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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS
WINDHOEK
19 MARCH 2010

The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

SECRETARY: Your Lordship, Chief Justice Shivute, Ladies and Gentlemen,
we will be calling newly elected Members in alphabetical order in groups of
ten to come to the Table to take the prescribed Oath or Affirmation as provided
in Schedule 3 of the Namibian Constitution. Once you have taken the
prescribed Oath or Affirmation and signed your Oath or Affirmation
Certificate here in front, which will also be signed by His Lordship Chief
Justice Peter Shivute, you will return to your seats. We will then proceed to
call the next group of ten until the process has been completed.

I now have the honour, to in terms of Article 55 of the Namibian Constitution,
call on His Lordship Chief Justice Peter Shivute to proceed with the swearing
in of the new Members to constitute the Fifth National Assembly of the
Republic of Namibia.

I will call the first group of ten Members: Nahas Angula, Saara Kuugongelwa-
Amadhila, Ben Amathila, Dr Moses Amweelo, Dr Chief Samuel Ankama,
Priscilla Beukes, Elifas Dingara, Jerry Ekandjo, Bernard Esau, Dr Theo-Ben
Gurirab.

OATH AND/OR AFFIRMATION BY NEWLY
ELECTED MEMBERS

CHIEF JUSTICE SHIVUTE administers the Oath/Affirmation to the
Members.

SECRETARY: I will continue with the next group of ten: Dr Hage Geingob,
Chief Justus Garoëb, Petrina Haingura, Marco Hausiku, Uahekua Herunga,
Petrus Iilonga, Willem Isaac, Dr Abraham Iyambo, Dr Nickey Iyambo,
Pendukeni Iivula-Ithana.
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19 March 2010 OATH/AFFIRMATION BY NEW MEMBERS

CHIEF JUSTICE SHIVUTE administers the Oath/Affirmation to the
Members.

SECRETARY: I will proceed with the next group of ten: Joël Kaapanda,
Elia Kaiyamo, Dr Richard Kamwi, Paulus Kapia, Loide Kasingo, Isak Katali,
Juliet Kaventuna, Dr Albert Kawana, Kazenambo Kazenambo, Lempy Lucas.

CHIEF JUSTICE SHIVUTE administers the Oath/Affirmation to the
Members.

SECRETARY: We proceed with the next ten: Usutuaije Maamberua, Sylvia
Makgone, Nangolo Mbumba, Angelika Muharukua, Alfeus Muheua, Billy
Mwaningange, Peya Mushelenga, John Mutorwa, Tommy Nambahu,
Netumbo-Nandi-Ndaitwah.

CHIEF JUSTICE SHIVUTE administers the Oath/Affirmation to the
Members.

SECRETARY: We proceed with the next ten: Alpheus !Naruseb, Dr David
Namwandi, Alexia Manombe-Ncube, Rosalia Nghidinwa, Charles Namoloh,
Immanuel Ngatjizeko, Erkki Nghimtina, Utoni Nujoma, Chief Kuaima
Riruako, Doreen Sioka.

CHIEF JUSTICE SHIVUTE administers the Oath/Affirmation to the
Members.

SECRETARY: We proceed with the next ten: Pohamba Shifeta, Ignatius
Shixwameni, Evelyn !Nawases-Tayele, Tjekero Tweya, Arnold Tjihuiko,
Simson Tjongarero, Festus Ueitele, Benjamin Ulenga, Erastus Uutoni, Piet
Van Der Walt, Lucia Witbooi.
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19 March 2010 NOMINATION OF SPEAKER
HON DR GEINGOB

CHIEF JUSTICE SHIVUTE administers the Oath/Affirmation to the
Members.

SECRETARY: I will now call on the following Members who have been
appointed, in terms of Article 32(5)(c) of our Constitution by the President of
the Republic of Namibia, His Excellency President Hifikepunye Pohamba, to
come forward for the Oath and/or Affirmation: Sophia Swartz, Maureen
Jankowski, Agnes Tjongarero, Stanley Simataa, Calle Schletwein, Prof Peter
Katjavivi.

CHIEF JUSTICE SHIVUTE administers the Oath/Affirmation to the
Members.

SECRETARY: We wish to convey a sincere word of gratitude to His
Lordship Chief Justice Peter Shivute who has taken time from his busy
schedule to conduct this swearing-in ceremony this morning. We are aware of
your other important commitments and we, therefore, release you to attend to
your other business. Thank you very much, Chief Justice.

The Assembly shall now proceed with the election of the Speaker and I now
call for nominations.

HON DR GEINGOB: Secretary of the Parliament, Honourable Members, I
would firstly like to welcome all the new Members, also the old ones who have
come back to Parliament. I would particularly like to welcome two new
Parties, the APP and SWANU. SWANU particularly is a nationalist Party and
has waited for twenty years. They say agteros kom ook in die kraal.

I stand up to nominate a Speaker who will lead us. We who have been
entrusted with this task to represent our people in this august House have a
heavy responsibility. We are very few, but we will be making laws that would
influence the lives of our people. Therefore, we need guidance. Yesterday
Honourable Gurirab, the young one, said you must debate, you must win the
argument and I was looking around for a person who can debate, who can
listen and who can win the argument. That person is a tested cadre of this
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19 March 2010 ACCEPTANCE STATEMENT
HON DR T-B GURIRAB

Party. He was made a Foreign Secretary of SWAPO. First, he replaced me at
the UN and he stayed there for a long time where he was listening, debating
and winning arguments. Then he was made a Foreign Secretary of our Party.
Again, he was listening, he is a good listener, debating and winning the
argument.

After Independence, he continued in the same field and we know that Namibia
got recognition abroad. In the first few years, we became a member of the
Security Council. There are many countries, which have been independent for
a long time, who are still trying to become members of the Security Council,
but through his negotiating skills and standing he enjoyed at the UN, we were
members of the Security Council in our second year of Independence.

Not only that, whereas we in recognition gave him the second highest post, that
of being the Prime Minister of this country, the international community
equally recognise him, that he became the first or second Southern African
President of the General Assembly of the United Nations thereafter, he chaired
that Assembly and developed what is now known as Millennium Development
Goals, which he authored.

I am talking about a tested cadre of SWAPO, tested in diplomacy, and in skills
of negotiation. He single-handedly negotiated with the Five Western Powers
on Resolution 435 and he listened, he debated and he won the case. He
brought back Walvis Bay. You know now whom I am talking about. I am
talking about none other than Right Honourable Theopoldt Benjamin Gurirab.

SECRETARY: Who seconds the Motion? Any further nominations? There
being no further nominations, I hereby have the distinct honour and privilege
to call on the Honourable Dr Theo-Ben Gurirab to take the Chair of the Fifth
National Assembly.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much, Dr Hage Gotfried Geingob for
the excellent nomination and motivation. I am most grateful.

Honourable Members, dear compatriots, guests and friends, I am immensely
grateful to the Namibian people for once again electing me on the list of the



10

19 March 2010 ACCEPTANCE STATEMENT
HON DR T B GURIRAB

SWAPO Party and I heartily thank my Party for nominating me and motivating
my candidature for re-election as Speaker of the National Assembly for the
second term. No doubt, I thank and embrace Members of the Opposition
Parties present for voting for me as well.

The voters did not directly elect me as Speaker, you did, my Party Comrades
all of you, dear Colleagues, in this august House. My principal manual of
work is the Constitution of the Republic of Namibia. As one of its authors and
among the longest serving public officials and founders of our Republic I
know the highest vision the Constitution provides for Namibia as well as the
promise of national unity, reconciliation, democracy, the Rule of Law, human
dignity, socio-economic emancipation and the commitment to protect the gains
of our long and bitter struggle for liberation and Independence. I will always
stick to these and other essential imperatives of Nation building when serving
the House and the people who have elected us.

The Assembly since 1990 has all along been home of a variety of Political
Parties. The electorate has kept alive the vision and the design of the
Constitution, making the National Assembly this hallowed House of debating
and of listening, a special place of convergence of ideas.

Election Manifestos have now become rough drafts for making transformative
laws, enlightened policies and workable manuals of ideas to end poverty,
income disparities and creating more opportunities for employment and
courageously tackling land reform and distribution.

As we however focus on these issues, we must always put the economy first.
Namibia can become a peaceful island of democracy and prosperity for all.
That is a tall order, which demands stability and hard work. We must be
courageous and forward-looking. The Majority Party has once again been
given the mandate to rule, but the Opposition Parties are entitled to be heard
and their legitimate concerns taken into consideration. That is the ideal of
democracy and peaceful co-existence. Political intolerance is unacceptable
from all sides. Accountable, performance oriented and effective Government
is what is good for the country and the people. That understanding requires
cooperation, hard work, mutual respect and efficient service delivery.

There are numerous factors affecting and shaping Namibia’s destiny. Political
dynamics and competition for public influence are relevant, but they are not as
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decisive as sustained and verifiable performance indicators of the economy.
That is our work as Public Officials today and for the long term. Economy
involves everybody and affects lives of all for better or for worse. It makes us
all members of one family.

Great Parliaments are known for legendary orators, but also of clever
Parliamentarians who have been able to get everybody across the political
divide on board to pass groundbreaking laws that saved lives, helped the poor
and opened opportunities for the youth, women and the aged. The late US
Senator Teddy Kennedy, whom I got to know very well, comes to mind. I
have also known of such Colleagues from the Ruling Party and the Opposition
over the years in this Chamber who have made constructive contributions for
the good of the country and the people. It is all about pragmatism, teamwork
and common cause in national interest. We must be able to rise to the level of
self-criticism and admit failures without looking for scapegoats. By doing that
we can only grow and get better as Members of Parliament.

Corruption is killing Africa and Namibia is no exception. Our Founding
President said this in his memorable inaugural address on the 21st of March
1990 and I quote him: “Our collective security and prosperity depend on our
unity of purpose and action. Unity is a pre-condition for peace and
development. Without peace, it is not possible for the best and talented citizens
of our country to realise their potential. These are the standards from which
all who seek to emulate us shall draw inspiration.”

Before twenty years ago the real enemies were there, they were many, strong
and of all kinds. We made it by crossing the rivers of blood and here we are,
celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Republic of Namibia. Today the
challenge is to conquer the economy. Think about it and I thank you.

SECRETARY: The House shall now proceed with the election of the
Deputy Speaker. I now call for nominations for the Deputy Speaker.
Honourable Hausiku.
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19 March 2010 NOMINATION OF DEPUTY SPEAKER
HON HAUSIKU / HON DR T-B GURIRAB

HON HAUSIKU: Thank you, Comrade Speaker. Congratulations and
welcome to the Chair of power. Colleagues, Honourable Members, I am
taking the Floor to nominate somebody amongst us as Deputy Speaker.
Comrade Speaker, looking around, I thought that my nomination should take
into consideration the promotion of gender equality. I also looked at the
sentiments expressed a few days ago by many of our Comrades and our
Members who are not going to be part of this National Assembly, who have
indicated the importance of phasing out the elders. I do not want to mention
the name, it is always referred to as grown-up politicians, but indeed, I have
also heard the sentiments of our young people and I want to assure the
Namibians at large and the youth in our country in particular with this
nomination that the policy of SWAPO and its Government is to make sure that
we bring in new blood in all sectors of our operations.

Comrade Speaker, I have known this person for years, I have known her when
she was a student, I have known her when she completed her studies in Law. I
have known her as a dedicated cadre in the Judiciary and best of all, I have
known her as a fellow unionist. Indeed, in all these aspects, with all challenges
facing her, she has proved herself to be a courageous person and ready to take
decisions when so required and not only taking decisions, but also taking
correct decisions. She has previously served as a Deputy Minister, she has
served in this Parliament for ten years, she has served in our now presently
formed African Union Parliament and all the Reports we received is that she
has been doing very well.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I am talking about nobody else than
my dear neighbour and Comrade, Loide Shigwedha Shoopala gwa Shuuya
Kasingo. Yes, Comrade Speaker, my plea is secondment and support for this
nomination. I thank you very much for your attention.

HON SPEAKER: I thank Honourable Hausiku for nominating the person I
know by her abbreviated name, Honourable Loide Kasingo. Who seconds?
Any further nominations? None. I, therefore, declare Honourable Loide
Kasingo as the duly elected Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly of the
Fifth Parliament of the Republic.

For the past 5 years I served with another lady who devoted her entire service
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during that period, Honourable Doreen Sioka, and I pay tribute to her and
thank her sincerely for all the support and understanding that she extended to
me. In my absence, she was running this House and perhaps the successes that
the last Parliament made were due to her and less to me. Now I have another
lady. Being a brother of many sisters, I feel very comfortable among women. I
congratulate you and I look forward to working closely with you.

This an interesting looking House. Comrade first Prime Minister, Dr Hage
Geingob looked at the mix and gave a commentary. All that I expect from
everyone is to adhere to some of the things that I have said, but of course, I
expect that particularly with regard to those who are first term Members of
Parliament, that you would enrich the Debate in the House. Having observed
the performance of those who have served the House all these years, you
would bring new insights, breakthrough ideas that would not only make the
business of the House effective, productive, but that you would also be
hardworking Members of the House. The rest of us are known for good things
and perhaps for me not so good things that we have done over the years. You
are newcomers and therefore we expect more from you. You need to
demonstrate and deserve the right to be in this House. We shall be watching
you, but I know that the veterans would be very ready to assist you across this
aisle and will be helpful to you. This is a House of the Ruling Party and the
Opposition. We do not bring gloves here. That is why I have this and the
Constitution to call order. I congratulate you and I welcome to the Chamber.

Before I direct you for a photo session in front of the building, the Deputy
Speaker wants to say her say. You have the Floor.

HON KASINGO: I thank you for giving me the Floor, Honourable Speaker.
First of all, I thank everybody who have spoken through the rank and file of
the Namibian citizens and through our SWAPO Party leadership to enable me
to be here, first on the Party list, secondly nominated as a candidate for Deputy
Speaker to carry out this noble task, namely to assist the Speaker to manage the
affairs the Legislative leg of the Government.

Secondly, I owe it to my mother who taught me faith, patience and taught me
that once you have decided to go in a certain direction, not to turn back. I owe
it to the spirit of my father who was sacrificed during the liberation struggle,
that his spirit is always protecting me and guiding me.
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Thank you my neighbour, my best Colleague, Honourable Marco Hausiku, and
all of you, the Vice-President of our Party, Dr Hage Geingob, Pendukeni
Iivula-Ithana, the Secretary-General, Honourable Mbumba, the Deputy
Secretary and all the Party leaders of the Opposition Parties who under a very
difficult situation have decided to be with us. I have to single out Chief
Riruako, because he is not only a lawmaker, he is also a traditional leader, a
custodian of wisdom.

Without wasting time, I believe that the success of any leader depends on the
people surrounding that person and I do not have any doubt in my mind that
you will give me the support I need. I am also very happy to serve under a
seasoned politician, a pioneer of the liberation struggle and a person who is
accommodating. Thank you, Honourable Speaker, thank you all of you and
thank you, the citizens.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Deputy Speaker for her important statement,
which is recorded. That does it for today, except that we should all from here
gather in front of the building for an official historical photo.

The House stands adjourned until 23rd March 2010, 14:30. Any objection?
Agreed to.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 10:05 UNTIL 2010.03.23 AT 14:30
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WINDHOEK
23 MARCH 2010

The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the
Affirmation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before we deliberate the issues on the Order
Paper, allow me to welcome you Honourable Members. The Speaker cannot
be here as he is attending the 120th IPU Assembly in Bangkok, Thailand. He
will be back by the 3rd of April.

Being the first day of our Session, allow me, first of all, to congratulate the
Head of State and the Government, His Excellency, Hifikepunye Pohamba,
who was sworn in on Sunday, the 21st March as the President of the Republic
of Namibia. I want to wish him strength and more wisdom from above.

In the same vein, allow me, Honourable Members, to wish the Founding
President and the Father of the Namibian Nation, Dr Sam Shafishuna Nujoma,
good health and prosperity for the years to come and that he will continue to
remain the torch of the Namibian Nation.

Furthermore, I would like to congratulate the Executive component of the
Government who have been appointed during the weekend. I congratulate you
and I would like to single out the Right Honourable Prime Minister,
Honourable Nahas Angula, and the Deputy Prime Minister, Honourable Marco
Hausiku. I would also like to congratulate all the Cabinet Ministers and
Deputy Ministers and allow me to single out a few: Dr Hage Geingob, our
Minister of Trade and Industry, Honourable Pendukeni Iivula-Ithana, in her
absence, our Minister of Justice and Honourable Nangolo Mbumba, our
Minister of Safety and Security. Allow me also to congratulate all the female
Members of Parliament, both ordinary Members of Parliament and those who
became Members of Cabinet. To my Colleagues, the pure Members of
Parliament – I call you pure Members of Parliament because you are not part
of the Executive – I congratulate you.
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I also wish you strength and wisdom from above to ensure that you exercise
your oversight function in whatever the Executive component is implementing.

Also allow me to repeat what His Excellency, President Hifikepunye Pohamba
used to say, that we have concluded a contract between the Nation and us.
This contract does not end with the Executive component, we as Members of
Parliament are part of this contract to ensure that we make laws, which address
the needs of our people.

With these few remarks, I once more congratulate you and I have a few
announcements:

All the Political Parties are requested to meet as soon as possible in order to
elect their Whips and Members of the Portfolio Standing Committees. I would
like to request the Political Parties to submit the previously mentioned names
to the Office of the Secretary. Should they need assistance, they may call on
that office.

Honourable Members, it is also drawn to your attention that the present seating
arrangement is of temporary nature. As we go along, we will come up the final
arrangements.

I also wish to inform you that the Constitution of the Republic of Namibia as
well as the booklet on the Standing Rules and Orders will be distributed
tomorrow.

With these few words, let us proceed with the business of the day.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing
or Select Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Honourable Namoloh.

TABLING: ANNUAL REPORT: MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
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HON MINISTER OF DEFENCE: Honourable Deputy Speaker, let me
congratulate you for being elected as Deputy Speaker and I will be the first to
lay a Report upon the Table with you as Presiding Officer.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, I lay upon the Table, the 2008/2009 Annual
Report of the Ministry of Defence.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please table the Report, Honourable Minister.
Notice of Questions? Notice of Motions? Minister of Finance.

NOTICE OF MOTIONS

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Deputy Speaker, I give
Notice that on Tuesday, the 30th of March 2010, I shall Move –

That leave be given to introduce a Bill to appropriate amounts of money to
meet the financial requirements of the State during the Financial Year ending
March 31st of 2011.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Table the Motion. Message from the Head of
State? Ministerial Statements? Honourable Ekandjo.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT,
HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Comrade Deputy Speaker,
first I would like to congratulate you with your appointment as Deputy Speaker
of this august House.

Secondly, Comrade Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, over the weekend
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we received reports that out there in Katutura, Samora Machel, Soweto, Tobias
Hainyeko, and Moses Garoëb and in Khomasdal, the people are grabbing land.
Over the weekend, people started cleaning every open space. The rumours are
that there are people walking around, telling them that His Excellency, the
President has said, that as a gift for the 20th anniversary they must clean land
and build houses. Now my message to them is that there is no such message.
That is a lie. What they are doing is illegal and they should forthwith stop to
grab land illegally. That is now allowed.

The Chief Executive Officer of the City of Windhoek last night warned the
people on television and radio to stop and did so this morning during Good
Morning Namibia. My message to the people is that by 15:00 today, should
they continue, action will be taken against the culprits. They should forthwith
stop with immediate effect. There was no such message from His Excellency,
the President, or from the Central Government, or from the Regional Council
or the Local Authorities. We understand ten people are walking around in
Katutura telling the people and they should not fall prey to the propaganda of
some Opposition Parties who want to cause confusion. They want to emulate
what is happening in South Africa where people grab land.

Therefore, my message to the people out there in Katutura and elsewhere is
that nobody is allowed to take land illegally. They should stop. If they have
put any structure there, be it a pole or stones, they must remove it, otherwise
action will be taken. The City Police and the National Police are ready come
15:00. They should forthwith stop.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, with these few words, once again, congratulations.
Thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. That is very important information.
Maybe because we are representing different Political Parties it is upon the
leaders of different Political Parties to advise our followers not to take the law
into their own hands.

Seeing that there is no further business for the day, I call on the Right
Honourable Prime Minister to adjourn the House to next Tuesday, 30 March
2010.
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RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Honourable Deputy Speaker, let me join
others in congratulating you for presiding over our Session this afternoon and
to welcome the new Honourable Members to Parliament.

With those few words, I Move that we adjourn now until Tuesday, 30 March
2010 at 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:00 UNTIL 2010.03.30 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the
Affirmation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have a few announcements. The Honourable
Members have to take note that due to the renovations taking place around and
within the Parliament Building, the allocation of offices to the Members of the
National Assembly will only be effected three months from now. I hope
temporary arrangements will be made and once the renovations have been
completed, offices will be allocated to all the Members.

Secondly, I would like to announce that the seating arrangements are
temporary until the Speaker and the Party Whips have met to finalise it. This
is in terms of Rule 6(d) of the Standing Rules and Orders.

Finally, the Members of the Ruling Party are requested to meet after our
deliberations today.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing
or Select Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Notice of Questions?

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1:

HON SHIXWAMENI: Since this is my first time to stand up in this Fifth
Parliament, I would like to congratulate you with your election as Deputy
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Speaker. I would also like to congratulate the Honourable Theo-Ben Gurirab
for having been elected as Speaker of the House. I would also like to take this
opportunity to congratulate Muneputo, the Right Honourable Prime Minister,
Nahas Angula, for having been reappointed as Prime Minister of the Republic
of Namibia and Tate Hesimbi, Marco Hausiku for having been appointed as
Deputy Prime Minister. We come to this House to make a positive
contribution and I will plunge into my two questions right away.

I give Notice that on Thursday, the 8th of April 2010 I shall ask the Honourable
Minister of Presidential Affairs, Dr Kawana, the following questions:

Upon commencement of his first term as President of the Republic of Namibia
and at the opening of the Fourth National Assembly, His Excellency, President
Pohamba promised the Nation in this very august House that he would read
and study the Reports of the various Presidential Commissions of inquiries
with a view to releasing them publicly.

1. Why has it taken more than five years for the President to release the
Reports as per his own promise in this House?

2. What are the obstacles, if any, political or technical, that are preventing
Reports from being released publicly?

3. When can the Nation expect the President to release the reports as
promised five years ago?

4. Should we consider that the President, by not releasing the Reports
publicly, is covering up both the findings and the supposed culprits who
are supposed to be taken to task if the Reports are released?

QUESTION 2:

HON SHIXWAMENI: I give Notice that on the 8th of April 2010, I shall ask
the Honourable Minister of Youth, National Service, Sport and Culture the
following questions:
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1. How far is the registration and verification process of the children of the
liberation struggle countrywide?

2. How many have been successfully registered and verified so far?

3. How many of those who have been successfully registered have so far
been employed in the various Offices, Ministries, Agencies and State-
Owned Enterprises?

4. How many of them have been given bursaries or have registered at
educational institutions and at which educational institutions?

5. Why, twenty years after Independence, should there be preferential
treatment in terms of employment, training and educational opportunities
in favour of those children born in exile as opposed to their peers who
were born inside the country under the apartheid colonial oppressive
regime?

6. Is it not high time that Government and Government leaders, in the spirit
of national unity, act now and stop the continued dichotomy of
considering Namibians in terms of those who have been in exile and
those who were inside the country and treat everyone equally when it
comes to all opportunities?

7. Whether the Cabinet decision and subsequent Ministerial Statement that
is calling to the freezing of all entry level positions in Government
institutions until the recruitment of all children born in exile is completed
is not discriminating against those youth born inside the country and the
born-frees and giving a total unfair advantage in favour of those children
born in exile and, hence, unconstitutional and must be rescinded
immediately in the name of national unity.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please table the Questions. Notice of Motions?
Honourable Shixwameni.
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NOTICE OF MOTIONS

HON SHIXWAMENI: Honourable Deputy Speaker, I give Notice that on
Tuesday, the 20th of April 2010, I shall Move that –

Considering the deplorable conditions in which many Namibian workers and
their families are living in our urban areas, in addition to the escalating demand
for decent and affordable housing;

Taking into account the skyrocketing rental prices, the purchase prices for
houses and that of purchasing erven or plots;

Also considering that the National Housing Enterprise (NHE) and Government
alone would not be able to resolve the housing crisis if left to them alone;

Further considering the awkward conditions in which workers are transported
or having to walk long distances from their residential areas to and from their
workplaces;

I shall move that this House, therefore:

1. Considers, discusses and debates alternative and innovative ways and
means of addressing and resolving the current housing crisis.

2. That this House passes a resolution which will compel all Companies and
other businesses in Namibia to provide universal housing and transport
subsidies or alternatively, provide decent and affordable accommodation
and transport to all their employees earning below N$60,000 per annum.

3. That such housing and transport subsidy is exempted from being taxed.

4. That Government considers providing different incentives to Companies
that provide accommodation and/or housing and transport subsidies.

5. Request the Executive Branch of Government, through the Ministry of
Labour and Social Welfare, to act on the resolution as a matter of
urgency by enacting legislation to this effect.
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6. That Government makes a firm commitment to work towards the
eradication of squatter areas or informal settlements maximally in the
next ten years.

