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Peace in Angola means socio-
economic justice in Namibia!
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“One day we will all be equal...”

After a two-year research of
the land reform and resettlement
process in Namibia, the LAC pub-
lished its report in April 2002. The
findings presented a bleak picture
of the process of land reform and
resettlement. Following is the first
part of a summary of the research
findings and recommendations.

Acquisition of land

The Government 15 not buying
enough land for land reform pur-
poses. At the current pace of aboul
G0 farms in the first ten years of
independence, the government
might purchuse 900 farms in 100
vears, which is less than 20% of
the more than 4500 farms cur
rently in private ownership. Ths
is highly inadequate to comply
with the letter and spirit ¢f the
Namibian Constitution, or to sal-
15ty the black majonity politically,
nor will it achieve equality 1n ru-
rit) and ceonomic relations.

The Government is purchasing
[erms for resettlement without any
plan. Farms are acquired when
ofterad for sale and when found
suitable for reseitlement. The cri-
teria of suitability are not known,
Six out of seven [arms have been
rejected as “unsuitable.” Tt is ree-
ommended that the Government
adopt a much broader amd trians
parent land reform and agricultural
programme, identify major re-
gions for resattlement and dcquire
blocks of farms, preferably adjit-
cent o existiing communal areas
These blocks af farms should be
madle avinlable (o large-scale com-
munal farmers.

Environment not
considered
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Kestoration of the environmem
must be put at the core of the land
reform process since much of the
agricultural lands are environmen
lally degraded. The resettlement of
farmers on these lands, without a
[process of environmentil restor-
tion, ensures fuilure and [urther
environmental degradation, The
agncultural potential of farms
be purchased for resettlement pur-
poses should be ascertained,
which is seemingly not happening,
In short, environmental 1mpact
assessments should be done for the
purposes of determining the sult-
amlity of particular farming units,

Lack of agricultural policy

Narmibian agriculture is based
on a cattle economy which is de-
pendent on
pressed international beef market

i volatile and de

Ihe country 1s self-sufficient only
in beel. dairy and mutton. This
kind of economy reflects a weak
agricultural policy and the govem
ment s moreover not developing
1 comprehensive policy tor the
agricultural sector. The potentiil
i r1'3_ll'm'- Ing more arain, ruis, veg-
etables and nuts should be ex-
plored. Gaod examples that Nu-
mibia has the porential for new
commercial agriculural initianyes
are the date progect at Naute Dam
and the vinevard project at the
Ausenkehr farms. Vast parts of
Kavango and Capnivi regions are
unexplored for crop production
There is virtually no economic re-
Latinnship belween communal and
commerciitl furmers, An inte-
erated agreculiural policy, which
should overnde the colonial her-
itage. is necded.

For the land reform programime
o work would require a level of
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miral and agricultural planning nol
yiel seen in Namibia

Selection of beneficiaries

Little information is avidlable
to assess Lhe process thal deals
with the selzction of beneficiaries
on resettlement farms, At leasl
several thousand Namibians will
gquality under the government's
published criteria. All the resettled
farmers visited by the researchers
were poor, some were displaced
by the pre-independence war,
some were driven off commercial
farms and all were in need of a
hivelihood, Yet 1t was not clear
how benelicianes were selected.

Basic agnicultural skills were
in most resettlement
Matching between the
skills of recipients and the skills
needed in the projects were absent
Careful s2lection of beneficiaries
and appropriate staffing at each

project are critical for the success
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of the resettlement process.

Sustainability questioned

None of the resettlement
projects visited were sustainable
bevond the intended five yeurs of
support from government. ln 2001
the government relaxed this policy
Lo provide suppert for periods de-
termined by the type of settlement
and cateeory of beneficianes. [Lis
recommended that the resettle-
ment projects be implemented
OVEr i ||.||'|;__f-,:l' |‘u,'.’"l.h1 SUCh as tento
fitteen years for 11 10 become sus-
tainable, und sustainability should
be monitored independently from
government, The government
must be able 1o intervene and to

restructure fuiling projects, and
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should provide more educationg
and technical support.

The beneliciumes a the Skoon
heid resettlement project, which
sturted in 1993, were sull heavily
dependent on food handouts from
the 2overnment in June 2000, The
Excelsior project, which 1s likely
the most successful of all resettle-
ment projects, seems to depend 4
ot on the Spanish development
consultants, who would have lefl
by August 2001 Although techm-
cul skills were transferred to the
heneficiaries, it is uncertain
whether beneficiaries have ac-
quirad enough leadership skills
durina the presence ol the Spun-
ish consuliants. The Cueen Sophia
project, also implemented with
assistance from the Spanish, only
started with its pmplementation in
the second year of its planned
three-year development assist
anee

I s recommended thal govem
ment and foreign development
agencies wWlentify benehiclaries
with potential leadership skills and
provide them with munugement
tratning. which will cquip them o
deul with the day-1o-day opera
tional functions on the resettle
ment farms. At the moment it ap
pears s 1f the resettlement projects
are being tun hke wellare pro
grammes. The more beneficiaries
become dependent on outside
help. the less equipped will they
be in the long run,

Excerpt from Deputy
Minister Mugunda'’s
speech

From Algena o South Adrica
and from the “Gold Coast™ 1o the
Homn of Afrnca, the land ssue has
been one of the hotest 1ssucs
throughout the colonial history. In
the past fifty vears or o of the
decolonization process, it was the
lund promise that moved the ha-
bitually pastoral and mert peasants
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From left are Norman Tiombe and Dianne Hubbard af the LAC, Deputy
Mintster of Women's Affairs, Mupunda and Clement Daniels of the LAC

into some of the bloadiest and
must glonous battles for freedom
aned restoration of African dignity
The anti-calonial struggle, which
s ansepariable from the struggle fon
lund, involved ancestors, or the
spirits, 10 be more precise. In the
early sistics in Aumbabwe the spir-
its of Mbuvu Nehanda and Sekuruy
Kagame told their ollspring
throueh the mediums that the time
had come [or them w stan Second
Chimurenga {or the Liberation
striuggelel, following their own e
ample wwards the end of the 197
century

And Zimbabweans rose. What
is more, Zimbabweans have shown
us recently that the land issue re-
mains explosive and that they
were ready Lo rise up aguin should
there be a need

But this book puts the problem
in i socio-legal perspective and
suggests thal there are other ways
of handling the lund 1ssue than
having Lo organize new uprisings,
It analyses the legislation on the
martter since 1990 unl this mo-
ment in the prevuiling soclo-eco
nomic context and highlights the
compromisas struck berween the
SWAPO government and the
white lnnd ownpers dl independ-

ence aimed at redressing the 1m-
balunces ol the pust but also en-
suring political stability, Neces-
sary compromises, 1 would say, 1if
we understand politics as the an
of the possible.

I'he critical overview of the
ongoing resettlement projects is
particularly sobering. While land
redistribution remains a highly
charged goal of all government
policies, some disappointments in
the practical execution of its deci-
sions poine o the complexity of
the problem and the need to tackle
it with caution and patience in or-
der to make it a success.

On the other hand. this hook
also criticizes the Government
where critictsm s due, primarily
with regard o the slow pace of
land acquisition Tor resettlement
purposes, There are other disap-
pointing revelations as well: |
must admit that 1 was panicularly
surprised to find out thal commer-
cial farmers are utilizing only 1,4
percent of the 34 percent of land
thit 15 suttable lor crop fammng!
With all the ndvantages al then
tisposal, is it nol possible for com
mercil farmers W glve d more sig-
nificant contribution to the coun
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