
Uis on the Rise: From Settlement to Town – 

What This Means for the Community 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Uis Is Rising and it needs you. Big changes are coming to Uis and the most important part of 

this journey is YOU. For many years, Uis has been known for its beautiful setting at the foot 

of the Brandberg and its hardworking people. Now, we’re stepping into a new chapter, Uis is 

finally becoming a TOWN! 

The Ministry of Urban and Rural Development (MURD) will officially proclaim Uis a town 

in November 2025. This transition is governed by the Local Authorities Act, 1992 (Act No. 

23 of 1992) and involves: 

1. A feasibility study 

2. Community and stakeholder consultations 

3. Approval and recommendation from the Erongo Regional Council 

4. Final proclamation by the Minister of Urban and Rural Development 

5. Establishment of a Town Council and administrative systems 

This is more than a simple name change. It’s about power. It’s about progress. It’s about the 

people of Uis taking control of their own future. 

 

WHAT DOES UIS BECOMING A TOWN MEAN? 

 

✓ Uis will have its own Town Council, made up of local people, elected by you, 

representing YOU. 

 

✓ Uis will have the power to improve its own basic services:  like roads, water, housing, 

clinics, and more. 

 

✓ Uis will be able to bring in more development funding, create jobs, and attract 

businesses and tourists. 

 



✓ Uis will finally have a say in how its land is being used, who gets to live where, and 

how the town grows. 

 

WHY NOW? 

 

Uis has everything it takes: 

 • A population of over 14,000, mostly young and energetic people who are full of ideas 

 • A powerful history and potential in mining 

 • A growing tourism sector 

 • A location that connects coast to inland, which is perfect for trade and business 

 • A community that’s ready to lead 

 

THERE’S WORK TO BE DONE 

 

Becoming a town is not just about paperwork, it’s about people power. YOU need to be ready, 

united, and informed. 

✓ YOU need to vote in the upcoming local elections and choose leaders who will stand 

up for Uis, not themselves. 

 

✓ YOU need to demand fairness: in land rights, in housing, in services. 

 

✓ YOU need to build skills: especially for our youth, so that jobs stay here in Uis. 

 

✓ YOU need to speak up: join meetings, give your ideas, and hold leaders accountable. 

 

✓ Land, Jobs, and Housing: Your Voice Matters 

 

We know there are real concerns: 

 • High water bills 

 • Few affordable homes 

 • Jobs going to outsiders 

 • Scarce training opportunities/ Skills development 

Now this is your chance to change that, but only if you speak up and take part. Let’s make sure 

we play our part and build a town where: 



1. Families can own land and build a home 

2. Youth can learn skills and get jobs 

3. Services are better and fairer 

4. Visitors come, and locals benefit 

5.  Everyone, no matter their background, has a place and a voice  

 

The government is giving us the tools, but it’s up to us to use them! 