7. That Government takes immediate action and stop the transportation of
workers to and from work in packed open trucks like cattle.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Member, please table the Motion.
Any further Notice of Motions? Honourable Minister of Trade and Industry.

HON MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY: I give Notice that on
Tuesday, the 6th of April, I shall Move –

That leave be given to introduce a Bill to provide for the establishment of an
Industrial Property Office and the appointment of a Registrar of Industrial
Property; to provide for the grant, protection and administration of patents and
utility macro certificates; to provide for the registration, protection and
administration of industrial designs; to provide for the registration, protection
and administration of trade marks, collective marks, certification marks and
trade names; to provide for the registration of industrial property agents; to
provide for the establishment of an Industrial Property Tribunal and to provide
for incidental matters.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Minister please table the
Motion? Any further Notice of Motions? Ministerial Statements?

The Notice of Motion is by the Honourable Minister of Finance. Does the
Honourable Minister move that the Bill be now introduced?
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INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING
APPROPRIATION BILL

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: I so Move, Honourable Deputy Speaker.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Who seconds? Any objection? Agreed to.
Will the Honourable Minister please table the Bill? The Secretary will now
read the Bill a First Time.

APPROPRIATION BILL

SECOND READING: APPROPRIATION BILL

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Minister of Finance move
that the Bill be now read a Second Time?

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: I so Move, Honourable Deputy Speaker.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Who seconds? Any objection? Agreed to.
The Honourable Minister has the Floor.

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Deputy Speaker of the
National Assembly, Honourable Members of the august House, I am honoured
to present to this House the Appropriation Bill for 2010/2011, the first under
the new SWAPO Party Government under the able leadership of President
Pohamba, and the Medium Term Expenditure Framework for 2010/2011 to
2012/2013.

Further, I wish to congratulate SWAPO Party and President Hifikepunye
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Pohamba for an overwhelming election victory during the recent Presidential
and National Assembly Elections. May I also congratulate all the Members of
the House for receiving the honour of being elected to represent our people in
this august House? Our people have high expectations of us, especially in the
current circumstance where the global economic downturn has unfortunately
rolled back some of the advances we have made in accelerating economic
growth and development and, therefore, dampening prospects for greater
advances in achieving the millennium development goals.

I have no doubt that we shall all make our maximum contribution to ensure
that our country recovers the gains lost through the effects of this crisis and to
put our economy back on the high growth trajectory. Such commitment should
reflect in the Debate on the Budget that I lay on the table in this House today,
if we are to live up to the expectations that our Nation has of us.

May I also congratulate the Namibian people for having achieved two decades
of peace, democracy and prosperity?

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, last year I tabled an
expansionary Budget geared at weathering the economic storm created by the
global economic crisis and consolidating the foundation for a long-term
sustainable growth in line with Vision 2030.

Such an expansionary Budget was made possible by the successive years of
successful fiscal policy management. Alongside an expansionary Budget, we
also extended generous tax concessions to individuals and businesses. This
maintained investments and welfare conditions of citizens, mitigating the
impact of the crisis on the real economy and standard of living of our people.
Thanks, in part, to this counter-cyclical fiscal strategy of our Government, our
economy has managed to ride out the economic storm and the prospects over
the MTEF are now more favourable.

However, the recovery is still fragile and it needs to be nurtured. We are
therefore continuing with the expansion over the MTEF in order to sustain the
recovery and to put the economy on a path of a higher and sustainable growth,
a growth that can take our country closer to the Vision 2030 goals.



27

30 March 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON KUUGONGELWA-AMADHILA

In the 2009 the SWAPO Party Election Manifesto, SWAPO Party committed
to, and I quote: “Consolidate monetary and fiscal policies geared towards
promoting growth and employment creation, and to ensure forward and
backward economic linkages of economic sectors and of the various Regions.
Further, we promise to maintain prudent macroeconomic policies that are
responsive to domestic, regional and international economic developments.”

Our proposed Budget is a balanced approach aimed at securing and
consolidating our fragile recovery, on the one hand, and on the other, to
stimulate the economy to higher growth rates, which in turn must translate into
employment creation, poverty reduction and equitable wealth distribution.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I shall now give an outline
of the economic developments and outlook.

Global and Regional Economy

The global economy has experienced a significant downturn in the past two
years because of the global financial crisis. Most advanced economies went
into a recession, causing a reduction in the global demand and a decrease in
commodity prices. As a result, global output is estimated to have contracted
by 0,8% in 2009. The outlook for 2010 is, however, positive with output
growth projected to recover to 3,9%. Such recovery is, however, fragile as it is
subject to many risk factors and a sustainable recovery may only be attainable
over the medium term.

Although the impact of the crisis on the African economies was initially
estimated to be limited, Sub-Saharan Africa’s economy slowed down
significantly to 1,5% in 2009 from a robust growth of 5,7% in 2008. For 2010,
growth is projected to recover to 4,3%, led by Angola which is projected to
grow by 9,3% in 2010.

Within SADC, South Africa’s economy contracted by 2,2% in 2009, largely
due to the country’s level of integration with global financial markets and
subdued external demand for its exports. A recovery is expected from 2010
with GDP projected to increase by 1,7% both in 2010 and 2011 and by 3,2% in
2012.

On the home front, the Namibian economy recorded a negative growth of 1,1%
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in 2009. The hardest hit sectors were the primary industries which declined by
an estimated 15,4% due to contraction in diamond mining and commensurate
declined exports of diamonds. On the other hand, secondary industries grew
by 4,6%, driven mainly by the Construction Sector. Tertiary industries
recorded a moderate growth of 4%, mainly attributed to the decline in tourist
visits.

Consumption and Investment

Consumption growth declined from 9,7% in 2008 to 2,3% in 2009, primarily
as a result of the declined growth in private consumption which slowed from
10,7% to 1,87% in 2009. Due to Government’s policy of counter-cyclical
spending, Government consumption grew by 4% in 2009.

Investment recorded a robust growth of 13,2% in 2009, significantly up from
3,2% in 2008, mainly driven by Government’s expansionary development
Budget, while private investment in the mining and construction sector makes
a sizable contribution. This trend in investment is forecast to continue in 2010,
but private investment is expected to assume a more dominant role as global
and domestic demand recovers and business confidence improves.

Balance of Payments

The balance of payments recorded a deficit during the second quarter of 2009.
This was mainly driven by the appreciation of the Namibia Dollar against
major currencies, notably the US Dollar, Euro and the British Pound.
Nonetheless, year-on-year, the balance of payments remained in surplus on the
back of strong current transfers, supported by foreign direct investment. This
situation is expected to continue during 2010.

Balance of Trade

Resulting from the recession experienced in Namibia’s traditional markets,
exports contracted by 15,1% in 2009. The hardest hit sectors are mining and
manufacturing, but the export-oriented tourism and fishing industries recorded
a decline. As an effect of slowed consumption, imports growth reduced to
1,5% in 2009, compared to a staggering 21% in 2008. This mitigated the
impact of the export contraction on the balance of trade.
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Inflation averaged 8,8% in 2009. Due to easing inflation pressure since 2008,
the Bank of Namibia relaxed its monetary policy stance. Inflation pressures
are expected to further ease during 2010, but rising international energy prices
may cause inflationary pressures during the second half of the year.

Domestic Economic Outlook

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, with the rebound in the
global economy and Government interventions, the medium-term economic
prospects are positive. Growth is projected at 3,8% for 2010 and at an average
of 4,2% per annum for 2011 to 2013 period, driven by private and Government
investments and exports.

The primary and Secondary Industries are projected to grow on average by 4,4
and 5%, respectively, while the Tertiary Industries are projected to grow on
average by 4,2%.

Financial Sector Developments

Second round effects from the financial crisis affected the output from the real
economy, leading to contraction in private credit growth and insurance
premiums. However, our financial sector remains profitable and solvent. Both
insurance companies and pension funds are adequately capitalised, providing
an adequate buffer against possible shocks.

The Financial Sector Charter

The Financial Sector Charter was launched in October 2009 and consequently
a Council was established to oversee the Charter implementation. This Charter
will place the financial sector at the forefront of promoting broad-based
economic growth, wealth creation and economic empowerment.

Managing the Budget on a Programme Basis

We have taken the process of managing the Budget on a programme basis a
step further. We are piloting outcomes and results-based activity budgeting in
four votes. These votes present their Medium Term Plans on an activity-based
costing, as you will see in the Budget documents. Concurrent to this, the Chart
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of Accounts is aligned to represent the costing of the activity, both in terms of
the Budget planning and expenditure control measures.

Public Finance Management

We are putting in place the necessary infrastructure to facilitate electronic
payments in order to improve efficiency of payments system, reduce
transaction costs and curb the risk of fraud associated with the cheque payment
system.

Capital Market Development

To strengthen the domestic bond market and provide a home to portfolio
investments, a Primary Bond Dealer system is being put in place for
Government Bonds to be traded also by registered dealers other than the Bank
of Namibia. We have invited and received bids from the market, which are
currently being evaluated.

Legislative Amendments

The revision to the State Finance Act has been finalised. The two components
of Audit and State Finance will henceforth constitute two separate Bills. The
Audit Bill has been approved by Cabinet and is being subjected to legal
scrutiny.

The layman’s draft to the State Finance Bill has been finalised and is ready to
be submitted to Cabinet for approval. Both Bills are envisaged to be tabled in
this House during the course of this year.

Public Procurement

The Tender Board Amendment Bill was presented to stakeholders for inputs
and further improvements were made to the Bill. The main aim of the Bill is to
optimise public procurement processes by removing obstacles, which constrain
SME participation, broad-based economic empowerment and foster improved
local content. Furthermore, bridging financing can henceforth be offered to
SMEs through the Development Bank of Namibia, in order for them to
implement the tender contracts. The Bill will be tabled in Parliament once it is



31

30 March 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON KUUGONGELWA-AMADHILA

scrutinised by legal experts. This we aim to achieve during the course of this
Financial Year.

Financial Intelligence Act

The Financial Intelligence Act of 2007 came into force on the 5th of May 2009.
This means that money laundering is now a crime and will be prosecuted.

Financial Institutions and Markets Bill

The new Financial Institutions and Markets Bill has been finalised and is now
undergoing legal scrutiny. The new Bill will provide for integrated regulation
of financial institutions and will strengthen NAMFISA’s financial supervisory
authority and expand it to bring into its ambit hither to unregulated operations.
We are envisaging tabling this Bill in Parliament once the legal review is
finalised, hopefully this year.

Long-term Insurance and Pension Funds Act

We are suggesting Amendments to Pension Funds Act and Long-term
Insurance Act to, amongst others, provide for a minimum standard to be set by
the Minister in terms of unlisted investments. This will pave the way for
implementing Amendments to Regulations 15 and 28, which are aimed at
curbing the continued outflow of capital and promoting capital market
development. The proposed Amendments are due to be considered by Cabinet
at its next meeting.

Economic Integration

In the next month, SACU will kick-start centenary celebrations by hosting a
Heads of State and Governments Summit in Windhoek. At the core of summit
is the regional integration agenda and SACU’s long-term vision.

Aspects of this vision would include deeper economic integration within
SACU and SACU’s relation with third parties.

Trade liberalisation within the Region holds long-term benefits in terms of
industrialisation, skills and knowledge transfer and diversification of market
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opportunities for our products. I would thus like to call upon the private sector
to cooperate with Government to capitalise on the greater gains obtainable
through economic integration. Market penetration of Namibian products
remains largely untapped. We must not only strengthen our industrial and
knowledge base, but also build complementarities in the Region in order to be
more competitive vis-à-vis third parties.

I will now turn to Fiscal Outturn and Outlook over the medium term.

Revenue Outturn

Revenue outturn for the 2009/2010 Fiscal Year is estimated at some N$23,5
billion, 4,5% higher than estimates in the current MTEF and 0,1% higher than
the N$23,4 billion revenue for the preceding year.

As a ratio of GDP, revenue constituted 29,2% in 2009/10, down from 31,4% in
2008/2009. This trend will continue over the MTEF, with a decline in receipts
from SACU envisaged for the next two years.

Further, the global economic downturn poses medium-term risks to the
sustainability of revenue growth. The fall in commodity prices has had a
negative impact on growth in the mining sector and on tax revenues from
mining companies, which will influence revenue performance.

Public Expenditure Outturn, Budget Balance and Debt Stock

Expenditure outlay for 2008/2009 amounted to N$21,9 billion or 29,5% of
GDP. For 2009/2010, expenditure outturn is estimated at N$24,88 billion,
compared to the N$25,4 billion appropriated under the Budget.

This expenditure level denotes a Budget implementation rate of 98%. Indeed,
the implementation rate of the Budget has increased dramatically since the
adoption of the programme budgeting. What this proves is that the
Government Budget reforms are delivering results.

Stronger revenue performance and prudent expenditure control resulted in a
Budget surplus of about N$1,5 billion during 2008/2009, corresponding to 2%
of GDP, exceeding the Budget estimate of 1,1%.
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For 2009/2010, a Budget deficit of N$2,3 billion, or 2% of the GDP, is
estimated. This brings an end to the three years of consecutive Budget
surpluses, but nonetheless constitutes an improvement on the 5,2% Budget
deficit projected for the year in the current MTEF.

Total debt is estimated at N$12,17 billion during 2009/2010 or 15,1% of GDP,
down from N$13,39 billion recorded in 2008/2009. Of this, 10,9% constituted
domestic borrowings and 4,3% constituted foreign borrowing. Debt servicing
costs stood at N$1,28 billion or 1,6% of the GDP.

Some of the achievements realised with the 2009/2010 expenditures are as
follows:

 Old-age grants increased by 21,6% to N$450 per month and coverage
reached out to 155,847 beneficiaries of the target group.

 Further, coverage for OVCs grants increased with an additional 10 489
children benefiting. The school feeding programme was also expanded,
now reaching some 160,000 OVCs in rural areas. This is to be boosted
further under this MTEF to reach 200,000 OVCs by the year 2013.

 Additional allocations to education have boosted access to formal
education, and catered for the building of additional 192 classrooms, 13
libraries and/or laboratories in 2009/10, as well as administrative and
residential facilities for teachers in rural areas;

 More that 13,000 students are assisted annually to undertake tertiary
studies;

 We rolled out the ARV programme to 64 637 persons in 2009, with
coverage expected to reach 100,000 by 2013;

 Anti-Retroviral Treatment is now offered at 62 health facilities, up from
the former 34 hospitals and it is expected that treatment will be offered at
104 health facilities by 2013;

 242 of the 256 antenatal care facilities offer prevention of mother-to-
child HIV transmission treatment;
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 Additional resources were provided to the Cardiac Unit in order to
provide cardio-thoracic and cardiology services to patients who need
heart surgery;

 In the energy sector, a total of 36 villages countrywide were connected to
the grid in 2009/2010, increasing possibilities for new investments and
opportunities for employment in these areas;

 To promote access to credit, Government public financing institutions
advanced financing to private businesses and individuals. Through this,
113 SMEs have so far benefited to a value of N$267 million from the
Development Bank of Namibia financial programmes. This created and
retained more than 20,000 jobs of which 5,551 were in respect of 2009.
The Bank received an additional capital injection of N$50 million under
the contingency provision for this year towards further pursuing this
objective;

 AgriBank spent N$62,4 million in production loans, and post-settlement
mentorship and training.

Performance of State-Owned Enterprises

Dividend receipts from State-Owned Enterprises increased in 2009/2010,
amounting to N$295,7 million. This is N$61,8 million above the projected
N$233,9 million for 2009/2010. The expected returns in 2010/2011 would
amount to some N$436,5 million. This will reduce to N$77,5 million in
2011/2012 and 2012/2013, respectively.

The financial performance, however, varies among State-Owned Enterprises,
with a number of them still making losses and depending on Budget transfers.
Progress is being made to establish mechanisms for enforcing accountability
by State-Owned Enterprises. It is expected that performance agreements for
State-Owned Enterprises will be phased in starting this year. This will enable
Government to hold State-Owned Enterprises’ management accountable on
their performance.
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Revenue Outlook

Although a positive economic outlook is projected, revenue growth is
projected to follow a declining trend over the MTEF. Projections show
revenue declining by 8,9% to N$22,5 billion in 2010/2011 and by a further
1,6% to N$20,9 billion in 2011/2012 before it picks up again in 2012/2013 to
N$26,2 billion, which is a growth of 25% in nominal terms.

As a ratio of GDP, total revenue and grants will reduce to 25,2% in 2010/2011
and further to 21,2% in 2011/2012 before recovering to 23,8% in 2012/2013.

This sharp decline is due to the SACU revenue shocks, with income from
SACU set to decrease by 47% in 2010/2011 and a further 45% in 2011/2012.
Other risks may exert pressure on revenue growth in the medium term,
including impending tariff liberalisation under various free trade agreements,
which may lead to possible fallout of taxes on international trade.

To this end, Government has already put measures in place to optimise existing
revenue streams and to identify new ones. We have so far introduced
measures to strengthen tax laws compliance enforcement. This is yielding
significant results, as evidenced by the significant growth in revenue in the past
years. We shall now extend our efforts to non-tax revenue, especially revenue
from natural resources, in order to optimise benefits from these resources for
the Namibian people.

We are also finalising the new environmental tax that was announced in the
2009/2010 Budget statement. This tax is envisaged to take the form of a duty
on environmental damaging substances in order to not only raise revenue, but
also protect our fragile environment.

Further, tariff liberalisation presents opportunities to increase trade and
investment, which in turn will broaden the economy and thus the revenue base.

External Grants

Our development efforts continue to be supported by external grants, both
inside the Budget and through direct programme or project support. Support
from our donor partners in 2010/2011 will amount to N$265 million through
the State Revenue Fund and N$2,2 billion outside the State Revenue Fund,
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constituting 9% of the total expenditure. Grants inside the Budget will
constitute N$725 million over the MTEF period.

This support is targeted at human resource development, Social welfare,
growth enhancement and public finance management. I want to thank our
partners for their assistance. My hope is, however, that this support is
increasingly channelled through the Budget in order to improve financial
planning and accountability.

Expenditure Focus

In 2010 our Budget interventions are focused on sustaining the economic
rebound and following through the path for greater economic growth. Our
expenditure focus for this MTEF will therefore be on:

(i) Sustaining the economic recovery path;
(ii) Consolidating the basis for long-term sustainable and equitable growth

with jobs;
(iii) Addressing welfare needs of our people; and
(iv) Maintaining fiscal sustainability.

Infrastructure and Productive Sectors

Investment infrastructure development in the transport, energy, agriculture,
fisheries, mines, trade and industry and environment and tourism sectors are
raised by an additional N$1 billion, bringing the total MTEF allocation to
N$14,5 billion. This will expand the infrastructure network and promote
economic growth and job creation. These expenditures are further augmented
by investments made through the respective State-Owned Enterprises as well
as off-budget loans.

SME development and broad-based economic empowerment will be
intensified by additional allocations to the Development Bank of Namibia,
AgriBank and a SME banking facility. For these purposes, a total of N$339
million has been committed over the MTEF period.

Of the additional grants to public finance institutions, AgriBank will receive an
additional N$62 million over the MTEF period to accelerate the land reform
programme and promote agricultural and aquaculture development, which in
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turn creates employment and reduces poverty.

This additional allocation furthermore targets value addition to agricultural
products. AgriBank has further collaborated with the Land Acquisition Fund
in order to provide financial assistance to resettled farmers. An amount of
N$20 million per annum for the next three years is earmarked for this.

Government is aware of the public concern about the difficulties experienced
by SMEs and BEEs in accessing funding due to lack of collateral.
Government has thus agreed to allow contractors awarded tenders to cede their
contract income as a security for the loans advanced by the Development Bank
of Namibia. A special bridging facility, at concessional rates especially
targeted for this category, has been set up and an additional N$100 million is
allocated. This funding will further be augmented in the future MTEFs in
order to build a strong balance to enable the Development Bank of Namibia to
assist this category of beneficiaries in a meaningful way.

Alongside these efforts, Government will review the public payment system to
ensure that it better supports the SMEs and BEEs and that it remains efficient
to encourage the Financial Sector to support the new entrepreneurs.

The outsourcing policy for the Development Bank of Namibia will also be
reviewed to address expressed concerns and attention will be given to micro
financing in order to optimise its potentials for grassroots development. A
policy in this regard is already in place.

Further support to SMEs and BEEs is provided under the Ministry of Trade
and Industry through the sites and premises programme, and the transformation
of the Credit Guarantee Scheme into a SME banking facility.

I want to urge the potential beneficiaries of these programmes to utilise these
new facilities and to demonstrate responsibility by honouring their obligations
as borrowers. The flexibility to be introduced by relaxing the collateral
requirement should not be abused, as this will erode the sustainability of the
Development Bank of Namibia. What I am actually saying is that the
additional funding we are providing to the Development Bank of Namibia will
be advanced to the beneficiaries without the requirement of collateral. I appeal
to the beneficiaries not to abuse this gesture, because doing so will erode the
sustainability of the Bank and indeed, become a slap on the face of
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Government who trusted these beneficiaries to be more responsible. Finally, I
want to urge the potential beneficiaries to use these funds in a manner that
ensures that their businesses maximally contribute to the economy and benefit
greater society and not just themselves and their families.

The Social Sector continues to receive the largest share of the total allocations,
amounting to N$31,4 billion over the MTEF period. Education will, as usual,
receive two-thirds of this allocation.

Additional funding to education will cater for educational infrastructures and
expand the financial assistance to students, strengthen vocational training and
upgrade the skills of our teachers.

Further, we will seek to optimise the cooperation with non-state actors,
especially churches who are active in education by strengthening funding to
Non-Government schools and hostels.

In the tertiary field, two new facilities, namely the medicine and engineering
schools, will be established.

For this, an additional N$1,2 billion is provided to education over the MTEF
period, bringing the total MTEF allocation for this sector to N$19,539 billion,
practically N$20 billion.

Youth Development

The youth are the primary beneficiaries of the allocations to education, but
over and above that, the vote for youth culture and sport services receive an
additional N$113 million, bringing the total MTEF allocations to the sector to
N$1,2 billion.

Health, Social Services and Rehabilitation

Health will receive an additional N$366 million over the MTEF period to
strengthen the fight against HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria, as well as to upgrade
health infrastructure and equipments. The total allocation of health will
increase to N$8,1 billion over the MTEF.

Additional allocations are made to increase old-age grants to N$500 per
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Social Safety Nets

month, while OVC grants are increased with N$30 per month. In addition,
school-feeding programmes are to be expanded to increase coverage to
200,000 orphans and vulnerable children by 2013 from the current 160,000.

Housing, Sanitation and Rural Development

In line with the SWAPO Party Government’s policy of promoting rural
development, an additional N$257 million is proposed over the MTEF to
accelerate the provision of proper sanitation infrastructures in rural areas and in
small towns, villages and informal urban settlements. This will bring the total
allocation to this sector to N$2,8 billion over the MTEF.

National Housing Enterprise will receive N$50 million over the MTEF to
accelerate provision of low-income housing. Further, it will cooperate with the
GIPF to expand housing schemes for especially Civil Servants in unproclaimed
areas. These will not only give a boost to the housing provision programme,
but it will also help attract skills to rural areas and thus support quality health
care and education service delivery in rural areas. It will also support the use
of our local savings towards supporting local development.

Law and Order

As a commitment towards keeping law and order, an additional N$660 million
is proposed to law enforcement agencies over the MTEF, bringing total
funding to this sector to N$7,8 billion over the MTEF period.

Expenditure Summary, Budget Balance and Debt

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, the total expenditure
envelope for the MTEF amounts to N$85,558 billion and consists of N$68,8
billion for operational expenditure, while N$14,558 billion will be accorded to
the development Budget Off-budget borrowing will total N$2,3 billion over the
MTEF, on top of the N$14,5 billion that I have referred to, which is mainly
geared towards capital projects.

The total expenditure, excluding statutory payments, will amount to N$27,6
billion. N$27,2 billion and N$28,5 billion for 2010/2011, 2011/2012 and



40

30 March 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON KUUGONGELWA-AMADHILA

2012/2013, respectively. This translates into a total additional allocation of
N$5,3 billion for the last two years of the current MTEF, of which N$1,8
billion is dedicated to the Development Budget. That is the expansion that we
are proposing.

Over and above the central Government expenditure envelope, significant
investments are also to be made through the respective State-Owned
Enterprises.

As a ration of the GDP and consistent with revenue outlook, the expected
expenditure levels will translate into a Budget deficit of 7,1% in 2010/2011,
8,2% in 2011/2012 and 4,5% in 2012/2013, and average of 6,6% over the
MTEF. Consequently, debt will increase to 29% of the GDP by 2012/2013
and average 25,3% of the GDP over the MTEF. Total debt will constitute an
average of 20% of GDP of domestic debt, while foreign debt will constitute
5,3% over the MTEF period. The financing costs associated with this deficit
will amount to N$5,6 billion over the MTEF or an average of 8,1% of revenue.

Taxation Reforms and Exchange Controls Liberalisation

In terms of the SACU Agreement of 2002, the following increase in excise
duties or “sin taxes”, as we refer to them, are applicable with effect from 17
February 2010.

