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Members of Civil Society and the media 

Dear partners and friends, 

I am pleased to see us all gathered here today for the launch of this 

very important three-year EU-project "Empowering the San: Legal 

Capacity building and Human Rights" which will be implemented 

by the Legal Assistance Centre, in close collaboration with other 

relevant stakeholders in Namibia. 

This project will aim to contribute to the betterment of the situation 

of the San people, particularly with regards to enhancing their 

capacity to access their human rights. This can only be achieved 

through the support and collaboration of various stakeholders, 

including the San people themselves, the Office of the Prime 

Minister, the Office of the Ombudsman, and other government 

stakeholders, as well as Namibian citizens. 

In the 33 years since Namibia's independence, the San people 

have faced profound challenges - challenges that have been 

painstakingly documented in two comprehensive studies carried 
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out by the Legal Assistance Centre and published in 2001 and 

2014 respectively, as well as documented in further assessments. 

The challenges that San people face are multi-faceted. Let me 

name a few examples: 

• Land Dispossession: The San people have historically been 

marginalized, with their ancestral lands often taken for 

conservation or commercial purposes, leaving them with 

limited access to their traditional territories. 

• Discrimination: The San continue to experience 

discrimination and prejudice, limiting their access to 

education, healthcare, and employment opportunities. 

• Socioeconomic Marginalization: Many San people live in 

poverty, lacking basic services and economic opportunities, 

which perpetuates a cycle of disadvantage and poverty. This 

reality is also evident in the mid-September Ombudsman's 

report, which revealed a severe malnutrition crisis in the 

Omaheke region mainly affecting San children, due to 
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delayed food distribution, farm evictions, lack of information 

regarding vulnerability grants, unemployment, and 

generational poverty. 

• Loss of Cultural Heritage: The preservation of their cultural 

heritage remains a concern, with ongoing threats to their 

traditional practices, languages, and way of life. 

• Lack of Political Representation: The San community 

remains underrepresented in political and decision-making 

processes, which hinders their ability to advocate for their 

rights and needs. 

• Limited Access to Education: Educational opportunities for 

San children are limited, contributing to lower literacy rates 

and reduced future prospects. 

• Health Disparities: Health issues such as malnutrition and 

lack of access to healthcare services have been persistent 

challenges for the San community. 

4 



• As if all of the above were not enough, environmental 

pressures, changes in land use and climate impact the San 

communities' ability to sustain traditional livelihoods such as 

hunting and gathering. 

Despite of the efforts that have been made to address some of 

these challenges, more work is needed to improve the human 

rights situation for the San population in Namibia and ensure their 

rights and dignity are upheld. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

With to the above outlined situation, we are pleased that this new 

EU-funded project will be implemented by the Legal Assistance 

Center, as they are uniquely positioned to complement social 

interventions by focusing on the rule of law in a democratic society 

founded on human rights. The extensive research undertaken by 

the Legal Assistance Center, have illuminated a stark reality: the 

collective living situation of the San has not improved significantly 
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over the past decades, even if some communities have seen 

marginal progress. 

These findings indicate that immense efforts are still required to 

improve the conditions of the San people and only through 

collaboration between all stakeholders we can bring about a 

positive change. The San people are right holders of human rights 

and constitutional rights. However, these enshrined constitutional 

rights do often not translate into actionable measures. Therefore, 

the duty bearers, who are responsible for upholding and delivering 

on human rights must act responsibly, ensuring that universal 

human rights are accessible to the entire population within a 

country's borders. 

Therefore, the project's primary objective is to enable the San 

people to independently exercise their rights, and when needed, to 

ensure accountability among the right bearers. This empowerment 
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will include capacitating the communities to claim their rights, 

strengthening their community structures and therefore enhancing 

their capacity for advocacy. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The European Union (EU) is eager to strengthen indigenous 

peoples' rights, worldwide, which includes several key elements: 

Promoting Indigenous Rights: We support the recognition and 

protection of indigenous peoples' rights, in line with international 

agreements such as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 

of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). 

Inclusive Development: We advocate for inclusive and 

sustainable development in indigenous communities, aiming to 

ensure that they benefit from economic growth without 

compromising their cultural heritage or traditional way of life. 
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Participation and Consultation: We stress the importance of 

involving indigenous communities in decision-making processes 

that affect them, respecting their free, prior, and informed consent. 

Cultural Preservation: The EU values the preservation of 

indigenous cultures, languages, and knowledge, and supports 

initiatives that promote cultural heritage. 

Combating Discrimination: The EU works to combat 

discrimination and social exclusion faced by indigenous peoples, 

striving to create a more inclusive and equal society. 

And finally, partnerships: We collaborate with indigenous 

organizations, civil society, and governments to implement policies 

and programs that strengthen indigenous rights. 
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Our support to indigenous rights reflect our commitment to 

upholding international human rights standards and promoting the 

well-being and empowerment of indigenous communities within 

and beyond our borders. 

Dear Friends, 

There still remains a lot of work to be done to contribute to equal 

opportunities for San people in Namibia. The EU is looking forward 

to contribute to Namibia's path in alleviating the inequalities 

between different populations. We hope that this project will 

contribute to improved equality and respect as well as engagement 

of San communities in spheres of public and private life, and 

ultimately towards more equality in Namibia. 

We wish all parties involved the best of success in their fruitful 

collaborations. Without further ado, I would like to pass on to our 

guest of honour, Mr. Basilius Dyakugha, who can provide a more 
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comprehensive overview of recent developments concerning the 

situation of the San people. 

Thank you. 
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