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Love and respect

The LAC launched a nationwide campaign against domestic violence
on 5 October 2001. The campaign is close to the hearts of many
Namibians, including our government, civil society and the media.

LA

Mare than 100 local actors from all parts of Namibia participated in this
™ i

project. Victor Mtambanengwe, Adama Mhone (standing) and Dalten
Ashikoto and Elize de Wee (sitting) are some of the actors to be seen on
your television screens before the end of the year.

We are sure that the campaign, formally known as the Domestic Yiolence
Advocacy Campaign will grow from strength to strength and will have a
positive impact on the lives of many Namibians, in particular women and
children. The films and radic productions will be broadeast on the Namibian
Broadeasting Corporaticn later this year.

The British High Commissioner in Namibia, Mr Brain Donaldson, offi-
cially Jaunched the campaign. He emphasised that an intensive public aware-
ness campaign, such as has been initiated by the LAC, can and will change
attitudes.

“The causes of domestic violence are many and varied. We all know
them. Alcohal and druz abuse, jealousy, over-possessiveness, the misery of
unemployment, over-crowding, ignorance and lack of education. Poverty 15
also an clement, bul we must remember that it 1s not just the poor who abuse
or are abused. Violence can happen to anyone, anywhere, - and it does,”

added the High Commissioner,
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Legal victory for press freedom

In short: New NANGOF direcior,
interns, HIV centre, prisons
rapporteur efc.

What have we leamed from the World
Conference Against Racism?
(9)
Ergaking the silancs on the Slave
Trade

‘Baboons' al the workplace

Recent cour decisions: Chaing cases
settled, Prsoners win damages
claims etc.

Bringing people with disabiliies on
board with paralegal fraining
1
Juvenile Justice Project sxpands pre-
frial diversion pplions with modam
rites of passage
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Civil Society Conference on Land
Reform coming up

(18)

The world rewisits its commitment to
children with global campaign
(19)

The battle for the minds of our boys
(20)

How serous is child labour in
Mamibia?
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Tani at Oxfard
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Essay competitian on HIV/AIDS
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Mr Donaldson congratulated
the LLAC for their initiative in pro-
posing this major domestic vio-
lence advocacy campaign - *1 am
proud, and particularly pleased,
thut my Ministry, the Foreign and
Commonwealth Olfice in Lon-
don, was uble to muke availahle
N51.3 million from their Human
Rights Project Fund for this im
portant work. to cover 1 major
part of the cost of producing
series of television and radio dra-
mas — in several Namibian lun-
guages — a5 part of the LAC
cumpaign.”

He also paid mibute 1o Presi-
dent Sam Nujoma and the
Government of Namibiz,
who clearly acknowledge
the scale of the problem
and its serousness, and
hive shown both deter-
mination and commait-
ment by introducing leg-
islation to combat rape
and domestic violence,
LAC's project supporis
and complements the ef-
forts of Government, in
ensuring the effective-
ness and impact of the
message that domestic
violence is unaccepl-
ahle in our country.

The campaign has
sevend components, in-
cluding radio serials
and video productions
in i host of indigenous
languages, aimed at ru-
ral audiences. Five
[flms based in a rural
setting, were made, and
adapted in each lan-
guage. The films and
radio dramas were pro-
duced and directed by

|

aftracted curious onlookers,

of the sites, The contest was offi-
cially launched on 22 June 2001
The fourth component of this cam-
pagn included the painting of mu-
rals ubout domestic violence on
public buildings, Six locations were
chosen for the artistic works, mostly
ar rural schools, where students snd
local artists worked together 1o pro-
duce murals depicting positive so-
lutions to violence. Participaling
schouls were ulso invited to submit

cssavs on the experience and on how
they will use the murals in every-
day hite 1o prevem violence.