 Natural unfortified wine – increased by 16 cents to N$2,14 per litre.

 Sparkling wine – increased by 51 cents to N$6,67 per litre.

 Fortified wine – increased by 31 cents to N$4.03 per litre.

 Spirits – increased by N$6,90 to N$84,57 per litre of absolute alcohol.

 Clear (Malt) beer – increased by N$3,79 to N$50,20 per litre of absolute
alcohol.

 Ciders and alcoholic fruit beverages – increased by 42 cents to N$2,52
per litre.

 Cigarettes – increased by N$1,24 to N$8,84 per packet of 20.
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 Cigarettes tobacco – increased by 58 cents to N$9,73 per 50 grams or by
N$11,60 to N$194,60 per kilogram.

 Pipe tobacco – increased by 20 cents to N$2,70 per 25 grams or by
N$8,01 to N$108,08 per kilogram.

 Cigars – increased by N$2,78 to N$47,66 per 23 grams or by N$120,80
to N$2,072,31 per kilogram.

Tax Concessions

Given the revenue, outlook and considering the generous tax concessions
granted under the 2009/2010 Budget, no new tax concessions are proposed for
this year.

We are also not introducing new Amendments to exchange controls this year.
This decision is because our controls are already fairly liberal and the current
turmoil in the financial markets does not warrant any further liberalisation at
this stage. In fact, the controls that are in place have served us well in limiting
our exposure to the risks from the global market.

As obliged by the State Finance Act, I will inform this House on the use of
contingency provisions during 2009/2010 Financial Year. A total of N$265
million was appropriated for this, of which N$264,765,552 have been
committed. Detailed information on the specific items funded under this
programme is available for the Honourable Members who are interested,
because it is a long list, I would not want to bore you with reading it.

In conclusion, Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, our vision
to become an industrialised Nation by 2030 remains and places the
responsibility upon us to accelerate our developmental efforts significantly.

Our Prime Minister, Right Honourable Nahas Angula, recently stated in the 2nd

Millennium Development Goals Report for Namibia the following: “Namibia
will have to achieve GDP growth of 5% to 6% per annum or even higher, as
proposed in our NDP3, ensure continuity and sustainability of prudent
policies, allocate additional resources and ensure their effective use, and
above all, increasingly involve communities in the development process.”
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Ten years earlier our SWAPO Party Vice-President and then Prime Minister,
Right Honourable Hage Geingob, said in A Decade of Peace and Democracy
and Prosperity: “Success of all the values we cherish, peace, human rights
and democracy, depends on our ability to deliver goods. At practical level,
our ability to deliver goods depends largely on the strength of our economy.
While we have not done so bad in macroeconomic terms, we need to do a great
deal more.”

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, it is clear that we must do
a great deal more. This expansionary Budget is the correct approach to utilise
the available fiscal space without eroding economic fundamentals to secure the
recovery and build on our achievements, on the one hand, and enhance our
developmental efforts, on the other. This to me is the only appropriate
response to persisting poverty, unemployment and a skewed wealth
distribution.

As a small and open economy, we have managed to, largely escape the very
worst of the financial crisis in recent times. We have been responsible in the
past and now have the flexibility to be responsive to the developmental needs
of our Nation.

Lastly, but by no means the least, I wish to express my deep appreciation to
His Excellency, the President for his renewed confidence in me to continue
managing our public finances. Similarly, I thank my Cabinet Colleagues for
their support and understanding during the Budget formulation process. Our
officials in the Offices, Ministries and Agencies also deserve to be applauded
for their hard work and personal sacrifices that have enabled us to finalise this
Budget.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I now have the pleasure to
table the Appropriation Bill for 2010/2011 and the Medium Term Expenditure
Framework for the Financial Years 2010/2011 to 2012/2013 before this august
House for its consideration and approval. I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Minister of Finance.
Any further discussion?
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HON MAAMBERUA: Honourable Deputy Speaker, I shall deal with the
salutations next time around, but for now, I wish to ask for the adjournment of
the Debate on this item until next Tuesday, the 6th of April.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before I ask the Right Honourable Prime
Minister to adjourn the House, the last announcement. Honourable Members,
for the past years, on the day of the tabling and presentation of the national
Budget, Pricewaterhouse Cooper and Standard Bank Namibia have hosted a
small reception for Members of Parliament and this time they wish to do the
same. Honourable Members are requested to take part in a small reception
outside and I humbly request the members of the Ruling Party to make it short
so that they can attend the caucus. I now ask the Right Honourable Prime
Minister to adjourn the House to Tuesday, the 6th of April.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable
Members, I propose that we adjourn and return on Tuesday, the 6th of April, at
14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:50 UNTIL 2010.04.06 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Minister of Justice.

TABLING: 2007/2008 ANNUAL REPORT
MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Comrade Speaker, I lay upon the Table,
the Annual Report of the Ministry of Justice for the year 2007/2008.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Minister table the Report? Any
further Reports or Papers? Notice of Questions? Notice of Motions? Any
Ministerial Statements? Minister Kazenambo.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON MINISTER OF YOUTH, NATIONAL SERVICE, SPORT AND
CULTURE: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I want to update
this august House and the public out there on the issue surrounding the
children of the liberation struggle and the youth in general.

The Ministry of Youth, National Service, Sports and Culture was formed in
2005 mainly to develop and empower the youth and to promote sport, culture
and arts. In pursuit of these goals, the Ministry is guided by policy
instruments, the National Youth Service Act (Act 6 of 2006) and the policies
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developed by each Directorate. The Ministry has five Directors, Youth,
General Service, Sport, National Heritage and Culture Programmes and the
Directorate of Arts.

Honourable Speaker, please allow me, to limit my statement to all programmes
aimed at the betterment of the livelihood of the Namibian youth. This,
however, does not mean that arts, sport and culture are less important.
However, for the purpose of this statement I will underpin the Ministry’s
efforts in interventions geared towards achieving youth empowerment through
our ongoing interventions on youth development.

The main objective of the Ministry is to promote and encourage full
participation of the Namibian youth in the national and socio-economic
development of our country in its entirety. This includes the Namibian youth
at large irrespective of the former or current political situation, thus the exile
children of the liberation struggle or the youth born by any Namibian citizen.

The Government, through our Ministry, continues to address the problems or
the challenges of the youth in Namibia. Special references are hereby made to
the out-of-school unemployed, illiterate and marginalised youth in general. In
that regard the aim is to access the programmes put in place by our Ministry to
access employment, leisure, natural adventure, financial credit facilities, as
well as to the general socio-economic, political and cultural needs of our youth
where possible and appropriate.

Since Independence in 1990, the Government has empowered, encouraged and
supported the effective and constructive full participation of the Namibian
youth in the process of nation building in accordance with the “United
Nations’ World Programme of Action for Youth for the Year 2000 and
Beyond”, the Commonwealth Plan of Action for Youth Empowerment and the
National Youth Policy. This is done to ensure that youth concerns, needs and
aspirations are fully integrated in the mainstream of all Government policies
and actions.

20 Years after Independence the following are the main activities and
achievements in youth programmes:
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Youth Volunteerism

This activity offers temporary employment to the youth in both urban and rural
areas. Due to limited employment opportunities in the rural areas, the
programme has made great strides in alleviating rural youth poverty, idleness
and frustration. During 2008/2009 Financial Year, forty-eight youth
volunteers were employed at the Ministry’s offices in the thirteen Regions of
Namibia. Half of the volunteers are offered computer literacy programme,
tailoring and fashion design to mainly rural youth and this is meant for
capacity building. In so doing, it will enable them to become marketable in the
employment market.

Youth Health

The programme provides in-service training for Regional Youth Officers to
improve their knowledge on alcohol and drug abuse as well as providing basic
youth-friendly services in terms of sexual and reproductive health information
sessions, HIV/AIDS information, offering of information on sexually
transmitted infections and general health information and counselling services.
The programme, which so far was operational at four Multi-Purpose Youth
Resource Centres during the past couple of years, has reached other centres
and regional youth offices after more staff members were recruited during the
Financial Year under discussion.

Our programmes targeted at youth are Juvenile and Child Justice and a
component of this programme is crime prevention and life skills training for
young people in conflict with the law.

Capacity-building

The aim of the Commonwealth Youth Programme (CYP) is to build capacity
within newly recruited youth officers without any appropriate experience in
working with young people and the Ministry offers environmental education.
This programme facilitates workshops and training seminars geared towards
awareness creation, knowledge and skills in environmental education and
conservation and sustainable utilisation of natural resources.
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Namibia Youth Credit Scheme:

This scheme is for all Namibian youth, not only the children of the liberation
struggle. The scheme, which was launched in March 2005, featured operations
through group lending methodology that is training in basic business
management skills, development of business plans, which preceded the
granting of credit or loans to the applicants.

Follow-up training, counselling, and mentoring

Some of the achievements under this scheme are the following: The number of
trained youth in entrepreneurship has increased from 732 in 2007/2008
Financial Year to 2,235 in 2008/2009 Financial Year. Loans granted to youth
increased from 669 in 2007/2008 to 1, 219 in 2008/2009 Financial Year.
Under these programmes and schemes, 2 376 jobs have been created through
921 youth enterprises in 2008/2009 compared to 998 jobs during 2007/2008
Financial Year. The credit scheme is now operational in eight Regions since
2008/2009 and the Regions are the following: Ohangwena, Oshana, Oshikoto,
Omusati, Kavango, Caprivi, Kunene and Omaheke. This scheme was only
applicable to 6 Regions before 2007/2008.

Our Ministry anticipates replicating the scheme in the remaining five Regions
by the year 2012 and these regions are the following: Erongo, Otjozondjupa
and Khomas. This will be done in the 2010/2011 Financial Year, while Karas
and Hardap will be implemented in 2011/2012.

Youth Exchange Programmes

This programme is designed to provide young people with the opportunity to
be exposed to other cultures, to give them a broader view of the roles and
deeper understanding of themselves, to develop leadership and communication
skills in youth and to advance international understanding and world peace.

Youth Gender

The programme focuses on gender poverty and rural development and gender
reproductive health, violence against young women, gender economic
empowerment of the girl child.
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The Rural Youth Development Programme is meant to empower young people
in the rural areas to acquire basic skills and knowledge in crop cultivation,
horticulture and other agricultural produce as a means of income and also for
poverty reduction and sustainable development. There are also other youth
opportunities, such as the National Youth Service, which is giving skills to the
youth for them to be marketable.

Financial assistance is also given to national youth bodies, such as the National
Youth Council and others. Youth training is also given at vocational training
centres and this remains a major concern for the Ministry, because of the
limited number of training facilities under its jurisdiction. However, the
Ministry currently owns and manages one fully-fledged skills training centre in
Mariental with an annual intake of 120 students and a small Community Skills
Development Centre in Okahao with an annual intake of 30 students. During
the 2008/2009 Financial Year, all centres had a combined intake of 150
students. All these are gradually being turned into training centres in various
fields for rural youth.

Finally yet importantly, allow me to update this august House and the public
outside there on the progress made in addressing the plight of the children of
the liberation struggle or youth born in exile, as mentioned in the background
information above.

Honourable Members, for the last two to three years to date, the country
witnessed demonstrations by the youth that were born in exile. Some have
camped at the SWAPO Party National Headquarters in Windhoek, while others
have camped at different SWAPO Party Regional Offices in the different
Regions of Namibia. The purpose of this demonstration was to bring the plight
of these youth to the attention of the Government and the public. It will be
recalled that the majority of the demonstrating youth were born in refugee
camps in Angola and Zambia, while a few of them were born in other foreign
countries. These youth grew up in an environment that is somehow unusual,
lacking parental upbringing and guidance largely by biological parents. Some
of the youth do not know their parents as they parents sacrificed their precious
lives in the struggle for liberation of Namibia. Life in the refugee camps was
difficult and had a negative impact on some of these youth, even worse for
those who had no biological parents to look after them.
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When the exiled Namibians were repatriated to Namibia in 1989, those youth
who had no parents were handed over to the families of their parents in the
different parts of the country. This was another cultural shock to the youth
who grew up together in refugee camps and kindergartens, only to find
themselves practically isolated from their peers. Furthermore, some of the
families faced difficulties in raising and supporting these kids. Many of the
kids, owing to their backgrounds, could not successfully complete secondary
schooling and found themselves having no prospects to enter the job market.
Hence, to come out of this predicament, the youth have taken to
demonstrations with a view to seek sympathy from the Government and the
public at large.

After consultation, a Joint Ministerial Committee endorsed the definition of the
“children of the liberation struggle” as children of the liberation struggle are
children of veterans. “Veterans” are defined in the Veterans Act (Act 2 of
2008), inclusive of exiled children who until 21 March 1990 were under the
age of 18 years.

Honourable Members, it is my distinct honour to make this statement in this
august House on the progress made in the implementation of Cabinet Decision
on the plight of the children of the liberation struggle. The children of the
liberation struggle or youth born in exile have been registered as from October
2008, which was the first phase. March 2009 was the second phase and
October 2009 to February 2010 as the third phase. It is my great honour to
report that the third registration process took place during the period 16
October 2009 to 24 February 2010 in all the 13 political regions of Namibia.
The registration was simultaneously conducted with the verification process by
the task team, comprising of members from various Offices, Ministries and
Agencies and Government. The team was led by the Minister of Youth,
National Service, Sport and Culture. However, the detailed Report will be
shared with this august House after the Technical Committee of Permanent
Secretaries has discussed and endorsed the Report during the meeting
scheduled to be held tomorrow, Wednesday, 7 April 2010.

At this stage, allow me to report to this august House that the total number of
the children of the liberation struggle who have so far been successfully
registered and verified are 8,853. This number represents those that were
actually able to come to the third registration and third verification points in all
the 13 Regions as follows:
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Caprivi Region - 248
Erongo Region - 347
Oshikoto Region - 804
Oshana Region - 1,476
Omusati Region - 1,673
Kavango Region - 224
Karas Region - 140
Omaheke - 77
Hardap - 147
Otjozondjupa - 387
Kunene - 43
Ohangwena - 1,517
Khomas - 117

Total: 8,853 female and male children of the liberation
struggle.

Honourable Members, Offices, Ministries and Agencies were directed to make
proposals of employment, education opportunities within their respective
institutions for possible placement of the children of the liberation struggle.
Based on the information received from Offices, Ministries and Agencies, a
circular was issued by the Office of the Prime Minister to recruit only the
children of the liberation struggle in all entry level positions in Government
institutions. However, normal recruitment process for all other youth with the
necessary education qualifications to fill the vacant positions at all levels
continues and these children do not include those children of the liberation
struggle who managed to enter universities or who managed to complete their
education elsewhere. Therefore, there is not an iota of discrimination, but this
one is geared towards those with special needs, as I have indicated. This also
does not discriminate against the youth and children of Namibia who were
born inside the country, but this is targeted towards these children based on the
information that I have given and it is subjected to verification.

Employment of the children of the liberation struggle and their placement in
educational institutions at home, SADC and worldwide is an ongoing process
and cannot be completed in one month or a year. It also depends on the
availability of funds in all Offices, Ministries and Agencies. This is the

collective effort of all Government institutions, therefore it is not the
responsibility of our Ministry alone.
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Allow me to further inform this august House that in 2009, out of 4,302 loans
from the Ministry of Education, which were previously called bursaries, only
32 were given to the children of the liberation struggle. In 2010, about 4,000
loans were given, of which only 59 went to the children of the liberation
struggle. The role of our Ministry is that of coordinating and making sure that
as a Government, in employing and educating the young people, we should
collaborate with each other and the above information clearly demonstrates
that the children of the struggle are not benefiting as a sort of discrimination
against other Namibian children.

I also seize this opportunity to call upon the private sector to join the efforts of
the Government in employing the children of the liberation struggle born in
exile and I thank you for listening to me. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Minister for his comprehensive Report to the
House. Any further Ministerial Statements? The Notice of Motion is one by
the Honourable Minister of Trade and Industry. Does the Minister move that
the Bill be now introduced?

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY BILL

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY: I so move,
Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Who seconds the Motion? Any objection? Agreed to.
Will the Minister please table the Bill? The Secretary will now read the Bill a
First Time.

INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY BILL
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HON SPEAKER: Does the Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry move
that the Bill be now read a Second Time?

SECOND READING
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY BILL

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY: I move so,
Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Any objection? Who seconds? Agreed to. The Deputy
Minister has the Floor.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Honourable
Speaker, Honourable Members, I have the singular honour and privilege to
introduce the Industrial Property Bill to this august House. The new legislation
is needed in order to replace archaic pieces of legislation that govern the
industrial property regime in Namibia to this day, namely the Trade Marks in
South West Africa Act (Act 48 of 1973), the Patents Act (Act 9 of 1916) and
Proclamation 17 of 1923. These in essence are South African pieces of
legislation applied to the territory of South West Africa and remained in force
in Namibia after Independence in terms of Article 140 of the Namibian
Constitution.

The introduction of the Industrial Property Bill is in fact long overdue, for a
piece of legislation that creates the requisite legal framework for the
registration and protection of patents, utility model certificates, industrial
designs and trade marks in Namibia.

Besides that, the Bill is designed to create legal certainty in the country’s
ability to protect intellectual property and consequently, contribute towards
attracting foreign direct investment, innovation, industrialisation, job creation,
poverty alleviation and contribute to the achievement of the goals of the Third
National Development Plan (NDP3) and Vision 2030.
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Recognising the important role which efficient corporate legislation plays in
the economic development and growth of Namibia, it is the aim of the Ministry
of Trade and Industry to create a corporate environment conducive to
economic growth and investment. To this end, the Ministry has embarked on a
process of reviewing certain pieces of commercial and corporate legislation.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, this included the revision of the
Trade Marks Act in South West Africa Act (Act 48 of 1973) and the Patents
Act of 1916 and Proclamation 17 of 1923, which process led to the drafting of
a new Namibian Industrial Property Bill, which Bill gives effect to modern
developments in intellectual property management at national, regional and
international level.

Comrade Speaker, the new legislation is also needed in order for Namibia to
comply with its national and international obligations, which are because of
Namibia’s membership to:

 The World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO);
 The African Intellectual Property Organisation (ARIPO); and
 The World Trade Organisation (WTO).

Such membership has resulted in Namibia being a signatory to the following
treaties, agreements and protocols:

 The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
of the World Trade Organisation;

 The Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property (the Paris
Convention);

 The Patent Corporation Treaty for the Protection of Inventions;

 The Madrid Agreement and Protocol for the Protection of Trade Marks;

 The Hague Agreement and Protocol for the Protection of industrial
Designs;
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 The Banjul Protocol for the Protection of Trademarks within the
framework of the African Intellectual Property Organisation; and

 The Harare Protocol for the Protection of Inventions within the
framework of the African Intellectual Property Organisation (ARIPO).

The draft Bill is designed to make Namibia compatible with WIPO treaties,
conventions and protocols that Namibia has signed and to those it wishes to
become signatory or accede to at a later stage.

Honourable Members, as you know, Namibia is currently negotiating Free
Trade Agreements (FTA) with the United States of America and has concluded
others with MERCOSUR countries of Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay and
Paraguay and with the European Free Trade Areas (EFTA) countries of
Norway, Iceland, Switzerland and Liechtenstein and a new Economic
Partnership Agreement (EPA) with the European Union (EU) is currently
being negotiated.

The FTAs and the EPA have the potential to trigger the flow of investments,
especially in the area of science and technology, to services and Information
Communication Technology (ICT), which may not be forthcoming in the
absence of national laws, which are in conformity with international
instruments protecting intellectual property rights. The absence of a modern
intellectual property, including an industrial property) law shall also deny
Namibia the ability to protect and to derive benefits from the indigenous
plants, such as jojoba, devil’s claw, hoodia and traditional knowledge, which
are currently being exploited by the international community without really
benefiting Namibia.

An internationally recognised intellectual property regime at national level
provides foreign and domestic investors with assurance that their sophisticated
technologies encapsulated in their patents, would not be counterfeited and
encourages increased flow of investments and technology into a country. This
spurs industrialisation and growth. Intellectual property is equally an
important tool used in the development and expansion of the SME sector,
which is a priority in Namibia.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I wish to bring to your attention the
enormous revenue potential intellectual property holds for a country.
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Application fees and designation fees for patent trademarks, industrial designs
and utility models are a huge source of revenue accruing to countries with
formidable intellectual property regimes, which assure high-level protection
against piracy and counterfeiting. With the dwindling revenue from the SACU
revenue pool, as we have been informed by the Honourable Minister of
Finance during her Budget speech recently, Namibia will have to look at other
sources of revenue urgently to compensate for the loss in SACU revenue.
Intellectual property protection through registration services provides one such
new source of revenue. However, before such revenue potential is tapped, we
would need to invest a lot in capacity building, institutional realignment and
efficient provision of services.

There are human resources implications as a result of the Bill making
provision, subject to the Public Service Act of 1995 (Act 13 of 1995), for the
Minister to appoint a Registrar, Deputy Registrar and Assistant Registrars for
the administration of the Act. Such officials already exist in the Ministry
dealing with registration of companies, close corporations, patents, trademarks
and industrial designs who execute such duties in the Directorate of
Commerce.

There are no additional financial implications to Government because of the
introduction of the Industrial Property Bill. The Bill is expected to provide a
conducive legal framework that would ensure effective and efficient provision
of services in the area of intellectual property registration and the protection of
the right holders.

The Bill provides for substantial increase of the registration fees in line with
similar provisions of the laws of other member states of the Southern African
Development Community (SADC) on a commercial basis.

As part of Government’s policy of participatory democracy, the Ministry has
since 2000 conducted extensive consultations with all stakeholders and the
public in general, who provided invaluable inputs into the Industrial Property
Bill during workshops and seminars. Those stakeholders, who were consulted
during the drafting process, include the Office of the Attorney General, the
Ministry of Justice, the Law Society of Namibia, the Law Association of
Namibia, the World Intellectual Property Organisation, the African Regional
Intellectual Property Organisation and the Third World Network in Geneva.
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Comments received from the stakeholders were taken into account when the
Bill was being drafted.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is now my singular honour to
submit the Bill to this Honourable House for its consideration and approval. I
thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Deputy Minister. Any further
discussion? Honourable Ben Ulenga.

HON ULENGA: Honourable Speaker, I rise to adjourn the Debate until
Tuesday, 13 April.

HON SPEAKER: The consideration of the Bill stands adjourned until
Tuesday, 13 April. The Secretary will read the Second Order of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF SECOND READING
APPROPRIATION BILL

HON SPEAKER: When this Debate was adjourned on Tuesday, 30 March
2010, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion by the Honourable
Minister of Finance, that the Bill be read a Second Time. Honourable
Maamberua adjourned the Debate and it is my pleasure to give you the Floor.

HON MAAMBERUA: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members I rise to
make my maiden speech in this august House and as I proceed I shall start with
the introduction of what I want to talk about and I then move to look at the
Budget environment and some comments on the Budget speech that was
delivered last week and, therefore, that would take me to looking at some of
the figures as provided in that Budget. Then we shall offer alternative
budgetary priorities and make some additional observations.
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Therefore, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is a great honour for
the entire SWANU membership and I to take my place in this House. As I
present my views, let me emphasise that my intention is to build and unify our
people and not to divide them. However, I will seek to challenge us as
Namibians by speaking frankly on the matters we are facing. Moreover, this
august House is the distinguished arena of both rational disputation and robust
democratic dialogue. Allow me, therefore, to greet my fellow citizens on
behalf of SWANU of Namibia in the name of socialism, revolution and
democracy.

It is common for those giving maiden speeches to refer to the electorates,
which have sent them to the National Assembly. In my own case, of course, I
am a Party list member, therefore my electorate is obviously the whole of
Namibia and I feel very comfortable with that.

As we strive to unify our Nation, we should not continue with the destructive
behaviour of politicising national institutions and activities. For example, one
Political Party cannot alone determine and declare national heroes, for if this
continues, some other deserving heroes will be left out. Namibia is a small
country, therefore we should be able to achieve a situation where every person,
irrespective of skin colour or gender, is valued in their own right, where
differences of opinion are tolerated and respected, where everybody who wants
a job can get one, where our elderly live in safety and dignity, where everyone,
including the Afrikaners and Basters, is entitled to practise his/her own culture
anywhere in Namibia and not be confined to the Odendaal Native Reserves as
per the Traditional Authorities Act. It will therefore be my future endeavour to
propose some amendments to this current Traditional Authorities Act in order
to bring it in line with our Constitution.

Honourable Members, you are aware that in Namibia, the many ills we grapple
with have to do with inequality and corruption. Therefore, allow me to hasten
in sharing with you the established relationship between these two. According
to You and Khagram: “income inequality increases the level of corruption
through material and normative mechanisms. The wealthy have both greater
motivation and more opportunity to engage in corruption, whereas the poor
are more vulnerable to extortion and less able to monitor and hold the rich
and powerful accountable as inequality increases.”

Faced with this stark reality, we cannot afford not to use our budgetary powers
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to direct our resources towards reducing the gap between the haves and the
have-nots. Though this is not the time to score political points, I worry greatly
that there is not much in prospect to deliver the faster rate of economic
development that Namibians have been yearning for since Independence.

