Norman is ready for the
challenges ahead
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During university Tjombe continued attending
protests and fighting against the police in South
Africa. He also visited coloured communities on
hehalf of the ANC, distributing manifestos and urg-
ing peaple o vote. During school holidays Tjombe
waorked at the LAC as o paralegal clerk in Walvis
Bav. He advised clients on libour issues and ad-
mired the fact that the LAC was helping those who
cannol allord lawyers.

“Law is a very powerful tool — it can change o
break things. By doing the type of work that we do
al the LAC we use the law &s a ool for justice,” he
siays, “The law has the potential 1o put food on peo-
ple’s table, the potential (o provide jobs for peo-
ple.”

In 1997, Tjombe joined the LAC as a full-time
Legal Practitioner and since then he has been lit-
guting public interest law. He also lobbies povern-
ment and other organisations to make the legal sys-
tem more accessible. One of lns most high-profile
cases was the 1999 Capnvi rebellion. After receiv
ing calls from relatives ol people arrested in the
Caprivi, Tjombe and two colleagues flew to Katima
Mulilo. “Two dayvs liter we exposed the most hor-
rendous torture cases in Namibia's short post-inde-
pendence history,” he says. “We ended up doing over
206} cases of torture and assaults.”

Anather case he 1s proud of is that of Anna
Shingenge, a widow who was used as a slave by
her community’s traditional leader, “not because il
was a difficult case, but because my chienl was n a
desperate situation and could have never afTorded o
lawyer”,

Tijombe says the LAC suill holds true 1o law
school idealism — the desire to help people by using
the law as an instrument of justice. He chalks his
success up to hard work and enjoying what he does,
When asked what advice he would give young peo-
ple Tjombe urges them to get ivolved in the com-
munity by helping outin an old age home, a creche,
school orhospital, *[By doing this] not only are you
helping people and the country, bul the experiences
that you get there, will become handy in later life.”

Clement Daniels, who will be stepping down as
LAC Director to enter into privale pructice, says
Tjombe is a hard worker who is sincere about what
he is doing,

“"He is committed to the promotion and protee-
tion of human rights in general, but he is particu-
larly active in advancing the social and economic
rights of the poor and marginalised.” says Danels.

Tjombe says he 1s looking forward to his new
position, especially because “it will give me the

opportunity 1o focus on critical issues which affect
the marsinalised, like access to water. How can we
even begin tn address other human rights if there
are people who don’t have access to something us
basic as water™

Outside the office. Tjombe is a board member
of the Namibia Development Trust, the Law Stu-
dents Scholarship Trust Fund, The Big Issue Na-
mibia and the Solur Stove Project, which tries Lo
curh deforestation by producing solar stoves.

He also spends time with family, especially his
tour godchildren, is an avid reader and a self-pro-
fessed technology junkie.

Tjombe says Namibia has come along way since
independence, before which most of the population
did not have the freedom of movement and were
often beaten up and tortured by the Government.
“We have to give a lot of credit to this government.
We don't have the brutality from the army and po-
lice like we had before independence,” he says. But
Tjombe resists comparing the present 1o the past.
“We have our own standards now, We have stand-
ards set out in the Constitution that we set oul Lo
achieve, and they increase every year,” he says.
“That's what we should compare ourselves Lo
whether we are meeting the standards we are putting
ourselves 1o,”

In that vein, Tjombe believes there is still room
for improvement when it comes to human rights and
he expresses concern for the San. “There are cases
we are investigating involving pelice brutality. peo-
ple being detained without trial, unlaw/lul arrest,
detentions and then their right to health,” he says.
Another group of concern is the Himbas, who are
not receiving appropriate educational services,
“There are schools being built that are fixed strue-
lures whereas these people culturally move,” he
"'\.'1.:\. Y

An additional eriicism is the lack of freedom of
expression. Although people are free Tjombe senses
too much fear among journalists. “Then there’s the
whole leyalty concept where you don't want (o ques-
tion comrades. That 1s also a threat w freedom of
expression.”

