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‘Namibians want fair and
effective justice’

These were the words of Pome
Minister, Honourable Then Ben
Grurirab, at the opening of the
Omarury Community Paralegzal Of-
fice on Friday |5 November 2002.

The Prime Minister congramlated
Mr. Gerhard Tjinotjiwa, coordinator
of the office, the community of

Omaruru and the other paralesals

The Privine Minister, Theo-Ben Gurirab
officially vpened the (hnarure Paralegal
Advice Office on 15 November. (n iz
right is the Governor af the Erongo
Region, Mr. Samuel Nuuvor,

who will provide free legal advice 1w
the community, on this achievement.
“Through the establishment of this
office, the people of Omaruru will be
able to access basic legal services and
obtain advice on a variety of leoal and social 1ssues™, the Prime Minister sand,

I'he paralegals who are providing the services were trained by the LAC and
15 part of a national elfort 1o make justice and legal advice more accessible to
poat and vulnerable communities. 5o far the LAC has trained 250 paralegals and
most of them are actively assisting their communities with legal advice and the
promotion of human rights in Namibia.

The Prime Miniater emphasized that “Namibians want more than access o
the justice system: they want access to a system that provides them with fair and
elfective justice. All of us in Government, the courts and the lzgal profession,
have a responsibility to constantly re-examine our mindsets and practices to en-
sure that we are responsive 1o the needs and aspirations of Namibians, In some
cases, this will mean doing things differently. One way of doing things is for the
community o be innovative in finding creative ways of bringing services to
those who desperately need such services. The idea of establishing a Legal Ad-
vice Office is therefore a commendable effort on the part of the leaders and the
people of Omarur’™.

“ln cssence, community paralegal workers must provide free legal services
to the needy in our communities, menitoring human rights violations, simplify
and translate laws into local languages whenever necessary, and establish work
mg relationships and networks with other associations with similar aims and
objectives”. emphasized the Frime Minsier,

“You us paralegals bear a large responsibility for public confidence in a svs
tem of justice, which many argue. serve some and ignore others. Access cannot
be mandated by Government, We all have a responsibility to look for ways
through which more Namibians can gain meaningful access o the adminisira
tien of justice. Meaningful access depends, in part, on having access to legal
services, in a cost-effective and responsive manner.  Affordability cannot be-
come a barrier to justice. People's financial means should not deny them access

o the taw™.
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Mary Robinson wins Human Rights prize

The Human Rights Prize
2002 was presented to Ms,
Mary Robhinson, the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights. Mary
Rabinson was appointed to her
present position in June 1997
by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, Mr. Koli
Annan,

Murv Rebinson was the Presi-
dent of lrelund from 1990 1o [997,
During her mandite as Insh Presi-
dent, she put great effort in link-
ing the Great Insh Famine to to-
day’s policy. nuirition and poverty
issues, thus creating i strong con-
nection berween lreland and de-
veloping countries, She is astrong
promaoter of women's rights. She
was the first Head of Stute 1o visit
Rwanda in the aftermath of the
genocide and to visit Somili al
ter the 1992 crisis. In 1992, she
was the Special Rapportaur to the
Inter-Regional Meeting organised

by the Council ol Europe in prepa-
ration for the Vienna World Con-
ference on Human Rights,  Ms
Rubinson served as 2 member of
the Leish Bar since 1967, and [rom
19649 1w 1989 she was o member
of the Irish Senate. In 1973 she be-
cume @ memberof the English Bur,
From 1984 o 1990 she wiis a
mermber of the Advisory Commis
sion of Inter-Rights, and from
[UHT o 1990 she served on the In-
ternational Commission of Jurists.

As UN High Commissioner [or
Human Rights, Mary Robinson
has taken o courpgeous nipatve
to promote the implementation of
human rights in miny couniries,
to strengthen the special proce-
dures of the Commission and the
treaty bodies, und (o facilitate ac-
vess of victims, witnesses, NGOs,
and natonal commissions o the
LN system. She dedicated special
attention 1y the most vulnersble
Sroups, [or 4 serious response 1o

poverty, and [or the creation and
strengtheming of International Pe-
nal Law. Mary Robinsen has never
heen afraid 1o remind  govern-
ments of their responsibilities, in
particular when they join the Com-
rission on Human Righis,

Under Mary Robinson, the
mandate of LN High Commis-
stoner for Human Rights has tuken
on its full significance: she has
wrned the post intg one of the
highest profile departments of the
UN, and has set standards for can-
dour and strength for futuee High

Commissinners. <

Commission on Human Rights in crisis

United Nations member states should use an upcoming review process Lo restore the eredibil-
ity of the Commission on Human Rights, Human Rights Watch said recently.

When the world’s highest hu-
man rights body met in Geneva
for a one-day session. Humin
Rights Watch warned that the
commmission was dominated by
guvernments intent on blocking
iternational scrutiny of their
abusive human rights practices.
These governments have initi-
ated a review of the commis-
sion’s work that could radically
curtail the effectiveness of UN
human rights monitoring, Hu-
mun Rights Watch said,

Humun Rights Watch said
that budget cuts were ulso tak-

ing a toll on the effectivencss of

the Commission on Homan
Rights. “The Commission on

Human Rights is in a crisis,” said
Joanna Weschler, UN representa-
tive of Human Rights Wuich
“Governments that support hu-
man rights need to head ofl of
forts 10 weaken the United Na-
tions human rights system.”
Human Rights Watch pointed
out that any proposals to reform
the working methods of the
Commuission should aim at en
hancing the effectivencss of
thuse methods
proposals thal were circulated in
Geneva scemed designed 10
weaken the role of the Commis-
sion in promoting and protecting
human righes, and to linit the
participation of non-governmen-

Some advance

tal organizations in the process.

Humun Righis Watch culled
on members of the Commission
to issue standing invitations Lo
the Commission’s many
rapporteurs. Stales aspiring Lo
membership on the commission,
and especially 11s executive or-
gan, the Burcan of the Commis-
sion, should expect that their
human rights records will be the
key criterion of membership

Human Rights Watch also ap-
pealed to UN member states for
a cancerted effort at the Fifth
Committee ol the General As-
sembly coming up to exempt the
Commission [rom the current
hudgeliary constraints, o




