2) A presiding officer must close and seal the aperture in every ballot box to be closed 

and sealed by him or her in terms of section 92(7) or paragraph (a) of section 104 of the Act in 
that according to the type of ballot box the sliding aperture on the lid of the plastic ballot box 
must be closed and a plastic strap seal must be threaded through the slit in the staple of the sliding 
aperture as well as the slit in the fixed staple of the lid. 
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(3) Every envelope or packet to be sealed by a returning officer or presiding officer in 
terms of any provision of the Act or these regulations must be sealed in any manner provided for 
in subregulation (1) or (2) when an empty ballot box is used. 

 
(4) A returning officer or presiding officer must keep a record indicating the number of 

all numbered seals used by him or her and the purpose for which each such seal has been used. 
 
Ballot papers 
 

7. The ballot paper contemplated in - 
 

(a) paragraph (a) of section 99(2), must be in the form as set out in Annexure 2 hereto; 
and 

 
(b) paragraph (b) of section 99(2), must be in the form as set out in Annexure 3 hereto. 

 
Secrecy of official stamps and ballot papers 
 

8. (1)  Particulars of the official stamp or ballot papers, except the form of the ballot 
papers, names of the candidates and names and symbols of the parties, for use on polling day may 
not be made known before or on polling day to any person other than the members of the 
Commission, the Chief Electoral and Referenda Officer and the officers designated to assist him 
or her in terms of section (17) of the Act and the returning officers, presiding officers and polling 
officers. 

 
(2)  Any person who contravenes this subregulation (1) commits an offence and on 

conviction is liable to a fine not exceeding N$5 000 or imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
12 months or to both such fine and such imprisonment. 
 

[The word “this” in subregulation (2) is superfluous.] 
 
Additional ballot boxes 
 

9. (1)  If for any reason it becomes necessary at any time during the polling period 
to use an additional ballot box at any polling station, the aperture of the ballot box which has been 
used must be closed and sealed in accordance with section 92(4) of the Act. 
 

[The number “(1)” appears to be in error, as there are 
 no other subregulations in regulation 9.] 

 
Attendance at counting of votes 
 

10. (1)  During the counting of votes a person may not be allowed by the returning 
officer to enter the place where the result of the poll is to be determined, except - 
 

(a) a member of the Commission; 
 
(b) the Chief Electoral Officer; 
 
(c) a director; 
 
(d) a chief regional officer; 
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(e) the returning officer concerned; 
 
(f) any counting officer concerned; 
 
(g) any election agent or counting agent entitled to attend at the polling station; 
 
(h) any person appointed by an accredited observer; 
 
(i) the polling officers or any police officer on duty; and 
 
(j) any other person authorised in writing by the Chief Electoral Officer. 
 
(2) A person who is present at the counting of votes must before the final result of the 

election in question has been announced in accordance with the provisions of regulation 11 
outside the place referred to in that regulation by the returning officer, may not disclose outside 
such place any information concerning the result of the election or the number of votes cast in 
favour of a particular candidate or a political party or organisation. 

 
[The word “must” in subregulation (2) is superfluous.] 

 
(3) Any person who contravenes subregulation (2) commits an offence and on 

conviction is liable to a fine not exceeding N$2 500 or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
six months or to both such fine and such imprisonment. 
 
Announcement of results 
 

11. An announcement by the Presiding Officer, Returning Officer or the Chairperson of 
the Commission, as the case may be, of the result of an election in terms of any provision of the 
Act, must be made - 

 
(a) orally inside the place where the result of the election has been determined; and 
 
(b) by affixing a notice outside the entrance of the place referred to in paragraph (a). 

 
Voters who voted at a constituency in which they are not registered 
 

12. A list of voters who voted in an election at a constituency, but who are not registered 
at the constituency at which they voted referred to in section 100(17) of the Act, must be on Form 
39. 
 

[The comma after the phrase “at a constituency” is misplaced and should appear  
immediately before the phrase “referred to in section 100(17)  

of the Act” to offset that phrase properly.] 
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ANNEXURES 

 
To view content without printing, scroll down. 

 
To print at full scale (A4), double-click the icon below. 

 

GN 297/2020 
Annexures 1-3
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