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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS
WINDHOEK

01 MARCH 2016

The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read the Prayer and Affirnmatio

ANNOUNCEMENT IN TERMS OF RULE
20(B) OF THE STANDING RULES AND ORDERS

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Members, | have been informed that
Honourable Agnes Limbo has been appointed as thef @hip of the
RDP in the National Assembiapplause) | think many will agree that,
because of experience and long service as a Meailearliament, she
will make use of her experience in dealing withicail issues that require
calmness and the ability to reason in order to fivid-win outcomes.
Congratulations.

HON SPEAKER Any Petitions? Report of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Honoundioléster of
Finance.

TABLING: REPORT OF AUDITOR-GENERAL

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : Honourable Speaker, | lay upon the
table, Reports of the Auditor-General on the Acdswf the Town




01 March 2016 TABLING OF REPORTS
RT HON DR KUUGONGELWA-AMADHILA

Council of Khorixas for the Financial Year endedJ8de 2014.

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | do not know | skipped the Right
Honourable Prime Minister, | think technology hasntibuted to
whatever happened, but | now call upon the Primeidéer please.

TABLING: ANNUAL REPORTS

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : Thank you, Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Speaker, | lay upon the Table the:-

() Annual Report of the Public Service Commission aimibia for the
Year 2014/2015; and

(i) Annual Report of NIPAM for the Year 2014/2015.

| Move so, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We have done away with Reports and
Papers. Notice of Questions? Honourable //Gowaseshave the Floor
please.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS




01 March 2016 NOTICE OF QUESTIONS
HON //GOWASES

QUESTION 26:

HON //IGOWASES: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | give Notica th
on Thursday, the8of March 2016, | shall ask Minister of Information
and Communication Technology, Honourable Tjekero eyav the
following question:

My concerns are towards issues around serviceatglivy Telecom as a
National Telecommunication Service Provider.

May | quote from the Budget Speech of Honourabkké&jo Tweya, the
Minister of Information, and Communication Techrgpoon Vote 29
delivered on the 28 of April 2015, Page 14.

“All Namibians have the right to information and ro@OE’s that are
responsible for providing these services, will ®all their energies to
accelerating service delivery for all our people @il corners of our
beautiful country.”

According to the World Bank Report, technology iraproved access to
financial services in developing countries and h#we potential to lift
millions of our people out of poverty.

Let me quote an SMS from tiRepublikeinrdated 28 January 2016, from a
frustrated customer.

“Wat gaan aan by Telecom? My Internet — Wi-Fi keksie werk al vir 3
weke nie. Ek maak 20 oproepe per dag, maar dageen ‘Technicians’
om my te help nie, swakste diens in Namibia.”

Having said this, my questions are:
1. How is it possible that all these promises to eesnodern and reliable
infrastructure, free flow and access of informatiorcommunities and

increase network coverage to reach out to all cermé Namibia
seems like a far-fetched dream to some Namibians?
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01 March 2016 NOTICE OF MOTIONS
HON KAPOFI

2. How is monitoring and control of effective and eiéint
implementation of the policies and execution ofiekitdone, if the
final product does not reach our poor of the pdmesieties?

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON MEMBER : Dankie Juffrou (laughter)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Notice of Motions? | take
note of the Minister for Presidential Affairs. Ybave the Floor.

NOTICE OF MOTION

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : Honourable
Speaker, | give Notice that tomorrow, th® Bf March 2016, leave be
given to introduce a Bill to provide for the payrheh remuneration and
other benefits to the President and his or her spoand the Vice-
President, and his or her spouse; and to providmdéalental matters.

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. We move on to the next item
Messages from the Head of State? Ministerial Statgs. We move on
to Honourable John Mutorwa.

11



01 March 2016 MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
HON MUTORWA

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT IN TERMS OF
RULE 89 OF THE STANDING RULES AND ORDERS

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE BACKLOG OF
ALLOWANCE PAYMENT FOR CASUAL LABOURERS

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :
Thank you Comrade Speaker for giving me the Floanake a very brief
Ministerial Statement.

Comrade Speaker, two weeks or so ago, you gavennoportunity to

provide some information in this House to the Naambpeople with

regard to the delays that were experienced in dyeng out allowances to
casual labourers — people who perform very impoémational duties and
responsibilities during the Foot and Mouth Dised@@dD) Outbreak, and
| promised to provide a Progress Report, which idming now today.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry Wes to notify the
general public and labourers in particular, that lacklog of allowance
payments for casual labourers who had assistetvernment and the
Nation during the Foot and Mouth Disease Vaccimaif@ampaign has
virtually been resolved.

We did receive approximately 800 cheques from anite@gues from the
Ministry of Finance recently, for paying out to thebourers. These
cheques were already sent to the Regional OfficedMmistry of
Agriculture, Water and Forestry on the™a&nd 19 of February 20186,
hence, the casual labourers who assisted the Minikiring the FMD
Outbreak are advised to collect their cheques atsthid Offices in their
respective areas of jurisdiction. | also handeer@ cheque yesterday at
one place, and when | look at the faces of the amsrkthey were very

happy.

12



01 March 2016 DEBATE ON THE POSSIBILITY
OF GOVERNMENT ENTERING INTO PUBLIC PRIVATE
PARTNERSHIP TO HARVEST UNWANTED BUSH

| would, therefore, like to express our profound amcere gratitude, first
to my Colleague, Comrade and Friend in front of meee, Honourable
Carl Gustav Schlettwein, the Minister of Financeowkas very helpful.
When | called upon him, he prevailed on his colless}— and through you
Honourable Minister, also to your officials, thati@ast we have in a way
now resolved this very important issue. | woukklito call upon those
labourers who may still have some problems here thede, just to
directly contact their Regional Supervisors so thatcan attend to those
issues that may remain and pay what is due to th€he Statement was
signed by the long serving Acting Permanent Segratathe Ministry,
Abraham Nehemiah, and publicly conveyed througls tBhamber, by
John Mutorwa. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Minister, | must
say that you undertook to do precisely that and;oofrse, in partnership
with your Colleague, you have done it. All thoskomvere interested in
this particular subject matter will be delighted bear the positive
outcome. Thank you. | do not have anyone on sty $o we shall move
on.

The Secretary will read the Order of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON THE POSSIBILITY OF
GOVERNMENT ENTERING INTO PUBLIC PRIVATE
PARTNERSHIP WITH RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS TO
HARVEST UNWANTED BUSH ON PRIVATE AND STATE-
OWNED LAND

13



01 March 2016 DEBATE ON THE POSSIBILITY
OF GOVERNMENT ENTERING INTO PUBLIC PRIVATE

PARTNERSHIP TO HARVEST UNWANTED BUSH

HON NUJOMA

SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on the possibility of Goveent
entering into Public Private Partnership with reletv stakeholders to
harvest unwanted bush on private and state-owmeld |a

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. When the House adjourned on
Wednesday, the 94February 2016, the question before the Assembly wa
a Motion by Honourable Muharukua. The Honourablaisder of Land
Reform adjourned the Debate and | now call upontbitake the Floor.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Thank you, Comrade Speaker
for giving me the Floor.

| rise to make my contribution to this important it tabled by
Honourable Muharukua. When the Honourable Minigstas motivating
his Speech, | was just thinking aloud because ugho he was reading
from a Report which was prepared by the MinistryAgficulture, Water
and Forestry and some partners, but nevertheldssn Wwe was quoting
the figures there, | think | have also read sommgtfabout that from that
Report that was presented by the Ministry of Adtime and NAU —
Namibia Agricultural Union.

| think comprehensive work has been done alreadtyithis a good thing.
We have to unlock that great potential of invadimgsh. As a small
farmer, | have been travelling around the countrgg & have seen some
people embarked upon this de-bushing with theattwa and immediately
thereafter, in the following, you see the resurgeotthe same bush and
new species coming out again. If one tries cleamith the Bull Dozer,
you will see the reappearance other species. Tisetiee green bush,
which comes out normally after you have cleaned tueth the invader
bush grows again. | think there is a lot of pagnwhich we can unlock,

14



01 March 2016 DEBATE ON THE POSSIBILITY
OF GOVERNMENT ENTERING INTO PUBLIC PRIVATE

PARTNERSHIP TO HARVEST UNWANTED BUSH

HON NUJOMA

and sell these products. There is a lot of denmaite world — in Europe,
they need coal and it is important that we stratgb that we can get the
best prices.

| do not know, even with the normal de-bushing iedrrout by our

labourers — | have a neighbour in our area whotldad extensively for

maybe four years but the bush grew back afterwandswith that came a
new terrible green specie is very difficult to hendWe, therefore, need
to devise strategies and conduct better researskadiow we can really
optimise on this very, very lucrative market, if wen create one.

Then the second thing | wanted to mention is the ddour labourers who
work on these farms. Perhaps we have to deviderbeays to look after
them. When one looks at them, you would say soinmaybe contracted
tuberculosis, these people look terrible.

It is a very, very important Industry for NamibiaWe can unlock the
potential, and as Honourable Muharukua was sayweyhave a lot of
cattle in the country and if we can get rid of thissh, we can create
additional space for our animal to graze and miyltipe animals, because
the Meat Market is so important.

However, we need to work together, the Private @e@nd the
Government should work together to take advantdgiis tremendous
potential. We will be able to export more cattte hany countries, |
understand that more countries are signing up snpal export markets
for our beef. China is about to conclude theireagnent. The United
States of America also wants our beef. | rememideen the Senators
visited Namibia and they were very impressed with loeef in terms of
the taste, etcetera. | heard the lady who jusegas question, Madam
/IGowases was speaking Afrikaans and | wanted yals#, if you go to
other countries, in Afrikaans die vleis smaak sods lap. Daar is geen
smaak nie, jy kan sous insit, of wat insit, maaisdiaak net sodslap. N
mens kan dit nie eet nie. So, ons het die besite {lLaughter)
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01 March 2016 DEBATE ON THE POSSIBILITY
OF GOVERNMENT ENTERING INTO PUBLIC PRIVATE

PARTNERSHIP TO HARVEST UNWANTED BUSH

HON NUJOMA

For those who never had the opportunity to stulfyikaans die
bombastiese taal (laughter)

HON MEMBER : Afrikaans die lewende taal!

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Afrikaans die lewende Taal,
yes.

HON MEMBER : Afrikaans ons Moeder Taal!

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Nie onse Moeder Taal nie,
ander mense se Moeder Taal (Laughter)

What | was just saying is that when you go to sartier countries and

you taste their beef — it is terrible. It tastesla piece of cloth, there is no
taste. | do not know what those animals grazeneret We have the best
grass. Itis, therefore important that we expdmsl industry, making sure

that we create more space, because the challengésnibat the land is

getting smaller as the rain fall it is getting les&l less every year.

We really have to sympathise with our farmers, givem the necessary
support and the necessary subsidies for them wvsurThat is one of the
best ways to bring up our children. You know, sarhes grew up in the

an environment where we used to see the SouthakfriRolice with their

short Safaris on a daily basisnet die lang kouse (laughtet} is because

they were eating proper beef while some of us woualg manage to eat

16



01 March 2016 DEBATE ON THE POSSIBILITY
OF GOVERNMENT ENTERING INTO PUBLIC PRIVATE

PARTNERSHIP TO HARVEST UNWANTED BUSH

HON NUJOMA

matangara now and then(interjection) No, not from the dumpsite
(interjection)

HON MEMBER : Afvalvleis!

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Yes,Afval. However, what |

wanted to say is that — young man | support yoet us look for better
ways as to how we can utilise that we have and make that we benefit
from the resources of this country, in that wayjtdbute to the GDP and
economic wellbeing of our people, because the &easiis always telling
us about thédarambeePolicy.

We have to reduce the inequality in our countrye Ndve to fight poverty

and | think this is also a strategy that we canfoece to fight poverty and

make sure that we take good care of our childrea that they grow well

and not stunted, in order for them to enjoy theelienthat we can create
through this Industry. | thank you, Comrade Speake

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Uutoni Nujoma, your
intervention reminded me of something — | was a& tArm over the
weekend and my neighbour invited me over for cupeaf We drove on
his farm, the de-bushing you are talking aboutthkink you need to see
this Honourable Members — on the one side whereasecarried out de-
bushing, you see how the grass is growing, buherother side where he
is still needs to de-bush, you see can see a thisk. The grass is not
growing the same way as on the side where he dastiede-bushing.

For farmers to flourish, manage the farm, to grom be profitable, you

17



01 March 2016 DEBATE ON THE POSSIBILITY
OF GOVERNMENT ENTERING INTO PUBLIC PRIVATE

PARTNERSHIP TO HARVEST UNWANTED BUSH

HON MUTORWA

need to carry out de-bushing, but it is not an eassrcise. It requires
resources and the knowhow.

My feeling is — this is something that the Honoleablembers need to
witness with their own eyes what it means, for ywube able to
appreciate. In a way, | am simply saying, | wikkre is an opportunity
for the Honourable Members to be invited to songedummercial farms
so that you can see the benefit of doing sometiikeghis, however, | am
not pushing the agenda. | am simply saying evex ¢éven for small
farmers like some of us, de-bushing is becominglabsly essential.

With that, | call upon Honourable John Mutorwa.

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :
Thank you, Comrade Speaker for giving me the Flemrmake a
contribution to the Motion under discussion.

Well, | thank Honourable Muharukua for bringing thdotion to
Parliament and for motivating it. | was not hese,l did not listen to your
Motivation. Nevertheless, the subject matter aflbancroachment in our
country is a national problem as we all know, whiglgatively and very
seriously affect the carrying capacity of the landgcluding the
productivity of cattle in particular, but also othkvestock that are to
graze on the grassland that has been encroachledsby It is a national
problem, everywhere you go, the farms are busheaohed.

However, Honourable Muharukua — maybe you thoughi gre bringing

a new idea that is very good to Parliament thapjeeoan refer to in the
Hansard and say # Honourable Muharukua did not bring that to
Parliament, nobody would have thought abouinithat particular respect.
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01 March 2016 DEBATE ON THE POSSIBILITY
OF GOVERNMENT ENTERING INTO PUBLIC PRIVATE

PARTNERSHIP TO HARVEST UNWANTED BUSH

HON MUTORWA

However, | must inform you that you are unfortuhatate, nevertheless,
your contribution is appreciated. The Governmead long been seized
with this particular issue, not only seized padgivein 2010, through the
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry and thMinistry also
involving the farmers themselves directly, throdglé Agricultural Union
and the Namibian National Farmers Union. Aftereesive research,
deliberations and meetings, we were able to bion@dbinet, which is the
Government of the Republic of Namibia a Draft Pplan Rangeland
Management and Strategy in our country, in 2010.

Cabinet did deliberate on that particular issue 0204nd eventually
approved the document. | remember that | also dirbthat document
here in the National Assembly for information arse Uy the Honourable
Members. Since then the Agricultural Unions — NANFU, with the

support of some other international organisatidresje worked out an
implementation strategy how to now to translatet tigategy into an
implementable programme. At the beginning of kasinth, February, |
was able to address a workshop of these farme@tjiwarongo where
they have invited different farmers, again to tdkes subject matter
forward at a practical, level in accordance witattRolicy on Rangeland
Management and Strategy.

My contribution, as my Colleague who spoke before, s simply to

appreciate that the more we discuss this particidane, the more
awareness is created and it is in that partic@spect that | would like to
appreciate Honourable Muharukua for bringing thetidMMohere, because
it only raises the importance of the subject mattert also to create
awareness among the general public that the isshasth encroachment
in Namibia is a national problem, particularly in cauntry that is

producing beef for export to various markets.

It is important that we must find a way, both tineividual level as the

Speaker was saying that there are farmers whoeatly rdoing a lot on

their individual farms, expensive as it is, becawseare a beef producing
country.
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01 March 2016 DEBATE ON THE POSSIBILITY
OF GOVERNMENT ENTERING INTO PUBLIC PRIVATE

PARTNERSHIP TO HARVEST UNWANTED BUSH

HON MUTORWA

Therefore, in as far as the referral of the Motiorthe relevant Standing
Committee is concerned, we from the Sector of agjitice welcome that.
We have no problem. The only appeal that we wbké&lto make is that
that particular Committee, the Natural Resources mQitee’s
Chairperson — | do not know who is the Chairpersdut all the same, we
are saying loud and clear from this Chamber that & very important
subject matter and | am very sure that the Hondefslembers who serve
on that Committee, in your consultations to getuispfrom various
Sectors, will only enrich what the Government ireatly trying to address
on this particular problem.

It is not an issue that will require any politiclin It is a straightforward
issue. If the bush is on the farm, you can seis ithere, whatever
Manifesto you would like to quote, it will not helpou. | am just
addressing Honourable Muharukua — it is a good dfofor us to deal
with and I think the referral to that Committeeaiso very good, because
it is an economic issue. The longer we take td 8olutions to de-bush
encroachment, the more problems we will encounter.

Comrade Speaker | just felt that | needed to s&y-thWe do not have any
problem and | do not want to prescribe to the Cote® but there are
people who are already doing something — the NamilAgricultural
Union and the Namibian National Farmers Union asengl quite a lot,
therefore, when you are going to consult, pleaseirenthat some of these
people are among the first on your list to call énd out what they are
doing and how Parliament can enrich and strengiiteat they are already
doing. Thank you, Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Kavekotora.

20



01 March 2016 DEBATE ON THE POSSIBILITY
OF GOVERNMENT ENTERING INTO PUBLIC PRIVATE
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HON KAVEKOTORA : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. |
also stood up to give my moral support and evengttio the Motion and
to the important topic of bush encroachment.

| also thank the Mover of the Motion for bringirtgat Motion up, because
now at least we are more informed about the probldrat we are facing
as a country as well as the respond that the Goarhis attempting to
put in place to mitigate this serious matter.

Honourable Speaker, agriculture is a very critiSakctor for Namibian

economic development and | believe that as we speak we have not

reached the fullest potential of agriculture. Iscal believe that

industrialisation without food security is a sesathallenge. We cannot
industrialise, because you are not allowing peotplbe productive, since
they are more concerned about their livelihood whdt they are going to

eat the next morning. Therefore, | think to tadklish encroachment is no
longer something that we have to think about, big something that we

have to do.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, bush ectumoent have
reduced the productivity of land in Namibia by dngt between 40% to
50%. Now what does that mean? It means thatahe Yield and the
productivity of land has gone considerably dowrhafTis forcing farmers
who are in some of these areas where bush encreathshbecoming a
critical problem to acquire more farmland, becatkse situation is such
that, land that used to have a carrying capacitpQfi cattle, has now
become so unproductive that it can only carry 2a&tle If the farmer
wants to maintain that level of capacity he wilvbano other choice, but
to acquire another piece of land.

Therefore, it is a serious threat and this threatmy opinion, can be
turned into an opportunity. | think that is whavtdurable Muharukua
have stipulated eloquently that, it is important s to tackle this issue,
because it has become a national issue.
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Honourable Speaker, | also thank the two previoaeddrable Ministers
who spoke, because now we know at least that tivei@ment is actually
attending to this issue of bush encroachn{iem¢rjection)

HON MEMBER : Only now?

HON KAVEKOTORA : Yes, only now, because we are not in the
Caucus. We do not caucus together, the caucusaegs@usive activity to
that side.

It is very important for us, because Honourable iMer of Agriculture,
Water and Forestry mentioned an intervention thak {place in 2010 and
we are now in 2016. Therefore, | think the morewast, the more this
problem is going become unbearable. It has alsen bproven,
Honourable Members, that this issue cannot be d¢dckly an individual
farmer, because the cost is just too much and dimidual farmer do not
have the capacity to do so. That is why | supgw@tMotion and | really
think that it is also prudent for one to say tha¢ ®cceleration of this
Motion to come to a workable solution, is a must Mamibia, because
sometimes we think that we are going to do well industrialising
Namibia, but the pre-requisites of industrialisation my opinion, is
agriculture and is food security. Therefore, theren and the faster we
move towards food security, the quicker we canrattadustrialisation.

With these few words, | support the Motion. Thaoki.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Hinda, you have the Floor.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AND COOPERATION : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | also rise to
support the Motion.

Unfortunately, | was not here when it was moved #me Honourable
Member promised to give me his submission that vehaot seen.
However, | would still like to make my contributiorl want to say that |
fully agree that the combating of bush encroachmgnan important
matter. The invader bush substantially reducesc#ieying capacity of
agricultural land and also contributes to the ddsmtion according to
the Ministry of Environment. | just wanted to hiigjmt that it has
different stakeholders and there is lot of efftw@éng made in this regard.

Since we had a special fund that was heavily sigesidor de-bushing, at
the time when | was on the Agribank Board in tite BOs, | am aware of
the bush encroachment problem. One can accesanaalo Agribank,
perhaps the Honourable Minister of Finance carghtén us on that, but
at the time, one could access a loan on as lgtke 406 interest rate, it was
heavily subsidised because of its importance.

All I am trying to say is that it is not a new naitthere have been
proposals by the Desert Research Foundation amdidvie the National

Planning Commission, also at the time when | was@ommissioner, |

am aware that they have implemented a project tmbed bush

encroachment. Perhaps just to emphasise, thefdhe Desert Research
Foundation was mainly focused on a rural povertucgon programme,
because they included the aspect of de-bushirngeinural areas.

Of course, funding still remain the biggest chalenbut | think it could
be revisited to see if, from a commercial perspectthe Agricultural
Bank will not be able to avail funds, in case thaye discontinued such a
project.

| also want to add that, when you travel in aréas are adjacent to
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commercial farms and you are about to reach comhfanas, by just

looking at the grazing area and the bush, you iarally tell that you are
about to entered the communal areas. All | amngpig that the need for
bush encroachment is not only for commercial aregadact, a greater
need exist in the communal areas.

| do see de-bushing as something that can congribmtemployment
creation, and thus, serves as an additional togddeerty eradication. So
many studies have been conducted to determine dbigbenefit for it.
While | agree with the benefits that can be derjviedould want that
further analyses are carried out to find the cdaragproaches to be taken
so that it is not only limited to commercial aredmjt also include
communal areas, where the crisis is bigger anché¢leel for de-bushing is
much higher. Thank you very much, Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Ithete.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE : Honourable Speaker, let
me also join the Colleagues who are supporting ioadde Muharukua’s
Motion.

Honourable Speaker, | first want to start by saytingt the Industry of
those who are engaged in de-bushing is a commendimalustry,
however, there is something that we do not do, thatl is recognition.
We do not recognise the colleagues or the fellaweans engage in this
Industry, especially the workers. Nobody speaksualtheir health
condition, nobody speaks about their accommodatrmhnobody speaks
about the risk that they are taking when carryingde-bushing activities.
What do of the workers do with these bushes agebushing? Some of
them engage themselves in Charcoal Industry, wigshlts into veld
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fires, and again, one needs to take into accoentdhsiderable amount of
smoke that is inhaled by these workers, but we dbgive as much
attention to them as we do with mining, for ins@nd/Nhen it comes to
mining, nobody will be allowed to go undergroundheut a wearing a
helmet or the safety boots. Nobody is allowedish in the deep sea
without safety clothes. However, when you go atbaar farms, you will
find people performing jobs that risk their healtithout wearing any
protective gear, and this happens every day. Harahe not look after
their workers although activities such as de-busglimat the workers carry
out, increase the value of their farms, grazingrease productivity, as
well as the carrying capacity of their farm. Thagke more money, but
do not pay their workers additional money to congagéa for the risk they
take with their health.

| am in supporting of your idea for the Governmémtsubsidise this
initiative, but there different avenues and fai@ft in place to assist
Government in some of these areas, for examplepaAgk that was just
now alluded to. This is one of the ways Governmeirying to assist our
people in the Farming Industry, where they can goAgribank and

acquire loans at low, affordable repayment rates..

Honourable Speaker, with these few remarks, | wiedetedly support
the Motion, with a proposal that those who are fgcthallenges can
approach Agribank as a Government Institution, Whgcready to assist.
Thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | call upon Honourable
Schlettwein.

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : Thank you, Honourable Speaker for
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giving me the Floor. Like Honourable Mutorwa hasds this is a topic
that comes a long way, this is by no means a npw.to

Comrade Speaker, | am rising to bring the issuéla bit in context. If
we merely discuss this Motion in terms of a possiBubsidy Scheme,
which | take is the main course we are taking, tverare falling far short
of what is needed to be done to improve our prodiytn the Livestock
Sector. | am saying that, Comrade Speaker, becthgse has been
extensive research on the causes for bush encreathmnd the
overwhelming evidence is that the main causes faectrrent farming
practices. It is not caused by desertification aimate change or
whatever, but by the current farming practices. atWhappens in a
simplified way — you put cattle onto a piece ofdaand the cattle eat
grass, and by replacing all the animals that weoemally in that
ecosystem, that eat bush, you have a factor tsatidantages the growth
of grass and advances the growth of bush significanThis scenario
simplifies what is happening.

Therefore, the farming practice is the cause, wdretiat is correct or not
it does not matter, but it is farming practicestthaed to be addressed.
The research also looked into a whole host of vaaysow to fight bush
encroachment. Mixed farming, for instance, witlaigp game and cattle
has been used, they used fungal diseases or thayesdpthese species
with agents that cause diseases in the plantshenplants die. They used
herbicides, mechanical methods, fire — they usedyndifferent methods
to fight bush encroachment. What makes it morepticated is that it is
not only a single plants specie, but a variety lahfs species that invade
and encroach when the ecosystem is changed.

I, therefore, think that the covenant of bush eachonent must be dealt
with in a very integrated and concerted manneretorigl of it. However,
we must start with the farming practice, becaus€@srade Utoni said, if
you have cleared your piece of land from bush amddo not manage it,
ten years later you have the same problem. Yoa hde factowaste
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your money and your efforts to fight bush encroaehin | think that is an
important aspect we have to look into.

The second aspect that | want to raise is that mrslroachment is
portrayed as if it is just a curse or as a probleat,l believe that it can be
turned around into an opportunity. It is a reseutltat can be utilised to
the economic benefits of the farmer and there aremaber of ways to do
that. There are examples where these invader bwghe converted into
cheap wood and they make furniture out of it. Nee Scandia Kitchens
in Windhoek that use acacia cheap wood to make lweaytiful kitchens.

This wood can use for charcoal production andrasvbod. It can also be
used for biogas or fuel — Ohorongo Cement and gwemEb Smelter use
that.

When we talk about financing it, it is not necegaa subsidy that is
needed, it can finance itself and one can even mpedfé out of it, if one
utilise that resource properly.

Thirdly, the Motion proposes a PPP approach andol ndt quite

understand what it means, unless you mean thaPudic Sector pays
and the Private Sector gets the money and the di@a.not think that that
is what one needs to necessarily propagates. AdPR@Rgement is ideal
where we have a win- win situation — where the uBector gains and
the Private Sector gains, that is, where thereésadl economic gain. For
me, the best approach to tackle this resourcei®ptbblem, is to build an
Industry around it, and if there is some need ftbm Government or its
entities to assist the creation of that Industhattwould justify the

financial support, but also support in term of aagyaand otherwise. |If
you just put money into the removal of the bush tmk you have solved
the problem, I think you are far from the truth amai are probably going
to engage in a wasteful exercise rather than aficeieone. If we talk

about PPPs, my suggestion would be that it hastm ihe direction of
creating an Industry, creating economic opportasifor the poor, for the
communal farmers or the communities that live adotlne area where this
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resource is in abundance, and that we have valueuak as possible to
this resource.

Honourable Speaker, | think the question that arise— what is the
Standing Committee going to do with the Motion?arh not so sure
whether that approach is the correct one. My mapwould be to refer
that back to the Ministry of Agriculture, becaudmatt is where the
Institutions are that did all the research. Tham a host of papers that
need to be looked at, that informs what the rebehas shown and what
the possible ways are to address this matter. &vetlrzen can take the
next step and either ask the line Ministry or a boration of entities to
formulate a Policy around the utilisation of thesource. | do not really
understand what the Committee is going to do witihan just to debate
on it and bring it to the House, my concern is tkta¢re will not
conclusion on that. Thank you, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much, Honourable Esau.

HON MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE RESOURCES :
Thank you very much, Comrade Speaker for the Flgdrthe outset, let
me first declare my interest that | am also a farare a victim of bush
encroachment in the area where | am farming.

Secondly, | would also like to register my supportthe Mover of this
very Motion — the Motion of debating on the podgiless of Government
to enter into Public Private Partnership with relav stakeholders to
harvest unwanted bush on private, as well as Sateed land.

To my recollection, when | was still the Deputy Nier of the then
Ministry of Trade and Industry, a study was condddy the very

28



01 March 2016 DEBATE ON THE POSSIBILITY
OF GOVERNMENT ENTERING INTO PUBLIC PRIVATE

PARTNERSHIP TO HARVEST UNWANTED BUSH

HON ESAU

Ministry on this very issue, that is, bush encraaeht. This study done
in collaboration with the National Development Gangtion (NDC). |,
therefore, propose that when the Committee to wthichMotion is to be
referred to, is going to meet, they should perhapso at least call in the
Ministry of Trade and Industrialisation, Trade é8IE Development, for
the Committee to be informed about the study aedctinclusion of that
very study.

Getting to the Motion itself, | believe that theldffa Private Partnership
Terms of Reference should be properly defined. Ki\tv that when you

talk about Private Partners, they have their mddeéoog business, and
Government is also having its way of doing business Government, we
want to see that at least in this specific relaiop, jobs are created.
Therefore, when you talk about fighting this buskereachment, it should
be labour intensive. We do not want to see that iproduce capital-

intensive methods of fighting these bushes. We wlant to benefit in

that sense by creating jobs to at least fight shismployment that we are
faced with.

| know that people will talk about productivity, el will talk about
efficiency, but we should also look at how we cahtf this burden of
unemployment and the evil of crime at the end efdhy.

Getting to the funding — | think in this relatiomgh this matter was
touched on by the previous speakers. We have ME Bank, the
Development Bank and, we have the Agriculture Barkhe funding
should really be mobilised from those very Instdos, but when you fund
a project like this, where we have Private and ieuddrtners, this funding
should go hand in hand with training in terms opaaty building. At
least people should know that when funds are avdde such a project,
they should know how to apply those specific fund$iey should not go
out and then start buying luxury item, they shaualther spend the money
on the tools that are required and on their wagesalaries that they need
to earn from this venture.
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Lastly, in fact, | once more, want to register nmpgort for the referral of
this Motion to a Committee as it was supported lwy ltine Minister of

Agriculture. | am supporting this as well, becatisat is where you can
bring people on board and get their inputs on th@sy Motion and it

would have been enriched by the time it comes batke House. | thank
you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | call upon Honourable Bezuidenhout.

HON BEZUIDENHOUT : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | also want
to declare my intereginterjection)

HON MEMBER : You are not a farmer.

HON BEZUIDEHOUT : However, as it was just now declared, from that
side, | am not a farmer.

Honourable Speaker, bush encroachment was discagtausively in this
House. | want to zoom in on Public Private Paghgr and on that one, |
just want to refer to the Honourable Minister’'s 8gie on the Budget, on
Page 7 and it that saysthe Public Private Partnership legislation is due
for tabling in this House once the legal certificat process is
finalised...” and it goes on.

30



01 March 2016 DEBATE ON THE POSSIBILITY
OF GOVERNMENT ENTERING INTO PUBLIC PRIVATE

PARTNERSHIP TO HARVEST UNWANTED BUSH

HON BEZUIDENHOUT

Yes, we may discuss Public Private Partnership owithhaving any
guidelines. Once we have gone through that prépmgaHonourable
Minister of Finance, we will have a framework of dia Private
Partnership where we can unlock all sorts of pakm this country.
Two things | want to mention is that in these PPWs, need very
innovative thinkers - people who can think of atts of things and then
apply their minds and come up with a winning forandf creating
products.

The second one is — opportunities are also availabl Namibia and
Namibians within the Public Private Partnershigt, &8 Honourable Esau
said, each has its own objective of how they operat think when that
Policy or legislation comes, we will have the d#fon or a pathway on
how to proceed with this engagement between thdéidPaibd the Private
Sector. Finally, I just like to reiterate your wisrHonourable Esau, that it
must be a win-win situation, because if one parteeninning and the
other one is losing, it will be a divorce, and ayudivorce.

Our Private Sector as well as our Public Sectod nedook objectively at
how they want to fulfil their sometimes-oppositejemtives of doing
business, but we need to go through this path thighdefinition that we
will get through a Policy and Legislation that @nuing, to which we will
also add our input, as well as encouraging our legopthink innovatively
SO as to come up with various solutions and varindsstries, and to take
the opportunity without exploiting each other.

With these few words, | support the idea — | knbattoush encroachment
is very specific, however, | am not talking in geale but about Public
Private Partnership opportunities and the way fodwaThank you very
much, Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Kandjoze.
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HON MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY : Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members, let me first also add my vaacéhe support of the
Motion and | also declare my interest as a farmer.

However, | am actually rising to add my voice, atarly from the
perspective of energy creation and energy selieseffcy. The invader
bush as per the argument of Comrade Calle Schiettiwédnarvested, can
be pelletized and used as an input to power geaerat

There is immense potential for us as a countrydbas not produce most
of the energy generation modes, except for theasuhthe wind that we
have in abundance. A private investor conductdenske studies on
invader bush in the Otjozondjupa Region that lookédhe cycle from

harvesting that invader bush in a particular splearing almost all of that
particular communal land, pelletizing that, putting a power station, and
the source of that generation is the invader bu€§hur country could,

therefore, look at that very source as a mixturgp@iver generation in
future. Certainly, this way of using that invadeersh has illustrated that
on a 15 years cycle, from start to almost cleaartgfined area, by which
year you are almost finishing, you start from sdmat So, you have a
perpetual source of bush that you can harvest tiwally use the same
piece of land for pelletizing that invader bush.heTopportunities are
enormous for labour and job creation. There arsolakely great

opportunities to spread such harvesting throughha&lcommunal areas
and all farm land at broad based level.

From the Ministry of Mines and Energy’s viewpoimdamyself, this is a
project that should be looked at and investigatedhfa Private Public
Partnership perspective, such that, if Governmeit be involved, this is
one source that can produce and give us energygsifiency amongst
many others.

I, therefore, rise to support that, and perhaghe@tCommittee stage, there
is enough ground to cover with entrepreneurs ircthentry who have
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undertaken enough studies and are currently stiBybwith further

research. Certainly, opportunities present thevaseto those who own
land to seize them and sayl-am making my buck here todaylhose

logistics should be carefully looked at and brought the framework of
our Law. Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Nekundi.

HON NEKUNDI : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker, | tise
contribute to the Motion as presented by Honourbhlbarukua.

In supporting that Motion, | think it is very imgant that this subject
matter is brought to this House, considering thdewstanding from the
Minister of Agriculture, water and Forestry, Conea#lutorwa, that
extensive research has been carried out in thia twemanage bush
encroachment.

What we are all agreeing here is that harvestingader bush is an
economic factor in itself, that requires attentiokt the same time, we all
agree that it is one area that is capable of crgatie much needed
employment in general, but particularly for the owho are struggling

to make their ends meet by trying to find employimeut there. | think

this is a critical element of the Triple P — Pulitigvate Partnership, which
involves two stakeholders, that is, the Public &eahd Private Sector.

The State or the Public Sector, of course, hasntrest to ensure that
employment is created, our economy is diversifiad #&is Industry is
well managed.

Industries of such nature, if well managed, haeepthtential to export
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some of the commodities that the country will hawesurplus to other
foreign markets that would enable our country dareign currencies and
at the same time, help to narrow our trade defastwell as narrow the
balance of payment that our country is very mucheed of.

We must also understand that, if this Industry &lwnanaged and well
coordinated, it will have a whole range of valuaiols which will in turn
create a lot of economic spin-offs. The same itrguwill be able to
diversify our economy, in meat production, charcpaiduction, energy
production, etcetera. This Industry will also ¢eea substantial revenue
stream that will benefit the State and help enhamdfeastructural
development. The State will also be in a positmareate an environment
where — the Charcoal Industry, and other Industriieat will be
established as a result of harvesting invader busale regularise for the
Private Sector, which obviously brings about wefitablished and
managed Industries where employees are ensuredcafesl jobs, well
protected in terms of their health and are welluparated in accordance
with the with the ILO’s Decent Work Agenda.

| have just learnt through the contributions of @nlleagues that this bush
encroachment is recurrent, meaning that the invadiesh grows again
after being harvested. This is an indication timateed, we have an
Industry that will be able to sustain itself, ang 0 doing, create a
sustainable economy with sustainable jobs and, oofrse, sustainable
earnings. At the end of the day, we will be aldecteate jobs for our
people who are so much in need.

In that regard, | will possibly agree with HonouealCalle Schlettwein
(interjection)

HON MEMBER : Who?
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HON NEKUNDI : Yes, that one — that if we all agree that theeaech
has already done, and it has great potential foreconomy and all the
related to matters that are important to our cquritren it is crucial that
we expedite the process, by pushing this Motioth® Line Ministry in
order for the Ministry to coordinate with other Agges of the State, such
as the Ministry or Poverty Eradication, Agribank, \sell as the Private
Sector. We could also include the Namibian Devalept Corporation
(NDC) to create, where possible PPPs that wouldultrem the
establishment of relevant Industries in strate¢pcgs around the country.

Having said that, | support the intention of the thdo, and moving
forward, | suggest that we follow Comrade Calle’legmsal. Thank you
very much.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Yes, Honourable Minister,
you have the Floor please.

HON MINISTER OF LABOUR, INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS AND
EMPLOYMENT CREATION : Thank you very much, Comrade
Speaker.

Honourable Members of the National Assembly, thepid is very

important for us, the Public and Private Sectossyall as for our workers
in Namibia. Most of us are in agreement that thead®e Sector and the
Government are speaking the same language — thansiring food

security for our country. Both the Government &mvate Sector will be
happy when the country’s overall production incesaand food security
is taken care of.

It is also very important that sustainable jobsaeated that will enables
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our workers put bread on their tables at the ertiefnonth.

The fourth factor worth considering is that of fmver generation, as was
eloquently explained by the Honourable MinisterMihes and Energy.
The Private Sector and the Government are botledd of energy, which
means that we have a common goal and have thagviliss to engage in
initiatives that will create a win-win situationrfboth parties.

The other issue that we probably need to considehaw we can
collaborate in Public Private Partnership initiaBv As owners of sizeable
farm land and owners of the wood, since they aerwirelmed by bush
encroachment, the Private Sector requires funtisrtothe challenges that
they are faced with into profitable and beneficiapportunities
(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes? Point of Order — Honourable John Mutorwa.

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :
Honourable Minister, may | pose a question?

HON MINISTER OF LABOUR, INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS AND
EMPLOYMENT CREATION : Yes.

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :
Now on the issue of who owns the wood on the farnmsthe communal
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areas, where we all come from, who is the ownehefwood there and
how did it come?(Laughter)

HON SPEAKER: Let him answer.

HON MINISTER OF LABOUR, INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS AND
EMPLOYMENT CREATION : If | have the title deeds or a lease
agreement and | have fence around that land, thedvem that land is
automatically mine. | can definitely use that woéor my own
production, it is mine. When it comes to a comnartarm, the wood
would still be mine.

However, the issue that | want to talk about is teenmonalities that
exists between the Government and the Private Sectere everyone is
eager to solve problem, because both parties diiegMo meet each other
half way where everybody, that is, the Governmin&,Private Sector and
workers emerge as a winner.

My emphasis is on that we need to think out oflibe as opposed to our
old way of thinking that Government cannot give danto the Private
Sector. As | said earlier, the Private Sector tnedGovernment’s goals
are centred around production and food securithies& are the common
goals that | am talking about. But we have to khatoout how we can
benefit from each and ensure that each one witheaame time.

Government should thus, avail funds to the PriGsetor. Private Sector
can in turn invite the Government to assist witbgar organisation of the
workers, so that, once the invader bush that bslémdhe Private Sector
of the farm owners has been harvested, it autoaiptibecomes the
property of Governments. The Government will therentitled to use it
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for energy generation purposes and everybody wdl Henefiting.
Everybody will be able to make money and nobodygasng to lose,
whatsoever. The energy will available and the eygés will also
receive their fair share in terms of the employmtnatt is so created.
Since this will ensure an increase in productianwill ensure that
everybody is happy. Nobody will be sayingl-have lost moneyor

something of that sort.

That is the main reason why | am saying, let usktlout of the box so that
we can come up with the best possible solutiorsstist each other, but
more importantly, make sure that everyone benefded security is
attained, the production capacity is increasedpeyiowill be flowing to
all stakeholders and sufficient energy is gener&betheet the country’s
energy requirements. Thank you very much, Hondar&peaker and
Honourable Members..

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Yes, Honourable Dr Haufiku, you have
the Floor.

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : Thank
you very much, Honourable Speaker. | first havapologise because |
missed the opportunity when the Motion was intreatlic

However, | am just wondering, when we are talkibgw encroachment —
who is actually encroaching on what? Is bush eawirmg on us or are we
as human beings encroaching on the budt&ughter) | have a specific
reason why | am asking this question, Honourablea&pr. One of the
reasons why we do not get rain is because we ateogieng plantations.
We call this names like bush encroachment and mwvdmdish — but
invaders on what, if the bush was there before us.
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| think we need to be careful, especially in thisa éhat we are
overwhelmed by climate change, so that we do nbtggged down in
discussion that are literally have destructive @ffé¢o our plantations, and
consequently to our environment through contriliutim increased carbon
emission. We are all aware that the carbon diotidé we breathe out is
used by the plant to make food and then in thegqa®the plants generate
the oxygen that we breathe in. It is a true fact.

| was just reading small book written by a ProfessioCambridge, and
that Professor was literally angry at humanityf tha are the most selfish
specie on earth, which is completely inconsidecditether species. Five
species have been extinct from the face of theeplame are facing the
sixth extinction, and we are suspecting that it ln@ycaused by humanity,
one way or another.

My Colleagues, without being politically biasedwhnt to caution that
when we talk of chopping down plants, we must adgrsplanting plants.
This is the remark | wanted to make. Thank yow wauch, Honourable
Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | think it is maybe thesea
why most of you have recommended that the mattest io@ referred for
further investigation, to be assisted by reseanthfarther input by other
stakeholders.

| think you are more or less in line because tbéat af input will come in

at the point where there is a further reflectiontbrs particular topic.

Whether we refer it to a Committee, the Line Minjisietcetera. That is
the aspect that | want to take up with the MovethefMotion.

However, for now, in the absence of further conttitns, | would like to
call upon Honourable Muharukua to reply.
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HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Perhaps at the
outset, | would like to express that | am indebted the sort of
contributions that the House has made, more s@usecthis issue is an
issue that affects all of us in one way or another.

| for one, do not possess a free-hold land, | doomm a farm, therefore, |
have no conflicting interest in this regard.

However, be that as it mayHonourable Mutorwa,in fact, | wish that
the Honourable Minister was here when | moved thetidm, but
unfortunately, the day that | moved the Motion,wes here and then he
left. (Interjection)

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :
| had to run out to attend to urgent matters.

HON MUHARUKUA : Oh, is that so? Good. | have actually
acknowledged that the Motion is not reinventing tieeel at all. The
Motion is proposing to bring together two initisgs that are existent
exclusively, one being by trade and the other losnéas, by pulling them
together with the energy and the imagination of ybeth, in order to
embark on a Mass De-bushing Project.

One is not hoping to gain any sort of credit fonimg the Motion to the
House, however, | believe that we will win colleety if we champion
the development and environment of our people.

One aspect that most of the Honourable Membersalidouch on is the
aspect that the Honourable Minister of Fisherieshed on, and that is
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the aspect of job creation with a point in mindttmaust be labour
Intensive, but not only must it be labour intensikenust also be semi-
mechanised. | used the example of the Charcoaktngto say that, if we
increase our Charcoal Industry fourfold, therebgliag semi-mechanised
ways of doing things, we could actually create 2Q,fobs for Namibians.
The Motion actually looks at that.

Perhaps most of the things that were said in sumdavhat | indicated in
the Motion, | still happened to think that it isugient and it is only right
that Parliament investigate and engages all theelstdders, including the
Government through the Committee and refer it badkthe Committee
sees it fit that the discussions must commencetth@mssue, that it should
be so done after the Committee had duly consuéted,that should then
give Parliament the opportunity to discuss.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. If | understood you corect
| think you are saying, let the matter be referted the relevant

Committees and there it will involve all stakehakleincluding the

relevant Ministries that should have a major raléurrther deliberations of
this important topic. Is the House in agreemeat the should do that?
Thank you very much.

However, | also wanted to say Honourable Muharukadso thought that
Honourable Mutorwa, Honourable Schlettwein, a ceumf other
Colleagues and Honourable Ithete made very usehiributions. They
highlighted some issues that | thought should reotdst, and | am just
quickly going to summarise them.

| liked the emphasis on the need for coordinatiotin \all stakeholders.
No one should be left out, and we should actuadlyeha check list of the
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need to make sure that we do that, and in partictiee Agricultural
Union. There was also a very strong emphasis eméled to look into the
wellbeing of the workers. In other words, we ndedoring out those
aspects relating to the conditions of the men aach@n who work in this
Industry, the Farming Industry.

Then | also liked the question of farming practieeds the Honourable

Minister was speaking, | was actually looking atsely on the question of
overgrazing and overutilization of the land to anpavhere it is no longer

profitable. Those are the obvious issues, but anmmhere are so many
others as well. I, however, thought it is wortlghlighting some of those
issues.

The Motion, therefore, stands referred to the m@aievParliamentary
Committee. Do we have any timeframe? We live ithem to deliberate,
maybe we do not want to put pressure on them, laen they report back
to the House in due course. Agreed? So decidddisamone. Yes,
Honourable Ithete please.

HON MEMBER : We are done!

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE : Thank you, Honourable
Speaker. | have noticed that there is a mix-uph vifite time that is
allocated to different Political Parties on thedtable that was provided.
Can we maybe ask the officials to correct that?
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HON SPEAKER: Can we take it up informally with the officialsPam
sure we will be able to correct that.

Honourable Members, | think we should call it a.d&yan | suggest that
we adjourn the House and reconvene tomorrow, aisbal time?

The House stands adjourn until tomorrow, the usored.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 16:10 UNTIL 2016.03.02 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affiromati

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Noticaie$ti@ns? Notice of
Motions? Messages from the Head of State? MmatStatements?
Yes, we put that aside and move on. Oh, yes, Haibtel Minister of
Presidential Affairs.

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : Honourable
Speake(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: | will come to that in a little while.

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : Okay, thank you.

HON SPEAKER: The First Notice of a Motion is the one of the
Honourable Minister of Presidential Affairs. Dodlse Honourable
Minister Move that the Bill be now introduced?

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : | so Move,
Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Who seconds? Any objection? Agreed to. Wié th
Honourable Minister please table the Bill?

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : Thank you
(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Please table the Bill first, Honourable Minister.
Thank you.

The Secretary will now read the Bill a First Time.

FIRST READING - PRESIDENTIAL
REMUNERATION AND OTHER BENEFITS BILL [B.2 — 2016]

HON SECRETARY: Presidential Remuneration and Other Benefits Bill
[B.2 — 2016].

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Does the Honourable Minister Movd tha
the Bill be now read a Second Time?

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : | so Move,
Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Who seconds? Any objection? Agreed to. | mai
on the Minister to take the Floor.

SECOND READING - PRESIDENTIAL
REMUNERATION AND OTHER BENEFITS BILL [B.2 — 2016]

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : Thank you
Honourable Speaker. Yesterday | moved the Motianwhich |
announced my intention to table tReesidential Remuneration and Other
Benefits Bill[B.2 — 2016] today. | thank you for giving me tR®or to
table the Bill.

The purpose of this Bill is to provide for the pagmis of remuneration
and other benefits to the President and his/hensspand to provide for
incidental matters. Once promulgated, it will rajpé¢he Presidential
Remuneration and Other Benefits A2012 (Act 15 of 2012), which did
not make provision for the remuneration of the Wrresident, because
the position of Vice-President did not exist then.

The Bill was drafted to bring into effect, the Piens of Third
Constitutional Amendment Acbf 2014, which provides for the
appointment of the Vice-President by the Head ateSt In accordance
with that Law, His Excellency Dr Hage Geingob, desited Dr Nickey
lyambo as the Vice-President of the Republic ondWdri" 2015.

Some of the main Provisions in the Bill include reraration payable to
the President and the Vice-President, allowancalgayo the Presidential
Spouses and Medical Aid. These disbursementdwithade out of State
Revenue Funds and will be exempted from tax.

Honourable Speaker, our Government is committéchtssparency and
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accountability. It is for this reason that the teraration of our Head of
State and Vice-President is subject to Debate inevar Parliament by the
elected representatives of the Namibian peopleis iEhin line with the

principles of checks and balances as providednfdhe Supreme Law of
the land.

Last year, some Members of this year raised questidout the legality
of the remuneration of the Vice-President sincéeggslation to that effect
was in place. | wish to reassure the Honourablenbtrs that nothing
unlawful or illegal was done. To ensure that noghuntoward is done
with respect to the remuneration of the Vice-PrasidHis Excellency Dr
Hage Geingob issued a Proclamation through whiehMite-President
was declared as a Political Office-Bearer in tewhsSection 8 of the
Public Office-Bearers Remuneration and Benefits @dsion Act,2005
(Act 3 of 2005). This made it possible for a deteation to be made
regarding the Vice-President's remuneration andefisn This Bill,
which | am tabling today will give full legislativeffects to the action
taken by the President last year.

Comrade Speaker, it should also be noted that ierméning the
remuneration of the Vice-President at that time, Rinesident acted on the
basis of the recommendation by the Public OfficesBes Remuneration
and Benefits Commission, which recommended thah effect from 21
March 2015, the basic salary payable to the Viessident of the
Republic of Namibia be 10% above the remunerateyaple to the Prime
Minister of the country. The Bill proposes tha¢ ttemuneration payable
to the President be at 15% above the remuneraagahe to the Vice-
President.

Comrade Speaker, | wish to emphasise that the pggatnon of this Bill
establishes a legislative framework for the rematnen of the Vice-
President and his spouse as contemplated in thdaRration issued by
the President last year.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the sulvjatter of this Bill
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has been raised from this House before. In Semehabt year (2015), |
provided significant details on this matter in neply to questions raised
by Honourable Venaani.

Since this is a straightforward subject, | appeal the Honourable
Members to favourably consider this Bill. ~ HonoueabSpeaker,
Honourable Members, | thank you once again for yaitention. | so
submit.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much indeed. That was short and
sweet. Any further discussion? | have the Honloler&hixwameni - you
have the Floor.

HON SHIXWAMENI : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | would like to
ask the indulgence of my Commissar, so that weudsand finalise this
Bill on Tuesday, next week?

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. If there are no other comments, dvkn

that that may coincide with the Budget Debate,ibute could have that

as the first item, maybe we could clear the wakndw the timetable is

going to be a little bit crowded, but can we agrebandle that as the first
item? D’ accord. Thank you.

The Second Notice of a Motion is the one of the dloable Minister of
Urban and Rural Development. Does the Honourabltesiér Move the
Motion?
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HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT : Iso
Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Who seconds? Any objection? Agreed to.
Honourable Minister you have the Floor.

MOTION ON THE RATIFICATION OF THE
AFRICAN CHARTER ON THE VALUES AND
PRINCIPLES OF DECENTRALISATION, LOCAL
GOVERNANCE AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT :
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of this stugause, | rise to
table, for ratification by this august House, th&idan Charter on the
Values and Principles of Decentralisation at Ld2avelopment.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, trendstatthe continental
and global levels continue to highlight the impoda of organising
development from the bottom up, as well as the th& Regional and
Local Governments play in bringing about an advagcsolution for
poverty eradication and sustainable development.

Our commitment to participatory democracy, goveoeanand
development is underpinned by Charter 12 of ours@iuion and the
subsequent enactment by this august House dRélggonal Councils Act,
1992 (Act 22 of 1992) and thieocal Authorities Act1992 (Act 23 of
1992) and theDecentralisation Enabling Act2000 (Act 33 of 2000),
which follows the adaption of Decentralisation Bplin 1998.
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As a Member of African Union (AU), Namibia throughe Ministry of

Urban and Rural Development is a Member and has taeng part in

fora and activities on Decentralisation and Localv&nment matters
such as the All African Ministerial Conferences [Dacentralisation and
Local Development.

At its Third Extraordinary Meeting held on the™® the 14 September
2013, in Dakar, Senegal, the All African Ministéri@onference on
Decentralisation and Local Development hosted awltettive process of
African Member States, including Namibia, which mulated in the
development of an African Charter on the Values &rdhciple of
Decentralisation, Local Governance and Local Dgualent.

Namibia was represented by the Ministry and by Nheister of Urban
and Rural Development and the Ministry of JusticEhe Charter was
subsequently approved and adopted at tffeS2&sion of the Assembly of
the African Union Heads of State and Governmentclwtook place from
the 26" to the 2% of July 2014, in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea.

The Report and Decisions of the2%ession of the Assembly of the
African Union Heads of State and Government, watdetl before the
Cabinet of the Government of the Republic of Namibn the 28 of
October 2014, and Cabinet Decision No. 18/28.1006Y authorised
Namibia’s accession and ratification of the Africaharter on the Values
and Principles of Decentralisation and Local Depeient.

Namibia stands to benefit immensely from this psscethrough
knowledge sharing, benchmarking and decentralisatoral governance
and local development principles and practices wiik fellow AU

Member States.

Honourable Members, it is in this connection thefinister responsible

for Decentralisation and Local Governance, riseahbte for ratification by
this august House, the African Charter on the V@alued Principles of
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Decentralisation, Local Governance and Local Dgwalent. The
ratification of this Charter does not have any fiicial implications given
that Namibia is already a Member of All Africa Msterial Conferences
on Decentralisation and Local Government.

Honourable Speaker, to this, there is annexurebgctives that will, of
course, help the Honourable House to understarige objectives of this
Charter are only nine, and | would like to readmtheThe objectives of
African Charter on the Values and Principles of &wralisation Local
Governance and Local Development are:

To promote, protect and act as a catalyst for deaesation, local
governance and local development in Africa;

To promote and champion local governance and ldeatocracy as
one of the cornerstones of decentralisation inc&fri

To promote resources mobilisation and local econodeivelopment
with the view to eradicate poverty in Africa.