As Director, Tjombe pledeges to focus on the is-
sues that matter most to poor people in their daily
lives. He wants to help improve access to educa-
tion, health, housing and welfare for the old and
needy. “When people hiuve access to these things,
we will have a better human rights situation.” .

{This artivle was written by Muartin Boer and first
appreared dn The Big Lsswe Namibia, Julv 2004 )
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John Walters - new Ombudsman

Former Acting Prosecutor General John Walters
has been appomnted us Mamibia’s Ombudsman with
effect from 1 July 2004, Walters will be Namihia's
third permanently appointed Ombudsman.

He 1s taking over the position that Acting Judge
Simpson Mtambanengwe has held in an acting ca-
pacity since mid-September last year, when the post
became vacant with the appointment of Bience
Gawanas as an Afnican Union Commissioner,

Walters has served as an advisor to the prosecu-
tion team involved in the Caprivi high treason case
in the High Court at Grootfontein since the begin-
ming of this year,

Before that, he served as Acting Proseeutor Gen-
eral from December 2002 to the end of 2003.
Walters, who was born in Karashurg in 1956, comes
to the Ombudsman’s post with more than two dec-
ades of experience in various capacities in the jus-
tice system. He graduated with a BA LLB degree
[rom the University of Westzrn Cape in 1980, and
the next yearstaried his legal career as 2 public pros-
ecutor statoned al Keetmanshoop.

Shortly after Independence he joined the Office
of the Prosecutor General, where he was promoted
to deputy prosecutor general two years later. In 1996
- having been involved in high-profile cases such
as the inguest into the 1989 assassination of Swapo
member Anton Lubowski and the hgh treason trial
of a group of men whe were accused of hatching a
right-wing plot to overthrow the Namibian Govern-
ment - he resigned from that office, to practice law
outside Government for the following six years.

Walters said his pnime goal as Ombudsman will
be 1o ensure that anyone directing complaints to his
office should have their maters investigated and
dealt with as quickly as possible. From his years in
the justice system he was well aware that one of the
prime frustrations people experienced was because
of delays that marked court proceedings; the same
should not be the case with the Office of the Om-
budsman, he said.

g Constitution assigns a range of functions (o
the Ombudsman. These include the duty to investi-
grate complaints about vielations of fundamental
rights and freedoms, abuse of power. corruption,
“unfair, harsh, insensitive or discourteous treatment
of an inhabitant of Namibia by an official in the
employ of any organ of Government,” and com-
plants about over-utilisation of Namiba's natural
resources, the wrrational exploitation of non-rencw-

(he country’s ecosystem and failure w pratect the
beauty dand character of Namibia,

{(Thix artivle was written by Werner Menges and first ap-
peared in the Namibian on 2] June 2004, The LAC con-
pratlare Jodw Warlters and lovek forward to a continna-
fie of the excellent working relationship with the Office
of the Ombudsman. |

Human Rights litigation
workshop in Senegal

Toni Hancox, coordinator of the Human Rights
and Constitutional Litigation Unit of the LAC at-
tended i human rights liigation workshop in Dakar,
Senegal, in May. The original idea was for the work-
shop o coincide with a session of the Alfcan Com-
mission in Dakar at about the same time, Bul at the

Uit
coordinator
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chats with
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in Dakar.

last moment the session was relocated o The Gam-
bia since the Senegalese government said they could
not afford to host it

The invitees were legal practitioners who have
cases funded by the International Commission of
Junsts (ICJ) -Kenya. and expens on international
instruments, such as Prof. Michelo Hansungule of
the University of Preloria.

The participants were tasked with presenting a
number of their cases with the focus on how they
convinced the courts in their countries to apply in-
ternational human rights standirds, and the prob-
lems experienced in this regard, Lively discussions
tollowed with participants informing the warkshop
of the various strategies they had used, From the
discussions it became clear that the sitvation in Na-
mibia is reasonably positive when compared to some
other African countries. The courts here usually take
note of the international instruments ratified by Na-
mibia when they are referred (w, but the problem is
that many legal practitioners do not cite these in-
struments. There is thus a need [or further educa-
ticn n this regard, particularly amongst legal prac-

able resources, the degradation and destruction of titicners in Namibia. -3
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