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_Légal A-séi-st_ancé- Centre
phases out its Advice Offices

One of the main activities of the Legal Assistance Centre, since ils
inception in 1988, was the provision of legal advice to individuals and
communities in most parts of Namibia. The LAC has decided to discon-
tinue this service and will close its advice ofTices in December 2000, JAC
Director, Clement Daniels, explains the motivation behind this decision.

On request from local

communities, the 1LAC es-
tublished advice offices in
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since L9885, The mam pur-
pose of these offices was
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advice o communitics and
i implement  pro
grammes. such as legsl

cducation, juvenile justice

and legal research, which
was coordinaled by the
Centre.

Especiully before inde-

Tunva Petersen and Amnie Bhade of the Walvis Bay

Yavice O

pendance, these offices plaved a very important rale in the protection of hu
man rights and they provided individuals and communities all over the cou
try with access o justice and other social and legal services.

Since independence the nature and scope of the work of the Centre and
the advice olTices have ¢hanged due to external and internal factors. As a
dynamic entity, the Centre continuously eviluates its role and adjusts its ac
tivities in accordance with the needs of cammunities and executes ils pro-
grammes and projects in the most eflicient and cost-effective manner,

In December last vear the LAC decided on a major restructuring process
that will phase out the rendering of general leoal advice serv ices and effee-
tively means closing down the advice offices at the end of 2000,

Although the provision of general legal advice remains importani 1o com
munitics, it was realised that the impact on communities was mimmal since
the cases dealt with were mostly of an individual natire. 1t has also become
very difficull 1o raise funds tor such serviees and the Centre is unable 1o
provide these services in a more cost-¢llective manner. There are presently
five advice offices operating in Rundu, Ongwediva, Walvis Bay. Katutura
and Keetmanshoop

After the ri:—CII'LIL'U.ll'].TIt._‘ Process, the Centre will have its head oftice n
Windhoek and two regional centres in Keetmanshoop and Ongwediva re-
spectively. These offices will be responsible for the implementation and co-

ordinabion of national programmes throughout the country
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What is the Legal Assistance Centre?

The Legal Assistance Centre ( LACY was founded

in 198K by lawvers, church leaders, trade unionists
andd student leaders who were concerned shout the
human rghts situation 10 Namibia, The LAC is a
public nterest law centre and is the only Namibian
organisalion presently active in this field. 1t's Board
of Trustees, consisting of lawyers and other experts,
controls the LAC

Fhe mussion statement of the Centre is us Fol-
lows: * We, the Legal Assistance Centre, being peih-
fie tuterest law centres, collectively stive to meke
the feni I G .'\'-.'"'J.l'r_ fo those w T et G ERs

thrawgh education, law reforn, revearch HNtiearion,

leoal advive, represeninion aid lobbving, with the
wtimarte oim of creating aid AT e gl et
righs cudrve in Namibia,

[o achieve its objectives the Centre is working
in the following thres myin areas

¥ leaal advice and litigaton

¥ educanon and training

¥ rescarch, il.\J.\“-L.I.I'- and |».|h|1:1, ng

The LAC 15 & member of the Namibia Non —
Governmental Organisations Forum (NANGOF)
and works closely with a number of organisations
anc institutions 1o reach the broader community and

meake i bigger impact

Management and Coordinators of the LAC
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Our new Director

Clement Daniels was ap-
ponted as LAC's new direc-
tor on the 1st of January
this year. He says his main
am 's to make the LAC

maore visiale and relevant

in tha Namiian human
rights context. In this re-
gar¢ he i3 forging
greater cooperatior g
with government min- :
Istries anc non-goverrmental crgani-
sations that are active in this area.

Clemenl was bom In Luderitz and comgleted his
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Statistics ahout AIDS are rife. The
number that has somehow become stuck in
our collective psyche is that we are the third
most affected country in the world! This
means that one in five Namibians aged 15 to
49 is infected and likely to die within the next
seven vears, Michaela Figueira. coordinator
of the unit takes stock of what has been
achieved by her team,

AIDS has already caused life expactancy 1o fall
from $8.8 vears in 1995 o 35,8 in 1995, To date. the
mjority of work done by NGOs and government im
the field of HIVAALDS has been in the areas of 2duca
tion on prevention and the training ol coutsellors
Little has bean done W address the issuc of discrimi-
nation and other nghis issues thal arise in the contes
ol HIV/AIDS,

Despite the alarmung incidence of infection and a
disturbingly high level of discrimination expenenced
by people with IV or AIDS in Namibia, ADIS has
ol effectively been placed on the nutional agenda as
it homian rights Bssue.

It Has long heen recognised elsewherse (hat the dig-
nity of persons with HIY or ALDS s an essenial con-
dicion foreffective interveniion. W here there is preju-
dice or blame. people do not come forward for intor
mation. counselling or treatment. Civen the particu-
lar nature of the epidemic, fear und wmisguided sense
of justification give rise Lo sarious Agnts infringements
As the eprdemic progresses, questions ol sucial and
economic nights in the form af access o resources

become increasingly important. There is accordingly

schoaling in Luderitz and Keetmanshaop. He matriculated
in 1679, but due to financial constraints could anly enroll

{ ‘or law studies at the Uiniversity of Western Capein 1986

He completed his first degresin 1988 and started with
the LAC as a paralegal the yezr after In this role he was
nvolved in he nvestigation ano preparation of numer-
aus numan rights cases and also assisled with the train-
ing of community paralecals

Twa years later ne enrolled for post-graduate studies
at the same university and completed his LLB in 1983,
He retumed {o the LAC for his artcles of clarksnip and
was admitted as a legal pracfitioner in 1996. Since 1995
he has been (nvolved ir the management and policy di-
rachion af the Centre

o pressing necd o address 1ssues of discrimination on
the hasis of HIV stws and to provide un averlie fol
remedics for people with HIV or AIDS w ho have been
discrimmated aguinst

It 15 with this in mand that the Legil Assistance
Centre has estahhished an ALDS Law Pinit o be run as
i project of the centre. The project commenced s
achivibies i ,-‘-,Itl_:||\.[ |ast yeal and I|III'|I.!||_"\. sel up oI-
fice dtthe LAC in Seprember.

The primary objective 1s to facilitate the establish
ment of o legal and social enviremment thar encour
ages apenness about HIV infeetion so that people with
LIV/ATDS henefit from apenness by recerving forand
equitable trestment from sociely

The project addresses issues an a number of levels
including, inter alia, litigation, rescarch, policy for
mulation, educanon and advocacy with a view o plac-
ing HIV/AITS on the agends as aluwnan nzhis 1ssue

Funding for activities has heen secured from the

Ford Foundation and the Amencan Embassy,

% rescarch project aimed ot satliering kit bn ex-
isting policies relating 10 HIV/AIDS in both the pub
lie and private sectors has started. This duta wall be

used w compile « baseling review ol cxisting policies

on HIVIAIDS tn Namibia, A further component will v