I pledge to vigorously oppose policies which seem likely to hinder equity in
education, equity in health, equity in resources distribution, equity in accessing
opportunities, indeed, equity in all our human endeavour and will seek every
opportunity to advance policies designed to encourage national identity, unity
and development for all, so that when my time comes to leave this august
House, the gap between the poor and the rich is closing; poverty,
unemployment and inequity are eradicated, not continue to widen. Only then
will I be confident that we are truly and comfortably heading towards
achieving the Millennium Development Goals and Vision 2030.

Honourable Members Political Parties in Namibia are products of their own
experiences and the ideas, if not ideological perspectives with which they have
been confronted. In the case of SWANU, I believe unapologetically in an
active role for Government. I believe that this activist role should have as its
foremost guiding principle a commitment to equality of opportunity that is real
rather than rhetorical. It is my conviction that it is self-evident truth that to be
properly human and certainly to be African means to be socialist, favouring a
major role for Government in controlling the economy and equitably
redistributing its resources and opportunities. To paraphrase Comrade Hitjevi
Veii: “We cherished an egalitarian society in which our people will have
access to better education, better housing and better standard of living,
etcetera.

However, what we are experiencing is the escalating gap even between blacks
and blacks.”

After 20 years of budgetary experience we are certainly at crossroads,
therefore in the next few weeks we need to ponder the following questions:

 How democratic and transparent is our budgetary process? Are
stakeholders, like the unions, NGOs, industry, etcetera, involved at some
stage in the process?

 To what extent does the Budget address the following rights: the right to
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a decent job for all; the right to universal health; the right to good
education; the right to affordable home for every Namibian; the right to
adequate pension for every citizen; the right to decent standard of living;
the right to safety.

The Budget Environment

The Budget is tabled against the background of deep-seated social ills and
structural inequality in our society that capitalism has not been able to address.
It is presented in times of devastating unemployment levels, high cost of living
resulting from increase in the price of basic food commodities, increase in the
price of fuel, the continuing hike of water and electricity tariffs and the
skyrocketing interest rates. It is, therefore unimaginable how Namibia decided
to attempt correcting the ills of exploitative capitalist apartheid system with a
capitalist exploitative model! Where have our Socialist ideals gone? The
cause of disagreement is not the arithmetic of the figures in the Budget, but the
philosophy and the rationale informing these figures. We honestly admit that it
is indeed an onerous task for the Minister of Finance to chart a Budget in an
ideological vacuum, aggravated by inequities of the past and present.
(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: The House shall rise for refreshments.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:15 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON MAAMBERUA: I thank you, Honourable Speaker. We honestly
admit that it is indeed an onerous task for the Minister of Finance to chart a
Budget in an ideological vacuum, aggravated by inequities of the past and
present, further coupled with acute shortage of resources. These are times of
trials and tribulations for the Minister and for sure, her position is the most
testing and demanding and thus, unenviable. Rest assured, Comrade Minister,
you have the full and unwavering support from SWANU and from me
personally.

Honourable Members, please note that the world is gravitating towards
socialism. For example, President Obama in his inaugural speech said: “But
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this crisis has reminded us that without a watchful eye, the market can spin out
of control. The Nation cannot prosper long when it favours only the
prosperous.”

What we need to underline there is the “watchful eye”. In a free market
system, the watchful eye is actually to bring in regulations and rules and then
you do not have free market anymore.

Also judging from previously privately held assets now owned (or maybe
nationalised) by the Government, the United States is probably the biggest
socialist country in the Americas if not in the world now. The recent adoption
of the Socialised Health Care System in the United States is more socialist than
capitalist. The most indebted country in the world, the USA, is inextricably (at
least for the near future) indebted to the largest socialist, and the fastest
growing economy in the word – China. Latin American countries are
increasingly becoming socialist, as we, all know. Spain has been under
socialist Government for a number of years now. President Sarkozy of France
only two weeks ago was defeated by socialists’ at Local Government level and
of late, only a week ago, when addressing an audience at Columbia University,
he made it clear that capitalism without rules, regulations and organisation is
no longer acceptable. For us this is a clear rejection of the free-market
economy, because capitalism without rules and regulations is no longer
capitalism. After all, the Nobel Laureate Joseph Stieglitz said that the so-
called invisible hand of Adam Smith never actually existed.

Despite this paradigm shift, Namibia is still stuck in the past and yet it is the
country with the largest gap between the rich and the poor. It is among the
countries in the world with the highest unemployment rates, it is among
countries with the highest poverty rates, it remains amongst countries with the
highest HIV/AIDS infections in the world, it remains amongst very few
countries in the world with highest infection rates in tuberculosis. Therefore,
to talk about pro-poor Budget in a capitalist environment, is highly
questionable. After all, it can be argued that merely allocating public resources
for right goods and services may not necessarily lead to desirable outcomes if
the ideological base is not correct.

Fellow Legislators, if we are to realise the Millennium Development Goals and
Vision 2030, then we ought to revisit our development philosophy and
ideology so that it is aligned with our unique circumstances. For the past 20
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years, we have experimented with a free-market system and evidently, the
outcome is dismal, as I have just described above. Honourable Members, my
humble submission is that for the sake of the future of our descendants and
posterity, let us retreat to think for a while about another approach, a paradigm
shift, if you like.

Financial Sector Charter

According to the Minister’s Budget speech, “this Charter will place the
financial sector at the forefront of promoting broad-based economic growth,
wealth creation and economic empowerment (page 7 of speech). I note with
disbelief that a charter, which is just a guiding tool, anyway, would bring about
any fundamental changes in our economic life. This misgiving prompts me to
suggest the urgent revival of the Presidential Economic Advisory Council.

Audit Bill

It is hoped that this Bill will empower the Auditor General to bring on board
specialist auditors as permanent staff on different salary scales from those
determined under the Public Service Act.

State Finance Act

I welcome the long overdue amendment to the State Finance Act and I hope
that this Bill will provide for a Clause that will facilitate the outsourcing of the
Revenue Management and Tax Collection function of the Ministry of Finance
to a Semi-State authority. The feasibility for this was done already in 2002.
The implementation is needed. Such a move would be able to help bring on
board specialist investigators, auditors and accountants as permanent staff on
different salary scales from those determined under the Public Service Act.

Budget Figures

Revenue from Mining

Having perused through the revenue figures as provided in successive Budgets,
it is evident that our revenue from mining activities (company taxes and
royalties) on average is a meagre N$2 billion, which is approximately 9% of
our total revenue. This seems to be an insignificant contribution relative to its
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much-lauded status as a backbone of the Namibian economy. In sharp
contrast, diamonds alone contribute 36% to the GDP and 45% to Government
revenue in Botswana.

Therefore, Honourable Members, imperatively an urgent independent study to
determine the optimal contribution that mining ought to contribute to
Government revenue is urgently needed.

Dividend Receipts and Subventions to Commercialised State Entities

Transfers to Air Namibia and to the Development Bank of Namibia are
referred to as equity participation in the Budget books before us, yet the
transfers to TransNamib, Roads Fund Administration, NamPower, and
AgriBank are not. Maybe we could have an explanation at a later stage on that
score.

Allocation to Tertiary Institutions (UNAM and Polytechnic)

Much has been said about knowledge economy, as being a driving force in the
21st century and our country cannot afford to be left behind in this highly
globalised economy. As a country, we have set ourselves a benchmark, which
is Vision 2030. Our dream is that by 2030 our country would have reached the
same level of development like the current industrialised countries. For us to
reach that level, we need a highly educated workforce. Therefore, it is
imperative that we send as many of our students to institutions of higher
learning, which means that we have to create the right conditions which
includes the provision of free education at tertiary level. As it stands now,
tuition and hostel fees amount to approximately N$66 million at UNAM (2008
Annual Report) and about N$83 million at the Polytechnic (2008 Annual
Report). These fees can be reduced progressively through additional budgetary
provisions, starting with the current Budget, by allocating an additional N$30
million to each institution. This would reduce fees for the current year
significantly. That can be done, it is feasible, only an additional N$60 million
this year, then the students’ fees can be reduced progressively and eventually
we will have free education at tertiary level.

Allocation to Pensioners and Orphans and Vulnerable Children

The increase in the pensioners’ and OVC’s allowances is long overdue and
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should not be treated as a privilege in a country where the rich is getting richer
at the expense of the poor who are economic victims of a system that promotes
inequality in a potentially rich country. Therefore, for the sake of
transparency, respect, predictability and accountability, subsequent pension
and allowances should be contained in the Medium Term Expenditure
Framework with estimated inflation factored in, so that from now we will
already know what they are going to get next year and the year thereafter. I
think it would be more transparent if we did it that way.

Budget Surplus of N$1,5 billion during 2008/2009

According to the Minister’s speech, the Budget surplus of N$1,5 billion was
due to stronger revenue performance and prudent expenditure control. This is
strange, unless if there have been extraordinary control measures to yield such
a surplus in one year. Alternatively, this could be a matter of pure under-
estimation of revenue, either inadvertently due to lack of capacity or
advertently to make the outcome look good to claim prudent expenditure
control. Whatever the case, the surplus is welcome.

Total Debt

Some clarity is needed about what is said that 10,9% constituted domestic
borrowings and 4.2% which constituted foreign borrowing. The question is,
what happened to the rest, because if you add 10,9% plus 4,2%, you get
15,1%. Alternatively, what is the meaning of 10,9% of 15,1% of the GDP?
Maybe we can get some clarity on that later on.

Achievements under 2009/2010 Budget:

 The 2009/2010 Budget was called a pro-poor Budget, but under the
achievements nothing is said about the magnitude or degree of poverty
reduced. In fact the word “pro-poor” does not feature anywhere in the
current Budget statement.

 Granting N$450 to pensioners is not in itself an achievement. This
achievement should be measured in terms of whether the pensioners are
better off and if so, how are they better off?
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 Between now and 2013 there will be about 40,000 additional orphans and
vulnerable children, reaching 200,000 receiving grants by then. This
trend seems to be unabated and, therefore, worrisome. Perhaps soon all
children in Namibia will be OVCs. It is an achievement to reach as many
OVCs as possible, but it is a gross under-performance on the part of
Government to have an ever-increasing figure of OVCs, that tells us that
poverty reduction strategies and allocations are not effective or are
misdirected.

 If it is true that in 2009 alone 192 classrooms were built, this can be
construed as being an achievement and we congratulate Government.
However, the question is how many classrooms are needed per annum
and if the 192 classrooms is the figure required per year, then we should
probably be able to solve the problem of classrooms in the shortest
possible time.

 It is not an achievement to claim to have assisted 13,000 students in
tertiary institutions, while it is common knowledge that there are indeed
more students that need assistance and who are unable to access
Government loans and especially knowing that as a country we can
afford to assist many more. What exactly is the achievement when we
are talking about assisting 13,000 students if more actually need that
assistance?

This is a very sensitive item, which can easily be used as an extra-budgetary
facility. Contingency must mean contingency or unforeseen circumstances,
which, if not immediately paid for, Government operations will be severely
hampered or prejudiced. Therefore, the Minister must provide details of the
use of this item and not say details will be provided to “Honourable Members
who are interested”. Similarly, allocation of N$50 million to the Development
Bank of Namibia for job creation objective is certainly not in this category.
Clear guidelines of how to use contingency were developed many years ago
and Members need to familiarise themselves with them. In any event,
2009/2010 outcome of this item has not been provided anywhere for us to see,
nor is the amount being requested for 2010/2011 referred to in the Budget
documents that we have seen so far.
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Revenue Outlook

How is the “wonderful” revenue growth in 2012/2013 of about N$6 billion or
a growth of 25% in one year going to happen? Perhaps we will look at that at
a later stage.

External Grants

We were informed that N$2,2 billion outside State Revenue Fund were given
in grants. The question is, is this a once-off figure or is it going to be yearly
grants given, that way and from whom are these grants? To quote from our
Constitution, Article 125(2) reads as follows: “All income accruing to Central
Government shall be deposited in the State Revenue Fund and the authority to
dispose thereof shall vest in the Government of the Republic of Namibia.”
Therefore, it is quite clear from the above constitutional provision that money
accruing to Central Government must be deposited in the State Revenue Fund,
including grants.

SMEs Bank

This facility is long overdue because the Development Bank of Namibia has to
concentrate on sourcing long-term joint venture capital, internally and
externally, partly also to stem the outflow of our much needed resources to
neighbouring countries. Hence, the target for the Development Bank of
Namibia should have been, in our opinion, N$10 billion in its bottom-line
within the first ten years of its existence and that is what SWANU calls a
progressive change in the paradigm of development financing. The
concessional loans of about N$1 billion from China and other sources could
actually be used to capitalise the Development Bank for on-lending to other
institutions for job creation.

Broad Budgetary Alternative Priorities

We want to offer some alternatives as a responsible Political Party, a
comradely Party and we want to work in a joint national spirit. SWANU
proposes that alternative sources of revenue must be found, while existing ones
must be consolidated and we agree with the Minister in that respect. However,
the Inland Revenue Department must be transformed into an independent
Revenue Authority, staffed with professionally qualified accountants, financial
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analysts, economists and so forth. This will foster a culture of efficiency, good
governance and professionalism in the revenue collection regime. Equally, the
Office of the Auditor-General must become independent of State bureaucracy
so that it can effectively monitor and report on unnecessary spending and
public wastage.

NamWater/Water Bills

Past exorbitant, unaffordable rural water bills hang over the lives of our rural
folks like death threats. We rather budget for this debt than giving subventions
to NamPower and Air Namibia. Water is life and not a luxury like flying.

Second Land Conference

To those starving because they have no land to toil, to those thrown out of
farms and those driven off the land of their ancestors, SWANU wants to
remind that the resolution of the land question in Namibia remains the most
important issue on SWANU’s menu – period! SWANU calls on Government
to fund and organise an open public second land conference for us all to put
heads together to pave the way towards land question solution. The ostrich
approach to land and agrarian transformation is just a postponement of the
inevitable problem of mass uprising in the future.

A Parliamentary resolution exists for Government to take this process further.
Therefore, resources towards that activity must be put aside in this Budget if
we are to do and be seen to be rendering some meaningful contribution to this
historic and yet unresolved national question.

Establishment of a Youth Job-Seeking Assistance and Unemployment
Fund

We propose that a Youth Job-Seeking and Unemployment Fund be established
to:

 Offer wage subsidy and vacation student internship programmes. These
programmes will subsidise an employee’s wage for an initial timeframe
in partnership with the business.

 Offer transport allowances for graduates holding certificates, diplomas
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and degrees, seeking employment opportunities, considering the vastness
of the Namibian territory.

 Offer UNAM, Polytechnic and other graduates from accredited colleges
and institutions, who are temporarily unemployed due to lack of job
opportunities, some unemployment benefits.

Vocational Training Centres

To establish more vocational training centres in all the Regions in the next ten
years. Thus, in this current Budget money for the feasibility studies to
determine the feasibility of this idea must be set aside. The grade ten and
twelve failures will obviously continue in the near future and, therefore,
vocational training centres will serve as catchment areas for these so-called
dropouts and others.

Free and Compulsory Primary Education.

Education is said to be both a tool of social justice as well as a fundamental
driver of economic development. Article 20(2) of the Constitution of the
Republic of Namibia reads as follows: “Primary education shall be
compulsory and the State shall provide reasonable facilities to render effective
this right for every resident within Namibia by establishing and maintaining
State schools at which primary education will be provided free of charge.”
That is a constitutional obligation. Section 20(3) states: “Children shall not
be allowed to leave school until they have completed their primary education
or have attained the age of sixteen years, whichever is the sooner, save in so
far as this may be authorised by an Act of Parliament on grounds or health or
other considerations pertaining to the public interest.” Thus, we have two
very serious constitutional obligations, as far as primary schooling is
concerned – compulsory, free and every school-leaver to attain the age of
sixteen or upon attainment of the primary school certificate.

I guess this reminder will be met by the inevitable chorus of, “we cannot
afford it”, but I ask the question: As a Nation, can we afford not to? I believe
that equity and economic development demand it. In a global economy, a first-
class education is one of the few forms of real security that the State can
provide to its citizens.
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Introduce a socialised health system in Namibia so that all Namibians have
access to medical aid. I understand only 16% of Namibians are medically
insured.

Abolish the REDS and allow municipalities to source power directly from
NamPower. Reintegrate NamWater into Central Government in order to
reduce water tariffs particularly for the rural communities and the poor strata
of our society.

Introduce a Minimum Wage across all Sectors in Namibia.

The vanguard Party of Namibian politics would like to call on all Labour
Unions and, indeed, all workers in Namibia to work closely with SWANU so
that together we can fight against unemployment by devising strategies that
will eliminate this scourge that is dragging our country down and destroying
families. In this respect, it is important that a minimum wage for all sectors in
Namibia be introduced.

We would want to see the Basic Income Grant (BIG) being expanded and
nationalised so that it is fully supported by State revenue for the benefit of all
needy Namibians as one way of closing the gap between the rich and the poor
in our society. Therefore, SWANU fully supports the Basic Income Grant
scheme and we call on Government to immediately allocate funds to BIG or
similar schemes. This is particularly imperative during the current economic
crisis, which is affecting the unemployed most severely. SWANU shall
immediately subscribe to the BIG Project as a monthly contributing member.
At least we can help one or two people in that respect.

Reintroduce agricultural production subsidies with self-sufficiency targets at
least for the next five years.

Flooding in the Northern Regions

SWANU proposes that a permanent remedy must be found for the perennial
flooding in the northern Regions. We urge Government to set aside a Budget
Vote for agrarian transformation in the northern Regions. The huge water
resources there must be harvested for a Green Revolution to counter the effects
of encroaching desertification and deforestation. We need political will and
vision to carry out these ambitious development projects. This is not a
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pipedream. Times are changing and changing fast. We cannot continue to see
the devastating effects of the northern floods, let us budget to counter the
effects of those floods.

Some other observations:

 Page 14 of the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure: For Health and
Social Services, funded positions are 9 811 and yet the approved
establishment positions are 8 508. It is not permissible to fund more
positions than those approved by the Public Service Commission. If it is
a mistake, that could be revisited.

 On page 23 of the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure, we see that for
the subsequent years to come, Government has budgeted for guarantees.
Normally it is accepted that some companies will dishonour their
obligations, but we need to know which are these companies that were
guaranteed for which Government made Budget provisions for the next
two, three years to come.

 Page 15 of the same document deals with Defence and here comes in the
question of opportunity cost, because we are talking about a figure of
N$776,581,000 to be spent on capital projects in one year. I feel that is
on the high side. When I looked at the Development Programme, it
seemed that this is close to N$1 billion to be spent in one year on capital
projects for Defence actually goes to rehabilitating and upgrading of
military bases and that is a figure which does not auger well for our
current situation and we would want to revisit that figure, so that perhaps
we could re-distribute some funding from that Vote to some other needy
Votes.

In conclusion, I do not know whether I will be in this House for a short or a
long time. That is for others to decide, but what I do know is that I have no
intention of being here for the sake of just being here. With the unwavering
support of my SWANU comrades and all sympathetic Namibians, it is my
intention to make a difference. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Mushelenga.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Honourable
Speaker, allow me at the outset to extend my congratulations to fellow
lawmakers for their election and re-election, respectively. I look forward to
their vibrant contributions to national debates.

I thank the Namibian voters, and the born-frees in particular, for delivering a
solid victory to the SWAPO Party and its presidential candidate, His
Excellency, President Hifikepunye Pohamba. Over the past five years,
President Pohamba has steered the management of public affairs towards
creating an improved and advanced tomorrow. He emerged as a focused
leader who espouses honesty and integrity. I commend his sense of tolerance
and unifying character that makes him a composed leader and affable political
leader. It is no wonder that in return the Namibian people gave him the
obviously earned reward – they elected him President of the Republic of
Namibia with an overwhelming majority.

I extend my personal gratitude to His Excellency, the President for assigning
me to be among the key foreign policy-makers. This is indeed a tall order to
promote the image of Namibia within the international community and
advance her prosperity through economic diplomacy. I am moved and
humbled by the confidence and trust that President Pohamba has put in me to
serve as the youngest member of the Executive.

I pay tribute to the Founding President and Father of the Namibian Nation, His
Excellency, Dr Sam Nujoma, who has laid the foundation of our nationhood.
Dr Nujoma belongs to the prestigious class of great Pan-Africanists –
champions of noble perspectives and indomitable legacies. I admire his sense
of purpose, resoluteness and persistence.

Honourable Speaker, I will fail in my duty if I do not commend you for the
leadership that you have provided to the Parliament over the past five years.
When the conducts of some Honourable Members – like what Honourable
Tjihuiko is doing now – threatened to downgrade the decorum of the House,
you intervened estimably in order to prevent anarchy and unfavourable
ruptures. I envy your unparalleled diplomatic skills that have saved political
opponents from ferocious brawls, thus ensuring the preservation of the
appropriate aura that brings dignity and civility to this august House. I
cherished moments when you, repeatedly, emptied the calabash of wisdom
before us in this eminent Chamber. Yours is a record of triumph that makes
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many to feel dwarfed by you, Mr Speaker, Sir, a giant of a man in terms of
international stature and universal credentials.

I am personally indebted to you, Honourable Speaker, for your inspiration and
support in my endeavours to master the essentials of international relations by
way of comprehensive exploration of academic discourses. I truly mean it
when I say to you today, dear Comrade Theo-Ben Gurirab, that you have
nurtured my passion for diplomacy and I, therefore, count you among the
mentors and role models who have fundamentally moulded me in becoming
what I am today. I salute you and congratulate you on your re-election as
Speaker, dear distinguished statesman, seasoned politician, exceptional Guru
and diplomat par excellence.

Honourable Speaker, the Budget presented before this august House was
formulated against the background of economic recess. The performance of
the economy should therefore be viewed in this context. In their publication
entitled Economics for South African Students, scholars of economics, such as
Philip Mohr and Louis Fourie, identify economic growth, full employment,
price stability balance of payment stability and equitable distribution of income
as the major objectives that serve as a yardstick to evaluate the performance of
the economy.

Of the previously mentioned objective, the employment question has raised
public eyebrows. Unofficial projections put the rate at 51%. To mitigate this
predicament, the Honourable Minister of Finance has presented an
expansionary Budget to put the economy back on track. I commend the
allocation of N$14,5 billion in the Medium Term Expenditure Framework for
the capital Budget. Infrastructure development will, undoubtedly create
significant employment opportunities. I further support the allocation of N$24
million in the Medium Term Expenditure Framework under the Ministry of
Youth, National Service, Sports and Culture for capacity-building aimed at
skills and expertise that enhance employability and N$23,8 million for the
empowerment of the rural youth by integrating them into community-based
natural resources management.

With regard to the Capital Budget that I have just alluded to, I deem it
necessary to submit to this august House that in awarding construction tenders,
particular attention should be given to young entrepreneurs to empower them
and ensure the growth of their respective business enterprises. Youth
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empowerment is central to standing the country’s future economic boom in
good stead. At the same time, I should assert that youth empowerment should
go hand in hand with adherence to quality standards. There should be no
compromise on this principle because it does not help us when the Government
spends money on a project, only to repeat the same exercise in a not distant
future due to poor workmanship.

Youth empowerment can also be realised through the SMEs development. It is
clearly explained in the Medium Term Expenditure Framework that the SME
and Entrepreneurship Development programmes are aimed at increasing the
participation of emerging and existing small businesses. Upcoming young
entrepreneurs need to have their skills tuned and sharpened to respond to the
growing demand of the market economy. Those who attend the annual youth
expo can attest to the willpower of our youth to do something for a better
living, but they can only sustain their projects and venture when they have
sufficient support. Most of our young people are small and medium
entrepreneurs. It is stated in the Medium Term Expenditure Framework
document that the mentorship programmes and access to finance continue to
hamper the development of the SMEs. Accordingly, I support the allocation of
N$18 million for the SMEs mentorship and N$86,9 million for the
transformation of the Small Business Credit Guarantee Trust into the SMEs
banking institution. The purpose of financing and mentoring SME s should be
clearly understood that it is aimed at developing such SMEs into major
business establishments. The SME bank should serve the real needs of the
small and medium entrepreneurs. Red tape bureaucracy of the traditional
banking institutions should be revisited, while at the same time keeping the
risks of money lending as minimal as possible.

Honourable Speaker, the world has encountered yet another hazard, exposing
our Universe to vulnerability. I am hereby referring to the climate change
issue. This phenomenon affects mainly primary Industries such as agriculture
and fisheries. Consequently, these do not only result in low production and
unemployment, but also poses a threat to food security. In his publication
entitled, Investing in China, questions and answers, Pan Shihong advocates
among others, (1) the study of the techniques of soil fertilisation and optimum
fertiliser applications for crops; (2) the study of breeding techniques for
famous and fine fish; (3) the study of techniques for examining, monitoring
and preventing plant diseases and insect pests; (4) and the study of seed
nursery techniques for major crops. These measures are deemed to enhance
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and guarantee agricultural production. I, therefore, applaud the allocation in
the current Financial Year of an amount totalling about N$340 million for the
production and improvement of livestock and animal health control and over
N$380 million for crop production and horticultural development. I am further
pleased to note that the impact on the Performance Efficiency Measurement
Programme (PEMP) for the allocation on youth development under the
Ministry of Youth, National Service, Sports and Culture will be to increase
employment opportunities for the youth through training in agricultural
programmes, aquaculture and animal husbandry.