To promote a shared understanding and common visidiember
States on matters relating to the decentralisalomal governance and
local development;

To promote the core values and principles of deaésation, local
governance and local development;

To guide policy formulation, implementation, momitgg and
evaluation at the continental, regional Statessardnational levels on
the decentralisation, local governance and locadéld@ment;

To encourage effective coordination, harmonisatma knowledge

sharing with Member States and among regional eoano
communities on decentralisation, local governamzklacal
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development;

» To promote the association and cooperation of L&Galernment or
Local Authorities at the local, national, regioaald continental levels;
and

» To promote Civil Society, Private Sector and peqpéeticipation in
the decentralisation, local governance and locaveld@ment
initiatives.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members of this audosse, this is the
Charter. | so Move and submit. Thank you for ykind attention.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Any further discussionées,
Honourable Van Den Heever.

HON VAN DEN HEEVER: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | would
like to ask the House to postpone the ratificabbthe African Charter on
Values and Principles of Decentralisation, Locav&oance and Local
Development to Wednesday, if there is nobody else wants to take the
Floor - just for afford myself sufficient time toepuse and familiarise
myself with the details.

HON SPEAKER: | have taken note of that request. Are thefeiot
Members who wish to contribute? Yes, the Honow&ankwasa.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT : Thank
you, Honourable Speaker.

Honourable Speaker, as much as | would have aguee@r certain
circumstances with the Honourable Member who isppsog a
postponement, | have some reservations when it gotmebudgetary
issues.

We need to discuss the Budget, because the modelag the Budget, the
more we delay Government service delivery. Thaok, yHonourable
Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: | suppose the Member would like to pronounceséiér
on the ratification of this important document. {pmu still hold the view
for us to take it up on Wednesday - is that what g saying?

HON VAN DEN HEEVER: There is a certain Clause that | would like
to investigate, therefore, if it is possible, noday.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We take note that. The discussiothes
important subject matter is deferred until Wedngsdahen the
Honourable Member would like to contribute full§o that is it.

In light of the fact that we do not have any otitems on our agenda, |
would like to call on the Right Honourable Primeniidier to adjourn the
House until tomorrow.
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RT HON PRIME MINISTER : | understand there is still something.

HON SPEAKER: Did | miss anybody here?

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : Honourable Speaker, | suggest that the
House adjourns until tomorrow, at 14:30.

HON SPEAKER: Absolutely. Thank you very much. Of course,
tomorrow we will have a very clear agenda beforeand | will have to
comply. The House stands adjourned until tomortbe,usual time.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:10 UNTIL 2016.03.03 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affiromati

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Notice ekt@us? Yes,
Honourable Dienda please.

HON MEMBER : Does the Honourable have her voice back?

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 27:

HON DIENDA : | hope so. Honourable Speaker, | give Noticd tn
Thursday, the 1Dof March 2016, | shall ask the Minister of Envinoent
and Tourism the following:

It is widely being reported in the local media tkie@ KORA Awards that
was set to take place in Namibia this year, may ramvcancelled,
accordingly. | ask the Honourable Minister thddaling questions:-

1. Is it true that the KORA Awards will be cancelleshd if not, when are
they scheduled to take place?
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2. What are the reasons behind the reported canoellafithe hosting of
the KORA Awards in Namibia?

3. How was the money required to host the KORA Awamalsed and
funded, and from which Organs of the State bodidsthis money
come from?

4. What was the amount set aside by either the Min@mtrthe Namibian
Tourism Board for the hosting of the KORA Awardslamhat portion
of this has already been expended?

5. Should the awards be cancelled, who will be lidblerefunding the
money that has already been expended by the Namiborism
Board the Ministry and the Namibian Broadcastingrg@oation in
anticipation and preparation for the awards?

| thank you, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Notice of Motions? Messages from the Head of
State? Ministerial Statements? Yes, Honourableist&r of Presidential
Affairs.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

RESPONSE TO A NEGATIVE REPORT ON THE PRESIDENTIAL
REMUNERATION AND OTHER BENEFITS BILL
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HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : Thank you
Honourable Speaker, in line with our Government@mmitment to
promote and live by the values of transparencyaatduntability, | tabled
the Presidential Remunerations and Other Benefits Bilthis Chamber
yesterday, for discussion by the Elected Represeaesaof the Namibian
people.

The purpose of the Bill is to provide for the payrseof remunerations
and other benefits to the President and his orspeuse and the Vice-
President and his or her spouse, and to providanfodental matters.
Once promulgated, it will repeal tirresidential Remuneration and Other
Benefits Act2012 (Act 15 of 2012), which did not make prowvsior the
new position of the Vice-President.

Comrade Speaker, | rise to respond to a negatpatrén one of the local
newspapers following the tabling of the Bill. Iskito start by providing a
brief context to my Statemef(interjections) There is quite a lot of noise
— maybe the people are protesting, | do not know.

HON SPEAKER: Can we allow the Honourable Minister to contifue

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : Comrade Speaker,
twenty-six years ago, following a protracted andtebi struggle, we

established an independent and democratic Stakeam@onstitution that
guarantees citizens and all those between our mrdaundamental

Human Rights and Freedoms, including freedom ob@aton, freedom

of expression and other Rights. During the past decade, our country
made significant progress in terms of governancecamsolidation of the
enjoyment of Human Rights and Freedoms. As a teblamibia has

received international recognition and accoladedhimm areas of press
freedom, governance and tolerance.
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The 1991 Windhoek Declaration on the Freedom oPtfess in Africa set
the stage for the adoption of World Press Freeday by the United
Nations. For successive years, Namibia has beekedahighly by
Reporters Beyond Borders as the country with thesr media in Africa,
and number 16 in the world.

Similarly, in terms of governance, former Presiddddbhamba was
awarded the Mo Ibrahim Prize for Leadership in édn Governance, last
year. The recently released survey by Afro-Baremeanks Namibia as
the most tolerant country in Africa across a varadtvariables.

Comrade Speaker, this achievements did not comdelgult, they are

outcomes of deliberate Policies by successive NiamiBovernments to
promote good governance and pursue Policies tloagie the wellbeing

of our people. The progress we have made has wamilNa great

admiration from around the world. It is unfortumathat some Namibians
choose not to see these positive developmentsNahsibians we expect
Media Houses and Journalists to adhere to joutalethics in their

reporting.

Comrade Speaker, following the tabling of the Blillvas appalled like
many Namibians, by reports in one local newspametay. The
newspapers chose to make derogatory remarks dimuirresident with a
headline —‘Geingob Hits Pay Dirt.” What is the purpose of such a
headline? Is it deliberately design to portray Bresent in a negative
light and to tarnish his name and reputation? Whserthe journalistic
ethic of reporting objectively and without bias?h&Ye is the respect that
must be given to the Holder and to the Office af fresident of our
Republic? The newspaper owes the Namibian peopéxplanation.

When references such ddillionaire President’ are made in the same
breath as the Bill on the Presidential Remuneratenm impression is
created that the President benefits unduly fronSttage. It is neither fair,
nor correct for the newspaper to foster such abtahistake and view.

The newspaper even went as far as trying to shewligtrepancy
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between the remuneration of the current Presidedt taat of former
President Pohamba. This attempt is mischievous disidgenuous by
reason of context alone. | urge newspapers tosidésim making any
efforts to drive an artificial wedge between Naraibieaders, former and
current. This kind of reporting makes one shudder.

Comrade Speaker, the kind of reporting we see dayies Namibian
Newspapers does nothing else, but to cast aspersiothe Holder of the
highest Office in the land. The Nation expectd tha fourth estate be a
full and constructive partner, working hand in handh Government
Institutions to build a common Namibian House byeobively informing
and educating the public about issues of natioralest.

The tabling of thePresidential Remuneration and Other Benefits Bill
demonstrates our Government's commitment to opennesd
transparency. There is nothing to hide about esand benefits payable
to the President, the Vice-President and the PNfimaster or any other.
These benefits are determined, not by the Presideaws have been
enacted and institutions have been establishadftbthis task.

It is mind boggling that even a magnanimous gedshtyréhe President to
donate part of his salary towards the efforts tmlgat poverty is being
guestioned. The President has made a commitmenteaamill live up to
it, there should be no question about that. He desded to lead by
example and all Namibians of good will follow hisagenple to help others
in whatever way we can.

It is a sad indictment when a newspaper uses ggi@o to denigrate our
National Leaders and treat them with contempt asiespect. We expect
better from journalists. We expect basic decenfdirness and

professionalism from them. (Applause)

This is what they have signed for in the Media Codléthics, which
states amongst others thaewvery journalist shall strive to report news
and events accurately, fairly and with balance@he Code of Ethics also
obliges journalists to give due regards to the iptssegative effect to the
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subject of the article or broadcast. As much asftlurth estate plays its
role as a watchdog, it has a duty to report faidygcurately and
professionally.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, we rejezset aspersions
with the contempt it deserves(Applause) | thank you, Honourable
Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Yes please.

COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS ON MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON DIENDA : Honourable Speaker, since the Honourable Ministes
saying that what is in the newspapers are liegust want to ask the
Minister one question.

As a Member of Parliament, | also do not know whdhe exact salary of
the President per year. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, are you willing to respora t
that question?

RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ON MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
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HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : Yes. The
President’s salary is not a secret. If you do kmadw - | do not know
whether you do not knoaughter) | also do not know whether you want
to know and why, because the President does nat gooirs? He does
not know yours, why would you want to know his?

HON SPEAKER: Can | say something? | think what the Minister
saying is that, if you really wish to know the infmation, you will be able
to have access to a source that will help you tdayenow the salary.

HON DIENDA : That the President does not know my salary, ¢agnd
understand, but it is also my Right as a MembePafiament to obtain
that information, because the Honourable Ministeod up in this House
and said what is reported in the media is a lie.

Therefore, as a Member of Parliament | want to kwavat the truth is
then. If that is a lie, what is the truth - thatwhat | want to know from
him, and that cannot be a secret.

HON SPEAKER: What | think is interesting is that we are nowirgy to
discuss and make the Article in that particular sygaper a debating point.
Some of us have not even read that particular lardad | think for now, |
would suggest that we leave that aspect.

The Minister responded to what he would characeassa distortion and |
think we should leave it at that. If we want tesaliss the President’s
salary, we have an item on the Order Paper for werk, we are going to
get there, and perhaps that would be the apprepimat for us to get into
some of those issues. Can we leave it at that?
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Honourable Muharukua?

HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable
Speaker, just at the outset, | did not read thaicksr so | do not know
what is there.

However, | just want to address one thing thakeihaps at the concern of
many and it is the fact that in Namibia we polg&ithe salaries of
politicians to the extent that politicians almosivé to feel apologetic for
earning a salary, forgetting that people are atsalering a service, to the
extent that at times we do not want to openly acgmd freely say this is
how much | earn. The moment we do not do that, it leaves people ou
there with no choice, but to start making assunmmgti@accusations and say
unwarranted things.

| really think it is about time that we start edtilcg our people that a
politician is also just a person doing a job. | @wvolved in politics now,
but I come from my work like everyone else whonspéoyed. It is not as
one receives a gratuity for many who are politisian presume there are
many business people, farm owners and so on. W&, rtinerefore, start
educating our people so that they can also knowpbaple are do receive
their dues in return for services rendered. | délte say it in public that if
you look around the world, Namibian politicians arederpaid. | am not
saying anything about the President, because |addkmow, but | am
speaking in general terms.

| think we must start engaging in conversationg thake people aware
that politicians ought not to be apologetic forreag a salary.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Bezuidenhout.
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HON BEZUIDENHOUT : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | do not
have any detailed questions. However, what | w@iaisk the Minister is,

in light of the reflection of the report, wouldbe considered to escalate
the complaint to the Office of the Media Ombudsmahich is actually
an Institution that was created to deal with mattefr this nature in this
country? Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: | think that is one option - where we feel thag have
been misrepresented, the Minister reserves thet Rigiefer that matter to
the appropriate Institution that is capable of mgkithe necessary
judgment, a | think you are basically alerting Mmister to look into this
possibility. We all have to act within our necegdaoundaries, governed
by certain Conventions and Rules, obviously.

| will leave this to the Minister to deal with isde deems fit. | call upon
Honourable Swartbooi please.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Honourable
Speaker, thank you very much.

| am extremely pleased by the statement made byttable Muharukua,
which statement | think perhaps differs with whag¢ tDTA of Namibia
says outside this House around the question ofisaland benefits of
Political Office-Bearers.

| would like to ask him whether the position he haken here, is the
official position of the DTA of Namibia, and if sthe Namibian people
deserve to know the true stance of the DTA of Naniegarding the
matter of salaries and remuneration, which theynseebe contradicting
depending on the avenues and platforms available.
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HON MUHARUKUA : | am already done!

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Honourable
Speaker, can he answer pleage&ughter)

HON SPEAKER: | know Honourable Muharukua is not a person who
shies away from a challenge.

HON MUHARUKUA : Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members | am
glad to answer my Learned Colleague and Friendé&stipn, although |
had already sat down when he asked the question.

You see, the DTA is a Democratic Party. | am &dito have my view
and air it. The DTA is not one of those Partiest thill tell you —this is
what you should say in Parliameot what you should not say, therefore,
this is my personal view and | can freely expressetf without any
repercussions from the DTA whatsoever. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Well, I think we leave it at that and | call upthe
Attorney-General.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Mr Speaker, yesterday after the Bill
was tabled, | had the opportunity to spend thine-fminutes with the
Journalist in question. | have never seen suclatarii expression of an
agenda that | witnessed yesterday. Mr Shinavelesifpay heed to what
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| tried to tell him. There is no agenda. Firstig, was insinuating that the
President determined his salary increment himseaimething which is
totally not true. | tried to explain to him, buiet agenda came out in
today’s paper.

The Media Ombudsman that you are referring to ad the opportunity to
sit a Konrad Adenauer Stiftung arranged platforie gentleman says to
me that Namibians, and particularly the black peppte financially and
economically worse off today than they were at petelence. This is the
person you want us to go to? | had previouslyteamitand complaint
about reporting to this Journalist in question’sMspaper,The Namibian,
and copied him, but did not receive, even a singgponse, no action was
even take, nothing. These fourth estates regulemselves, they say
what they want to say and the moment you talk abedia Regulation,
even in the context of elections — | was consultimgm during elections,
telling them that — what you can write can instg#ite Nation to the
precipice of war. But | was condemned by some roolwcalled The
Ramblerwhich loves to write about me every Friday. EvEriday — last
Friday | was there, and this coming Friday | widl there as well. These
people have an agenda.

It is clear that maybe the Opposition is failingtheir duty and they want
to occupy that platform unelected. | would ratdeal with the elected
officials here who apparently have democracy inrtRarties and can air
their views, and | agree with him fully. Namibiamgght to know that we
are not here because we do not have anything wittoour lives, we are
here to serve. Maybe some of us are just herawe An agenda as well, |
do not know. However, | am talking about the Pdriepresent, and
hopefully the Official Opposition and the other @pjtion Parties here.
The reality is, if you do not look after your Palians, you are also
contributing to corruption. They preside over gsnif you pay them
peanuts, will they not put their pockets in thev&® Those are the issues.

Now with regard to the issue of the President’s ueenation, this is
regulated by Law according to Article 33 of our Gtitution, | think —
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you can that check, its either Article 32 or 33t lius there and it says
that an Act of Parliament will determine that 4sipegged on the salary of
the Prime Minister. We introduce this Act becaakthe Vice-Presidency
that was created.

| do not understand where and why somebody wouldtwa publish
such, on the World Wide Web — self-defeatist — agfayour own country,
you write things like“Millionaire President,” and the like? | do not
understand this, if the President is a millionawe, should be happy and
feel good about that, because he did well! Thes the PHDs we are
talking about — the Pull Him Down syndrome. Whande not be an
individual whom we are treating as our First Citizend you deal with
that on its merits? | am talking here about thia@uof the article and that
newspaper, which our Party helped create, by the thaey seem to have
forgotten that. It has an agenda and that agemulaicsbe clear to all.

And if Honourable Muharukua finds that he has natgution in the DTA
after making the statement he made, he is welcaer= hThank you very
much. (Laughter)

HON SPEAKER: Order! Order! | call upon Honourable Kavekotora.

HON KAVEKOTORA : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker.
Order!(Interjections)

HON SPEAKER: Order please!

66



03 March 2016 COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS ON
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
HON KAVEKOTORA

HON KAVEKOTORA : Am | protected?

HON SPEAKER: Yes.

HON KAVEKOTORA : | can protect myself, | am black belt holdert bu
| do not want to use that at this platfoflaughter)

Honourable Speaker, | do not think that we neetécemotional about
this, | can see my Colleagues on the other sidbeofisle are becoming
very emotionallaughter) There is no reason to be emotional.

| think the Honourable Minister has brought up ssue that is important,
he wanted to basically respond to it, and he didnita right way.
However, the subsequent remarks that were maamey iapinion, became
an emotional issue.

Honourable Speaker, when | was listening to theddoable Minister, the
guestion that went to my mind is — what is thedatincorrectness of the
report? Because the report, for instance, alsaiored the issue of the
President being a millionaire. Is that a lie?

HON MEMBER : It is fictional!

HON KAVEKOTORA : Let me just finish what | am trying to say. Tha
is not a lie, because on the declaration of asgeRresident declared his
assets and if you look at the amount indicatingnleisworth, the President
is indeed a millionaire. Therefore, | think whep attack the media, we
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also need to be factual from our side. There isaason for us not to be
factual, if we want the media to be factual. Tisaine thing that | want to
put across.

If there is structural incorrectness in this whodeort, | think it is really
incumbent upon the Ministry of Presidential Affaithe Office of the
President itself and the Presidency to take theemap. However, when
there are factual items, you do not need to merthese items as if they
are factually incorrect, because there is nothimgng with calling the
President amillionaire. The President himself has declared himself as a
millionaire.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | think we should get bézk
the item before the House. We have expressed leesssufficiently on
the subject matter.

The Secretary will read the Order of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON SECOND
READING - APPROPRIATION BILL [B.1 — 2016]

HON SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on Second Reading —
Appropriation Bill[B. 1 — 2016].

HON SPEAKER: There is seem to be a bit of a confusion — Thee©
of the Day before us is basically the ResumptiothefDebate on Second
Reading of thé\ppropriation Bill. (Interjection) Yes, indeed.
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When the Debate was adjourned on Thursday, theoRFebruary 2016,
the question before the Assembly was a Motion by Honourable
Minister of Finance that the Bill be read a Secdmche. Honourable
Muharukua adjourned the Debate and | would now tikkeall upon him
to take the Floor.

HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you once again, Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, Fellow K&mimen and
women, as the Honourable Minister of Finance shidreferring to a
famous quote -The National Budget is not just a book of figures a
numbers, but it is rather a window into the soudldreart of our Nation’s
priorities (interjection)

HON MEMBER : Widow?

HON MUHARUKUA : Window, yes window.

HON MEMBER : Not widow? (Laughter)

HON MUHARUKUA : It is the window through which the Namibia
Nation can see where their chosen Leaders aregtéhkam.

We all want to alleviate socioeconomic hardshipsl amove towards
economic freedom for all Namibians, thus to say, allewant to see a
developed and prosperous Namibia. The beautyrojaxernance system
is that we may differ on the best path to take rowaealising our
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common objectives. However, we should not diffet of a sense of
obligation, the good must be applauded just as,lasl the bad is
condemned.

Leaders must be bold enough to suffer the discdndbrapplauding
political opponents for a job well done, and toeige deserved criticism
for shortcomings in leadership. For such discotrifomeagre compared
to the capital price paid by those who preceded us.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Membweth that in mind, | note with
interest that at no point does the Honourable Nenisnake reference to
any Political Party in his Budget Speech. | vidwstin the light of the
current President’s agenda of national unity, gsoepd to, a dispensation
distancing itself from past failures.

Further, | note the Honourable Minister makes nate of the fabled
Vision 2030. This is a sign of a drastic changecofirse, and an
admission that we must begin to re-evaluate oueldgment goals and
re-align them with the socioeconomic realities of people.

The goal to bring prosperity to all the cornersha$é country requires us to
build a strong economy propelled by industriesugahddition, reduction
in imports, diversification and efficient utilisah of resources.

In the past years, we have experienced high ecangroivth. Indeed the
slow-down in economic growth that we are experiegciow calls for our
nation to live within its means. Therefore, theagnition that our
National spending should be curtailed is viewedipositive light and
welcomed accordingly.

The Nation cannot continue spending frivolous shast year alone, our
total debt went up by 70% and the continued isseiafiaebt certificates
IS unsustainable, because the increasing costrotcsg debt is another
notable concern.

In his Budget Statement last week, the Ministerdaieéd that growth for

70



03 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON MUHARUKUA

the Financial Year 2015/2016 would be 4.5%, groWahthe Financial
Year 2016/2017 is now expected to be 4.3%. Howedaring the
2015/2016 Budget Statement, it was said that grdeththe Financial
Year 2016/2017 would be 5% and as recently as Nbeenm the Mid-
Term Review, it was said that growth for the Finah&'ear 2016/2017
would be 5.5%. In the space of under 5 monthshawe gone from 5.5%
to 4.3%. Honourable Minister, these and the acag@nomic growth
patterns are telling a story — our actual growth tlis and the next
Financial Year is overestimated.

In addition hereto, SACU revenue dropped well beéxpected figures in
the Financial Year 2015/2016, so much so that Nenfibs to repay close
to N$3 billion into the SACU Pool this Financial &fe Furthermore, on
the eve of our Budget, it was announced by the ISaditican Finance
Minister that South Africa would reduce its SACUntabution by 20%.
Given that SACU Revenue comprises a third of otal taevenue, such a
reduction will have a devastating effect on us amdll prove difficult —

if not impossible — to fill this void with othervenue sources.

Honourable Minister,the growth slowdown will be sharper than the
Government is projecting. It is, therefore, prudininform the country
to brace itself for real financial turbulencesfolesee further expenditure
cuts and that our people are likely to be hit haydthe state of our
economy.

| refer in this regard to two remarks made by tlemélirable Minister:
1. the biggest employer, the Public Service, will marease its size;

2. the Public Service will only raise salaries up & with the inflation
rate.

Hard times are coming for ordinary Namibians. Upkyed youth will

find it harder to get a job, now more than evehe Grandmother who is
receiving a living allowance from her daughter ddaxpect less. Those
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of us who support and sustain extended family mesnbd! find it hard
to alleviate the need of the poor.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Membgrns, also not quite correct that
Government should carry the burden of feeding tla¢idd alone. The
Private Sector must weigh in and play its part.

Indeed, at the dawn of the Global Financial Crii8/2009, Namibia
pursued an Expansionary Economic Policy, resultmdpigh economic
growth.

TIPEEG (Targeted Intervention Programme for Emplegitn and
Economic Growth), as a tool of the Expansionary riecoic Policy
presented an opportunity to boost the economy’slymtion capacity.
TIPEEG and other policies and projects, such assNtamising, failed to
provide the boost required for the expansion of Fvate and SME
Sector, that could sustain the economy when theefdovent is unable to
spend at the rate previously seen. TIPEEG onlgeroed in creating
overnight millionaires antenderpreneurs.Nepotism, corruption and the
self-enrichment of the well-connected elite derilaamibia an opportunity
to create a self-sustaining permanent Industry thatild continue to
create job opportunities after the initial capitgéction from Government.
Therefore, whilst the Expansionary Economic Polstyelded Namibia
from the blow of the global financial crisis; potygreconomic inequality
and unemployment remained and still remains therastithe day.

Government did not take certain critical decisioaguired, nor did it
prioritize investment in certain Sectors and Indastthat today would
have been in a better position to help Namibiatabibse the economic
slowdown and, thereby reducing the severe effect tled new
consolidatary Fiscal Policy on the ordinary Nanribia

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Membarsy State Coffers and the
Namibian people are now paying for the sins anédjad a few.

Over the years we have seen continued expenditungamy non-
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productive expenditure items, however, in positne@ws, the Minister
appears to have admitted that continuing to wasiéigresources on non-
productive and unnecessary consumptive expensesnois longer
sustainable.

As a result, one would have expected more cuts Iboa-impact
expenditure that would have minimal positive effect our economic
growth. Highly consumptive, but non-productive ergditure should have
received more attention, Honourable Minister. Moemains to be done
to alleviate the pressure exerted on the GovernQefiers by the bloated
Public Service. This will go a distance in redgcithe Government's
operational Budget from its current level of 86.2%ihe total Budget. As
earlier indicated, strengthening the Private Seatwr SMESs is an answer
in this regard.

With the right priorities, we could use the resgatfunds that we have to
run a productive Budget that will have maximum gesiimpact to our
economic growth.

Further, it is also a cause for concern that treeStgiven the express
concerns about the size of Public Service Experalittid not reconsider
the continued burdening of the State Coffers vargtention of the so-
called A-Team; and the continued duplicity of atiptea of Deputy
Ministers, including Honourable Roy#laughter) (interjection) if 1 was
radical, | would have saidRoyal Must Fall- and Permanent Secretaries in
certain Line Ministries. The resources that we @smg to retain these
positions could be better served for the creatibjolos. The interest of
the Namibian people should never be substitutegdbtical expediency.

Government cannot in good conscience say that eeegking to reduce
public service expenditure, whilst at the same tiomeler the helm of this
very administration, we have seen not only unnecgssluplicity of
positions in certain Ministries.  Further, we alsee this in the
Government's creation of what have essentially bexo purely
administrative Ministries, in the Ministries of S®Bnd the Ministry of
Poverty Eradication, both of which deal with crassting issues. Of
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particular concern, is that the Ministry of PoveBsadication, which was
sold as the beacon of hope for the poor, has efédgtbecome no more
than a workshop to brainstorm ideas. When doeteirgntation begin?

If, as Government, you dedicate a large amount ohaw over an
extended period towards a certain activity or Miyisthis money should
be seen not only in the transformation of the ligéhe recipients of the
funds, but also in the service that they rendethto public. Then you
know, that there is real value for money.

The Ministry of Defence is a Ministry that has cstently received
priority in budgetary allocations and is comfortaklithin the top five as
far as budgetary allocations since Independencever Ghe last two
Financial Years, the Ministry of Defence has bekocated the second
highest Budget portion of all Ministries, with onducation topping it.
This Financial Year, Defence is once again a gdicarea ranking third
amongst all Ministries with an allocation of N$@Gilion and over N$20
billion over the MTEF.

Honourable Memberd, am not saying we must disband or contract our
military or armed forces. That is not what | anyisg. What | am,
however, saying is that these sort of investmembsilsl be seen to create a
leaner and meaner military force, capacitated apipped to reflect a 21
Century Force, because that is what Namibia needsis sort of
investment must be seen to create a Dual-functi@maly.

Namibia periodically continues to experience drdaagind floods, and yet
we do not make use of our service men and womerfféo humanitarian

services to the populace during such periods. alile available dual-

function army to serve in all emergencies wouldéhsaved the Namibian
people and Government huge amounts of mofieterjections)

Am | protected, Honourable Speaker?
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HON SPEAKER: Yes, you are protected, continue.

HON MUHARUKUA : Especially from the Gener@hterjection)

HON SPEAKER: Let us have order please!

HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. A readily
available Dual-function Army to serve in all emenges would have
saved the Namibian people and Government huge asofimoney — it

is not to a desirable level, and that is what we addressing.
(Interjection) | was just applauding and you wanted me to jOMARO,
now you are interjecting mgaughter)

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Membarsew Dual-functional Armed

Forces is immediately required, if we are to denaée for money from

our continually high allocations to the Ministry Diefence. Namibia is

not in the financial position where we can affoodcarry costs for purely

insurance purposes alone. It is for this readwt, ltpropose that we move
towards an Army with special divisions, which deald are properly

trained to be progressively active during peacesim

HON MEMBER : What do you know about the Army?

HON MUHARUKUA : | was in the Army before.
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HON MEMBER : Which Army?

HON MUHARUKUA : | was | PLAN, KOEVOET and SWATF, like
many of us around hefaughter)

We have a shortage of teachers and emergency eestiaff nationwide,
these are some areas where specially-trained alteldsinembers of the
Army can be utilized so that the money we contitmgump into the
Armed Forces bares real fruit.

Accordingly, | would hope that the next budgetampvsions would
reflect a move towards a Multi-functional Army.

Honourable Members, the emphasis placed on Defenoet the only

Achilles heel towards a more responsive impactfuiddet that will

address our developmental needs and directly agldhesneeds of our
people. The Agricultural Sector and the Energyt&@eare not getting the
required attention.

The Budget of the Ministry of Mines and Energy otlee MTEF Period
has been slashed from an estimated N$5.9 billishyaar, to just N$1
billion over the MTEF Period. Additionally, the Nlstry’s allocation for
the Financial Year 2016/2017 has been reducedntera N$330 million.
One can only deduce that the Kudu Gas-To-Powerefras now
officially off the table. Whether this is due toetscuffle between various
Government heavy weights, as they jostle for poaveird competing and
conflicting interests is not at issue today. Whatnains relevant,
however, is that Namibia needs to find an avenug@eerate its own
power. The heavy dependence on South Africa aasfanergy provision
goes, is unhealthy and does not bode well for aoulustrialisation
trajectory.

| was hoping that the Government was considerirglifey our national
grid with solar energy. Power supply is a growsagcern in SADC.
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Countries like South Africa from whom we buy thdkbaf our power are
already experiencing power shortages and are gireader nation-wide
load shedding. It is thus only a matter of timéobe they reach the stage
where they simply do not have enough power totselis. It is time we
invested in Renewable Energy as a country andtselefrness alternative
form of energy that will help us cope with the imgeng energy crisis. It
is, therefore, imperative that individual interestisd greed do not rob
Namibians of an opportunity of surety of electycitand moreover,
cheaper electricity. The lack of political will ink sources of Solar
Energy to our national grid will cost this Natioaatly.

It is common cause that the production of energy fmod security are
both very vital for development and poverty eraticza

The Agricultural Sector directly contributes to tdaily sustenance of
around 45% of our population, and indirectly toseloto 70% of our
population. Given those numbers, and especiallgrgithe anti-poverty
drive and its close relation with food securitydan line with the DTA
2014 Manifesto, the Government must be applaudedifocating the
highest portion of the Development Budget towardgridulture.
Honourable Minister, that is commendable.

Many Namibians rely on communal farming. Therefary attempt to
alleviate poverty without accompanying Fiscal Pplgrioritisation of
development initiatives aimed at enhancing efficienproductivity and
sustainability in the Agricultural Sector, will imgably fail.

We have a social responsibility to empower our comah farmers and
ensure that real value for money, increased piuolfitya, access to more
diverse markets is attained for communal farmeosh Isides of the Red
Line.

The absence of a buffer zone between Namibia argblanremains a
concern, as it continues to deprive our GDP of huogesnues, and
unconstitutionally prevents many Namibians fromlyfupart-taking in
socioeconomic activities in Namibia at par withgbsouth of the Red
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Line. That is a reality. | would hope for moreatdit financial investment
and political will in expediting the creation of Buffer Zone between
Namibia and Angola, to ensure that all farmersarpar with each other
in an independent Namibia.

(Interjection) Honourable Speaker, Honourable Membears] General
Namoloh(laughter) as has been the case for the last few years thew,
Social Sector once again retains the biggest chohkGovernment
expenditure. | am fully in agreement with Govermtngrioritising social
responsibilities. What has been lacking, howefggrthe past 25 years, is
the yielding of quality service from the investmentLong queues,
medicine shortages, the unavailability of doctohie lack of
professionalism and etiquette from staff and the levels of hygiene at
our medical facilities continue to jeopardise th&lgy of Public Health
Service.

Moreover, one would hope that the highest allocatio the Education
Sector is accompanied by a review and overhaul of school

curriculums.  Nations from which we copied, what swihen best
practices, are now doing things differently nowheTNamibian Education
System must, therefore, follow suit and put em@hasi producing young
people who have skills and practical knowledge dlivthey learn in
school. Information Technology has to be one @f tajor investment
areas in our schools and Tertiary Institutions.

It is important that we do not simply continue ttwow money at the
problem but that investment in the Social Sector is aquamed by the
appropriate Policy Amendments. Although the Hombile Minister

indicated that it is important to tackle the ingdibnal culture within the
Public Service, we are yet to see the formation iamgplementation of
policy reforms that will move our Public Servicemards the best that it
can be.

In conclusion, Honourable Membeithere is an old OvaHerero saying
which says -Ondunge imue vazewanajo, yarwe isa kumbwae yoe.
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Loosely translated this says - one idea you muegg,hand get the other
from your peer.

This means, always heed to the concerns and ideasio peers or those
in a position to advice you.

| see and | applaud the Honourable Minister forregping the intention to
create a Youth Venture Capital Fund. Furthes @lso commendable that
Secondary and Primary Education are free. The DfANamibia
championed these issues during the 2014 electempaigns. Thank you
for taking our advice (Laughter)

Although somewhat limited by the projected inflatidikes, we are
partially satisfied with the increase in the OldeABension Grant from
N$1,000.00 to N$1,100.00 per month. But we norefise urge the
Government to increase same to N$1,500.00, so Asiitothe effect of

the foreseen price increases of daily commoditissoar pensioners.
Once again, it is an idea of the DTA of Namibiattttee Government is
implementing. We thank you very much and we appldne Minister. |

thank you, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | call upon Honourable Simataa.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY : Thank you very much,
Honourable Speaker.

| would like to advance a few comments and obs&msaton the Budget
that was tabled by the Honourable Minister of Fowalast week.

First of all, | would like to commend the Ministef Finance for tabling a
Budget that adds momentum to our Nation’s outwgrdsney to
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prosperity. It is reassuring to note that spendbmigrities set in the
Budget tabled, are perfectly aligned with the Sostale Development
Goals.

And as has now become customary, substantial baggetlocations to
Social Sectors such as Education and Health, icaged.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, these ISearte the bedrock
of a vibrant, a shared, an inclusive and a prosgeMation that all of us
cherish. Unlike what has been recently said byddoable Muharukua,
the increase in Old Age Pension — although nomidlirms our
Government’s long cherished desire to guaranteelivieéhood of our
Senior Citizens. By the way, the SWAPO Party Goment has already
given an indication that over the next Medium Tetimere will be a steady
increase in these allocation, so it has never bae®TA desire
(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: There is a Point of Order.

HON MUHARUKUA : Honourable Deputy Minister, Simataa, please be
clear. You are saying that the Government hasngareindication that it
will increased gradually, to what figure@fiterventions)

HON SPEAKER: | think he indicated, but let the Honourable Mier
speak for himself.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY : Thank you very much,
Honourable Speaker.
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| believe that Honourable Muharukua is a Learnedle@gue who can
read in terms of documents that have been placedradisposal, so | am
not going to give you an answer, as a good Teadhei|l give you
homework and say read the document.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, our pidchddress poverty
will get better traction, if we at the same timekia pervasive societal
tendencies that threaten to derail our noble effoBuch tendencies range
from the low premium some members of our societycht to the
advancement and wellbeing of fellow citizens, te #bnormally skewed
spending patterns of the targeted beneficiariegijcp&arly on items that
only drive them deeper into the bowels of povertyam convinced that
throwing more money at the poor without addressiegp-rooted poverty
drivers, will not yield lasting results. To avoidlegating some of our
communities to eternal poverty, we must unpack t¢herent poverty
architecture in different segments of our commaesitand flex and our
interventions accordingly.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, given thdgiry
unemployment rate and the imperative for skilledl antrepreneurial
youth, the emphasis placed on TVET in the Budgeisemted by the
Minister, in my view, bodes well for our Nation.

In view of the centrality of TVET to both the 203@tional and global
development agendas, we must seize the renewed &alirevitalise the
Sector both in terms of reach and relevance offarome Offerings.

Pertinent issues such as articulation of TVET Raognes and recognition
of skills and qualifications within the borders RBmibia and equally,
across borders of Namibia, must be addressed.

In conclusion, Honourable Speaker, in the intenésime, (interjection)

HON MEMBERS: No, no!
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY_ : The intended patrtial listing of
some State-Owned Enterprises on the Namibian StBgkhange,
Honourable Minister of Finance, is a welcome depmalent which once
realised, will not only provide fiscal relief to asury, or unleash
investment opportunities to ordinary Namibians, beer, only those with
investment appetite; It will also provide the muckeded freedom or
flexibility to such entities to raise the requisitapital to pursue their
strategic objectives.

Comrade Minister, notwithstanding these laudableebts, and is as
much as Government will still remain the majorityaseholder, we will

have to tread cautiously and guard against thdilbed of private

shareholders diluting the primary objectives forieghhsuch entities were
initially established.

Honourable Speaker, those are the few comments weatted to advance
and | thank you very much for your attention.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | call upon Honourable Karupu.

HON KARUPU: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is my
single honour to rise in this august House and esfdyou on this very
important post-budget hearing, which seeks to latate the 2016/2017
National Budget Statement, presented to this audimise by the
Honourable Minister of Finance, Comrade Calle Stikin, on the 28

of February this year (2016).

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, allow mefinst and
foremost, commend the Minister of Finance and thdfational Planning
Commission, the Consultants and their Team fortidigafthis important
piece of legislation and for being innovative iemtifying some areas on
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which policies are to be made to curb possibleathie our economy.

As you are all aware, the 2016/2017 National Buapet presented under
the theme “Towards Pro-growth Fiscal Consolidation,iwvhich simply
means that now than ever before, our Governmentthasckle the
economic challenges facing Namibia from all andetsits. It is no
coincidence that this theme is in sync with the Nea's declared war on
poverty - as enshrined in the Vision 2030. The leasgs, Honourable
Members, is on inclusive growth - whek® Namibian Should Feel Left
Out.

To this end, | call on all Members to criticallymaiat seeking a deeper
appreciation of the policy measures proposed in205/2017 National
Budget, which are to:

» assess the impact of the proposed Budgetary mesasurdhe key
Sectors of the economy and on the ease;

* interrogate the extent to which the Budget restom¥idence in the
economy in order to attract Foreign Direct Invesitmand

» Ensure that the proposed measures responded tethecal needs of
our people.

As indicated in the Budget Statement, the 2016/204ffonal Budget was
presented against a backdrop of numerous econdmidenges and the
Honourable Minister must be seriously commendedafiub well done on
putting together a credible document that is cleatating how the
economy will navigate these challenges.

The major task ahead, therefore, is to translaeptibposals put forward
in the Budget into tangible action to ensure mampaemic stability and

higher GDP growth in 2016 and beyond. It will lbepbrtant, then, for

this Honourable House to thoroughly cross examihe budgetary

proposals to ascertain whether they facilitateaiti@evement of the above
objectives.
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Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, a Budgeiniseffective
Policy tool for national resource distribution amdnagement to attain the
desired optimal economic growth and development asdsuch, the
Honourable Minister’'s Budget contains well balaneed aligned priority
spending. Itis against these backgrounds thatulaviike to give some of
the major highlights of how well the Budget is akgl and highlights
commendable key priorities of the 2016/2017 Budget.

Firstly, the Honourable Minister should be commehétr maintaining a
strong fiscal discipline under difficult challenge¥he Budget proposes a
notable spending cut equivalent to a 1.6 perceduaton from the
previous year's Budget and a 7.3 percent cut framrndicative ceiling for
the Financial Year 2016/2017 as proposed in theigue MTEF. This
gives us a total Budget of N$66.00 billion, equérdlto 34.9 percent of
the GDP. Members should appreciate Governmentsida to come up
with effective Programmes and measures that ensueld a disciplined
Budget.

Furthermore, the Minister should be commended &ivering a Budget
that is very conservative and tight and informedchyallenges that the
country is faced with, which include slowdown inethrevenues,
unemployment, drought and alias remained stricttiyind.

Honourable Members, the need to be disciplined cemver be
overemphasised, because these are difficult timdgtee world economy
is also not performing, minerals are on the declamel the eminent
drought, hence the need to be disciplined.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is iaiper to come up
with a well aligned priority spending model, ane ttabled Budget just
did exactly that, Honourable Muharukua.

To boost Economic and Infrastructural Developm#rd,Budget proposes
an allocation of 22.2 percent of the total non+ies¢ expenditure or some
N$13.56 billion to the Economic and Infrastruct@ectors. This money
will be used for investment in growth enhancingastructure,

84



03 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON KARUPU

including in the Logistics, Water and Energy SextoiThese funds are
earmarked for key projects such as the rehabdianf the national
railway, the on-going expansion of the Port of \WalBay, several
national roads, water infrastructure, the Mass hou#rogramme and
increased funding to the Public Financial Instdo# for Private Sector
support and SME Development.

Social Welfare Development is our Government’s pojority, thus over

46 percent of the total non-interest expenditure vightfully allocated to

the Social Sectors to protect and improve on theesements we have
made in the areas of Education, Health, PovertyliEation and Social
Welfare as well as the Housing Sector.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, to enkatetr hard-earned
Independence is protected an amount of N$13.0ibifbr the Financial
Year 2016/2017 was rightfully allocated. The Budhpas ensured a
continued investment in peace, public safety ardRtle of Law.

Administering peace and justice does not come cleap therefore, the
Budget has made the rightful allocation of N$6.0dm to the Public

Administration Sector to support effective govermnand efficient
administration of the Public Sector and functionahlignments to the
structure of Government.

HON MEMBER : Yes, tell them!

HON KAURUPU: It is my strongconviction that once all the proposed
measures and program are fully supported, the temg-survival of our
economy is guaranteed. Inflation, unemploymeualyerty and income
inequality will be a thing of the past, Honourabeaharukua. My humble
request goewd the executors of the Budget; all Public OfficeBnistries
and Agencies to prioritise their expenditures andhtivities that will
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change the poorest communitashis country’s lively hood. | urge them
to execute their mandatory dutistheir upmost best and insure that no
cent earmarked for the development of the commusigend back to the
treasury.

Let me conclude. (interjection)

HON MEMBER : No, please, we want you to continue telling them!

HON KARUPU: ...By encouraging each one of us to focus ourgees
on proffering solutions rather than fault-finding &s to guarantee through
the oversight, representational and legislative datey we as
Parliamentarians have a role to play in making 283&ar of economic
growth and success.

The people of Namibia expect that we should orr thehalf, ensure that
public funds are fully accounted for. Politicafiltion should not and

must never prevent us from critically looking ae tBudget whose eyes
and ears see, nor hear any political tentacles. avéea solidly one

anchored Parliamen{(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order.

HON KARUPU: And | thank you, Honourable SpeakéLaughter)

HON SPEAKER: Okay. Thank you very much. The next on myiist
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Honourable Katoma. You have the Floor.

HON KATOMA : Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of this
august House, allow me to contribute to the Budggitement of the
Honourable Minister for 2016/2017.

| would like to commend the Honourable Minister Eihance and the
entire team for tabling the 2016/2017 Budget atajygropriate time. | am
also equally glad to note that the 2016/2017 Budgatle provision for
the increment of the Old Age Pension from N$1,00@d0N$1,100.00 per
month, respectively. This is indeed, a commendalfiet made by the
caring Government of the SWAPO Party under the laapl@adership of
His Excellency Dr Hage Geingob.

While commending the good progress achieved thysifach still needs
to be done, if we are to meet the clarion call & Bxcellency Dr Hage
Geingob, the President of the Republic of Namilbvajch says and |
guote —‘No Namibian Must Feel Left Out,”we must, therefore, strive to,
with our meagre resources at our disposal, proggdential services such
as health and sanitation, education, road infrastra, water,
communication infrastructure, employment opporiesiand many other
equally vital services to our people.

Basic Education— while commending our Government on its effods t
fulfil the Constitutional requirement of a free mery and Secondary
Education, and given the fact that this Sectorllecated with a biggest
chunk of our National Budget with an amount of NFB2,882,000.00, it
is still much to be desired that, the created comivéu education
environment is maintained by constructing more st)anore classrooms
at the existing schools and hostels — and most rii@ptdy, renovate the
old classrooms and the replacement of the prefati@dcclassrooms with
the conventional ones. | have visited some schoalwely, Oshaala
Combined School, where | found the prefabricatedsriooms to be in an
intolerable and very dilapidated state.
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Agriculture, Water and Forestry — with the total allocation of N$2
billion this Financial Year and subsequently N$&ilfon over the MTEF
period, a significant number of Development Prgesill be carried out,
however, Namibia as a dry country needs a lot fofresf to conserve and
harvest water resources., one would like to seedfiarts to store water
are explored over the MTEF period, one of whichhe, deepening of the
Olushandja Water Reservoir, which currently serseaaeservoir of the
whole North Central Regions, such as the Omusaia®a, Ohangwena
and Oshikoto Regions, respectively. It is veryeasial that this facility is
considered as it place vital role in this Sect@nde, my plea that the
Minister of Agriculture, Water and Forestry, undexr Programme Code
8061 called Water Resource Management, include® theble initiatives.

The other equally important and long suggestediatives is the

rehabilitation of Olushandja or Otamanzi Earth Caral the supply of

water to this facility thereof. As a country, weually are faced with

persistent drought situations, which to a certaitergt result in severe
water shortages for both human and livestock. Thisal plays a vital

role by supplying water to communities living aleig this water

channel, especially during the drought and diftitihes, hence, the need
for the Minister of Agriculture, Water and Forestoyconsider this noble
request.

Youth and Sport — youth development is one of the Sectors whiatne
serious consideration, if we are to build a proskectuture generation that
we will all be proud of. Of course, significanti&dies will be carried out
under this Vote 27, which includé®rogramme 1 - Supervision and
Support Servicesnder which, the activity like constructing therii4itry’s
Headquarter is.Programme 2 - Construction and Maintenance of Sport
Facilities, for example, the Eenhana, Okakarara and OutapmrtSp
Complexes.Programme 3- Maintenance and Renovation of Nkurenkuru
Sport Complexand Programme 4 - which is Youth Training and
Developmentthat entails the construction of Youth DevelopmErntres
at Otjiwarongo, Mariental, Opuwo, Nkurenkuru, Rundwakopmund
and Frans Dimbare. One would like to see this Rogne expedited to
reach out to many youth at rural areas of our Riépahbd we would also

88



03 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON NUJOMA

like to see that all Sport Codes are fully suppmbiteterms of funding to
enable them to perform and make us proud as aiNahy wholehearted
appreciation goes to the Brave Warriors, Brave fatads, the Boxing
Academies, Football Clubs, Rugby Clubs and othersthe tremendous
efforts made thus far — keep it up!

Despite these achievements, lots of efforts sti#ds to be made from the
Ministry’s side and Corporate Organisations, bussnpersonalities and
private individuals to support sport, financial andterially.

Honourable Members, when investing in sport, one astually
contributing to the efforts of poverty alleviatiamd reduction, the social
upliftment of our youth and most importantly, tinennense contribution to
the wellbeing of the youth segment of our poputatid am glad to note
that a significant number of sponsors is being m#ed, a generosity
which is sincerely appreciated. These organisatibat supported and are
still supporting sport activities financially andaterially are doing a
tremendous job worth emulating, hence, | am sidgaemecouraging other
organisations to emulate this good example of sdjmgpsport.

With these few remarks, | rest my case and | thamk

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much, next on my list is Honoueab
Utoni Nujoma.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Thank you, Comrade
Speaker. | am just rising because | do not sebayyelse rising to make
a contribution and | see that on the list here,st# have 85 minutes.
(Laughter)

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | takeogy®rtunity to
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contribute to the ongoing discussion on the Nati@uwalget Statement for
the Financial Year 2016/2017 that was presentedhiey Minister of
Finance, Honourable Calle Gustav Schlettwein.

| would like to register my support for the Budgeid further extend my
appreciation to the Honourable Minister, Deputy idlier, the Permanent
Secretary and their entire Team for an inclusiveds.

| believe the National Budget Statement, which wadded against
the backdropof consecutive droughts, has accurately identified
the challenges anldarnessed opportunities to turn the direction of
our economy to respond to poverty eradication byresking
unemployment, extreme inequality and low economaanvgh.

Honourable Members, Namibia’s economic prospe@sraertwined with
other regional and global economic developments,wasall know.
Considerable risks to the global recovery effotil$ main, and global
volatility and structural imbalances are far froesalved. The pace of
economic growth has slowed in many countries, b Blation we cannot
allow ourselves to be complacent. The currencgtdlationsvis a visthe
international trading currencies, as well as thenpheting commodity
prices are indeed exerting extreme pressure olotlaé economy. In turn
food prices have escalated, placing a burden onmbst vulnerable in
society.

| also heard last night on TV that the petrol pracel diesel prices have
gone down a little bit, which will help to ease terden on the economy
and probably the food prices will also go downttelibit. However, we

must appreciate the fact that oil prices are galogn and we should
make use of this opportunity to buy more diesel patthem it in our

storage facilities to help us when the prices ggeagain — this is a good
time to buy more oil. It is good time, and if yave an economist buy
more during this time.

Unfortunately, we do not have the storage capacytet, but | am sure my
dear Friend Derek is making sure — putting pressareur Local
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Authority there, to make sure that we have enotgtage for capacity.

Our exports have seen substantial decline in gldealand and in prices,
particularly in China and India. The effects om eaonomy are apparent.
As a Region, growth improved moderately in 2014amoaverage of 4.5
percent compared with 4.2 percent in 2013. The @D#wth slowed
remarkably in Southern Africa due strikes in the Mining Sector. Just
recently — since October, the Minister of Fishevi@sagree with me, that
the Fishing Sector also experienced strikes, whienve also affected our
fish exports. We are also faced with Energy slyasaand low investor
confidence.

However, poverty remains high across the Regiohoatih growth is

projected to go up a little bit, maybe up to 5%2647, due to increased
infrastructure investment, increased agriculturaldpction and services.
The other Colleagues who spoke before me, haveuatkdy provided the

figures.

Alongside global challenges and risks that coul@aot on the domestic
economy, Namibia also faces socioeconomic and tstialcchallenges
that need to be addressed urgently. These stalctimallenges and
reforms are clearly articulated in (NDP4), whickalnforms the Budget
in terms of inclusive growth, partnerships amongdé players in our
economy, priorities in education and infrastructuiavestment,
employment creation and the building of a capabid development
oriented state.

Our economic growth depends on our ability to conhtiee Harambee

Prosperity Plan as articulated by His Excellency, the PresidentHage

Geingob in December last year, into actions théiveleon the promise
for a better life for all.

Let me just speak a little bit about the MinistdyEaucation. Within the
Social Sectors, Education was allocat®il6.2 billion. This investment,
in my view, has a multiplier effect to the growt @ur economy in
perpetual terms.
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Although Namibia has made strides in the provis@n training in
technical fields through the Namibia University @&cience and
Technologyand the University of Namibia, more still needs&done in
the areas of Survey and Mapping, Valuation and Lbisé Planning.
Those are the issues that are under my commamgel our Institutions
to seriously include these specialised areas diystu

With regard to Health — the health of our Natiomiportant as it is linked
to development. The Sector strives to bring gyatiedical services in
the Public and Private Sectors. The 2016/2017 Budgés aside an
allocation of N$7.23 billion to Health and Social Services, a slight
increase from last year’s allocationN$6,49 billion.

While health care funding continues to shrink wamitiie, health needs are
constant, increasing exponentially through the lehgkes posed by
HIV/AIDS and recently by the upsurge of cancer. In comparie other
countries, Namibia’s health indicators are betbet,our people expect an
affordable and quality health care system, heneended to recognise the
current efforts made in this Budget towards heaitire and the
introduction of a biometric card within the Pubkervice Medical Aid.
As a country we should also interrogate the curstatus of our Health
Sector, where we continue sourcing medical supfiees other countries,
thus making the provision of essential drugs mogq@easive. | have here
in mind that we are sourcing these HIV/AIDS drugsnf a country like
Uganda and other countries. It is important thatdevise ways to bridge
this gap by working towards the local manufacturofgessential drugs
whilst in the process also creating job opportesiti

| think we can do that — it is possible to do thathink we have a drug
factory in Otjiwarongo, which produces vitamins anbst of these
essential drugs are imported from outside. We ulshthink out of the

box and make sure that we create small and efeeat@anufacturing plants
for HIV/AIDS drugs. This will help create jobs all. | do not know

why — if India can do that in Uganda, why can weé dw it here? We are
just importing everything. The day when nobodyl Wwé willing to supply

us we will start dying likinterjection)
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HON MEMBER : Flies?

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : No, not flies, like mosquitoes
— like the Zika Virus and all these diseases trattschby .

| insist that we must start thinking of establighur local manufacturing
of pharmaceutical products. There are really aoesithat are willing to
help us — Cuba and the rest of the countries dhiagvto do that.

The allocation ofN$2.9 billion towards Poverty Eradication and Social
Welfare for socio-economic challenges should bdaamed. Although
Namibia’s economy has been experiencing positivewtr, youth
unemployment is still an issue that requires a irputinged approach.

Increased access to cheap finance for individuadssamall and medium
enterprises will create opportunities to grow threionomies. Politically,

as it was stated here by my Brother, the young hene, Honourable
Muharukua — he confirmed that politically, Namiltias obtained peace,
security and stability, ensuring a conducive enwvment for a thriving

multiparty democracy, which is a prerequisite farreninvestment. This
allocation will contribute to projects aimed at sbae-alignment and

bringing dignity to our communities.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, at this jumcillow me to

focus on a key issue with a crucial and imperatole to bringing about
socioeconomic empowerment, and that is the lanatis3he Agricultural

Land Sector only received a total of N$130 millionder the Financial
Year 2016/2017 down from N$1 billion under the Fcal Year

2015/2016, out of which N$327 million, down from 86% million under

the Financial Year 2015/2016, is allocated for L&adjuisition and Farm
Infrastructure Development — a figure that is wajolw the demands to
implement one of the most important Policies witktiie country. The
Land Redistribution Programme has the potentiakspond immediately
to the goal of Poverty Eradication, if fully suppest by adequate
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resources. However, | appreciate the socioecondrainework under
which this Budget was formulated and the demandsctmmplishmore
with less.

Honourable Members, investment in public infradinue, increased
agricultural production and an active Service Indugre indentified as
key drivers for economic growth. To this end, tBigdget has prioritised
key projects in the economic and Infrastructuret@sc The expansion of
the Walvis Bay Port, the building and rehabilitataf the national railway
and road networks, water infrastructure, logistiesergy and the Mass
Housing Project. A total d$44, 75 billion of non-interest expenditure
has been allocated to the Economic and InfrastrecBectors over the
Medium Term Expenditure Framework to stimulate ecoic growth and

thus address poverty. Investment in these Sewitirspearhead growth.

It is my humble view that this Budget will addretssstated objectives and
provides an appropriate response to the statedenlgak and defines a
path for socioeconomic prosperity for our people.

| am also having in mind the Kudu Gas Project — esting we must
really not just brush aside. It is a resource Wwhave in this country and
we need to find ways to curb this resource. Imsteabuilding Power
Stations and other Oil/Gas Stations and whatevethere we will be
required to import raw material again, it just malsense, and | again
insist that, we must revisit our Kudu Gas Projbei;ause it is a resource
that we have.

