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CIVIL SOCIETY SPEARNEADS CINLDRENS RIGHTS CAMPAIGN

Civil Society’s liveliest
campaign issue: Children
and Women’s Rights

Civil society organisations marched to the Mational Assemhbly on Interna-
tional Women's Day on 8 March and delivered a petition on children and
women's rights, which are affected in two key bills currently debated in the
House. Fifteen civil socrety organisations had signed a petition that calls for
changes to the Children’s S1atus Bill and the Labour Bill,

Chanting “We want everything and we want it now’, and waving placards
reading “Who is the best parent? and “No dual custody’, the campaigners
demanded that the Children’s Status Bill, which aims (o provide for the equal
treatment of all children, irrespective of their parents” marital status, be re-
ferred to a parliamentary committee to allow for pubhe inpul. The activists
said not all provisions of the Bill, which is also aimed at securing o better
deal for children’s whose parents and guardians have died. are in the best
interests of the child.

[n a petition handed vver to the Secretary of the National Assembly, Mo
ses Ndjarakana, the women znd girls also took 1ssue with provisions related
Lo discrimination in the new Labour Bill, set to replace the curment Labour
Act. The proposed legislation does not specifically outlaw HIV status and
pregnancy as grounds ol discrimination for employment. -
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Children's Status Bill fakes care of
children bom outzids of mariage
(5)

What happens when a pareni dies?
What the Children's Status Bill says
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In short: LAC receives 6,2 million;
New canaidate legal practitioners;
Zim lawyer wins human rights award;
Mukwanambwa's Garden a huge
suecess; Labour Bill might fix dispute
resolution problems
Tenura rights for farm warkers on
commercial farms
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Recent court cases: Court has no
Jjurisdiction over Capnvi 13; Property
grabbing case; Taking law into own
hands won't work, Sfafe President’s
Fatients - still na legal development
16
New Labour Bill: draws praize and
criticism - an analysis
18
AIDS activists discuss pricing of
antiretrovirals with pharmaceuticals
19
How can we enforce economic, social
and cutfural rights?
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Insight: Personal convictions are not
legal opinions
2
US troops in Afghanistan operate
oufside nile of faw
23
UN Human Rights Commission must
reform or rsk imelevance
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Furthermore, campuigners say the Bill does not
take a strong enough stance against sexual harass-
ment and savs mere mention thar it should not be
tolerated is not enough

They have called for a special section in the Bill
to deal with sexuzl harassment.

Cuarrving posters reading “You've never seen
your child bul you have custody™ and "Can o mur-
derer raise my child?", as they murched down Inde-
pendence Avenue, the campuigners were clear in
their opposition o parents” aulomitic ight o joint
custody on a child’s seventh birthday as provided
for in the Children’s Status Bill, They said while
both parents had the nght to have access to the child,
specific sitvations of unmarried parents had to be
taken into account with reeard to custody and suardi-
anship. They demanded that the Bill be amended o
make provision for a father to apply for costody art
any stage.

Should a mother coniest the application, the
courts would hive 10 decide whether to allow joint
custody,

No to equal guardianship outside of
marriage
The women's rights campaigners also disagreed
with awarding equal guardianship o parents of chil-
dren born outside of marrnage. They believe that sole
guardianship should be awardad in accordanee with
custody, unless the courts decide otherwise.

Pushing for pender equality in all spheres of so-
rig
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MARCHING AGAINST OUTRAGEMUS ARGUMENTS: “This Bill
is silent on rape commmitted by women. I wani ta know what happens
if & woman rapes and folls pregnant, will she be given guardianship
af that elild?” asked Deputy Minister of Environnment and Tourism,
Peter lilonga during debate on the Chitdren s Status Bl
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ciety, activists urged for a revision of
the new labour legislation. While the
Bill reguires that the Labour Advisory
Council balance representation from
Govermment, trade union and employer
organisations, there was no regquirement
tor balanced representation of women
znd men - a siDAON AclvISIS say is
necessary to ensure that all labour mal-
ters are dealt with in a gender-sensitive
tashion,

Accepting the petitions on behalf of
the Speaker und Deputy Speaker of the
Mational Assembly, Ndjarakana encour-
aged the campaigners to make use of
all avenues available to them 10 make
their voices heard,

A week priar to this campaign male
MPs once again disgraced the National
Assembly with the level of dehate in the
house. They felt that the Children’s Sta-
tus Bill would discriminate against men,
while their female counterparts asserted that the de-
bate was being turned into a joke. The male MPs
specifically raised objections to Section 11 of the
Bill, which deals with extramarital hirths resulting
from rape. The prospective law denies guardianship
of such a child to a father conviered of rape.

*“This Bill is silent on rape committed by wamen.
I want to know what happens if a woman rapes and
fulls pregnant, will she be given guardianship of that
child™ asked Deputy Minister of Environment and
Tourism, Peter Lilongi.

Deputy Minister of Prisons and Correctional
Services, Jeremiah Nambinga, added: “Why this dis-
crimination: are men being punished because they
are men? .. We have had many incidents where
waomen raped men.”

These comments drew fierce interjections from
emale lawmakers, with Noru Schimming-Chase, of
the Congress of Democrils, complaining that
“whenever the House discusses issues related to
children and women it is treated as jokes™. The
Deputy Minister of Basic Education, Sport and Cul-
ture, Clara Bohitile, told fellow legislators that the
law was being made in the interest of children. The
female MPs became incensed when lilonga sug-
gested that some women claimed to be rmped only
after failing to persuade men to give them maney.

This prompted a sharp protest from the CoD's
Elizabeth Amukungo, who said: 1 think the hon-
ourable member is bordering on insulting women,™
(Extract from the Namibian) <
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