Honourable Speaker , over the past five consecutive years my Budget speeches
were never complete without saying something on international relations.
Namibia has internal and external surroundings, which shapes her standing as a
member of the universal society. Any national would want her country to
shine and prosper in the global configuration. Like any other stories of
success, achievement in this respect does not come on a silver platter. Our
diplomats at home and abroad should thus adjust themselves to a modus
operandi geared towards tangible achievements. I will not attempt to pre-empt
the motivation of the Budget Vote of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs by the
Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs, Comrade Utoni Nujoma, by
enumerating the duties and responsibilities of Foreign Service Officials, I
would rather give food for thoughts on the general perspective that I hold on
what I call “diplomacy that yields harvests”.

Establishing diplomatic relations and missions requires that we should spend
money. Thus, there is a provision of N$1 billion in the Medium Term
Expenditure Framework, which the Honourable Minister will present in more
details when introducing Vote 07. Such an allocation is no social
responsibility. It is expected that the end-results should bring mutual benefits
between Namibia and her diplomatic partners. Diplomacy that yields harvests
will be realised when the money that Government spends in keeping diplomats
in foreign capitals bears meaningful outputs that contribute to the growth of the
Namibian economy and socio-economic developments.

Diplomacy that yields harvests is not about white elephant diplomacy. One
can have institutions built with good intentions to execute agreed tasks in order
to reach the set goals and objectives. However, these could end up serving a
mere purpose of decorating metropolitan areas and beautifying urban
structures. This happens when diplomats neglect the core business of their
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mandate and rather carry out activities that are not gainful to the Namibian
Government, thereby wasting public resources for fruitless destinies. It must
be engraved in the minds of our Foreign Service Officials and Diplomats that it
is not the existence of diplomatic relations and centres that matters, but the
fruitful end-results which diplomacy delivers.

Diplomacy that yields harvests is not about post-office and public relations
diplomacy. The expenditure by our diplomats should be scrutinised in terms of
the volume of trade and investments that crosses oceans and continents,
making their way to the land of the brave. Bringing trade and investment does
not only mean introducing entrepreneurs to the Namibian business fraternity, it
requires follow-up evaluation and strategies for the way forward with a view to
increase Namibia’s competitiveness as an attractive commercial hub.

Diplomacy that yields harvests is not a by-the-way diplomacy. Signing
bilateral agreements and shelve them to collect dust and swell up archives does
not bring any benefit to signatories of a pact. Agreements should serve as tools
of trade and be followed to the letter and spirit. Their success and failures
should be scrutinised through ongoing assessments. This should be done
comparing expenditure to productivity. Such an exercise requires that proper
record management should be in place. Yours truly has observed some
anomalies and made recommendations on this particular aspect in his academic
discourse entitled, “Foreign-policy making in Namibia, the dynamics of the
smallness of a State”.

Diplomacy that yields harvests requires multi-sectoral coordination. As the
saying goes that it takes two to tango, take it from his academic discourse cited
earlier. I do not subscribe to the trend of going solo in foreign relations and
diplomacy undertakings. After all, renowned gurus of international relations,
such as Ambassador Rana who trained Namibian diplomats in the recent years,
share similar sentiments in his publication entitled, “Asian diplomacy, the
Foreign Ministries of China, India, Japan, Singapore and Thailand”. The
world is moving from the traditional diplomacy of Ministries of Foreign
Affairs being exclusive domains of foreign policy making. Many entities
within States, both State and Non-State actors alike, have something to offer to
bilateral interactions with a view to achieve economic rewards and other
profitable harvests. There should therefore be a synergy of co-operation
among stakeholders with a view to harmonise the underlying fundamentals of
the concerned actors.
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Two years ago, I stood during the Budget Debate in this august House,
applauding the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for deploying young diplomats at
multilateral missions. This trend will ensure that Namibia’s future foreign-
policy making process is in good stead. It is needless to mention that this is
part of youth empowerment and it should be consistently encouraged and
continued.

Honourable Speaker, before I conclude, I would like to address the issue of
political tolerance. Political tolerance requires maturity and acceptance of
defeat when one is defeated. We observed with indignation how knives have
been out to grill and vilify the SWAPO Party as an intolerant Party, but who
are the people that were saying these things?

These are the very same people whom we have seen being intolerant of the
media, chasing away media practitioners from what are supposedly public
gatherings. These are the very same people who are intolerant of democracy,
who are bent on bringing controversies and triviality in elections to yield cheap
political mayhems. These very same people abhor the true dogma of multi-
party democracy, trying to create a desperate hullabaloo advancing an ill
thought stay-away from this revered national platform. These very same
people seek to undermine other Minority Parties that have responded positively
to the mandate of their respective voters that they be part of this august House.

Whatever justification they give, a redundant and superfluous excuse has no
substance in a reputable common sense rational. At last, their previous
accusations of the SWAPO Party being intolerant have finally been exposed to
be self-induced torments transformed into slapdash utterances and noise
pollution. The Nation expects the amount of N$84,1 million, which is
allocated to Political Parties in the Medium Term Expenditure Framework for
democracy and good governance to be used for responsible politics and mature
politicking.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-
Amadhila, a fellow youth and legislator, continues to enjoy my support for
upholding sound financial management and adopting a national economic
management approach. She and her able team were able to come up with a
Budget that is aimed at macro-economic stability. This notwithstanding,
Honourable Maamberua found it appropriate to extend criticism to the
Government. The Honourable Member, as we all know, served as Permanent
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Secretary in the Ministry of Finance where he was among the architects of the
National Budget. In that position, he ought to advise the Government on
priority areas. From his recent remarks, it appears that he had failed dismally
to execute his duties with distinction. I am told some Civil Servants
undermine and sabotage good policies and programmes of the Government.
While they are supposed to initiate some course of action, they would rather sit
on their laurels and commit sins of omission. Whether or not Honourable
Maamberua falls under that category, it is for the public to judge him based on
these recent remarks about the so-called budgetary shortcomings.

Now that all is said and done, I hereby publicly express support to the
2010/2011 Appropriation Bill and the Medium Term Expenditure Framework
2010/2011 to 2012/2013.

HON SPEAKER: Dr Amweelo.

HON DR AMWEELO: Thank you very much, Comrade Speaker. First, I
would like to welcome and congratulate all the old Members and new
Members to this Chamber. I understand and believe that together we will step
an extra mile from the point of knowledge to the point of action.

Allow me to join the other Honourable Members who have already
congratulated the Honourable Minister of Finance, Comrade Saara
Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, Honourable Deputy Minister Comrade Calle
Schlettwein and the entire staff component, as well as the former Director-
General of the National Planning Commission, Professor Peter Katjavivi and
the current Director-General of the National Planning Commission, Comrade
Tom Alweendo on a job well done in the preparation of this very good Budget.

Comrade Speaker, I am very happy to note that the SWAPO Party has
achieved the goal of nation building through the SWAPO Party Government.
In the past twenty years, the SWAPO Party Government has given education
and health a top priority by spending over 40% of the Budget on these two
sectors. Furthermore, infrastructure development, such as electricity, water,
with special emphasis on rural areas, transport and communication
infrastructure, construction of new roads and rehabilitation of existing roads,
railway construction and Railway rehabilitation, better housing and so forth,
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are becoming available in a significant way in rural areas that were neglected
in the past. Our President, Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba, always says: “If
you do not see a project which was done after Independence, you can feel it
and you can touch it.”

The SWAPO Government will continue to improve and promote the
infrastructure development in our country. Finance will play a major role in
the promotion and improvement of that development. In order to reduce the
unemployment rate, a figure estimated at 51%, we needed to more strongly
emphasise rural development projects, such as agriculture expansion, with
special emphasis on the Green Scheme, and other projects by approaching the
labour-based construction method, such as we are doing in our railway project,
thereby reducing the unemployment rate in our country.

Since Independence, labour-based projects have been implemented in the
communal areas and we have experienced that, it could generate more
employment opportunities for the communities through which the projects pass
and could give the inhabitants access to markets and services.

Comrade Speaker, now I would like to focus on a unique project, namely the
future development of port facilities at Cape Fria or Angra Fria, which I think
is economically, financially and technically feasible. The coast of Namibia
runs in an almost straight line about 1 350 kilometres to the north-northwest.
The coastline is affected to a marked degree by the major meteorological
systems within the southern Atlantic, which cause the Benguela Current to run
along the entire coastline of Namibia. The coastline has two harbours, namely
Walvis Bay and Lüderitz. Now it is believed that no vessels, apart from
pleasure boats that can be removed from the water, operate from any location
other than Walvis Bay and Lüderitz. The SWAPO Party Government wants to
investigate the consequences and to determine the impact of a third harbour in
the vicinity of Cape Fria or Angra Fria about 300 kilometres north-west of
Opuwo, to serve Namibia not only as a fishing harbour, but also as a harbour
for the shipment of import and export of cargo, ore and minerals from and to
adjacent SADC countries.

The SWAPO Party Government already, through the Ministry of Works and
Transport, appointed a company called Technology Systems and Management
who conducted a pre-feasibility study on the future port in July 2004, which
was completed in June 2006. They suggested that the most likely location is
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Angra Fria, because the natural bay is of a sufficient size to form the basis of a
new harbour and although it provides little protection, it would reduce the
problems of siltation within the harbour. Therefore, I would like to suggest
that this project should be seriously reconsidered and start with the feasibility
study, leading to the construction of the new harbour in order to provide more
job opportunities especially to our young people.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members let me turn to the climate change
risks which are facing us. The issue of climate change and its associated risks
or consequences had become a major issue worldwide, Namibia being no
exception, as a matter of fact, current projections indicate that developing
countries are more vulnerable to climate change than those industrialised
nations that are more responsible for the cause of it. The evidence has never
been stronger that climate change is happening and poses significant risks to
life on earth. Continuing scientific research is playing a crucial role in helping
us to understand these risks, as well as to mitigate and adapt ourselves for
them.

Science is very, very clear. It has provided us with overwhelming evidence of
manmade climate change, providing a clear and impartial response to those
who cling to doubts. Science shows how our climate has already changed and
how it may change in the future. Ultimately, this science will guide us in an
effective response to the challenges we face and minimise the impacts of
climate change. The evidence points to early and deep cuts in greenhouse gas
emissions to limit the long-term consequences. Here we focus on the latest
observations of climate – including warming trends, potentially dangerous
future impacts and the effect of global and sectoral mitigation options. Science
will drive our response to climate change.

Some climate change is inevitable and it is essential that we begin to put
mitigation strategies, such as wind power, compact fluorescent lamp in place.
We can even think about manure to bio-gas, solar water heater, wood biomass
could be converted to ethanol fuel and adaptation strategies, such as upgrading
infrastructure to cope with droughts and floods. We could also address sea
impacts to protect coastal areas, monitoring changing weather patterns for
planning, research about suitable adaptive crop varieties and animal breeds.

Properly applied science and research will inform our choices in dealing with
climate change in Namibia and around the world, supporting sustainable
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development and global equity. What is the impact of climate change? Global
climate change has an impact on people and their cultures as it affects fresh
water supplies, agriculture, food security, human settlements, sea level rise,
human health, increased transmission of diseases. We experience dry rivers,
because the water evaporates, devastating floods, ocean acidification, fish
extinction, soil erosion, heat waves, desertification and diseases. These
physical and natural impacts are more experienced by poor people in
developing countries because in developed countries they have technology to
mitigate this problem. In fact, the US National Intelligence Council Report
clearly states that climate change will worsen existing problems such as
poverty, social tensions, environmental degradation, ineffective leadership and
weak political institutions.

The question is: Does climate change affect economic growth? The answer is
yes. Hot countries tend to be poorer, but debate continues over whether the
temperature-income relationship is simply a happenstance association. This
column uses “within country estimates” to show that higher temperatures have
large negative effects on economic growth, but only in poor countries. The
findings are big news for future global inequality.

Decision-makers readily perceive the economic costs of adopting bold climate
policies, such as strict cap and trade programmes. The opportunity cost of not
adopting strict climate policies is much less apparent. It should, however be
equally important in rational decision-making. If unchecked, climate change
will do a great deal of damage to the economy, and then preventing those costs
with proper climate policies should count as an economic benefit. The absence
of information, setting appropriate policy to curtail greenhouse gas emissions
or other policy responses is difficult at best and pure guesswork at worst.

The introduction of legislation at national level prepares citizens on steps they
must take to mitigate threats, for instance, plant trees, protect those standing
along highways, rivers and wetland, and protect biodiversity, especially in
indigenous forests. They should adopt a green way of life, buy a fuel-efficient
car, environmental education programmes in schools; keep your
neighbourhood clean, switch off stand-by television and computers, never
litter, waste less, zero emissions, stop burning biomass and turn it into humus
instead, harvest rainwater. Rainwater is one of the most wasted natural
resources in our country. When rains fall, water simply runs off and carries
with it precious top soil. Without a national policy, we cannot do anything.
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Comrade Speaker, let me finally focus on a few issues related to the cross-
border HIV/AIDS. The connection between mobility and diseases has been
recognised for a long time. Mobility per se can make people vulnerable to
high-risk sexual behaviour. It also makes people difficult to reach, whether for
prevention education, treatment, care and support. Further, with the adoption
of the SADC protocols on the free movement of people and goods and the
regional move towards the creation of a Free Trade Area in SADC, it is highly
probable that cross-border migration would increase in future. Such an
increase in cross-border migration could provide a conducive climate for the
spread of HIV and the trafficking of women and children. We need to work
together as a team towards increasing HIV/AIDS information, education and
communication programmes at our common borders, especially with regard to
the use of male and female condoms as an HIV prevention strategy.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members of the National Assembly, with these
few words I fully support the Appropriation Bill. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank Honourable Dr Amweelo. Minister Kazenambo.

HON MINISTER OF YOUTH, NATIONAL SERVICE, SPORT AND
CULTURE: Comrade Speaker, thank you. Firstly, let me congratulate the
Minister and her team for preparing and tabling the people-centred economic
Budget. Namibia has emerged from a tormenting historical background, but
we as a Nation need to congratulate ourselves, irrespective of our political
affiliation, that in the past 20 years we have managed to build a functional
economy. Of course, there are challenges from an ideological perspective, as
we may have different perspectives. Some would like our economy to be
developed from the theory of Karl Marx. Some would like to develop our
economy from the theories and economic principles of Adam Smith. Some
would like to see our economy developed from the theories and economic
principles of Kaine’s. However, the basic fact is that for the past 20 years, due
to prudent economic management, our economy has not been characterised by
high taxation, which will scare investors. For the past 20 years our economic
management has not seen high inflation, whereby you would see citizens not
even able to buy bread, where you see citizens queuing in long queues as in
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other countries and as a Nation we need to congratulate ourselves that we have
managed for the past twenty years to have a workable functional economy.

We have laid an important infrastructure foundation for economic
development. We have attractive institutions of higher learning, I learned the
other day there are even students from Germany studying at the Polytechnic,
and there are students from the University of Namibia who are on an exchange
programme. This testifies that our institutions of higher learning meet global
education standards and we need to congratulate ourselves.

For the past twenty years, even with the challenges and the economic resources
at our disposal, we have managed to lay a strong infrastructural foundation.
We have built the Trans-Kalahari Highway and the Trans-Caprivi Highway
that link us to the SADC economies and we can now proudly call ourselves a
service centre that are servicing landlocked countries. We have expanded our
ports and on that score we need to congratulate ourselves that over twenty
years we have celebrated achievements, not only macro-economic stability, but
achievements that have benefited not only Namibians but the entire SADC
Region and the African continent and the entire global economy. Therefore,
thanks to the prudent allocation and management of our resources, Namibia is
a country on the move.

Therefore, I appeal to all of us as proud citizens that in the consideration of this
first Budget in our new journey to complete the next 20 years, we must now
take our economy to the frontiers. The frontiers are the former underdeveloped
centres, the rural areas. We must be aggressive in tearing the rural areas apart,
putting infrastructure there that would link our people to the market. This is
what we ought to do. We must expand what we have in the centres. We must
take it to the frontiers where the majority of the people are living in the rural
areas. We must take our war of economic development to the rural areas
where the majority of the citizens of this country are living. We must
aggressively embark upon developing our agricultural sector, because it
remains the backbone of our economy. The majority of our citizens are
dependent on agriculture and they are rural based, therefore we must support
the rural programmes that would contribute to the reduction of rural to urban
migration.

Without being burdened by academic theories and rhetoric in our economic
development, we should identify strategic economic sectors, such as tourism.
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Our country has beautiful scenery, such as in the Kunene, and we must develop
tourism as a sector. These are sectors, which we have to build as a foundation
for developing our economy.

With these few words, I would say that let us advance to the frontiers and
attack the frontiers where the majority of our people are living, so that we can
reduce poverty and make Namibia an eminent country for all of us. With these
few words, I support the Bill.

HON SPEAKER: With that the House stands adjourned under automatic
adjournment until tomorrow afternoon, 7 April 2010 at 14:30.

___________

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:45 UNTIL 2010.04.07 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER: took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Honourable Schlettwein.

TABLING: REPORTS OF THE AUDITOR-GENERAL

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE: Comrade Speaker, I lay upon
the Table, Reports of the Auditor-General on the Accounts of –

(a) Town Council of Ongwediva for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2009;

(b) Town Council of Oshakati for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2008;

(c) Town Council of Oshakati for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2009;

(d) Municipality of Outjo for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2007 and
2008; and

(e) Report of the Auditor General on the Accounts of the Ministry of Labour
and Social Welfare, the Labour Advisory Council, fourth Annual Report
for the period April 2008 to March 2009.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Deputy Minister table the Reports? Any other
Reports and Papers? Any Notice of Questions? Notice of Motions?
Ministerial Statements? The Secretary will read the First Order of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF THE SECOND READING DEBATE
APPROPRIATION BILL
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RESUMPTION OF THE DEBATE ON THE SECOND READING –
APPROPRIATION BILL

HON SPEAKER: When this Debate was adjourned on Tuesday, 6 April
2010, the Question, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion by the
Honourable Minister of Finance, that the Bill be read a Second Time. Any
further discussion? Honourable Kaiyamo.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND
IMMIGRATION: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like
from the onset to thank Kalunga Kanangobe for blessing the SWAPO Party
with good votes in the election. Equally, I would like to thank President
Pohamba for honouring me with this appointment. In the same spirit, I would
like to thank Comrade Sam Nujoma, the Founding Father, for being such a
good father to all of us. In the same spirit, I would like to thank the Speaker
for being a good role model for the youth at all times.

I welcome the electronic payment to improve efficiency of the payment system
to curb risk of fraud. This clearly shows how the SWAPO Party Government
is serious with its drive to root out corruption. If you find some corrupt people
in the system, it is not the policy of our Government but individual tendencies.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I read in the Budget speech of the
Honourable Minister that the Audit Bill was approved by Cabinet and I
welcome this gesture especially in the light that some Permanent Secretaries
did not respect the recommendations of the Committees for the past ten years.
I take my hat off for Honourable Johan De Waal who successfully led the
Committee of Public Accounts for the past few years and welcome the
President of SWANU to his new assignment. I hope he will follow the
example of Honourable Johan De Waal.

Honourable Speaker Honourable Members, the Tender Board Amendment Bill
is furthermore a welcome gesture to curb the nepotism in sharing the benefits
of the tender issues. We shall remember the request by the SWAPO Party
Youth League for 30% of the allocation of tenders and I share the same
sentiment. I hope this time the youth will benefit from that Amendment Bill.
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I also hope that all information regarding tenders will be translated into all the
local language to benefit the masses of our people.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, the total debt that reduced from
N$13 billion to N$12 billion is an encouraging move, which favourably
compares to the SADC Region. A total debt of 1,6% of the GDP is unheard of
in Africa. What is this telling you? It is telling us that the SWAPO Party
Government is doing well under the leadership of Comrade Pohamba.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, the pension of our senior citizens has
not only been increased to N$500, but they also received the good news that
they will not need to pay at the health centres. Namibia is one of the countries
in Africa where the senior citizens are respected. I hope this process will be
smoothly transferred to the grassroots. On top of that, when they die, the
SWAPO Party Government assists to give them a decent burial. Their
orphans’ grants will be increased with N$30. We also heard that the rural
school feeding scheme would continue, thanks to the SWAPO Party
Government. I noticed when we go around the country how the poorest of the
poor are benefiting from this feeding scheme.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I noticed with appreciation that
thirteen libraries will be built in addition to the four Resource Centres in the
country to enable our people to read. I hope that our parents will make use of
these libraries and help their children to do their homework.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, our external grants are within limits.
After visiting some neighbouring countries, I found that their Budgets are
hundred percent funded while we fund our own Budget, meaning that those
countries cannot speak their minds, but we can do so because we pay our own
way.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I noticed with appreciation that since
the first Prime Minister and current Minister of Trade took over that Ministry,
progress is consistently noticed at the grassroots. The Small and Medium
Enterprises are happy about the bank to be established. I also fully agree with
the Honourable Minister of Finance that the Comrades and the masses must
not betray the trust by misusing the bank facilities.
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Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, on page 39 of our SWAPO Party
Manifesto we talk of monitoring, evaluation and implementation of the 2009
Manifesto and this is freely realised by the Government’s Accountability
Report to the people who voted them into power so that they see what the
Government is doing with the money they get from Parliament. This is a good
gesture and I hope that we will also make use of this Accountability Report in
the next Financial Year to do more than we are doing now.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, since 1990 water has been high on
the SWAPO Party agenda. I read in the Budget speech of the Honourable
Minister that 94% of rural households are covered, meaning that nearly 100%
of the grassroots are reached. I however need to acknowledge the projects
completed as promised in the 2005 Manifesto. The people are happy that the
SWAPO Government is delivering on its promises.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, the Budget cycle is important for
people to know when to do what. People only want to contribute to the Budget
when it comes to Parliament. The preparation time of the Budget from June to
February is the time to make inputs so that your voice can be heard. The
calendar is in the Budget and I hope the people will make use of it.

I also want to touch on the Development Budget. I am not quite happy with
the way the Ministries are using the Budget. Moneys are still not being fully
utilised and maybe we need to amend the Development Budget process
urgently, to fit the reality on the ground. There are still schools that need
books, but the money is going back to Treasury. Maybe the Minister will tell
us why this is happening.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I underline the word “vigilant”.
During the visit of the Committee on Education to Kavango, we took the
Budget book along to see, which schools have been built and are supposed to
be completed. We found that a school called Ncaute was supposed to have
been completed by that time, but that school was nowhere to be seen, the
money was nowhere to be seen. After we reported to Parliament, we learned
that the money was found and the school will be built and is soon to be
completed. We must be vigilant at all times.

Comrade Speaker, in conclusion, I support the Budget.
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HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Deputy Minister for his
contribution. Honourable Uutoni.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY: Thank you
very much, Honourable Speaker, Right Honourable Prime Minister, Nahas
Angula, Honourable Deputy Prime Minister, SWAPO Secretary-General,
Honourable Pendukeni Iivula-Ithana, the Vice-President of SWAPO Party in
absentia, Honourable Members of the House.

It is my honour and privilege to address this very important august House for
the first time.

Honourable Speaker, before I touch on a number of issues, I would like to
express my sincere thanks and appreciation towards the Namibian people,
more particularly the SWAPO Party members, for their selfless votes that
made me to be in this Honourable House.

Honourable Speaker, it is very important for me to indicate and inform this
Honourable House as to why the majority of the Namibian people are always
voting for the SWAPO Party with a two-thirds majority despite the formation
of new Political Parties. I have a long list of items in which they are giving
credit to the SWAPO Government.

Honourable Speaker, our people are happy with the manner in which the
SWAPO Party Government is handling the education of our people in this
country despite challenges. The Government has constructed new secondary
schools, primary schools, universities and vocational schools and the process is
ongoing throughout Namibia. NAMCOL was established and strengthened. It
is now extended deep into the rural areas. Those who have not made it in
Grade 12 are now taken up in NAMCOL. The University of Namibia has
taken a drastic step to extend its wings not only in Windhoek, but also
throughout the country. A good example is that all the colleges of education
throughout Namibia are now integrated into the University of Namibia. The
Faculty of Medicine in Windhoek is under construction and very importantly,
the Faculty of Engineering in the town of Ongwediva, Oshana Region is
progressing very well.
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However, despite all these great achievements, I also want to touch on a
number of challenges the Education sector that needs improvements, such as
shortage of learning materials, equipment, science laboratories, libraries,
accommodation for teachers, especially in the rural areas.

Honourable Speaker, one of the serious challenges facing this sector is the
shortage of vocational schools and qualified instructors who can render
services to these vocational institutions in order to advance the human skills
development.

Honourable Speaker, vocational schools are very important in our lifetime and
they need to be promoted to a higher level. I have a proposal, that if at least we
can construct ten or more vocational schools in Namibia, then this country will
be able to control the unemployment situation. Many of our people who
cannot make it to the University level are there in the villages, possessing
many talents that need to be utilised. I am happy that the Honourable Minister
of Education is here and listening to me.