Once again, Comrade Speaker — | do not want to tia&kenuch time, |
congratulate the Minister of Finance and his teawn tabling the
2016/2017 National Budget and | fully support itMerci beaucoup,
mbatja ndankie, okuhepa! Kararee nawa (laughter)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Just a few suggestionsifor
to reflect upon. Every day we discuss the Budgehourable Members, |
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am sure, you take note of the fact that we willha®ing a programme
with all the Political Parties in Parliament listedterms of the time table,
when they will be expected to contribute to the @eid

As you know, today being thé?3f March, what we have on our list for
this afternoon is DTA, RDP and SWAPO. We had dbations from
SWAPO and from DTA. We are supposed to have dmutidns from
RDP, but unfortunately, they have indicated thaytwish to do so next
week Tuesday. | am worried about this, becausenwbe miss the date
allocated to you, you are likely to forfeit youme&. However, we do not
want that to happen, so if we could have Members wish to speak this
afternoon, that will save our Colleagues from Igstheir time, because
they will be able to make use of the time next weatkout losing this
particular time that is allocated to them.

| am, therefore, inviting Members who wish to take Floor to do so, that
will really go a long way in assisting our Colleagurom the RDP.

HON MEMBER : Why can we not go for tea, and allow them tgpre
in the meantime?

HON SPEAKER: If we go for tea, we will miss the opportunityeady.

| am assuming that it is a question of making usthe time, and | am
sure there are Colleagues who are ready with twgitributions. | have
one or two who already indicated their willingnéssdo so and that will
really be much appreciated. Honourable Diendatéch that you wanted
to make use of this time.

On the issue relating to questions, we have decdidadwe will not do
justice to those questions, if they have to beedsdnd | would rather find
time allocated for that when we are done with theldet. Yes, Attorney-
General?
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. On
that issue, | understand that the intent is tovalls an opportunity when
time will be accorded for the questions and answeise rendered fully,
but seeing the mood of the House now, and thetliattwe are struggling
to make the time meet these objectives, can weadiaps take some in
batches? Some of them may be questions that ayeteaanswer, and
some can be stood over — | am just suggesting.

HON SPEAKER: Yes, but then we assumed that there are goirg to
many of you who would like to take the Floor on Buedget so we did not
even make that particular provision for us to emgapgiestions and
answers, so what we are left with now is purelyctmcentrate on the
Budget. Therefore, if | could have one, two orethiMembers who are
interested to volunteer, that will take care of thgquest from the RDP.
Yes, Honourable Kavekotora.

HON KAVEKOTORA . Honourable Speaker, thank you very much.
think it is not that we did not want to take ound, and | would also not
want to forfeit the 45 minutes allocated to us cameg to 250 allocated to
the Ruling Partyinterjections) Puratena [jsten), if the paw paw hits the
fan, and we have to talk without proper preparatlomm prepared to do
So.

HON MEMBER : How much time do you need to prepare?

HON SPEAKER: Let me still see — | think | can see some fagks
people who might want to also partake, becaudeeifetare, then | do not
want you to do this under pressure. None at aWes, Honourable
Muharukua, do you want to come in?
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HON MUHARUKUA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. The General
said | must do NAMCOL, so | am redoing it.

Honourable Speaker, | just want to add somethinghat the Minister of
Land Reform has said and to perhaps draw emplasibdt he said that,
his Land Ministry is charged with — including myiéird here, the
Minister of Labour.

HON MEMBER : Are you asking questions again?

HON MUHARUKUA : No, | am not asking questions, | am adding.

HON SPEAKER: No, no sorry, in terms of the record your comtaen
will be so misplaced and | just do not know howeiates tdintervention)

HON MUHARUKUA : | thought the Honourable Speaker said the time
is open to anyone?

HON SPEAKER: No, | meant it is open to the people who havematle
contributions.

HON MUHARUKUA : Okay. Itis alright.

97



03 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON KAVEKOTORA

HON SPEAKER: | am looking at this side.

HON MEMBER : Why do you not ask, Honourable Murorua?

HON SPEAKER: No, he is coming. Well Honourable Kavekotora, |
think you can have a go.

HON KAVEKOTORA : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. |
have to qualify my contribution to the Budget tham speaking without
basically, having the opportunity to put my thowghdgether, therefore,
you have to bear with me. However, that is somethihat we have been
doing with Honourable Tweya when we were at Tele@anghter)

Honourable Speaker, | want {imtervention)

HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : Comrade Speaker?

HON SPEAKER: Yes, can you use your microphone?

HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : Thank you, Comrade Speaker. | think the staginbers
there in front of you are supposed to help y@noterjections)If there is
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nobody to take the Floor — Comrade Speaker?

HON SPEAKER: Yes?

HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : It is seemed like | was talking to myself. inth | want to
assist.

What we normally do is, if there is nobody who wmatd speak at that
time — either being afraid that if they contribtibey may attack somebody
here that will lead to a provocation, like he hast started pointing fingers
at Honourable Tweya, which will result in a sitaatiwhere the media
may intervene and write up something bad, | progbaehe adjourns the
Debate and he will be the first to take the Floextrweek Tuesday.

| am just saying this so that we follow the proaedu Thank you,
Comrade Speakel(Applause)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | think there is a williregs to
accommodate the Honourable Member.

They do not want you to labour under duress. Thesgtake your time
and come back well prepared.

HON KAVEKOTORA : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: With that, may | adjourn the House, since | dd n
have anybody asking for the Floor?

The House stands adjourned until Tuesday, the tisn@l Thank you.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 16:30 UNTIL 2016.03.08 AT 14:30
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS
WINDHOEK
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read the Prayer and Affirnmatio

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER IN TERMS OF
RULE 20(B) OF THE STANDING RULES AND ORDERS

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Members, as we all know, today, the 8
of March 2016, the Year of our Lord, is dedicateadbserving Women’s
Day all over the world. We extend our warmest cahgations to the
women of Namibia and the worldApplause)

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Notice wéstipns?
Honourable 'Auxab please.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 28:

HON !AUXAB : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | hereby givéiddo
that on Thursday, the T®f March 2016, | shall ask the Minister of Mines
and Energy, Honourable Obed Kandjoze the follovguogstions:
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The ten (10) years sales agreement of 2015, betwleenNamibian
Government and De Beers Company demonstrates thesr@oent
commitment to ensuring that diamonds from Namibay @ key role in
the socioeconomic development of the country.

1. Can the Minister share with the House how the Gsbdemand of
30% rough diamonds produced by Namdeb Holdingetsupplied to
local factories has been embraced in the agreement?

2. What is the name of the Government own Company whlasupply
these diamonds to the local factories; when hdsén formed and
what is the name?

3. Can the Minister explain to the august House, hoanynlocal
companies have been chosen under the new salesvagreand what
are their names?

4. Can the Minister explain to the august House, wb%o1of Namdeb
diamonds will be sold outside the new sales agra&éme

QUESTIONZ29:

HON !AUXAB : Honourable Speaker, on the same day, | shalltfzesk
Minister of Justice, Honourable Albert Kawana tbkowing questions:

The goal that the President of Namibia, His ExceNeDr Hage Geingob
has set for his Government to achieve is not ia-With the Apartheid

Laws that are still existing in our Law books. Nhians needs Laws that
will help give them increase access to land. Tgudtice to this noble

deed, some Apartheid Laws need to be changed andedan Namibia’s

Law books.

1. Can the Minister inform this august House how hse si@engthened
the Directorate of Legislative Drafting to recradditional legal
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drafters to embrace the task at hand?

2. May the Minister further appraise this august Hoasethe progress
made with regard to coordinating with other rolaygrs in the justice
system to repeal the Laws to free the Namibianm ftbe colonial
bondage to access land?

3. How far is the Minister with the reassessment ef ¢fffectiveness of
the Legal Aid System and when will the necessarfprnes be
introduced?

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We move on to Notice of Motions?
Messages from the Head of State? | do not see aNlnisterial
Statements? | will call upon the Honourable MiaidiNaruseb.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

ORGANISATION OF THE MASS MEMORIAL
SERVICE IN MEMORY OF 15 ACCIDENT VICTIMS

HON MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT : Thank you,
Honourable Speaker.

Honourable Members of the National Assembly, asameualready aware,
on the 12th of February 2016, around 16:00 a headsdision between a
Quantum Minibus and an lIveco Articulated Truck toplace near
Casablanca, north of Oshivelo Settlement. Indhigdent, 15 lives
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perished with the majority of them incinerated b&yoecognition.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, following tragic incident,

| directed the respective and functional Institasavithin the Road Safety
Subsector to undertake, within their legal manda@snumber of

activities, which among others include the provisiof psycho-social

counselling and facilitation of support to the indiage families members
of the deceased; initiation of a thorough invesiayainto the accident to
determine the underpinning causative factors ardbtall in their powers

to assist in the preparation towards the buriahefdeceased.

Having said that, Honourable Speaker, | rise torimfthe House and the
entire Namibian Nation that a Mass Memorial Servicéghe memory of

all 15 victims is being organised to take placed@alling, on the 10th of

March 2016, at the scene where the accident tcadepl As the Portfolio

Minister, | will be attending the event.

Honourable Speaker, allow me to extend an invitatmall the Members
of this House, if they can, to attend the event.al$he number of those
who will attend will in a way signify our disappralvof the current rate of
fatalities on our roads.

Furthermore, those colleagues who will be able dm jme for the
Memorial Service can contact Ms Cecilie |Haosemds) is the Personal
Assistant at the Ministry of Works and Transport+@64811227170 or
Ms Rivival Mundundu of the National Road Safety Goil at
+264810370697.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of Parlignmemoad crash
have no respect for status, creed or any standingpciety. Today, it
could be me, tomorrow it could be you or those sioel closely related to
who could be affected. Hence, the need for ugtsupportive to those on
the receiving end.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, you mawllrgbat as
Parliamentarians, we took the pledge last yearaneber to be safe and
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responsible road users, not only while driving official vehicles, but
even when we use the road as pedestrians. Wedsheuhdvocates for
road safety at all times.

Lastly, Honourable Speaker, allow me at this potot,appeal to all
Members of Parliament and the entire Nation to Wwara of the dangers
of unsafe road usage and to disseminate corregages and behaviours
in their respective Ministries, Constituencies, lesnand whomever they
would be interacting with in their daily lives. want to thank you for
granting me this opportunity. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much Minister. | will suggesath
you share that piece of information in order fotasirculate the numbers
that you read out so that they are accessible toymdembers of this
House. Thank you very much.

| call upon Honourable Tweya.

INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE FIRST PRESIDENTIAL
ADVISORY COUNCIL AT STATE HOUSE HOSTED BY HIS
EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT DR. HAGE GEINGOB

HON MINISTER OF INFORMATION COMMUNICATION AND
TECHNOLOGY : Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, a very
good afternoon.

From the onset, allow me to use this opportunityish all our Mothers,
Sisters and Daughters, a happy International Wosn&rdy. As we
commemorate the significance of this day, | wish reaterate our
Government’s position in supporting Women’s Righi®jr protection,
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and their participation in the political and econo@renas of our Nation.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, an eventhisforic
importance took place in our country today. As ister charged with the
responsibility to speak on behalf of the Governmainthe Republic of
Namibia, it is my duty to inform the Nation and tiwerld at large, about
this event.

As you may recall, Honourable Speaker, when he Rvasident-Elect of
our Republic, Dr. Hage Geingob, held a Press Cenfar on the " of
February 2015, where he made a number of impoatambuncements.

One of those announcements was that, once he tdkes, he would
establish a Presidential Advisory Council, commgsiof Namibia’'s
Former Presidents.

Dr. Geingob also indicated during the Press Confarehat Former Prime
Ministers, Deputy Prime Ministers and some Icons ooir National
Liberations Struggle could be co-opted as membérshe Advisory
Council.

In providing the context of that announcement, Rnesident pointed out
that Leaders, such as our Former Presidents, passealth of experience
that should be harnessed to contribute to the socimmic development
of our Country. He also said that it is importamgive due prominence to
our former Leaders as a way of strengthening PaadeStability in our
Country.

This is important, because in many African Coustrieormer Presidents
have not been given the respect and recognitidrilies deserve.

In the past, some former African Presidents woultiee be exiled,
imprisoned or they may find themselves six feetaurithie ground. The
President underscored the importance of promotiegidea of &New
Africa,” where Former Presidents live freely and in tradigyih their
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countries, enjoying respect and appreciation frbeirtcountrymen and
women. This is what we have done in Namil{i&pplause)

Honourable Speaker, | rise to inform the Natior,thize first Meeting of
the Presidential Advisory Council took place att&tdouse this morning.
(Applause)

In delivering on the promise he made on theda? February 2015, and to
emphasise the importance of this event, His Excejldr. Hage Geingob
invited the Founding President Dr. Sam Shafiishusajoma, and
Namibia’s Second President, His Excellency Dr. kéiunye Pohamba,
to the Cabinet Chamber where he delivered a Staem&nd for those
who do not think for tomorrow, the Founding Presid@as accused that
he was not planning to retire, this is why the risdate House was build,
he has never chaired any Cabinet in that Chambben the first time
today, he entered into that Chambe(Applause) This is unique to
Namibia, that the Executive Organ of the State bddx) the President, is
able to meet with the Former Leaders of the Country

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, that tléstimgy took place
today, should be a proud moment for every Namiloream, woman and
child.

By operationalising the Presidential Advisory Caynibe President has
made it possible for our Country to benefit frone ttich experiences of
our Former Leaders.

Our Founding President, Dr. Sam Shafiishuna Nujtaiththe foundation

of peace and unity by choosing the path of rec@tmh and Nation

building. His leadership set Namibia on courseyedcknown and revered
across Africa and the World, as a Nation held togeby the pillars of

peace, stability and unity.

Similarly, through his leadership, Former PresidBohamba helped to

further consolidate peace and stability in our ¢ounThis enabled us to
achieve increased social and economic developmanany Sectors. His

107



08 March 2016 MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
HON TWEYA

leadership also put Namibia on the map, as a beafcgood governance,
when he was awarded the 2014 lbrahim Prize in Africeadership.

| am, therefore, Honourable Speaker, once moréghdet to inform the
Nation that this morning, our President Dr. HagenGeb hosted the
inaugural meeting of the Presidential Advisory Calat State House. |
thank you for your attention.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much for briefing us on that inpat
event. It is indeed a step in the right directionterms of peace and
stability and to consolidates our hard won Indegeice.

The Secretary will read the Order of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON SECOND
READING - APPROPRIATION BILL [B.1 — 2016]

SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on Second reading -
Appropriation Bill[B.1 — 2016]

HON SPEAKER: When the Debate was adjourned on Thursday, 'the 3
of March 2016, the question before the Assembly wadotion by the
Honourable Minister of Finance that the Bill bedeaSecond Time.

Honourable Mike Kavekotora adjourned the Debate landw have the
great pleasure to call upon him to address the élous
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HON KAVEKOTORA : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker.
To the mothers of this Nation, Happy Women’s Day!

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, you migtdlr that during
my Maiden Speech last ye@nterjection)

HON MEMBER : Which one?

HON KAVEKOTORA : Last year, | made a comment to say that poverty
in Namibia is man-made. The time has come to etdb®n what | meant
by that.

Namibia is endowed with so many natural resourtes &re in high
demand in the international markets, yet Namibiane of the countries
with the highest Gini-coefficient in the world. &lguestion are:

* Why is Namibia failing to meet the needs and asipina of ordinary
Namibians?

* Why is poverty still a burning issue?

 Why is unemployment so high and why is the gap betwthe rich
and the poor widening?

HON MEMBER : Do you perhaps know?

HON KAVEKOTORA : You ran out of ideas.

* Why do some Namibians feel left out and why is wedlistribution
done in such a discriminatory manner?
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Honourable Speaker, in an attempt to give answeesgnilar questions, an
old Professor of the University of Stellenboschroaed it down to three
main factors. He argued that all these are assaltref leadership,
understanding and the decisions Leaders take andhibices they make.
Research has also shown that countries can grow ébhenomies and
develop faster, if Leaders take decisions in th@nal interest.

Changing this situation, of course, requires:

* Leadership choices informed by popular needs rathan narrow
interests, and take deliberate steps that increasepetition and
reduce inefficiency and corruption;

» Improving transparency and accountability;
» Ending often politically motivated projects and ergitures; and

* Reducing bureaucracy and simplifying processespanckdures.

We as Leaders must understand that, if we wish preziably and
sustainably enhance the national well-being ofpmaple, we have to give
primacy to investing in productive capacity anawailthe Private Sector to
play its full role in the economy.

Honourable Speaker, poverty in Namibia is not bseatne world has
denied us the financial means to compete. The modega of
globalisation has afforded Namibia and many emergimarkets
unprecedented trade and investment opportunities.

Poverty in Namibia is not due to lack of naturadaerces or agricultural
potential. Namibia, compared to some Asian coasjris endowed with
export materials, yet these resources have beah arslg to enrich the
elite, spread corrupt practices and divert develmal energies and
focus.

Honourable Speaker, one would appreciate the ditocenade to the
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Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry, butegtion the logic of a
smaller allocation to this Ministry compared to Bede, for instance.
Namibia today is faced with four challenges in Awgicultural Sector that
require immediate action, if we are to unleashatpecultural potential of
Namibia:

1. Mitigation against the possibility of another Faotd Mouth Disease
outbreak;

2. The persistent drought situation in Namibia;

3. Loss of productivity due to bush encroachment andhe hand, and
soil erosion on the other, and

4. Lastly, The incorporation of the northern communal aregben
mainstream of the economy.

Agriculture is not only a means of spreading groimtb other Sectors and
improving the overall social welfare among the malamibians engaged
in agricultural production; it also mitigates dey@inent risks. The
Namibian economy remains hostage to commodity pfigetuations,
given our significant dependence on mining revenAgriculture offers
the means to some diversity and put in place tleessary conditions that
have allowed other countries to pursue and redlisg developmental
goals.

East Asia’'s development record, for instance, htsstiated the
importance of first freeing up agriculture; and rtheon the basis of
productivity gains and food security, moving intcamafacturing. In
Europe, agricultural revolution was the foundatidar Industrial
Revolution.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, on integstments;
Government obligations to servicing debt are bueldett 4.88 billion in
Financial Year 2016 /2017. This equates to 8.5f%wenue. It is true
that it is below the statutory ceiling. Howeveg are moving slowly
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close to that statutory ceiling and actions musttddeen now to curb
borrowing and stimulate growth.

The impact of the adverse external environmenherrévenue generation
capacity of our economy, in my opinion, is underreated. | do not see
the impact of the significant drop in commoditygas being factored in
the projected revenue.

Honourable speaker, the anticipated proposals byefdment for the
partial listing of some of the Public Enterprisas the Namibian Stock
Exchange is a welcome move, provided the procesdsnes in an open and
transparent manner. We have allowed the politica#ll-connected to
capitalise on their association with the Rulingti?éor far too long.

Government should, therefore, consider taking aonitin shareholding in
most of these commercial State-Owned EnterprisElse argument has
always been that by turning State-Owned Enterprides to private

ownership, Government is abdicating its resporigibilo the public.

Another underlying fear is that of losing politicabntrol over these
entities. The other side of the coin, howeverthet privatisation could
lead to economic and financial improvement. Sutchnaprovement will

enable the Government to reduce budgetary suppdrich currently

stands at N$17.23 billion in the current Finandiaehr. By doing that, we
could reduce borrowing and/or loan guarantees, lwisidhe order of the
day today.

Honourable Speaker, privatisation of commercial te&s@wned
Enterprises, if done prudently, is a positive moverivatisation has a
positive effect on enterprise efficiency, leadingrproved performance,
reduction in Government subsidies, increase ing¢agnue to Government
and reduction in Public Sector’s debts and borrgwaquirements.

Honourable Speaker, having said that, | urge thee@unent to privatise
Air Namibia, a non-essential commercial State-OwBadkerprise that is
milking government to the bone. With regard to Ramibia, although its
subsidies have not been reflected in the NationalgBts before 2007, the
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cumulative bailouts since Independence up to thgepted funding in the
Financial Year 2018/2019 exceed N$10 billion. EBfere, in my opinion,
any patriotic Namibian should ask him or herselivhim privatise Air
Namibia successfully, and not whether to privatise.

| listened to many who are opposed to the privatisaof Air Namibia
and most of them are citing political justificatias opposed to economic
and financial consideration. We can still retaur mational pride in a
cost-effective way by retaining a minority shareliod in Air Namibia. It
simply does not make economic sense to continuecalhg more
Government resources to Air Namibia in comparisonother State-
Owned Enterprises like TransNamib.

The argument of retaining a National Airline to rgatourists, does not
hold water either. Many of the main developingrdoies in international
tourist destinations did not have National Airlinér instance, Costa
Rica, Peru and the Dominican Republic, these dreaintries whose
Tourist Industries are growing, but they do not éndNational Airlines.
Therefore, getting out of the airline business wiike Government's
limited resources — and | must emphasise the pdilmited resources—
to focus on social needs and developing local mtsdand services for the
tourist market.

Our focus should be on standardising and streamglincustoms
procedures to make them more efficient and custdnemdly. In the
computerised environment of Singapore, for instanteakes a few
minutes to clear a container, which at the portMaflvis Bay one has to
wait for anything between two days to six monthseeen a year to clear
the same containefInterjection)

HON MEMBER : Aye kako!
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HON KAVEKOTORA : Honourable Tweya, if you do not agree, you are
welcome, | will show you exactly what | mean.

Honourable Speaker, the Namibian Railway Systemcriical for
economic growth and the reduction of transportso€dur transport cost
amount to anything between 50% and 60% of the dviegistic cost,
way above the global average of 30% — 40%. NarsibRailway
Network is facing avoidable problems, notably thaimtenance backlog
and lack of investment in the rail network sincddpendence.

The little investment in rolling stock was so pickily motivated that it

did not make a significant improvement on Namibieggpacity to move

freight by rail, resulting in a mush-rooming of¢ks on our roads. | have
to link up with the Honourable Minister of Worksdaiiransport. That is
why some of these accidents are happening, we wifmple too many

trucks on our roads. The impact of this wrong choled to a rapid

decline in the life cycle of our road network.idtagainst this background
that a higher allocation to Air Namibia comparedrtansNamib is highly

guestionable.

Honourable Speaker, | urge the Government to unBuNAMPOWER.

The bundling of electricity generation, transmigssand distribution is a
wrong approach that leads to an undesirable morsbigasituation which
disadvantages all the electricity consumers, inolyd large-scale
commercial consumers, as well as private households lack of

competition in the electricity Sector generallyulés in lower quality of
service delivery. Therefore, it is critical to ilement regulatory and
policy reforms to restructure NAMPOWER by unbundlimppower

generation from power distribution and supply. TBevernment must
facilitate the entrance of private electricity geaieig companies to
improve service delivery and competition while bbthing a truly

Independent Regulatory Authority(Interjection) No, how can you be
independent in a monopolistic situation?

Honourable Speaker, the current limited particgratiof Independent
Power Producers (IPPs) in the Namibian ElectriSiggtor is a bad choice
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and must be done away witfinterjection)

HON MEMBER : Ahawe m’kwetu{No, my friend)

HON KAVEKOTORA : Eeno! (Yes!). Independent Power Producers
(IPPs) contribute an important form of Private $eqgparticipation in
Namibia’s Power Sector, today it is limited to 5 ddevatts. In the current
regime of demand outstripping supply and the higpetite of the Private
Sector in the electricity generation Sub-sectatependent power projects
need serious consideration. These projects havpdtential of becoming
a major source of new power generation capacityamibia.

Honourable Speaker, | applauded the Minister of adrtand Rural
Development when she stopped the construction akd® through the
Mass-Housing Project. To my surprise and withva éesmetic changes,
the project has resurfaced again. Again, thisdkear demonstration how
politics enjoy preferences over business prudendeegonomic realities.
The Government continues to implement politicaljgets that are inputs
driven. Once again, the Mass Housing Projectsircuirrent form will not
alleviate the housing need of needy Namibians add hot understand
why Government is determined to waste taxpayerseyon a politically
motivated project.

My message, therefore, to the Honourable Minigethat —Honourable
Minister do the right thing, and do things rightt will not help to do
things right, if you do not do the right thing

» Come up with a proper definition of the ultimatenbkciaries of this
project;

» Come up with a proper definition of the housing kefrsegment you
want to engage;
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e Conduct a proper research to better understanantr&et segment,
their economic and demographic realities. As weakmow, there are
houses that are already completed in Outjo, falam=, but all them
are totally unoccupied for almost a year. Thamigssing the point.

* Identify the right implementing partner with theght skills and
competencies, and

* Ensure a standardised implementation strategydardo de-politicise
the project.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, Fir(akgrjection)

HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY : No, please go on.

HON KAVEKOTORA : | thought that the retired general was asleep
(laughter)

Let me put the projected 4.3% economic growth iprspective,
Honourable Speaker. According to the World BanhijlevAfrica would
grow economically at five (5) percent per annumraal terms it would
still fall behind. In 2001, the World Bank projedt that the continent
needed to grow at over 7% in 15 years in order axarinroads into its
poverty backlog. The challenge for us as Leadets find the means to
ensure greater economic value from Namibia's coatpar advantages,
and improved competitiveness. These aspects ohoatc activity
demand good policy and good governance, the rigbite by Leaders.

On Education, Honourable Speaker, the combinedcatiton of 16.2
billion to both Ministries is a welcome move. Howee, the time has
come for education to contribute to the growth of @conomy. We
cannot spend money and not see the output. Tipaitodis that many of
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these educated people are roaming the streets wiibiNa that is the
output. Is that what you wani(nterjection)

HON MEMBER : What is your solution?

HON KAVEKOTORA : Come and see me. | urge the two Education
Ministers to become more output driven and resptindhe need and
expectations of the local Industries. In otherdgpfocus more on quality
as opposed to quantity and become more outputrdratder than just on
numbers.(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : On a Point of Order, Can |
ask Honourable Kavekotora a question?

HON KAVEKOTORA : | cannot hear youYera erakaspeak louder).

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Can | ask you a question?

HON KAVEKOTORA : Yes.
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My question is, it appears that your Speech istipally motivated. It is
empty, it is hollow. | appears as if you do netlin a real world. You
live in a different world — you are not living infrica.

What Government is trying to do is to address #gaty of the problems
we have inherited from Apartheid, decades of misagament of the
economy, exploitation and plundering, but you dd teke all those
factors into account. Say at least somethingtlileeGovernment is doing
the right thing my Brother. That is why some otpepple have left you
behind and decided to ggLaughter)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, you may continue.

HON KAVEKOTORA : | think | would understand the input from the
Honourable Minister. | remember why you argue thvaly. There is
something in business called the Johari Window.

HON MEMBER : Johari Window? Please explain that to us.

HON KAVEKOTORA : The Johari Window says that there are certain
things in you that only you know about yourselfddhere are other things
that other people know about you. Therefore, #& thing for you to do

is to listen, because then you would become a catphdividual. That

is the first point.

The second point is — and | am also glad that ine® from the
Honourable Minister, because the last time you,sad ran out of ideas.
If you run out of ideas, obviously, allow other péoto come and give
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you more ideas, and look at them more construgtivel

Honourable Speaker, am | allowed to continue now?

HON SPEAKER: Yes.

HON KAVEKOTORA : Thank you. | was almost at the end of my
conclusion before the interruption.

HON MEMBER : Talk about new ideas!

HON KAVEKOTORA : Those are all new ideas. You have not
privatised Air Namibia; you have done nothing abolie electricity
companies. Which are the old ideas here? Theseeav ideas.

Honourable Speaker, let me conclude and | wanbtelade by quoting
President John F Kennedy who s@iderjection)

HON MEMBER : That is another old idea@aughter)

HON KAVEKOTORA : | know some of you were not born by then, like
the Honourables of South West Afri¢iaterjections) Just listen please.
The quote is as follows (intervention)

119



08 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON WITBOOI

HON SPEAKER: Let us listen, please.

HON KAVEKOTORA : Honourable Speaker, the Honourable Members
might just lose a very important input. | quote, daid —‘Our problems

are manmade. Therefore, they must be solved by n\anproblem of
human destiny is beyond human being.”

Therefore, If you run out of ideas, please comsotme of us, we still have
some fresh ideaqLaughter) | thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Let us move on. | now call upon
Honourable Lucia Witbooi.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Allow me alswith all
the women, a Happy International Women’s Day. $hwihem strength,
health and wisdom from abovyapplause)

Coming back to my contribution on the Budget — Hmable Speaker,
Honourable Members, on the Budget before us toalgw me to firstly
commend the Minister of Finance, the Director-Gahef the National
Planning Commission and their teams for drafting tinportant piece of
legislation and for being innovative in identifyirspme areas on which
Policies are to be made to curb possible threatsit@conomy.

The consensus among fair and right speaking Nansbia that the
2016/2017 Budget is a positive proof that manyhef Government’s key
Policies were, and continue to be successful, emtearing fruits.

The Budget before us, is also a testimony of ouwdBament’s
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commitment to fiscal prudence. The fiscal consdlmh plan and tax
reform measures announced in the Budget Speeclgaare changers for
the country.

Indeed so, Honourable Speaker, Namibia is measutaditer off today

than it was 25 years ago, even much better thanykars ago, and more
so, than a year ago, such that even a blind petaonattest to that.
Thanks to the targeted fiscal interventions throtigh various Budgets
since the birth of our beautiful Republic.

The Government continues to allocate funds wheeg Hre needed and
most in line with the pressing matters of the ddw. this manner, the
Minister should be commended for upholding the Gorent’s inclusive
growth agenda in, and via his Budget Speech. @t#ntre of this Budget
is a consolidated pro- growth dimension. The fagditrategies proposed
in this Budget are the right ingredients that Naamb need to achieve the
optimal recipe that will be able to help Governmeaspond to the
structural challenges that affect the developmetdrgial.

Honourable Members, recognising the importance atiggéts, many
Governments undertook to incorporate a gender petise into the

design, the development, adoption and executionalbf budgetary

processes as appropriate in order to promote digjteffective and
appropriate resource allocation; and establish w@ateq budgetary
allocations to support Gender Equality and DevelggProgrammes that
Enhance Women’s Empowerment, as outlined in th@rigelPlatform for

Action.

As a Parliament, we are the country’s most reptasigr institution. We

are the people’s House and, therefore, have a pesrole to play in the
budgetary process. It is within our mandate tatstise and evaluate
Budget Proposals to ensure that they adequatectréfie Government'’s
implementation of its commitment to gender mairestmag. To this end,

| call all Members to critically aim at seeking eegher appreciation of the
policy measures proposed in the 2016 National Budge
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Honourable Members, from the abovementioned remérissclear that it
is important to scrutinise this Budget from a gerulrspective. You may
wish to ask, why examining the Budget from a gerlspective is so
important? The Budget is by far the most importaggislative Act that
any Parliament adopts in the course of the yearause it involves the
taxation of the people, using the taxpayers’ mofwythe good of the
people. It is extremely important, as you all kndvat the people’s
elected representatives have an opportunity totdehat and to influence
that policy, so that it truly reflects the wishdsall the people.

Honourable Members, the Budget is of course abmurrds, but it is
foremost about people and their needs and who rb#ten us, the
Members, the people’s elected representatives, kwbat the people’s
needs are and can make sure that they are weltted in the Budget?

If we are concerned, as we are, about the peopkesis, we must be
concerned with making sure that the Budget is gesdasitive, because
the Budget does not, in any country, affect men waodnen, boys and
girls in the same fashion. If a gender balanceirenment is not
achieved, the country becomes a breeding groungcioerty.

Poverty is like punishment for a crime you did nommit. Therefore,
Namibians cannot continue to be punished for thmecrthey did not
commit and that is why Government’s efforts to eratk this social evil
must be supported by all peace loving Namibians.

In this regard, the Government should be commeridedts steadfast
focus on the social wellbeing of its citizens. &rGovernment declared
on poverty, substantial amounts funds have bednfuity allocated to the
Social Sector. This is in recognition of the féloat, unless the poor
mothers are lifted out of poverty, there can ndeea Namibian house.

On the pillars of social welfare development, isu€ation, Health care
and Social Safety Nets. On this front, | note vgithat interest the N$16.2
billion allocated to Education. This allocatiorstthe potential to enhance
access to Tertiary Education by expanding fundimgpotunities for
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students, and most importantly, support Innovati®esearch and
Development. | urge Namibians to take advantagthefGovernment’'s
endeavour to enable every Namibian child to hage ficcess to quality
education.

The Government is to be commented on the achievasniteimas made on
the fight against social inequality in Namibia.

As part of the fight against this evil, | commendvwernment for
increasing the Old Age Pension by an additional ®0$20 to N$1,100.00
per month. What is even more exciting and encongai the fact that
Government has already made provision for an amditi N$100 per
month in the next Budget cycle.

Government continues to set itself new targetsne Wwith the emerging
trends. Hence, the Budget should not be statlus Budget before us is
expected to move in line with some of these targets

HON SPEAKER: Can we allow the Honourable Member to continue?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : Amongst the noteworthy targets is a new targetl65,000
out of the 300,000 orphans to be placed on the tGBystem by
2018/2019. A new target of 55,000 out of the 988,6hildren, according
to the Census of 2011, are to be placed in Fosies By 2018/2019 based
on theChild Care and Protection ACCCPA), 2015 (Act 3 of 2015).

A new target of 55,000 vulnerable children living poverty out of the

956,634 children, as per the Census of 2011, istcsdie reached by
2018/2019. It is important for us to make sured thase targets are met
by aligning the Budget to them.
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Honourable Speaker, the way forward is clear forbus we know that it
will also be a bumpy road. Our Budget should tiake consideration the
ever-changing challenges.

Firstly, the daily accidents on our roads contitmideave many families
shattered with no hope for a better tomorrow. Thneadwinners are
stolen from these families, leaving huge vacuunth wo one to fill these
vacuums. | believe that somewhere in our budgeiogess, we can find
space to ensure that the pain brought by theseawadents is avoided.

Secondly, the escalating cost of living as measimethe inflation rate,
dictates that Social Grants be adjusted and liriketiese developments.
The latest inflation figures that stood at 5.3%Jamuary 2016, is the case
in point. The figures simply say that, every Grdnat Government
provides has lost 5.3% of its buying power andréftge, requires that it
regularly be adjusted to reflect the realitieshe tlay.

Thirdly, Gender-Base Violence remains a thorn in fiesh. Budgetary
requirements need to be beefed up and aligned.escaw better respond
to this social evil.

Honourable Members, let me conclude by stating tiatBudget before
us is a true reflection of our people’s needs andgstmtherefore, be
supported and endorsed as a true reflection of winmapeople really need.
Therefore, | encourage each one of us to focuseaargy on providing
solutions rather than finding fault, so as to gosea through the
oversight, a representational and legislative mBnda We as
Parliamentarians, have a role to play in making62@2lyear of economic
growth and success.

| encourage all the Members to ensure that thisgodar Budget and the
Budget ahead, incorporate a gender equality diroansto the budgeting
process and the policies that underpin it, in orepromote equality
between women and man. With this, | support thiealdd | thank you.

124



08 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON NANDI-NDAITWAH

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | call upon Honourable Netumbo Nand
Ndaitwabh.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Thank
you, Honourable Speaker.

Let me join others who spoke before me in congasituy the people of
Namibia, women in particular, as we mark tffed® March, which is the
International Women’s Day. | am more particulactymforted that | am
giving this congratulations surrounded by a largenber of women.
Congratulations, and well done Namilj@goplause)

HON MEMBER : Also thank the SWAPO Party.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Yes, |
congratulation and thank the SWAPO Party for makireg possible.

HON MEMBER : lyaloo!

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  AND  COOPERATION
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | also warongratulate
the Minister of Finance and his team for presen@néprward-looking
Budget, which clearly tells us that we are on fgatrtrack as a Nation
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towards prosperity, as articulated in the 2014 SWAParty Election
Manifesto(applause)

Comrades, you must read it and you will see thait Was the focal point
and that is why we are doing this.

Comrade Speaker, the Namibian Government, like n@owernments, is
managing its affairs based on set Laws, Policiesefkand Procedures. In
this context, the tabling of the Budget on thd" 26 February 2016, is
within the context of those said principles. Afuale, of course, before
the Appropriation Bill Budget becomes a Law, it has to be scrutinised by
the Lawmakers in both the National Assembly andidwal Council.
Hence, the current Debate on the Budget in thisodmable House.

Honourable Speaker, it is essential to note thdgeting is all about how
scarce resources are distributed among competiogtigs or Sectors. It
must also be noted that money has been, and centmibe a scarce
commodity worldwide. As such, budget allocationl anilisation demand
financial prudence by applying the concept of aghig more with less,
and this has been the principle of this Governmget the years.

As Ministries do have different missions to fultdydget submissions and
allocations do differ from one Ministry to the ahet. Ministerial budget
allocations are, therefore, determined by extearal internal factors,
which the Honourable Members need to understancdppreciate.

Honourable Members, the mission of the Namibianebeé Force is one
that is not always easily understood. Howevers timission is very
demanding as it can determine whether we will tvelie, and that is why
Defence is known as an extension of Foreign Polityhave noted that
when the Debate of the Budget started, among thediiticism from the
Opposition bench was the Defence Vote. The DefedBodget was
viewed by some Members as unwarranted given tleatolintry is not at
war, but those who have expressed these views sigdie Defence
Budget have made so, | believe, out of not beingravabout the Defence
and Security issues both locally and internatignallheir criticisms were
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not measured and qualified against the conventiDeénce’s mission of
any country.

As it appeared in the Namibian Sun of yesterdag, th March 2016,
Honourable Muharukua had the following to say anddte — YWe are at
peace now, which means soldiers are remunerateg@hgifor being in
barracks. Why can they not be used to deliver glnouelief or to give
assistance during floods when there is relief nd@teFirst and foremost,
this statement made by a Lawmaker should be coneérm the most
strongest term, because it is belittling the mesh\@amen in uniform who
have decided to sacrifice in the Defence of Nansb#overeignty and
Territorial Integrity(applause)(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON_ VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, may | ask my Mother, the
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Internatioilations a question?

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Go ahead.

HON MEMBER : Do you ask your mothers questions?

HON VENAANI : Yes, we do. The mother is always asked a questio
not the father.
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Honourable Deputy Prime Minister, globally whenrthare calamities in
countries, whether it is the nuclear calamity ipalg the Tsunami in
China or the fires in Uganda, Armies are used tp imecalamities.

What is fundamentally wrong to ask soldiers to adtraeservices for the
country that they are prepared to serve?

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Please
wait.

HON SPEAKER: Let her respond.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND_ MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Secondly,
such a Statement gives a wrong message to thecpabliit is a
misrepresentation of facts.

It must be underscored that, the Namibian Defenoeed-is the only
instrument of the State that shall serve as theégsrt on which the State
shall rely on when all security elements of natlggeawer has failed.

The Namibian Defence Force is an element of natipoaver charged
with responsibility to maintain peace and defend tountry and all its
citizens at all cost. The Namibian Defence Foldes all the other

Defence Forces, is a public good that serve tlezast of the people. You
will know that over the years and until today, NM&mibian Defence Force
has contributed immensely to the socioeconomic ldpweent and

wellbeing of the people of Namibiglnterjection) Listen.
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As Namibia is prone to acute drought and flood, ¢y guarantor to
rescue the Nation from these catastrophes is timeib\&@n Force. Let me
put the record very clear, the Namibian Defencec&ohas made
immeasurable contributions by saving the lives af people during
drought reliefs and floods when the Nation was daegth this disaster
and this is why | am saying he is not telling theh. (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Another Point of Order.

HON VENAANI : Now may | ask a question?

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Yes.

HON VENAANI : Honourable Deputy Prime Minister and Mother?

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Yes?

HON VENAANI : Every year, we are spending the same moneyeas th
Americans are spending on Defence in terms of tid® (percentage,
(interjections) Yes, let us compare — compare apples with apples.

Where is the money going, if you are spending soman Defence and
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our soldiers are underpaid? Since you are protgdtiem, why are they
underpaid?

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND_ MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : You see,
now you are now coming right, because Honourablehaukua’'s
statement was so misleading — he was telling thdigpthat the Namibian
Defence Force are in the barracks and they shaultsed during disasters
— | am telling the Nation that this has been hapen(Interjection)

Now that you are going to the topic of salaries,cma also discuss that,
but let me address the misrepresentation that veake nm this House and |
will continue to say that the Namibian Defence lEonas a reputation of
ferrying people to the high land during floods. rQefence Force is also
renowned for having transported thousands of tdnfoed and other

necessities to the needy people during disasté&tgat contribution has

been going on for years and even continues todayease here.

As a person who was assigned to oversee disastaisknrmanagement in
this country, | can say with confidence that, etlem current drought we
are experiencing in this country, one way or thkent the Namibian
Defence Force has been a reliable partner in theugtht relief
management and distribution and people in Regiarmswkthis - they
know it! One wonders why then Honourable Muharuisuso blind not to
see what is happening within the public domaine Governors are here,
they can testify, therefore, they are not just kiigre. When they are
needed, they are called upon and they are ugetirjection)

HON VENAANI : 1 did not say they are not doing anything.
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HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND_ MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : But why
is Muharukua saying it should be done as if itas Ibeing done? Why do
you not appreciate what they are then?

HON VENAANI : | said the must do more.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Then, you
should not mislead the Nation.

HON SPEAKER: 1 find this conversation very difficult.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Therefore,
opposing the Defence budget allocation is tantamtwmmambling with
our own lives and the sovereignty of the Land ef Bnave. (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes? On a Point of Order.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. On a
Point or Order; | think this is really a miscommeation and | cannot
help, but conclude that my Young Brother there aibérately trying to
defend the indefensible.
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| think the point that the Honourable Deputy PriMimister is making is

that, if Honourable Muharukua was not aware ofatiditional duties that
the members of the Defence Force perform in sertireg Namibian

Nation, he could have simply said that, they shoirdaddition to what

they are doing as members of the Defence Foroe paidorm these other
duties, then the Honourable Deputy Prime Minist@uld have simply

said that they are doing that already.

However, what Honourable Muharukua said, which filersive is that
these members are sitting in the barracks, prdigtiching. That is what
is inaccurate and offensive, and | do not think #a@ay Member of this
Parliament can really condone that kind of statdnfimn a Member of
Parliament, especially when it is made on the ptatfof this House.

The fact that we are able to stand here and madge thitatements and do
our work here is, because the Defence Force ig.th€herefore, for us to
make a statement like that is unacceptable andHtrurable Member
should just accept that. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Somehow, | listened very well to the interventiof
Honourable Venaani and the Deputy Prime Ministemust admit that
the clarification that the Prime Minister made istg helpful.

Can we leave the matter there and let the DeputyePKlinister continue?

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, being the Leader that | lam,
always check what my members are saying in ordeentain consistent
with our policy.

On a Point of Information, Honourable Muharukua e far as talking
about other Industries, like the Engineering Industat is constructing
bridges — that the Army should be transformed &torce that can be
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able to protect our country and also help the smooomic development
agenda of our country(Interjection) He said that.

Therefore, to quote what the media is saying —likagaid the soldiers are
idling — the reality is that many of our forces,ydu go to Grootfontein

and Luiperds Valei, people are just playing cardsthe Canteen.

Therefore, in relative terms, our Army is idlingdathat is correct. He has
made a proposition that | appreciate as a Leadeguse his proposition
went as far as asking why can we not use the Atmay &ngineering level

and academic level so that it can help?

If you want to speak about the Army, speak abogitseidaries of soldiers —
the money that you people are spending on hotels.

HON SPEAKER: Order! 1 think the bone of contention is thaiaybe
we should consider the fact that Honourable Muhaaukight have been
misquoted — the reference being idle is what is being talked about.
(Interjection)But we cannot generalise.

Let us continue. Honourable Deputy Prime Minispéease continue.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND_ MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Thank
you, Honourable Speaker. | am not surprised byehetion. | am really
not surprised, because the truth is always hardigest. We have to
understand it from that perspective.

| am providing the truth and clarifying to the Natias a Leader, that the
exact issue is that the members of the Namibiarmef Force have been
and continue to be used during disasters and theyotonly do it locally.
When there is a disaster in the neighbouring cgunte also go and assist
as the Namibian Defence Force. That is sometiiagwe have done
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with pride and dignity and we will continue doing s

Honourable Speaker, this House is also aware oD#fence Industry. |
think we all recall the Minister of Defence talkirmpout the Defence
Industry that we are developing in this country #relfarms are there.

There are Brigades in the Defence Force that canthdo work.
(Interjection) Honourable Speaker, can you help me manage my Son
here? Otherwise, | will become an angry parettiatplatform.

HON SPEAKER: Usually a person does not come between a matiger
a son(laughter) but on this occasion, | better come in. Pleasticue,
Honourable Deputy Prime Minister.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND_ MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Thank
you, Honourable Speaker.

Honourable Members, it is also imperative for tleadfit of the Members

in this House, especially the Members who might het aware, to
underline and reflect on some fundamental prinsipten which the
Namibian Defence Force operates. Chapter 18, lArticd8 of our
Constitution stipulates the following“Fhere shall be established by the
Act of Parliament a Defence Force... to defendtérgtory and national
interest of Namibia,”and | am referring to these principles so that we
understand why we have to allocate a certain amburthe Defence
Budget(interjection)

HON MEMBER : Veraeral!(Tell them!)
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HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND_ MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Because
failure to do so, we maybe gambling with our owre$ and our territorial
integrity.

Another principle is Vision 2030, which stipulatdee following and |

quote —*“There is a need to formulate and implement a ceher
modernisation plan for the procurement of moderlitany hardware and

maintain a credible defence posture that is quatitiely on par with the
best Defence Force in the Regiongnd if we are not allocating
appropriate resources to this Vote, there is no waycan comply with
this statement, which this Honourable House haseaito.

In the same vein, the Namibian Foreign Policy stys following —
“Without peace and security, no meaningful develop@ed stability can
be achieved.”

Also, theSADC Mutual Defence Padirticle 4 and 6 calls for and | quote
— “Military preparedness, collective self-defence aaction to maintain
peace, stability and security in the regionlf you are in the region and
you are not prepared, how would you contribute égianal peace and
security?

And at the continental level, the African Union Ipag in place a Security
Policy Framework for the establishment of the AdricStandby Force,
which is made of regional Standby Forces. The &ediStandby Forces
are operational, and if you are not taking cargafr own force, you will
not be able to contribute to peace on the continéhese Forces are even
being used already. A classic example is the SAErvention Brigade,
which is deployed in the DRC. It has not taken mtime to bring this
Force together, because the SADC Standby Fordee&dg in operation.
We should not think in isolation, but as part o¢ tijlobal village. We
must also think and act globally where it is neaggs

Comrade Speaker, all the above Statements andrdigealhmes demand
a capable and credible Defence Force with a destiddtidget. We must
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be mindful that, even Nations — and | think one Ndemmentioned it here
— that has been in existence for many years diessgngthening their
Defence Force to be able to withstand, and effelstideal with defence
and security threats. | must also be underline thicredible Defence
Forces are not only established when there is latmezat hanging over
people’s heads, but credible Defence Forces ar#t, lanchored on

Defence Forces’ constitutional mission, assumpteom perceived threat.
They are created on assumptions that there mightdeeurity threat one
day. Nations that relent and become complaceihbpjng that there shall
be no emerging national threats shall do that atr tbwn peril and

possibly demise. The international political anecwgity system is
dynamic and as a Government, we must always bepéep

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, before Aclade, it is

important to inform this august House that the Naam Defence Force
has made contributions to peace beyond our bordédsr men and
women in uniform, members of the Namibian Forcerenmgeployed in

Cambodia, Angola and Liberia for UN PeacekeepingsMins and they
have also served, and continue to serve as Mili@ogervers and Staff
Officers for Peace Support Operation under the ot AU.

As your Minister of International Relations and @aration, | am happy
and proud to inform you that wherever our membearsuniform have
participated, they have performed extremely wedl aith high distinction
and commended to the extent that now and then,revdaing asked by
the UN or the AU to make contributions to Peacekepperations.
(Applause)

The deployment to the DRC of the Namibian Defenaee& together with
other SADC Member States for combat from 1998 012@revented the
fall of that country into the hands of the invaderdt ought to be
recognised that the deployment of the Namibian Dedfd~orce and others
to the DRC has, to a certain extent, contributeeatds the peace, security
and stability. If that had not happened, the DR@ason could have been
worse than what it is today and perhaps also sp#ir to the whole
Region, and that is why we are there.

136



08 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON VAN WYK

It also has to be understood that contributing towaeace, security and
stability is definitely a contribution to the woltd socioeconomic
development. Honourable Members, we, thereforedne give our full
support to the Namibian Defence Force through emgpng more
appropriation to this Vote. They are doing a comdable job for us as a
Nation. (Applause)

As we are debating this Budget, we must seek a clederstanding to
enable us to have a meaningful Debate, a Debatesthased on a clear
mission, a Debate that is to inform Fiscal Discipli effective and
efficient utilisation of scarce resources that tievernment has been
carrying on over the years. We must avoid a sdnatvhere we are
focusing on political gain as it will not help us.

With these words, | support thppropriation Bill and | thank you very
much.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Next on my list is Honourable Van kVy

HON VAN WYK : Thank you Honourable Speaker, let me also join
others to say Happy Women’s Day to our mothers daujhters, and at
the same time beg our men in this country to shepill-treatment and
killing of our mothers and daughters.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | riseawtribute to the
Debate on the Second Reading of the National Budgetas tabled by
the Honourable Minister of Finance. However, let fiist congratulate
the Honourable Minister for a job well done. Tlaetfthat a National
Budget was tabled this early, would allow us antjphe to Debate.

Honourable Minister, the National Budge gives usiratication that we
are moving forward. In order for Government to ma@lositive changes,
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we need to have the required resources, of whitangial and human
resources play a very important role.

The voters are not interested in nice Speecheg, tiveg want to see are
positive changes in their lives. The National Betdgims to redirect
resources to areas identified to be priority arelisis also important to
note that, what Government regard as priority areds not always be

seen as such by the public out there. The idéaroiing words into action
is highly appreciated.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Minister, | woule lto mention that
the 2015 Midyear Budget Review was a step in tgktrlirection. It has
helped Government to identify its problem areas @ndiake corrective
action in the shortest possible time.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the 2018/2Rational
Budget seeks to address issues, including poveddication and to
improve the social welfare, which is appreciatétbwever, efforts to get
rid of poverty will not be successful, if some pkEo@nd groups are
excluded from being part of this effort.

The Honourable Minister on Page 8 of his Budgetehtant proposed to
increase the Old Age Pension, to improve coveragespect of Orphans
and Vulnerable Children and the Veterans of theetabon Struggle.
However, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Memberdudixg some of
the poor people will not do justice to Governmemfforts. You cannot
claim wealth creation and share prosperity for @it you exclude some
people. | am here referring to the exclusion effttrmer soldiers, such as
the SWATF and KOEVOET from our efforts to eradicgieverty.
(Interjection) Whether you like it or not, we need to includerthin the
Government efforts to eradicate povertintervention)

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order.
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Honourable Speaker, may | kindly ask
the Honourable Member a question?

HON VAN WYK : Yes.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The Honourable Member in his
comments on the National Budget began very weltdling about the

women and children on this day, particularly wonaed daughters who
are the subject of the Budget, which is a peomldented Budget.

Does the Honourable Member remember the deedsivéra committed

by the KOEVOET members towards these very peopleht now wants

to be part of the Government efforts — not onlyb# part of, but to be

placed at the foreground of activities that arengespearheaded by this
Government?

Is it not rather disingenuous for the Honourablem¥er to continue on
that path, to even include groups such as the KOEWN,Qwvhich were
auxiliary units?

And is the Honourable Member aware that such coatnnsistence that
they are left out, is actually a manifestation ofhing else, but an inferior
complex and duty consciousness of those membehnsPKTyou.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Member continue.

HON VAN WYK : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Let me continue.
do not have to answer that question. The war & and they are part of
this country.
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Honourable Minister, the decision to put the idéaadidarity tax on hold
and to engage the people on the issue is also @pae. It is important
for people to understand what solidarity tax is @t it aims to achieve.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, Governmesammitted to

deliver affordable serviced land and housing unter Mass Land
Servicing and Mass Housing Programmes, respectivehe commitment
to deliver affordable serviced land is appreciatétbwever, Honourable
Minister, the questions on the lips of the Natioa awhen will we see the
results and how long is the queue? It is commaictme that those who
already benefited, will benefit first before thosto are really in need
will be attended to. | can assure you that thoke see this commitment
as an opportunity to make big bucks, are on th&dob What do we

have in place to ensure that we reach the targgtedps and that
corruption is eliminated?

The Mass Housing Programme, although the idea ntight been of
good intention, has failed the Nation. It is agpté the masses out there to
bring back the Built Together Programme insteache Built Together
Programme with an increase loan amount and progerngstration to
eliminate corruption, will yield the expected rdsul Government should,
therefore, reconsider its decision to continue whle Mass Housing
Scheme and redirect the funds to re-implement thet Blogether
Programme. That is what the Nation wants.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, since Il mat be in the
House during the introduction of some of the Votewould like to use
some of my time to briefly touch on some of the &t

Let me, therefore, start witWote 30, that of the Anti-Corruption
Commissionon Paged 449 of the Medium Term Expenditure Fraonkew
Handbook of 2016/2017 to 2018/2019. It is indidatteat we have seen a
decrease in reported cases from 437 in the FinaWeiar 2013/2014 to
427 in the Financial Year 2014/2015.

Honourable Members, corruption is very high in gosintry and it is all
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over. The question is, do our people really seendted to report cases, as
a Nation has lost trust in the ACC? That is on¢hefreasons why these
reports cases have come down. For some, the tdiocaf funds to the
ACC is regarded as a waste of public resourcesthasACC only
concentrated on a selected few people, whilst caisels as the misuse of
State Resources are only come to light when nevespaport on them.

