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NO FOURTH TERM
FOR NUJOMA

In an interview with a journalist from Na-
mibia’s largest news daily, President Nujoma
ended months of speculation and uncertainty
by announcing that he has no intention of seek-
ing a fourth term of office. Nujoma is quoted
as saying:

Namibia, that each head of State is supposed 1o
serve fwo five-vear teyims only . bt ' serving

now the third term. This was especially unani

monsly requested by the Namibian populetion
that I showld serve the thivd term. So, I will complete my thivd term in the
vear 2005, and I'm not seeking re-eleciion.”™

I'he President’s announcement brings to an end much uncertainty around
this 1ssue, and has also, many feel, averted o potential constitutional erisis. In
terms of article 293) of the Namibian Constitution, the Namibian Presi-
dent’s term of office is limitad to two terms of 5 years each. Using it's two
thirds majority in parliament, the ruling party, SWAPO, enucted the Namibian
Constitution First Amendment Act of 1998 which enabled President Nujoma
to extend his occupancy of the Office of the President for a third term. He is
currently serving the last two yezars of his third and, according to him, final
term of office

Many observers feared that SWAPO would agzain use its unassailable
majority in parliament to push through a further amendment. These fears
have stemmed from a number of contradictory signals coming from the rul-
g party. At the ruling party’s congress, held in August last vear, the party
was ambiguous about whether or not it would seek to install Nujoma as a
candidate for 4 fourth presidantial teem. The resolution of the SWAPO con-
aress was “lo contirm the decision of the Central Committee to hold an ex-
traordinary Congress in 2004 with a view to addressing the question of suc-
cession.

There have also been calls from traditional leaders for the President o
continue serving the nation as its head of state. Until Nujoma's revelation to
the Nantibian, he had declined to comment definitively on these calls. and on
the issue of succession generally.

The President’s decision to abide by the provisions of Namibia’s Consii-
tution has been welcomed by members of civil society. Clement Daniels, the
Dhrector of the LAC, said the move was a positive one, which could only
bode well for the future of Namibiz’s ledgling democracy, as it affirms the
supremacy ol the Constitution and the rule of law,
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LAC turns 15!

in July this year tl?:: LAE
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Finns donate
generously

I'he Embassy of Finland in
Windhock made u generous donation
[y I|'-r.' | Al e :::t'l'-.lr.‘l Ir."-.t‘.'.ln.": andd 1|Il.'
community paralegal tramning pro-
eramme in the amount of NS0T 000
The funds will be utilised o finalise
trinming and capacity building of ¢om-
munity paralegals in the different
parts of Nwmibia: It wall also assis
the Gender Research and Advocacy
Unit of the LAC with ongoing re-
search and advocacy work in the area
of gender eguality and gender hased
vialence, Ms Sinnika Antila. ourgo-
g Churge d” Allaires, eapressed her
confidence that the LAC will success
fully implemént the above projecis
and that it will make 4 contribution to
the development of 4 human rights
culture tn Namibia

At the same oocasion the Embassy
donared tunds (n the amount of N5 1349
301 w the Uouano Namibia Aris|
Linion in support of their institutiona
butlding as well as cooperation with
international arts institutions. At the
handing over occasion Mr Vincent
of the
artisls” union, expressed his gratilude

Mweniba, Secretary Cenara

to the Finnish Embassy for realising

the need o develop arts and culmrs

v as part of nation building in Namibiz
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SAN HUMAN RIGHTS_PROJECT KICKS OFF

For many years Namibians have known that the San commu-

nity is politically, socially and economically the most marginalized
sector of the Namibian population. In consuliation with San lead-
ers and support NGOs, the LAC has initiated a comprehensive
Human Rights and Legal Capacity Programme to address the ex-
ploitation and violations of the human rights of the San.

The specific objectives are:

To empower individuals in San communities with the nec-
essary skills and legal knowledge that will enable them to

provide general legal advice service within their commu-

To strengthen the capacity of communities in lobbying for
public services. and increase participation in law reform

To strengthen the capacity of communites in resclving fam-
ily and community disputes in effective and inexpensive

To bring public interest test cases to court and thereby en-
forcing and protecting the rights of San communities with

To establish San community legal advice service centers
from where people could access information in Gobabis,

L

nities.
.

and policy development issues affecting their arcas.
&

Willy's.
i

regard 1o access to land and public resources.
.

Outjo, West Caprivi and Tsumkwe.
&

To raise public awareness of new laws, and in particular,

laws that have a significant gender impact, 1ogether with
underlying issues they address.

The project is a joint venmure between the San communities,
donor partners and non-governmental support organizations ac-
tive in the feld of human rights and development. The initial
organisations are the LAC, Working Group for Indigenous Mi-
norities in Southemn Alrica (WIMSA), and the Omaheke San Trust.

Civic and Voters' Education
Project commences

Last year the LAC, the Parecto
rate of Elections and the Namibia
Institute tor Democracy joined
forces for the 11.||r|.‘11'.L'r1[:n||~||| ol a
comprehensive Civie and Voters
Education Programme. The ohjec
tive of the LAC's civie and voters
educaton companent is to educate
the public on its duties in fostering
i democratic society and methods
0 execute such duties, Much em-
phasis 15 therefore placed on the
premise that withowt the mvolve
ment of s cinzens, o democracy
can neither function nor be upheld
[ thas endd, the LAC will train voter

eduicators on the mulu-party demo-
cratic system., electoral laws and
their civic duties Ina constitutional
democracy, and assist the cducators
to conduct public information meet-
mes in their respective communi-
tes on clectoral laws and systems
and citizens’ rights and duties in a
democracy.

e first round of training has
started i May, i preparation of
voter registrtion, which will start
in July 2003, Namibians will par-
Herpate n regional and local elec-
toms at the end of 20003 and i Na
tional elections at the end of 2004
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