Honourable Speaker, as I have said, I have a number of items, which I want to
indicate why the Namibian people, especially the SWAPO Members, are
happy with the SWAPO Government.

Many clinics were constructed and many others were renovated. ARV
medicines are now distributed in most areas of the country deep in the rural
areas. This strategy of the Ministry to distribute this medicine is helpful to
many of the unemployed people who cannot afford long distance transport
cost. The Namibian people are also happy when it comes to both the orphans’
grant and the burial benefits for the elderly people who are under the pension
scheme. However, what needs to be improved is the cleanliness of some
hospitals and clinics in the country. We need to create a conducive
environment for the recovery and treatment of our patients.

Honourable Speaker, in the year 2009 and before, the Namibian people voted
and gave the SWAPO Party a two-thirds majority in this Honourable House
just to demonstrate and express their happiness to see the road infrastructure
set-up. They are also saying that Namibia did not have a very effective
communication system. Today, if I am not wrong, 90% of the people in
Namibia have cell phones, so that every member of society can reach one
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another. Even an elderly person in Karas today has a cell phone and he or she
can communicate with a friend in Kunene Region.

Honourable Speaker, I also want to touch on the media. I want to comment on
the efforts of the media in our country. This time around, I want to focus my
comment on the NBC. The NBC is doing its utmost best to reach every corner
in Namibia. ± 99% of the population is covered by NBC Radio and NBC-TV
covers plus minus 85% of the population. This is a very big achievement on
the side of NBC. I am also happy to see that every person who has an official
message can announce it through NBC Radio in his or her vernacular
language.

This year during the Independence celebrations, the NBC has gone an extra
mile to collect a lot of information with regard to the liberation struggle.

Through these programmes, which were shown during the Independence
celebrations this year, I happened to see for the first time our Right Honourable
Prime Minister, Nahas Angula, teaching at Nyango SWAPO settlement. It was
very interesting for us to see Honourable Nahas Angula by then, putting on his
waterproof plastic boots while in front of a classroom. The picture shows the
true life history of the liberation struggle and some of us want that picture to be
printed into a hard copy and placed at various schools in Namibia, in order to
show that the struggle was not easy. I therefore salute the NBC for their
commitment and hard work. I am now appealing to the NBC to collect more
materials about our liberation struggle. I also want to see the NBC installing
airwave signals at places such as Okaukuejo and other neighbouring places. It
is very important, because those people do not have NBC reception. I also
want to appeal NBC to establish a documentary centre, which can be utilised
whenever they run out of current affairs.

Our people are happy to see that the SWAPO Party Government is serious
when it comes to food security of its citizens. At Etunda in the Omusati
Region, we are producing maize, bananas and many other products, rice in the
Caprivi Region and Ogongo in the Omusati Region. In the Kavango Region, a
lot of mahangu and maize is being produced. People are also happy to see that
the SWAPO Government is committed to engage its citizens in income
generating projects, such as aquaculture projects such as the one at Omahenene
in the Omusati Region and Kavango, Caprivi, Erongo, Oshana and Karas
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Regions, respectively. We thank the Honourable Minister for his efforts.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, water supply is one of the
fundamental changes in the lives of our people. Clean drinking water is now
supplied in most of the 13 Regions in Namibia although we still have some
areas, which are not yet covered.

Honourable Speaker, the reason why people like the SWAPO Party is because
its Government has devolved power to the Regions and Local Authorities to
decide on their own destiny.

The policy of decentralisation is seen by many as an effective system to
facilitate investment in rural areas. Many towns are now proclaimed
throughout the country and many investments are taking place. Just visit
Katima Mulilo, Rundu, Outapi, Omuthiya, Rehoboth, Karasburg, Oshakati,
Ongwediva and Ondangwa towns, respectively. These towns are not the same
as they were fifteen years ago. There were many new developments.

However, there are many challenges and they require our joint efforts to tackle
them together. Some of the challenges in those towns are sanitation, shortage
of serviced land and the electrification of informal settlements surrounding
these towns. Honourable Speaker, the absence of a subsidy policy to towns
and cities will force them to push up the price of serviced land very high and as
a result, people will no longer be able to afford it. Here in the City of
Windhoek the price of a house on a seven hundred square metres area is N$2,5
million and you find that a two or three-bedroom house on a 700 square metres
can cost you N$1,5 million or even N$2 million. With prices that high, can our
new graduates from UNAM, Polytechnic or elsewhere afford these houses?
Are these prices according to normal value? I, therefore, propose to the Line
Ministry to introduce a subsidy policy for all Local Authorities in Namibia, big
or small, in order to prevent the skyrocketing of property prices in towns.

Honourable Speaker, today Namibia is a proud Nation when it comes to our
artists who decided to promote the Namibian name through their well-designed
and composed songs that suit our culture. These young people have
demonstrated through their talents and skills to this Nation that they can
develop this country and market it to the outside world. Therefore, these
people need to be supported and I hope that the Ministry of Youth, National
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Service, Sports and Culture will consider how these artists could be catered for
in the Budget in order for them to grow further.

Honourable Speaker, Vision 2030 is a positive move in the ears and eyes of
our people, to see a country with a roadmap as a long-term planning.
Honourable Speaker, to my own observation, some of the people do not clearly
understand what Vision 2030 entails and who should drive this process. Some
people’s understanding is that Central Government is expected to do all the
developments and therefore, it is essential that the National Planning
Commission start engaging various sectors, such as the business community,
students at vocational schools and at the university level for them to
understand what Vision 2030 is all about.

Finally yet importantly, Honourable Speaker, the most important thing the
citizens of this country are happy with is the safety and security of citizens.
All what I have mentioned earlier on can only happen when there is peace and
stability.

Honourable Speaker, we should commend the men and women in uniform for
making sure that every individual is protected and feel safe in the Land of the
Brave. Therefore, we really need to support them without any reservations. I
am, therefore, appealing to all Members in this august House to support the
Budget and not to suggest cuts here and there. I appeal to you to reserve your
proposals for a while, otherwise we will compromise the security of our
people. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Deputy Minister for his contribution.
Minister Mutorwa.

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY:
Thank you, Comrade Speaker, Sir, Honourable Members, thank you for giving
me the opportunity to participate in this very important Budget Debate of
2010/11.

The Namibian Nation, the ruling SWAPO Party and its Government deserve
commendations and congratulations for having celebrated a very successful
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20th Independence anniversary. This happened in a free, democratic,
sovereign, secular, unitary and politically stable Land of the Brave – the
Republic of Namibia, under the theme which Comrade Prime Minister and his
colleagues have conceptualised, “A VISIONARY NATION ON THE MOVE
TOWARDS 2030.”

Towards the end of 2009, in November, to be exact, the Namibian Nation,
once again, exercised their democratic and constitutional rights freely as per
Article 1(2) of the Namibian Constitution for the fifth time, by electing the
country’s Head of State and Government, His Excellency, President
Hifikepunye Pohamba, and Honourable Members of the National Assembly.
The Executive Branch of the Namibian State, Cabinet, through its respective
Finance Ministers, since 1990, has also successfully carried out its
constitutionally assigned national tasks, as articulated and explained in Article
40, specifically Article 40(c) of the Namibian Constitution, namely: “to
formulate, explain and assess for the National Assembly the Budget of the State
and its economic development plans and to report to the National Assembly
thereon” and this happened consistently and uninterruptedly for the past 20
years. I, therefore, congratulate my colleague, comrade and friend, the
Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, independent Namibia’s fifth
Finance Minister and only female Minister of Finance so far, for tabling and
clearly explaining the 2010/2011 National Budget under the theme, “Recovery
and Sustainable Growth.”

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, just a quick glance at and also very
careful scrutiny of some of the documents that the Honourable Minister of
Finance has provided to us here, particularly the Accountability Report of
Government, the Fiscal Policy Framework and the Macro-Economic
Framework clearly reveal that, despite the numerous difficult economic
challenges facing the world, different continents, inclusive of Africa and our
own country, through our Finance Ministry, the National Planning
Commission and Namibia’s Central Bank, our country continues to maintain
macro-economic stability and fiscal prudence and we are doing this with the
ultimate objective to eventually realise the national development targets and
objectives, as clearly outlined in the Third National Development Plan, the
2009 SWAPO Party Election Manifesto, but also in our Vision 2030.

In case there is doubt, SWAPO Party and its Government’s message, as we are
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discussing and debating the Budget, is one. It is one solid message that is clear
and the message could be summarised as follows, in my view: Namibia, our
country, has been and continues to be on the move in the right direction.
Namibia remains on the move towards a planned, hopeful tomorrow, and
future. Comrade Speaker our Nation, has been and continues to move forward,
not backwards. SWAPO Party has focus, this Party has vision, it has strategic
plans and it has implementable programmes. In my view, I look at SWAPO
Party as a living being, as an institution that will be exactly fifty years old on
the 19th of April and as such, it cannot and will not get tired. It cannot and will
not lose focus. Of course, some members and leaders, as is normal in human
affairs, at some points do get tired and demoralised and, therefore, lose focus,
but the Party will move forward with more vigour and determination in
building Namibia and in developing the Land of the Brave towards a
prosperous, industrialised and developed State by 2030.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, historical events are generally
planned events and I am making this statement as a student and teacher of
history. Historical events do not occur haphazardly, not at all, because the
fundamental core, the fundamental actors in historical events are human beings
and because human beings’ past activities in the different spheres of human
endeavour, be it in the political, religious, intellectual, cultural, economic,
social, military, diplomatic and other spheres, are essentially and very
importantly the objectives why we study history.

Look at the issue of colonialism. When Africa was colonised and when those
who were leaders at the time felt that the time was right to react and to fight
colonialism, of course they planned whatever they undertook to do and
properly executed what they have planned. The timeframe for our country’s
modern liberation struggle, for example, could be broken up, if you look at it
from the historical point of view, in the following distinct historical periods:
Formation of SWAPO in 1960, in 1966 the launch of the armed liberation
struggle on 26 August. Then, Comrade Speaker, your generation – many of
them are still here, some outside – got involved for twenty-three years in the
armed liberation struggle, but also in intensive diplomatic engagements and
broad-based political mass mobilisation campaigns. Then Nation moved, in
less than twelve months, April 1989 to 21st March 1990 into the transitional
arrangements, UNTAG, preparing for Independence.
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I am making the point to show that this country, under the leadership of
SWAPO, is on the move and will continue to be on the move and we are
discussing this National Budget today and tomorrow and a few days to come
twenty years from the 21st of March, but also twenty years towards the
realisation of Vision 2030. When I look around in this house, I see hope. The
leaders that are here are leaders that will take this country to Vision 2030. I
look at our schools, I look at the Universities, the colleges, the vocational
training institutions, I look at the activities of the young people in the different
Political Parties and the youth wings, I look at the young people in the
activities of the Non-Governmental Organisations and civic organisations and I
say, Namibia is on the right path and there is a potential, in terms of leadership,
to take this country forward in accordance with the vision and plans that our
leaders, who have led us so far, have put in place.

Comrade Speaker and Comrade Minister of Finance, the 2010/2011 National
Budget, in many respects, does seriously and properly address the main
themes, the main subjects that the Ruling Party has taken to the people in
November 2009 - if you analyse these documents, it does – where then at the
end of the day when the elections were finalised, the Namibian people
generously voted SWAPO into power. There are ten specific, broad themes in
the SWAPO Party Manifesto, which this Budget is addressing, namely:

1. Safeguarding Democracy, Unity, Peace, Stability and the Rule of Law;

2. Strengthening Economic Management and Accelerating Sustainable
Growth;

3. Upliftment of People’s Health Standards;

4. Provision of Housing, Water and Sanitation;

5. Environmental Management and Sustainable Utilisation of Natural
Resources;

6. Social Upliftment and Empowerment;

7. Human Capital Development and Utilisation;
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8. Safety Nets for Vulnerable Groups;

9. Promotion of Gender Equality;

10. Enhancing Foreign Relations and International Cooperation.

Those were the broad themes that the Namibian people responded to
democratically during the elections by voting SWAPO into power and those
are the themes, when one analyses the Budget and the statement of the
Minister of Finance, that we are now funding through the Budget, to move this
country towards a developed, prosperous, industrialised Namibia by 2030.

It remains for me to thank you, Comrade Speaker, but it also remains for me to
express my full support for the National Budget 2010/2011. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: The Comrade can speak. Honourable Minister of Justice.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Thank you, Comrade Speaker, Honourable
Members of this august House. It should be permitted that the first
intervention of a member at the beginning of a new term, irrespective of
whether such a member is returning, should be accorded the right of a maiden
speech.

Having said so, allow me this rare opportunity, Comrade Speaker, to
congratulate you all, Honourable Members, who received the mandate from
the Namibian people to be here and accepted with humility their delegation to
report yourselves to the National Assembly as per the prescription of the
Namibian Constitution.

My heartfelt congratulations go to the mighty SWAPO Party for the envious
majority position it has earned itself and continues to enjoy ever since
Independence.

SWAPO Party captured the hearts and imaginations of the majority of our
people during the dark days of colonial oppression as the only legitimate force
the enemy of our people could reckon with.
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In the current socio-political and economic volatility, SWAPO Party continues
to be the only salvation capable of facing the challenges with confidence, as
has been exemplified in its policies and programmes during the past twenty
years – forever to be recorded in the annals of our history as the formative
years of our Republic under the leadership of the SWAPO Party.

My congratulations also go to our President, His Excellency Comrade
Hifikepunye Pohamba, President of the Republic of Namibia and that of
SWAPO Party for his election into a second term of office. I wish him and his
entire family our God’s blessing to lead this country to prosperity.

Honourable Mr Speaker, Sir, twenty years of peace and tranquillity have so
quickly passed and flew past us like birds. To some of us it seemed like just
another day, just a few days ago when it was happening here in the same
chambers. The adversaries met here for the first time to hammer out what is
now taken for granted, as if it just got printed out of the blue, the Constitution
of the Republic of Namibia, a prelude to the birth of a new Nation, Namibia. It
is twenty years ago already, Honourable Speaker.

Politically speaking, before the baton is passed on to Generation X and Y from
us Baby Boomers, permit me to venture into an era of human existence we
rarely make a point of public discussion. (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: The Minister shall have an opportunity to continue. The
House shall rise for refreshments.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:15 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Honourable Speaker, politically speaking,
before the baton is passed on to Generation X and Y from us Baby Boomers,
permit me to venture into an era of human existence we rarely make a point of
public discussion.

I would like to share my thoughts on the succession of generations. To begin
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with, the question is very relevant: What is a generation? The word
“generation” has various meanings, but for the purpose of my discussion
today, it would mean, “all of the people born and living at about the same
time, regarded as a collective” according to the Reader’s Digest Dictionary.
The Wikipedia free encyclopaedia defines the same word to mean, “cohorts
born during a period or a stage or degree in succession of natural descent.”

In human evolution, we have come to know the existence of various
generations. In the Oshiwambo generational epistemology, which I am more
familiar with, generations of “Omakula/Omapipi” are referred to in
accordance with their contemporary major happenings at the time of their
births, such as, The Great Floods, The Years of Locusts, Wars, The Years of
Hunger, “Omvula ya Shiwengendje”, whatever that means.

In other civilisations, such stages or cohorts are also given names, such as the
Baby Boom Generation, Generation X, Generation Y, etcetera, and each
generation has its own characteristics, which in the interest of brevity will all
not be covered in my discussion.

The baby boomers are those born from 1946 to 1955. These are cohorts born
after the Second World War. As history tells us that so many people perished
during this war, the birth rate had to naturally shoot up. The average children
per family ranged around ten. Such a phenomenon was worldwide. In my
own family, we were born ten live births, born in a period of twenty-seven
years between 1941 and 1968.

The baby boomers are variously described as a “shockwave” – the sheer force
of their numbers gave the world a demographic bulge that modelled society as
they passed through. Generally, boomers are said to be associated with a
rejection or redefinition of traditional values.

In North America and Europe they are widely associated with privileges as
they grew up in a time of affluence. As a group, they were the healthiest and
wealthiest generation and grew up expecting the world to improve with time.
This generation is followed by what is termed Generation X.

Generation X refers to those cohorts born after the baby boom ended, with the
earliest birth dates ranging from 1964 to the latest in 1981. This term is
commonly used in population culture. In contra-distinction, the baby boom
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generation, Generation X is referred to as the “baby bust” because of the drop
in birth rate following the baby boom.

The average children per family are about three. Elsewhere outside Africa, it
is statistically established that Generation S is holding the highest education
levels when looking at the age block. Generation X is succeeded by what is
called Generation Y.

Generation Y is also referred to as the Millennial Generation or Generation
Next or Net Generation. This coinage describes the demographic cohort
following Generation Y. Its members are often referred to as Millennials or
Echo Boomers and there are apparently no precise dates for when this
generation starts or ends. Some commentators use birth dates ranging
somewhere from 1970 the early 2000’s.

This generation represents an increase in births, not because of significant
increase in birth rates, but because the large cohort of baby boomers began to
have children, hence the coinage echo boomers.

While there are certain commonalities about these generations, such as the
bulge in birth rates, there are also important and significant differences about
the same cohorts.

The aftermath of World War II, created consciousness in Europe and North
America about certain behaviours by States and consequently, set standards
according to which their countries should be governed.

However, Europe and America needed economic resources to rebuild their
war-ravaged and shattered economies and infrastructure. Such resources were
available in the overseas colonies in Africa and to some extent, in Asia.

Therefore human rights and good governance could not be extended to the
colonised, as they had to serve the economic interest of the dominions and the
plunder and exploitation of the colonised peoples was intensified to quench the
hunger and thirst for raw materials for Europe and America’s explosive
youthful populations. This explains the affluence condition associated with the
Baby Boomers in those countries.

In contra distinction, the Baby Boomers in Africa grew up so many in women-
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headed households, while all the able-bodied men were drawn away from their
families to the mines and other private-owned commercial enterprises to work
on the contract labour system put in place by the then Apartheid colonial
administration with acquiescence of the Western Powers. Local taxes ensured
that all the natives and Asiatic men were motivated to work.

In actual fact, many of the companies our fathers worked for, were serving the
interests of overseas empires. The reverence of Cecil John Rhodes can be
explained from his heydays.

It should also be remembered that the Odendaal Report and its implementation
took place at the time the leading African Baby Boomers were minors. Many
of these cohorts grew up in the reserves, the product of the Odendaal Report
implementation, under the Native Commissioners and South West Africa
Native Labour Association (SWANLA) regime.

Many of such cohorts grew up not knowing the looks of their fathers, as the
Contract Labour system was such that a worker is required to serve for an
uninterrupted period of 24 months before a break of three months. Later the
term was reduced to 18 months, but the same conditions of labour enslavement
continued.

Survival in the native reserves was conditioned as women and mothers were
the only source of livelihood. At a very young age children had to take huge
responsibilities to assist their mothers in meeting household requirements in
the absence of the father or the able-bodied men. Eventually, young boys
would leave school prematurely in search for cash-paying jobs to help their
families back in the reserves.

I am talking about a generation that at a very young age tasted the bitter pill of
colonial subjugation. They grew up deprived of the love of their fathers.

Many had no experience of entering a classroom, as schools did not exist in a
reachable distance from where they lived. This is a generation out of which
only the fittest survived, unlike in Europe and North America where the same
cohorts grew up as the healthiest, the wealthiest and the largest to have gotten
the highest education available in the ivy leagues and prestigious scholarship
programmes modelled around the dreams of the Cecil John Rhodes, etcetera.
Honourable Comrade Speaker, the coup against Caetano in Portugal in 1974
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triggered all emotions to see Namibia a free Nation just like all others, more so
that Angola, our neighbour to the north, would be free with the fall of the
colonial regime in Portugal.

This notion fired up all imaginations and put in motion the desire to intensify
the struggle by joining those of the generations ahead who had left the country
a decade ago. Since April 1974, the historic exodus of thousands of young
Namibians into exile started.

At that time, the oldest of the cohorts were 28 years old and the youngest were
19 years of age. Most of these young people were workers, teachers, nurses,
students at secondary school and tertiary institutions in Namibia and South
Africa and a handful of adults who were being persecuted for the political
leadership they provided in the country. This group comprised of dynamic,
energetic, vibrant and fired-up revolutionaries whose sole aim was to dislodge
the Apartheid regime as soon as the weapons were made available to them.

Their arrival in Zambia created a huge impact and a logistical nightmare to the
Party leadership in Zambia and the Government of the Republic of Zambia
itself. Adults who had to leave the country took with them members of their
families, comprising mostly of children and babies. Accommodation and
school places for the school-going had to be found or created.

Appreciation is due to the SWAPO Party leadership then for improvising with
those makeshift schools, which were created. Many of the young professionals
we returned with from exile in 1989 are products of such efforts. This is where
credit to people like Comrades Nahas Angula, our current Prime Minister, Dr
Hage G Geingob, the First Prime Minister, Honourable Nangolo Mbumba and
many others must be given for the education they provided to thousands of
young Namibians during the testing times in exile.

While that was being done for the majority of the youth, those who were
beyond 18 years were being prepared for military training. Various groups
were sent to countries and places such as Tanzania, the USSR, former
Yugoslavia and others for the whole purpose of intensifying the war effort.

The return to the battlefronts of these trained cadres truly brought about a new
military situation altogether and the war was brought to its logical conclusion
at the battle of Quito Quanavale in 1989. Any military tactician of note today
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will tell you about the brilliance with which the combined forces of FAPLA,
PLAN and Cuban revolutionaries dealt the South African Defence Force a
heavy hammer! An operation saw Chefe el Comandante Fidel Castro Ruz
himself returning to the war arena and commanding with supremacy.

Honourable Mr Speaker, on the other hand, some of the Baby Boomers, for
various reasons opted to remain in the country, but I guarantee you, under
apartheid brutality, they had two options only:

 To resist colonialism, the logical place was Robben Island, Osire and
other notorious places of detention and incarceration where the walls
themselves echo their names;

 To remain indifferent and keep peace, the logical occupation would be
conscription in the enemy service and see themselves barrel to barrel
with their own kith and kin.

The rest of society was the grass upon which the elephants trampled and during
the time of PLAN’s activities in the country and southern Angola, many
communities bore the brunt of the war.

The question is whether this generation, the generation of the Boomers, in the
Namibian context was born at the wrong or right time. The wrong or right time
for me just serves an academic purpose, as what had happened in the lives of
these people, our people, will never be reversed. The scars are forever!

However, it gratifies me to have belonged to a generation that has a proud
historical significance, to have contributed positively to the liberation of our
country. That to me matters most, the scars notwithstanding.

Honourable Comrade Speaker, the Baby Boomers are immediately infused by
what is called Generation X, those born from 1956 to 1981. A large chunk of
them underwent similar experiences as the Baby Boomers, albeit that their
opportunities in life differed somewhat from that of the Boomers. The
majority of those in exile, benefited greatly from SWAPO-arranged
scholarships abroad. Similarly, those who had remained in the country
benefited from church-organised scholarships abroad. Nonetheless, their
contribution to the struggle is recorded; however, a lot more is required from
them in an independent Namibia.
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This generation is succeeded by what is called Generation Y or the Echo
Boomers who are children of the Baby Boomers, cohorts born from 1970 to
2000.

In the Namibian situation, these are cohorts whose manners and characteristics
compare very well with manners of the Baby Boomers in Europe and North
America. Generation Y generally grew up in an atmosphere of peace and are
inclined to claim certain entitlements to anything. For interest sake, how many
of such Members are here in this august House? Very few, yet it is our
obligation to bequeath onto them the responsibility of further shaping this
Republic into the mould we as Baby Boomers strived for.

Metaphorically speaking, we have carried you to the Promised Land, that is
our contribution, yet that land is barren. What gardens do you intend to
cultivate, Generation Y? To ensure that you have a jumpstart at it, we have
begun digging furrows for you through the National Development Plans and
Vision 2030, which is all about you, yet one, must appreciate that due to
different departure points, different experiences, and different outlooks,
different perspectives are created.

We cannot lose this young crop of able-bodied citizens to ancestry escapism, to
elitism, to responsibility evasion, let alone alcoholism, HIV/AIDS,
despondency and ignore-ism. Our last parting task is to put them fast bound on
the track of responsible citizens through our institutions and programmes,
which should be a task for the Ministry of Youth and Sport and the Ministry of
education. After all, the Ministers responsible for these sectors are best
equipped by age to understand the expectations and aspirations along with the
circumstances of this Generation Y.

Our Government has pursued this purpose of the Development Budget that
over a period. The fruits and the taste of those fruits are in the future, yet we
need to be consistent in the provision of services aimed at improving the
opportunities for these young ones. Where a service is already being rendered,
we must ask ourselves, how can this Budget improve such delivery of
services?

The obligation is two ways – the recipient must also start dreaming and dream
bigger. It should not be enough to pass through school, one must want to
succeed in life. Mediocrity cannot become the benchmark and in this



103

07 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON DR KAWANA

endeavour, we all have a role to play.