Vote 03 — National Assembly Honourable Speaker, Honourable
Members, apart from the lack of human resources,ldbk of funds to
carry out the oversight function as expected, isugfe concern. Efforts to
increase the allocation in the Financial Year 20Q67, is appreciated. It
is, however, not enough and needs to be recondidel@ourable
Minister. It is not fair to the Nation for the Mé&ers of Parliament to sit
idle, because there are no funds to carry out ttesponsibilities. The
allocation of funds to Committees from a pool i®#er concern, as the
first come first served approach fails to do justio the responsibility of
Members of Parliament and causes the Nation t@isuff

Vote 11 - National Council, the National Council as the House of
Review, has an important role to play. Howeveat tHouse is sometimes
not seen as important as it is evident from thk aesources. Regional
Councillors are always blamed for not reachingtouheir Constituencies
due to a lack of resources. The low execution kHteb4% of its
Operational Budget is of great concern as it degsrithe electorate of the
much needed services and development. It is my fethe Regional
Councils to strengthen their structures and impraveCapacity Building
Programmes to equip themselves in order to usesfatidcated to the
Regions on time and to the benefit of the people.

Vote 28 - Electoral Commission,Honourable Speaker, Honourable
Members, the Electoral Commission is one of theciafunstitutions in
any country and needs to have the required res®uocensure free and
fair elections at all times. | am happy to notatghrovision was made for
the implementation of the Voter Verification Pap®udit Trail in the
current MTEF.
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Voters’ education and continuous registration dev®is an area that also
needs attention and financial resources. Honoerdbémbers, these
issues can only be attended to if the ECN RegiOffates are constructed
and equipped to carry out these functions. Thesefwroper allocation for

funds to this Vote is of outmost importandgnterjection)

HON MEMBER : Are you discussing all the Votes?

HON VAN WYK : | only touch on the Votes that will be discussdten
| will not be here.(Interjection)

HON MEMBER : Where are you going?

HON VAN WYK : Vote 5 - Home Affairs and Immigration, the Home

Affairs Minister has achieved a lot through effeetmanagement, good
Policies and Procedures. The Home Affairs Ministas shown that we
can do it. It can, however, do more with more f&in¢Honourable

Minister.  Honourable Minister, thank you for listeg, and most
importantly, thank you for taking action. In sormarts of the country,
there is no need for people to complain about retirig National

Documents. | would like to urge people to make ofsthe services and
facilities provided.

Vote 06 - Safety and Security that of the Honourable General.
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the NamiBa@ice and the
Namibian Correctional Services have an importamdate, however, in
order for them to live up to the expectations, thegd to have the
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required financial and human resources. Effectgsns what the Nation
wants from the Namibian Police, in particular. nh aonvinced that some
Police Officers are not serious about their workheese are allegations of
corruption and favouritism levelled against themhiler some of them
apparently assist their friends in criminal netvsork

Gender-Base Violence has increased due to thethiattsome Police
Officers are not doing their work as required. & 06 should be allocated
the funds needed to make and keep Namibia as &caftry. However, a
well-funded ineffective and corrupt Police Forcenst what the Nation
wants.

Vote 27 - Sports, Youths and National ServiceHonourable Speaker,
Honourable Members, one sometimes get the impmes$kai this Vote is
not regarded as important. The amounts for spodsiotion and support,
and youth development is far from enough and neesiious increase, if
we want to become a respected power house in spuit youth

development.

Vote 17 - Urban and Rural Development, Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members, this Ministry is faced with maallenges, some
of the biggest challenges being that it serves Lduahorities and
Regional Councils that are not capacitated to camy functions as
required. The lack of capacity results in servitted are not rendered at
expected levels.

Ineffective Local Authority Administration, corrupt and the quest for
affordable service land, just to mention a few, acene of the other
challenges. It is important for the Ministry tovieaat least the required
resources at national level to effectively moniwraluate, and correct the
efforts of Regional and Local Authorities.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the ptghillage Councils
and some Town Councils is that they cannot copeh wite high
NamWater bills. Some Village Councils find it difilt to sustain
themselves due to various reasons and the onlyi@edm suffer are the
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poor ratepayers — the poor residents. Some Logtidkities are suffering
because of poor financial controls, they shouldng@ldhemselves and get
out of the problems on their own. [, however, gighat Government
should make provision or should consider providsuipsidy to Village
Councils and some Local Authorities that reallyuggle to sustain
themselves. Such subsidies should, however, liedaaEctly to the bulk
suppliers, as they might use this money to payisala

Vote 08, - Defence,Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it has
become common practice in Namibia, that Defencenes of the biggest
recipients of Government funding. | agree that Wweusd look after our
Soldiers and compensate them as they are careg@raiessional soldiers.
The Nation, therefore, also wants to see them bemnage involve in
fighting crime.

I, however, get the impression on the other hahdf Namibia has
become an employment creation institution for tH@n€se and North
Korean Construction companies? And that Namibiacampelled to
provide as such, therefore, the huge allocationtlem development
projects of this Vote. The Honourable Minister BDefence should
enlighten the Nation on what is going on.

Vote 10 - Education, Arts and Culture, Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members, it is good for Government toticme investing in

this sector. The aim is to provide quality edumatio all our children.

We always complain that the biggest portion is gdim salaries. Yes, in
order to get the best results, you need to compengaur workers

properly. It is, however, expected from teacherbring the best out of
our children. Government efforts to improve thaliggs of teachers

might soon start to deliver the expected resultd, requires the inputs
from all stakeholders. A lack of discipline sometis makes it difficult

for teachers to get the best out of some learnedlstlais has a negative
effect on the Sector. Children have Rights, boséhRights come with
responsibility, something we have failed to telt obildren.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | fulleagrith the
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Minister of Education to raise the bar to 27poifutis Grade 10, and her
explanation make sense. | suggest that the isswkebated and that the
public be educated as they should understand shatNation, we should
always reach for the stars. We only need thefoestur children and the
stakeholders should take note that we will not campse.

Substandard work on Government and Education Easikhould stop as
it have a negative influence on the Education SecWe cannot always
pump money into the Sector in return for substathdawork from
contractors. As a Nation, we do not want to hkat inoney was returned
to Treasury whilst our children still sits in dildated class rooms, tents
and even under trees.

Accommodation for teachers also needs our serittestmn, to ensure
that the Education Sectors recruits the best teachall times.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, anothereighat needs
attention, is the use of conventional classrooinam not convinced that
our children should be taught in these conventiat@srooms. These
conventional classrooms are very hot, they are awotducive to the
learning environment and should only be regardedaashort term
solution.

HON MEMBER : What classrooms are these again?

HON VAN WYK : Conventional classrooms. National and Regional
structures should work together to ensure that &levet and give equal
opportunities to all children. Official who failg® carry out certain
functions should be called to order. All over tmuntry the Regional
Council always complain that we dr@ptervention)
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HON SPEAKER: Point of Order.

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE : Thank

you Honourable speaker. The Honourable Memberalising about

conventional classrooms that are very hot insid@rm not quite clear on
this convention classroom he is referring to. Garclarify this?

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Member, please do continue.

HON VAN WYK : Thank you, Honourable Speaker, | was just coedgct
they are called unconventional classrooms, thess structures that are
also costing us a lot of money — we should moveyawan that.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, all ovectiuntry, Regional

Councils always complain that at national leveloatcactors are dumped
on them and they do not have a say — that conésoiat the poor quality
of buildings and infrastructure. We should alswegattention to these
problems.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, let mekiyitouch on a

very important issue, that of Traditional Authagi The Ministry of

Urban and Rural Development is faced with a lopadblems regarding
Traditional Authorities. However, these Organséhaver the years and
prior to Independence played a very important rislethe lives of

communities and still need to continue playing itliele. Traditions and
cultures should be respected, that is what we pratithe time. Why is it

that so little is put forward to empower Traditibrisuthorities? The

Council for Tradition Leaders only meets once aryaal the question is
why? (Intervention)
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HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, may | ask the Honourable
Member a question?

Honourable Van Wyk, in your opinion, why do yourtkithat up to date -
26 years after Independence, the Baster Commuiisyno recognised
Traditional Leader in the country of their birth?

HON VAN WYK : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Member for the question, | wish | coaltswer that. | do
have the answer, but let me not move to that fiel. That is something
that the Traditional Leaders and Government shsaitiout.

Honourable Speaker, can | continue? The Councllraflitional Leaders
only meet once a year. The question is why? llevaiso like to answer
the question. It is because there is no moneyttta inoney allocated to
Traditional Authorities. | suggest that Governmahbocates more funds
to Traditional Authorities in order for them to gertheir people. The
only other time when we hear about Traditional Awiies is when
newspapers report on in-fighting between Traditiohathorities. My
plea is that, as a Government, we should give rattemtion to Traditional
Authorities, whether they are recognised or nots Very important.

In conclusion, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Membg will be
unfair not to say something about the New ParligniBanlding and the
amount allocated to the project. It is public apmthat we do not need a
new Parliament. It is suggest that we continueagmg our people on
this issue. | have recently engaged 67 peoplehenssue. And all of
them were against the building of a new Parliaméin@,reasons being as
follows: (Intervention)
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HON SPEAKER: Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AND COOPERATION [HON HINDA] : Honourable Speaker, can the
Honourable Member inform the House on the mattémdérvention)

HON SPEAKER: Can you repeat the question again, your micropho
was not turned on?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AND COOPERATION [HON HINDA] : | just want to ask a question
the Honourable Member.

The public that the Honourable Member is refertimgdoes he mean are
those the voters who voted for him to represenmnthere? If that is the
case, then it is understandable, because from pleespective, this space
seems to be more than enough for one or two pedpbeare representing
them.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Member, please continue.

HON VAN WYK : Thank you Honourable Speaker and thank you
Honourable Member for the question.

Yes, | engaged these people through the socialanetdhey are voters
and this is what they are saying. Honourable Spredlke reasons are
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that we need more classrooms; proper health fasiliand affordable
serviced land. Therefore, their question is, wby directing this money
towards these Projects? It is not my questionis What the people are
asking outside.

Honourable Speaker, some other questions are: W#huge increase
from N$700 million in 2015/2016 to N$2, 2 billion 2016/2017 — who
will get the tender to construct the building? 3&are the questions. If
we compare the N$2.2 billion for a new Parliamenthite N$6.6 billion
allocated to Defence, N$2.2 billion seems to kéelinoney. Keeping in
mind that the Chinese will be the contractors, éhg@#ions will be leaving
this country to benefit the Chinese, why? These the questions the
public is struggling to obtain answers for.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the pibhot aware of the
challenges with regard to the limited space ati&@adnt and how it
negatively influence the work of Parliament and waek of the Members
of Parliament.

HON MEMBER : Then tell them!

HON VAN WYK : | suggest that we provide the public with more
information as to why Namibia needs a new ParligrBenlding. | thank
you for listening and | rest my case for now.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. At least, Honourable Van Wyk conedd
by saying the public out there do require informatiand we should
provide that information. Thank you very much. WWeve on to the next
speaker.
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HON MEMBER: The Honourable Member is aware of all these
problems, why did he not provide the public witlelsuinformation?

HON SPEAKER: Well, | guess he is looking for reinforcemenorfr
other the Members of the House.

HON MEMBER : But he has all the information he wants, he just
mentioned that.

HON SPEAKER: Anyway, | call upon Honourable Alweendo. You
have the Floor.

HON MINISTER OF ECONOMIC PLANNING AND DIRECTOR-
GENERAL OF THE NATIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
Thank you, Honourable Speaker.

Honourable Members, | also rise to make my contigiouto the Budget
and | would like to start off by saying, as electegresentatives of the
people our main responsibility here is to build thieire for the Namibian
people and not just any future, but a future whseemibia stands tall
among the Nations of the world. A future where [dhmibians are
moving forward with confidence — confident thatithieves and that of
their future generation are changing for the bett®&ot only that their
lives are improving in terms of material wellbeirgyt also in terms of
social wellbeing.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, |, thesefavant to
commend the Minister of Finance, Honourable Catlel&twein for
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having tabled a Budget that gives us the toolauitnllthat future. It is my
view that the Budget responds fittingly to buildiddamibia’s future,
especially in the following respects:

1. The Budget emphasises the importance of growingett@omy, at
least in the long run, as the only sure way to essfully create jobs
for the jobless Namibians and thereby addressirg pRrsistent
inequality so prevalent in our society today. Twisuld be done by
appropriately investing in the right areas of tlmreemy such as
investing in certain infrastructures, without whigto meaningful
economic growth can take place.

2. The Budget also makes it possible for us to costitm build the
necessary skills — the skills we need for the mitaconomy. It has
been proven many times that countries that haveeldpgd their
economies successfully, are those countries that imvested heavily
in skills development. The world has also changedh that not just
any skill will do for us — what we need are skillsit are relevant and
also skills that are advanced. For this to mdiseathere is a great
need for us to fully embrace innovation — innovatia the way we
think and also innovation in what we choose to do.

3. The Budget makes it possible for us to continuéding a fair and just
society, where inclusivity is our watchword. Siursadle development
can be assured only when we intentionally nurturealdng society
where the strongest among us feel compelled tanasblidarity with
those who are weaker; where the minorities do eel that they are
meant to be objects of ridicule by the majority;emh the youth are
afforded the necessary opportunity to fulfil thambitions; and also,
where the elders feel that their contributions tatMNamibia is today
is appreciated. A Nation that feels as one — the that not only
recognises, but also encourages the contributicevefyone — is in a
better position to overcome the development chgéerthat lie ahead
of us.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, as a daugland relatively

151



08 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON ALWEENDO

young Nation, we are certainly in a privileged piosi where we do have
financial resources — although not sufficient —etmable us to build the
future we want. There are countries that are iprecarious position
where up to 40% of their Budget is funded with dedafinancial
resources. We, therefore, ought to be proud ofedues and encourage
the Minister of Finance to continue strengthening @venue collection
efforts.

Honourable Speaker, on our part, the ones thatresponsible for
spending our financial resources on behalf of tle®ppe, it is our
obligation to ensure that we utilise our resourceghe most prudent
manner. In the manner that will allow us to do tvimatters most in the
process of building the future our people desemk® cannot, and should,
therefore, not fail them in this regard.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, let usradsde tempted to
believe that money alone can solve our agendas ewel@pment
challenges. Not to think that with more money @@ somehow deliver
the future effortlessly. While it is important ttave a Budget that is
appropriately framed in building our future, we ratso recognise the
importance of cultivating the right sets of sodiet@ues — values that are
conducive to building our desired future. For eplamwe need to nurture
a society that believes in our ability to achieveaf things. A society that
is not afraid to think big and not prepared tcelisto those who tell us that
it cannot be done.

We need to build a society that is not too satisfieth thestatus quo-
not always contented with things as they are todlay,also prepared to
think about how things can be tomorrow. To inspireulture that is less
obsessed in instant gratification that, unfortulyate all likelihood will
undermine our long-term potential. To cherish Buce that believes that
our existence — individually and collectively — oah change without
taking some personal responsibility and also saskeim acting. And that
doing nothing may well be the biggest risk one easar take. Without
these values, Honourable Speaker, our efforts tid lbugreat future will
yield less than optimal result.
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I, therefore, support the Budget unreservedly aaltl uppon all of us to
make good use of the availed financial resourcalenconstruction of a
confident future of all the Namibians. | thank yélonourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | call upon Honourable Dr Ankama.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE
RESOURCES Colleagues, this afternoon or this year rathehave
decided to approach the Budget differently, oniatdormat. That would
be my presentation — very short though. Comrad=alsy, it is indeed a
privilege that | have this chance to make a fewanis on the Budget.

| would like to thank Comrade Calle and his tednalo not have any cow
to give you(laughter)— just to thank you for a well presented Budget
Speech and I think | could have even asked my Nbeighhere, my Good
Comrade Minister, to give you an elephant, but besdnot have enough
power.

Comrade Speaker, the 2016/2017 Budget is well ptede It is pro-poor
and inclusive. A Budgets naturally gives us whataould spend. If we
decide just to spend within the limits of what waevé, we will be able to
overcome the predicaments within our spending. r8fbee, generally, a
Budget should be understood as giving an overdlineuof what could be
spent, and not to go beyond the limits.

Many times during the past years, during my terairBarliament, | have
talked about various issues regarding the Budgkgaiion by individual
Ministries. It is our Budget and a Budget for adividual. Be it an entity
or a Ministry, it is our Budget. As such, | haaddght that we learn every
year from how we have during the past years andwhkashould improve
to spend just what is within our limits.
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As such, | would like to touch on some few pointsalways thought it
would be to our benefit as a country should wetereae major project —
it could take five years, ten or fifteen years stjior us own that project.
Projects could, for example, be to harvest watecabse we receive a lot
of floods at times and after six or seven years,ca@plain there is no
water. Maybe that could be the project to emba&nu If we build a
mega dam in the likes of what is known around lzsr&ariba Dam. We
could, for example, build something of that natuvat we should then
construct it within an areas of good catchments -ar@a where we could
utilise this water for many purposes, where agticel is one, lodging is
another, water sport and many others. That isqguostarea that we can
think of as are contemplating on how best to @ibsir Budget.

There are issues of great importance that | thiakstwould look into when
we implement our Budgets. | do not necessarilytwanalk about what |
have been talking about in the past, things like tBtate-Owned
Enterprises — this time | will hedge them, hopimgtf with the new
Ministry, things will improve and not be like inghpast where specific
State-Owned Enterprises would repeatedly give y@usiness Plan, go
and divert from the Business Plan, and then theyldvoome again as if
they were the only State-Owned Enterprises in ¢bistry. That should
be stopped. It should be stopped because | hagems why | am saying
that. It should be stopped, because in actual itastdestroys the Budget
as a whole. We cannot keep on giving one persoueathe other. With
the new Ministry, | honestly believe that suchentt will come to an end
and those who are going to be culprits should kentdo book. They
should feel it, because you cannot just tell agersdo not do it,he or
she keeps on doing it. We keep having the samspeepeat the same
things, why? Without necessarily mentioning wheytlare, they know
themselves. | think that is one thing that shdaddaken care of.

The other issues | wanted to talk about are issuek as the youth skills
development through trainindIntervention)
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HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order please.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : | quickly want to ask the Chief a
small, small question, if he does not mind.

Honourable Chief, you made a very good point altbose who get
money and they keep coming back and keep chandjieiy Business
Plans. What do you say about Political Partiesciwvhave been receiving
money from this House and they are not growinghieirt membership?
And they are not even accountable? What do weitothem?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND_ MARINE
RESOURCES Comrade Attorney-General, that is a very inti@ngs
guestion as well, but you know, when you have aness, whoever funds
the business should not just want to fund a busitiest only comes to
pocket and then they come tomorrow again, but ngthappens. | think
whoever is doing that should be questioned why s not growing,
because when you use money, it should be usedrémep investments
and there should be an outpuit.

Comrade Speaker this Budget gives us all a changeotv, if we want to
grow. The possibility is there. Just like in dwuses, you cannot eat
what you cannot afford. That is one thing.

Within the Budget framework in our various Minissi | just have a few
things that | would like to bring to the attentiaf all of us in this
Honourable House.

Firstly, this has to do with growth. | have expeced and | think you
must have also experienced that we want to asarsbalinary people.
When we say we want them to grow, we say when yepeoducing, for
example — if you are producing maize or mahangutatever, it is
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locally, as a business person our business peeensncouraged to buy
from local suppliers, and | am talking about busses which pay taxes to
Inland Revenue on a monthly basis. If | buy fromv@man who sells, for
example, Marula Oil, | want this woman to grow hes®a she produces
Marula Qil, which is a much needed commodity.slaicommodity that is
very essential within the market. Now when | alimd@ my returns to the
Revenue Office, | have a problem. My problemhgytare asking you —
where are the receiptsWe do not accept these receipWhat it tells me
is not to buy from this woman again. Do not buynirthem Marula Oll
again, do not buy their goods, do not buy theirngear any of their
products so to say, because they have these rectipt are not
recognised.

| think if we really want to address poverty and want to elevate this
ordinary man and woman in our communities, if thaye the potential to
produce this special commodities, even if you wangive add value to
our local products, we should be in a positionitml fa way of how to
incentivise or how to add value to their productshaout necessarily
saying -do not buy from them, because we do not recogh&ereceipts.
Whoever think igintervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON VENAANI : Sorry to disturb the Honourable Member, but poe
making a point that is very close to my heart. réfae, just on a Point of
Information, are you aware that our woodcrafter©ovaine here at Eros,
from Kavango, if you receive the furniture allowantat we are entitled
to — if you want to go and buy a table from thelng $ystem is telling you
that you cannot buy from that person because trereéo receipts. They
are not Nictus — but this is so bad, because sh&mething that | want
from there. | have not even utilised my furnitalowance, but you are
told to go and buy from Nictus. That is so bad eedneed to really fix
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that problem and | am supporting you to furtheeirggate that issue. We
really need to do something.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Ankama.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND_ MARINE
RESOURCES Thank you very much, Honourable Venaani. Tlsat i
basically the question | have — how we can empaweinary people to
move from where they are an elevate them to whieeg tan partake
within the economic sphere or within the mainstreeconomy of our
country.

Secondly, it is an issue of the PPPs or the Pibiicate Partnerships. In
my understanding, | feel this has been going ortdorlong and it is now

time that we should look into reviewing it or bngiit at the level where

we should put it in the lime light of everybody, @t we can empower
people through the Public Private Partnershipsthirik that should be

taken as a matter of urgency. | do not want tbaiae more, because it
already speaks volumes within itself.

Thirdly, the Youth Skills Training in the Economiitelds — youth skills
development is essential. If we want to acceleemtnomic activities
within the country, we need to create growth poartd growth points can
only be created when you have skilled individup&ticularly the youth.

Once you have exposed them to the necessary skidg,will be able to

partner with the Ministry of Trade. You create peo incubation centres
and you will see how they will come up on their owhcan tell you — |

have a problem, personally, but | do not want abetate on it. Let me
say this — if you want skilled people, for examphethe Tourism Industry,
| am talking about local young Namibians. You kneery well that the

agents we have are overseas.
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When the Tourists come here, they pay their moheyet through those
agents overseas. Do we have any here in our gdunivhat are we
doing, just to create that opportunity?

If you want people, for example, skilled in hostimgernational events
and events that would require a person with a fication — do we have
them here? We normally have a few individualstifall there are any,
We will go and hire others. Can we create an dppdy, whether in the
form of a training centre or a school or colledeyau want to call it that
way, or just a faculty within one of our Instituti® of Higher Learning
and then create modules.

| have a problem when it comes to catering, forngXa, just catering.
We have people who are just learning by hook ocropk. These people
are doing just good enough. | think we need tondoe (intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AND COOPERATION [HON HINDA] : | am sorry to interrupt my
Learned Colleague. Especially, because todaytesrational Women'’s
Day and whilst he is emphasising the importancekdfed development
for the youth, could he kindly include the womerhia argument? Thank
you.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND_ MARINE
RESOURCES Thank you, Comrade Hinda. When you talk abauitly,
youth, is an inclusive term. There are young worasmwell. There are
members of the youth who are women. | do not resgég want to go
into gender issues. We are all one.
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However, what | was trying to say is, there is achéor us to look into
those issues of bread and butter. If you skilleaspn, | tell you, that
person would not want to come back to you, becéaser she has the
potential of creating money for himself or for hedfs That is why schools
should be understood in context. We send peopsehool, because we
want them to think holistically — to be able tottangs on their own.

When you are skilled, you are learned, particulamlyechnical issues or
mechanical issues. You would not want to be engadyy someone else,
but would want to employ yourself, because you darthings for other

people. And you would also be able to employ opeaple too. If we are
just giving the youth general education, | think are doing ourselves a
disservice, because these people will come baak #nd want to look for

employment. If they want to be employed, they eamploy themselves
with their skills. Let us, therefore, look intoetlpotential of creating

colleges that includes some of these very scamee=isthat | have spoken
about.

The other thing that goes along with training ise ttNQA. The
accreditation of Institutions is taking too veryngpto complete, just to
inform the Institution -this is where you areAnd also, when they are
telling an Institution that it does not qualify,ethshould tell them you
do not qualify because of a, b, andaod not just that they do not qualify.
| think we should look at the team that is theneosesly. | do not want us
to have an Institution that is there, just to blatkers because they have
the power to block others.

Let us be realistic in our approach, we shoulddadistic in our approach
— tell a person thawour Institution is not up to standard, becauseryou
modules are not outdatemd your curriculum is not up to scratchlell the
person why you are not happy, so that a persorgocaand improve upon
what is required, so that these Institutions thatthat are in waiting that
are simply held hostage by the NQA, can start iimgirand skill people
who in can in turn start doing things.

| just want to generally, conclude by saying tfatierjection)
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HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY : Did you just
mention my name?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE
RESOURCES No, not General, but genera(laughter)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION, TRAINING AND
INNOVATION : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | just wantige pn
a Point of Order to provide information.

Perhaps the first thing that the House needs tavkmpmarticularly the

Honourable Member who is currently on the Floorthis fact that when
we talk about skills development, we look at itthree tiers, that is,
university bound, technical and vocational trainibogind, as well as those
who are updating their skill or rather their poirgs that they could
eventually, either join the university, or techmicand vocational

education.

Comrade Member, you will agree with me that for aaiversity bound
group, that particular stream has indeed been aeleloped in terms of
advancement for the past years 20. It is the thak the Ministry of
Higher Education is seized with, to make sure thathnical and
vocational education does increase its enrolmemggéorward. The
kinds of areas or professions that you have outlwih regard to event
management and tourism, those are skills or prioiesghat are within
our technical and vocational education. They heeet. All that we need
to do is to actually expand the enrolment.
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Secondly, with regard to NQA — NQA is our Regulgtddody that
regulates qualifications in our country. It alsocredits Academic
Programmes. We must also appreciate the faciriitheir assessment, it
takes a bit of time to actually make sure that gloa good job each time
you assess, whether a qualification or a programrRarticularly, with
foreign certification, you have to engage univegsitwhere people
graduated from, to verify that these people diccadicomplete whatever
courses they were pursuing.

| think we need to be appreciative of what theydoing, but, of course,
we expect them to improve. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND_ MARINE
RESOURCES Okay. Comrade, when we talk about these thingsnt
us to be very mindful that | do not want us to gmtr defence or to apply
to our defence mechanisms.

Firstly, if one has to ask how many Event Managiersve have, thus far —
Or are there statistics on tourist data, for exampMWhere are they? |
need some information in that regard. | want aarEWlanager. We can
talk about that at a later stage. However, | yell, there is a need out
there and that is what | am talking about.

Also, when we talk, we should not necessarily tabbout this High

Education. We are making a mistake, because tloplgpevho are

unemployed, are not necessarily empty vesselsselaee people who did
not get the opportunity to go to school, but caccsed, if they are given
training modules. | have, especially seen manythese Educational
Programmes in various countries and they are ssitdesOnce you train
a person — it is not about English like what weagpeere, it is more
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about the skill, do not judge a person by the laggy no. Try to skill the
person and then you will see how this person vatifgct what is required
to be done using his or her own brailftervention)

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order please.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : | do appreciate the
interventions that the Chief is making very mucheally do.

However, what | want to ask the Chief in relati@ndccreditation and
recognition is this — if | go and study at an Ington that is not accredited
by the NQA and | have successfully completed thaticulum, did | learn

something or did | not learn anything and, therefaf the conclusion is
that | have learned something, even if, accordinthé standards of NQA
| have not learned anything, have | generally a¢tdian ability to be a
productive being?

Can he address us on that, because he is a ved; goge man old
(laughter) Also, | agree with him in relation to this matt&rus perhaps
aspiring too much for university education. Whathis view regarding
community colleges, which part of many industriadiscountries, but
which is non-existent? Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Can | take both questibes
the Chief will deal with them at once?

One more Point of Order. Yes, Honourable Minister.
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HON MINISTER EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE : | want to
ask the Chief a quest and it touches on the asipaticour people out there
are not necessarily empty vessats his own words, because of the fact
that they do not have degrees and those beautitiifigations that we
always believe, if you have that, then only yousomebody.

Is the Chief aware that our Government, has rehlibe importance of
innate skills that our people possess without rezzdg having been to
colleges or universities, and after having realiged, have provided for
skills to be recognised and referred to as priarrimg recognition, that
we accredit through NQA?

Those are provisions that are available througiciwviae can continue to
assist our people. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Both questions are extremely important, Honolgrab
Dr Ankama. Would you like to deal with them? Thaou.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND_ MARINE
RESOURCES Comrade Speaker, | thank you and | thank theli&m
Colleagues who have asked these situations.

Comrade Minister, maybe | should start with youndeied, and that ties in
with my Comrade’s first question.

We should understand education in context. | doknow, the way we
understand education here is that you have to gsctool, but in the
olden days or years — hundreds of year back, pduueknowledge and
skills. These are the skills that are transformew what we call
syllabuses and then you have curricula and theranoge of education
that you are currently using, that does not incladery aspect of skills
development. That is the thing. That is why we s&en people who are

163



08 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON DR ANKAMA

doing woodcarving there, look at what they are dand ask, how many
of them have been in a classroom. Perhaps a eeryiff they have been.
Ask them whether they have been at a technicatge)lmaybe not at all,
but they do these things perfectly, well polished @heir creations are
state-of-the-art.

Now Comrade, you know you asked a question whetheollege or an
institution that is accredited is the only bestcpl@o study. Skills are just
skills. In my understanding, NQA is just a matérformalisation. You

want to formalise, since you want to tie the quedifion to money or a
salary when you are going to get a payment, or gaigoing to pay
someone else.

If X person wants to have a graduate who has skils will ask him or
her —how can | pay you, if your qualification is not evaccredited?That
is the only thing, in my personal view, but praalig speaking, it goes
back to the community colleges. | have seen conityngnlleges all over
the world. There are so many places in the wand, | can tell you, these
community colleges are doing a marvellous job. c8ithese are people
with practical skills, these people create gentimregs.

If the person wants to mould a toilet pot, the persvould be in the
position to do that because he or she has thesskiid not from a
university. If we are all going to the universiight now, who will be
able to do the woodcarvings, like what we have ketleese tables, chairs
and all the likes? Do we necessarily need to li@geees to do that? Not
necessarily.

All that | am saying is, let us skill our peopledhgh proper — whether
you call community colleges or vocation trainingmnces — as long as
these are Institutions of Training.

The more we provide people with skills, the betb&gause we also ignite
or in fact, instil in them the necessary self-este¢o be able to start
businesses on their own without necessarily bemgleyed by you and
me.
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Before | conclude, | think the question here is howgo about utilising

the Budget that we have to equip as many peopt®ssble to enable us
to grow the economy together. | thank you for thance, Honourable
Speaker and | thank you Colleagues for your attanti

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | now call upon the Minister of Deden
who has waited for too long.

HON MINISTER OF DEFENCE : Thank you very much, Comrade
Speaker. Comrade Speaker, before | continue, ldvalso like to join
others in congratulating our mothers on their dagt is, the International
Women'’s Day.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, | rise toesspmy profound
appreciation to the previous speakers and | am hefiexring to the
Honourable Deputy Prime Minister of the RepublicNdmibia and the
Minister of International Relations and Cooperatiaa well as the Right
Honourable Prime Minister of the Republic of Naraibi

Comrade Speaker, since | did not attend the laseibly proceedings, in
order to inform myself, | was trying to find the &zh of the Honourable
Members of this House this morning. Concerning ¢loable
Muharukua’s Statement — it is my responsibility the Minister of
Defence to respond to questions relating to thairafiof the Ministry of
Defence. Therefore the best thing you could haweedwas to take it
upon yourself and consult me for advice on thgesilmatter.

However, Comrade Speaker, without wasting timeavehto thank the
Right Honourable Prime Minister and the Deputy Rriktinister for well
job done. They made it clarified everything, tliere, | will not repeat
what they said in this House, in particular, foe thenefit of public in
general.
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As one of the former Governors in the 14 Regiors afiormer Regional
Councillor, | served for 10 years as Regional Goweerof the Oshikoto
Region and 18 years as a Regional Councillor, Il tierefore, be talking
out of experience. What the Comrades — the Rigitniddrable Prime
Minister and Honourable Deputy Prime Minister haagd in connection
with the Namibian Defence Force is hundred percemtect. The two
Honourable Members mentioned extensively what tlembers of the
Namibian Defence Force are doing, as well as wiet have done in the
past. Therefore, the Namibian Defence Force didnty start doing that
today or when the Honourable Member in questiongdiParliament. We
started a long time ago. My predecessor, the foivhrister of Defence,
is here to attest to that. We relied on them wihenmes to fighting veld
fires, including when it affected your farms.

For the sake of clarity, you may recall what hapggemned last month in
the Karas Region and who was there? It was theilNamPolice and
Namibian Defence Force(Applause) Even during the drought, we take
that as our responsibility. Whatever comes, wetlagee for the Nation
and we are there for you. Who are the participah@peration Omake

in all 14 Regions? For your information it is tNamibian Police and the
Namibian Defence ForcgApplause) What | would like to tell the public
is that, this is not the time to politicise securitYou can compromise
whatever you can, but do not try to politicise ysacurity.

Last year, Comrade Speaker, | was also trying a@x everything that
this is our motherland — regardless which Politleatty you are affiliated
to, our motherland is only one. Therefore, Comr@gdeaker, commenting
on the point where the public is informed, espécibly the Opposition

that this is a time of peace — who told you so?l Ydu be in the position
to tell us on any good day when the war will com&®at is the main

reason why the Namibian Defence Force is alwaysyrezd hours around
the clock(applause)Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order, yes, Honourable Member.
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HON MAAMBERUA : Comrade Speaker, can | just ask the Honourable
Minister a small question?

HON MINISTER OF DEFENCE : You are welcome.

HON MAAMBERUA : The Comrade Minister is insinuating that the
Opposition is not conscious of the role of the De&Force. | think that
message should have gone to all the Political €&artf that is what his
intention is, but to single out that this is thessege for the Opposition —
that is telling the Nation that we are not apprioga of the role of
Defence.

Some of us have been at the forefront of the LimmraStruggle and,
therefore, it is not acceptable that today, someglsbebuld come to doubt
our commitment to the sovereignty and the inaliémaBights of the
Namibian people. Please, if there is any doubkg, doubt should be
directed to any other person than casting it sjpadiy to the Opposition
as a group.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | will request the Minister to canie.

HON MINISTER OF DEFENCE : Comrade Speaker, allow me to go
ahead, but on this question, my Brother, those styp& questions,
according tdintervention)

HON SPEAKER: Can he just answer and then you pick it up fthere?
Is it connection to what was said earlier?
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HON VENAANI : The Honourable Member is a new Member of the
House and | respect that he is a new Member oHthese, but when he
talks about other people, he must speak throughSiheaker. He is
consistently pointing a fingémterjection)

HON MEMBER : We are allowed to point fingers, he is not paigtio
anyone.

HON VENAANI: Please listen! All of us can point fingers,
(interjections) He can point fingers, but he is pointing at th@aughter)

The Honourable Member should desist from doing.thhtcan defend
myself, | can defend my Party’s position on theddek of this country —
| am very able to defend myself. He must refraamf trying to intimidate
me. He is intimidating a General who cannot beimiated
(interjections) Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Order! Just hold the fire. All the Honourable
Members should direct their intervention througk tBhair. That is a
Convention that we all respect. Honourable Memplerase continue.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Comrade Speaker,
| rise to raise an objection.

Is it Parliamentary for the Leader of the Offic@pposition my Dear
Brother, Honourable Venaani, whom | respect, orethiggre Opposition, to
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want to dictate as to the substance of the respohdbe Honourable
Minister of Defence, or to dictate the way he mstaind and whether he
must smile or not smile. Is it Parliamentary?sdf what Rule determines
that please?

HON MEMBER : Yes, tell us!

HON SPEAKER: | think we should leave it at that. We are baky
drifting away from the Budget interventions.

Let the Honourable Minister of Defence continue mghis Statement. |
think | noted that Members should address themsedlw®ugh the Chair
and the Honourable Members should not dictate keret Those are
useful hints, but for now, let the Honourable Miarscontinue.

HON MINISTER OF DEFENCE : Thank you very much, Comrade
Speaker. Comrade Speaker, just for the sake afnghanformation, |
have to tell this House that | am not new to Paréiat. The first time |
came to the Parliament was in 2004, as a Memb#reoNational Council
— or do you think that the National Council is patt of the Parliament of
the Republic of Namibia?Laughter) (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, on a Point of Information,
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Honourable Venaani said you are a new Member toHlouse, not to the
Parliamentary House — to this National Assembly.

HON MINISTER OF DEFENCE : And what is the difference between
the National Council and the National Assemb[yftervention)

HON SPEAKER: Please continue, Honourable Member.

HON MINISTER OF DEFENCE : Thank you very much, Comrade
Speaker. | am concluding my remarks by saying kave to salute
Comrade Calle and his team, as well as the Natidpanning
Commission, and | support the Bill. Thank you vemyuch, Comrade
Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. It is very interestingttht of
you are so energetic today. You are absoluteharkable, but the time is
not with us.

We concluded the list and we will continue with th@me energy and
vigour tomorrow.

Let me at this point, request the Right HonouraPieme Minister to
adjourn the House.
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RT HON PRIME MINISTER : | propose that the House adjourns until
tomorrow, at 14:30.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. The House stands adjourn until
tomorrow, the usual time.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:40 UNTIL 2016.03.09 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affiromati

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Yes, Hdrleutavekotora?

TABLING: REPORT ON THE
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT OF NAMIBIA

HON KAVEKOTORA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | lay upon the
Table, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on iPuBlccount’s
Central Government Report for the Financial Yeatesgh31 March 2012,
for note taking.

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Notice of Questions? Honourable
Venaani?

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, | ask your concurrence kaaas
Oral Question to the Minister of Health and So&afrvices Honourable
Dr Benhard Haifiku?
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HON MEMBER : Under what Rule are you asking that question?

HON VENAANI : Rule 82 of Standing Rules and Orders.

HON SPEAKER: Actually, it was my intention to congratulateeth
Minister of Health and Social Services Honourable Haufiku for the
excellent presentation he made over the BBC onahéealth. | think he
needs to be informed that he did an excellent Mell done. (Applause)

With that, the Leader of the Official Oppositionshan urgent question to
put to the Honourable Minister.

ORAL QUESTION

HON VENAANI : Honourable Minister, are you aware that therars
urgent labour crisis in the Katutura State Hospitdlere 201 cleaners are
cleaning and that a certain Ms Amagulu, who isrttgect Supervisor has
outsourced their work to a private company to cldenHospital. It is a
good thing to keep the Hospital clean, but thededeers are claiming
that this outsourcing has left them redundant enHlospital. They do not
know what to do, because a certain Ms Amagulu ¥& using this private
company and they are claiming that they are natingethe necessary
cleaning materials and that when they demand ®m#tessary cleaning
materials like the disinfectants that keep the aatay, they are told that
there is no money, but yet their Supervisor, aanerAmagulu — with all
due respect — has outsourced their work and thep@w stranded.

What are you going to do about the situation? ateaware of the
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situation and how do you remedy this, to make shat¢ those cleaners
will get back onboard? Thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Minister?

RESPONSE TO ORAL QUESTION

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : Thank
you very much, Honourable Speaker and my Brothée. had a covenant,
but he broke it now — we promised not to ever astheother questions,
but now you came agair{Laughter)

Anyway, Honourable Venaani and the whole Houseretput my point
across, and | will appreciate it if we just keepequ- it will just be fair,
because this is a technical question, that | ajgieec

Since | took over the Ministry, | have mentionedittlthere are certain
functions within the Ministry that are not core @tions of the Ministry
and that we will consider outsourcing some of tremwices on a triple P
basis (Public Private Partnership).

The Government already has a Policy on triple Heclvperhaps needs to
be finalised and at the moment, people who areemamgl catering services
to the Ministry, are private companies. The sagupersonnel that is
hanging around there, is also private. Howeverhaee not outsourced
cleaning services yet, but we had numerous complainand | wish to

invite this entire House to Katutura State Hospitalsee what exactly is
happening.

Now, there are complaints that even extended soHbuse — but the
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Hospitals are dirty and we need to clean them Qp.course, there is a
Union to represent the workers and now | also ded there are
Opposition Parties that are resilient to chafigterjection) We said that
we are not going to interject each othey Brother(laughter)

What we did was — we had several meetings withnelesaand cleaners
representatives. Advocate Bience Gawanas and It aknover the

country to familiarise ourselves with the curretdats of affairs. And

since Mr Moombola came to office in November, heeadly had more
than three meetings with the cleaners. Dr Amaguiom you mentioned
here, is the one who is in charge of Katutura Haspi

The cleaners do not get the message that we ndedraenvironment. Of
course, because of the Law, we could not outsotineeefore, the service
is not outsourced. What we have done is to dematesby telling two
tales of the same story. We have invited a pricat@pany to come and
clean Casualty, Maternity and the First Floor, Hreh we shifted all those
cleaners to other departments in the Hospital. iflka was for them to
see if there was difference.

| want you to go to Katutura Hospital now, visietMaternity, Casualty
and the First Floor, and after that, visit tHe ahd &' Floor and see the
difference. If there is no difference — | have fypaphic pictures that we
have taken, because we know, you will come up whise types of
guestions, and other people will also ask, so vesl he answer.

We have pictures of the situation, how it lookec Ibefore and how it
looks like after. The idea is to try to give arample to our cleaners that,
when we say €lean up the placehis is the way it should be dorearn
somethingut of this experience.

Obviously, the ultimate goal of the Ministry is boing in partners from
the Private Sector or whoever else and | am notaitglk about that. Itis
a long-term plan and has not taken place yet —ethmeople are not
redundant. They are there. Even if you go there, ryou will find them

there, perhaps they may not be working, becausesttgeused to a culture
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of not cleaning. However, they are on a full saland are reporting for
duty every day. We only wanted to teach them solesby demonstrating
to them what exactly it is that we want. Thaths situation.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Venaani?

HON MEMBER : Under what Rule are rising again?

HON VENAANI : Under Rule 90. | want to thank the Minister fos
explanation. 1 just wish your explanation reactiesse cleaners before
they petition my office, because 200 cleaners halveady visited my
office. (Laughter)

Please convey that message to them, so that tldsrsiand that they are
not fired. | am a people’s Leader and | engagepieeall the time
(Laughter)

HON MEMBER : Is that under Rule 90 again?

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, under Rule 90, | want toaask
very urgent question to the Honourable Deputy Piifinester, who is also
the Minister of International Relations and Coopierain our Republic.
It is quite very urgent, my Mothekjeme gwandje
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HON SPEAKER: Yes.

HON VENAANI : Honourable Deputy Prime Minister and my Mother —
there is a confusion created by a promise thatypade to this House,
when | asked the same question, that you brief Haase on the talks
surrounding the Genocide issue and the proces# thiittake.

To this end, | have written a letter to you, forighl have not even
received a reply, but what | want to know(isterjections) Please your
job is to answer questions, why are you becon(imigrjections) Answer
the questions.

HON MEMBER : You wrote a letter?

HON VENAANI : Yes, (interjections) Listen! The problem with our
Government is that, you write letters to them, it even receipt of letter
is acknowledged. (Interjections) There my Mother is — | have not
received it and it is already two months now.

Honourable Deputy Prime Minister, what is the Goweent’s position
with regard to the issue of the dialogue betweemia and Germany?
Are we having a Genocide Dialogue or are we hawan@olonisation
Reparation Debate?

Can you just clarify the Government’s position brstissue, because a lot
of Traditional Leaders, who are stakeholders, atekng me, wanting to
know what the position is?
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HON MEMBER : What are they calling you for?

HON VENAANI : You will know in due course why they are callimg.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Let us make the response short aedts

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND_ MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Yes, | will
adhere to the Honourable Speaker’s request, whadiesl me to make it
short and sweet.

On the letter — | will really appreciate it, if @veluring the tea break, I can
obtain a copy of the letter.

The dialogue between Germany and Namibia is gulmedhe Motion,
which was passed in this Parliament and referredht®® Namibian
Government for execution. The Motion is talkingpabthe Government
of Namibia engaging the German Government on ispedsining to the
Genocide that was committed by the then Imperial rnGa
Administration, with a view of getting reparationlhat is the basis on
which the dialogue between the two Governmentsiagoconducted. |
thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Your Presiding Officer is
going to institute our tea break, because | thihkt twill facilitate
communication. We will, therefore, revert back ttee old tradition
because that way, we can facilitate so many things.
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With that said and done, we move on to Notice ofiMs? Messages
from the Head of State? Ministerial Statements@nddirable Attorney-
General.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

ALLEGATIONS LEVELLED AGAINST THE
OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTOR-GENERAL IN THE MEDIA

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : (Interjection) | am not the Chief of the
Hereros. (Laughter) Thank you, Honourable Speaker for the opportunity
to address this august House in relation to thegatlons that had been
levelled against the Office of the Prosecutor-Gahierthe Media.

The Office of the Prosecutor-General is a very irtgod Institution of the

State and if there are allegations of impropriggiast that Office, | think

it is important that this august House is informpdrticularly given the

fact that it is my constitutional responsibility texercise final

responsibility over that Office. The comments thetre made must be
put into context, as | have explained.

The allegations, which are misguided, were madealbJagistrate and
they stem from the following — during October 20Ms Kavara, the
Magistrate of the District of Windhoek, had a beyfid, a certain Mr
Shabani Mohammed who was arrested by the membehe diAMPOL
Drug Law Enforcement Unit after they trapped him dealing in drugs
and selling cocaine to them. The case was regstender the Docket -
Windhoek CR1091/10/2014.

At the same time, a certain man who was apparesiiyng a room at a
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flat belonging to Mr Nelson Mutorwa, an employeetteg Office of the
Government Attorney in the Office of the Attornewt@eral, was also
arrested by the Police. He was registered unaebDitcket — Windhoek
CR875/10/2014. Nelson Mutorwa is, of course, the af the Minister of
Agriculture, Water and Forestry, Honourable Mutorwa

However, the dagga was found in the room which &sg rented out to
this man who was later identified as Mr Lavado @eet The Police were
taken there by Mr Mohammed Shabani, as Mohammex sle¢hat room
that Mr Coetzee is renting from Mr Nelson MutorwaThere was
apparently a small drug plant which was found behire room that Mr
Lavado was renting.

According to the Investigating Officer and the Asting Officer, Mr
Coetzee informed them that the plant belonged no. hThe Police then
decided to search Mr Coetzee’s room and found d¢asnaeighing 75
grams, and valued at N$225.00. The Police thesstd Mr Coetzee and
he was charged accordingly. He was found guiltypagsession of the
same cannabis and sentenced to a N$300.00 finénadefault — if he
does not pay that — to 30 days imprisonment.

Magistrate Kavara seemed not to be happy, becaugeoktzee admitted
guilt and on his own admission was found guilty mdssession of
cannabis. Magistrate Kavara was not happy, becauseNelson
Mutorwa, who is the Minister's son was never agdst It seems that her
focus was more on Mr Nelson Mutorwa, other thanthen person who
committed the crime. Thus, she insists that MrsNel Mutorwa could
have been charged with dealing with cannabis, byokimg the
presumption created by Section 10 of Aimise of Dependence-Producing
Substances and Rehabilitation Centres #{ci941. She said so, even if
she was not privy to the defence made by the owhigre premises.

In terms of Section 10 of the Abuse of tiduse of Dependence-
Producing Substances and Rehabilitation Centres gic1941, it is a

defence, if an owner is not aware of the presericdagga or plants or
such other prohibited substances on his/her premiSkerefore, Mr
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Nelson Mutorwa could not be held liable, as aceardp the evidence in
the case, he was not aware of the small plantamplaint pot at the back of
the room of the flat he had rented out to the idial, Mr Lavado

Coetzee. Therefore, the Police and the Prose&Ggaeral dismissed Ms
Kavara’s complaint as baseless and relied on tiderge of Mr Lavado

Coetzee and not on the presumption created byoBeti.

Prosecutors do not prosecute people by lookingeit parent’s status in
society, it is evidence that informs the prosecutiba crime.

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order?

HON VENAANI : Yes, Point of Order. 1 just want to know froimet
Attorney-General, whether this case is an ongoasg dn the Court of our
Laws — are we not prejudicing those that are inedlin these case? | do
not think that it is within the realm and ambittbge Attorney-General at
this point in time to explain and to be the Junoth@ Prosecutor of events,
if this case has not been held by a competent @duaw.

| think we are doing a disservice to the independensf our Judiciary, if
the Attorney-General comes here and starts defgnairat has happened.
Let the Court deal with the matter and after ttie, Attorney-General can
pronounce himself on the matter.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Can | ask the Attorney-General thet
correct what the Honourable Member is saying?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Mr Speaker, the Journalists are now
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going to report what the Leader of the Oppositiaid s- which is totally
wrong. If he had heard me — the case is finalifeglman admitted guilt
and was sentenced to N$300.00. The case is fohishe

HON SPEAKER: Okay.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : However, Ms Kavara continues to
disparage the image of the Office of the ProseeGimeral in the media
and the Constitution requires in Article 87, tha¢ Attorney-General take
all action and steps necessary to protect and dphel Constitution, and
this is part of it — to put it clearly before theilibe that the Prosecutor-
General did nothing untoward and that the case eesdt with by a
Judicial Officer who is independent from the Offioé the Prosecutor-
General for that matter.

HON SPEAKER: Okay.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : If you had just listened to what | said -
this case is complete. However, again, we chooseorlisten.

You see, in the Zimbabwean Parliament, one day wibgo said —“Mr
Speaker half of the Members of this House are slg€p everybody
jumped on him and then the Speaker saiétract what you said He then
said - “Mr Speaker, that is not Parliamentary, | retract kalf of the
people in this House are stupid.”

We can place semantics around words, but wherdlthat a person has
been accused and then convicted on his own admjssimeans that the
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person has been dealt with and the case is cldsath now dealing with
the damage that has been dealt to the office anddhd to bring that into
perspectivéintervention)

HON SPEAKER: Okay. Just there — | needed confirmation thét t
case is not ongoing. You have confirmed that thsechas been
concluded, can you continue with the Statement2aise | think, that is
what Honourable Venaani needed to know.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : And as the Attorney-General, | would
not bring a matter that sub judice (intervention)

HON SPEAKER: No, I think that is okay. It is within your awhty to
do so.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Stop politicking, you must listen.

HON SPEAKER: Please continue.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Mr Speaker, as | was saying
(intervention)
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HON SPEAKER: Another Point of Order.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Yes please.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AND COOPERATION [HON HINDA] : | also want to get some clarity.

| think Ms Kavara has an ongoing case and she niiggitvictimised in
her case. |, therefore, think it will be approfeijaif that matter is not
handled, because Ms Kavara might think that themoiindependence in
dealing with her issue.

Therefore, what the Attorney-General is talking @btas been partially

completed and that | understand, however, | thiglcause the other issue
of the complainant is stilsub judice it will be questioned, unless the
Attorney-General can clarify that point. Thank you

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Honourable Speaker, there seems to be
a misunderstanding — we are not aware of a casd/Mgistrate Kavara is
currently involved in, what we are aware of is titatas dealt with by the
Magistrate’s Commission and it has already beenpiteted. That
interdict is done and there is nothing pending ketbe Court, where the
Magistrate, Ms Kavara is the Accused.

Yes, she appears in Court as a Magistrate and relsedps over cases in
the Court that | do not know. Now if | mayPntervention)
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HON SPEAKER: Okay. As long as the case is not before thertGafu
Law.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : But why would the Attorney-General
(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Can you continue explaining the issue?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : (Interjection)Like which one?

HON MEMBER : All them!

HON SPEAKER: Another Point of Order please.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : On a Point of
Order, Honourable Speaker; | hear what my Comr8d&eus Shanghala
is saying about the matter of the final responigybthat the Attorney —
General must exercise over the Prosecutor-Gertaral, am not too sure
whether | agree with his interpretation of thatafiresponsibility; in
particular, if it means that he becomes the Spakssm of the Prosecutor-
General, which person is adequate and sufficientiglligent to defend
the integrity of that very Office that he/she haeib given responsibility
over. If the interpretation dinal responsibilityas was decided in the
court cases, means that the Attorney-General ey $e be interfering
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in the independence of the Prosecutor-General'sc©fand begins to
award himself a place that he is the Spokesperktimb Office, we may
have a difficulty. | am just highlighting thatabuld be an issue.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Attorney-General, | hiipet
you will take note of all these concerns.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : | do take note, particularly the fact that
| just parted with the Prosecutor-General who leagiested, as has been
the case — this has been an interpretation, tlsis bas been interpreted —
we work very well with the Prosecutor-General, werkvas a team. We
consult as the case dictates, but it has beeretheest of the Prosecutor-
General that the Attorney-General takes action #msl is one of the
actions in particular.

However, if the House feels that they are in consibrey have now

understood that the Attorney-General has acted thed Prosecutor-

General’s Office has been protected in the seraetliey understand that
there is no impropriety on her part, whether irt thatter — and | was also
going to detail the matter that relates to herawth another matter, which
relates to Mr Amadhila — then in that case andyfmrr comfort, that you

are agreement that the Attorney-General and Prome@eneral work

together, then | need not continue, Honourable Sgealrhank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. That is the kind of spiniat |
very much welcome.

Judging from everybody’s comments, | think we alintvto handle this
matter with extreme care — we do not want to cangey where it is
absolutely not necessary. We leave the mattéraat t
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You clarified the issue up to a point and we let\a that. As far as this
House is concerned, we do not partake in issuesewhe are not
necessarily required to do so. | do not see angtseewishing to take the
Floor on this subject matter, therefore, we move on

The Secretary will read the First Order of the Da@h, | am sorry,
Honourable Kapofi please.

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : Comrade Speaker,
| am not a Lawyer and | have no personal inteneghe topic that the
Attorney-General was about to raise, but | alsa ree Articles in the
Newspapers that are attacking the person of theePutor-General.

Are we saying the Prosecutor-General should deféwedself outside of
this place? If that Office is represented herethat not right that the
person who is politically responsible, addressisbae that is in the public
domain? | just want to know.

Or is it because the person who is speaking isAtterney-General?
What if it was the Minister of Justice?

HON SPEAKER: Yes, that is a fair question and the Chair ndedse
properly advised because | was of the view that Atterney-General
touched on the issue, made particular clarificati@nd those of you who
are familiar with the issue can deal with it in tmanner that will help
facilitate communication and help us to fully urstand.

However, there was initially, a great deal of cance | was not sure
whether this matter was still in the hands of Cewhd the Attorney-
General explained that the matter has already deah with and he went
as far as he wished to go. He has voluntarilydegtio stop going further
— he was not inhibited by the Speaker.
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HON MEMBER : But he was compelled to do so.

HON SPEAKER: He was compelled to do so? Okay, but are you
intending to continue elaborating on this issue?

Yes, are you rising on a Point of Order?

HON MEMBER : Yes, Honourable Speaker.

