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TREAT THE PEOPLE NOW!

The Treatment Action Fo-
rum (TAF) held a candle
light vigil in the Parliamen-
tary Gardens on 18 Febru-
ary calling for greater access
to affordable treatment of
HIV/AIDS. Approximately
300 people attended the vigil,
which was characterized by
prayvers and songs, At the
sume time, in Opuwo, Walvis
Bay., Keetmanshoop and
Gobabis, similar vigils took
place.
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The vigil carried a strong and simple
message: Treat Our peaple Now!

Ermma Tuakepa and Reverend Nakhamela
led some of the proceedings.

The event was organized
after TAF members called
upon the organisalion (o stage
a public ¢vent where [he-;ﬂiglu of all those living with HIV/AIDS could be
mighhighted. At the same time they wanted to ask government, the private
sector, churches, NGOs and civil society to find ways whereby access to
affordable weatment of HIV/AIDS and it's associated opportunistic infec-
tions could be made possible for Namibians who need it. The vigil was also
meant (o remember those who have died from HIV/AIDS,

The vigil was furthermore held against the background of an announce-
ment that Namibia's proposal for funding over a five-year period from the
Gilobal Fund o fight HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malana was recently ap-
proved. Namibia is to receive N5106 million from the Global Fund for ies
AIDS programmes during the first vear of the programme. The Ministry of
Health and Social Services has announced that some of this money will be
used to establish a comprehensive prevention of mother to child transmis-
sion service in all 35 state hospitals and to establish anti-retroviral treatment
services in all the state hospitals.

TAF organizers acknowledged that this is an extremely welcome devel-
opment, but warned that sight must not be lost of the faet that much more
must be done to ensure that all Namibians infected with HIV can enjoy their
constitutional right to the highest attainable standard of health. Organisers
felt that, although this injection of money from the Global Fund is o be
welcomed, it is not sufficient to allow the provision of affordable treatment
tor HIV to all Namibians who need it

The vigil in Windhoek was chaired by the AIDS Law Unit’s Delme Cupido,
and was opened and closed by pravers delivered by Reverend Nakhamela in
which the necessity for AIXS treatment was a recurring theme, “Lord, we
need these drugs now,” Reverend Nakhamela said, as the audience, awash in
.
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Amid frightening statistics about HIV in Namibia, o
strong plea was made to government to uge the NS
million denation for drags that wonld make life more
bearable for HIV positive people tn our cotmdry.

candlelight, listened intently. The call tor AllS
drugs. and for a comprehansive approach to hedlth
care and positive living, was also the theme of key-
note speaker David Lush's address.

“We appland the efforts of govemment and ciher
organisations to provide HIV+ people i Niamibi
with anti-retroviral drugs,” Lush, o joumalist and
activist living with HIY 1old the audience. “but much
mre neads to be done.”

lin the rest of his address. Lush touched on many
af the important issues that face people living with
HIV/AIDS in Namibia today, reflecting that gos-
ernment's anmouncement that the money from the
Global Fund will be used to treat 13 (00 Nambians,
while itis a welcome atep in the right direction, was
nowhers near enough when one considers that 12
(i) Namibians are estimated (o have succunibed o
AIDS in 2001 alone.

“Taday, as we speak.” Lush saad “more than [0
(00 Namibians have tested HIV+. Muany more peo-
ple are HIV= but do not know it We all peed to do
a great deal more 1o ensure that these drugs that can
help 1o prolong our lives are available to all HIV+
people. We don't say this because somehow we think
we are special. We say it because every Namibian
citizen has the right o lite. And a the mament, that
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Namibians from all walks of life attended tee vigil,

David Lush (fefr), ane af the speakers, it his candle
with Connie Samaria and Ewmima Tuahepa.

right is not being respecied when it comes to peo-
ple hiving with HIV."

“Therelore, as we stand here and remember
those who have died of ATDS. let us commit
ourselves 1o do everything poss:ble to ensure that
no more people die needlessly. Let’s commit
purselves 1o upholding the rights upon which this
country s liberation is founded. Let us ensure health
care for everyone, rich and poor. We say: “TREAT
OUR FEOPLE NOW?!

