
 

INSURANCE-1 
 

INSURANCE 
 
 
War Damage Insurance and Compensation Act 85 of 1976, as amended in 
South Africa prior to Namibian independence. 

 
Summary: This Act establishes a War Damage Fund for state insurance schemes 
against the risk of war damage, and for compensation for war damage on conditions 
determined by the Minister of Finance. “War damage” includes damage to specified 
property arising from “any hostile action directed against the security of the 
Republic,” and from attempts by the security forces of the Republic or any of its allies 
to suppress such hostile action, but only if the Minister of Finance declares these 
defensive actions to have caused war damage. 
 
Applicability to SWA: Section 12 states “This Act and any amendment thereof shall 
apply also in the territory of South West Africa.” 

 
 
Short-term Insurance Act 4 of 1998. 
 

Summary: This Act regulates the short-term insurance business in Namibia. It came 
into force on 1 July 1998 (GN 142/1998, GG 1887), replacing the portions of the 
Insurance Act 27 of 1943 dealing with short-term insurance. 
 
Amendments: The Namibia Financial Institutions Supervisory Authority Act 3 of 
2001 amends section 1 and substitutes section 4. 
 
Regulations: Regulations made in terms of previous legislation survive in terms of 
section 72 of the new Act. However, new regulations are contained in GN /1998 (GG 
1887). These regulations repeal a large number of regulations made in terms of the 
previous Act insofar as they relate to short-term insurance.  
 
A declaration in terms of section 25(3) is contained in GN 10/2003 (GG 2909).  

 
 
Long-term Insurance Act 5 of 1998. 
 

Summary: This Act regulates the long-term insurance business in Namibia. It came 
into force on 1 July 1998 (GN 144/1998, GG 1888), replacing the remaining portions 
of the Insurance Act 27 of 1943. 
 
Amendments: The Namibia Financial Institutions Supervisory Authority Act 3 of 
2001 amends section 1 and substitutes section 4. 
 
Regulations: Regulations made in terms of previous legislation survive in terms of 
section 73 of the new Act. However, new regulations are contained in GN 145/1998 
(GG 1887), as amended by GN 47/2000 (GG 2274) and GN 143/2001 (GG 2579). 
These regulations repeal a large number of regulations made in terms of the previous 
Act insofar as they are unrepealed by the Short-Term Insurance Regulations.  
 
National standards developed by the Long-Term Insurance Industry are published for 
public comment and general information in General Notice 228/2002 (GG 2805).  
 



 

INSURANCE-2 
 

A declaration in terms of section 25(3) is contained in GN 11/2003 (GG 2909). 
 
Cases: Wilke NO v Swabou Life Assurance Company Limited 1997 NR 224 (HC), 
confirmed in Wilke NO v Swabou Life Assurance Company Limited 2000 NR 23 
(HC), concerns section 63(3) of the previous Insurance Act 27 of 1943.  

 
 
Namibia National Reinsurance Corporation Act 22 of 1998. 
 

Summary: This Act provides for the establishment of the Namibia National 
Reinsurance Corporation to carry on reinsurance business in Namibia. It came into 
force on 1 July 1999 (GN 108/1999, GG 2129).  
 
Regulations: In terms of section 39(5), the percentage of value of reinsurance 
contracts to be ceded is set by GN 109/1999 (GG 2129), which was subsequently 
replaced by GN 3/2003 (GG 2893). In terms of section 39(2), classes of insurance 
business and percentage of value of policies to be ceded is set by GN 110/1999 (GG 
2129), which was subsequently replaced by GN 4/2003 (GG 2893).. In terms of 
section 43(2), the rate of reinsurance commission payable in respect of insurance 
business ceded or offered to the Namibia National Reinsurance Corporation is set by 
GN 111/1999 (GG 2129), which was subsequently replaced in its entirety by GN 
46/2000 (GG 2274).  
 
The effective date for all three of these was set at 1 September 1999, changed to 1 
November 1999 by GN 183-185/1999 (GG 2179), then changed to 1 January 2000 by 
GN 245-247/1999 (GG 2224), then to 1 April 2000 by GN 8-10/2000 (GG 2259), 
then to 17 April 2000 by GN 44-46/2000 (GG 2274), then to 22 August 2000 by GN 
150-152/2000 (GG 2354), then to 1 October 2000 by GN 203-205/2000 (GG 2399), 
then to 1 November 2000 by GN 238-240/2000 (GG 2417), then to 1 February 2001 
by GN 265-267/2000 (GG 2439). A further change to the effective date was made by 
GN 2-4/2003 (GG 2893), which changed the relevant date to 1 January 2002.  
 
Regulations relating to the short-term and long-term reinsurance business are 
contained in GN 155/1999 (GG 2160).  
 
Appointments: The members of the Board of Directors are announced in GN 
112/1999 (GG 2129) and GN 190/2002 (GG 2845). 
 
Cases: Namibia Insurance Association v Government of Namibia 2001 NR 1 (HC). 
 

 
Demutualisation Levy Act 9 of 2002. 
 

Summary: This Act provides for a levy on the free reserves of mutual insurers in 
respect of their demutualisation.  

 
 
 
See also Export Credit and Foreign Investments Re-insurance Act 78 of 1957 (IMPORT 

AND EXPORT). 
 
 