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : But the Honourable Speaker has asked
me a question that | want to respond (imtervention)

HON SPEAKER: Can | first ask him to answer please. Yes?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Mr Speaker, the attitude taken by the
Members who made the contributions that they made unfortunate,
because what this then means is that, in the reabtle Hansard, the
Attorney-General — and | have worked for them arepare Speeches for
them to answer to the questions relating to thec®fbf the Prosecutor-
General — would actually, no longer be in a positwing forward, to do
that, and Members of this House would, for examgésy themselves the
ability to get certain insight into matters.

For example, let me just give an example, the ®@apireason Trial is a
matter that is prosecuted by the Prosecutor-Geragrdlthere had been
responses that | had personally prepared for eliflbeourable Dr Kawana
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or Honourable Pendukeni livula-lthana here.

Now the question is, if that is the case — and Was even an ongoing
case, by the way — it then means that part of thiest@ution to exercise
final responsibility is being excised. Then it glib even excise the
Budget of the Prosecutor-General off the Budgefate 35, and it can go
on and on.

It is unfortunate that with the little understanglimwe present, we may
confuse ourselves and deny this august House thiy &b performing its
function. We are the representatives of the peaylerefore, if it is
reported out there in the world that in this countie have a Prosecutor-
General who may askew her professionalism for mosgruting her son
or the sons of Ministers and other important pedigke Judges, then we
have a problem and it beholds this House to eileéend the Constitution
or to take the action that it would war{tntervention)

HON SPEAKER: There are so many Points of Order and in a wazy,
are not helping the Chair. The longer we contiritne,more we take time
without necessarily getting to the point.

Let me ask the Attorney-General to continue and lgst Statement
finished and done with(Interventions)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : | have a Point of Order, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: What is the Point of Order you are rising onkaQ
you may take the Floor.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE : | am not against the Attorney-General, providahayity or
informing us about this situation.

However, my concern is about mentioning names opjeewho are not in
this House and are thus, unable to defend thensdieeause when |
came to this Parliament, | once, personally meetionames of people
who were not in the House and | was told that atiogrto the Rules, | am
not allowed to mention people’s names who are detshe House and
cannot defend themselves.

| am now asking the Honourable Speaker, are weavatloto mention
names of people who are outside the House? Thiienly concern that
| have.

HON SPEAKER: Let me explain — there is actually a Conventiloat

we all have to adhere to, and | agree with the oalge Witbooi — we do
not mention names of people who are not in a msitio defend
themselves.

The Chair is put in a very difficult position whekdnave to allow every
Honourable Member seated here to defend or refeortwe of the people
who are mentioned here, whose views are not redardthis House, but
the mere fact that their names are appearing onrexords, is also a
particular area of concern.

It was on that basis that | felt that the Attorr@gneral spoke on the
matter and he was comfortable to leave it at thiatmight not satisfy
everybody, but what we are doing now, is opening Bandora Box,
where all these people whose names are mentionmed, mell have to be
dealt with and perhaps you are going to deal whiit &aspect in your
Statement.
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HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Honourable Speaker, | just want to
respond to your concern about names. Unless fgradher reasons

specified, for instance, if there is a minor inwvady court cases in this
country are in public and proceedings of this Hoargealso in public.

When a case has been completed and you desireresédarch or read a
specific case or whatever, the documents are &laifar the public to

access. There is nothing untoward about it. ¢, fiais reported as S vs
So and So. That is how we know the case w&iSusTuhafeleni and the
rest who were charged for x, y and z.

To mention the names from records which are publiwot, in my view, in
intransigence or in conflict with the Rules of ti®use. That was my
understanding. However, | have made the pointth@gboint is that, there
are certain Journalists reporting, because a oeMagistrate is making
allegations, which allegations are not true. THigc® and the Institution
of the Office of the Prosecutor-General has noaked untoward and this
has grave consequences. If we care to considan péeaple rate Namibia
— when we borrow money or we go and raise fundsdeople are of the
view that that country has a Prosecutor-General shlects not to
prosecute certain people because of their classtahas, that is a concern
for this House and that is the issue that | watdeattend to.

However, if this matter is clear, then the Houséhose who would like to
access the Prosecutor-General’'s Office or my office further
information, should feel free to do so. | wouldatequest those who are
reporting to do so, then | do not need to contitiemourable Speaker.

| had left it at that on that basis, but | do nanivit to be an issue
tomorrow. If a question is asked about the Offafethe Prosecutor-
General, | may find some reluctance and refer ypthese discussions
today and the misapprehensions you have. Thank l#mmourable

Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: | would like to respectfully put on record thatis
absolutely necessary that we do not refer to pewple are not charged,
who did not appear in the Court of Law, otherwibat will even be more
confusing. That is one of the reasons why | thowgd should really be
more careful with what we present in the House,abse some of the
people were not chargedinterjections)

HON MEMBER : They were all convicted!

HON SPEAKER: | think we should end there.

HON MEMBERS: Yes!

HON SPEAKER: Let us move on. The Secretary will read theeDaf
the Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON SECOND
READING - APPROPRIATION BILL [B.1 — 2015]

SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on Second Reading -
Appropriation Bill[B.1 — 2015].

HON SPEAKER: When the Debate was adjourned on Tuesday,"the 8
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of March 2016, the question before the Assembly wadotion by the
Honourable Minister of Finance that the Bill bedeaSecond Time.

We are now basically continuing with the discussamid | have a number
of Honourable Members who asked to participate e tDebate.
Honourable Evelyn INawases-Taeyele is on top ofithe

HON INAWASES-TAEYELE : Thank you, Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Members, | rise to make my humble cbuation to this very
important Debate.

First of all let me commend the Honourable MinistéFinance and his
all inclusive team for their tireless efforts araranitments in drawing up
our National Budget.

The current budget allocation again reflects thevgbament’s devotion
towards combating poverty and to advance educatma skills

development of its Namibian people. The Budgdbisulated to ensure
that economy continues to expand at the strong #ceto reduce the
fiscal deficit with the overall objective of prospey the Nation.

Namibia is a Constitutional State governed accgrdmthe principles of
separation of powers. Being the Lawmaking Body eeptesentative of
the people we believe in the principle that the eyentrusted to the
Government belongs to the people and we have ttredaesponsibility
to spend it prudently and wisely for the welfareoof people, especially
the poor and the downtrodden.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | stande herday
championing a cause for all Namibians who holdviesv that under the
current Government administration, the economisg@ime will fall and
continues to fall; Education and Social Servicestiooes to improve;
their quality of life continues to get better andmibia will move forward
from poverty to prosperity.
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Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the SWARGy FElection
Manifesto states clearly and | quote‘We are aware that in order to
effectively alleviate poverty, unemployment andeurgdevelopment, we
must pursue socio economic development PoliciesPangrammes that
are people centred and inclusive.The plight of vulnerable families has
been getting worse in recent years. The challeangé&ont of us is
formidable, we need to face it with maximum comjparis

When we came into office just over a year we preshi transform our
country by adopting a more people centred developmgenda and by so
doing, deliver more money in people’s pockets. idhato stress that this
will not be achieved simply by promoting handout®©ur fundamental
approach will be to build a self-reliant people wdre able to sustainably
generate their own funds. This is the surest wayswstainability
defeating poverty and delivering the absolute sgbtt liberty and social
justice for all our people. This requires a blehdhitiatives ranging from
opening additional opportunities for employment amcbme generation,
to ensuring that the Social Safety Net is adeqaatk targets those who
cannot support themselves. This should be dondewdvoiding the
creation of a dependency syndrome.

Last year, the Government has significantly incedathe State Pension
and it will increase it this year again by N$100.00is a clear indication
that Government is determined to ensure the sgcafitits vulnerable
Senior Citizens, thus, | fully support the propofaim the Ministry of
Finance to increase the Old Age Pension and toawapthe coverage in
respect of Orphans and Vulnerable Children.

The ultimate of Government’s Economic Growth andvé&epment
Strategy is to improve the quality of lives of Hhmibians. We attach the
highest priority to Education, Health, Housing aMater and Sanitation
as the most strategic areas for eradication of pypaad entrenchment of
development. Government has deliberately shifteminfa poverty
reduction to poverty eradication objectives. Thieege such a bold move
requires supportive Policies, Projects, Programamespositive mindsets.
This requires close consultation with the poordniify opportunities for
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self-reliant that are built on their interests, aaifites and micro

environment. It also requires challenging all abitezens to take pride in
fending for themselves and contributing towards dbegelopment of our
country. Employment creation has the potentialeofucing poverty and
its effects on social life. In an effort to addyakis, Government has
instituted several Anti-poverty Programmes that agsb others, includes
training and skills development as concrete a l@mgr measure to
address poverty.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, educatiates knowledge
which promotes empowerment. Why am | saying thig? terms of
promoting growth, the Government has made tremendoogress in
providing Universal Access towards education. Yeh&to commend our
Government for implementing a free primary and neecondary
education system in accordance with Article 20 of Gonstitution. It
preserves free Primary Education, which providesicbaccess to all
Government Primary and Secondary School Childréhany of these
children would not have the opportunity to learmio read or write due
to poverty and loss of parents because of AIDSd raecidents and
Gender-Based Violence. It is also evident in tiherent Budget that
Government is committed to accelerate academic eaements,
competencies and skills. With regards to allocestidor 2016/2017
towards education, it is a delight to see a nomimaiease of 13% in this
critical Sector.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, there laoeever, still

concerns on the quality of education and the higimlver of pupils

dropping out of schools, with no clear alternatageess to acquisition of
lifelong skills to enable them to find jobs. Undoyment, especially
among the youth, remains a major challenge in aweldpment and
social stability.

Through this Budget, we must bill on the ongoingtyosupport initiatives

to further encourage entrepreneurship, innovatiod ereativity of the
young people.
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As Government that cares deeply for the youthsskiévelopment must
be given priority to enable these groups to be dixeamic drivers of
growth and employment creation. Youth are the dtesi hope, assets and
successors for the future. According to the religi scholars, good
behaviour of youth today will reflect the futuretbe Nation.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, in corafysithe
Government has succeeded in steering the countough a difficult
period of domestic challenges. We have emergetierésagain. The
economy continues to grow and we are putting icgl#éhe foundation for
a faster and more inclusive growth in the yearadhé his is, therefore, a
Budget for the people. A Budget that responds h® toncerns of
Namibians — the high cost of living, insecurity,eamployment and high
levels of poverty. But equally important, it isBadget that lays a firm
foundation for accelerated inclusive growth fohared prosperity.

I, therefore, urge all the Honourable Members aadghibians at large, to
join us in building the Namibian House.

| thank you for your attention.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | am being reminded aheat
time. Are you all in agreement?

HON MEMBERS: Yes we are!

HON SPEAKER: We break for tea
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HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:32

HOUSE RESUMES AT 15:58

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Let us continue. Next on my listyill
call upon Honourable lipumbu, since the Honourddeamberua is not
in.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF ECONOMIC PLANNING : Thank
you, Honourable Speaker for the Floor.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, let me lsyacongratulating
the Honourable Minister of Finance, Comrade Calhl&twein, for
presenting a progressive Budget. He managed tseptrea stimulative
Budget and fiscal stance under conditions thatirediscal consolidation,
due to unfavourable domestic and external econoadmcumstances,
compounded by unfavourable climatic conditions.

The prevailing unfavourable economic environmemjunes that we
economise, eliminate wastage and unproductive alapkpenses. This
Budget attests to the sensible way in which the $@AParty led
Government continues to manage our economy andmaffithat the
country is indeed, in responsible, and accountasrels.

Countries that have managed to graduate from dewvgjao developed
status, has done so, by managing high economictigroates through
effective use of the Budget as an instrument tmdate domestic and
inward looking investment. The presented Budges hhe same
ambitions, by being national development orientethugh targeting real
growth and improving the general living conditiang people. It moves
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away from allocation or appropriation to actualisatand implementation
that we assist with for this season.

The Budget targets Sectors that have direct impadhe poor, while at
the same time emphasising macroeconomic stabaitych creates future
fiscal space to continue pursuing our developméieatives and goals.
The Budget addresses current challenges of possrtyal welfare, timely
and reliable as well as affordable services topihigic. It further creates
an environment that promotes employment creationaafng-term

solution to eradicate poverty.

The scaling up of investment in human capital tgiohigh allocations to
the Education and Health Sectors have feedbacktgeffe the long-term
on the supply-side of the economy.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the Budgetell aligned
with NDP4 and covers the areas we have prioritisatk must, therefore,
use this Budget to ensure that manufacturing dietsvgrow to the aspired
level. It is no longer right that businesses, ipalarly shops operating in
Namibia, such as Edgars, Foschini, Markhams andyroéimers, do not
have shelve spaces for Namibian products. We waste these shops
sell products made by our young people who haveodstrated their
talents in the Fashion Industry.

Equally, shops such as Ackermanns and the PERssofvorld, must not
only ensure local sourcing of school uniforms farr @hildren, but that
they must also engage in social responsibilitiegatds our schools, and
activities towards our children. They must notyohe here to sell and
make money that they speedily repatriate to thmintries of origin.

If the Private Sector is not responding to thespodjpinities to produce
and manufacture goods, especially those where thegficient demand,
maybe it is high time that Government consideripgtup factories to
manufacture things, such as uniforms, locally, gmdhibit or put a
moratorium, on the importation of these items. Waye many of the
Ramatex graduates who can be employed there aetuim, this will
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have an impact in the growth of our economy. It nave contributed to
creating more jobs and contribute to the skillsadepment.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | welcohe frincipled

move through the proposal to amend Regulation®2&529 to raise the
threshold of domestic investment. It does not ma&ese that we go
around the globe to lure others to come and inwvestur economy, yet
year-in and year-out, our savings migrate acrossbmuder to create
opportunities in other economies. We must takeaisies in our economy,
and then we will be able to convince others to ca@nd invest here as
well.

The recent economic downturn and the market vitlaakross the globe
offer lessons that things are not necessarily adwagy outside. Those
who have invested locally in properties and in ®oahn attest that returns
have been better here at home. As the saying goes|” is indeed
“lekker.” So, as Namibians, let us invest at home andrireconomy.

At times we might think that we are not doing wélhwever, slowly but
surely, we are getting there. | was humbled bgcamt Agronomic Report
that indicate that our domestic production of lowiture increased to
52%, which means only 48% was imported during #s¢ fain season. It
is an achievement and surely, our green schemegaangg momentum
in terms of their production.

The establishment of AMTA, which has committed toy kall the fresh

produce from our producers and distribute to owallcsupermarkets,
played a vital role in growing the Horticulture &&c We must double
our efforts so that we can claw back the remaidi®% and make sure we
process and add value to those produces herelylocal

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is itgmbrthat our
revenue sources remain stable and grows alongsidexpenditure. In
this regard, the Budget provides comfort with thdlined Tax Policy
proposals over the MTEF period. Similarly, the Bed must be
commended for taking a stance on alcohol abuseshaduntributes to
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social evils, eating at the fabric and charactepwf society. We must
continue unequivocally emphasising the messagenstiie Budget, that
drinking must be moderated.

These measures, however, will only be successfuEdticative and
Preventive Programmes are implemented and adhered t

Furthermore, the Budget acknowledges the importapicghe State-

Owned Enterprises and the goods and services tio#ydp to the public.

However, there is need to do more in terms of gtieaning and applying
control over our State-Owned Enterprises. Dividemad profit share
contributed by State-Owned Enterprises need todcreased. Regulations
on State-owned Enterprises need to be enforcedaalh@red to and
penalties to be imposed, especially on those whaat honouring such
Regulations. This will ensure that we maximise strengthening our

revenue collection efforts.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the Bugigestented to this
august House is a Budget for all and leaves no biamiout. In
particular, all projects must ensure that youthld women benefit in all 14
Regions, and the 121 Constituencies in line with BErovisions of the
Procurement Acthat we passed last year in this august House.

The rural areas and informal settlement remainooitical focus and the
successful implementation of this Budget will gtoag way in fulfilling
the promises we made to the people during our ceympa

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, in cormysl wish to

emphasise that the Budget's Funds are not free yndhis is people’s

sweat. The Offices, Ministries and Agencies mtistrefore, ensure that
the Budget resources are efficiently and optimallged. In all

implementation, we must first think efficiencgfficiency,and | repeat,
efficiency.
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If we do that, than we would have moved toward$isieg our dream of
an industrialised Namibia, developed by her peqmeticularly the youth,
where we will all live in peace and harmony.

We must, therefore, form a united front and joind&on the war towards
poverty reduction.

“The people united shall never be defeated, anéedd a people united to
achieve common goods for all members of societly alvilays emerge
victorious.” | thank you and | support the Bill

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | call upon Honourable Maamberua.

HON MAAMBERUA : Thank you, Comrade Speaker. Honourable
Members, | greet yo(laughter)

HON MEMBER : In whose name?

HON MAAMBERUA : | greet you all with a passionate, patriotic and
progressive spirit. Before | proceed, let me notgh a sense of
appreciation the achievements of two African Prasig, who within their
first year of office, had their countries’ Budggisesented ahead of the
usual time. These are President Geingob of NaraihdaPresident Buhari
of Nigeria.Omake!(laughter)

HON MEMBER : You started well, Honourable Maamberua, do not
waiver as usual.
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HON MAAMBERUA : However, to consolidate this game, | will
propose a discussion sometime in the future torohe a fixed Budget
day or a cut off date, by when the Budget will &leléd every year, so that
we know that the Budget, in the Republic of Namikitabled, say by the
15" of February or something of the sort, every y#ahat does not exist.

| think that is how it is done in many other coigdrand it is very
important.

(Interjection) | have become wiser. As the only Member of Barént...
(interjection)

HON MEMBER : The one and only Member of SWANU in Parliament!

HON MAAMBERUA :...Representing the only political formation ingthi
House still unwaveringly and compassionately cortadito the socialist
efforts and world outlook, my intervention will bieree pronged.

» Firstly, I will attempt to locate the proposed Betlgleologically.

» Secondly, | shall share specific comments and @hsens on a few
selected respective Budget items; and

e Thirdly, | shall comradely share with you my Pastyision moving
forward with regard to budgeting appropriately, tgbly and
sufficiently.

THE BUDGET IN PERSPECTIVE

Ideologically, there are two aspects that needliglgting:

1. The overwhelming thinking, shaping the formulatiohthe Budget;
and the other one
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2. Its disconnect with the National Dream — Vision @03

The ideological ethos underlining this Budget ao¢ @asily discernable,
but it seems to be espousing loudly, the valueseafliberal economic
thinking. It does not speak to the objective ceterialectical material
realities that the country and nation are facind erperiencing daily. It
contains an interesting quotation from Stiglitz rjo the lines —
“It...macroeconomic policy can never be devoid ofits: It involves

fundamental trade-offs and affects different grodifferently ...”

Somehow the Budget conveniently shies away fromcigpeg the
fundamental impact on the various social classége should not lose
sight that ours is a class struggle, therefore,ullimate destination is a
classless society.

More interestingly, there is hardly any mention\Gsion 203Q which
would have gone some distance to contextualiseptbhposed direction
and interventions suggested in the document.

In short, with its apparent delink from Vision 20868d, thus, qualifies it
to be categorised asstatus quoBudget, because two important aspects
need to be highlighted; one being inherited weaitiNamibia and the
other, the question of Ancestral Land — thousanfdkilometres away
from embarking on a development trajectory that puit the country and
Nation on the path of moving“from each according to her/his ability to
each according to her/his needs.”

SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON THE A FEW RESPECTIVE
BUDGETITEMS

Honourable Speaker and Distinguished Members efatigust House, as
a representative of a Party that embraces sociaisthpreaches social
and economic justice, | would dismally be dishonistdid not commend
the SWAPO-led Namibian Government for having dorstealing job in
prioritising Education, Health and General Welfameits appropriation
endeavour. Well done!

203



09 March 2016 SECOND READING - APPROPRIATION BILL
HON MAAMBERUA

(Interjection) Let me better address the Speaker, the Genall@tigbing
me. (Laughter)

Honourable Speaker, on thiealth Sector:

It is one thing to allocate money to a Sector witils another matter to
ensure which aspects of the Sector concerned hesse frioritised. The

guestion is, will the money appropriated for thealte Sector be spent to
make our National Health System more accessibleaffoddable to the

majority of those living just on, or below the bdeBne? Or, have we
budgeted for the provision of interpretation seegiat our health facilities
to address the language barrier problem?

| do not detect any intention through this Budgenesl at achieving a
socialised Health System, underpinned among otheessNational Health

Insurance Policy — and | am not just talking outhf blue, this one of the
very important recommendations that came out frbe Report on the

Commission of Enquiry on the Matters of Health altbvee years ago, of
course, the only Political Party that made a subimisto that Report is
SWANU of Namibia. (Interjections) This is the Report and the
recommendation is on Page 79.

Education

As alluded to above, it is remarkable and appréeigiat the Education
Sector has been prioritised in this Drafppropriation Bill 2016/2017.
The only hope is that the allocation would be lested by concrete
practical action to yield the expected results sasthe establishment of
Vocational Training Centres in all the Regions aremphasise -n all
the Regions | think to date we only have about three or fgocational
Training Centres in Namibia.

Defence

| see the Minister of Defence is not here.
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HON SPEAKER: The Deputy is around.

HON MAAMBERUA : Oh, the Deputy is around. It is, of course,
notable that the appropriation to the Ministry a#fBnce has been modest
this time around compared to previous allocations.

Again, one is left to ponder as to whether thergui§icient thought being
put into the role the Military may play in advangiour developmental
agenda and the industrialisation imperative? Exesngbound around the
globe, including the role the Industrial Militaryo@plex has played in the
industrialisation of countries like Britain, Francime United States of
America, Japan, the State of Israel, and Chindylatename but a few. Is
our Defence Ministry being utilised optimally? $his a question
(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : Honourable
Speaker, thank you very much. | am happy that Hoadde Maamberua
is copying concepts from the Western World and gisargons like the
Military Industrial Complex and so on.

Whether that reconciles with his socialist starcemne issue which he
must perhaps satisfy as well. Is he aware thatMigary Industrial
Complex is one of the most corrupt and dark fotbas can be in a State
System, and as we have seen in some other coympeesle refer to some
of those institutions as the Deep State. | hopésh®t suggesting that
Namibia goes that route, because we know very wiadit the functions of
our Military are.

205



09 March 2016 SECOND READING - APPROPRIATION BILL
HON MAAMBERUA

Perhaps SWANU needs to be taught by people like Geeeral and
others, what we do with our Military, as we buddet them in the
appropriate context to defend the security andonatiintegrity of this
country. Can he reconcile socialism and what k#fies now?

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Maamberua

HON MEMBER : lyaloo! Answer.

HON MAAMBERUA : Easily, industrialisation is not Western,
Industrialisation is scientific.

Comrade Speaker, as much as | appreciate the t@tloda the Security
Sector, that is, the Police and Defence, | stithéat the dehumanising
living conditions in the barracks and quarters. alBkwve speed up the
renovations?(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, the Honourable Deputy Minister of Defenceao
Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENCE : Honourable Speaker, on a
Point of Order and Point of Information — perhaipst information, which
is very important — the Honourable Member is adslngs this august
House on a Budget issue, which is, of course, Iglearticulate and
accurately indicated in his volumes.
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Comrade Speaker, | doubt if the Honourable Membaerious — whether
he is addressing the House or expecting the pohli¢here to follow and
learn about the purpose of the Budget — by refgranpowerful countries
in the world, comparing them with a 25 year oldning 26 years this
year. For him to be serious, he should addresseleissue — where he
mentioned Military Industrialisation.

If the Honourable Member has properly done his heank, why can he
not mention what is currently on the ground — ltke Infant Industries
that the Defence Ministry is engage in and the rothe functions that
were, and are being carried out by the Ministrypefence in terms of its
involvement to resolve some national calamitiesdisulated yesterday
by the Honourable Minister of International Relasoand Cooperation.
Besides the Defence and Security of this countng, articulated other
roles the Ministry of Defence plays.

Therefore, instead of informing the public aboutatvhhe Americans,
British and others do, | would advise the Honousalllember to
concentrate on the issues that the Budget intemdsidress as far as the
security and defence of this country is concern€dank you very much,
Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | will ask the Honourable Member to
continue.

HON MAAMBERUA : My fellow socialist, the politics around Defence
were fully expounded by the Deputy Prime Ministessterday, and last
year in my discussion of the Vote of the Ministfylxefence’s Budget, |
fully expounded, the role of Industrialisation tagh Military
intervention, where | mentioned the August 26 andnynof their
subsidiaries, irrespective of the fact that, fa thst ten years or so, they
have not submitted their books for auditing purgose
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However, notwithstanding that, | have always adtestandustrialisation
through the Defence Ministry as a way out in Namilldecause, despite
the Government’s call to industrialise this countyr Private Sector has
failed to do that. We have to continue to relyamgproduce, products and
goods from South Africa. Therefore, | still insibat we can industrialise
Namibia, if we use the capacity and the disciplihat we find in our
Defence Force. They can industrialise the coustiy that is my point.

WAY FORWARD

Comrade Speaker, we are hardly left with 13.5 ydargyo, before
reaching the Vision 2030 deadline fdkttaining an Industrialised
Developed Nation Status.

As such, we need to learn to appreciate budgesranaessential planning
tool that we should optimise in order to attain tiedle goals we had set
ourselves.

The fight to eradicate poverty must be taken lltgras a War Slogan in
the manner the incumbent President of the Repoblidamibia has aptly
articulated it.

In our context, the scourge of poverty is fannedramnly three things:

1. Lack of skills for people to be gainfully employeat become
entrepreneurs;

2. Lack of access to financial resources; and

3. Landlessness.

In a similar vein, | hope that the finalisationwhat is called NEEEF —
what does it stand for?Npw Equitable Economic Empowerment
Framework] — will be accelerated in order to facilitate higtatly

disadvantaged Namibians join the mainstream ecanawctivities. And
when | am talking about historically disadvantadeain talking about it
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in terms of class as opposed to black or whiteNHEEF comes into play
— | am yet to see the draft, but people are alrehsiyussing it — it will
help those disadvantaged Namibians to join the s@@am economy.

The Land Question must become a high priority Budgen for the next
decade, if we are effectively to address the qoesif “landlessness”in
this country, which is the major source of povedyd concomitant
squalor that surrounds us. Thus, the questiorhef2’ National Land
Conference is as urgent today as it was yesterday.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of Parligmen 2006,
exactly ten (10) years ago, we in this august Hadk®pted a Motion on
Genocide and Reparation unanimously. The Motiovery specific and
identified certain actions and activities that ddolbe embarked upon in
order to facilitate a dialogue between the conadmparties, that is, the
Genocide Victims, Germany and Government of Namibia

Our Government seems to have brought their patheotable and the
process has reportedly reached an advanced staye, appointment of
Envoys by both Governments — that is the Namibizwl &erman
Governments — are anything to go by.

In doing so, there are serious commitments on oove@ment with
regard to this issue.

However, Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, hdidsee a single
mention of the Genocide and Reparation issue. Waserhaps a
Commission by Choice or an Omission by ChanceZhdfissue is so
serious to deserve the appointment of an Envoy angdlethora of
Technical Committees, how do we intend to resodheeactivities and
events related to this matte(thtervention)

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order.
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HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND_ MINSTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Thank
you, Honourable Speaker.

| would just like the Honourable Member to explaihere we expected to
see Genocide and Reparation, and where he hagemitsn as far as the
Government is concerned in carrying out the Motiost came from this
Honourable House.

HON SPEAKER: Yes, Honourable Maamberua.

HON MAAMBERUA : Yes, Comrade Speaker, we are talking about the
Budget Statement — that is what | am referring fthere is no single
mentionedintervention)

HON SPEAKER: There seems to be a misunderstanding here. dou a
very right when you said the process is ongoinge-dialogue is ongoing

— now how do you bring in the reference to Genocdrde form of a
Report? That is where the confusion is, maybesjmuld help us.

HON MAAMBERUA : Yes. Now that it seems that the process iston, i
befits an item of this magnitude to appear in theld®et Statement, to
inform Namibia, and more specifically, the victirtigat, not only are we
talking about the Reports in the papers, but thecic or particular item
that is assuming different proportions, is thisrygmart of the budgetary
allocations, just like any other new items that &eing mentioned.
(Intervention)
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HON SPEAKER: In a way, | think you should perhaps wait unt# w
come to that Vote when a proper discussion woute f@lace and there
might be references when the Deputy Prime Minigteuld be dealing
with her Vote of International Relations. That Wwbperhaps come later.

HON MAAMBERUA : Comrade Speaker, my observation stands, but |
take your advice.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINSTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Point of
Order, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Yes, Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINSTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : Of course,
the Honourable Member pretends to have accepted twbeSpeaker has
said, however the Honourable Member, is delibeyatging to make the
public to believe what is not correct, because m@ns very well that the
discussion of the Budget is continuing, and hearasld Member of this
House, also knows very well that there are otherakly important issues,
which are not mentioned in the Budget Statement,dbe going to be
discussed. This issues are going to be discusked the Budget is going
to be discussed in detail during the Committee &tag

He is now trying to create an impression that hehis one who is
initiating this discussion. This is not correcfThank you, Comrade
Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Maamberua, continue please

HON MAAMBERUA : Comrade Speaker, | shall be delighted to see and
to hear about a significant proportion of moneyedted to this very
important National issue. That is why | am veryedal in my Statement,
when | say - did not see it.May | proceed?

HON SPEAKER: Yes, you may.

HON MAAMBERUA : At the end of this short Statement, | feel asalisu
so free that | would leave you with this quotatfomm Rosa Luxemburg,
she was a German Socialist Philosop(haervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY :
Honourable Speaker, may | ask the Honourable Memlogrestion?

HON MAAMBERUA : Your microphone is not on.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Member, please turn on your microphone
Are you rising on a Point of Order?
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY : Yes,
Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Okay, continue.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF SAFETY AND_ SECURITY :

Honourable Maamberua proclaimed himself as a Secehd through the
discussion on the Budget Debate, he seem to hawpogped
industrialisation through entrepreneurship.

How does that tally and reconcile with his soctapsinciple or ideal?
This is just a question.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Maamberua has actually moved on from
that point, | wish you came in at the time whenwas dealing with that
aspect.

Honourable Maamberua, can | request you to pleaszed?

HON MEMBER : His time is up!

HON MAAMBERUA : 1 still have my 15 minutes, do not worry. Please
do not suppress and deny the Comrade an answer.

| said, industrialisation is scientific and, thenef, universal. Hence, it is
applicable to all the necessary philosophies aadladjies. You cannot
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say that socialist countries should not indussali

HON SPEAKER: Very good. | think everybody is anxiously wagito
hear the quote from the famous philosopher.

HON MAAMBERUA : Rosa(interjection)

HON MEMBER : Rosa who?(Laughter)

HON MAAMBERUA : Is there any other Rosgtterjection) No, Rosa
Luxemburg, | will first quote in German“Freiheit ist immer die Freiheit
des Anders denkenden,”denkisnto think in the German language, and
andersmeans other. In English *Freedom is always, and exclusively
freedom for the one who thinks differentlyr’'hank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. We commend you for your
ability — moving from one language to another, fithe (laughter) 1 call
upon Honourable Jagger please. You have the Floor.

HON JAGGER: Thank you Honourable Speaker. Honourable Speake
Honourable Members, | rise first of all, to make wontribution to the
recently tabled Budget by our Minister of Finance.

| would like to congratulate Honourable Calle Stfavein and his Deputy,
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Honourable Ithete Natangwe and, of course, his teEanhaving proved
beyond any doubt that indeed, they have masteegrhciples of good
budgeting. Well done, Honourable Minister on taflithe Budget
sufficiently, well in advance of the beginning betFiscal Year. This will
ensure timely approval and ultimate implementation.

Honourable Speaker, my intervention is simply bseaaf the fact that
Budgets affects us all. Citizens of this countgpend on the State to
provide crucial services and infrastructure. Whethew roads will be

built, whether our children will have schools to o and whether clinics
can cater for the healthcare needs of the populatiepends entirely to a
large extent, on the way Government raised revandeallocate money to
meet the various competing needs. It should bevkribat it is, and was
never an easy task for any Government to raise uadegamounts of
revenues, while at the same time, preserving eqaitgt stimulating

economic growth.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, since Budgeuments

comprise of thousands of pages, they are not aleagsy understandable
and can take considerable time to analyse. Howeagea Legislator and
as a representative of the Namibian populace, myssacred duty to
ensure that the Budget optimally matches the netttee Nation with the

available resources. It is important that as Latpss, we scrutinise the
Budget and ensure it addresses the needs of alpgrand that it is

supportive of, particularly the vulnerable groupssociety, including the
poor, people with disabilities, minority groups &he old age.

Mentioning the aged, Honourable Speaker, Honouritaenbers, it will
go down the history of the old-aged that duringtthee of His Excellency
Dr Hage Geingob, their Grant made a leapfrog framens it was and it is
still adding on a Financial Year basis. Aroundrgwrner, you will hear
words of praise in appreciation for what the Pressicand his Cabinet has
done for the old-aged, and it is indeed worth agpteng, Honourable
Speaker.

Honourable Speaker, the thertitpwards Pro-growth Fiscal
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Consolidation,” speaks for itself. The adherence to fiscal disepwith
emphasis on growth and development, are key elam@nthis year’'s
Budget. We must, therefore, continue to pursuaggressive pro-growth
economic agenda.

The adoption of the Medium-Term Expenditure Franwas
commendable, because it is to indicate the scopieedinancial resources
needed during the Medium-Term in order to carry existing Policies.
The MTEF enables Legislators, the Private Sectod, @ivil Society to
monitor Government activities more effectively ahds provides a useful
entry point for examining the Budget for its impact the society. The
enhanced information a successful Medium Term Edipere Framework
generate, help the Legislature to exercise itssigket functions. From the
perspective of citizens, Honourable Speaker, mateleetter information
on how taxpayers’ money is spent is a Right infitse

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | wantotccentrate, for a
moment, on the Budget for the Social Sectorss ftieasing to know from
the Budget, that a considerable joint amount of N&9 billion is

allocated to the Social Sectors over the MediumldExpenditure
Framework period.

There are clear indications, Honourable Speakenodmable Members,
that strategies are planned and some already eswplwy transform the
Education and Health Sectors in this country, hetice need to have
allocated more funds and to invest more in theso8e In my opinion,
Social Sectors should be seen as a heartbeat oft@umtry, because
without Education and Health Services, a countryaalapse. Education
and Health are the two most important charactesstf human capital.
The economic value of money, lies in the effecteytthave on
productivity; both Education and Health make induals more
productive and have considerable impact on an iddal's well being. It
is, therefore, necessary for both Sectors to stepamd interrogate
Programmes that benefit the frontline beneficiaries

Honourable Speaker, poverty is a major threatecettistence of human
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kind, especially in the developing world and cantdown a country and
its people. It was, therefore, important that thevernment was pro-
active to have established the Ministry of Povdfnadication and has
properly budgeted for it under the Social Sectarthis Financial Year -
2016/2017.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, when itesoto poverty,
Education plays a very important role in getting geople of any country
out of the scourge of poverty. It provides a foatimh for the eradication
of poverty and fosters economic progress and dpuatmt. The more
educated people we have, the better the possitoligscape and alleviate
poverty. Of course, Honourable Speaker, Educa@tone, cannot
transform a country’s economy. It is, therefoteattmany developing
countries, including Namibia, are investing in dseefforts in addressing
poverty.

In conclusion, Honourable SpeaKatterjection)

HON MEMBER : Oh no, you just started!

HON MEMBER : Why conclude now?Laughter)

HON JAGGER: | support the Budget in its holistic form, besatthis
Budget is comprehensive, it is predictable, it antestable and it is
transparent.

| thank you so much, Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Next on my list is Honourable
Kandumbu. You have the Floor.

HON KANDUMBU : Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of this
august House, | rise to join the Honourable Memivens spoke before
me, to make my contribution on tgpropriation Bill. It is again that
time of the year when the expectations of our eit&zis on high alert in
anticipating good news from this national cake.

Allow me to first and foremost, extend my word ofagtude to the
Minister of Finance and the entire team who pregdnés Budget. It was
not an easy task though, but yet you managedmedhank you for that.

| would also like to further call upon the fellowdvhbers to acknowledge
the fact that this Budget was put together at #nektrop of very difficult
economic times — low commaodity prices, volatile leege rate and most
importantly, the global economic slowdown.

As we are all aware, the impact of the global ecoiosslowdown, varies
from one economy to another depending on the exiktteir exposure
and the strength of their economic fundamentafts.Namibia, we know
that it is of no consequence to complain aboubfadbeyond our control.

There are visible and notable efforts by the Gowemt to address
economic factors that are within the Governmenténdate and to ensure
that it returns this country’s economy to a morelusive growth path.
There is consensus on the challenges that areoruimiy this Nation. The
Government Programmes are guided by the long-tdrategies like the
National Development Plan (NDP4) that was put ecplto address these
national challenges.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the NDE4\asion 2030

provide overarching objectives around which theiddatcan come in
unison. It builds consensus on the major hindraiocethe fast
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approaching Vision 2030, where this Nation is expeédo be among one
of the industrialised Nations of the world by owitig steps that needs to
be taken to overcome the said hindrances. Ataheegime, this National

Plan provides a common framework for detailed plagrand creating a

basis for making informed choices about the best wwause the limited

resources at our disposal.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is myiction that the
Government needs to be commended for the effokisntahus far to
identify wastage and non-essential spending inrdaddo away with such
services.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, notablenémtion is an
observation on disparities between the OperatiBndljet expenditure put
at eighty five (85%yersusthe Development Budget at fifteen (15%).

Looking at these figures, one asks a question ashere the National
Development priorities in the NDP4 lies. It is wisome to note that, the
Development Budget is less than 30% for a couniiat tis striving
towards industrialisation by 2030. It is fourtegi®) years from now
onwards. The question that comes to mind againsighis Vision
realisable at the current allocations or it showdhain a dream for the
future generations.

The envisaged expenditure for goods and servicgaidsto be enormous.
It is my view that, if we want to mitigate economiastage and non-
essential spending, we should revisit the allocatdgoods and services
and, if found to be prudent, the reduced funds dorddirected to the
Development Budget.

According to the Strategic Plan or our National Blepment Goals
NDP4, Agriculture, Manufacturing, Tourism and Ldgisare the areas of
economic priorities. One is made to understand t@en you have
priorities, those are the areas where your focaintpshould be.
Manufacturing or value addition to our raw mateyikbm our country to
various destination in the world does not advaheestconomic stability
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of our country. This leaves me to believing thataacountry, we are
creating more economic activities outside this ¢gurhan inside the
country. Embarking on vigorous and value additiorour minerals and
products could contribute immensely to our GDP.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, allow meeflect a bit on
Education as a Sector that has more to contritovtards the realisation
of Vision 2030 an industrialised Nation, and beydhid said Vision. |
have been following with keen interest, the alloma of the two
Ministries, that is, the Ministry of Education, Artand Culture and
Ministry of Higher Education, Training and Innowati that are
responsible for imparting knowledge and skills tw l2arning fraternity.

| think it is imperative to allocate funds to thddeistries in accordance
with their given mandate. My observation is that Ministry of Higher

Education is the pilot of skills transfers and tealogical innovation, and
as such, this is the Ministry that should accountthe Nation as to
whether we are well positioned with our previousl @urrent intakes of
our High Learning and Vocational Institutions foetNation to enter with
hope in the Namibian House, which is Vision 2030.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is Wik in mind that we
should have proper and adequate allocations, i®Mimistry to carry out
its Mandate. Vocational Training Centres actigti@are not fully
supported through adequate funds so that the mestled skills are
available for the employment markets of this countiVith the current
allocations, | see no movement towards a skilletidda

Namibia is a country, where we cannot even produstck of matches;
candles; and most of our office furniture are inedr from our
neighbouring countries, and even beyond. We adi@nred that these
items we come and buy, some of which are expenaneeraw materials
from our country that are manufactured into fingbhgoducts by VTC
graduates in those countries.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is mmy believe that the
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Ministry of Higher education and the Ministry ofdustrialisation and
SME Development among others, should be prioritisedrder of skills

development and factories establishment by the ioveed Public Sectors.
By so doing, these Sectors will compliment whatAlggiculture Sector is
busy doing in most of our Regions and subsequgolblycreation will be

granted to our Nation.

In conclusion, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Membgrowing an
economy of this country does not centre on Goventnadone, but it
brings all economic role players in both Public divate Sectors as
economic partners. It is my plea that these stakiehs add up to the
Government to curb possible wastages and non-ésssepending from
our Budget or estimates beforehand, in order toepavay for
Developmental or Economical Programmes.

Lastly, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, 26&6 Budget
represents the beginning of the fulfilment of ousidh of transforming
our national economy and providing a good life 8 Mamibians.
Through our spending priorities, we have shownsardeo:

» tackle the key and pressing problems of the saciety

* bridging the divide between the rich and the poor;

* investing in traditional and new industries;

» setting the conditions for Private Sector growtH gob creation;

» spending to repair a broken Education System;

» improving the health and wellness of the populataod

» caring for the elderly and vulnerable sections lo¢ tpopulation,
amongst others.

This Budget shows that we are prepared to takeothgh decisions
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needed to secure a better and brighter futuredopeople.

Honourable Speaker, | am confident that we, as fohaunited in a
common cause, will leave behind the acrimony, paniship and division
that still persist in our society.

With this, | Move that we approve this Bill andHaink you Honourable
Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. The next on my list is Honourable
IAuxab. You have the Floor.

HON !AUXAB : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable Sgreak
let me first and foremost, thank the Almighty HealyeFather for making
it possible for us to meet this afternoon, knowthgt the trust of the
Nation is on our shoulders to represent them angshem.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | risedtbray voice to the
current discourse before this august House. Howmyvédefore doing that,
Honourable Speaker Sir, let me take this opponguimitcongratulate the
Honourable Minister, Calle Schlettwein for the jobll-done.

The Budget is tipped by pundits as a pro-poor,aogarning, austere,
yet at the same time pro-growth. What a balanattg

| have noted with a deep sense of satisfactionytbathave reminded us,
the Legislators, the Executives in this august ldoasd the Nation at
large in your Budget Speech about the strong mesdagm His
Excellency, the President of the Republic of Namithuring the Opening
of the 3° Session of the Sixth Parliament. | quotén-2016, it is time to
turn words into reality, it is time to implementdartherefore, this is the
year of implementation.”
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As a responsible Party, the UDF will criticise wheneeded, yet give
credit where credit is due. In that respect, Hoable Speaker, Sir, |
commend the Honourable Minister for the following:

* For again allocating the biggest chunk of the BudgeEducation,
followed by Health.

* Increasing Old-Age Pension with N$100.00 to N$1,000
* Reigning in Government spending;

» Keeping the Budget shortfalls in check; and

» Keeping a close eye on Government debt.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is alsmmendable to
note that the austerity measures implemented tneepast Financial Year
has generated savings of more than N$6 billion.

| draw an analogy from the 2014, Bank Windhoek @ra2 Financial
Results, where the Introductory Statement read lagdote —“Growth
was achieved through good revenue growth, prudegperse management
and effective credit managementAlthough this analogy is drawn from
the Private Sector, it holds important Universahélples of Financial
Prudence and Fiscal Discipline, should we wish asumtry to reach the
economic growth that we intend to achieve as addatve cannot keep on
spendingad infinitum.

Honourable Speaker, Sir, in terms of Education,may not realise the
value of large spending on Education in the shernt | see the Budget
allocation on Education not as an expense, buerath investment in the
future of our Namibian Youth. Given that Namibg a very young

Nation, the results of investing in Education nmay be visible now, as |

said, but over many years we will definitely see tésults thereof.

As a word of caution, Honourable Speaker, | shbalsten to mention that
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the Nation will not grow should the money allocatedEducation and

other Sectors be spent on S & T and other non-expenses, which ends
up being consumed, but rather on the intended gegpoMany of us can
testify today that we are what we are because afc&tbn, and that

education in itself is the biggest empowerment.tool

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | wasniisgeto the news
the other day that Kenya intends to introduce Edacation by 2021 and
Namibia has already started a few years ago wittnd?y Education and
subsequently with Secondary Education this year. onst@lerable
allocations have visibly been proposed to makeidmgriand Vocational
Education more affordable.

Once again, this is commendable.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the iner@asOld Age
Pension speaks to the President’s war on povedySacial upliftment
and to the call thatlo Namibian Should Be Left Out.

We need to be grateful to those that helped bugldims country in the

Nation that it is and we need to keep on suppottioge fragile and needy
members of our society through Social Grants. éf do not, no other

country in the world will do that for us.

It is widely known, Honourable Speaker, that Namils among a very
few countries in Africa and even in the world tipatys Old-Age Pension
and Social Grant to its citizens and this is indeedreat achievement
worth noting.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the UDEstak supportive
view on the introduction of Solidarity Tax in whithe intention is to tax
the wealthy and privilege individuals of our sogiet support for poverty
alleviation initiatives.

The intended redirection of increasingly scarcariitial resources to the
priority areas of national development, with thgechves of unlocking

224



09 March 2016 SECOND READING - APPROPRIATION BILL
HON IAUXAB

potential economic growth, job creation and poventgdication towards
the achievement of shared prosperity for all, sthdaéd pursued with all
strength and vigour. As a responsible Party, tiiz= Wvill vigorously
monitor and remind the Honourable Minister of thedmise.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is perhene, and that
time is now that Namibia should start looking ateategy to reduce our
dependence on revenue from the SACU Pool.

If 1 understand correctly, we owe SACU some money,nand that
although SACU revenue is dwindling, the revenuenfi®dACU represents
a considerable portion of our Budget income.

We have seen nations like Saudi Arabia diversifythgir economies

looking at the day when ail revenue will not beréhe As a country, we
are not immune to geo-political risks that othenrtoies face and there is
a need to strengthen Sectors like Agriculture, YWooal Training and

Manufacturing to increase our Gross Domestic Prizdudecrease
dependency on imports and increasing our expod.bas

Seeing that Namibia host the SACU Secretariat, IWenshould drive the
agenda in helping SACU to increase its revenue baseigh increased
trade volumes.

Honourable Speaker, | must mention that there meed to streamline
non-performing State-Owned Enterprises and comwitlpa framework
to monitor SOE performance as the intention of ttngaSOEs, was not
aimed for eternal dependence on Government fundingjt was aimed
for improve service delivery and revenue generafarnits shareholder,
the Government.

Honourable Speaker, the new Parliament Buildingtmuos be taken as a
political battle field. It is our obligation as &ders of the Nation to send
the right message across to the Nation. The Rwhé and the State
House is the mirror of any given country and théidwa (Applause)
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The Parliament Building does not belong to the Memalof Parliaments,
the MPs will come and go(applause)

HON MEMBERS: Yes!

HON !'AUXAB : ...But the building will remain the national aiseé the
Nation, let us not denied the right of owning naibassets to the Nation.

In conclusion, Honourable SpeaketGai tu bahe-ha /Ninis gera /Gana...
Ne 'hub #gae-#guis ge !gaiba !oa ge daba tsi ddikao-oa tite
(applause) ai sa oa /gui ni /gei.

HON SPEAKER: Please allow him to complete so that he is glearl
understood.

HON !AUXAB : Ti ha tsi tini ha se i, Og!! Tarebe suriba!!!

Honourable Speaker, Sir, Honourable Members ofahgust House, with
that, | support the tabling and introduction ofstAippropriation Bill of
2016/2017. Thank you for having listening to me.

Let me briefly explain what | said — we are in aerechanging world, the

governance ethics of our beloved country Namibis ¢cfeanged, and will

not be reversed again. Itis, and it will remasrsach. If there are people
in our country, maybe even in this House, who arenges of progress
tough luck!(applause and ululation )
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HON MEMBER : Wazuu?did you hear?Laughter)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. The Honourable Member is appealing to
the House and beyond this House — asking nothingtHat we should
make progress. That we should not fear the fuanceface the future with
confidence.

With that, | will call on Honourable Murorua. Obuarse, it is his first
intervention, therefore, no interruptions plea¥eu have the Floor.

HON MURORUA: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, allow mefitst and
foremost thank the Namibian electorate and speatijyicthe UDF
Members and supporters for having elected me teesept them in this
august House.

Honourable Speaking, Honourable Members, let me aise this
opportunity to express my gratitude, and that of Rerty, the UDF
towards His Excellency Dr. Hage Geingob the Pregidé the Republic
of Namibia for promoting, right from the onset tRelicy of Inclusivity
for all Namibians, regardless of their politicalfiledtion, race, sex,
religion or social-economic status in society.

Honourable Speaker Sir, Honourable Members, | wishthank the
Minister of Finance, Honourable Calle Schlettwenr fa very well-
articulated and timeous Budget that he has predgeavith the fundamental
objectives to;

1. Reassert and re-establish a path for Public Finaoncenaintain

macroeconomic stability as an enabler for futurstanable and
socioeconomic development; and
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2. To redirect scarce financial resources to prioatgas of National
Development to unlock potential on economic growdi creation
and prosperity for all.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the Staterby His
Excellency the President, at the opening of thedr'Bession of the Sixth
Parliament, stating that this is the time to impdetnand, therefore, the
year of implementation, is telling the Namibian idatand, specifically
everybody in any National Leadership position ahd Public Service,
that there is no room for business as usual anymore

Honourable Speaker, the above words, coupled witht whe Honourable
Minister of Finance has stated on Page 4, in PapigB, in his Budget
Statement for the Financial Year 2016/2017, thest Budget provides a
scope for the implementation of National priorittescommensurate with
the available resource envelope, tells the Natiora ivery subtle way,
whether we like it or not, that money is a veryrseaesource.

HON MEMBER : We know!

HON MURORUA : Hence, your cautioto do more with less Rerhaps
this is the version of Jesus feeding the Nationvem fish and five loaves
of breads, | do not know whether we will do it. , 8tank you very much
Honourable Schlettwein for your boldness to reteethat to the Nation.

Honourable Speaker Sir, Honourable Members, mensicalso made of
theHarambee Prosperity Planby His Excellency Dr. Hage Geingob, our
President, and the creation of a new Ministry fovétty Eradication. All
of them are very good ideas, but they require beddnto bring the
understanding that, yes, we need to work togethex Blation to build a
prosperous Namibia and not just believe that wetngueue up for
allowances, grants and food aid.
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Honourable Speaker, it is important to say it, seddarambee must in

reality be the establishment of a national cultimehard work, for the
sake of national development and prosperity foraatl by all. That the
real vulnerable groups of people should be assigtedugh this
allowances, grants and food aid is true and acbkptdbut we need to
watch as Policy Makers and Public Servants agalegeloping Policies
that are advancing party political mileage.

Honourable Speaker Sir, Honourable Members, we atans Leaders
boast with good governance, peace stability ane RéllLaw on the on
hand and on the other hand claim that there aik retirginalised

communities. This, in essence, if it is true, nedmat there are still
people or authorities marginalising communities] #rat should then, if it
is true, be dealt with by a competent Court of Lalie big question will

then be — who is marginalising who at this point time, in this

independent Namibia? Because reality is havirbat, poor people are
among all the groups all over Namibia and not aryong those whom
we can easily convince to follow us. In any evéabvernment has the
legal and moral obligation to care for everybodyhwi this Country.

Honourable Speaker, poverty is a reality and | atmmthe slightest sense
trying to understate that, but we need to let dvedy understand that
regardless of poverty, any able bodied person rieediork to build
his/her prosperity and that of the Namibian Nation.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, free pyimad secondary
education has been long overdue in Namibia ansl very good that we
are having it now implemented, but it is a pitytt@overnment does not
realise what fatal contribution it is making towsrdhe unwanted
promotion of poverty by letting young grade 10 dritidropouts on the
streets or direct them towards the unaffordable NCADL by not letting
them repeat their grades which they have faileédnadigss of their ages,
because, the eventual objective to have them asefliteaders sharpened
by our Tertiary Educational Institutions is verypaortant.

| am stating this, because nowhere in the entinddrand also in Namibia,
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is age a restriction for enrolment at these Tertiastitutions, so they can,
to the honest opinion of the UDF Party, repeatl uhéy have passed and
then enter University to become our future Leadens will help build
the Nation instead of us allowing our own Namibjaruthful talents to
perish on our streets and corrid@irgerjections)

HON SPEAKER: Let him get away with that because it is his Maid
Speech.(Laughter)

HON MURORUA : He is more than welcome — | will take it, we have
been together.(Interjections) Yes, we need to change gears. You are
promoting other things through NAMCOL.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the pyituitding for road,

rail, water, energy and ICT infrastructures arevally welcome, but the
Nation needs to be informed why we are not utigdine new railway line
to the North, is it because it is too wide for tnanins, or is the foundation
not stable enough to carry heavy loads? Why areavesing it?

HON MEMBER : We are using it!

HON MURORUA : No, we are not.

On Water — Honourable Speaker, who, in this Country is notraved the
very strong water resource at Kombat? And is aatewresource not the
property of Government, that we do not plan goddastructure to expand
the use of this water resource to other dry areas?
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On Energy — Honourable Speaker, why is the development afuKand
Xaris taking us as a Nation very long, or is thepstion true, that it is
because some elites has invested in Kudu, whilerethave their pie in
Xaris and that the fight is about which one is ® developed first to
benefit these elites? — While in the meantime oatidw is suffering
without efficient electricity supply all over Nanigband we are spending
more and more to buy electricity from RSA.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I@T Infrastructure
Development-— | still do not understand the logic we are tgyio apply.
Namibia Post and Telecommunication Holdings owhmahstructures in
Telecom, NAMPOST and MTC on behalf of the Governmeh the
Republic of Namibia. In all honesty, this is a Zs8lion Namibian
Dollars Government fully owned Company. But we asea Nation now
doing our level best for the past two years toitigte it, just to create
another one. However, it is the very same complaatyis in a position to
build all these ICT infrastructures we are talkeidgout. And mind you,
some infrastructures in the form of towers areaalyebuilt, many of them
in Kunene and elsewhere in this country, but ateeqaipped because we
as Leaders do not even understand whether our rearsdto rollout ICT
infrastructure on behalf of Government or to opera the basis of the
Return on Investment. Yet we are trying to bri@yr lin the National
Education Curriculum mainstream.

The question is, are the rural schools ever goingenefit, and are we
ever going to be able to curb the rural-urban ntignaand thus, spread
development equitably all over Namibia? The Goment of Namibia is

having a 64 percent share in MTC, yet Governmesst rhandated the
minority foreign shareholders to run this compasyitadeem fit and the
Board Members of MTC, who are mostly Namibians,ianeo position to

direct that company to try and meet the NationaticGcdemographic

segment needs all over Namibia.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, UDF is ynadb the

opinion that the entry point to start addressing high inequality in the
promotion of wealth creation and shared prospstuld start with
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the provision of real, affordable housing to th@mpso that they can also
become creditworthy with the conventional Financiaktitutions in
Namibia.

