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Day Against Torture

in Namibia

In December 1997 the United
Nutions declared 26 June as the
Lmited Nations International
day in Support of Victims of
Torture in recognition of
* the need to break the si-

lence surrounding torture,

. to strengthen support for
torture victims, and

* to eradicate torture inter-
nationally,

Last year the Legal Assistance
Centre. the Uniwed Nations Infor-
mation Cenire, Windhoek and
ather NGOs ohserved this day for
the first ime in Namibia. It was
an mstore event which was also
abserved by people in 70 difler-
ent countries around the world,

Presently 119 Member Stutes
have ratified the Convention
against Torure, while 70 coun-
tries, including the following
SADC countries Aneoly, Bol-
swang, Lesotho, Swaziland, Tan
canta and Zimbabwe, have not
ralfied the Convention,

With mereasing incidences ol
lorture in the conflict areas ol Na-
mihia, it is evident that there is a
need o crealg grealer gwiarsness
that torture is a erime against hu-
ity and should not be wlerated
by any civilised and democratic
society.

It is trusted that through a bet-
er understanding of this evil,
Namibians will become imokeram
towards perpetratoss of torure and
will demand appropriate action
agamst perpetrators, compensa-
ton for vietims and more trans-
parency from public instimtions
when dealing with allegations of
torture. The focus this yeur wis
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purticularly put on the youth — 1o
cnsure that the next generation
does not make the same mistakes.

I'he LAC, the United Nanons
Information Centre Windhoek
(UNIC). the Numibian Non-Gov-
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derainee, Jucgueline Badoooh
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emmental Orgamsanons Forum
INANGOF). the Council of
Churches in Namibia (CCN), the
Office af the Ombudsman, Break-
ing the Walls of Silence Move
ment ( BWS 1. the People’s Educa-
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Hon Assistanee and Counselling
or Empowerment (PEACE Cen
tres and the Natonal Soclety for
Human Rights (INSHR ) ohserved
26 June in Windhoek with vari-
OUS ACTIVINLES,

The US Embissy, through its
Democracy and Human Rights
Fund, UNIC, NANGOF und
SIDA provided financial assist-
unce 1o make the event a success

A public rally was held in the
Loo Park ot lunchome and the day
wis commemorated with a state-
ment by @ leriure survivor,
Reinhard Gertze. d
SWAPOQ demainee, who spent six
vedars in the dungeons o)
Lubango, He said he hoped that

Ierrines

those who have the oecupational
torture have ul-
lowed themselves and their vie-

tsiortung of

tms i torure-frec
June: Other speakers included
Advocate Bience Gawunis, the
COrmibudswoman of Namibia, who

day, on 26

pledged and challensed the
Namiblan community 10 become
active and constructive members
] w0 il."!"'. which says NO to any
and all forms of 1orure
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Human Development
Report will focus on
violence and gender

in Namibia

M .[.l-.'l.]lll.'ii.lh Budcock, Resi-
dent Coordinutor ol the United
Nations System in Namibia paid
tribute to all those who have
worked selflessly w relieve the
suffering and assist the recosery
of torture victims around the
world.  She announced thar the
theme lor the next Namibian Hu-
man Development Report be
lunched o August 20000 s Vio-
lence und Gender in Namibia™ |
She expressed the hope that the
report will provide further oppor-
tunities to rellect om domestic and
gender based violence and torture
i our homes amd to take actions
Lis sbop i o,

Rev, Nangula Kathindi, Secre
of the Couneil of
Churches in Namibiz emphisised
the nead 1o address the long-term

tary Grenera

effects of torture. It was nut
choweh w condemn torture with-
il hk'|[1||1_~_‘ Orre vicnms o re-

cover from the physical and psy
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chologicdl elfiects, she said, CON
avails itself 1o serve as uw mediator
wilhy all seements of the Namiblin
1o heal the deep mental
wonmes l'\".|||r'l||§_' From torture, She
also plended 1o those SADC na-
tions which have not ver signed the
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Convention to join the nations so
thar we can stand together agmnst
lariure

The overriding messagre ol the
day was that Namibiuns musl
stand together to protect everyvong
from the violence. the torture.
which destrovs not only individu-
dls, but whole nations.

he highlight of the event was
a music performance by Mighty
Direacds who was the main per-
will as Vincent
Muwange, who performed tradi-
The
Frunco Namibian Culwre Centre
Choir also performed at the event.
Pauline Dempers from Breaking
the Wills of Silence Movement
(BWS), Kuren Berger and Mr
Mekondjo from Childline ¢ Life-

lurmers as

vonal Caprivian Music,

ling read poems in support of vic-
tims of torture

The cvent was also marked by
the launching of an essay compe-
tion oy Mr Clement Damiels, Di-
the LAC. Young
Namibiuns were invited 1o write
essivs ahout torture. The compe-
ution will close in September 2001

recior ol

and some of the essays will be
published in a booklet. In this wiy
it is hoped that we will continue
10 focus our attention on the evils
of torture and not only make il 3
onee-off avant

For the second conseculive
vear, the Government ol Namibi
had no representative a1 this 1m-
portant event

trusted thit better co-ordinution be

However. il is

pween stiukeholders wall be secured
i tuture 1 order o hold hands and
work, together for the eradicanon
of all Torms of wriure. whether 1o
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