Let us, therefore, engage continuously Generation Y and share with them our
values and our experiences from which they can tap lifelong lessons,
sometimes unavailable in MBA classes. Only then, Comrade Speaker,
Honourable Members can we imbue a sense of standard and a sense of honour
in our future. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Minister for her contribution. Dr
Kawana.

MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS AND ATTORNEY-
GENERAL: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. I rise to add my
voice to the subject matter before this august House. Allow me to join my
Colleagues in congratulating my sister and neighbour, the Honourable Minister
of Finance, the former Director General of the National Planning Commission,
my senior colleague, the Honourable Deputy Minister of Finance and my
former Deputy and their staff members for a job well done.

Last week Thursday, on the 30th of March 2010, the Honourable Minister of
Finance tabled the Budget before this august House. During the Easter
holiday, I had an opportunity to scrutinise the Budget with an eagle’s eye. I
am fully satisfied that the Budget meets the letter and spirit of the SWAPO
Party 2009 Election Manifesto. Once adopted, it is up to us, SWAPO Party
Members in the Executive, to ensure that our Offices, Ministries and Agencies
implement the letter and spirit of this Budget without compromise.

Allow me, first, Honourable Speaker, to congratulate you for your election as
Speaker of this august House. I have no doubt that your unanimous election is
a symbol of your tested qualities as one of our respected leaders in our country
and in the SWAPO Party. Through the IPU, you continued to keep Namibia
on the world map. Once again, Comrade Speaker, thank you very much.

Honourable Members, I would also like to congratulate my dear sister and
Comrade, Honourable Loide Kasingo, for being unanimously elected as
Deputy Speaker. I have known this person for many years and I have no doubt
that she will succeed in her new endeavours. I wish her the best of luck.



104

07 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON DR KAWANA

Honourable Speaker, today national interest demands that I should break with
tradition and recognise the presence of Opposition Political Parties in this
august House. I commend the stand taken by the UDF, CoD, NUDO,
SWANU and APP for coming to Parliament despite the pending election
application case before our Courts. I have always held the view that national
interest is more important than Political Party interest. As long as the
Opposition Parties accept this principle, we will always find common ground
on issues of national interest. It is normal in a democracy that we can have
differences, but when the interest of our Nation is at stake, we should all stand
together in the interest of our country. Non-attendance of Parliament, legally
speaking, has nothing to do with the implications on the election application
case. Lawyers are used to the phrase, “without prejudice”, which in simple
terms means, “without loss of any rights in a way that does not harm or cancel
the legal rights or privilege of a Party”. Therefore, Opposition Parties could
have simply used the phrase and come to Parliament without any fear of
prejudicing their case. I am however consoled by the fact that our people have
spoken, the Nation has clearly spoken by turning up in their thousands to
celebrate our 20th Independence anniversary. The turn-up in the Regions also
sent a clear message that the Namibian Nation is fully and firmly behind the
SWAPO Party and the SWAPO Party Government. The Namibian Nation has
given the SWAPO Party an unequivocal mandate to rule this country for the
next five years.

Against this background, allow me to thank the Namibian voters who have
renewed their trust and confidence in the SWAPO Party and in our President,
His Excellency, Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba. I salute the born-frees who
overwhelmingly voted for the SWAPO Party and its presidential candidate.
Their future is in the SWAPO Party, their best insurance policy is in the
SWAPO Party. Once again, I salute them.

The prime objective of this Budget is to roll back the frontiers of poverty and
unemployment, especially among the youth and women. These are the
promises of the 2009 SWAPO Party Election Manifesto. The Budget is
intended to roll back poverty and unhygienic conditions in informal
settlements. These are the promises of the 2009 SWAPO Party Election
Manifesto.

The Budget is intended to improve our education and health sectors. Those are
the promises of the 2009 SWAPO Party Election Manifesto.
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The Budget is intended to address poverty in rural areas, to ensure food
security, to address the socio-economic welfare of our senior citizens, orphans,
vulnerable children and war veterans. These are the promises of the 2009
SWAPO Party Election Manifesto.

We promised to continue our programme to provide roads, electricity, potable
water and improved communication infrastructure. All these items are found
in the Budget before this august House. I can only say thank you, SWAPO
Party and thank you, the SWAPO Party Government.

I have always held the view that the prime responsibility of any democratic and
accountable Government is the welfare of its citizens. Our SWAPO Party
Government has lived up to this principle. In the current world economic
downturn, the world has experienced an unprecedented number of Finance
Ministers who resigned their portfolios or, worse, committed suicide. We are
informed by the economists that some of the factors, which contribute to deep
economic recession, are the extent to which Governments have managed their
economies. Namibia is one of those rare examples where one finds a smiling
Minister of Finance. I am reliably informed that our Minister of Finance does
not take medication for stress. Once again, thank you very much, my dear
sister, Comrade and Colleague, Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, for
the excellent service you are rendering to our Nation.

In its contract with the Namibian people, the SWAPO Party, as I have already
said, committed itself to address issues of education, health, housing, water,
agriculture, electricity and infrastructure development. The Party also
committed itself to address the socio-economic plight of women, senior
citizens, orphans and vulnerable children, youth, workers, peasants, war
veterans and, indeed, all Namibians. We should continue along this path and
ensure that the programmes and projects contained in the 2009 SWAPO Party
Election Manifesto are implemented without fail.

As our President said, we must all hit the ground running. I am therefore
consoled by the fact that under the SWAPO Party Government, Namibia is
safe. We must continue to address the remaining challenges with vigour and
determination so that one day all Namibians will enjoy the fruits of
Independence.

Honourable Speaker, we, the leaders of Africa, must accept the fact that most
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of our people are very poor and hungry. They are sick, they are in search of
better education and they are crying out for a better education, better life in a
very, very rich continent. When I hear of a Budget that is pro-poor and pro-
economic growth, at least I am consoled by the fact that Namibia is one of
those few countries on the African continent that is addressing the African
problem.

In the interest of the new SWAPO Party Members, especially our Comrades
who came here for the first time in this august House who would like to speak,
I can only conclude by saying, I support the Appropriation Bill and I thank
you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Minister. Honourable Chief
//Garoëb.

HON //GAROËB: Honourable Speaker, Sir, Honourable Members of this
august House, I rise to contribute to the Budget Debate of 2010/2011. One of
the most important time lots during any year has again started in Namibia and
that time is the Budget time. What is more, it is an election year Budget,
which usually gives with the right hand and takes back with the left hand.

My Party, the UDF of Namibia, is one of the Opposition Parties who are
deeply offended by the way, in which the Ruling Party, SWAPO, conducted
the last election as if it was their own thing and not a national event. Hence,
we seek relief from the Court of Law.

I am sitting in this august House with mixed feelings, since the Ruling
SWAPO Party seems to take pride in mocking the Opposition Parties the way
they are congratulating themselves for what they call “an overwhelming
election victory during the recent Presidential and National Assembly
Elections.”

Unfortunately, the do-not-care attitude of the SWAPO Party, while knowing
that an appeal case is still coming boils down to making a mockery of the
Judiciary branch of Government.

Yes, indeed, I think the time has come for this august House to revisit our
priorities since Independence and to ascertain whether this august House has,
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lived up to the expectations of the Namibian people nationwide after so many
years.

It was our fervent hope that all Namibian Parties will collectively establish a
democratic culture for the entire Region, to hold free and fair elections and to
create a conducive climate thereafter, where the winning Party will accept that
its victory is to the benefit of the entire Nation and not only for a specific
dominant political or ethnic faction; where the loser will also accept its defeat
in good faith and not resort to violently overthrow the winner. People are
wrongly attributing the peace and stability in this country to the Ruling
SWAPO Party.

Here, Mr Speaker, Sir, may I proudly report to this august House that the
Namibian Opposition Parties did exceptionally well in their concerted efforts
to hold the banner of the Namibian people very high. Namibia is blessed with
committed Opposition Parties. I still think there is room for improvement. I
think the political will of some members of the Ruling Party is not yet high
enough to promote true reconciliation. What we really need in Namibia is a
Governing Party, not a Ruling Party hosting rulers like in ancient barbaric
times.

The political will of the Members of the Governing Party must be such that
they also promote multi-party democracy and not to belabour undemocratic
and illegal means to crush the Opposition and ultimately rejoice in a one-party
dictatorship. I believe this Honourable House has a potential to produce more
political leaders than what the case is today.

I now wish to come to the policy of affirmative action. Here, Honourable
Speaker, Sir, we totally failed to live up to the expectations of the Namibian
people. Some years ago, during April Honourable Nahas Angula, the then
Minister of Higher Education, after quoting from the GDP statistics of the
consecutive years, came to the alarming conclusion that the Namibian people
are becoming poorer and poorer. If this is the case, Honourable Speaker,
withthe ordinary Namibian citizen, what can we expect from those who have
been socially, economically or educationally disadvantaged by the past
discriminatory laws or practices?

Maybe we expected too much too soon, but the overall expectation was that
policies and programmes aimed at redressing social, economic and educational
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imbalances would already be forthcoming, but unfortunately, so, all Namibians
are still in the same boat today. Even those people who managed to acquire
commercial land are phasing out systematically, because they do not enjoy
special treatment, redressing the imbalances of the past.

During the discussion of the relevant Vote, I will come up with specific issues,
which make the policy of Affirmative Action a mere lip-service.

Honourable Speaker, Sir, the land issue is one of the most emotional and
highly sensitive issues still to be solved in Namibia. So far, we are just beating
about the bush without solving the real issue to the best interest of those who
have a stake in such land.

Even the Budget does not come up with serious and drastic funding of land
alienation schemes in an attempt to offer lasting solutions to the land question.
All Namibian indigenous people have a right to recognition of their distinctive,
spiritual and material relationship with their land, including the total
environment of such lands, water, flora, fauna and other resources, which
indigenous people have traditionally owned or otherwise occupied or used.

May I now rest my case and I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Any further discussion? Honourable Katjavivi.

HON PROF KATJAVIVI: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Honourable Members of
the House. Permit me to use this opportunity to congratulate you on your
election as our Speaker. Allow me in the same vein to extend the same
congratulations to the Deputy Speaker.

I am delighted to be back in the National Assembly after 18 years and for that,
I owe a sense of gratitude and my thanks goes to His Excellency, Hifikepunye
Pohamba, the President of the Republic of Namibia who has made it possible
for me to return here. Those years when I was gone from the House were part
of my journey in the service of this country. As during many years in exile
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during the course of the liberation struggle, I have carried out my duties to the
best of my ability.

I have been given different assignments at different times over many years and
I have come to learn how to manage change at a personal as well as
professional level.

Mr Speaker, your words at the beginning of this Parliament are still fresh in
our minds when you spoke to us on the assumption of your duties as the
Speaker last month. I recall you having stressed the following points:

1. That the Constitution of the Republic of Namibia is our highest vision

2. Our commitment towards building national unity, promoting
reconciliation, democracy, the Rule of Law, human dignity, socio-
economic emancipation and the commitment to protect the gains of our
long and bitter struggle for liberation and Independence.

Mr Speaker, I fully endorse those sentiments expressed by you. Those words
do add value to our democracy both in this House as well as in the country in
general. It is in this context of these sentiments and of our ongoing
commitment to the building of democracy in Namibia and it is in this
connection that I wish to thank my Party, SWAPO of Namibia, for the trust
and honour and it is in this respect that I accept the responsibility of being the
Chief Whip of my Party in this august Assembly. I undertake this
responsibility and I will count on the support and cooperation of this House. It
is essential that I continue to count on the support of my SWAPO Party
Colleagues as well as gaining the goodwill of Members of the Opposition.

Mr Speaker, as most of us know, the concept of “Whip” was inherited from
the British system. It is commonly used for the smooth running of
Parliamentary affairs. I am ready to act accordingly. I look forward to
working with Parliamentary Colleagues to improve the quality of our work, so
that we can fulfil the aspirations of the people of Namibia.

Turning to the issue before us, the Budget, Mr Speaker, let me congratulate the
Minister of Finance and the entire team responsible for the preparation of the
Budget. The team was drawn from the Ministry of Finance itself, the National
Planning Commission and, of course, the Bank of Namibia. Let me say that
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they have done a good job and personally, I know this well-crafted Budget
deserves the support of this House.

I also speak as someone who was part of the process of preparation of the
Budget and I simply wish to state that the Budget before the House were an
honest attempt to address the various challenges facing our country at this
particular time. Furthermore, it is also essential to stress that the Budget takes
into account the current constraints within which we have to operate as a
Government and as a country.

Mr Speaker, the Budget addresses both the social and productive sectors of our
society. It places the right emphasis on issues of education, health, poverty
reduction, rural housing and sanitation, youth and skills development,
unemployment - we have heard just a few days ago about the huge
unemployment confronting this country, but the Budget is there to deal with
that – promotion of small and medium enterprises and the increase of old-age
pensions. All those are priority areas that have figured prominently in the
SWAPO Election Manifesto, which the Government is now committed to
implement. We, therefore, welcome the Budget and its specific objectives
underpinning our Government’s determination to address the key areas of our
country’s social and economic sectors. We welcome our Government’s
proposals to help the Nation in its efforts towards a speedy and sustainable
economic recovery from the current economic crisis and financial downturn.

The Budget outlines measures to invest in our country’s economic
development. Above all, it avoids cuts to essential services as well as putting
the country on the path of growth and progress.

Mr Speaker, our Government must be congratulated for its continued
commitment to invest in education, health and other social sectors. Certainly,
it goes without saying that investing substantially in education and training is
not only desirable, but also absolutely necessary. This will contribute towards
the acquisition of appropriate skills and innovation that will add to facilitate
our economic advancement.

It is our view from this side of the House that this Budget is built on a clear
future vision of our country and it seriously addresses the needs and aspirations
of the people of Namibia.
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As with most journeys that are long and challenging, our progress requires
patience, steadfastness, constant hard work and strong commitment to the
process of transformation in line with Vision 2030. Given the importance of
reaching our destination, we must continue to believe that our efforts are
necessary and worthwhile.

Mr Speaker, permit me to say a word of thanks to our development partners for
their ongoing commitment to support Namibia’s development efforts despite
the world economic downturn. Their financial support is complementary to
our own investment and helps to target specific needs and sectors more
effectively. These efforts are aimed at building local capacities, particularly
amongst vulnerable communities and for that, we warmly welcome that level
of support. We welcome the support indeed and I commend the Budget to the
House. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Welcome back to the House and congratulations on your
deserved appointment by your Colleagues as Chief Whip. I shall count on
your support. Right Honourable Prime Minister.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Comrade Speaker. It was not
my intention to take the Floor at this stage, but we have to use the time very
productively. Therefore, I am going to make my contribution.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of this august House, let me start
by thanking and commending the SWAPO leadership for maintaining the
tradition, which maintained SWAPO through the times of trial and tribulations
and that tradition is, “Change with Continuity”. We always renew our force,
but at the same time, we retain our traditions. It is for this reason that the
SWAPO Party leadership decided to recommend you to the House for election
to provide the stewardship of this House and I would like to congratulate you
for this. Your presence signifies continuity. At the same time, the SWAPO
Party decided to recommend Comrade Loide Kasingo to be elected to the

position of the Deputy Speaker of the House. That signifies change. Change
and renewal, that is what SWAPO is all about and for that reason SWAPO
remains the heritage of the 80% Namibians, the heritage of the majority and I
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would like to suggest to the upcoming leaders of SWAPO that you should
maintain this tradition of change and continuity. That is the tradition, which
maintained us through the thick of the struggle.

Having said that, I want to make my contribution to the Budget based on the
theme, “Namibian Resources are a Common Heritage of all the Namibians.”
Our Budget is a resource allocation exercise and the underlying principles of
this Budget – and it is very important to understand this – under the very
difficult situations of economic meltdown, leading to the destabilisation of our
export drive and, therefore, the shrinking of revenue, in those circumstances
the SWAPO Government had to balance a number of issues.

You have to look at the human resource development. The people are the
primary resource of the country, therefore human resource development is the
key to the future growth of our economy, to the future social development, to
the career development of our young people, to innovation and to
entrepreneurship. That is why you see there the – and the Nation should notice
a – N$6,5 billion in the human resource of our country. The underlying
reason here is that the people are the primary resource of any country and our
people are the primary resource of our country. If we want future growth, we
must invest in people, therefore, N$6,5 billion in our people.

We also have to look at other areas: One, safety and security of our people.
Our people have to be guaranteed their safety and their security. You see,
therefore, that in that area the Policeare allocated N$1,9 billion and Defence
N$3 billion. That is to ensure the safety and security of our people. Without
that, you cannot build further.

The next area is the welfare of the people, including their health and also food
security. This is very, very important. Therefore, you see that in terms of
health the Government has allocated N$2,6 billion, in terms of their welfare,
N$1,2 billion and for their food security, N$1,5 billion. Those are the balanced
investments in the welfare of our people, in the security of our people, in the
development of our people. Thus, it is a people-centred Budget, addressing the
needs, aspirations and the expectations of the people.

In saying that I am not saying that this Budget is going to solve all the
problems in Namibia, I am not saying that. I am saying that under very
difficult economic conditions, the Government adopted a strategy of balancing
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the allocations to the critical needs of the country and the people.

Given the constraints of the revenue generation, we have to look at the
resource base of our Budget. We have seen that we were kicked very hard
when the diamond industry literally collapsed. The SACU Revenue Pool was
seriously eroded and these were part of the pillars – not the only pillars but
very strong pillars – of the revenue base. Therefore, we have to revisit our
strategy as far as the management of our resources is concerned. That is why I
am saying our resources have been the common heritage of all our people – the
born and the unborn. We have to manage this resource prudentially.
However, to do that, we must look at what is happening and I want to take
three areas of our key resources.

One key resource is land. We have a Commercial Land Act, which regulates
the distribution of land. This Commercial Land Act is being seriously abused
by the historical land barons. In order to defeat the purpose of this Act, they
have come up with machinations and schemes in order to frustrate the policy of
the Government and I want to mention a few of them.

Some of them, in order to speculate with land, declared themselves bankrupt
and in the situation of an auction, anybody can bid, anybody from Siberia,
Alaska, Jupiter, from Mars, from the sun and moon can come and bid as long
as you have the money and that is what has been happening and that is how
land is being transferred into the hands of foreigners. This is abuse of the
goodwill of the Namibian Government and it must stop.

Secondly, they came up with a scheme of close corporations (cc’s), paper
companies, but that paper company represents land. They will sell to you
Company X in principle they are not selling you the land, but in reality they
are selling you the land. This is another abuse of the goodwill of the Namibian
Government, land being sold to foreigners through close corporations, paper
companies. This is a criminal activity.

The third thing they came up with and I think that is the latest, is so-called
leasing, to rent it out for ninety-nine years, forever and ever. The
prospectivebuyer enters into a lease agreement of ninety-nine years with a land
baron and that land is literally sold, it has changed hands. This is a serious
abuse by the land barons and I think it is high time, Comrade Minister of
Lands, that we amend the Commercial Land Act to make it retroactive to
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whenever this Act was passed and that anything which was done in bad faith
since that date is illegal. That is the only way we can protect this resource
called land from the land sharks who are abusing the policy of national
reconciliation. It is high time that we take that action to reverse this trend.

There are also citizens who are so unpatriotic, their names are being used by
foreigners to buy land. These schemes are known. Yes, many of us are doing
that. (Interjection). I am not so sure about Tjihuiko, but a number of them
who are doing that. They know themselves.

The other resource is minerals and I am happy to hear that the Minister has
now started to take action. So-called investors come to Namibia and apply for
an exploration licence. They have no intention to mine, but they explore and
discover something and then go out and say that they have found the largest
field or uranium in Namibia and they want to sell their rights. It is another
fishy kind of operation. It is a paper right they are selling, but the resource in
the ground belongs to the Namibian people. This foreign investor sells this
right through a paper, this person becomes rich, and Namibians get nothing.
This is a criminal activity and another abuse. There are also fellow Namibians
who are doing this, who apply for EPLs in order to sell them and I think these
things need to be exposed and stopped because we are doing injustice to the
poor people of Namibia. We are not poor because we do not have resources.
We do have resources, we just need to manage these resources properly so that
each one of us gets a benefit and the way to go is to make sure that no raw
materials of Namibia are exported in their raw form. We must create
incentives for value addition and value addition leads to a value chain and
value chains create jobs. We must create that condition. That is why we have
a problem with our European economic partners, because they do not want us
to protect our infant industry, they do not want us to impose export levies on
raw materials. If we do not have that policy instrument, we are not going to
curb the abuse of our resources.

Therefore, if we want to improve our revenue base, it is high time that we take
drastic steps. Otherwise, we will continue to be victims of sharks, these
international crooks who come here in the name of investment just to rip off
Namibia. Trekkopje was sold by a Canadian to the French and the French
discovered that the uranium there is of low grade and they are trying to find the
technology to exploit low-grade uranium. Meanwhile they were given the
expectation that this is the best field you can find. I think we even have to go
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international, that this thing should be outlawed internationally.

However, domestically we have to put in place instruments, that if you are
given an EPL, those rights should not change hands without approval of the
Namibian Government and if the Namibian Government has to approve, there
must be a heavy tax, just as we impose royalty tax on mining. Otherwise, we
are not in control of these resources. Namibia is a place to speculate. You
come here, dig a hole here and there, and claim to have discovered gold. There
is a gold mine near Otavi, it has changed hands and now it is in the hands of
the Brazilians. I do not know to whom the Brazilians are going to sell next
time, but I am not even sure, whether there actually is gold or if it is just a
story. (Interjection)

HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY: There is something.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: There is something? Are you sure? The
Minister of Police is the one who polices. He says there is something.

Colleagues, if we are going to manage this Budget and to meet many of our
needs, which you all articulate very well, under limited revenue conditions, we
must start with the control of our resources, because our resources will be the
base of revenue generation. If we can do that, then we can have an
expansionary Budget, everybody will get something. Even our Colleagues
who are advocating for everybody to get the N$100, will get something, but in
the meantime we have to take care of the elderly, we have to take care of the
orphans, we have to take care of the disabled, we have to take care of the
people on Anti-Retroviral Therapy before we can think of big things. These
are the resource constraints, it is not because somebody wants to put somebody
else in poverty, it is only that we need to have priorities and what I have
mentioned here are priorities of our Government under the present
circumstances.

With those few words, I want to thank Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-
Amadhila for creating a very balanced Budget. The Budget will meet the basic
needs of our people, the Budget will form a basis and a foundation for further
development. We must support it and at the same time, we should put into
place policy instruments, which will change the face of our economy. I thank
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you for your attention.

HON SPEAKER: The Leader of the Government Business in the Chamber
has spoken. The lawmakers and policy-makers have heard you and the ball is,
therefore, in your court individually and collectively. Minister of Health and
Social Services.

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES: Honourable
Speaker, on that brilliant note left by the Right Honourable Prime Minister, I
move that the Debate be adjourned until tomorrow.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: I Move that the House adjourns until
tomorrow, 8 April, at 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:40 UNTIL 2010.04.08 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Notice of Questions? Notice of
Motions? Any Ministerial Statements? The Secretary will read the First Order
of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE SECOND READING :
APPROPRIATION BILL

HON SPEAKER: When this Debate was adjourned on Wednesday, 7 April
2010, the Question, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion by the
Honourable Minister of Finance, that the Bill be read a Second Time. Any
further discussion? Honourable Kamwi.

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES: I thank you,
for giving me the Floor Honourable Speaker.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I rise this afternoon to support the
Appropriation Bill tabled by the Honourable Minister of Finance, Comrade
Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila and to provide some inputs into how the health
portion of the Budget will be utilised.

Allow me at the onset to congratulate His Excellency, President Hifikepunye
Pohamba and the SWAPO Party for a landslide victory in last year’s National
and Presidential elections which gave the SWAPO Party an overwhelming
mandate to govern this country for the next 5 years.

I also wish to congratulate the Honourable Speaker for his re-election into that
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most challenging portfolio to steer the affairs of this august House. Your re-
election, Sir, is a clear testimony of the confidence this House has in your
tested leadership and ability to facilitate balanced debates and steer the House
towards the desired outcomes, while at the same time giving each Member
sufficient time to express their views without fear or favour.

I also must applaud the Honourable Members for electing Honourable Loide
Kasingo as Deputy Speaker of the House. Her legal background and
experience in the House will provide much-needed guidance on the due
process and legislative Debates.

Similarly, I wish to take this opportunity to warmly congratulate all the
Honourable Members of this House from all Parties for having made it to this
august House. I want to especially thank those who have put their trust and
confidence in people like me through the SWAPO Party electoral system for
giving us an unequivocal mandate to continue to lead the destiny of this
country towards economic and social development. The tasks might seem
daunting, but I am confident that with our collective wisdom and dedication we
will ensure value-adding and robust debates. I look forward to working with
you all for the next five years.

May I take this opportunity to thank His Excellency, the President for having
entrusted me, for the second time, to be at the helm of the Ministry of Health
and Social Services for another five years. I would like to assure His
Excellency and the entire Namibian people that I would devote my time and
my energy to ensure the further improvement of the health care system and
social welfare of our people. We made good progress during the last five years
and I would like to build on the gains made thus far by addressing the
remaining challenges more systematically this time around. We will however
need the support and involvement of all the stakeholders.