Honourable Speaker, Sir, it is the UDF’s view thegt have a very good
vehicle to tackle this, but we only use it wherfit$ us and that is the
alienation scheme, which as Policymakers, we alveaysthat it is over
and done with, but when the Ministers and Publiov&gs want to buy a
Government house, then that house is offered tsettgroups on an
Affirmative Action Alienation basis. The offer ino Government to them
is so low while the market price is skyrocketingl anakes the beneficiary
immediately creditworthy. Now why can we not de game with the old
houses in our towns that belongs to the Local Autiles to create wealth
for our own poor people, if we can do it for th&eft (Interjection) |
have never been in the Army my Dear Sister, aslBtiogher next to you,
he was a member of Koevoet.

Servicing of Land in Towns and Cities —Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members, there is hardly any Local Atitiadhat is servicing
land with monies derived from their own revenuenstéad, it is the
Ministry of Urban and Rural Development that prasdthese monies,
which the Ministry, via the appropriation procegseaived indirectly as
revenue from the very people who are in need osésuyet when the
pricing of houses are made up, the monies for cexyiof land is again
derived from these poor people and that makes ticegpof erven and,
thus, of houses very high in Namibia.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | am pigadith you all as
Leaders, since housing is a Constitutional Rightefcery Namibian, and
on top of that, Namibia has ratified the UN Convamton Habitat, more
than 15 years ago as a Government. Let us pleake hfie easy for our
own people and use our money to uplift them.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is tilgh that we need to

also shift gears when it comes to the Land issiv are all happy with
the Resettlement Programme, but if we really wamstddress the issue of
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wealth creation and prosperity for our people, veecto introduce a
system where beneficiaries could graduate from9%eyear Leasehold
System to a Title Deed System at a cost, coupléd stiingent conditions
and training so as to enable the creation of resdltv for the Namibian
people.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | muse stat | am very
hesitant to agree totally with my Honourable Miersof Finance on the
0,9 percent economic growth rate for the RSA asoseg to the 4,3
percent projected for Namibia. Yes, we will in Namm grow in the
Mining Sectors of Uranium and Gold, but the varmitoo big between
0,9 and 4,3 percent for South Africa and Namikeapectively.

Yes, | agree that the climate for investment intBdAfrica might not be
that favourable, but South Africa, whether we like@r not, is and will

remain for a long period a giant regardless of otheding partners that
might be increasing in the SADC Region.

It is true that we no longer observe the South ca&fmi cement since
Ohorongo Cement has started operating on a fudtghled basis, but when
we need quality steel and corrugated iron sheets irfrastructure

development, South Africa is the place to go. Rush Pinah Mine is
producing flat iron sheets, but dispatched thenSdaith Africa, just to

come back as corrugated iron for IBR sheets. $ofda infrastructure

development we will go to South Africa time andiaga

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, besidésese, we are very
dependent on South Africa for our food supplies #msl current Budget
does not at all prioritise the production of foad bur own needs as a
Nation. And that, while our industrialised meclsation within our
Manufacturing Sectors is mostly depending on Séidititan suppliers.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | would Bke to state at

this point in time, that | am happy with the allboas made so far,
although | would like to see an increase for thaltheand Agriculture
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Sectors; and would thus, prefer to wait and see éwmrything is going to
work out in the long run.

In conclusion, Hon Speaker, Honourable Membersyuld like to remind
this august House that fiscal consolidation to ailiriegative effects of
budgetary expansion and fiscal austerity will obly achieved, if our
Finance Minister would boldly tell the implementensd other Executive
Members of our Government that we are indeed rgnshmort of fiscal
resources and that we all should, therefore, atydeur planning. | thank
you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | know the clock is not
stopping, but | wonder whether you will agree witle — we only have
two Members, can we get them to finish?

Yes, with that | will give Honourable Mbai the oppaity to address the
House.

HON MBAI : Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. Hoaloler
Speaker, Honourable Members, allow me first oft@aladd my voice to
that of the previous speakers on the issue of nkerriational Women'’s
Day, which is celebrated worldwide on tH& & March. Women all over
the globe and Namibia, in particular, really need ke supported,
empowered and encouraged in their social, econowudtural and
political achievements.

Coming to the point under discussions, namely tbhddg@t Proposals for
the Financial Year 2016/2017, may | use this oppwt time to
congratulate the Minister of Finance for a weli@rated Budget Speech
delivered on 28 of February 2016, in this House.

Right on the onset, may | register my satisfactegarding the overall
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Budget provision and those critical areas the Buddlecations seems to
address. Taking into concentration that despigeathievements in the
macro-economic area, the Government’s effort torestd development
challenges facing our Nation, was constrained l®/ ¢bntinued weak
recovery of the global economy, prolonged devasgatdrought, in

addition, the shortage of water and electricity nmany parts of our
country. This are key inputs in driving economatidties and has also
undermined domestic growth prospects severely.

What | am trying to say is that — it could have rbeerse if the Minister
did not really propose such a Budget that will gdine Nation to the Next
Financial Year under the current circumstances.

Honourable Speaker, with an overall Budget of N$b#igon, one will be
optimistic that critical areas of social and ecororaspects will be
addressed fully to the satisfaction of all our deop

From the look of things, | must express my disappoent that the
Minister did not inform us how he intend to servibes growing debt that
has been increasing from N$35.95 billion in 2014200 an estimated
N$59.79 billion by the Financial Year 2015/2016t id a fact that the
National debt is increasing while the economy isvehg a downward
trend.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of this stugause, | would
also like to applaud the Minister for stating tllaére will be no more
increases in the current size of the Civil Servidéis is commendable in
the sense that, our Civil Service is also bloatedtite extent that
productivity is no more a norm, nor a standard,abluixury.

Honourable Speaker, while it is true that Governmpasitions are
sources of income to many people, we cannot usee@oment as a
milking cow, we should also make it a more prodwectnstitution.

| would also like to applaud the Minister for hisdal consideration path
by announcing cuts to non-essential operationatedtjpure items, such as
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materials and supplies, travel allowances, overtiomaiture and vehicles.

Honourable Speaker, this gesture on his part ismoemaable as it seeks to
curb public spending on non-essential services.

It is, therefore, very much essential for this Hyuwith the allocated

resources to see to it that priority focus areastifie Budget namely:

economic growth, poverty eradication, improvemengaxial welfare and

improvement of timely, reliable services delivery the public are

properly implemented. What this House approvedstrpass the test and
aspiration of the public outside; it is a prioréigove priorities.

Therefore, in my opinion, the construction of Rarient Building, for
example, need be to carefully considered.

Income Inequalities:

Honourable Speaker, we recognise the income ingiggabhnd skewed
ownership of sources of income that we have indeiih this country, but
we cannot continue blaming the past forever. lsetocus on addressing
and correcting the wrong doing of the past. Reatlybe honest,
addressing the gap between the rich and the potkisg a very slow
path.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | agredn witu that
multipronged interventions, better targeting, andren urgency are
required to make a meaningful impact on this stmattchallenges, more
especially on delivering affordable serviced land housing.

Public Procurement Regulation was the evil of diecause of
Tenderpreneurship some did not intend to advance the Development
Strategies of Government, but rather endeavoureentech themselves
and broaden the gap between the rich and the popepy.

It is, therefore, very important for the Ministanpw that thePublic
Procurement Aichas been revised and promulgated, for him tdsée
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that the local economic development contend widwdrall enterprising
Namibians into the mainstream of economic actisitie

Honourable Minister it is true that more and mareding of Sectors does
not necessarily guarantee greater success, bypaditical will, genuine
reconciliation, peace and stability is the keyuocess.

Performance of Public Enterprises

Honourable Speaker, mixed to non-performance ofteSiavned
Enterprises in 2015/2016 need to be addressedisBrithis time around.

Water and Electricity

Honourable Speaker, the importance of water arcdralgy, as key inputs
into economic activities cannot be overemphasisethe country is
currently faced with water and electricity supplyogages due to the
drought situation and continued technical problemakted to power
supply, respectively. Shortages of such criticalities do not only
inconvenience the general public, but also undezngmowth in the
economy; as they have adverse effect on businesatoms.

Honourable Speaker, in conclusion, it is commereldfht on the social
front, the Minister indicated that pensioners wgikt an increase of
N$100.00 more this year, bringing the total to N$0D.00 per month. It
is indeed commendable, however, | would have lowedee additional
allocation to Old Ages Homes as well as the bugdafi additional ones
for the benefits of our old people.

Namibia range first amongst those countries thakdovery well after its
Senior Citizens and this is commendable, howeweretare areas such as
municipal debts, and free access to health faglithat must be improved
upon.

| thank you, Honourable Speaker and with these riewarks, | support
the Bill.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. one more and then we ate o
of this place. Honourable Dienda, you have th@iFlo

HON DIENDA : Honourable Speaker, thank you very much. Mag |
allowed to adjourn this Debate until tomorrow? ikgou.

HON SPEAKER: Well done. With that, we have come to the end a
the House stands adjourned until tomorrow, the lusua.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:51 UNTIL 2016.03.10 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayer and the Affirnmatio

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER IN TERMS OF RULE
20(B) OF THE STANDING RULES AND ORDERS

HON SPEAKER: With the welcome extended to all, Honourable
Members, | would like to remind ourselves, the Haradle Members of
this House that, in terms of Rule 115(g) of then8iag Rules and Orders
of the National Assembly, and | quote“a member may not refer to
names of persons, or any statements of fact, utieysbe necessary to
render the question intelligible and can be autieated.”

Therefore, | kindly request that Members shouldeawvdur not to refer to
names of persons when it is not absolutely necgssall does not add
value to the point a Member wishes to bring across.

| also remind Members that Ministerial Statemertsudd not be longer
than 30 minutes, in terms of Rule 26 of the StagdRales and Orders of
this Assembly.

| further need to state that, in terms of Rule §)1%(1 quote ~“a Member
may not in any Motion, Debate or question, inclgdisupplementary
guestion, refer to matters awaiting or under adgadion in any Court of
Justice.”

With that, | am seeking your support and the uswalperation. Thank
you.
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HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? | recogiuiseurable Ithete.

| think you were trying to draw my attention. Itggou on my system
here. You have the Floor.

TABLING: REPORTS OF AUDITOR-GENERAL

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE : Thank you, Honourable
Speaker, | lay upon the Table, Reports of the Awddeneral on the
Account of the following:-

(i) Municipality of Windhoek for the Financial Year esdtl 30 June
2013;

(i)  Municipality of Tsumeb for the Financial Year enck@June 2014;

(i) Town Council of Aranos for the Financial Years eth@® June 2011
and 2012;

(iv) Town Council of Aranos for the Financial Years eth@® June 2013
and 2014; and

(v) Regional Council of the Omusati Region for the Rrial Years
ended 31 March 2013 and 2014.

| so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Any other Reports and Papers? Haifc
Questions? Honourable Venaani.
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ORAL QUESTION

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, under Rule 90 of the Standing
Rules and Orders of the House, | seek your indulgdn ask an Oral
Question to the Honourable Minister of Safety aedu8ity, General Ho
Chi Min, Namoloh a question.

HON SPEAKER: This is very interesting, because it looks a# 15
already fixed. (Laughter) Yes, you may.

HON VENAANI : Honourable Namoloh the residents of the town of
Gobabis in the Omaheke Region are planning to detraie about
problems that they have with the Municipality angt &eneral, or is he
the Regional Commissioner? | only know ab@ifizerandu,because |
am a General myself, | am actually a Lieutenantegarof the Red Flag.

Nevertheless, the question is — why is the RegidDammissioner
denying free spirited citizens permission to aieithdemonstration,
because they have been calling me this morningtkiest are being held
up in the Court — a saf@uasi Courtby the Regional Commissioner.

(Interjections) Listen, | am a man of the people. They come &g timey
do not come to you, because they know who will hiegm(laughter)

Why is the Regional Commissioner refusing to grémee citizens
permission to have a demonstration in the courfttizer birth?
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | refer the question to the Honoleab
Minister to respond.

RESPONSE TO ORAL QUESTION

HON MINSTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY : Thank you very
much, Honourable Speaker. On the question of Habe Venaani,
normally when people want to demonstrate or to hand Petition, the
Institution where they intend to hand in the Petitior demonstrate
against, must agree that they will accept the iBetind the Police will
always be there. They do not deny people theihiRgdemonstrate.

You are perhaps misinformed, it is maybe the Myaliy of Gobabis
that is not granting them the permission to denratest The Police has no
Right to deny any person the permission to dematestrWe only provide
security for the people to demonstrate. | thimkade it clear.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | do not see any further
guestions, therefore, we move on. Notice of MarMessages from the
Head of State? Ministerial Statements? Very Geag move on.

The Secretary will read the First Order of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON SECOND
READING - PRESIDENTIAL REMUNERATION
AND OTHER BENEFITS BILL [B.2 — 2015]
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SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on Second ReadiRgesidential
Remuneration and Other Benefits BBl.2 — 2015].

HON SPEAKER: When the Debate was adjourned on Wednesday, the
2" of March 2016, the question before the Assemblg waMotion by
Honourable Minister of Presidential Affairs, thaetBill be read a Second
Time.

Honourable Shixwameni adjourned the Debate and w mave the
pleasure to give him the Floor. He is not avadaldo any further
discussion on this point? Honourable Venaani,lyaxe the Floor.

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, | rise to contribute to thesy
important piece of legislation in the governancewf State.

| have been on record, asking the Minister of lesdtial Affairs to bring
about a formal legislation to the House that wodddermine the salary
and benefits of the sitting Vice-President of oepRblic, because the first
determination was made through a Proclamation, lwiias not in fact
legal.

It was legal, but having founded the Office, oneuldohave thought that
with the founding of the Office, that process wowdtso have been
accelerated to have a legislation that determines i

Honourable Speaker, we agree and disagree on aemwhthings in life,
and that is the nature of our politics in the stycieFor us, as Official
Opposition of this Republic, we want to be on recto raise a few
concerns.

Fundamentally, | see no objection from our sidethersitting President of
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our Republic to receive a benefit that he or shenistled to. | see no
problem with that all. That ought to be done —reWfehe receives an
increase, politicians are also human beings whoharby inflation like
every other person.

Therefore, fundamentally, we have no problem with President of the
State receiving any salary increase, but we warietmn record, and |
want to be on record stating the following:- Fiestd foremost, the Bill
addresses the issue of spouses and let me stat the

To us, we believe that it is just fair and it ight, through international
practice that the First Lady or the First SpouséhefFirst Citizen of the
Republic, should be accorded a certain status tainebenefits as she
becomes a direct representative of the State, bbmdrirst Lady of the
Republic.

However, we want to move a step further to disagvéh the Ruling
Party and the Government of the day, that a sittice-President’s
spouse should also be taken care of by the State.

Fundamentally, we disagree. We have not seen aagtige globally,
where you have a Second Lady of the Republic + asause she is a
wife of the Vice-President receiving benefits frofime State. We,
therefore, want to be on record saying that weohjecting to the fact that
the Second Lady, the Spouse of the Vice-Presidegitven a status of the
Deputy Permanent Secretary in our system.

Thirdly, and fundamentally, we want to be on recand that our position
should be recorded to the fact that when we crebie for people, there
must also be a system of accountability. When gdet@rmine a salary of
Venaani as a Member of Parliament, there should la¢sfunctions that
are attached to the salary that you are proposimthat is the job that
Venaani must carry out and what is his job desorpor his Terms of
Reference? Now on the one hand, you are sayirngattspouse of the
Vice-President must get a salary and you are tlotgeis what are the
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responsibilities of this person. What does shieeodo?

To us, that is a problem. The nature of the deat It hold, Honourable
Speaker, is to sometimes say things that are vekind, not that | must
say them, because they are unkind, but becauséehi¢ ijob of the Official
Opposition Leader to hold the Government to acc@una to say things
that are dangerous to the State.

Fundamentally, during the constitutional consuttasi that we had, let me
be on record to correct our sitting Head, the [Eesgi or our Leader, the
President of our country and the Head of State thpersonally never
denied the fact that my delegation and | had talk him on the
Constitutional Amendment. In fact, the time thatib blaming me for
having denied that there were talks, | was not eaeMember of
Parliament, perhaps it may be other Leaders whibteare were not talks.
In fact, our meeting was supposed to take plagepariod of an hour, but
we ended up sitting for five hours, because wedradcrimonious Debate
about the Constitutional Amendment.

It is not nice to say it, but | must be on recondttl believe, and we
believe, on this side of the aisle that the idehawe a Vice-President —
(interjection) | am saying this side of the aisle and you knoe #isle
Right Honourable Prime Minister. | am in Palestimav? (Interjection)

we are working towards improving that, in the lattction we got 11
percent, so we will also extend that in 2019, dowarry. | had 6 percent
last time, and now we had 11 percent, so we aregdour job, do not
worry. (Interjections) Please do not confuse me, let us talk about these
things that you do not have guts to say. The faotsfiction -feite, you
must also have guts to be able to say these things.

The intention of having a Vice-President in a Stared | am very good
Friend of Tate lyambo, a very brilliant fellow — personally | f&wno
personal problem with him. With his wits and mygpect(interjection)
that is beside the point. Sit dowrgama, undjgIntervention)
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HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM
Honourable Venar(interjection)

HON VENAANI : Venaani.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM
Venaani, is that correct now, are you happy?

HON VENAANI : Yes, you are my Cousin.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM
Thank you. You are advancing an argument wherelywish to have
job descriptions for whoever is being appointedrext?

Will the Parliament be in good standing in advawatio the Executive
that they should have job descriptions when the b of Parliament
themselves — | even wonder, if they have job dpsons?

HON VENAANI : For a former Deputy Minister of Justice and tirsj
Member of this House to argue that Members of &adint have job
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descriptions — it is a Constitutional Provisionstloe job of a Legislator.
Therefore, go and read your Constitution. | wilbw you to have your
say, but let me have my way(Interjection) Kurama uriri — just walit.
Kurama Kkatiti uriri, | will allow you to have your say, let me have my
way.

Honourable Speaker, the argument that was advamesdhat we need
the heavy top four to balance the dynamics of tentry — the sitting
President, the then former Prime Ministarterjection) You were not
there. In fact, if you look at the Minutes, we ewecorded the tops.
(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: There is a dialogue now and | am trying to aubiat,
could you try and confine yourself to the questibat you are raising,
because | understood the question you are raisifige Minister will
respond, if you could just conclude the questicaapé.

HON VENAANI : | think the question is that, it is the job dfet
Legislature to direct the Executive, and to askrthe do things in a
transparent manner. The mere fact that you hawegbt this legislation
is because the Legislature was demanding that ywe h legislation to
determine a certain salary.

It is a job of a Legislature, to hold you to accband to be responsible
with the legislative frameworks that governs theirdoy better. That is
why we are here and that is why we are called Lavemrsga That
argument is a little bit — not at our level, | tkiwe ought to have a better
argument than the questions that you are posing.

| am trying to raise a question of a Vice-Presidehamibia, with our
population, with a sitting Prime Minister who isdder of Government
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Business and the Executive power of the Presidies not need a Vice-
President, and we have quietly monitored this sduoaor the last twelve
months — the job of the Vice-President, and wilimeoback to it at an
appropriate timéintervention)

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order. Yes, please.

HON MBUMBA : Honourable Speaker, | need your guidance. $éeei
of the Vice-Presidency is already part of our Ciusdn. For somebody
to question that, you are questioning the Congitytand if you want an
Amendment, you propose an Amendment. That is nderstanding. We
cannot have people questioning the Provision ofGbastitution, which
we have already approved in this House.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Venaani, please
you were moving towards raising issues pertainmghie item of the
agenda. Could you deal with it and conclude pfea@sterjection) No,
you have the Floor, continue please.

HON_ VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, | am not asking for an
Amendment of the Constitution, and do not say that Member in this
House cannot say that, perhaps you can relookmaétking, if | do not
bring an Amendment.

We just want to be on record in connection with tmva said then and
what we are saying now — with our observation oter last twelve
months, that the Republic of our size do not ne¥tta-President. That
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is our view. We are not calling for the Amendmehthe Constitution,
but we are holding a very dear view that this coumieeds a President
and a sitting Prime Minister, as opposed to thee\Rcesident. That is the
truth from our side. Peri nao uriri, omambo kangwa. (Interjection)
Well, | took an Oath to disagree and to record rppasition to certain
things as well.

Honourable Speaker, | have no problem to suppost Rhesidential
Remuneration and Other Benefits Bbit | want my reservations to be
recorded on the Second Spouse, who must get § sladdrns equivalent to
Deputy Permanent Secretary’s salary without angrctéficial role that
she or he plays in the Republic. That is a prolilems.

All the other issues of people getting increasdsave no problem with,
however, let it be known that we were on recordrgpthese things in this
country. | thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Venaani, you started very well, yoerav

looking for clarification on the Spouse for the ®iPresident, and the
Minister might provide you with the necessary diaation. Is that in

order?

The next Member on my list is Honourable Diendapée

HON DIENDA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable Sreak
| was told last week in this august House by thaisder of Presidential
Affairs that the salary of the Presidenn@ne of my business, because the
President does not know my salary.

Honourable Speaker, it is a shame that the Miniséer answer another
Member who was equally elected just like him infrseananner.

249



10 March 2016 SECOND READING - PRESIDENTIAL
REMUNERATION AND OTHER BENEFITS BILL
HON DIENDA

HON MEMBER : Which Minister?

HON DIENDA: The Minister of Presidential Affairs. Honourabl
Speaker, questions asked in this House are nossaty meant for the
Honourable Member who poses the questions, but tiey also be for
the interest of the public at large.

It was said by Honourable Shaningwa, when she wsgonding to our
guestions that she is not answering these quedhioribe interest of the
Member who posed it, but for the interest of thélgu Honourable
Shaningwa, in your absence, thank you very muckhfatrclarification.

Honourable Speaker, it is the right of the publicl any Right too, to
know about the salary of the President, becausealikof us, the President
is being paid from the Taxpayers’ money while theskRient does not pay
any taxes himself at alIntervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM
Honourable Member, can you correct yourself maypethiis mistaken
identity of a Ms Shaanika whom we do not have hete is responding
to questions put to her?

HON SPEAKER: Alright.
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HON DIENDA : | can say whatever | want to say in this Houtsis, my
Right (interjections)

Honourable Speaker, allow me now to talk aboutiskae at hand. The
first question that came to my mind when going tigto this Bill is the
question of what is meant with the wdadlowance.” (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION : On a
Point of Order, Honourable Speaker — this is anddoable House, and
everything we are saying is recorded and | am gathis to protect the
dignity of this House.

If a Member can be recorded saying ean say anything in this House,
when we also know that we have a Parliamentary Liage, will that
auger well in our Housefnterjections)

| am talking about the person on the Floor, arid going to be recorded
like that, that 4 can | can say anything | want to say in this Hausjust
want that to be withdrawn in order to respect thisise and the Member
herself. Thank you.

HON MEMBER : There is nothing to be withdrawifintervention)

HON DIENDA : Honourable Speaker, allow me to continue.
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HON SPEAKER: Let me just help there. | think what everybodyall
of us are saying collectively, is that we functiaccording to the Rules
governing this Assembly and | think with the ineation, Honourable
Member, someone was simply trying to help you wiit pronunciation
of the Honourable Member’s name and | am sure gol hote of that,
but when you say + can say anythingl equally know that you do not
mean that, because you are a longstanding Membhrsoflouse and you
know the Rules. We are together on that? Pleasince.

HON DIENDA: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. An allowance is
money that is given to someone regularly or forpacgic purpose.
(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, Point of Order.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : On a Point of Information, | am sorry
for raising this as the Honourable Member is makieg Statement, but it
relates to a remark she made that | think requimes to make this
correction.

This issue is so important that the public cannet lbft with the
impression that was created by the remark thatrsdde that the President
IS not a taxpayer. It is incorrect to say thatPnesident is not a taxpayer.

The President is granted tax exemption for income expenditures that
are determined under the Law, it is not a blanketrgtion that states that
whatever income the President earns, even throoghpanies that he
owns, is exempted from taxes. Therefore, it i®irect to say that the
President is not a taxpayer.
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HON SPEAKER: Yes. With that understanding, let us please make

progress.

HON DIENDA : Let me continue, Honourable Speaker. An alloveais
money that is given to someone regularly or fopecgic purpose. It may
also be a small amount of money that is regulainyerg to children by
their parents.

Honourable Speaker, allow me to quote from the BillThere must be
paid to the spouse of the person holding the Offitéhe President, a
monthly allowance, which is equal to the monthijnueeration payable
to a Permanent Secretary employed in the Publivi€erof Namibia.”

The same goes for the position of the Spouse o¥ite-President.

Honourable Speaker, allow me to raise the followamncerns in this
regard:

1. As far as | am concerned, any money paid to a pavecany structure,
goes along with certain responsibilities and dutied/hether it is
referred to as atallowance,” “salary,” or“remuneration.”

2. Given that in the ordinary context of the Public\&se, an allowance
is an amount in addition to one’s salary, for exEnwehicle or
housing allowance. | have never in my life heafdsoch a high
allowance.

3. Honourable Speaker, what will be deducted frometadbwance? In
Section 6 of the Bill, it is stated that, and | tpie“The amount of any
remuneration, benefits and allowances paid andvlee of benefits
relating to medical aid received in terms of thist,Aare exempted
from income tax.” Only Medical Aid is received. Will they pay tax
and social security, for example?
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4. As was asked by my President, what will be the edutand
responsibilities of these Spousef@nterjection) | said my President.
To whom are they accountable, because they ara,algaing paid
with taxpayer’'s money?

5. If the Spouse of the President or the Vice-Presitawe their own
businesses, and they are still running such bus#seand continue to
receive income from those businesses — becausenadtter of choice,
as it is currently the case, will they still payeth these enormous
amounts of money?

6. Honourable Speaker, will the Spouses also be eatid S & T when
they accompany their Spouses on missions, sincg e receive
allowances? | thank you, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Any further discussion? | do not aag.
| will, therefore, now call on the Honourable Mitasto reply.

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : Thank you,

Honourable Speaker. | would like to, first andeimost thank the
Honourable Leader of the Official Opposition forcapting the principle
that the President indeed, and so as the Viced@masideserve to be
remunerated fairly.

| would like to say that the Spouse of the Vicesitent is remunerated or
given an allowance, because she plays a role gbastipg the Vice-
President who is the second in charge of our cgunithat is basically the
principle behind doing that. You do not want towéa situation where —
if, for example, a person is not employed anywlraré has no business,
are we suggesting that the Vice-President shoutdlrg care of his own
wife? (Interjection) It is true, we understand that, it is your viewdgou
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are entitled to that view. It is alright, but we a&aying, we find it fair that
at that representative level, something be doné we Spouse of the
Vice-President.

As | have stated, the role cannot be clearddonourable Venaani
confided with us about the discussion he had whth President or the
Prime Minister then, we appreciate the informatstrared, but | do not
think this add any value to our discussion now. aflkh you for the
confidence you have in us to tell us what you hasgussed, but that is
water under the bridge, since we have a Vice-Peasidow. It is not a
matter of whether we should have or not have a -Yiesident, we
already have a Vice-President. However, it is yaew, you and your
Party are entitled to that view, but | do not ththlat that is a view shared
by all the Opposition Parties on that side of tiséea (Interjection)

Well, in that case, when your turn comes, it wal fine, but it will take
you some time to come to this sigi@ughter)

Now my Honourable Friend and former Comrade, andnstm be a
Comrade agaifinterjection)

HON DIENDA : When?

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : It will not be long
before you return.

Honourable Dienda | think | am right or am | not pronouncing your
name correctly?
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HON MEMBER : You can say anything(Laughter)

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : No, | do not want
to say anything.

| want to say that - you referred to me having ssotnething in my

response to you earlier, but that response was &cnoss somewhere, it
was not a formal response. It was said somewhsteyau overheard it,

because | never took the Floor, you only overheaedsaying things. It
was one of those things — just as you know very,welo not mean that
(laughter) You know about that and | am happy that you heyeed to

the ceasefire, so let us continue.

You asked about an allowance what is an allowance? Yes, you
explained in your own way, but you know, we do m@nt to refer to
these as salaries, because these are people whlarey a different role
and it is fit to refer to what they get as allowanceinstead of saying
salary, because a salary is something else which meanstsmg
different. Therefore, we just thought it befitting do that for our two
ladies or gentlemen Spouses. That is basically thay are Spouses of
our Leaders. ltis a practice in Governments done that way, however,
they are not given salaries. They receive allowanc

You asked whether they pay Social Security — ndgnmale contributes to
Social Security for a specific purposes, but thd Biovides for the
payment of somedther incidental matters. You must have read that
sentence — there is something thereto. | wouldtimok that they would
be required to contribute to the Social Security.

There is a Provision in the Law, that the Law w#dke care of these
Spouses and their dependents.

Having said, Honourable Speaker, allow me to trelhthe Honourable

256



10 March 2016 SECOND READING - PRESIDENTIAL
REMUNERATION AND OTHER BENEFITS BILL

Members of the House, my Comrade this side and egr Briend on the
other side for having unanimously agreed to acttepBill. | thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | must say that Namibia is
unique country and | actually like it when we casagree and throw all
sorts of comments at each other, but at the entheoiday, end with a
smile.

| was listening carefully to the Honourable Minisend the Honourable
Members, and that is the kind of spirit that ishiygvalued. Thank you,
Honourable Minister.

| now put the question that the Bill be read a &dcdime. Any
objection? Agreed to.

The Bill will be read a Second Time.

PRESIDENTIAL REMUNERATION
AND OTHER BENEFITS BILL [B.2 — 2016]

SECRETARY: Presidential Remuneration and Other Benefits @BIR2
—2016].

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. The Secretary will read the Seconde®
of the Day.
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RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON SECOND
READING - APPROPRIATION BILL [B.1 — 2016]

SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on Second Reading -
Appropriation Bill[B.1 — 2016].

HON SPEAKER: When the Debate was adjourned on Wednesday, the
9™ of March 2016, the question before the Assemblyg w#lotion by the
Honourable Minister of Finance, that the Bill badea Second Time.

Honourable Dienda has the Floor and | thank hehéorpatience, because
she was quite ready to speak yesterday, but ddaiento constraints, she
honourably said that she will take the Floor thetrday. Honourable

Member, you have the Floor.

HON_ DIENDA: Thank you, Honourable Speaker again, for this
opportunity.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, allow mpldoe a rubber
stamp towards this Budget Debate, from which | camald to, or subtract
anything.

When going through the Speech of the Minister ofaice, and also the
documents distributed for this Financial Year,dlige how unfortunate it
is for a Member of Parliament not to be involvedthe drawing up

process of the Budget.

It is indeed a disgrace that as a Lawmaker of doigntry, | will be

crucified by the Nation for budgeting for thingshiesh are not necessary,
like building a new Parliament, instead of budggfior things which are a
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matter of bread and butter, and which directly cfftne livelihood of
Namibians.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, everytimnge cannot be
measured in monetary terms. Just to give you ample — efficient and
effective service delivery in this country is orfetlee lowest issues on the
agenda of the Public Servants and yet, the largmstk of the Budget
goes towards paying Civil Servants.

Honourable Speaker, | can challenge you now tdhasSpeaker of this
House, visit the entrance of Parliament and askadriee Police Officers
on duty for the list of the current Members of Rarlent, you will be

shocked to see the name of the late Honourable lywmenll appearing on
that list. When visitors are looking for the O#fcof the DTA’'s Members
of Parliament, you will be told that they only haMenourable Moongo
and Honourable Kaura on their list. What a sharnaddrable Speaker.
For this, we certainly do not need a Budget orlkocate further money
towards the National Assembly, but rather needcéffe planning and

coordination of functions within the Public Service

The same goes for the rest of the Public Serviteople are getting paid
every month, but yet you will find long queues ewenere at all
Ministries.

On Health — Honourable Speaker, when one goes to the Héspta
Clinics, you have to takpadkosalong, that signifies how long you will
wait in those queuedlnterjection)

HON MEMBER : What ispadkos?

HON DIENDA : Padkosis food that one prepare and take with when
embarking upon a long journey. In this case, aeeth do tak@adkos
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with as well, to eat while you are waiting to beeatled to.

Honourable Speaker, they cannot distinguish betweraergencies and
casualties at Katutura Hospital. | am a living repée of that one,
however, Honourable Minister, we will speak duriogr teatime about
that.

Again, Honourable Members, another example is stienate that is being
made by the City of Windhoek on our water and eieity accounts. This
boils down to laziness and ineffective servicedaly. They are too lazy
to come out and take reading from our metres aeg tome up with lot
of excused on why they cannot reach out metres.

Honourable Speaker, | am talking about this isbeeause the Budget of
the country affects my personal Budget too.

Honourable Minister of Urban and Rural Developménope that the
N$2.3 billion that was apportioned for the Khomasg®n for certain
Projects will make up for this loophole. The raasdy | brought up this
issue of electricity meters is, because we mudizee#hat the National
Budget directly impacts on our lives as ordinaryril@an citizens.

Honourable Members, allow me now to specificallpaentrate on some
of the Votes individually. For the remainder ottWotes, | will make
contributions when we proceed to the Committee &Stégtervention)

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order.

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : Thank
you, Honourable Speaker.

| am not in the business of interrupting when somalgtis speaking, but |
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just want to get clarity. | did not get the spaakden she says, they
cannot distinguish between emergencies and caesaldat Katutura

Hospital. Perhaps | missed the point, if she cahglarify to me what she
means with that.

HON SPEAKER: Yes, thank you very much. Honourable Dienda,
maybe you can help the Colleague.

HON DIENDA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable Manjst
| can bring the medical card of my grandchild herehow you. She had
a fever and we went to Katutura Hospital at 16:08t 22:00, in the
evening, | was told that | must wait, with her hifgver, because the
queues were long. | told them this is an emergency It was not
something that has come a long way, however, Italdso wait, and only
at 03:00 in the morning, | was assisted for thst fime. An appendix
emergency operation was carried out on that 8 gkachild at 06:00 in
the morning. That child was crying, her tempematwas so high and she
was vomiting all the time. It was an emergency, they still told me to
wait in the queue. That is why | am saying theynma distinguish
between emergencies and casualties. There weptepstiing with open
wounds, and | felt that that could have waited,abse they were just
there for cleaning and dressing purposgstervention)

HON SPEAKER: When was that?

HON DIENDA: The operation was carried out in November.
(Interjection)
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HON MEMBER : She cannot remember.

HON DIENDA : | can remember, because we had voted that dayasl
during the election period. It was a day of votitgcause after the
operation, | went to vote(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, Honourable Minister.

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES :
Honourable Speaker, first of all, we know that éhare long queues in our
Hospitals, | think it is a systemic issue, but inthit is fair enough to
make some distinction and not to make blind naming.

It is not fair to say that the sisters at the ChguBepartment cannot
distinguish between an emergency and casualty,libgrause my child
or my sister was operated after two, three or wiatever time in the
morning. | think this is not fair.

| want the public and the Honourable Members of Hoeise to help me
pinpoint and, especially suggest what the bestilplessvays to solve
problems of these nature.

Yesterday, | responded to Honourable Venaani’s tques on issues
pertaining to cleaners. However, before the enlkhstfyear, | responded
to Honourable Van Den Heever questions — they cetalyl contradicted
each other.

In fact, | came late today, because | was at Kedwuitlospital this morning.

The hospital and the casualty look much cleaner afe had a trial to see
how things would work out.
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| understand that it is the Business of Parliamand | am getting
increasingly irritated, because | am not a pohincby training, however, |
think, if we really and truly have the interesttbifs country at heart, we
should refrain from saying certain things — remembhbe public is
listening to us, they are watching us. | know tiast need to score
political points sometimes, but the moment we $&t the sister cannot
differentiate between an emergency and casualtydémoralising. | was
at the Hospital and Sister Van Wyk who worked thesiace | was in
Standard in 6 at &bra is still there, and for someone to say that she
cannot distinguish between an emergency and cgsutlleaves me
dumbfounded.

It may be a political language, but it sends a detefy wrong message to
the public. If you say our systems are such thatwait too long, | agree
with you, and part of the reason why | agreed tm&do the Ministry is to

see if we can resolve some of these matters. malithave any aspirations
to advance my political career, | wanted to try @ee how best we can
resolve these matters.

Health is one of the very complicated Sectors, bgeait deals with
people’s lives. Let us, therefore, not worsenditgation with our jargon,
because the public is watching us, and they beldvwat we say. It is just
a plea to the Honourables Members. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Please lend your willingness and listening earthé
Honourable Minister’s plea. | think this is somaththat all of us have to
accept that we need to intervene immediately ireoitd improve the
system. Honourable Member, please continue.

HON DIENDA : Honourable Speaker, the public out there is grgbout
these issues everyday and we respond here antatahese are rumours.
| am just standing here to say these are not rusndtthappens to us
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whether you are Member of Parliament or whoeveese¢hthings are
happening. Some of us are experiencing thesedlonga daily basis. |
cannot compromise my principle when it comes tolifieeof my child. |
will not, | will speak out about it(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: No, no, we are not saying we should not speakiiab
it. We are simply saying, as soon as you wentuthinothat experience,
you could have taken that up immediately — brindgimaf to the attention
of the relevant people within the Ministry.

We are with you and do not want you to compromiee liealth of your
child. Please continue.

HON DIENDA: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. On Health
(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, Honourable Minister.

HON MINISTER OF SPORT, YOUTH AND NATIONAL
SERVICE: Can | ask my Honourable Sister just a small qoesjust a
tiny one.

HON DIENDA : Yes, go ahead.

264



10 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON DIENDA

HON MINISTER OF SPORT, YOUTH AND NATIONAL
SERVICE: Thank you, Honourable Member.

You mentioned that you cannot compromise your fplacis that true?
(Intervention)

HON DIENDA : When it comes to my child’s life, yes.

HON MINISTER OF SPORT, YOUTH AND NATIONAL
SERVICE: Honourable Dienda, some years back, you werengaw
this Chamber that you cannot compromise the priesipf CoD — when
you were here as a Member of Cdlaughter) And you compromised
your CoD membership two ago. You were in that veasyne seat as a
member of CoD and now are sayind eannot compromiseagain. You
were talking to Speaker Theo-Ben then.

Which compromiseshould one believe now, if you compromised your
CoD membership and now you are seating in this Blaumsthe ticket of
the DTA?

HON DIENDA: Honourable Speaker, the Honourable Member must
learn to tell the truth, | do not want to say tlleev word.

| said, and | will say it again, and again untdi¢ — | was not born in any
Political Party and | will not die in any PoliticRlarty, if need be. | said it
and | will say it again. Do not come and twist vgrds.

HON SPEAKER: Let us continue please.
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HON DIENDA: Honourable Speaker, | have noticed with concern
(interjection) | am still with the Ministry of Health, can yownwait? |

will come to Defence, ITC and all the othef$nterjection) That is why |
like you, you at least manage to make us laugh.

| have noticed with concern that the Ministry tasgior three indicators
are Malaria, TB and HIV/AIDS, according to this lktei. Honourable
Speaker, | would like to invite the Minister of Himato table in this
august House the latest statistics on the causdsath for the past five
years in Namibia. One would be surprised, to roti@at the diseases like
Cancer, Diabetes, High Blood Pressure, Stroke ahthk you call them
Non-Communicable Diseases, | am not a Medical Expénhose that are
not transferable — just to mention a few, are tseakes that are taking the
lives of the majority of our people. | thought yowere done
(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order, and before the Point of Ordear we
do away with the tea break? No, compromise ondadreak?

HON MEMBERS: No, no compromise!

HON SPEAKER: Yes, Honourable Minister.

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES :
Honourable Speaker, | do not know, | though pditis a science, but
where do we obtain all this information nowad@yservention)
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HON DIENDA : Come again, Honourable Member?

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : | mean
where obtain our references from?

You know, it is so clear, even yesterday it washiea Newspaper that for
the last ten or so consecutive years, HIV/AIDS lbesn the leading cause
of death in Namibia, followed by Upper or Lower Resatory Tract
Infection, and then by Cardiovascular Diseasegadiss like stroke, heart
attack, and then comes Malignancies, common of hwigcskin, breasts,
cervical and prostate cancer.

Now where do we get these statistics from?

HON MEMBER : They manufacture them!

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : Where
do we get this from? It is so easy to find thiformation, even on the
WHO website? It is clear, we have data and we Iastict Information
Systems. We can provide you with these studies.

Honourable Speaker, | fully agree with your rem#dréit we sometimes
just need to maybe liaise with each other. My dsaalways open, just
come in, ask and we will be happy to assist yosted of bringing wrong
information to Parliament.

It is wrong to say that NCDs or Non-Communicablesdaises are the
leading cause of death in Namibia, not in Namibiat, in the developed
countries such as the United States of AmericathadJnited Kingdom

maybe, because they do not have high prevalenidéof And you know
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very well that 70% or more of HIV prevalence isSab-Sahara Africa.
That is actually what causes problems.

Obviously, AIDS is associated with other diseasehiclv cause
complications, but HIV/AIDS related diseases renthaleading cause of
death in our country. This is not to say that NGmmmunicable Diseases
are not increasing or are not there, they are thatkyou may find that
these are conglomerated national statistics. ufgmto Katutura and pick
up statistics of the leading causes of death, litaM@arly not be the same
as in Ludwigsdorf, because there are probably efesver cases in
Ludwigsdorf than, for instance, in Shandumbala. wekleer, overall —
nationally, HIV/AIDS is a leading cause of death.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you for that that clarification. Can weake
progress, because | think the majority of you dreaay looking for a tea
break. Do we continue?

HON MEMBERS: Yes!

HON SPEAKER: Since today is the last day of the General Delvage
need to conclude — we need to cover everybody.ad going to risk
continuing, so that we can allow each and everyladgpportunity. Yes,
Honourable Member, | am sorry, continue please.

HON DIENDA : No problem Honourable Speaker. Honourable Sgreak
the Ministry of Information and Communication Teoklogy is
responsible for creating awareness on Governmengr®nmes and
Activities. | will really appreciate it if we came educated via Radio and
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TV Programmes regarding these dangerous diseas¢sl thave just
mentioned. These days, one will be diagnosed @#&hcer and within 8
months, you will hear that the person has diedygfessive Cancer.

What does it mean, Honourable Speaker? We as @n\are not
properly informed and educated on the causes aatnient of these
diseases.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the cosaetating to this
Ministry are many, but | will touch on the rest thiem in more detail
when we will be discussing its Vote.

Honourable Speaker, oBducation (interjection) Ekskuus,you are a
teacher by professigiaughter)

This is a topic that is so close to my heart. e gaying goes “Once a
teacher, always a teacher.1t is true that the Ministry of Education, Arts
and Culture always receive the biggest chuck ofBhdget. We agree
with it, but the truth of the matter is that halff this Budget allocation
goes towards salary and | can guarantee you tddiayourable Speaker,
as we are speaking, many teachers are not satwiiedheir salaries, as
the regrading system that was used does not mha&hedxperience and
gualifications. | will elaborate on this duringethCommittee Stage,
however, | want to congratulate the Governmenttlierprovision of free
Secondary Education. Thank you for a job well dod®w our children
can attend school.

I will now address an issue that | referred to Gsality Education.
Honourable Speaker, this year, as in previous y&&k8/1COL could not
accommodate all the Grade 10 and Grade 12 failutess said that —
“Idle Hands are the Devil's Playground.” The Schools are full and
NAMCOL is full, which leads to children being sdntthe street to either
become pregnant or get involved in criminal adegt

Honourable Speaker, are we planning to fail or dofail to plan? So
much is invested in Education every year, but tput does not
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correspond with the input. Is it not time that eensider bringing back
the Supplementary Examinations that was commortipeaguring the old
Academic System, which allowed learners who did patgress from
Grade 10 and Grade 12 to sit for exams in Januestgad of having to
wait for the next year to come to an end. Thigesyss not uncommon to
us and is also followed by the majority of Tertidnstitutions over the
world.

Honourable Speaker, allow me to talk ab&aicial Grants — | was the
watching NBC news on Sunday evening and they napart on a 14 year
old disabled child, who is being taken care of s/rhother. The mother
in the interview informed the Nation about the &dvades of taking care of
him and also how difficult it is for her to getalftime job.

Honourable Members, we have a lot of mothers like who are being
challenged by this situation daily. My requeststhto the Honourable
Minister of Finance is to look into Foster Care @safor such parents.
This will not only put food on the table, but wallso help the parent to do
a greater job for her child. | cannot say muchualibe increase of the
Old Age Pension with N$100.00 per month, becaukedppreciate it.

Just for your information, we must not forget thet do not have pro-poor
or pro-pensioner shops in Namibia. All the shbpse the same prices
for all its citizens, and with the prices of alldimgoods going up at a fast
pace, one wonders whether the increase of N$1(&e0@nonth will not
just be consumed by the increasing cost of basadg@and services.
(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AND COOPERATION [HON HINDA] : Honourable Speaker, | would
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like to ask whether the Honourable Member is noarawthat the Spar
Shops have a special discount for pensioners, \&bereyou are a
pensioner, you can shop and pay at specific paytp@here you receive
a discount, and | believe that there are manyratheps which provide
the same for the old aged members of our society.

Therefore, | think the Honourable Member shouldrapiate it, we should
avoid making general allegations on things that hage not properly
researched.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you.

HON DIENDA : Honourable Speaker, | will have my say on thikjsct
matter.

With the prices of all basic goods going up at st faace, one wonders
whether the increase of N$100 per month will nat joe swallowed by
the increasing cost of basic goods and services.

Another issue of concern, Honourable Speaker, & td people,
especially in the rural areas, are receiving tpemsions under trees and
there are no formal structures set up to accomraiti@m. At the very
least, the company tasked with paying Pension Grahbuld be required
to put up temporary structures when they are paguigsuch payments,
especially given that such contracts are tendesedver a longer period,
thus they can still make use of such structurestter duration of the
contract.

Under Unemployment — Honourable Speaker, according to the Ministry
of Labour, Industrial Relations and Employment @org the
unemployment rate now stands at 28%. We are nagdmough in our
country to address the issue of unemployment. ritheare becoming
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richer and the poor, poorer — why? Because thesga@ople who are

occupying high positions are the same people whosarving on two or

three different Boards as Directors. Namibia'sny@graduates and other
gualified people are either unemployed or stuckhm same position for

many years, because they do not know people aigheplaces who are

in the right positions, or they are not part of doanected elites.

The Namibian society, and particularly those whe already well-off
need to stop being selfish and allow others to alsb bread on their
tables. (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE : On a Point of Order, |
think the Honourable Member is misleading the Natxy saying, when
you do not have you will not know people at higher positionshat is a
serious accusation to the Namibian Nation.

Whether you are poor or rich, in Namibia, we knoacle other, let us,
therefore not send the message that will createedear in the minds of
the people whalo not haveand prevent them from approaching people
who occupy higher positions.

The people at higher offices are approachable éyttes that do not have
— the ones that are being referred to as poor. rnWbe are poor, it does
not mean that Venaani who has something is notoagpable. He is
approachable and Venaani being approachable, henois only
approachable to those that have something. The thiaédo not have can
also approach him.

It is, therefore, sending a wrong message to segingoositions are only
given to those who have.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Member, | am actually
conscious of the time. The list | have here isl@w. Yes, continue
please.

HON DIENDA : Please stop interrupting me. The Namibian spcand
particularly those who are already well-off, needstop being selfish and
allow others to also put bread on their tables.u ¥an implement and
develop a million Projects aimed at eradicating ggv and granting
others access to better their lives, but for agylam a small minority
continues holds the monopoly on access to resqujalesopportunities
and Government tenders, nothing will change.

Honourable Speaker, allow me to talk ab8Satial Security. | will table

a Motion later in this House regarding the SociatB8ity Commission.
However, for now, | will just briefly address orssue which has bothered
me for some time regarding Social Security.

When Social Security was introduced to the Namilpaople, | was a
Trade Unionist for NAPWU. | attended Induction Wsihops and
Seminars to familiarise myself with this new coricap the time. All

citizens are required to contribute towards SoSedurity. The idea that
was being proposed seemed fine, maybe even gotithtaime, but once
again, implementation has left a lot to be desired.

For me, Social Security has become — to borrow fésinikaans —“ n
bodemlose put,ineaning something that you are putting money vtth
no tangible effects or result. 99% of us sittiregehtoday have expired —
meaning that we or our spouses cannot make use ohaternity benefits.
Men can only benefit, if they are sick for morertithree months or after
their death. Eventually, once you claim, you cdmget that salary that
you were earning. Our heart-earned money is bemgsted in
something, which you can only benefit from once yoe dead or when
you retired. This is only a small token of appation for the
contributions you have made over all these years.
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Honourable Speaker, on thElectoral Commission (ECN) — what
surprised me the most about the ECN’s Budget isitlis higher than the
one of last year. What | cannot understand is [Hsityear and the year
before, we had Presidential and National Assembécttons, as well
Local Authorities and Regional Councils Electioespectively. One
would have expect a higher Budget Provision in ¢hgsars. Unless the
Honourable Minister of Finance is telling us th@®® of the just elected
Councillors are potential candidates for the bytbas, which in my
view cannot be the case — Honourable Speaker, geaminely confused
as to why the ECN’s Budget allocation is highes tyear.

According to theElectoral Act citizens should be allowed to register for
the elections at all times during the year, but thinot currently the case
and registration normally only takes place a fewnths before the
elections leading to long queues and frustrateéria voters who turn
away. For what Activities or Projects is the ECing this money in the
next Financial Year? Is it perhaps to pay higlteiety bills to keep their
building’s light on for 24 hours a day, throughtl year? Just go there,
you will find that 03:00 in the morning all the ltits are on. As anyone
who drives past the ECN at night will confirm, tights in that building
are never switched off.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, thank yoy much. | rest
my case.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We have such a long list. | am gding
swing from left to right and | am sure we will giétere. Honourable
Hambyuka please. You have the Floor.

HON HAMBYUKA : Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | rise
in this august House to make my contribution to 2686/2017 National
Budget as tabled by Honourable Calle Schlettwéia Minister of
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Finance.

| wish to express my profound gratitude and appitem to the entire
SWAPO Party Leadership, for steering the Namibiarus¢ in the right
direction, as entrusted by the Namibian peoplealllithe elections, which
were conducted in our country since Independerte, SWAPO Party
emerged victorious and the legacy continues.

It is my sincere hope and expectation that thissiBasof the National
Assembly will be a Session characterised by compwpose, team work,
hard-work and demonstrated commitment to our noddponsibilities as
Parliamentarians namely, to represent the Namipeople to the best of
our abilities.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, Parliarsbould be the
centre of democracy. Indeed, it should be thetheat of democracy in
Namibia. In the 2% Century, there is a growing interest, more thagr ev
before, on issues related to democracy and goodrgamce around the
world. This is a reflection of the increasing guemce of the fact that
democracy and good governance are not a luxury, finmlamental
requirements to achieve sustainable developmeherefore, Parliament
as one of the key State Institutions in a demactstem of governance,
have a critical role to play in promoting democracyl good governance.

As democratically elected representatives of theplge Parliamentarians
have the noble task to ensure that Government tedpeople and for the
people. In the performance of their key functiook legislation,
representation and oversight, Parliamentarians auistely engage in the
development and implementation of Laws, Policies &mwactices that
promote democracy and good governance. In ordars@s Lawmakers,
to continue advocating for democracy and good gwvere, we should
embrace the spirit of unity under the banner“©he Namibia, One
Nation,” which is accompanied by inclusivity in terms ohder and age.

| am hopeful that the output and impact from thiagrliBment will
culminate in the betterment of our Nation which, ageMembers of
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Parliament and our Institution can justifiably beyd of. This would be
an achievement, which will bring about radical apann our Nation’s
socio-political and economic landscape.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, like in @er Institution,
our Parliament is also faced with challenges asiddle out some of those
as follows:

» The shocking level of youth unemployment, partidylamong young
women and men aged below 35, which is a sourceepfegsion and
hopelessness that constitutes a threat to our dayoc

* Adequate provision of basic goods, services and ndieg like
housing, water, electricity, schools, hospitalsitention a few, which
still call for our attention. We are a Nation of2million people and
should win this battle during our time rather tradeferring it to the
next generation to solve it.

» Slow pace of the implementation of Capital Projettiat hampers the
pace of development in the Regions;

» Disturbing reports of corrupt practices by thos&uested to facilitate
service delivery, especially through Public Tenders

» Skills shortages in critical areas of our economy;

* Recurrent drought, which calls for a long-term tstgg;

* Gender-Based Violence, that do not seem to abate;

» Carnages on our roads, which requires not only saéety campaigns,
although important, but a serious analysis andogmection of an

unprecedented proportion in this country;

* The persistent inequality between the rich andptiw, are all reasons
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why we cannot allow ourselves to rest on our laurel this august
House.

* Reliable and long-term supply of the much needed assential
energy/electricity on which our lives so much depen

* We need to have protection measures on Infant agdlllndustries;

* We should also relook at the flooding of the locarket with cheap
retail products, which has made it impossible for local retailers to
survive.

| think there should be an agreement across atl Haes on the need for
a formula to distribute resources equitably acrBsgions in order to
address the inequality that exist among Regions.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, parti@aitantion should be
paid to infrastructure development for the Regien®koad Networks,
Water  Supply, Electricity ~ Supply, Agricultural Peajs,
Telecommunication, Training Institutions, Recrea#ib Facilities, Fish
Farming, just to mention a few. These are thedetsjready areas that
can assist the Regions to address the issues aofployment, poverty,
under-development and food security.

On separate note, | wish to extend my sincere amiien to the men and
women in uniform for their relentless effort to toout crime in the

country. The Namibian Police often operate omghttBudget, but despite
their limited resources, they have demonstrateckbil@y to execute their
duties with diligence and in an effective way. r¢@ NAMPOL and other
securities operatives to continue maintaining peaee stability in our

country.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, followingprp rainfall
throughout the country, | would like to equally encage all the residents
of this country to work hard and help out the negdyple who are
affected by the drought. Let us extend our helpiagd to those in need.
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We should look out for each other, as neighbolds. Namibian should
starve as a result of hunger. We should help ow¢har in the spirit of
brotherhood and sisterhood. In this context, | Mdike to extend my
word of appreciation to the Office of the Prime Mier for putting
mechanisms in place to provide drought relief faodthe affected
citizens, as well as the Minister of Poverty Eratlan, Honourable
Zephania Kameeta for their efforts to the cause.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Membersgonclusion, | will fail in
my duty, if | do not appreciate the visionary rtiat the former Presidents
of the SWAPO Party, Comrade Dr Sam Nujoma, Comrddle
Hifikepunye Pohamba, as well as the President ef Republic of
Namibia and the SWAPO Party, Comrade Dr Hage Gng&di played,
and continue to play in this country. I, thereforengratulate them and
give them my assurance, through them to the Namil&tion, that | shall
do my level best in my national duties as a Lawmake

| feel delighted to hear and see that our curreesiBent has declared war
against hunger and poverty. This is the ideal ¢hatbrothers and sisters
died for during the Liberation Struggle of this otny. Their hope was
that, we build a Nation in which every Namibianggetjual opportunities.
This is what makes us who we are; what we areydrawe shall be.

