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Government Notice

MINISTRY OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT

No. 113 2020

DIRECTIVES RELATING TO WORKS AND TRANSPORT: STATE OF EMERGENCY - 
COVID-19 REGULATIONS

Under regulation 14(1) and (3) of the State of Emergency - Covid-19 Regulations published under 
Proclamation No. 9 of 28 March 2020, with the authorisation of the President and the approval of the 
Attorney-General, I issue the directive set out in the Schedule.

J. MUTORWA
MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT Windhoek, 29 April 2020

SCHEDULE

Definitions

 1. In these directives a word or expression to which a meaning has been attached in the 
Road Traffic and Transport Act, the regulations made thereunder or the regulations, has that meaning 
and, unless the context otherwise indicates -

“Minister” means the Minister of Works and Transport;
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“period of lockdown” means the period from the commencement of this directive until the end of the 
period of lockdown specified in regulation 3 of the regulations;

“regulations” means the State of Emergency Regulations made by Proclamation No. 9 of 28 March 
2020; and

“the Road Traffic and Transport Act” means the Road Traffic and Transport Act, 1999 (Act No. 22 
of 1999).

Applicability of these directives

 2.  These directives apply in spite of any provision of a regulation or other law which 
may be amended by the Minister and which might be in conflict with these directives and the 
provisions of such regulation or law is deemed to have been amended by the Minister in as far as it 
is so in conflict.

Restriction on number of persons to be conveyed in motor vehicle

 3. (1)  A person who conveys persons (whether for reward or for any other purpose 
whatsoever) by means of a public or private motor vehicle, an animal-drawn vehicle or a pedal cycle 
may not transport -

(a)  more than three persons, including the driver, in a four seater motor vehicle; 

(b)  more than four persons, including the driver, in a five seater motor vehicle; 

(c)  more than four persons, including the driver, in a seven seater motor vehicle; 

(d)  a number of persons, including the driver which exceeds half of the number of 
passengers allowed to be transported in a motor vehicle not otherwise provided for 
in this directive;

(e)  more than two passengers, including the driver, in an animal-drawn vehicle; and

(f )  any person other than the driver on a motorcycle, motor tricycle or pedal cycle. 

 (2) The number of seats of a motor vehicle is for the purposes of subdirective (1) 
determined in accordance with regulation 252 of the regulations made under the Road Traffic and 
Transport Act.

 (3)  An owner or a driver of a motor vehicle, animal-drawn vehicle or pedal cycle who 
contravenes or fails to comply with subdirective (1) commits an offence and is on conviction liable 
to a fine not exceeding N$2 000 or imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months or to both 
such fine and such imprisonment.

Suspension of expiry of licences and other documents

 4. (1) Subject to subdirective (2), if any licence, certificate, permit or other 
document or authority issued under a law administered by the Minister expires and is due for renewal, 
on a date during the period of lockdown, such date is deemed to be thirty days after the period of 
lockdown ends: Provided that where the law in question provides for a period of grace, that date is 
deemed to be the date on which such period of grace ends.

 (2)  In the case of a temporary permit, the date of expiration is twenty one days after the 
end of the period of lockdown.
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Cross-border transport of goods

 5.  Permits for the cross-border transport of goods may be issued only if the transport of 
the goods in question between zones would be lawful in terms of the regulations.

Cross-border transport of passengers

 6.  No permit for the cross-border transport of passengers by motor vehicle may be 
issued if the entry of the passengers into Namibia would be unlawful in terms of the regulations or if 
the entry into the foreign country by the passengers to be transported would be unlawful according 
to the law of that country.

Services to be provided during period of lockdown

 7.  (1) A registering authority or driving license testing centre may operate in 
respect of roadworthy test for heavy vehicles with a gross vehicle mass of more than 3500kg and 
which transports essential goods within the country or from across the borders.

 (2)  A registering authority or driving license testing centre may operate in order to issue 
renewing driving licence cards to drivers transporting essential goods if the card expires during the 
State of Emergency period.

 (3) The transport regulation centre may operate in order to issue road transportation 
permits to operators for cross border and abnormal load transportation in respect of transportation of 
essential goods.

 (4) The registering authority will be on standby to renew motor vehicle licences which 
have expired, on request.

________________


