
What to do 
If someone stops 

payIng maIntenance
I need a 

new school 
uniform.

I don’t 
have any 
money.

Why don’t 
you ask daddy 

for money?

daddy 
has stopped 

paying 
maintenance.



sam’s father has stopped 
paying maintenance. 

What can I do?

the court ordered him 
to pay maintenance. 

If he stops paying, he is 
committing a crime.

he stopped paying 
one year ago. 

Is it too late to go 
back to court?

you could have 
gone back just 10 days 

after he stopped 
paying. But you can 

still go back now. 
you don’t even 
need a lawyer.

I will go to court 
tomorrow.  

I really need the 
maintenance money 

to take care of 
sam properly.



you must make a statement saying how much 
money has not been paid. you should also give 
me any information about John’s property or 

his work that might help the magistrate decide 
what to do.  for example, is John working? 

do you know if John owns anything valuable?

I don’t know anything about his property, but 
I do know that he is still working at the same 

job as before. I also heard that since last year, 
he has made 3 different women pregnant!

that just means he must pay maintenance 
for all the children. he must use the 
money he earns to pay maintenance 
for his children before spending any 

money on luxuries for himself. 
how much money has not been paid?

John was supposed to pay 
n$300 per month. he 

stopped paying 12 months 
ago. that means he 
owes me n$3600.

maIntenance offIceR



there are a number of 
different ways to get the 

money from a person 
who has stopped paying 

maintenance. together we 
will decide what is best in 
this situation and we will 
make a statement to give 

to the magistrate.

We don’t need John’s 
consent for any of these 

steps, although he can come 
to court to ask for a different 
method of enforcement if he 
wants. he can also ask for 

a change in the maintenance 
order itself if his situation 

has changed since the 
court made the order.

the court can order John’s employer to take 

the money owed out of his saLaRy and send it 

directly to you. the court can order that John’s pRopeRty must 

be sold to pay the maintenance that is owed. 

If someone owes money to John, the court can 

order that the deBt must be paid directly to you 

to cover the money owed.
If John is receiving a pensIon or some other 

benefit, the court can order that the money 

owed must be taken out and paid directly 

to you.

It is clear that John is not 
trustworthy about paying 
maintenance. the money  

must be taken directly from 
his salary. the clerk of the 
court will send a notice to 
his employer within 7 days 
saying that part of John’s 

salary must be sent straight 
to the child’s mother. magIstRate



What?!? money is being  
taken from my salary to pay 
maintenance for sam. I had 

better speak to my girlfriends.

I love you but I cannot 
give you any money 

for the baby.

the maintenance act says 
that both parents have 
a duty to maintain their 

child. that means you and 
I both have to contribute. 

I love you 
but I cannot 

give you 
any money 

for the baby.

you are this child’s 
father. you have 
a legal duty to 

maintain this child. 
you have a job, there 

are no excuses.

I love you 
but I cannot 

give you 
any money 

for the baby.

Just because we are not married 
does not mean that you can forget 

about this child. all children 
have a right to maintenance.

I need to 
go to the 

maintenance 
court to see 

the clerk 
about this!



I cannot pay n$3600 plus 
interest to you! I have many  

children to care for now.

sam needs this 
money, John.

I won’t 
pay!! 

failure to pay 
maintenance 

without a good 
reason is a crime. 
the punishment 

could be n$4000 
or going to prison 

for 12 months! 

But I am going to be the 
father of 4 children soon!

then the money you earn will have to be shared between 
all 4 children. money for your children will have to 

come before buying a new car or fancy clothes.



you have a responsibility to pay for 
all of your children. you can pay the 
money you owe to sarah slowly by 

paying a little more than before each 
month. you must pay n$400 per month 
until your debt is paid off. It will come 

straight from your salary to make 
sure that you do pay. and you must 
pay for your other children as well.

I learnt an 
important 

lesson 
today. 

I must pay 
for every 
child that 

I have.

do yoU ...
haVe a QUestIon?
haVe a comment?

contact Us!

sms: 081-6000098
email: info@lac.org.na  •  fax: 088-613693

post: p.o. Box 604 Windhoek

We would like to hear your 
feedback about this comic.

magIstRate



maIntenance is money or goods 
that a person has a legal duty to 
provide for the support of his or 
her children or other dependants. 
maintenance is usually paid for basic 
living expenses such as rent, food, 
clothing, medicine and school fees.  

this comic has been produced to 
explain what to do if a person who 
should be paying maintenance under 
an order from the maintenance court 
stops making the payments. the comic 
explains the law using the example of 
sam and his parents, sarah and John. 

dependant: someone who depends 
upon the support of another person 
to live. children are dependants of 
their parents.

compLaInant: the person who 
applies for the maintenance order.

defendant: the person who is 
asked to pay the maintenance order.

text:  
RacheL coomeR
Illustrations, design and layout:
dUdLey VIaLL and peRRI capLan
project supervision:  
dIanne hUBBaRd
funding:  
dUtch mInIstRy of foReIgn affaIRs,  
mdg3 fUnd
printing: 
pRInteR to enteR name
publisher:  
gendeR ReseaRch & adVocacy pRoJect,  
LegaL assIstance centRe, 2010
this comic may be freely copied for educational  
purposes, as long as the source is acknowledged.
an electronic version of this publication is posted  
on the Lac website: www.lac.org.na

men, take 
ResponsIBILIty 

foR yoUR 
chILdRen!