In conjunction with all these

LAC imtiatives, the Law Raform
and Developmenmt Com

mission which realised the
necessity for legislation,
drafted o Bill on the Com-
bating of Domestic Vio-
lence, which is in its final
stages belore being prom

ulguted, Dianne Hubbard
of the LAC worked
closely with the govern-
ment on this issue, and was
able to make a crucial con-
iribucion towards the real

sation of the new law. This

Shooting part of the English movie at Rehoboth wis done after wide con-

sultations with all key
players by way of work-
shops, which were well
attended. The bill ought
e become Lw n the not
oo distant future

The LAC was foriu-
e o recelve substan-
tial funding from the
British Government and
the British Council, the
Austrian Development
Coaperation 43 well as u
number of Namihian
companes, who showed
their support by wuy of

- ) -+ Stakes /Garuseb made his debut in the Damara/Nama film. 45 ) -
Dudley Viall of Quier » additional funding, in a

Stornt and his able team. bid to end the wave of vialence. The Namibian com-

In conjuncrion with Schoolnet Namibia, a panies who contributed include Bank Windhoek.
website design competition was hosted and involved Barden International, Namibia Breweries,
32 schools across the country, The LAC provided Windhock Schlachterei, Namibia Dairies, Namdeh.
background matenals as a resource for the content Pasta Namibiy, Oanob Resorts and Sanlam, <
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Legal victory for press freedom

In what is regarded as a vie-
tory for media freedom and
freedom of expression, during
the week of 24 September 2001,
the Botswana Hieh Court de-
clared a government ban on
advertising in two newspapers
unconstitutional.

Justice IBK Lesetedi said the
advernsing han by the Botswana
government on the
“Botswana Guardian™
and “MidWeek Sun”
violated the newspa-
pers’ constitutional

the

rights to “freedom of
expression.”  Justice Leseredi
siid the pressure on the newspa
pers (o change their editorial
policy infmingad on their deht o
freedom of expression. What the
government was doing. said the
Judge, was telling the newspu
pers that if they wanled to con
tinue o “enjoy the benefit of re
ceiving advertising from govern-
ment, [they] should conform o
areportage that falls within what
it considers to be the parameters
of editorial freedon.”

As in Numibia. the Botswana
government imposed the ban on

the newspapers because, il
charged. they were oo critical of
the country’s leaders, and it
hoped o demonstrate 1ts dis
pleasure about  “irresponsible
reporting and the exceeding of
editorial Ireedom ™

MISA researcher Zoe Titus
sitid the judgement was a victory

for media freedom in the region

and was optuimistie thar it would

be emulated in Namibia,
Swaziland and Tanzania, where
similar bans prevail. “The mes
sage 18 that people in power
should be tolerant, We hope that
| southern Africu Development
Community] governments un-
derstand the importance of me-
dia.” Titus sad

The Namibian government
sard the judgement did not have
tmplications [or its hans on ad-
vertsing in and purchasing of
“The Numibian™. Information
Permanent Sceretary Mocks

Shivute said the government was
ot compelled to advertise i any
newspaper and its decisions
“cannat and will not be influ-
enced by decisions made in othe
countrigs”

“The Constitution is clear un
the faet that Namibia is o sover-
cign state, which means that no-
hody from outside our borders
will dictae 1o us what o do,™ he
“Namibia has a free
ceanomy wiich allivws govern-

silid;

ment instirutions and individuals
lo do business with whom they
prefer.” he added. It is not clear
when the decision to ban “The
Numibian™ will be reviewed.

According to Shivute, this
will be done “ut the approprite
time,” “Currently, cabiner has
uther pressing mgtiers of nanonil
importance to deal with, insiead
f reviewing its decision on “The
Mamibian' awav,"”
Shivute smd

stranght

“The Namibian™ has grown
from an average circulanon ol
000 copies a day in |99 1o
26,800 u:lpil.“\ h_'u
September 2001,
based on sales fig
ures for Fridays. In
May. the circula
tien was at 23.000. Readership
surveys have estimated that up
e seventeen people read one
copy ol the newspaper in north-
ern Namihia

Justice Lesetedi said hreedom
of the media was but one aspect
ol Ireedom of cxpression, He
suid the views of the media may
nol always be palatable to those
who govern, while the relation
ship with government can at
times be deseribed as akin to
“opposing poles of & magnet,”
Media Insnrute of Soich

ern Africa (MISA | Winddhoel ‘:4
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