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Press Statement

Rights to peaceful protest

As a member of the Action Coalition, the Legal Assistance Centre wishes to acknowledge
the statement published on 16 May 2022. The excessive use of force in police action can
never be condoned in a democratic society. The Legal Assistance Centre records its
concern with the actions of the Namibian Police when responding to the protests in
Chinatown on the 13t of May 2022. The Inspector-General of the Namibian Police is
reminded of the constitutional right of peaceful protest as implied by Article 21 of the
Namibian Constitution, and the commensurate duty of the authorities to apply minimum
force. Although it is acknowledged that the Namibian Police must assess the dangers in
any situation, we submit that the use of tear gas should be a last resort. Rubber bullets
can maim and kill, and should not be considered an acceptable form of crowd control. The
Inspector-General is respectfully requested to consider relevant training for his police
officers to ensure that they are able to address such situations with the necessary restraint
and to ensure that the required riot gear is accessible to its officers.
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