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Ombudswoman: human rights
should be a national priority
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Careat interest was shown by the public in the varions publications and leaflets
on offer at the LACY stall during the Human Rights Week.

The Office of the Ombudsman and other human rights NGOs (including
the LLAC) hosted & Human Rights Week from the 11" 10 the 14" of December
last year. The Prime Minister officially opened the eventful week.

In her public address the Ombudswoman, Advocate Bience Gawanas,
stressed that impreving and nurturing our democracy the Government and
the people of Namibia must promote good governance, observe the rule of
Law and respect human rights as a matter of prionty. “We have a challenge of
making social, economic and cultural rights a reality for the majority of our
paople so that we avoid a situation where people argue that human rights are
i luxury for the rich and nothing but words on paper without meaning for the
poor,” she said.

During the week other keynote speakers, such as Mr Bamey Pityana,
former chatrperson of the South Alrican Human Rights Commission, Mr
Gerson Mutendere from the Namibian Federation of People with Disabili-
tes and Mr Sandile Newdi, a media nghts activist, addressed public lectures
Dher activities included postry readings, music performances, movies and a
tent with stalls at the Zoo Purk.

My, Gawanas ighlighted the following socio-economic challenges and
threits w the building of a human rights culture in Namibia: HIV / AIDS,
unequal distnbution of wealth, violence against women and children. racism
and xenophobia
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Libertha and Eva
march on and on...
The LAC is proud 1o anmounce

that two ol its candidate lezal prac-
titioners, Libertha Kapere and
Evelyn Zimba have passed their
Justice Traiming Centre admission
exams during their first sitting. This
i5s a major achievement and evi-
dence of their hard work and com-
mitment, The LAC congratulates
them on this excellent achievement
and sees this as a contribution o
make the legal profession more
gender and racially balanced.

Here is a message from the
twi: *“We sat for the Justice Train-
ing Legal Practitioners Qualifying
Examinations in October/Novem
ber 2001 and passed. We wish 1o
thank evervone who assistad us in
giving us viluable advice, sup-
plied study materials and encour-
agement.

We also thank the LAC foral-
|l_}'l."|.']|_'|_g us 1o LlL'l OUT Allaciments, we
have learned a lot during the year
We feel that we have been equipped

Libertha Kapere

Eva Limba

with adequate practical training
[or the legal profession.

Chur message to all those that are
interested or intending to register
for the Justice Training Programme
is that with a lot of hard work and
motivation one can achieve any-
thing you set your mind to.’
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Volunteers aware r dedication to
Juvenile Justice Project

Three volunteers involved with the project for the last three years
were awarded with certificates at the Juvenile Justice Forum meeting

in November last vear. Hubent M. Kavandje, Nicolene Beukes and

Josef Mabuza (pictured above in the same order) have assisted the po-
lice over weekends to trace parents of arrested juveniles.

They have informed parents of a child's arrest, the date of the court
hearing and ensured proof of age. They also assisted with the facilita-

tion of the diversion option, namely the Life Skills Programme.

Goldstone slates
USA over Afghan
prisoners of war

In January this year a former
prosecutor for the United Nations”
criminal tribunals slated the
United States for trying to create
a new category ol prisoner for
fighters captured in Alshamstan,
*I1 seems Lo me the United States
IS creating some new category,”
sald Richard Goldstone.

“Either they’re prisoners of
war, in which cuse they are enti-
Ued 1o the protection of the Ge-
neva Convention. (Or) if they're
not prisoners of war, they are
common criminals and they
should be brought to trial in the
US if it wishes 1w de tha,” he

acdded.

Guoldstone, who is a South Af-
rican constitutionil court judge,
added his voice 0 a2 growing
number of groups attached to the
UN and human rights advocates
who have expressed concern
ahout the conditions in which
prisoners from Afghanistan are
heing transferred (o and held at
the US naval base at Guantimamo
Bay in Cuba.

*The best solution. it scems Lo
me, would be for them 1o be
placed before an international

criminal court.”

LN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Mary Robinson,
has sad she was concermned about
allegations over the treatment ol
prisoners, responding to reports
that they were shackled and
drugeed during their transfer from
Afghanistan to the US military
base in Cuba,

Robinson said the overwhelm-
ing view 1n legal circles was tha
the [ighters were prisoners of war
and their status was defined and
protected by the third Geneva
Convention of 19449
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Human rights training for law
enforcement officers

From the 29" of October o the
O'" of November last year, the Hu-
min Rights and Documentation
Centre, Faculty of Law ind Unam,
incollaboration with the Office of
the High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights (Geneva), hosted two
sessions of week long human
rights training for high rarked po-
lice otficers.

The topics ranged from an
overview of international and do-
mestic instruments of human
rights, general aspects of human
rights during detention, law en-
forcement, the rights of women
and conflict resolution. Clement
Daniels, Toni Hancox, Delme
Cupido and Leigh-Anne Agnew of

the LAC participated as resource
persons on the request of Dr
Worku who

orhnated the efforts,

Messeletch co-

The programme was very in-
teractive and feedback from the
participants suggested that it was

i areal SUCCess.

The fact that the LAC some-
times deals with contentious issues
was often a topic of conversation
and it 1% hoped that greater under-
standing of the problems encoun-
tered hy baoth the law enforcement
officers und the LAC will lead 1o
increased co-operation in the quest
to build a sustainable human rights
democracy in Namibiu,

Juvenile Justice Project briefs public
prosecutors

FPictured at Heja Lodge is the impressive number of public prosecutors
froun the Prosecitar Generals office and other dignatories who attended

the workshop,

The office of the Prosecutor
General has invited the Juvenile
Justive Project (JIP) of the LAC
and the programme minager ol
the Inter-ministerial Commitlee,
Murtinus Hamutenya, to brief all
the prosecutors in the country on
the current status of juvenile jus
tice t Namibia.

JIP gladly took up the invita-
tion and organised a workshop

‘human rights culturs social Justice
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which was held at Heja Lodge
in November. Celeste Zaahl of
the LAC shared wath them infor-
mation en the curment activities
of the Juvenile Justice Program,
such as:

B the assessment at the court of

Juvenile offenders;

B the diversion options namely

life skills program. pre-trial
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Clement Daniels, Director of the
LAC, pietured with Ms. Dianne
Kempe during her visit io Namibia.

President of the
International Bar
Association visits us

Ms, Dianne Kempe, President
of the Intemational Bar Associa-
tion, visited Namibia in Novem-
ber last year. Her visit was
prompted by an intemational con-
cern ibout legal representation for
the Caprivi treason trialists. Dur-
ing her visit she met with repre-
sentatives from government, the
legal profession and NGOs.

community service and the
program for repeal offenders
that we intend to pilot this

year;

B crime educition;

B monitoring the arrest &
awaiting trail phase: arrest &
awalting trial meetings; Juve-
nile Justice Forum Mectings:
the Inter-mimistenial Commit-
tee; cell visits;

B capacity building-raining of-
fered to the different role-
players,

From the presentation it was
clear that not all prosecutors
were aware of their duties with
regard to the implementation of

the Juvenile Justice Program, v