Finally, 1 wish to thank all the electorates foreesising their democratic
Rights to choose Leaders and Parties of their ehdicing the November
2014 Parliamentary and Presidential Elections, aodsequently the
Regional and Local Authorities Elections of lasay€2015).

To those who doubted if Namibia would achieve &6Qkpresentation;
those who doubted if the Namibian Parliament wdigtd more young
people and those who doubted if the state of onnmodeacy is strong, their
answer today is -Democracy is Alive in our Parliament, Gender
Equality is at Work and Youth Empowerment is the Km

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, God blass thank you.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | have a special requeshfa

Colleague who has an immediate commitment out$ideHouse. Can |
grant the opportunity to Honourable Klazen to mhisesintervention now,
so that he can keep up with his urgent businessdsuthe House?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT [HON KLAZEN] : Thank you, Honourable Speaker,
for responding favourably to my special plea arlovdahg me to take the
Floor now.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | rise d&eva contribution
to the Debate on the 2016/2017 Budget. Let me joihers in

congratulating our Honourable Minister of Finand@pmrade Calle
Schlettwein, his Deputy Minister, Comrade Natangéete, and their
entire team in the Ministry for compiling a wellibaced Budget. There
is a saying or lyrics to a song, which goes liked &quote —You cannot

please all the people all the time, but you canagpde some people
sometime.”

Honourable Speaker, | want to make few remarkseictiucation Vote.
Comrade Minister, | am applauding you for the dfdhat your Ministry
is making to better the life of our children anddkers. Many teachers do
not want to go and teach at rural schools becauds¢he lack of
accommodation. This is being address in the Budgéér —Building of
Teachers’ Accommodation. The Ministry of Education, Arts and
Culture is also trying to assist in overcoming theusing needs for
Teachers in the country, thank you for that. k& $ame vein, schools are
being built at a rapid pace, which is being takamecof through this
Budget over the MTEF period. Due to urbanisatibe, need for schools
in towns is increasing. However, the Ministry @irty a real good job,
where sometimes, they even have the platoon sysieneed be.

| also want to compliment the Ministry of SafetydaBecurity for all the
efforts they are making to combat crime, especi@ajhgration Omakés
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an excellent example for us. Apprehending Drug I®sais also
applauded. Drugs are destroying our society and dsers and abusers
can be found in all walks of life. It is heart-Bkéng to find fathers who
have to give their pay checks to Drug Lords becdheg accounts with
these Drug Lord are sky high. When they are atdydhere is nothing to
present to their families. Children are stealingthing of value in their
houses to exchange for drugs. This evil is a catisdot of other crimes,
like robberies, housebreaking, motor vehicles fh@fstitution, to name
but a few. This is why | am supporting the allomato this Vote.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Membemdliristry of Sport, Youth
and National Services— National Youth Service is contributing to
making our youth proud citizens of our country. 04bung Namibians
recently graduated from the Civic Course at theiddal Youth Service
Training Centre in Henties Bay. His Excellency tReesident of the
Republic of Namibia, Dr. Hage. G. Geingob and ounibter of Youth
and Sport, Honourable Jerry Ekandjo, attended ekient. What is of
importance is what the Minister briefed the youtid @aold them that they
should be equipped to face the challenges they nae¢ with, by
developing their self-esteem, helping other undewilpged youth,
provide value added service to the Government aod-Glovernmental
Agencies and to provide opportunities for themselveorder to develop
life and work skills, as well as to become relialdad responsible
contributors to the economy.

Sport is known as a unifier of people, and thisinelsi me when the late
Madiba —may his souls rest in peacewore the number 6 Springbok
Jersey at the Rugby World Cup in South Africa thedr. The country
was behind their team and he succeeded in hig ééfamify his people. |
do not have to think back very far in the pastt jast year, 2015, our
Rugby Team made us proud at the World Cup in the lyKplaying
competitively at that world platform. They comptend put up a good
fights against World Champions in the likes of Néealand. Although
they lost, they were heroes at the end of the dwly aur country was
behind them.
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Our Soccer Team — the Brave Warriors — won the GOSHp last year
(2015) and most of us wore the Namibia Soccer ysisere in Parliament
to show our support for our soccer heroes, undeNgitional Team Coach
Ricardo Mannetti.

Credit should also go to our Under 19 Cricket Boybo also did us
proud by beating the mighty South African Team, wivere the

Defending Champions, in the World Cup recently imnBladesh. They
went ahead and also beat Nepal for the first tinmel aualified

automatically for the next World Cup.

Looking at boxing and many other Sport Codes, veedaing very well.
Namibia is a sleeping giant in sport with heapsuniéleveloped talent.
That is why the Ministry needs to be supportedricoairage them with
their Sport Development Programmes.

Works and Transport — the Minister and Ministry are also supported in
their progress. | want to mention a few significamlestones in this
regard:

» The 98 km Omafo-Outapi Road, which was upgradeoh faogravel to
a tarred Road and opened by His Excellency theid@mison the 28
of February, this year (2015).

 The upgrade of the road from Swakopmund via HenBay to
Kamanjab.

» The dual-carriage way planned to run behind Duni The Erongo
Region to relieve traffic from the Port of Walvis.

* The building of the new container terminal at Nampgbat has the
potential to grow the Business Sector of the cquntr

Honourable Speaker, there were remarks made iratigast House about

Namport and its Cargo turnover time. Currently danh guarantees 48
hours of turnaround time for Cargo to a destinatiogpwhere in the

281



10 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON KAFULA

SADC Region. And with the construction of the n&ADC Gateway
Port, Namport will be the most preferred Port inutbern Africa.
Therefore, all the needed support is there.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, in corah,di support the
2016/2017 Budget and | thank all the Honourable Kers for their kind
attention. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. One more urgent requesh fr
Honourable Kafula, because she has to travel itile \Wwhile. You have
the Floor.

HON KAFULA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable Speak
Honourable Members, | would like to thank you faamfing me this
opportunity to make my contribution on th&ppropriation Bill of
2016/2017. This time of the year, the Namibianiddais awaiting to hear
from us with eager and high expectations as to ktwesy will benefit
individually and in unison.

Allow me to congratulate Honourable Calle Schlethweéhe Minister of

Finance, his Deputy, Honourable Nanatangwe Ithetiehés entire capable
team, that managed to put together a well-conceBaedget for the

Financial Year 2016/2017, which is the second ameuthe Presidential
Administration of His Excellency, President Hagar@eb.

In the same vein, | wish to congratulate the Hoable Members of
Cabinet and their capable administrative teamstli@ir support and
common commitments, which made it possible forausave this Budget
being finalised within ample time, and further forplementing spending
allocation measures that support our fiscal codatbn stance.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | woutHiaguncture, like
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to say that, as Honourable Members of this augusisk, we are the
representatives of our electorate, and irrespecfwwhich Party we are
representing, the electorate is looking upon usetoe them to the best of
our abilities. | would like us all to note, withpreciation, that our
Government have put in a lot of efforts to addressnomic factors that
are within the Government’s mandate. We all knamd should
understand that we are faced with a lot of chalkshbut bear in mind that
with the limited resources, we will not be able ¢oercome these
challenges overnight.

Let us also be mindful of the National Developmilains (NDP4) that are
guided by long-term strategies. This well-congeddBudget focused on
the immediate core needs of our people namely: e®p\Eradication,

Education, Health, Infrastructural Development #relProvision of Civic

Services, to mention but a few.

Being appreciative of the national agenda of mowvimg country from
poverty to prosperity, and having studied the Madilierm Expenditures,
my focus has been attracted to the burning isstiksiived resources the
country is faced with. | have been following wikeen interest, the
allocations of most the Offices, Ministries and Ages that could not
meet their targets and indicated their challengdsle at the same time
they provided solutions on how to move forward.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, since hatngoing to be
present when some of the Votes are going to beusksd at the
Committee Stage of this Bill, allow me to singletcu few of the
Ministries concerned that | have observed have sohadlenges, and |
feel that | should do so at this point in time.

| will start with theMinistry of Home Affairs and Immigration that is
close to my heart. The Ministry is faced with sabechallenges as
stipulated under the Civil Registration. While ave several other
pressing issues at this Budget Appropriation timeust hit the ground
running on this particular urgent issue of the @emsible areas, for
example, the Kunene and Zambezi Regions. Thenigsafithe birth and
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death registrations and Identity Documents to ilizenis of this country
is miserably incomplete.

The Zambezi Region experiences the same challebgéesyith different
dynamics, as the floods come unpredictably througin or the
overflowing of the Zambezi’s river.

The inaccessibility because of the lack of infrastinre network, due to
difficult mountainous terrain, is hampering propegistration of our
people in the Kunene Region, and where there adsravailable, they
are in such a bad state such that, they are mgsteudgve when travelling
on them.

In the remote areas, such as the cattle herddiajes beyond Opuwo, the
population numbers for both births and deaths ateknown to planners
and decision makers, and also | believe it inclutiesdemographics such
as the number of men and women, the youth, therlgldand this,
therefore, makes it very difficult to determine theels of needs for these
citizens, especially for budgeting purposes. larknowledging that this
huge lack of infrastructure, and possible mobil#gources challenging
the country should be resolved to include theseoterdwellers who are
still outside civilisation.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, Nhristry of Works is
constitutionally duty bound to make those remotd almost forgotten
areas accessible, by building proper sustainalalds;ao make it possible
for the State to record these citizens who areaccbunted for, and to
bring them into the Namibian national fold — itame urgency, especially
right now when we are promoting this powerful ageraf progress,
prosperity, fighting poverty, and heeding the waken, loud and clear
message of His Excellency the President, Dr Hagengéb that —
“Namibian Should Feel Left Out.”

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, if younateaecorded in the

National Register of Namibia, then you are nottaen of this country. If
you are not a citizen of this country, you canratipipate and benefit in
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its resources. It would be illegal and criminal destribute national
resources to people who are not citizens of thiswoy. The State has to
officially recognise these people by registeringnthas Namibian citizens.
The matter is urgent. The Ministry of Works neaalget the country and
the people of these remote areas out of this dileny building the
necessary road infrastructure. Let us constriegelioads and let us make
these far-flung Namibians, part of these great trgun

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members,Mhirgstry of Health and
Social Servicesis one of the most important Ministries of any egiv
Nation. They say -a Healthy Nation is a productive NationHaving
gone through Vote 13, which summarised the assedsofighe current
Vote situation and recent past performances andh&xli on the main
challenges of the Vote under each Programme, trereertinent issues
that | would like to add.

In a few days’ time, we will be celebrating our"@ars of Independence,
with peace and stability firmly in place. Each agwery Namibian is
appreciative of these accomplishments and is redote sustain both
peace and stability for our next, equally importaleap away from
poverty to prosperity.

A healthy Nation is an unquestionable prerequifotegrowth, progress
and prosperity. We are making strides in this regan that, we are a
proud Nation with our own Medical School alreadygucing our own
Medical Doctors and Pharmacists. This is a bigudéble

accomplishment. However, Namibia still needs t&enfrther consorted
strides in the medical field.

On my list of concerns today is the lack of resesrdboth human and
capital, for our country to produce our own pharendical products. One
of the very glaring shortcomings lies in the auailisy of medication,
Namibia is still importing medication for our Phaoeutical Industry
from outside the Country.

It is unacceptable that after almost 26 years déjpendence, Namibia still
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imports its medical supplies from other countriestéad of looking into
its own natural resources potential for pharmacaufproducts that are
available across the lengths and breadths of tustcy. There is a need
to build a Pharmaceutical Plant in Namibia. Namits virtually rich in
its indigenous natural pharmaceutical products taed available in
abundant forms and are currently being appliedhiealing on a daily
basis. We can also research our own indigenoustspf@r medicinal
purposes as they are known to heal severe disgasesand discomfort.

The Ministry of and Social Services should consitte#se plants for
research purposes. We need these medicines, wdheeures, we need
relief, and it can all be accomplished. This fietdates enormous amount
of jobs and income, which we need so badly. Rewemaation is a must
as our other revenue streams such as that from SA&be drying up.
Regional and international financial markets aliZes in turmoil and we
are hugely an importing Nation. We have to resptmthese external
volatilities by investing in, and upgrading our owroduction capacities
in these areas.

With this Budget of'Pro-growth Fiscal Consolidation,”the Ministry of

Health and Social Services is presented with a polwepportunity by

this untapped potential of Namibian pharmaceutipabducts. In

cooperation with the Ministry of Industrialisationfrade and SME
Development, the Private Sector and other stakehsldhe Ministry of
Health and Social Services is poised to make tis¢ dr@ these powerful
indigenous natural gifts.

Let us save lives! Let us save the country!

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, allow neotdribute to this
equally very important Vote, Vote 32 ¢figher Education, Training

and Innovation. The mandate of the Ministry of Higher Educatamd
Innovation is to promote, develop and coordinatghdr education;
enhance access to skills through training, in ealdr technical,
vocational education and training; define and gjtleen Namibia’s
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National System of Innovation, including NamibiaResearch and
Development System.

| highly appreciate the current intervention swés in the Higher
Education field such as quality improvement, protpminding for student
and focus that is directed towards assisting théoNal Council for
Higher Education (NCHE) and the Public Higher EdiscaFramework.

| would like us to focus our attention on Trainiagd Innovation. It is
important to highlight some vital dynamics of Triaign and Innovation in
our country, and at the same time have to drawiaite of Namibians to
the importance of Training and Innovation withinr &ation’s needs, the
capacities of our people and our clarion call faogoess, poverty
eradication, as well as inclusion under the therhe- 6No Namibian
Should Feel Left Out.”(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes, on a Point of Order.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LAND REFORM : | do not want to be
rude, but | thought people have a maximum of aliduminutes to speak
and | think we have gone into 45 minutes or so now.

| am just reminding the Honourable Speaker, perligsuse of age and
so on, he forgoflaughter) That is really all | wanted to say. | support
and enjoy the Statement she is making, but justtedato remind the
Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | think the Honourable Member gat th
message. There is a hint saying that there are/ mfns, if you could
kindly come to your conclusion please.
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HON KAFULA : That is why it is good to have these youngstass,
remind us.

In my observation, training Namibians should beug®x on achieving
progress, growth and prosperity in practical wayes tshould be geared
towards achieving practical goals, in other wordsmpowering

entrepreneurs, producers and manufacturers.

Namibia’s manufacturing base and product developrfietd is vastly
open and untouched. However, we are still impgrtmer 85% of our
products for daily application and consumption. ve3al of these
consumables can be readily produced in Namibiae rBlwv materials to
do so, are available. Training Namibians to fulfie national need in
terms of consumables is possible.

In fact, the present trend of importing can ea&i®y reversed to turn
Namibia into an exporting, rather than an importidgtion. For that
reason, the training and innovation needs has tdobked at totally
differently and from a new perspective. Trainiimgovation, job creation
and SME Development go hand in hand, and indeednbetogether,
alongside entrepreneurial development. We neesktomusly direct our
attention towards these four powerhouse platformd backbones of
socio-economic progress and sustainable prospefitey are the driving
forces of our Nations’ macro and microeconomics.

We have the greatest possible number of Namibiatks potential, from
the ranks of the unemployed and the underemployedniblans,
especially among the youth. This demographicseotesn unprecedented
pool of the workforce needed in entrepreneurshimovation and
manufacturing — exactly what Namibia needs.

The argument that Namibia is a small market, ieterdent and an excuse
to invest in product development and manufacturaryl it does not hold
any validity.

Namibian should not be seen to be able to producthé local market
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only. Their productions capacity and quality miistenhanced for export
purposes. Just north of Namibia is Angola, a hdgmanding market,
which South African manufacturers, big and smaetadvantage of, and
gain valuable revenues for their country and gneatdfits lines for
themselves.

| would also like to request the Ministry of HighEducation, Training
and Innovation to look into the matter concerning gouth with inborn
talent, who are creating or fixing things, but hanee formal training so
that they are provided with official testimoniateat shows that they can
perform such work. This will enable them to secwerk which is
necessary for poverty eradication.

With these few, but many words, | support tAppropriation Bill of
2016/2017. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. | think there is one Honourable Memb
who must be thanked for his patience and | wardatp that his patience
and understanding is much appreciated by the Spedkeat Honourable
Member is Dr Mushelenga.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

AND COOPERATION: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members,
the features of the Budget presented by Honour@lalke Schiettwein
reflects a reduction in expenditure with N$1 bitljoan increase in sin
taxes and fuel levy. Furthermore, it was annourecgrthat export levies
will be introduced. Meanwhile, income and corpertixes remain intact.

In the academic field of Economics, a reduction Government
expenditure coupled with increase in taxes is dailght Fiscal Policy, as
opposed to easy Fiscal Policy, which is charaadrisy a reduction in
taxes and an increase in spending. This doesutamatically results in
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economic growth. Other supportive Macroeconomiticis should be
employed to complement the Fiscal Policy. Thesdude structural
change in trade, monetary policy, and other relaiedsures.

It is common cause in economics that the performariche economy is
determined by the Fiscal Policy and Monetary Padliat the Government
and the Central Bank put in place. The Fiscaldyaleasures adopted in
the Budget with respect to indirect taxes in teahsin taxes, are friendly
to economic growth. In its publicatioffriscal Policy and Long-term
Growth, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) states trasing direct
tax could negatively affect economic growth. Meaéite; indirect taxes,
like sin taxes, could be justified on the basisttd harmful effect that
those commodities have. Further, these can betewusighted by the
spending on Programmes that benefit poor people.

The accompanying Monetary Policy is in order, eslgcthe recent

announcement in the increase of rates by the BamMkamibia. From a
lay man’s view, such measures would not be welcomedew of the

increase in loan repayments. However, the rismtgrest have benefits
for long-term investments. More importantly, from broader macro-
economic perspective, such measures are aimedoabm®c growth.

Generally, increased rates and taxes bring dowfatioh, when such
inflation is due to demand-pull factors. Howeude type of inflation in

Namibia is the one cause by cost-push factors, lyathat firms try to

maximise their profits.

In his publication entitled “Economics for South African Student,”
Philip Mohr cautions that the reduction in spendmyj adversely affect
unemployment. | am, however, not worried, forniolw that the large
percentage of reduction in the overall expenditisemore on the
Operational Budget, with the Development Budgeticed from N$11 to
N$9 billion, from the current Financial Year to thext Financial Year.
Employment creation depends on the Development &udg

Honourable Speaker, the reduction with N$2 billmanthe Development
Budget could be offset by the ratio of the compasibf the Construction
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Industry benefiting from Government spending.

Yours truly alluded in his Doctoral Thesis entitled The economic
Diplomacy ofa Small State, the Case of Namilzhout the anomaly in
allocating a share of only one third to Namibiamdjke the Mozambican
model where 70% of the Construction Industry istie hands of
indigenous businesses. If we adopt this modeiilleefficiently address

the cost-push inflation effect with the contracdonFiscal and Monetary
Policies that we have adopted in the Budget.

Honourable Speaker, the link between policy plapnand budgeting
should be underscored. This has gained momententbe past years,
especially in developing countries. In their papatitle —“A guide to
Public Financial Management Literature,”Rebecca Simson, Natasha
Sharma and Imran Aziz recommend measures that egaired in
effective budgeting, namely maintaining fiscal ¢iice, allocating
resources in accordance with policy priorities afficiently delivering
service — value for money. Accordingly, effectadéocation of resources
is important to deal with development in both Eaoim and Social
Sectors of the economy. This should be accompanyegroper Policy
implementations.

The National Development Plan (NDP 4) lists Agriatgé, Tourism,
Manufacturing Industry and Logistics as the prioareas. Honourable
Muharukua expressed disappointment that agricultuneeglected. But
looking at the Development Budget document, therprovision for an
increase in the allocation to projects of crop,tieattural improvement
and live-stock productivity improvement, as wellpae- and post-harvest
management. The Budget is, therefore, alignetiddNDP4 — perhaps, it
is a question of — to what extent? It should, @firse, be noted that a
considerable time have lapsed since the formuladfothe NDP4, and in
the meantime, new trends developed and, therefwe, priority area
arises. For example, one of the priorities in Buglget addresses what
Lawyers would call the intervening acts of God, eanthe drought. |
applaud the prioritisation of drought relief, phagruticals and Universal
Grant for Secondary Education in the Budget.
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Honourable Speaker, let me move to Internationdhties. Trends in
the international political system signifying effortowards peaceful
cooperation have been observed. In the area deanudisarmament,
diplomatic engagements with Iran resulted in a sssful conclusion,
followed by the lifting of sanctions. Iran is Ndma’s old friend and an
important trade partner. The lifting of sanctiontberefore, adds
meaningful impetus to existing relations.

The new US’ Foreign Policy towards Cuba, anothemM&’s old friend
and ally too, is commendable. The resilience ef people of Cuba has
paid-off. They have set a good example for smadtesS to be assertive
and be true to their conviction. | salute themtfair fortitude, against all
odds. It is my wish that sooner rather than latieeye will be another
policy shift in the approach to the long-standingdtile East question.
The people of Palestine have repeatedly suffe@gen biasness on the
part of powerful forces in the international comntyrtowards Israel
continue to manifest itself in the manner that timayndle international
law-making at the United Nations Security Couneilentually subjecting
the issue to soft-law. A lasting peace is duehat tRegion and large
States, which hold the key should open the doorefdry into a yard
symbolising a destiny of peace, hope and progress.

With these words, | support the Budget for theaRmal Year 2016/2017
and the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework for teary2016/2017 to
2018/2019.1 thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much, particularly for your mogin
words about Cuba and Iran. Well done. Honour&aeaani you have
the Floor.

HON VENAANI: Thank you very much. Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Members, | maybe as a caveat, haveytthatal was moved
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by my Dear Colleague on the other side of the aigh® is walking out —
Honourable Tom Alweendo, when he started his Buddiate, talking

about the Namibia that we want to see, the futheg tve want to see.
Most of the time when we talk in this House, wekt&larty Politics,

praising each other, but we forget that the Busi{iaterjection)

HON MEMBER : Time!

HON VENAANI : | have unlimited time, that is the difference, sb
down and brace yourself.

We must talk to the tomorrow that we need to betjuéa the future
generations of this country.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, this Budgetes at a time
of increased uncertainty in the global economypvallme Honourable
speaker to delve a bit into recent economic deveé&y.

According to the IMF’s World Economic Outlook asdaped in January
2016, global growth was estimated to have grow.liypercent in 2016,
compared to 3.4 percent in 2015, mainly due to fifite consecutive
decline in the growth of emerging market and degwelp economies.
Looking forward, growth is projected to be 3.4 marcin 2016, and 3.6
percent in 2017, respectively.

The three keys issues, which continue to influethee global economy
today are:

1. The gradual slowdown and rebalancing of economiiwigcin China,

away from investment and manufacturing towards gongion and
services,
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2. Lower prices for energy and other commodities, and

3. Lastly, a gradual tightening in the Monetary Policgupled with
improving financial conditions in the United StatdsAmerica.

As expected, these three key issues also affechetbib as the economy
is estimated to have slowed down due to weaker cmiityn prices in
2015. Most minerals production is estimated toehdeclined with the
exception of gold due to falling commodity pricesdaveaker demands
for minerals from China.

South African Economic Performance

According to the January 2016 World Economic Fotujpdate, the South
African economy slowed by 1.3 percent in 2015, avil moderate
further by 0.7 percent in 2016. Key factors thall weaken growth
include: Electricity Load-shedding, Low CommodRyices, Drought and
Low Confidence among both businesses and consumEtsther, the
threat of the imminent sovereign downgrading of t8oifrica to a Junk
Status could have negative implications on the esgnthrough limited
investments and constrained borrowing abilitiexcdssive exchange rate
volatility could also negatively impact the econgnilyereby amplifying
uncertainties towards the South African economy.

The intensity of drought in South Africa and itspact on food prices
poses a risk to Namibian food situation as we impBOr percent of our
foodstuff from South Africa. This is expected taciease prices for
Namibian consumers, thereby pushing up the gendlation.

Risks to the Namibian Economy Include: Low commodity prices that
may lead to deterioration in the country’s exterpakition and exert
pressure on both the current account balance aadirtternational
reserves. Electricity supply constraints thattethin South Africa could
worsen further and spill over to the Namibian ecop@nd stifle growth.

Increasing uncertainties in the South African ecopomainly in the form
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of low growth, drought conditions and the possib#®vereign
downgrading, are likely to increase exchange ralatiity further, with
consequential effects on inflation. Finally, thegative impact of the
decline in oil prices on the Angolan economy i®ljkto have a dent on
Namibia’s growth, mainly through wholesale anditd¢tade.

It is well known that -A growing economy gives us more revenue,

borrow less, create jobs, new opportunities for thoand enable new
typesof businesses to be created. The problem is thatNgwmibian

economic growth trajectoryand this is a fact]js drastically slowing

down. | want to be on record that people are talking alsmhieving

Vision 2013, however, for us to achieve Vision 208%dr economic
growth must reach a level of 6.9 to 7.5 percenteri time that we are
growing at 4.2 Percent, we are getting farther famther from attaining
Vision 2030, because our growth trajectory cannpips/ the demand of
Vision 2030.

With this helicopter view on the global economy arghrticularly
Namibia’s key trading partners’ economietherefore, allow me to
scrutinise the current Budget tabled to Parlianenthe 28 of February
2016, with a purpose of highlighting some majoraaré¢hat will bring
about sustained and inclusive economic growth, #rvad will ensure
poverty reduction and increased prosperity to tlaenNian Nation as a
whole.

The Budget

The focus of my commentary this year, aims to dedtentions to the

issues of Budget implementation rather than fogusin the levels or

amount of money allocated to the various Ministri@sis is particularly

so given that the proportions in terms of the atmns are more or less
maintained and have been consistent over many.y8drs Budget has to
insure that public money is spent in accordancé wational priorities

and on Programmes that are effective in achievirgip objectives. Lack

of implementation, particularly on developmentgbenditure, and huge
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virements of funds being the major culprits in umii@ing the Budget
Objectives.

It is now 26 years of budgeting dominated by allmcato the Social
Sector, mainly Health, Education, etcetera. Thadris known, however,
it is the impact of the allocation to these Sectarsl Ministries in
achieving the much needed improvement in the géfiéraof ordinary

citizenry that remains elusive and leaves a ldtgt@esired.

It is not the allocation that is the problem, théoke Social Sector
Programmes, that is, Education and Health, amongerset need
overhauling. The Systems and Programmes througthwhese services
are delivered should be transformed, if they aré working. The
definition of insanity isdoing the same thing over and over and expecting
different results.

Public Expenditure

At the outset, whilst a lot still remains to be dphwould like to thank the
Government for initiating a process of down-sizthg Public Service. A
Policy direction, which | fervently encouraged antbtivated in my

Budget Speech last year and has been a consisteptpg@sition for many
years. The expenditure side of the Budget renfaicissed on the Social
Sector, however, further analysis is needed torchete the efficiency and
effectiveness of the allocations and the impacttltedse Sectors on
socioeconomic development.

Education

The Education Sector, particularly at the Second&atyool level remains
in a critical condition characterised by high faduates at the Grade 10
and Grade 12 levels. As evidenced by the 2014i6/R@sults, less than
50% of all grade 12 learners pass and less than @% with the points
required for entrance into tertiary studies.

Honourable Members, allow me to hone into the stinat composition of
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our Education System in finer detail:- what we éné@v a pyramid styled
system with many Primary Schools, fewer Junior 8daoy Schools and
even less Senior Secondary Schools.

Hypothetically, given the aforementioned, let usagme the situation
where say 90% or even 80% of all grade 1 learnecseed in passing
through the different grades and all reach grade Where will these
learners be accommodated? With the current systeem if you have the
pass rate of 80% of students in Namibia, the nexning when they pass,
they will not have schools, because the systemkasa pyramid, we have
fewer and fewer Secondary Schools to accommodatendes in our
country, and that is the structural deficiency thet need to work on.
(Interjection)

No, there are systems that can accommodate 10G%e aftudents, and |
will come to that, | will provide you with more f&m details. Given that
by design, we have lesser spaces available thesthigh you go in the
education pyramid, if a high percentage of gradeainers were to reach
grade 12, then the problem we would have is thaEocation System is
inherently designed for large chunks of all sclel@r fall out along the
way, which explains the small percentage of Seagndxhools and
Tertiary Institutions when contrasted with Prim&ghools.

The question then should not be what is wrong withsystem and why
are so many learners failing, but rather why is BEducation System
designed with failure built in to it? Critics dig capitalist ideology often
use the phrase, and | quoté’‘Poverty exists not because capitalism is
failing as an institution, but because that is hihw institution inherently
works.” Is the same not true for our Education System?

When you have a system that in Secondary Educabegins to
progressively increase the lacklustre standardshae been inculcated
into our learners since Grade 1 — and | want tolemsise this — then one
can only but deduce that failure is inevitable raf an in-built part of the
system. Why would | say this? In order to progrieem Grade 9 to 10, a
learner needs 18 points in 6 subjects. In orderagress from Grade 10
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to 11, a learner needs 23 points in 6 subjects.uRiversity entrance, that
same learner then needs 25 points in 5 subjectheserl progressive
increases point to a system that is designed tgressively sieve out
students, which also explains why the number ofi@e&econdary
Schools pale in comparison to Junior Secondary &shand Senior
Secondary Schools.

As we sit here, there are proposals once agaitheidonourable Minister
of Education, Arts and Culture, who is on recordjareling this —
increasing the total points required to pass GiHzle And this is a big
problem, we cannot teach the children to underperfm lower classes
and when they reach a certain level we want thepetéorm. We must
create that standard from the lower level. Ifploent of passing Matric is
50%, that must be the same point at all the Gragtethat that culture of
comparativeness is honed into the systéimterjection)

HON MEMBER : Why are you looking at her like that.

HON VENAANI : | am looking at Honourable (interjection)

HON MEMBER : Clara!(laughter)

HON VENAANI : ...Clara who is having a nice hat. This will\ieaus
with an even larger amount of Matric failures actia®l drop-outs who
need to be absorbed into the mainstream econonwant to refer to a
SACMEQ Report, the institution is SACMEQ — a SADQmioring
institution that rates all the Grade 6s among SAQOntries.

298



10 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON VENAANI

HON MEMBER : Can you repeat that?

HON VENAANI : It is called SACMEQ. The SACMEQ Report raises a
very important issue that we need to really look at

HON MEMBER : What year is the Report?

HON VENAANI : 2014. Namibia is behind many countries in thdOEA
Region, we are number 13 when it comes to literamymeracy and
science. Even Angola is way higher than us, gociredk the Report.

High budgetary allocations cannot and will notdidbroken system, unless
they are specifically geared towards scientificadyutinising, reviewing
and overhauling that Sector. Our Education Senweds a complete
overhaul, that | am convinced of.

Vocational Training

As a result of the systemic flaws in our Educat®ystem, Namibia
continues to produce a high amount of school lesawgho end up
unemployed and with nowhere to go and nothing to do

According to the Namibian Labour Force Survey (20d@ghducted by the
Namibia Statistics Agency (NSA), youth unemploymeate ranges from
37.8% to 41.7% for the young people between the afd5-34. Please
note that someone is not considered unemployédeyf are still in school
or studying at tertiary level.

In this regard, if the structure and reality of &ducation System is that
we produce those many drop-outs and given our Gtadailure rate,
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then the simple reality is that around 40% of couti are either unskilled
or have a low level of skills and qualificationH.is against that rationale
that | propose that Government focus should bectlickat elevating the
role and the quality of Vocational Training.

Aside from increasing its coverage, in terms oflding more training
centres, the qualifications offered by these ingtins should not only be
diversified, but should receive a similar accrddta to your more
theoretical-orientated courses at your traditionalversities, as most
graduates from Vocational Training Centres are mute ready in
comparison to most Universities graduates.

There are talks of a desire to graduate Namibia art industrialised
country. How do we achieve industrialisation, with people who are
skilled in making and building things with theirfds? One issue that |
want to raise is that the Government has so mailglibgs standing idle
throughout Namibia, if you go to Otjombinde and @&gé in the South,
you will find old unused buildings. We can transifiothese buildings in
immediate Vocational Training Centres. The infnasture is there, we
just need more trainers, and students to be ableab®orb them.
Everywhere, if you go around this country, therdd Wwe a Government
building that was used for agricultural purposeshim past, standing idle.
(Interjection)

HON MEMBER : Where?

HON VENAANI : Arikana,Otjombinde has ong@nterjection)

HON MEMBER : Is it where you come from?
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HON VENAANI: No, | do not come from Otjombinde, you know I
come from Otjituuo.

HON MEMBER : Even in Bersebal!

HON VENAANI : Yes, even in Berseba and Bethanie, all theseeplac
have Government buildings standing idle there,weadaan use them. Just
conduct your study, you will come and agree with me

Additionally, Vocational Schools have the abilitgpt only to absorb
youth who are not necessarily academically-gedsat also importantly
equip them with skills that will allow them diregtlto contribute to
Namibia’s future industrialisation, whilst at thanse time, enabling them
to earn a living and support their families, insted depending on hand-
outs or resorting to other social ills like criminactivity out of

desperation.

Focus should also be placed to the Sectors of ¢cbeoeny. Analysis
should be made to establish which Sectors need nvareational
Education and more training should then be cawigdvith those specific
Sectors in mind; which could Sectors such as matwufag and
processing, as opposed to only flooding the masktt traditional trades
such as plumbing, electricity and bricklaying.

Let me just give you one example, 26 years afterlodependence, the
GRN number plates for all Government vehicles axdpced in South
Africa. The GRN number plates are not produce llpcéut in South
Africa — are we saying that we cannot train ourgbedo be able to do
these things with security features, that we haveuh and print them in
South Africa?
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HON MEMBER : You are a businessman!

HON VENAANI : Ngampekare nadet it be that wayjinterjection)

HON MEMBER : And do you own a BEE Company?

HON VENAANI : Yes, | own a BEE Company.

HON MEMBER : Are you sure?

HON VENAANI : Yes, | am sure.

HON MEMBER : Are you not & enderpreneuperhaps?

HON VENAANI : No, | am not & enderpreneu(intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes? On a Point of Order.
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HON VENAANI : He wants to show his green suit like mine.

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :
Honourable Venaani, what about the private redistitanumbers, where
are they produced.

HON_ VENAANI : Private registration numbers are produced here i
Windhoek. There is a security feature to the GRMhner plates, but
there is no reason why that security feature cahadtoned and protected
by Namibians. That is my argument. | am sayiraj,thecause we are not
giving enough attention to Vocational Training, d8eare simple things
where Namibians could have earned millions of Dsellaver the years,
but we are giving these jobs on the shores of qikeple. These jobs are
living our country.

Let me come to the minting of coins, our coinsrarmsted in South Africa.
They come from South Africa, but because of the@ss that we need to
hone into our system — okay, for now we are minthrgm in South Africa
because of security features, but for how long wil continue minting
them in South Africa? Yes, there comes the formister of Education
(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes? On a Point of Order.

HON MBUMBA : On a Point of Information, | agree with Honourabl
Venaani that the registration numbers, whether #reygreen or yellow,
they must be produced here. It is at least somgthie can do. The
reason why the money has to be minted or printefdceurse only the
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coins are minted and the notes are printed —bi®nly a question of the
security features, our first money was printed we8en and transported
to Namibia under strict security — the problemassét up those facilities
with all that is required. All that has to be aitqd at the correct price. In
the future, there is definitely no limitation whyewecannot do it, but it is
not because we love South Africa, no.

HON VENAANI : (Interjection) There is no time, | have to move on to
poverty eradication. The man is my neighbour, hestmbehave -
Honourable Tweya, we are neighbo(lesighter)

Poverty Eradication

In terms of poverty eradication, as indicated pyasly, the creation of the
Ministry of Poverty Eradication is a step in rightection. Improving the
poverty focus of Public Expenditure Management rifeeequires that
Government understands who the poor are, in terrhssarial
characteristics or geographical concentrationsfdabtrs that move them
into or out of poverty, and how the nature of ptyes changing. It is
therefore, imperative for Parliament to scrutirise various Programmes
budgeted for and Projects that will be pursued utids Vote.

So far, we have only heard about the Food BankeBr@jom the National
Consultations that took place — which, whilst itdsgood start, it is
nonetheless in my view, a short-term measure, tresd hunger and
poverty.

What we really need is a concise blue-print, ourtinkey long term
projects with measurable and tangible results thed time-bound.
Hopefully, this will be the year we all finally getarity on how exactly it
is we will reduce or alleviate extreme poverty.

| once again, as | did in my Budget Statementyaat, would like to draw
the attention of Honourable Kameeta and this augmsse, to the plight
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of single mothers and further note that any antigpty initiatives, which
do not address the plight of single mothers - whadha large number of
Namibian homes - will result in the job only beimgif done.

However, Honourable Speaker, it is apt to say -as$ waiting in earnests
and hope that Bishop Emeritus and Minister of PgvEradication was
here — when this Ministry was created, the promises that we were
going to get an Anti-poverty Policy to be debatadhe House, but we
have not seen such. But one Policy that is worntbetstudying and
emulating is the Brazilian Policy of Bolsa Familihat took over 43
million people out of poverty in Brazil. We shouldhderstudy what has
worked and leave what has failed them, so that amr also improve
(interjection)

HON MEMBER : But they are busy doing that.

HON_ VENAANI : If they are doing that, they are not telling us.
(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Let me help you.

HON VENAANI : Yes.

HON SPEAKER: | can confirm that he Honourable Minister is busy
working on that particular Policy Document and whieis ready, it will
be brought to the House. That will provide all Members of Parliament
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an opportunity to provide their inputs and sharpe® document to an
extent that it will be ready for implementation.

| just wanted to confirm that, because | know foatsure.

HON VENAANI : Of course, you know that for sure, but | do nob\k.
(Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT [HON KLAZEN] : | have noticed that the DTA
President have a tendency of saying that it is DPlodicy whenever the
Old Age Grants have been increased.

| hope that, if we eventually introduce a Policyngar to BIG, and the
economy contracts, just as the Brazilians have hadour quarter
contraction of 1.7% consecutively, creating proldefor the Brazilians to
the effect that they have even been reducegdnio statusby Moody’s and
others(Interjection)

HON VENAANI : Are you tinkering me?Laughter)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT [HON KLAZEN] : No, no, | am sorry, | am not
tinkering the DTA Leader, Honourable Speaker.

| hope that the DTA will be man enough to claimtttizeir Economic
Policies are failed Policies that they are sellinbhe Brazilian example
was nothing, but a cash transfer Programme andeveang much of it
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already with Social Grants, OVCs and with the Vast Grants, etcetera,
there is just so much that the economy can absbhlerefore, it shows the
DTA'’s inability to understand how national econosmi@ork and it is
really sad.

HON VENAANI : Your Seniors have just confirmed that they dreaaly
understudying Bolsa Familia in Brazil and therenathing wrong with
understudying a Programménterjection)

HON MEMBER : What is the difference between study and unddysStu

HON VENAANI : Understudy means that you have not incorpordted t
system, but you are reading into it to see whathem work or not. That
is understudy.(Interjection) Let me come to you.

Honourable Speaker, please — through the SpehlkeDTA Policy that
was(Interjection)

HON MEMBER : Are you silencing the Speaker?

HON VENAANI : No, | am not silencing the Speaker, | am justipgta
caveat for him to allow me to just complete thigelbefore he intervenes.
| am not tinkering the Speaker.

The DTA Policy in our Manifesto speaks about Youwdnture Capital. |
am glad that the Ruling Party did not address tbetl Venture Capital in
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its Campaign Trails, nor in its Manifesto, butstnow included in your
Budget. Therefore, you should be man enough totkay you have
inherited it from the DTA Manifesto, which is sorhigtg progressive.
(Interjection) Yes, it is not in their Manifesto! And now theyre
changing ttHarambee, becausdintervention)

HON SPEAKER: Yes? On a Point of Order.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : Honourable Speaker, on a Point of
Order, this Honourable Member, being the Leadertld Official
Opposition should really quit this kind of politicly style in the
Parliamentary Debate.

He cannot try to suggest that a Manifesto shouldabeAction Plan
detailing individual activities that are going te bindertaken to a micro
level, so that anything that is not specificallgtet in the Manifesto, and
is implemented, is copied from the DTA, because wad did not exist
in the Manifesto.

The establishment of Venture Capital is an ided thes been under
investigation by this Government and for a numbleyears by various
Government Institutions. The decision is even @p@onsidered now after
investigations were carried out and there are d=ctar that effect.

The Honourable Member should quit playing politiggEmes to score
points, because the only vote he is going to gefroasn the other
Opposition Parties and not from SWAPQ.aughter)

HON VENAANI : The Right Honourable Prime Minister must quisth
politicking of denying realityflaughter) | had engagements and debates
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with your Party at various platforms and when weraveelling these
ideas, the people that you sent were even fightigginst the Youth
Venture Capital, so now that it is there, it isrgesaid that it is not ours.
It is sometimes alright to be helped, DTA will helpu. The DTA has
done so.

Are you also denying that the DTA was the Party Was advocating for
the increase of the Old Age Pension to a Thousanidi®? Give credit to
Honourable Kaura.

In fact you were the Minister of Finance who usedet! us in this House
that -we cannot budget on the Floor and this thing carmotk because
we will not have moneygut the minute you became the Prime Minister,
you approved it.

Therefore stop your politicking (interjection) Undja kurama
(interjection) But that is not the premise of the Debate.

HON SPEAKER: Please, please!!

HON VENAANI : | want to turn my attention again to agriculturd
hope Honourable Mushelenga is here — this is witinerdudget has under
delivered. You cannot say that we are having aeetlyear consecutive
drought, 40% of jobs in this country are maintairgdthe Agricultural
Sector, but the Budget of the Ministry of Agricukudoes not read into
the dynamics that are affecting the farmers. Hdwukl we produce
food? How should we sustain cattle, if the Buddeés not speak to
subsidising and helping farmers to maintain thesedg and to maintain
our economy?

If you look at Pravin Gordhan Budget Speech, héyreéaned it very well
in his Budget Speech that for you to maintain ttenemy and to make
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sure that you maintain jobs, one of the things yleat must rescue are the
jobs in Agricultural Sector. This Budget has undetivered on that
score.

However, let us talk aboutAgriculture Modernisation and
Transformation:  We cannot build our country with an unskilled
population, without modernising and bringing newtiaives into the
Agricultural Sector.

Kavango is poor today. There are a lot of claihet Kavango is being

discriminated and a, b, c, d, but | do not wargdcahere. It is poor today,
because of the lack of an agricultural transforamain Regions that are
capable to become breadbaskets of our countryyoufgo to the rural

villages in the Northern Regions — Central, Kavari§ianene, “Four Os,”

and Zambezi, all these Regions — you will find farmmwho are finding it

difficult to put up a fence around their crop figldecause they do not
have money. The reason why people are looking afitle in those

Regions and have to bring them back at night, daily basis, is because
people do not have fences to protect their cropkst of the time the

cattle will go and roam in other people’s crop&réiore, they need to be
protected.

Kavango, for example, is still ploughing with oxe2f years after our
Independencénterjection)

HON MEMBER : There is nothing wrong with that!

HON VENAANI : There is something wrong with it. You cannotedef
that, that is indefensiblglntervention)
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HON SPEAKER: A Point or Order.

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY :
Honourable Speaker, the Honourable Leader of tHiei@fOpposition is
touching on various points, but | just want to agdge him to calm down.
| do not know why he is dancir{taughter)

HON VENAANI : | am just very passionate about agriculture.

HON SPEAKER: With due respect, Honourable Member, | have so
many people still on the list, let us be equallgssigve, because this is the
last day and if they are going to miss out, it via# unfair. 1 am just
appealing to the Honourable Member to please cdeclu

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, | am also appealing to you t
realise that | have unlimited speaking time inuase.

HON SPEAKER: No, no — not on a day like this.

HON VENAANI : | have just spoken for 14 minutes now, and | am
already been reminded. Please, Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: No, it depends on you entirely, because you can
handle it in a manner where you can conclude witmmeessarily being
interrupted, but if you are going to make commehé& will attract other
people to take the Floor, then we will be hereluh& middle of the night.

| am trying to avoid further comments — yes, i¢ thraa Point of Order?

HON ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Mr Speaker, it is just a Point of Order
and it is in relation with the terminology utilisdny the Leader of the
Opposition when he made the remark that Kavangmas, and he then
immediately said — yes, the people are talking aboeing them
marginalised or whatever word he used — | am raogesim to maybe
return to that point and put into context that poveas it has been
experienced in the country, is not an isolated even the Kavango
Regions alone. A point could arguably be made tinvate are whatever
categorisation of poverty prevailing in other Regiand that we do not
foster the wrong notion that there is either aaysttic or a deliberate
strategy as have been made by the likes of thoseamd in the media,
making those comments. | would urge the Honouraidéenber, who |
hope agrees with me, that that is an importantgtthe should avoid.
Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Can | please appeal totgou
continue and conclude?

HON VENAANI : Honourable Speaker, allow me to have my say here.
Honourable Speaker, | have already dropped two papel | want to
move rapidly to allow other Members who want toetake Floor an
opportunity to do so, but it should be borne in dnihat | must be allowed

to say what | want to say.
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It goes without saying that as an Industry or Seataich employs about
30% of the total labour force, the Agricultural 8ecremains critical to
not only to our overall socioeconomic developmdt, Agriculture will
also be a key player in the fight against unemplayinjob creation and
ultimately, poverty eradication.

This assertion is confirmed by the fact that ab@Qt percent of the
Namibian population depends directly or indireatyagriculture for their
livelihood and daily sustenance according to theiddal Household
Income and Expenditure Survey (NHIES, 2012).

Poverty cannot be alleviated without us, first afmtemost, being
conscious of Namibia’s unique socioeconomic reality reality which is
characterised by large numbers of rural-based pawpb depend directly
on Agriculture for their daily bread.

If we are to make serious progress in the battinasg poverty, then it is
imperative that we fast-track skills developmentd amodernise our
Agricultural Sector.

In this regard, | therefore, borrow from the DTA Migsto, and make the
following Agriculture Policy Proposals:

1. Quality Seeds Programmes and Projects- under this, | would
emphasise the concept of ensuring proper seedibdiiin to farmers,
both subsistence and commercial — quality seeddgia to attain a
higher yield in this area.

2. Increased Use Of Quality and Environmental-FriendlyFertilisers
—in a greater scheme of our production, we needppart the natural
recovery of the soil which tends to be perenniallyerused and
overgrazed, particularly in the rural areas, andsthcoupled with
continually low rain fall in the recent past, theilss never given a
chance to recuperate, and subsequently, the laadlesto carry less
cattle and yield less crops.
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3. Improved Irrigation versusRain-Fed Agriculture — Namibia is a
drought prone country, and for us to realise hig#ldyproductivity,
targeted efforts from Government are required toventhe whole
Sector from being rain-fed to an irrigation-suppdragriculture.

4. Building of a Buffer Zone Between Namibia and Angd —in the
northern communal Regions over 1.6 million headsatfle continue
to suffer as a result of the Agricultural Policy ielh has seen them
isolated only to markets above the Redline, and sesult they suffer
from limited access to markets and under-priciBuilding a Buffer
Zone between Namibia and Angola will go a long wayards
alleviating the difficulties experienced by farmeth of the Redline.

A fence between Angola and Namibia, will thus bk db stop cattle from
Angola to move into Namibia(Interjection) Puratena,Meatco has done
studies and found that farmers in the northern &tegare getting as little
as N$3,000.00 per ox while farmers south of theliRedre getting close
to N$9,000 per ox because of that line.

In one of the arguments | had with the former Ri&asi he said but the
people will cut the fenceand | said -Mr President, there is a fence
between the United Mexico and States, but it isanobrdinary fence that
one can cut.

HON MEMBER : That fence does not exist.

HON VENAANI : It exists.

HON MEMBER : Why does Trump want to build a wall if there is a
fence?
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HON VENAANI: Trump is a loose cannon. | am talking about the
argument. Even the Governor of Ohangwena oncetlsaidhe fence will

be cut. There are new types of fences that oneotaut. However, it is
important to know that 1.6 million heads of catdee roaming in the
northern Regions. If we give impetus to the BuZene, those farmers
will become instant millionaires from their goods.

Development of a Contemporary Drought Policy— Namibia as a
drought-prone country cannot operate on a Nati@ralght Policy that

was last reviewed in 2001, and given the currenisistent low rainfall

patterns, a new Comprehensive Policy that lookdr@tight readiness or
preparedness, instead of drought response as by puses management
matter, is long overdue. For these people who wadisturb me, please |
have been given an houfintervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order.

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : Not a
Point of Order, Point of information. The 1.6 naiil. (Intervention)

HON VENAANI : No, 1.2 million.

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES : Oh, did
you changed, it is now 1.2 million?

Now the 1.2 million heads of cattle that you atkitey about up north, are
actually scattered between Namibia and Angola. nfesy as 50% of
those heads of cattle are actually grazing in Aagorl'here is no grazing
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land in the northern Region.

| think even the Honourable Deputy Prime Ministac® mentioned in the
Chamber that if you leave Oshivelo, you can mayk of a bit of
Mangetti going up to Kavango, but the Central Nd¢réls got no grazing.

Those cattle that you say will catch higher pricas, basically cattle that
are grazing in Angola. We understand the FootMadth Disease there,
but many of the cattle there are actually in souti#ngola. | think that is
why the point about the cutting of the fence wased@ Therefore, one
has to innovate further.

HON VENAANI: Meatco has done a study and | was with them
yesterday. The Economics Committee was with Megésterday. They
confirmed that the study that they have done ihtuliand accurate — that
1.2 million cattle are roaming in the northern Regi of our country, and

if a Buffer Zone is built, we are going to proté&oem. (Interjection)

Let me tell you. | am talking about agriculturabdernisation, and |
know what | am talking about, | am a farm¢interjection)

HON MEMBER : We all know!

HON VENAANI : No, this man does not know cattle. You know
Ohangwena has an aquifer, what are doing with @wen® Even Tsumeb
has an aquifer.

We need to modernis@nterjection) No, do not worry — you are
interjecting me, and at the same you are askinganelude.
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Government Revenue

Revenue Collection Uncertainty— with the continued slowdown in the
growth of most emerging economies, as a minerakmi@gnt country,

revenue projection and outturn for Namibia remditesak. We have
already experienced the impact of the slowdownhef South African

economy and the SACU Pool which remains a key pyinsaurce for

Namibia.

The main question remains —-What are the tangible avenues that the
Minister of Finance proposes, to expand revenudectbn without
increasing the taxpayers’ burden in NamibiaWhen compared to its
peers in the Region, Namibia is on a higher mangiterms of the tax
rates, thus limiting room for any further tax rateErements. One
wonders how any additional proposed taxes will iotppae pockets of our
fellow citizens on the street.

It is against that light that | welcomed the anmmment from the
Minister of Finance to have nationwide consultagioon the issue of
Solidarity Tax. My take on this is that we needlear blue-print of the
ring-fenced projects that are meant to be finanbgdthis tax. The
understanding is that these types of taxes are deanp in nature;
therefore, projects with measurable and tangibkulte that are time-
bound should be identified and made known during tationwide
consultations, before the already heavy tax burdenindividuals is
further increased.

A central issue relating to increasing revenue cgiand finding ways to
replace the expected SACU Pool shortfalls, is impg the overall
collection efficiency of the Namibian Tax Systerspecially as it relates
to companies.

The tax burden is heavier on individuals as congbdce corporations.
Taxes on income and profits are increasingly bengnai primary source
of revenue for Government and have been growirgnaverage growth
rate of 3.5% over the last 5 years. However, imtligi Income Tax
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continues to dominate the contribution to tax reseaccounting close to
26.5% on average, while company taxes on averageuat for only
12.2% of tax revenue in Namibia. Individually, ta®venues from
individual incomes are expected to grow by an ayereate of 22%
compared to an annual growth rate of 15% on thparate taxes between
2012/2013 to 2016/2017.

Our ability to collect more tax from, especiallyultnational companies
in the Mining and Fishing Sectors is greatly hareddoy,inter alia:

a) Conferring EPZ Status and granting tax holidays dertain
multinational companies;

b) The issue of transfer pricing and equity-debt swap®ng the big
multinationals remains untracked despite the excseof theTransfer
Pricing Actof 2009; and

c) The lack of Internal Capacity and Tax Experts teniify and put
measures in place to combat the various ingenioagswwhich
businesses devise to get around paying corporatdasiness profit
taxes.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, we neetritaqy about
greater efficiency and expertise in the tax adrai®n in Namibia — tax
assessment and refunds in this country take aeragty long period to be
finalised. We need modern systems in the Revendmiristration
Department of the Government. It is interestinghtde that of the 15
SADC Countries: Namibia, Madagascar, DRC and Aagok the only
countries without Independent Revenue Authoritiedthe envisaged
Revenue Agency should be the platform for sucH@me Perhaps a step
in this direction is what is needed in order fornhlaia to optimise and
improve the overall efficiency of our tax colleatigystem — which could
in turn have a direct and positive impact on overgle streams.
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Financing of the Proposed Budget Deficit

Over the last Financial Year, we have seen an gedented growth in
Government external debt due to Eurobonds: Thee@wwent debt stock
is increasing, and it is changing in terms of wsposition. The external
debt component witnessed a huge increase due tsadimeing of the
Eurobond in 2012, and again in 2015. As of Decen@l5, the
Eurobond Debt accounted for 68.6% of the total rexetiedebt.

By nature, the Eurobonds are international comrakd®bt instruments,
thereby making them expensive due to interest aatk exchange rate
risks. However, due to the low prevailing interesties that characterise
the economic landscape over the last few years,ilNameemed to have
gotten a better deal compared to raising debt emtmestic market.

The depreciation of Rand, and by implication, thenfibia Dollar seems

to have been forgotten. The depreciation of theniden Dollar against

the major currencies also contributed to the irs@en the debt stock over
the last two Fiscal Years due to increased forbmmowing.