Emma Tuahepa. the first Namibian woman that
declured her HIV positive status publicly, mnd
Conmie Samaria, a colleague of Tuahepa and Lush
at Lironza Eparu, the national organisiation for peo-
ple living with HIV, also addressed the gathering.

TAF was initiated by the AIDS Law Unitin 1999
as an avenue for interested NGOs, AIDS Service
Organisations and individuals 1o examine what role
civil society could fulfill in complementing govern-
Ment programmes On access W post-gxposure
prophylaxis (PEP), highly actuve anti-retroviral treat-
ment (IMTAART) and the prevention of mother to
child transmission (PMTCT), <=
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Ms Erenstine Meunjukuye
Kalomao joined the LAC mn Febru-
ary as a Candidate Legal Pracu-
tioner in the Aids Law Unit and the
Human Rights and Constimtional
Law Limit, She obtiined her B.Juns
dearee in 2000 and completed the
Bachelors of Law degree in 2002,
While completing her studies she
wits empliyed on a part-time basis
at the Magistrates Office where she
developed a keen interest in crimi-
nal work

Erenstine horn
Windhoek. but spent most of hei
childhood in Epukiro and only re-
wrmed o Windhoek 1o start with
primary school. She completed
Grade 12 at the Deutche Hohere
Privatschule ( DHES) in 1997
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“My short term goal 15 10 be
admitted as alegal practitioner nex|
vear and from there on I will de-
cide which fizld of law interests me
the most,” said Erenstine. The
LAC 15 pleased tw have her on
bourd.

Linda passes with
flying colours

Linda Dumba started last year
as o Candidate Lepal Practitione:
in the LACs Humun Rizhts and
Constitutional Law Unit and has
completed her Justice Traming
Centre JTC) admission require-
ments in a record tiime. Before the

December holidavs a very de-
lighted Lmda was informed thu
she passed her JTC exams. What a
nice Christmas present.

Evervone al the LAC congralu-
lates her om this rare achievement,

because not many Candidate Le-
gal Pracutioners passed o the Nirst
round of exams. Lindaenjoved he
work at the LAC so much thut she
s decided w sty on as g legal

pT;lL‘lI[IIUTiI._'I' after her admission.

Legal Shield supports reprint of pucket_s:iie :

booklets of Namibia's Constitution

It was encourag-
ing for the LAC o
Fave observed thal o
pocket size booklel
of Namibia's Consti-
tution they had pub-
lished in 2000 was
atill carried around
and used by judges,
legal practitioners,
luw students, the po-
lice and the gencral
public.

In light of this,
Legal Shield proudly
donated NS2{ ({N) w
the LAC, which will
assist with reprinting
the hooklets,

The donation was

Cuentin van Rooyen ( Managing Directar, Legal
Shifeld), Toni Hancox ( Legal Practitioner, LAC)
& Clement Daniels (Director, IAC) an the right

handed over by Legal Shield™s Manuging Director, Quentin Van Rooyen
In accepting the chegue, LAC Director, Clement Daniels acknowledged
the continuons support of Legzl Shield Namibaa, as i1 has supported LAC
previoasly in the area of Juvenile Justice. Daniels noted that the Cansti-
tution is the foundition of every individual in Naumibia and this donation

would contribute towands greater legal awareness by the country’s citi-
zens, Other donors that make the reprint possible are the governments of

the Netherlands, France and Sweden.

President Nujoma condemns violence against
women and children

In his State of the Nation wl-
dress in February President Sam
Miugoma sirongly condemned vio-
lence against women and children

“1 want 1o express my concarm
ubour the spate of vielent crimes
thrected agamst women and chil-
dren, These crimes represcnt a
gross violation of the fundamental
rnghts of our citizens, while caus-
ing unwarranied damage 1o the
eood name of our country, These

despicable ucts of barbirism must
therefore be mundly condemned
and completely vprocted,” he said
amid a drumming of desks by pur-
liamentarians.

Many observers believe that the
President’s strong statement will
speed up the law reform process in
this regard. Last yvear parliamentar-
ians blocked the passing of key leg-
islation that adidresses domestie
violence In Namibia,



