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he rule of law requires that laws must be accessible to everyone. The
Legal Assistance Centre (LAC) has for many years now been publishing
information to help members of the public know the law of Namibia as it
stands today.
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The LAC publishes three free legal databases to inform the legal profession
and the public about the laws in force.
In 2020, the LAC and the Ministry of Justice entered into an agreement making
all of these databases into a joint project to ensure their long-term sustainability.
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All of the databases are available on the LAC website at www.lac.org.na.
The annotated laws are also available on the Parliament website at
www.parliament.na.
All of the databases will soon be available on the Namibia Legal Information
Institute website hosted by the Law Reform and Development Commission
at www.namiblii.org.
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1. NAMLEX: Index of Namibian law
NAMLEX is a list of the laws in force in Namibia, organised by topic, with
brief descriptions of each law. In the case of laws inherited from South
Africa, NAMLEX explains how they came to apply to Namibia and which
South African amendments are in force in Namibia. The index also provides
references to rules and regulations, appointments, court cases and commentary
under each statute, and includes links to online versions of virtually all of the
Gazettes cited. Think of it as the “Wikipedia” of Namibian law. NAMLEX
was initiated by the late Adv Anton Lubowski in 1988, and continued by the
LAC after his death. NAMLEX is now current to 31 October 2020.
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2. NAMLEX APPENDIX: Index of international law
NAMLEX is supplemented by a separate document called the NAMLEX
APPENDIX, which contains detailed entries for all multilateral international
treaties that are binding on Namibia. Each entry includes a summary of the
treaty, a link to the most authoritative text of the treaty available online, the date
when the treaty became binding on Namibia, information about amendments
and protocols, and other explanatory information. The NAMLEX APPENDIX
is prepared and updated with assistance from the Ministry of International
Relations and Cooperation and Parliament. It is now current to 31 October 2020.

3. ANNOTATED LAWS: Statutes and regulations
The database of annotated laws was initiated by the Parliamentary Support
Project in 2015 and has been maintained by LAC to date. This database
includes all statutes and post-Independence regulations in force in Namibia,
as amended. This enable users to view or download the current version of a
statute in Word or PDF, and to access the regulations issued in terms of each
statute. The database is now current to 31 October 2020. Pre-independence
regulations will be added in 2021.
The latest updates of the databases were produced with funding from the U.S. Embassy and the Ministry of Justice.

