LION RANGERS IN NAMIBIA

Did you know that, in the Kunene Region of northwest Namibia, some
lions live in extreme desert conditions2 They manage to live in a harsh
habitat of sand dunes, gravel plains and mountains, or sometimes on

the beaches of the Skeleton Coast! We call them desert adapted lions.

Over the last 25 years, the population of desert adapted lions has grown, and so has the human population. Which means the conflicts between
communities and lions have increased, as they have to share the same land.

MY GOAT!!

Imagine living as close to lions as those farmers do: they depend on their livestock for food and cash to buy essentials like maize meal, soap or
nowadays a mobile phone. Their livestock is often their ‘only source of income.

Fortunately, the Lion Rangers work with communities, the ?overnmenf
and non-governmental organisations to monitor lions and prevent human-Tion conflicts. Who are they?

There are 30 lion rangers in 10 conservancies in the
Kunene region today, where most of the conflicts with
ions take place. Together, they cover a surface o
around 30 000 square kilometres, which they often
patrol on foot!

Their role is to facilitate communication between farmers, the Rapid Response Team that responds to conflict incidents and the Ministry of Environment,
Forestry and Tourism. They also regularly patrol their conservancies to look for signs of lion presence and movement in order to keep farmers informed

of the lions’ location.
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Keep communities informed about the conflict, and

conflict, chase lions away with noise and fireworks explain to farmers that lions are crucial for tourism
in Namibia, so they do not kill them.

Assist the Rapid Response Team when there is a

In other words, Lion Rangers help
maintaining the fragile balance between humans and wildlife!
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