The critical question remains — are the proceedaggto be used on
economic productive projects that will yield retsifior its repayments. Or
its burden is passed over to the taxpayers andefufenerations. It is in
the best interest of the Nation to see key infumstrral projects not
Government buildings funded with such a rather agpe instrument.

We should not only be building Government buildinge Capital
Budgets, but also spend the money on the infrastreithat is needed to
drive the economy. If you build one new office BnMinistry, it is just
for a few months that an economic activity takeacp| but after that,
nothing happens. We should, therefore, try to djaem money on Capital
Projects where we can derive value for money.

| hope to see a clear list of projects with clearetines and their impact

assessment on improving the social-economic camditibeing made
available and presented in a very concise manhleick unreadable
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documents such as the Developmental Budgets dsemeé the purpose
and the ever-changing MTEF documents that do nfiecteprojects
continuity, makes it difficult to track the impactade and whether these
projects were indeed completed or abandoned.

Key Critical Policy Interventions Required from Government
1. Energy Projects

Lack of sufficient and reliable electricity supplmains an impediment to
Namibia’s economic growth and development. Howgvdamibia
remains endowed with plentiful sunshine and windyiclw could be
harvested to supply energy for its Nation in aausile manner.

Persistent lack of political will to take bold dsicins and invest in proper
renewable sources of energy will continue to hindbe future
industrialisation plan of the country as industriesiains without reliable
powers to carried out their activitiedt is regrettable to see that, despite
instituting measures to curb emission through tatkessame Government
backed a non-viable and non-renewable source afgensith its dire
consequences on the climate.

The same sentiments can be made with regards &r.wahe Budget is
also mum on how it intends to address the watesiscthat is going to
confront our people. We continue to preach theeséimmgs, with no
actions to address these issues that have beensviince Independence.

2. Dismal Performance of the State-Owned Enterprises ral the
Partial Listing of State-Owned Enterprises

The Minister of Finance spoke about the partiging of State-Owned
Enterprises and their dismal performance, howeweryas not very clear.
He must unequivocally tell us which State-Ownedefmnises does he
want to list on the stock exchange.

The Minister should, thus provide more informatregarding the partial
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listing of State-Owned Enterprises — key identifiéttate-Owned
Enterprises and timelines. Feedback on strategidgimelines from the
Ministry of State-Owned Enterprises will go a lom@y to clarify the
notion behind partial listings and its benefithe ordinary Namibians.

We should also re-evaluate the list of the Statex€vEnterprises and
assess which ones are a still relevant and worhtakpayers money to
continue to be funded. Those that are not essemtiheven those that are
no longer relevant should be privatised or be aldwo die a natural death
as opposed to them being on life-support for agmgéd period of time.
We cannot continue to hawen-sustainable SOEs for the sake of national
pride, or simply put, the pride such as that ofaidhal Airline. Ifitis

not sustainable, let it cease to exist.

One of the issues is Air Namibia — our Party haanbealling for Strategic
Alliances for a number of years. Our partnersonit§ Africa are already
looking at obtaining Strategic Alliances. They bakealigned South
African Airways, because it is hitting on their aoony. But what is it
that we are doing?

3. Job Creation Strategies
The need for accelerated job creation should neelea as an opportunity

or need for Government to increase its Civil Wodkde.

Government’s role is primarily to create a condacanvironment for the
Private Sector to create jobs — it is not the mfl&overnment to expand
the size of the Civil Servant Work Force, therelegulting in a huge
uncontrollable wage-bill.

We need clear feedback on implementable strategidstimelines from
the Ministry of Employment Creation.
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Conclusion and Key Recommendations

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, in cormiusi make the
following recommendations:

1. There is a need to fundamentally change the pattérrpublic
expenditure and the process by which this is detexdn There is a
need for the Ministry of Finance, as a matter @femcy to undertake
Public Expenditure Reviews to identify the needbednges and link
their outcomes to the Budget process. Public messushould
stimulate economic activity by prioritising spenglion actions that
have a direct impact on the economy.

2. Vocational Training should be prioritised as a lsgategic tool to
tackle unemployment, job creation and poverty &iligon.

3. Amendments of Regulation are required to curb #yatal flight and
funds, so that they can be used for domestic imest There is a
need to fast-track reforms that are aimed at impgvTax
Administration to bring about efficiency and efigehess in tax
services and improved revenue collection. Propdrragular analysis
on the Namibian debt situation is paramount to émier-burdening
the future generations.

One other issue that is close to my heart is thestipn of Regulation
28 of thePension Fund Act.Many of the Companies that are in our
country are taking their profits out of the counalyd we are doing
nothing to engage them or tell them that they mastvest in areas
where they have low risks and high returns in Naamibecause a lot
of money is leaving our shores that could be otlswised to
promote our economy.

Even our own pension money is better invested rieigm countries as

opposed to our own country. Therefore, the questib Regulation
27/28 of thePension Fund Ackhould be revisited to make sure that
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the money that is leaving our shores can be reiagdes home.

4. We also seem to have lost faith in the Nationalddgyment Plans and
Vision 2030, we hear less and less commitment witbry Budget
tabled. Have our aspirations changed along the?wagre we
admitting to having been poor planners, unrealetid delusional? Is
it time to go back to basics?

5. In conclusion, | would like to applaud the Ministefr Finance for an
attempt to consolidate expenditure. However, greptiority should
still be given to modernising our Agricultural Secand overhauling
our Social Sector so that the sizeable inputs wemuegin to bear
outputs.

Honourable Speaker that is my contribution to th81622017
Appropriation Bill. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable //Gowases pleas
you have been waiting patiently. You have the Eloo

HON //IGOWASES: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable
Speaker, Honourable Members of this august Hotisg,a great honour
for me to participate in this extremely importassue; our country’s
Budget. | am further honoured to have the chanceontribute to this
ground-breaking Debate and our country’s progregswth and
prosperity.

| believe that this august House is the approppé&orm where we, the
chosen Leaders of this country, work out the wilthee Namibian people,
and the future we want for our country.
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With that in mind, 1 am duty bound to respond fiost the Budget tabled
by the esteemed Honourable Calle Schlettwein Menist Finance, and
the author of this Budget before us, in generdipreel go into the nitty-
gritty specifics of it.

| have come to realise that producing a Budgehi mature, under the
current circumstances of such huge unfavourablenimates of internal
and external financial forces, is not an easy task.

| applaud Honourable Calle Schlettwein, the MinisteFinance, for a job
well done. Applying his well-known legendary, daiated and trusted
financial and fiscal knowledge, he brought the ¢ouwhat is needed at
this point in time in terms of funding the countoy development.

The first Budget that the country received underddministration of His
Excellency Dr, Hage Gottfried Geingob, under théblaoobjective of
poverty eradication and prosperity creatiblas come and gone. Taking
office, President Hage Geingob explicitly expressedl declared his
agenda base &fo Namibian Must Feel Left Outvith meaning.

His Excellency’s agenda of poverty eradication was very reason that
Namibians of all walks of live rallied behind himatook him to the State
House. Since then Namibians have been enthusisticexcited about
the eradication of their poverty and the bringingof prosperity for all.

This country’s anticipation for prosperity has beemning high ever

since, as was expected. Who can blame us? Nabadis to remain in
poverty. Everybody wants to live a happy, comfol¢aand productive
life.

With this country’s new agenda of transformatiomd athe powerful
principle of Harambee, Namibians indeed, started to feel as‘Gne
Namibia, One Nation. One People, One AimBut the stunning realities
hit Namibians back to Namibia’s differences betweka rich and the
poor, powerful and the powerless. The realitiehefmarginalised, the
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vulnerable, the poor, and the disenfranchised.

Honourable Speaker, we are back to square one .almifact, if all
calculations are taken statistically, they migltigate shockingly, that our
country has gone beyond square one, in just acd@ryear.

| say this because several devastating factors ascthe drought, the
SACU saga in which Namibia has to pay back N$3dwi)lthe regional
and international problems in financial marketsmomodities, revenue
streams and other unsavoury financial charactesisif the times have
descended upon Namibia.

And yet, the required good governance has beehart supply basically
across the entire spectrum of our country’s govezea This has been the
thorn in the flesh of this country.

It is the single most disturbing characteristicndAl insist to draw the
country’s attention back to that, refusing to relenthat loophole.

I must exhort and remind fellow Namibians, Lead#ns, Presidency, the
Private Sector, as in my belief, the previous buighgevisions where all
strong and dynamic enough to have enabled and #dilNa out of the

woods by now, and should have enabled each ang &amibian to hit

the ground running toward prosperity.

What went wrong? The Budget was there. And thdgBtuwas capable
enough to create equally respectable foundatiodsstarting points for
progress and prosperity. What went wrong? | gskra Where did it all
go wrong, that we have not made the mark towardcherished goals of
progress?

Something did go wrong. And because of that, 052016 Budget did
not reach the grassroots poverty transformationd &s a consequence, of
lack of progress toward our national goals of peop, Namibians are
still crawling under the pressure of underdevelopinaad poverty.
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Starting today, we have another chance as a cquatrgake good on the
promises of progress and growth, with this curBundget.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, we allaapplour newly
unveiled and currently operating principled® Namibian Must Be Left
Out, and yet the poor within this era of poverty eraticcaand prosperity
for all, are still getting poorer. The rich ardl gfetting richer.

| do not have a problem with people getting rjgdr se But | have a
problem with the rich getting richer at the expeon$ehe poor. And |
have a problem with the poor getting poorer. Naam® should not get
poorer. Not a single one of them. Not in this dag age. That is why |
am coming in full force for this year's“Pro-growth Fiscal
Consolidation.” The Budget speaks for the poor, the voiceless,thad
marginalised. This Budget says in my viewerough is enough.’It says
the poor have been suffering for much too long.eyTshould not suffer
any longer. Not while our national principles #émelusion, Harambee,
andNo Namibian Must Be Left Out.

The key partners and implementing agents of ounttgis objectives of
prosperity for all have disappointed Namibians wdbkt year's Budget
one more time, as they have done for the first 2&ry of our
Independence.

Let me remind us all that the Performance Contraotshe part of His
Excellency President Dr Hage Geingob with his CabiMembers, is a
great idea. This practice needs to be revisitedowsdy, and the
implementers of our national goals reinvigorated $peedy and better
service delivery.

The key Ministry, the Ministry of Poverty Eradiagati needs to deliver
according to the expectations of the poor Namilpeaple. Food Banks
and Food Security issues are not yet put in pladed point of delivery.
Meanwhile poverty crisis, starvation, hunger andinuation are all

eating away on, and destroying Namibians.
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The housing crisis is on a desperate march andasorg day-by-day, and
getting out of control, all across the country. niNlsians are in need of
descent housing in which they can raise their @il Here again, in this
regard, there has been no respectable progressheAteart of this non-
progress are the internal conflicts within the hogsdelivery Industry.
The Minister of Urban and Rural Development is edlupon here, and
reminded that thismpassehas to end and progress in housing delivery
must become the order of the day. We need to lwitigin this Fiscal
Year 2016/2017 Budget, the housing delivery fromtliplayers and
decision-makers back to square one, and back tr.ofddousing delivery
will forever remain in the pipeline as long as thisstructiveimpasse
amongst the stakeholders is left operating in thekw:

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is tthed we put our
money where our mouths are. | insist with this getd a Budget of
powerful proportions, that all stakeholders walle ttalk. The issues
which are calling our sharpest attention are cledihe solutions are
starkly glaring at us. They are calling out loaddesperate attention.

The Ministry of Industrialisation, Trade, and SME\Rlopment, as a key
partner and agent of the development and implertientaf many of the
Programmes and Projects for progress is well mosgtd. When Namibia
talks about prosperity, it is economic prosperity are focussed on. The
Ministry of Industrialisation, Trade, and SME Deweient is the
frontline stakeholder in the creation of prospefiy all. It is a well-
known fact that when you empower the people, yopawer the Nation.
When you put financial and other resources andchgths into Small and
Medium Enterprises, you empower all platforms obgoess across the
Nation. By doing so, you empower all enterprisdgjsinesses,
corporations, individuals families and finally th&ation. In this regard, a
strong call is issued out to this implementing dgém step up the
implementation process.

It is recognised that the Ministry of Industriatism, Trade, and SME

Development, which has a huge responsibility indeed general,
socioeconomic terms and specifically within thereat agenda of
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economic progress, has not come out strong to efetn this mandate.
This Ministry like all others, is receiving hundeedf millions of valuable
Namibian Dollars, for the implementation of the oty’s objectives of
progress.

What am | saying? | am saying the Ministry of Isttialisation, Trade
and SME Development has got some explaining to itoavhy some
Namibians still haveo live under these pressures of poverty while this
Ministry has the power and resources to transfdres¢ Namibians to a
better life.

And so does the Ministry of Poverty Eradication &utial Welfare as the
first row custodian of change in the fortunes @& goor, the marginalised
and the vulnerable. We need answers here.

Alongside the abovéwo frontline custodians of transformation, are the
Ministry of Labour, Industrial Relations and Emphognt Creation,
Ministry of Urban and Rural Development, which iy riew are also the
frontrunners to lead the country into prosperifyhey also, must step up
for service delivery in the direction of prospelitythis country.

The Captains of these Ministries must all standrufhis august House
and explain to the Namibian people, why they cahwtsof delivering to
the Nation, and disappointed the Namibian people.

Other Ministries are not exempted from this accahiity. They too
must account and tell the Namibian people why teethem down, in the
Fiscal Year 2015/2016.

We need visible change in this country. Transfaiomathat will make a
mark in the livesof all Namibians. As for this N$61.00 billion Buely
each recipient Ministry, and Governmeanipported entity must be held
accountable for their inability to deliver. The mters heading these
Ministries, must each add and sign a Memorandurdraferstanding in
their Performance Contracts, they have with thesiBeat, what they will
deliver towards progress. We need deliverables.n@éd results. At the
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end of this Fiscal Year, each must table in thigusti House, targeted
achieved deliverable results as a means of suecgsaccountability, on
their part, and progress and prosperity for the sdkhe Nation.

In conclusion(interjection)

HON MEMBER : Oh no, Continue!

HON //IGOWASES: We have a busy year ahead. We have Namibians to
be pulled out of poverty as a matter of urgencynd Aow, we have the
Budget to make that possible. Let us not wastaaldé time anymore.
Now is the right time that we all hit the groundchning, for the sake of
our people, and our country.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | supper8Bill and | thank
you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. You have to bear with me, | must dpiiim
one of the Leaders of the Political Parties tha eepresented here,
because | do not want to see him not partake.ti&areason, | am going
to skip my Dear Honourable Caley and call upon Hwable Kaapala to
take the Floor.

Depending on how much time you take, there is atithance for me to
have the last Honourable Member TO make a contobutYou have the
Floor.
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HON KAAPALA : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. My intervention t
this very important Budget will be very brief.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members allow meuse this

opportunity to applaud the Minister of Finance &msldistinguished team
for the effort invested on the budgetary allocationthe Financial Year
2016/2017. The projections look impressive, totbayleast.

| would also like to extend my gratitude to all tHenourable Members of
Parliament for the support they have shown for plast year, in this
august House. This is certainly a clear indicatiuat, irrespective of our
various political affiliations and facets, we hawveommon objective, that
of building the Nation as a team — each and eveaynilian, where
everybody plays their part at various levels — tight step of an all
inclusive Government

Honourable Speaker, my perspective regarding PRdltics in this
country, is that politics should have its platfoamd an audience, than to
use it when we are voted into positions of influeroy the electorate.
Party politicking has deprived the electorates frdeveloping at the
required momentum and socioeconomic growth in miawets of this
country.

Honourable Speaker, politics is both a catalyssamfioeconomic growth,
prosperity, and democracy and a time bomb of ecan@aversity and
anarchy, if misused.

Distinguished Honourable Members, it will do us arld of good, if we
desist from mal-political practice. A Nation isilbwn solid political
ideologies, it is a tool we should take cognizaoicas ambassadors of this
Nation

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, my peispscton the
budgetary allocation for the Financial Year 2016/20vill be brief. We
often hear of people employed on political groundsontrast to their
skills set and competence, be it in the Privateddex Government where
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nepotism seems to thrive. We should not condome ghactice, and

perhaps come up with a more transparent proceuirere the saying —
“it is not what you know, but who you knowgdes not exist. Employment
created through comradeship as political compemsathould desist in

this all inclusive present Government.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, we areyhtdpgi Namibia
has adopted political pluralism, which would aiccteeck and balance our
development in this country.

The issues of discrimination in this country shostiop. We are reminded
of the racial discrimination practised by the whiténority Government
before the Independence that provoked anarchy antevalution.
Namibia has a good reflection of the past in tlegard, please heed that
the Budget is for each and every Namibian son angjlater, irrespective
of their political standing, whether employed ott,nmd or young, tribal
grouping, race or ethnicity and religion — this @ all-inclusive
Government, lets act as such.

Regions should be capacitated to plan and foréoatteir people at grass
root level. We still have Regional and Local Gaweents that lack the
expertise and capacity to optimise their BudgeteraR6 years of
Independence, and this is evident at the dispafigpcioeconomic growth
from one Region to another. We need a radicat shipproach in this
regard, as stipulated in Article 10 of the Consititu of this great Nation.
The Regional Council Acbf 1992 and the Policy of Decentralisation,
which was adopted in 1998, provides implementatyuidelines and
broader citizen economic participation in decisinaking.

The Budget should encourage and amplify innovationreativity and
industrialisation by investing in our people wittoguctive ideas, this will
at the same time create employment and catalysesto development
and industrialisation we so desperately lack af6 years of
Independence. Government alone will fail with aety, if we are flying
solo.
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Entrepreneurship has driven many world economiestaodom, and |
commend Government for taking cognizance of thid avesting in

efforts to include this as one of our valued ecoicotools, however, |

have an issue with the Financial Institutions the¢ tasked with this
assignment in the way they make funds availableaspiring and

struggling business owners. The criteria empldygthese Institutions to
avail capital are rather too stringent. Many peodb not have the
financial security to obtain loans to enable thdartstheir businesses.
This should be revisited and we should look for svay relax this strict
Policies on firm and viable ideas .

Housing is a basic need; this has been privatistith has limited our

people to have access to shelter. The SWAPO Gowernhhas not put

measures in place to curb the housing prices fromggthrough the roof.

If the Honourable Members of Parliament fail toghase or rent a house,
what about an ordinary citizens? The Budget ougladdress this issue
with the urgency and the vigour it demands .

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | am cndidery
disappointed on how sport and sporting infrastngcis underfunded in
this country relative to other countries. The Sipgrindustry as we all
know, is a multibillion Dollar Industry, if well wested and groomed. We
have done little to nothing to have a slice of tmdustry to later on,
develop or nurture sporting careers at an intesnatilevel

My views on the new Parliament Building — as mahyau, | support the
idea of a new Parliament Building, and parliamentafrastructure for
Law and Policy-making. Underfunding will jeoparglithe performance
of Parliament in the county. We have a constindglaonandate to have an
oversight function under Article 59 -Rules and Procedures,
Committees and Standing Orders. We have Parliamentary Committees
struggling to reach out, because of a lack of futids needs serious
attention. It is important for the Members of Rarlent to be afforded
adequate resources to do research on importaesiskligently .

The Health Ministry has an enormous task to progudality Health Care
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to all the citizens of this country, the issue eflerrals should be revised,
and Government must ensure that everyone has amcegmlity Health
Care at regional level. How is it that quality HeaCare and Health
Infrastructures is not equally distributed to dletRegions? This is
evident in the case of the Zambezi Region and mwi8te other Regions
where patients are desperately referred to otharbgeRegions to have
access to this facilities in pickupskkiesat times. This is negligence and
dreadful. Our Health System and access theredikiewarm, efforts
should be made to upgrade it and | hope we willreskl that in this
current Budget

In conclusion, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Memhkbe Policy of
Inclusivity as adopted by this Government shouldrass théelephant in
the room,” that we do not want to hear about — the SWATF/KOET
saga. This group of people should not be discateith against, this is
what | was speaking of earlier, when | reiterateat the National Budget
allocation should cover everyone. This group imash, part of us as any
Namibian, and have contributed to development &f tountry as any
patriotic or productive citizen has done.

Let us embrace the Policy of National Reconciliatiand Harambee.
They deserve their pensions and recognition aswets, as agreed in
Resolution 435 of 1978. | thank you

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. | know that Honourable
Faustina Caley is waiting anxiously. Do you havierg one, or is it a
short one? Have a go at it.

HON CALEY : Thank you, Honourable Speaker. 1 think, wheihés a
long or short one — let us just finish it.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, | wouleltiikthank you for
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the opportunity accorded to me to contribute to 280&86/2017National
Budget, which was tabled by the Honourable MinisteFinance in this
august House. | would like to congratulate hins, beputy and the entire
team of the Ministry of Finance for tabling the Bped on time.

My intervention will focus on human resources depetent as the key
enabler for sustainable development and povertjieton.

Any Nation that has develop, developed by payingi@dar attention to
education and skills development. Namibia has ewkedged this fact,
hence, the aspiration of Vision 2030, which saysl & quote —“A
Prosperous and Industrialised Namibia, Developed Wgr Human
Resources, Enjoying Peace, Harmony and PoliticabiBty.”

Namibia’s Fourth National Development Plan (NDR¥s articulated the
institutional environment, education and skillsalte, the reduction of
extreme poverty and public infrastructure as enmabl® propel our
country to Vision 2030.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, as repegses of all our
people, we need to critically and objectively asi& tjuestion whether, as a
country, we have done enough and have strategitalgsted in human
resources and skills development to attain theratspns of Vision 2030.
The Government of Namibia must be commended fooripsing
education and training among all other prioritiapcating more than
20% of the National Budget to the two MinistrieBo be specific, N$24.5
was allocated.

However, we know for sure that 80% of the allogatgpes to salaries.
The question remains, are the financial resourdéscased to the
component of human resources and skills developrmoémur country

sufficient? Money will never be enough, that isywle are budgeting.
Education must be supported, from Early Childhdé&dmary Education,
Secondary, Higher Education, and even the Adultriag Programmes.
The stakeholders start from parents to everybodg dérives benefits
from education. A good example is what we sawhennews yesterday
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and this has to be commendable — a new vision $é¢hdbe Otjomuise
area, donated by the People’s Republic of Chinautiin the Embassy..

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, our ovdrfugction should
ensure that the resources allocated are utilisategically and efficiently
to build the human capital of our country. We mpsty particular
attention to wastage in our education and trairsggtems. We must
identify the critical inputs necessary to achievguitable, quality
education and training. Moral, ethical and accable leadership must be
provided at all levels of our Education System.

As Members of Parliament, we must ensure that admesclusive, and
equitable quality education and training, as walllifelong learning is
achieved, when we consider and approve the NatiBualget. It is
education and training that have to supply the rddsicommitted,
competitive, dedicated and hardworking human resowe need in our
respective Offices, Ministries and Agencies reggelbt, that will take the
economy of our country to the next level. To d,tlbviously money
has to be spent.

Honourable Speaker, as Lawmakers, let us be camsdimt education,
according to our Constitution and International @amtions that we have
ratified, is a basic Human Right and a basis fetaned development. It
is important to continuously remind ourselves that have obligations
under our Constitution and International Laws tosweR access to
equitable and quality education and training opputtes for all our

citizens and residents in the Republic of Namibia.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, we anegliin a globalised
world characterised by the mobility of labour arkills and global
competitiveness. Nations that are world leadedayan various spheres,
are those that are paying particular attentionutmadn resources and skills
development and are strategically investing in asde and innovation.
Nations that are not paying attention and invessimgtegically are likely
not to compete globally, and will not grow theiroeomies to eradicate
hunger and poverty.
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Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, we aragdliin the era of
technology, the global demand is high and, theegfblamibia is part of
the global village. We are acquiring knowledgeotlyh e-learning,
sending money through the Internet and e-walletdisgy documents via
email, doing business through e-banking and getiungprescription and
that of our animals through e-health, and theclisitinues.

The Minister of ICT made his Statement in this aigdouse and shared
with us his intention in terms of connectivity inrccountry and my appeal
is —let us support him for the good of this Natiddamibia does not have
a choice, if we want to be a knowledgeable globalgr and part and
parcel of a knowledge-societies, grow our economg areate decent
jobs, then we need to invest in our education amdihg systems. They
say the wealth of the country is its people. Naanghould, therefore,
produce citizens with global outlooks and with thequisite skills,
competencies, values and attitudes to contributéodal, national and
global development.

We cannot continue to rely on international exgerin all the fields at
this stage. | believe that Namibia is at a leveeme we can go global. A
good example, since we are paying attention to Exucation for All,
Namibia, through the Literacy Programme in 2013nwioe prestigious
UNESCO Confucius Prize, which was a Silver Medal atav worth
N$20,000.00. We must realise that those counthigswe are relying on
have strategically invested in human and skillsettggment to the extent
that they are able to export skills and remittantmesheir countries of
origin. | believe, we can do the same.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, in thisistugouse we form
one body with different parts. In order for thedpao be healthy and
function properly, the parts must work in unisorkeep the body vibrant.
| want to conclude by reminding ourselves that tevelopment of
Namibia lies in our collective hands and we musgiteto have
confidence and trust in all our people, in ordekeep this body vibrant.
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With this remarks, Honourable Speaker, | suppatBiill and thank you
for your attention.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much indeed. We have now covered
each and everyone who wanted to speak on this tamotopic and |
think we have done justice to everybody. Just things and then we
wrap up and move on.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HON SPEAKER: | forgot at the very beginning to announce te th
Members in this House that at the Standing Comeijtesterday, there
was a very lively discussion about:

1. A move to revive the Parliamentary Groupings ta going to be
actively involved in the activities of this Parliamt — Parliamentarians
for Global Action. This group used to be activehwvi the National
Assembly and efforts are being made to revive tttevides of this
group. Further details will be provided to the Mears in due course.

2. Secondly, the Namibia Conservation Parliamentary ucGa
(NACOPAC) will be convening an important event dre t1%" of
March 2016, next week, in the morning and it wal lhosting a group
of other Colleagues from other Parliaments — KenYyanzania,
Malawi, Uganda, Zambia and United States — as agefjuest from the
Civil Society, Development Partners, Conservatisniand the Private
Sector. The United States will be represented Hgy Ihternational
Conservation Caucus Foundation and they are haaingmportant
event here on the morning of thé™5
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The key actors in this group are Honourable Jaggdre is not here — and
Honourable Steve Bezuidenhout. A request was nihde whoever
would like to attend that meeting, is very muchacoehe.

Having said that, | would like call on the Deputynidter of Finance to
adjourn the Debate in order to facilitate a reply the Honourable
Minister of Finance next week, Tuesday.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE : Honourable Speaker,
before adjourning the House, let me briefly, thamk the Members for

their contribution, more specifically for acknowtgdg that we have been,
and are continuing to allocate the large portion cofr Budget to

Education. | would like to call on the Nation tsset us by also calling
on the learners and the students to acknowledgt@athe¢hat Government
is trying its best by continuing to allocate moueds to Education.

The Nation should, therefore, call on the studantsthe learners to study
very hard and to make use of the available resomramproving their
education, in order for us to be able to build thasintry. Without an
educated Nation, we will not be able to develop Ngemand move this
country forward.

Honourable Speaker, with these few remarks, | warthank you very
much and | am therefore, adjourning Ho(iséervention)

HON SPEAKER: No, only the Debate.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE : The Debate, until next
week Tuesday, at 14:30. Thank you very much.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Members the
House stands adjourn until Tuesday, the usual tiftenk you.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 18:20 UNTIL 2016.03.15 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affiromati

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Members, | acknowledge in the Speaker’
Gallery the presence of the esteemed Parliamengggation from the
Republic of Hungary consisting of:

1. His Excellency Dr Kvér the Speaker of the National Assembly of
Hungary accompanied by his dear wife Maria Bek&;

2. His Excellency Andras Lazlo Kiraly the AmbassadérHungary to
the Republic of Namibia and the Republic of Southca;

3. Dr Gabor Staudt — Member of Parliament;

4. Honourable Csenger-Zalan, Zsolt Member of Parliamen

5. Mr Lazl6 Veress — Chief of Speaker’s Cabinet;

6. Dr Péter Sardi — State Secretary, Director of fpréiffairs

They are all accompanied by a number of staff dotim Budapest,
Hungary and the Embassy of Hungary in Pretoria,ttSdAfrica. |
wholeheartedly welcome the Speaker, whom we al$er r® as the
President, and his delegation to the Republic ahida and particularly

for visiting us at this hour in the Chamber. Yaa all welcome.

Today the 18 of March 2016, also happen to be the National Dhy
Hungary and | offer them the warmest congratulatiand best wishes
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from the National Assembly of Namibia and from tfeople of Namibia.
Best wishes.

That said, we move on to the next important anneonant.

ANNOUNCEMENT

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Members, | have the honour to infolm a
Members of the National Assembly that Namibia Wil celebrating its
26" Independence Anniversary Celebrations in Windhaekhis Region,
on the 2% of March at the Independence Stadium, startingnfé8:00 to
13:00.

The Minister of International Relations and Coopierawishes to advise
that all the Members of the National Assembly angted to attend this
historical occasion in our national calendar fokalby a luncheon to be
held at their Hockey Field at 13:00. You are irdleexpected to honour
this invitation.

The last announcement: The Ministry of Environmamid Tourism
invites all Members of Parliament to an AwarenesssiRg Workshop.
This is to enable Members of Parliament to undedsthe Provisions of
the Environment Management Aeind measures needed to enable its
effective implementation. The Workshop is to taltace on the 18 of
March 2016, at the Windhoek Country Club Casino &wsdorts, from
09:00 until 13:00, to enable you to make your wagkdito the Chamber
on time. That concludes the various messages.

HON SPEAKER: | now call for any Petitions? Reports of Staigdor
Select Committees? Other Reports and Papers?théeslonourable
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Deputy Minister of Finance.

TABLING: REPORTS OF THE AUDITOR-GENERAL

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE : Honourable Speaker, | lay
upon Table, Reports of the Auditor-General on ticeuints of:

()] The Municipality of Swakopmund for the Financialareended 30
June 2014, and

(i) Regional Council of the //Karas Region for the Micial Year
ended 31 March 2011, 2012 and 2013.

| so Move Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Notice of Questions? Notice of Mag?
Messages from the Head of State? Ministerial States? Well, | think
we are doing well.

On that note, | will leave you in the good handsh&f Deputy Speaker to
continue with the Deliberations in the House.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Secretary will read the First Order of
the Day.

COMMITTEE STAGE — PRESIDENTIAL
REMUNERATION AND OTHER BENEFITS BILL [B.2 — 2016]
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REMUNERATION AND OTHER BENEFITS BILL
HON KAPOFI

SECRETARY: Committee Stage -Presidential Remuneration and
Other Benefits Bil[B2. — 2016].

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Minister of
Presidential Affairs Move that the Assembly gods ihe Committee?

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : | do so,
Honourable Deputy Speaker.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any objection? Who seconds? Agreed to.
| will now call on the Assistant Chief Whip to caimate the Committee
Stage, Honourable Hambyuka.

ASSEMBLY IN COMMITTEE

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE WHOLE HOUSE
COMMITTEE : Order! The Committee has to consider Bnesidential
Remuneration and other Benefits BBL.2 — 2016].

| put Clause 01. Any discussions? Any objectidkijreed to.
| put Clause 02. Any discussions? Any objectidkijreed to.

| put Clauses 03. Any discussions? Any objectidgteed to.
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| put Clauses 03, 04, 05 and 06. Any discussionsfly objection?
Agreed to.

| put Clause 07. Any discussions? Any objectidkijreed to.

| put Clause 08. Any discussions? Any objectigkireed to.

| put the Title. Any discussion? Any objectiodgreed to.

| shall report the Bill without Amendments.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, the Committee has gormugh the Bill

[B.2 — 2016] as set forth in the accompanying cepyl agreed to it
without Amendments.

ASSEMBLY RESUMES

Bill reported without Amendments.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Minister of
Presidential Affairs Move that the Bill now be read hird Time?

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : | so Move,
Honourable Deputy Speaker.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any objections? Who seconds? Agreed to.
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REMUNERATION AND OTHER BENEFITS BILL
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Any further discussions? Does the Honourable Nimief Presidential
Affairs wish to reply or say something?

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS : Yes, Honourable
Deputy Speaker. | would like to thank the Honoleddembers for their
unanimous and overwhelming support for the Bilhafk you very much.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: | now put the question that the Bill be now
read a Third Time. Any objection? Agreed to.

The Secretary will read the Bill a Third Time.

THIRD READING — PRESIDENTIAL
REMUNERATION AND OTHER BENEFITS BILL [B.2 — 2016]

SECRETARY: Presidential Remuneration and Other Benefits IR
—20186].

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Secretary will read the Second Order
of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON SECOND
READING — APPROPRIATION BILL [B.2 — 2016]
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SECRETARY: Resumption Of Debate On Second Reading
Appropriation Bill[B.2 — 2016].

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the Debate was adjourned on
Thursday, the 10of March 2016, the question before the Assembly wa
Motion by the Honourable Minister of Finance, thié Bill be read a
Second Time. The Debate was concluded. Does dnedtable Minister
wish to reply?

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : Yes, Honourable Deputy Speaker.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: You have the Floor, Honourable Minister.

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE : Honourable Deputy Speaker,
Honourable Members, Fellow Namibiansrise today, to respond to

guestions, comments and matters raised duringeherd Reading of the

2016/201Appropriation Bill and the 2016/2017 to 2018/2019 Medium-
Term Expenditure Framework.

Honourable Speaker, | listened objectively to theenventions that the
Honourable Members made on the various Policy ahdcations
proposed in the Budget.

Additionally, since the tabling of the Budget, Idhide privilege to engage
the Civil Society and the business community onBhdget Proposals in
different Regions of our country.

| held five post-budget discussion fora here inkhemas Region and
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engaged the public and the business community & Hrongo,

Ohangwena, Omusati and Oshana Regions, respectivAiyd | look

forward to the public discourse in other Regionsrduthe coming weeks
and days.

During these interactions, | had the opportunityafmpreciate how the
public largely embraced the Budget and the confideexpressed in the
Government’s track record of Public Finance Managi@m Indeed, | had
the opportunity to appreciate how Namibians asfgirmake a meaningful
contribution to national development, from the p@sste aspirations of,
for instance, theOhangwena Business Women Network Association,
aspiring to engage in collective income generaticgvities, to a fine
example of an Enterprising Namibian in the fornrRaobby Amadhila, the
owner ofRoama Gates Manufacturing Pty LitdOndangwa, specialising

in farm gates manufacturing with a good local Rétalustry outreach.

The proposals put forth during these engagememtd, the various
interventions made in this august House, refleetdbmmon aspirations
with regard to the Budget as an important Fiscdici?aool that can

unlock immense socioeconomic development opporasitfor our

country.

At the same time, the Budget Policy proposals hase benefited from
the unfettered opinion of our Credit Rating AgescieBoth Fitch and
Moody'’s Investor Services have reaffirmed our dredling position and
conferred confidence in the fiscal stance and polioterventions
proposed in the Budget before you.

Honourable Speakerduring the Second Reading of the Bill, the
Honourable Members have expressed general supportthie Bill.
Alongside this support for the Bill, good proposatsd calls for effective
budget implementation and sectoral reform inteneeisthave been made,
which will no doubt, improve the allocative effioey and spending
quality going forward.
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|, therefore, wish to thank you, the Honourable Nders, the respective
Political Parties and the public at large for thpmort and for the specific
suggestions made, which will no doubt improve theddet going
forward.

| wish to thank the representatives of the DTA -nblarable McHenry
Venaani, Honourable Muharukua, and Honourable Ciemndho are all not
present, for their input. | would like to thank hturable Maamberua,
from SWANU, who is also not here, Honourable Mueorand

Honourable !'Auxab from the UDF; Honourable Mike l&otora from

the RDP, Honourable Van Wyk from the UPM, Honoueakbapala from
the Workers Revolutionary Party and Honourable w&ses from the
Republican Party for their valuable inputs.

It will be remiss of me, if | did not thank the Hmumrable Members from
the Ruling SWAPO Party, who took the Floor to m#keir contributions
in support of theAppropriation Bill. In this regard, | would like to thank
Honourable Deputy Prime Minister, Netumbo Nandi-NMaah,
Honourable Minister Alweendo, Honourable Ministevdya, Honourable
Minister Nujoma, Honourable Deputy Minister Klazehlonourable
Deputy Minister lipumbu, Honourable Deputy Ministétushelenga,
Honourable Deputy Minister Witbooi, Honourable DgpuMinister
Simataa, Honourable Karupu, Honourable Katoma, Hoadde Caley,
Honourable Hambyuka, Honourable Kafula, Honourabbgger and
Honourable Kandumbu.

Honourable Speakethe interventions made reference to various sub-
themes of the Budget. | will respond to the questiand proposals raised
from the perspective of these sub-themes. | mayacessarily refer to
the names of the Honourable Members who intervenetthis themes, but

| hope that, with my response | will cover the ssthat they have raised.
The sub-themes made are mainly in regard to:

0] The Budget Policy Coherence with Vision 2030 Olyex;
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(i)  Macro-fiscal Projections Underpinning the Budget;
(ili)  Budgetary Allocative Efficiency;
(iv)  Spending Efficiency in the Social Sectors;

(v)  Provisions for Budget Deficit Financing and Safeglsafor Debt
Sustainability; and

(vi) Proposals Related to Public Enterprises Reformlafidstructure
Development.

COHERENCE OF BUDGET POLICY PRIORITIES AND
ALIGNMENT WITH VISION 2030

Honourable MuharukuaandHonourable Maamberuahave asked if the
Budget is back-tracking on Vision 2030 objectivesd avhether this
reflects implicit change in our Policy stance.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, to the contrary, theggu@olicy Statement,
right up front, articulates the key priorities ftve Budget and the MTEF.
The Statement articulates the priorities for acimigshared prosperity for
all Namibians, developing the skills base, eradigat poverty;
diversifying and industrialising the economy andpioving the living
standards of Namibians in an inclusive manner. s&éhare the defining
goals for Vision 2030, carried over in a more cetemway to the National
Development Goals 4 (NDP4). This is, thereforectmfirm that the
Budget has not diverted from the Vision’s objecsiveor from the targets
in the NDP4.

This Policy Coherence is embedded in the propogeddsng priorities of
the Budget. It is of Policy significance that tBeidget increasingly
provides funding for the implementation of Prograenmmitiatives to
achieve these National Goals.
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| have also emphasised that to achieve these Ndt®oals and, thus,
Vision 2030; we need to accelerate the implemeotabf the funded
Programmes, drive internal efficiency and implemdpolicy and
administrative reforms to realise value for moneg aptimise outcomes.

The thematic focus of the Budget emphasisesgtiogth and pro-poor
dimensions, which are critical elements of VisiddB3@ and the Budget
split reinforces this thematic approach. In thesyywith the forthcoming
Budget we realign our approach to emphasise outgather than merely
inputs; this concept has already taken shape vea Rerformance
Management Systems, which have been introducelderCivil Service,
and being rolled out to Parastatals.

Thus, the coherence between the Budget and Vis@80 Zyoals is
provided for in the following respect:-

* The Budget prioritises and funds interventions iflusive growth
and sustainable development, wealth creation aadedh prosperity,
poverty eradication and the improvement of socielfave as well as
improved service delivery,

* The alignment of the MTEF to NDP4 and, subsequetttly pillars of
the high-impact, “Harambee Prosperity Plan” to provide
development momentum as we transition to NDPs, and

* The National Development Plans to which the Bucget the MTEF
are aligned are a stepwise progression to achienatignal aspirations
contained in Vision 2030.

MACRO-FISCAL BUDGET PROJECTIONS

Honourable Deputy Speaker, some concerns weredramsé¢his House
regarding the accuracy of the projections for eoaoogrowth, which is
projected at 4.3 percent in light of lower growtr South Africa, which
was estimated at 0.9 percent, as well as the pegjeevenue growth that
underpins this Budgetdonourable Kavekotora, Honourable
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Muharukua and Honourable Venaanihave, in particular, spoken on
these matters.

Indeed, Honourable Deputy Speak#te South African economy has
faced a number of key constraints that do notcfiliamibia, chief among
which are load-shedding and major industrial refaiissues. In 2014,
for instance, Namibia registered a 6.4 percent @wiongrowth, compared
to 1.5 percent for South Africa, while the estindat@rresponding growth
figures for 2015 are 4.5 percent and 1.5 percespectively. Thus, there
is some level of decoupling, although comparisohsukl take into
consideration the relative sizes of the two ecoesmi

On the other hand, Namibia’s growth rate is setlbav more marginally
in the medium-term as boom cycles in constructretail and financial
services taper off. The cyclical nature of thedkects suggests a
temporary phenomenon, rather than a more permastemttural trend. It
is, of course, a dynamic environment which requardisisting to changing
circumstances.

We are of the opinion that, in spite of weak comityogbrices and
relatively slow growth in external demand, the aagninto operation of a
large-scale mining project will support decent levad economic growth.

Namibia’s output of Uranium in 2017, for exampls, projected to be
more than three times the volume produced in 2€i&nmks to the large
Open-pit mine — the Husab Uranium Mine. Gold ottusimilarly
expected to be more than triple in 2016, relatov@€@14, and that is as a
result of the opening of the B2Gold Mine near Otavithe Otjikoto
Region which will reach full production.

This considerable improvement in growth in the Mami Sector is
expected to be accompanied by an eventual reconeagriculture from
the low base created by drought, and a relativelgt slowing in growth
in major Service Sectors such as the Retail andrelal intermediation.
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Furthermore, Tourism and Export-oriented Industrége expected to
benefit considerably in 2016, from the recent dejpteon of the Namibia
Dollar.

In respect to revenue outlook and tax administnatieforms, | have

announced a broad range of tax base broadenindespkning as well as
a host of tax administration reform measures. Tak on the

establishment of a Revenue Agency — the Semi-antone Revenue
Agency, is on course with the Draft Legislation imgvbeen approved by
Cabinet. The Bill will be subjected to further fiabconsultation and

legal certification and we are gearing up to th&tdshment of the
Agency by 2017. The work to develop the Integrdie® System (ITAS)

has also progressed well and we are envisioningativeh of the new tax
system over the same calendar.

The Large Taxpayers Office has proved critical noviding efficient
services to taxpayers and we are leveraging intierred tax cooperation
to boost local capacity on matters of audit, trangbricing and tax
planning.

The Government’s forecasts for economic growth iardine with the
equivalent projections from the IMF, which fores&W% growth in 2016,
Fitch Ratings, which forecasts 4.6% growth, and o® Rating Agency,
which sees growth averaging 5% over the coming years. We are
taking a cautious approach and our prediction3%o4 which is the lowest
of all those international Rating Agencies or lgions that had projected
growth for Namibia.

In respect of SACU Revenues, there will indeed ballenging times
ahead, but the Government has already demonstitseitexibility in
coping with these conditions. Both in the Mid-YeRBeview of the
2015/2016 Budget and the Budget before you, wecarently debating
significant restraint of non-core Operational andevBlopment
Expenditure, in order to align the expenditure dite the revised revenue
outlook. Simply put, when times are relatively dber, we have shown
that we cardo more with less.
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There were also concerns raised regarding the impadow global
commodity prices on revenue, suggesting that tmpact has been
underestimated. Namibia’'s economy and the tax laseconsiderably
more diversified now than was the case in the piesiades, so that
commodity-linked revenue has fallen in relative ortgance.

The Mining Sector accounted for just 29.5% of comyptax receipts in

2014/2015, with company taxes also being signifigaless prominent

than Individual Income Tax, VAT and SACU receiptBor this reason,

we feel that the impact of low commodity prices bagn incorporated as
accurately as possible into the published revemuecésts. It is also
encouraging to note that a gradual recovery inpghees of gold and

diamonds has taken root since the beginning of 2016

With regard to the plausibility of the projected/eaue, the year-on-year
growth in revenue for Financial Year 2016/2017n$ycestimated at about
2 percent, compared to 14.2 percent achieved itaighree years. This
projected slowdown reflects the extent to which dside risks to
economic and revenue growth have been considelthe iprojections.

BUDGETARY ALLOCATION AND SPENDING EFFICIENCY IN
SOCIAL SECTORS

Honourable Deputy Speakdtpnourable Members, several interventions
were made in regard to the budgetary allocationthécSocial Sectors of
Education, Health and Housing in relation to thelidy of outcomes.

The Honourable Members, have expressed their sujpmothe priority
attention accorded to these basic enablers of ooncanic and social
development.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, indeed, the quality amtomes that are
commensurate with the levels of spending in thesedss remain a matter
of national concern. | share this concern. Thspeetive Line Ministries
are seized with the implementation of the necessafigrms. From the
Public Finance Management point of view, | havecameed in this

353



15 March 2016 SECOND READING — APPROPRIATION BILL
HON SCHLETTWEIN

Budget that we will undertake targeted Public Exjiieme Reviews,

particularly in the Social Sectors; in order to emss outcome-based
spending quality and value for money. No doubtcomes from such
fund-tracking undertakings will contribute to thgsem reforms in these
crucial Sectors.

In respect to the sector-specific measures to iwgtbe efficiency of the
systems and service delivery models, | am sure mmatHonourable
Colleagues who are heading those respective Mmsstwill during the
Committee Stage, when we discuss Votes, specificplovide the
necessary details during the discussions of theie§/

RELEVANCE OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND STATE-OWNED
ENTERPRISES IN THE BUDGET

Honourable Deputy Speaker, there is general coacoer on the need to
invest in efficient public infrastructure, espebjain the Economic and

ICT Spheres. Through interventions in this Seot@,have been able to
build good harbour and road infrastructures. Fogdis provided to

refurbish the Railway Sector as a key componemtaide facilitation and

regional integration agenda. All these is with theerall goal of the

establishment of a Logistic Hub in mind.

Concerns were raised over the risk of water shegamnd their potential
harmful impact on economic performance as well les rtieeds in the
Electricity Generation Sector.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, rwegeurity is
being addressed through the activities of the Oepant of Rural Water
Supply of the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and restry and the
operations of Namwater.

Among the many initiatives underway in this are@ Water Recycling

Programmes, improvements to treatment and reclamdécilities and
efforts to encourage lower water consumption. Dmees#on is
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furthermore emerging as a viable option in the Wa&kector. The
Honourable Minister has recently stated that emmrgeand alternative
water supply sources have been found to avoidsasan the central area.

On the Energy Sector, the capacity of some of tkistieg Power
Generation Stations has been improved and new adslewpower
generation capacity has come on stream. Goverrsriealicy stance on
this area has adopted the aim of achieving enerlipssfficiency as soon
as possible, while also diversifying our energyrees onwards toward
Solar, Wind, Hydro and Biomass Energy Generatioga®in which there
is great potential for Power Purchasing Agreemetiisreby injecting
competition and a diversified supply of energy.

As a result of the affordability concerns, the Ku@as-to-Power Project
has had to be deferred.

In these crucial utilities of electricity and wat&overnment recognises
the importance of pricing, both in ensuring thahsuomer’s interests are
kept at heart, and in maintaining the country’s petitiveness as a place
to do business.

With regard to the scarcity of serviced land ini@as Local Authorities,
the Budget proposes scaled-up allocations for lsewvicing over the
MTEF to fast-track delivery of affordable housimgline with the national
commitment in this regard. These allocations aekhted budgetary
support to various levels of Local and Traditiodalthorities, will be

made through the Ministry of Urban and Rural Depetent. | think the
Traditional Authority should be replaced by Regiofathorities as there
are various levels of Local and Regional Authositie

With respect to the operations of Public Entergideshould state that
repeated bailouts of some of these enterprisegittdasa drain on State
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Coffers, while the underperformance of others dethie public reliable

and efficient services. Hence, the ongoing revigwthe Ministry of
Public Enterprises is timely.

The proposed assessment for partial listing of sofmthese entities is
designed to reduce reliance on the Budget, regéicieacy and provide
good returns to the shareholders, while improvirggreliability of service
delivery from these entities.

ALLOCATIVE EFFICIENCY ACROSS VOTES

Several interventions were made with regard to rilative weight of
budgetary allocations to various Budget Votes.

The share of non-interest expenditure on the S@&rator has increased
by 5 percentage points to 47 percent, reflecting tBovernment’s
commitment to improving access to services in 8sgstor. In spite of the
fall in the overall non-statutory expenditure amglj the Ministry of
Education, Arts and Culture has seen its allocaties by 13.0% to what
is now at the ceiling of N$12.79 billion, and thenidtry of Health and
Social Services has likewise seen an increase @Pd10 now N$7.23
billion.

While the relative share of non-interest expenditto the Economic
Sector has moderated to 14 percent in Financiat 2046/2017 from 16
percent in Financial Year 2015/2016, this reflettts streamlining of
expenditure on non-productive outlays. Additiopalthe Economic
Sector benefits from the targeted capital budgeteagpsfers to Public
Enterprises. This is the Sector in which Publiesv&e Partnership
arrangements and the leveraging of capital fromRheate Sector can
most contribute to infrastructure development.

| concur that in order to realise o@rowth at Home Strategynd make a
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dent on poverty, improve the trade balance andlisi&atihe balance of
payments, foster domestic productive capacity, feexlrity and domestic
agro-processing, we need to, among other intermesitimprove both the
budgetary allocation and productivity in the Agticual Sector.

While the allocation to the Social Sector has bs@engthened, the
current need for expenditure consolidation requihed fiscal expansion
be curtailed in order to stabilise public debt witBustainable levels and
regain fiscal space that will subsequently allowtoasprovide optimal

funding.

It is for this reasons that allocations to othectBes have not expanded
appreciably in this Budget and over the MTEF. sltonly through this
short-term adjustment that we ensure long-termagusble operations.

As such, the allocation to the Defence Vote has bbeduced from N$7.23
billion in the Financial Year 2015/2016 to N$6.60itn proposed in the
Budget as a result of the consolidation framewdmkt, also to free up
resources to protect gains in the Social and Ecan8ectors, and without
compromising on safety and security.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, the National Defen@epsofessional force
— | think the Honourable Deputy Prime Minister hasher Statement,
very eloquently addressed that — which needs tmblkile to be able to
cover the geographical spread of our vast countrg aur adjacent
exclusive economic zone in the ocean. During timegivil national
need, the force has provided the necessary suggpsotial courses.

Additionally, Namibia — as a product of internatbnsolidarity and
support — participates in regional and internatiopaace keeping
operations for which the Defence Force plays acefitole. Clearly, the
reduction in the proposed allocation to Defence tisade-off that has to be
made, against the backdrop of an increasing neachgoove the living,
conditions of our servicemen and women.
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BUDGET DEFICIT FINANCING AND SAFEGUARDS FOR DEBT
SUSTAINABILITY

Honourable Deputy Speaker, with regard to the fuivam of the projected
Budget Deficit for Financial Year 2016/20 17, | kandicated that an

amount of US$190 million from the Eurobond procelds been set aside
to support the financing of Budget Deficit.

The remainder of the financing needs will be soditem the domestic
market and, if need be, from the regional market.

Comments have been made in regard to the growplultic debt during

the Financial Year 2015/2016. This was necesslitayethe need to meet
the budgetary commitments against the backdropweéi-than-projected
economic growth and revenue as well as the nesdgport the country’s
international reserve position. As | have stati@, expected gains in
increased exports from recent new projects anddlaed moderation in
heavy machinery imports for same projects will suppthe reserve
rebuilding efforts over the long-term.

However, this does not take away the urgent needadoelerated and
targeted measures to improve domestic productiymaaty as we go
forward.

Honourable Deputy Speakeo, conclude, allow me once again to express
my gratitude for the support shown for the Budggttle Honourable
Members and the public at large.

Significant emphasis was laid on the need for @éffeamplementation of
the Budget, Policy Reforms to amplify the impact tbe Budget on
development outcomes and innovative reforms to awgr internal
efficiency. This cannot be further re-emphasised.
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In this fiscal consolidation framework, we are edllupon to work
collaboratively for sustainable development resaltsl todo more with
less.

| may not have answered each and every questiovidodlly, but | have
attempted to cover the main topics. My Cabinetl€agjues, as | said
earlier, will surely be in the position to provideetailed clarifications,
specific to their respective Votes and Sectors,nulve have reached the
Committee Stage.

With these remarks, Honourable Deputy Speaker, Hi@nbe Memberd,
thank you all for your support for thppropriation Bill of the Financial
Year 2016/2017. | thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you for your brief response. | now
put the question that the Bill be read the SecoimdeT Any objection?
Agreed to. The Secretary will read the Bill foBacond Time.

APPROPRIATION BILL [B.1 — 2016]

SECRETARY: Appropriation Bill[B.1 — 2016].

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Secretary will now read the Third
Order of the Day.
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RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON RATIFICATION OF THE
AFRICAN CHARTER ON THE VALUES AND PRINCIPLES OF
DECENTRALISATION AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT

SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on Ratification of the Adrc
Charter on the Values and Principles of Decenatatia and Local
Development.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the Debate was adjourned on
Wednesday, the"2of March 2016, the question before the Assembly wa
a Motion by Honourable Minister of Urban and Rui¢velopment.
Honourable Van Den Heever adjourned the Debateshads not here. Is
there anyone who would like to take the Floor?

In the absence of any, does the Honourable Minigtish to reply?
Honourable Minister, do you wish to reply or adjotine Debate?

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT :
Thank you very much, Honourable Deputy Speakerthémabsence of the
Member who postponed the Debate, | have nothingdpond to, because
she was supposed to be here to either pose hetianse®r make a
contribution. Therefore, there is nothing else e to do, but to thank
you all for the support.

HON MEMBER : lyaloo! (Applause)
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is that it, you have nothing to add? Okay.
It is fine, | think | understand now.

HON MINISTER OF URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT :
Honourable Deputy Speaker, | think the Charteresy\clear. The aims
and objectives were attached to the Charter, thexef think we all have
to support the Charter and ratified it. Thank yewy much.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: | know put the questions that the Motion be
adopted. Any objection? Agreed to. This bringdaithe end of today.

We are blessed with lovely rain. On this note,duld like to ask the
Right Honourable Prime Minister, Dr Sarah KuugomgelAmadhila to

adjourn the House until Thursday, thé"f March 2016. | was informed
that there are no items on the agenda for tomorrow.

Please kindly adjourn the House until Thursday.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER : Honourable Deputy Speaker, | Move
that the House adjourns until this week, Thursday?

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes.
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RT HON PRIME MINISTER : The usual time.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The House is adjourned until
Thursday, at 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:50 UNTIL 2016.03.17 AT 14:30
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