
What is a protection order? 

A protection order is a court order 

saying that the abuser must stop the 

violent behaviour, stay away from the 

people who are being abused, or even 

leave the family home altogether.

How do you apply for a 

protection order? 

1.    Go to the Magistrate’s Court. 

You do not need a lawyer and 

the Clerk of the Court will 

help you to fi ll in the forms.

2.    You should take any witnesses 

who have seen th e violence 

and any evidence you may 

have, such as medical records.

3.  The Magistrate will look at 

your application. If there is 

enough evidence, a temporary 

protection order will be 

made. The Magistrate may 

want more information 

before making a decision.

4. When the abuser is given 

the protection order, he/

she must decide to accept 

it or to disagree with it.

5. If the abuser disagrees, an 

informal hearing will be held 

with the Magistrate. This hearing 

is private. At the hearing, both 

people can tell their side of 

the story. The Magistrate will 

then decide whether or not to 

make a fi nal protection order. 

6. If the abuser accepts the 

protection order, the 

protection order becomes 

fi nal without a hearing.

7. The court will send a copy 

of the protection order to 

the local police station.
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Disclaimer: 

The persons depicted 
in this series of posters are 
not actual victims.
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