
                                      

 

Mr Raul Fuentes Milani, Head of Delegation of the European Union 

Ms Dee Sauls, Vice-President of the Law Society of Namibia 

Representatives from the European Union and the diplomatic corps, Ambassador Onno 

Hueckmann from the German Embassy 

Donors, Trustees and colleagues of the Legal Assistance Centre 

Members of the media 

Welcome to the Legal Assistance Centre 

 

Ms Sauls has just given us some insight into the importance of access to justice and what it 

hopes to achieve.  I would like to now focus more specifically on the cooperation between the 

European Union and the Legal Assistance Centre.  The EU has pledged the sum of 200 000 Euros 

to the Access to Justice Project of the Legal Assistance Centre over a two year period.  This 

project will be focusing on promoting the rule of law and defending human rights in Namibia. 

This is obviously a very broad aim so please permit me to place this focus into the context of 

the work done by the LAC. 

The Legal Assistance Centre is the only public interest law firm serving the entire Namibian 

nation over its vast regions.  Although we are a law firm we do not just do litigation but 

promote human rights in a holistic manner, therefore additionally using research, advocacy, 

education, training, legal advice and support.  Since we assist those who are indigent and 

cannot afford to pay for our services, we would not last very long if it was not for the generous 



support received from various donors, a major one now being the European Union, which 

funding will specifically be used to support our litigation vehicle, the Human Rights and 

Constitutional Litigation Unit, also called HURICON, who will be implementing the Access to 

Justice Project. 

The LAC additionally has projects which focus on a number of topical issues, including gender 

rights, land rights and HIV/AIDS and the law.  HURICON litigates matters which arise under 

these headings but additionally concentrates on strategic litigation in the public interest, as well 

as impact litigation when necessary.  Such litigation aims not only to assist the actual litigant, 

but also strives to change policy or legislation which is unconstitutional, and thus has a 

multiplier effect and will have impact on a much broader scale. 

The Legal Assistance Centre believes that we should all strive towards a human rights based 

democracy with a strong focus on socio-economic rights.  The majority of these rights are not 

directly entrenched in the Namibian Constitution, despite their being necessary for the 

improvement of people’s opportunities in life.  Namibians still live in abject poverty alongside 

extremes of wealth.  In order to balance and complement government efforts to reverse the 

ever increasing gap been rich and poor, the LAC has realized the necessity to employ litigation 

strategies to promote social justice in Namibia.  The funding we are here to receive today for 

the Access to Justice Project will enhance these ideals and will specifically focus on the 

following rights: 

Access to health and medical negligence 

The LAC receives daily complaints of alleged medical negligence suffered by patients attending 

state hospitals right across the country.  Our newspapers regularly report on the lack of 

adequate resources in state hospitals to the extent where a Commission of Enquiry was 

conducted.  Positive progress does not seem to be readily ascertainable however.  HURICON 

will act in a limited number of cases that will raise further awareness of these concerns as well 

as hold the state liable for incompetent facilities. 

Access to clean water 



Although Namibia has been classified as an upper-middle income country, unfortunately many 

people continue to exist in dire circumstances without access to this most basic necessity of 

human life.  This intervention has the aim of encouraging a minimum standard in terms of 

access to water for each household nationwide as is recognized by international standards and 

that can be supported nationally. 

The right to education in general and for people with disabilities 

Access to education means equal availability of quality schools, school facilities, learning 

materials and transport to and from learning centres.  It also means equal opportunities in 

education for men, women, children and people with disabilities.  Through HURICON’s activities 

under the Access to Justice Project, the LAC will continue to fight for these rights to be 

recognized and shared equally by, in particular, minority groups. 

And finally 

The right to privacy and confidentiality of people living with HIV and AIDS 

People living with HIV and AIDS are continuously being discriminated against in the work place 

with documented instances of this occurring when applying for vacancies as civil servants in the 

Namibian Defence Force and the police.  Despite technological and medical improvements 

having raised the standard of living of PLHIV’s, it remains a battle to ensure equal treatment 

and enjoyment of rights.  HURICON will take on this battle. 

 

With this short summary of the activities that lie ahead, I would like to sincerely thank the 

European Union for its support and for its faith in our activities and in our organization. It is 

only with such support that we are able to continue with our work. 

We undertake to use the support pledged wisely and in a manner that will ensure that we can 

continue providing the services still so desperately needed.  We are confident that this support 

represents a further brick in the building of a human rights based democracy in Namibia and we 

sincerely thank you for this vote of confidence.  



Lastly, we have prepared some pamphlets which summarize what the Access to Justice Project 

will address in the forthcoming two years and we encourage you to take one.  Copies of these 

pamphlets will be disseminated country wide to ensure that it reaches those communities that 

need our assistance so desperately. 

Thank you for your time. 

Toni Hancox, Director 

Legal Assistance Centre 

14 March 2014 