I would now, like to wholeheartedly appreciate the continued support and
leadership of the Honourable Minister of Finance who has always ensured that
adequate resources were made available to fund critical health programmes
and infrastructures. Thank you, Comrade Minister, for always rendering a
sympathetic ear to my please and scratching around for much-needed resources
to complete crucial projects such as the Oshakati Intermediate Hospital
renovations.
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Honourable Speaker, Sir, Honourable Members, the past twelve months have
been quite turbulent as the global economy experienced its worst recession in
decades and Namibia was not an exception. The biggest loss with respect to
the domestic downturn is measured not in GDP figures, but in human terms.
More than 2 000 people lost their jobs, resulting in a cascade of events that is
affecting many households in Namibia, whether directly or indirectly.

The strength of the SWAPO Government’s Government finances, allowed us
to mount a concerted response to the crisis, giving pay increases to our Civil
Servants at the most crucial time when it was needed and expanding our Social
Security safety net that was crucial at that particular time. I have no doubt that
the current stance of our fiscal stance will continue to support the economy
during the fragile recovery.

The 2010/2011 Budget reflects the SWAPO Party Government’s stance on
issues that are important to the Namibian people, such as education, safety and
security and health, demonstrating that it is not just about numbers, but rather
about the desires, needs and hopes of the Namibian people. This Budget is
simply an expression of the Government’s political priorities that are reflected
in the SWAPO Party Manifesto. I am quite sure preparations of this Budget
have been quite a balancing act, which our capable Ministry of Finance has
done quite well.

Honourable Speaker, allow me now to turn my attention to key priorities for
my Ministry for the next medium-term allocation. As I said, challenges are
many whilst resources are limited. The only way we can make serious dents is
through prioritisation and applying scarce resources wisely. In this regard, we
will continue to focus on the Millennium Development Goals commitments to
ensure that we achieve the targets come 2015. We have made some progress
so far but more remains to be done, especially with respect to maternal and
child mortality.

The Ministry will also focus on improving the health care system and
completing infrastructural renovations and overhaul many of our aging health
centres and hospitals. We have made significant progress, but the construction
of sufficient infrastructures and renovations remains a mammoth task. My
office is overwhelmed with requests from villages and settlements across the
width and breadth of this beautiful Republic for a health centre or a clinic.



120

08 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON DR KAMWI

There is, however, a policy document for the establishment of health facilities,
which sets out criteria to be used before an area can qualify for a clinic.

Honourable Members, you will agree with me in this regard that, given the
limited resources at our disposal, we cannot build a clinic or health centre in all
areas where requests were made, nor can we build it to the satisfaction of
everyone unless we are all prepared to chip in through whatever means we can
afford.

At the core of our health care system is the primary health care approach,
which calls for, amongst others, equitable distribution of resources, community
and other stakeholders’ participation. In this regard, I will continue to forge
partnerships with interested and affected stakeholders to strengthen
Government efforts. This was successfully pursued during the last three years
and we were able to raise over N$200 million from Namibian institutions,
companies and individuals. This money was used for renovations of some of
our hospitals, clinics and health centres as well as purchasing ambulances and
outreach service vehicles for some of our remote areas.

Honourable Speaker, Sir, in looking forward, allow me to outline two major
pillars of our strategic focus areas for the Health care system for the next five
years. These are:

1. Achieving the health Millennium Development Goals, namely Goals
Four, Five and Six, aimed at reduction of child mortality; improve
maternal health and reducing the burden of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and
malaria, respectively; and

2. Strengthening the health systems to ensure sustainability of our
achievements and a lasting improvement in the health of our people.

The Millennium Development Goals and strengthening the health systems are
interrelated and mutually reinforcing. We, therefore, need to collectively
ensure that we build a society where our children grow and develop to their
full potential.

As you know, Namibia is lagging behind in some of the targets related to child
and maternal health. This is largely due to intrinsic systemic challenges related
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to our well-known deficits in skilled health personnel. While we are
performing extremely well in providing access to antenatal care services, there
remain some challenges.

In this regard, we will refocus our implementation approach and actively invest
in training and retraining of skilled birth attendants; improving newborn care;
strengthening immunisation and ensuring that adequate and specialised
attention is paid to people in the lowest quintile of our socio-economic
development. We will apply a strong public health approach that is anchored
on values of equity and social justice.

With respect to HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, we are on course to
achieve most targets, but we shall not rest on our laurels. We will intensify
infection control to deal with resistant forms of tuberculosis, scale up ARVs,
fight stigma and discrimination. In addition, we will continue our march
towards malaria elimination and strengthen cross-border collaboration with our
neighbours to prevent importation of other communicable diseases, such as
cholera.

With respect to the second focus area referred to earlier, I wish to say that the
health system is a complex and dynamic interface between human resources,
financing, medicines and technologies, information, service delivery and
governance. A health system needs staff, funds, information, supplies,
transport communications and overall guidance and direction to provide
services that are responsive and sustainable while treating people fairly.

Honourable Speaker, you will all agree with me that the Ministry of Health and
Social Services cannot successfully execute all the above priorities without the
required human capital. It is understood, therefore, that human resources and
capacity building will remain a key focus area for the next five years. We have
made some inroads so far, but the demand for qualified and experienced
medical personnel continue to exceed supply. We now have our own medical
school, but this will still require backup from elsewhere until such time it is
able to produce enough professionals. Therefore, we will continue to send
young Namibians for training abroad as well as supplementing short and
medium term requirements from sisterly and friendly countries such as Cuba
and from within SADC.
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The challenge is always that of retaining newly qualified doctors within the
Public Service. We have managed to create a bonding framework in
collaboration with the Ministry of Education, but this has not completely
closed the loopholes. While I thank my senior Colleague, Honourable
Nangolo Mbumba, for the role he played while Minister of Education to secure
Cabinet approval for the bonding framework, I wish to appeal to the current
Honourable Minister of Education, Dr Abraham Iyambo, to work closely with
my Ministry in order to ensure that those trained through hard-earned public
money work for a reasonable period within the public sector in order to ensure
an appropriate return on investment made in their education.

Honourable Speaker, in conclusion, while job creation is the country’s socio-
economic challenge, creating an inclusive economy requires a comprehensive
package of measures to promote employment, alongside continued network
infrastructure investment. Namibia’s potential lies in its youth and the
Government certain agrees, given the N$6,6 million injection into the
education sector. The 2010/2011 Budget shows that estimated expenditure on
old-age homes and welfare organisation will increase by more than 100 percent
from the 2009/2010 estimates. The Government understands that social
assistance alleviate poverty and reduces inequality. This is the reason for the
increase of the old-age grants by 11% to N$500 as well as the orphans and
vulnerable children grants by N$30.

I will fail in my duty if I do not acknowledge our ongoing efforts to learn and
benchmark our health care practices within SADC countries and the global
community. Namibia’s achievements in the health sector are hailed both
regionally and internationally. We will continue to learn and adopt relevant
International Health Regulations and other binding treaties whilst participating
in international forums of importance in order to improve the health security in
our Region and beyond.

Over and above all the foregoing, I wish to reiterate that the best health care
system is one based on the principles of prevention, good nutrition and
physical activities. I, therefore, wish to encourage all Namibians of all ages
and sizes to live healthy lifestyles by going back to the basics. I challenge you,
Honourable Members, to join me in this clarion call to our people. I thank
you.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister, you can count on us in your
crusade to keep us healthy and alive. Honourable Uutoni Nujoma and before
you start, congratulations.

HON MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Thank you, very much.
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, let me, first, congratulate
Honourable Theo-Ben Gurirab on his re-election as Speaker of this House. As
a consummate and seasoned diplomat, I am confident that you will continue to
guide us with the same diligence, vigour and determination that have carried us
through the past five years. In the same vein, I wish to use this opportunity to
congratulate Honourable Loide Kasingo on her election as Deputy Speaker of
this august House.

Allow me to also welcome all the new Members on both side of this House.
You are most welcome and we know that we have a duty and responsibility to
represent our people in this august House by promulgating good laws, which
will serve the interest of the Namibian people.

Allow me further to associate myself with the Colleagues who spoke before
me in congratulating the Minister of Finance, Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-
Amadhila, for tabling an expansionary, pro-growth and pro-poor Budget in line
with the 2009 SWAPO Party Election Manifesto. From this Manifesto the
SWAPO Party derives its mandate to realise the hopes and developmental
aspirations of the Namibian people for the next five years.

I am sure that this Budget will lend itself greatly in addressing the critical
challenges our country faces, such as unemployment, particularly among the
youth, rural development and gender inequality, amongst others. The onus is
now on the Members of this House and all those tasked with implementing the
Budget, particularly those in the Civil Service, to ensure that the Budget is
used in the most optimal and innovative ways to realise its objectives.

Honourable Members, a number of health issues continue to pose serious
challenges to the achievement of our development goals, as articulated clearly
by the Honourable Minister of Health and Social Services, amongst them
HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis. The substantial budgetary allocation to
the health sector is welcomed, particularly because a healthy and productive
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workforce is a prerequisite for development. I wish to single out that
HIV/AIDS has the potential to pose a national security threat if not
appropriately addressed. While commending the efforts of our Government to
ensure the provision of anti-retroviral drugs, counselling and support to people
living with HIV/AIDS as well as the de-stigmatisation of the pandemic, I want
to emphasise the need for collective action to ensure improved awareness of
the pandemic and its impact on the Nation.

One of the programmes that have played a pivotal role in addressing
HIV/AIDS within a broader health and development context, is the United
States President’s Emergency Plan for Aids Relief, popularly known as
PEPFAR. The efforts of many other development partners are noticed and we
would like to call upon them to continue complementing the efforts of our
Government in ameliorating the impact of the pandemic.

Honourable Members, another distinct commitment that comes forth in this
Budget is our Government’s commitment to rural development. The provision
of housing, water and sanitation in rural areas remains a priority and mitigates
rural urban migration. We are very much aware that our local authorities have
been overwhelmed by the migration of rural people to urban centres, which has
placed a tremendous burden on the municipalities and, therefore, it is important
that we also assist the Local Authorities so that they can look after our people
in the informal settlements.

I am pleased to see the increase of the old age and disability grants to N$500
per month. As you are aware, Honourable Members, Namibia is one of only
three countries in Africa, which pay its elders to sustain themselves. This
increase is in line with the 2009 SWAPO Party Manifesto, which reiterates our
commitment to addressing the plight of vulnerable members of our society
through the equitable allocation of resources and effective implementation of
programmes ensuring universal access and full coverage of all eligible target
groups.

The respective allocations for the Ministries of Education, Defence and Safety
and Security will also address the challenges in these sectors. In Oshiwambo
we say, “Ohatu kofa hatumbonyoka”, we sleep well because of these two key
institutions, which secure our safety and security. The education sector is an
important foundation for economic and social development and it is my hope
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that we will continue to provide skills and training which are compatible with
the needs of our economy.

Namibia, being small in terms of population, deserves a well equipped and
well trained Defence and Police Force in order to protect its territorial
sovereignty and to ensure continued peace, stability and socio-economic
development.

Despite the economic crisis that the world-at-large has experienced, the rolling
Budget has successfully absorbed the shocks that our economy has been
exposed to. However, our economy has not been immune to these shocks and
the dwindling revenue from the Southern African Customs Union, the mining
and tourism sectors bear testimony to this. This dwindling revenue beckons
that we find innovative ways of expanding our revenue base and the Prime
Minister yesterday talked extensively on this issue and I would not like to
dilute his brilliant exposé on this issue of the economy.

Honourable Members, when one takes a retrospective look at the small
beginnings that marked our first national Budget, it is clear that as a
Government we have made enormous strides in developing this country. In
1990, our national Budget was a meagre N$2,2 billion and over the next
Financial Year Government, spending is estimated at roughly N$27 billion.

Finally, Honourable Members, I would also like to use this opportunity to
thank all those who contributed to the SWAPO Party 2009 election campaign:
The national leaders assigned to the Regions, Regional and Local Authority
leaders the entire SWAPO Party leadership and the Sub-Technical Committee
on Information, Mobilisation and Voter Education for the sterling job in
ensuring a resounding victory for the SWAPO Party.

It is now incumbent on all of us to ensure that the Budget is fully implemented
in line with the SWAPO Party Manifesto, which should serve as a guideline
for the realisation of the hopes and aspirations of the people who have
mandated us to serve their interests in this august House.

I would also like to use this opportunity to thank our citizenry for behaving
very well during the murder of the AWB leader, Eugene TerreBlanche and I
think the local populace has not reacted and that shows the maturity of the
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Namibian Nation and that we have internalised the process of national
reconciliation. I thank you, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Shifeta.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF YOUTH, NATIONAL SERVICE,
SPORT AND CULTURE: Thank you very much, Comrade Speaker,
Honourable Members. First, let me join all the Colleagues who spoke before
me to congratulate the Minister, the Director-General, the Deputy Minister and
their respective Permanent Secretaries and staff and the Governor of our
Central Bank.

Furthermore, I am profoundly pleased with our macro-economic situation,
coupled with well-disciplined and prudent fiscal policies. The aim of
appropriating the public funds is mainly to address socio-economic and
political challenges facing our people, especially the poor and the previously
marginalised. It is a response to the country’s demand for sustainable human
development and it is equally a response to the call of our National
Development Plans and Vision 2030. These measures are aimed at removing
the structural inequality, which had been constructed for decades by the
apartheid regime.

At the end of last year, this Nation went to the polls and voted decisively, once
again, for the SWAPO Party. This overwhelmingly decision gave the SWAPO
Party the mandate to continue with its developmental plans and programmes
this Nation aspires for. We equally celebrated our 20th anniversary as an
Independent Nation and with peace and tranquillity prevailing within those 20
years of our Independence.

Unlike some of the Political Parties in this country whose wishes are to see
Namibia destabilised by undermining and disfigure the good face of Namibia,
the SWAPO Party has been, is and shall be the Party of the Namibian people
with the sole aim to take this Nation to greater heights.

There is no doubt that with the SWAPO Party this Nation will prosper and



127

08 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON SHIFETA

every human being who inhabits it shall always enjoy the basic human rights
and peace of mind. Let those who forget so easily be reminded that the
Independence of this country was not given on a silver platter, many heroes
sacrificed their lives for this noble cause. The SWAPO Party, which has been
on the forefront of the liberation struggle and solely led the armed struggle to
liberate this Nation, will never fail the Nation or allow this country to be
destabilised economically, socially or politically.

At the same time, we should seize this moment to pay homage and tribute to
those heroes who sacrificed their precious lives for the Independence of this
beautiful country. We are indebted to the leadership of the SWAPO Party
whose collective visionary leadership brought us where we are today. The
assurance to the Namibian people is that SWAPO Party will not gamble with
your future, but will always strive to create an environment conducive for all
Namibians.

Comrade Speaker, Sir, as it is always the case, the Budget provides the
fulfilment of meeting the socio-economic and political needs of our people,
especially focusing on rural development. Education and training, health, rural
electrification, clean rural water supply, agricultural development, roads and
communication infrastructures are the biggest tools for human empowerment
and economic growth.

Thus, the Budget’s aim is to give impetus in accelerating the achievement of
those goals in our National Development Plans and Vision 2030. The increase
in the capital development projects is evident. The Development Budget is
necessary for economic growth. Hence, proper implementation of
development projects, immediately, should be accentuated. We should put the
entire Capital Budget effectively and efficiently to use within a given Financial
Year. Money returning to Treasury, which was earmarked for capital projects
means to deprive the people of their right to development, more especially the
needy ones. We should therefore improve on our bureaucratic system in order
to ameliorate this situation.

It is also logical that with the limited resources and unlimited needs, which
hugely overtake the resources, it should be our resolve that appropriate
planning, efficiency and effective measures in handling those resources are in
place. In the Minister’s statement, these measures are clearly outlined. All in
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all, the Budget is unequivocal in answering human development needs, such as
education of our children, increased social services, health for all and
employment creation.

Our economy performed relatively well in those years up to date. However,
there is a serious concern because hitherto primary industry sectors remain the
biggest contributor to our economy, thus leaving the secondary industry
sectors, with the exclusion of construction, not performing well. The primary
industry, especially the mining, fishing and agricultural sectors’ contribution to
the revenue in the year under review has been relatively well, given the global
economic derailment.

Even if there is evidence of an increase in mining output and an increase in
export, which has been experiencing stagnation for the past two years now, the
concern is on the value addition, because much of the mining output are still
exported in the raw or semi-raw forms. The recipients of our unprocessed
minerals benefit more than we do. In fact, we are creating hundreds of jobs
outside Namibia. We should forget the notion of industrialised nations helping
Africa to build her capacity to process all her minerals to the exclusion of the
former. For industrialised Nations to commit and to do so, means hundreds of
millions of their people will practically lose their jobs.

Comrade Speaker, we all know that due to the advanced technology today,
mining activities are more capital intensive as opposed to labour intensive.
This practically means even big mines today employ fewer labourers and
deploy technology to replace mass employment. Value addition means
strengthening our secondary industry in the manufacturing sector, thus creating
more job opportunities. The performances of the tertiary industry sectors,
which are mainly services, depend on the performance of the other sectors in
both primary and secondary industries. Hence, for us as a developing Nation,
strengthening of our secondary industry sectors will be our safety net, so to
say.

The global economic performance depends heavily on the global political
situation. We have to admit that as much as we continue to have an unresolved
political conflict in the Middle East, the inflation rate will continue to rise due
to volatile oil prices. The current stability in oil prices will be temporary and
will rise as soon as the economic global situation ameliorates to restore buying
power in the hands of those who manipulate global oil prices. Of course, this
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is something beyond our control as one of the players in global politics. It is a
pity that those major powers who, some of them, are conditio sine quo none of
this are less willing or have less desire to cause the solution thereto. As long as
we have conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere and a military threat
against Iran, North Korea and uncertainty and the constant denial of the
Palestinian State, the global economy will negatively influence national
economies, including ours.

The effects of the climatic change could be felt in southern Africa already and
Namibia is no exception. It is, therefore, imperative for us to provide funds in
order to improve our meteorological services. This is essential for early
warning measures.

As a matter of fact, many of our people affected by the flood or continue to be
affected year by year are in flood prone areas. Some of them took those
settlements contrary to planning and engineering advice. Some went there due
to unforeseeable circumstances at the time. It just makes economic sense that
people who settled in flood prone areas move to higher land permanently. This
will save us more resources that could have been used elsewhere.

HIV/AIDS is assuming a catastrophic proportion in Namibia. In fact, we are
faced with a double threat to our human capital development, which is
essential for economic growth and sustainable human development. On top of
the already lack of developed human capital, Namibia is faced with a serious
threat of HIV/AIDS which kills people in their productive age, especially the
youth. This is a combination of all multiple challenges, because we are losing
the backbone of our human capital, which is essential to accelerate our
National Development Plans and Vision 2030. Thus, the fight against
HIV/AIDS is a moral imperative. Providing Anti-Retroviral Therapy to the
majority of our infected people is one of the priorities of the SWAPO Party
Government. This has borne tangible fruits, as fewer funerals take place today
as opposed to the past, especially between 1996 and 2005. The provision Anti-
Retro-Viral therapy brought relief too many families and the Nation.

Education and training remain the key elements to the realisation of our Vision
2030. The most important and effective way of adding value to an individual
and in return, to his community, is skills development and the authorities to
further recognise acquired skills. Thus, the National Training Authority,
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together with our training institutions, has a daunting task to ensure that all
skills training programmes are properly screened and earn recognition by the
authority.

Honourable Speaker, Sir, indicators in the labour market clearly show that
graduates with technical skills are more in demand than their peers with
academic certificates. This logically demands that the country needs
institutions that are more technical and vocational training centres in all
thirteen Regions.

Information, Communication and Technology (ICT) represent one of the most
powerful tools in the development of all spheres of human life. For instance,
private businesses benefit because ICTs help to improve access to market or
supply chains and provide for a broader base for decision-making, thus making
risks more calculable. Equally, many local communities can experience the
increase of civil societies’ participation in the decision-making process and
public debate and may expand the reach and accessibility of Government
services. This is more essential to our academic community in researching
information for academic purposes. Teachers and students both need the use
of ICTs daily in order to possess accurate and correct information and in return
disseminate into their respective communities.

The expansion of television networks and radio waves, telephone facilities,
mobile telecommunication networks and installation of internet lines in our
rural communities will contribute immensely to the struggle against poverty
eradication, as many people will now save the money they use daily in
transport to centres to access those facilities. I am, therefore, pleased that the
rural electrification Budget doubled, as this will accelerate ICTs development
in rural areas. I am equally pleased to learn that the Ministry of Education is
providing computer facilities to rural schools. The NBC, mobile
telecommunication companies as well as NamPost have to play vital roles in
realising this goal.

Comrade Speaker, a child’s first line of protection is the family. Thus, for a
child to develop his or her personality, the environment where she is being
brought up should be conducive. Most importantly, there must be an
atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding. Some children are fortunate
enough to have both parents who can provide them with the necessities.
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However, there are those children who live without one or both parents due to
HIV/AIDS and other diseases. Some children left family homes due to conflict
in families or economic hardships. Thus, the increase in welfare grants to
orphans and vulnerable children is the fulfilment of our commitment towards a
safer world for all our children. However, I have a concern, as many others
may have, whether the whole grant given is used in the interest of the intended
beneficiary or is used for something else by those guardians. There are reports
that some children who are beneficiaries are not actually benefiting. I submit
that teachers, traditional leaders and Councillors should be in possession of a
list of these beneficiaries in their areas of jurisdiction and monitor their
material conditions repeatedly.

There is a negative belief and perception among some of our people that art,
sport and culture are less important, but the opposite is correct, that many
young people in the world today accrue economic benefits from these. The
Budget items of these always enjoy less preference than other items in our
Budget. Time has come for all of us to realise the importance of these items in
our Budget.

Equally, we should expose our youth to self-employment programmes by
supporting and assisting those enterprising in the corners of our streets and
elsewhere. These vendors are serious entrepreneurs and they just need support
to grow their businesses. Given the current economic situation in the world
today, the informal sector, whether we want it or not, creates more jobs in the
developing economies, including Namibia. Thus, putting more money in the
development of this sector will be a good investment, as the vendors one day
will be registered and become taxpayers.

With these few remarks, I wholeheartedly support the Appropriation Bill of
2010/2011. Thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Deputy Minister. Chief Ankama.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: Thank you
very much, Comrade Speaker. Perhaps I should start by congratulating you
for your re-election as Speaker of the National Assembly and indeed, your
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Deputy, Comrade Kasingo. This is a job well done.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, it is just appropriate to wish many
happy returns to the SWAPO Party for the recent landslide victory during the
Presidential and Parliamentary elections last December.

I further give a thunderous shower of congratulations to the SWAPO Party and
its Government for twenty years of democratic governance. This is a clear
testimony of the Rule of Law, vibrant democracy, peace, harmony and socio-
economic growth, captivating positive progress.

In the same vein, I wish to express my best wishes to Comrade Hifikepunye
Pohamba, President of the Republic of Namibia and President of the SWAPO
Party for an overwhelming victory in the past Presidential elections and thank
him too for having trust in me by placing me as Deputy Minister of the
Ministry of Works and Transport. Thank you so much, Comrade President.

Similarly, my best wishes to the father of the Namibian Nation, Comrade Sam
Shafiishuna Nujoma for laying a strong foundation both during the liberation
struggle era and during the formative years of our Independence. Comrade
Father of the Namibian Nation, present and future generations will remember
you as a hero of heroes and a tested cadre who led Namibians to freedom and
independence without wavering. Viva Comrade Nujoma, many more healthy
years. To you all, fellow SWAPO cadres, I wish you well for having been
elected to this Honourable House. I thank you for the hard work during our
past campaigns and thank you to the Nation as a whole for having faith in the
SWAPO Party. We should always refer to our SWAPO Party Election
Manifesto during our tenure of office. We must put it to work. It is a contract
with the people and they expect good and timely deliveries. We need to
redouble our commitment, vigilance and efforts to make unpopular decisions
for the benefit of all our people.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, Comrade Saara Kuugongelwa-
Amadhila talks about our proposed Budget as portraying a balanced approach
which is aimed at securing and consolidating our fragile economic recovery,
on the one hand and on the other hand, to stimulate the economy to higher
growth rates, which in turn must translate into employment creation poverty
reduction and equitable wealth creation. This places our 2010/2011 Budget
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squarely at the centre of economic shake and shrinks for it stimulates the
economy to higher growth rates. It is therefore expected for us to be cautious
enough when spending when implementing capital projects and programmes
under our care. This means that we have to urgently review policies, which
regulate tenders, tender awarding bodies and tender personnel.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, on tenders: Tender awarding
systems urgent require careful scrutiny. (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: The House shall rise for refreshments.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:18 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: Thank you
once more, Comrade Speaker. I was on the point of tenders. I was saying that
the tender awarding system urgently requires careful scrutiny, analysis and
prompt action to rectify the wrongs. The system appears invaded by few
individuals under the guise of Black Economic Empowerment where a few
individuals are operating and tendering under several business or trade names.
These individuals are allegedly continually receiving tenders under fictitious
names and as a result, they do not do a proper job, they do not complete given
tenders on time and they do not have competent and sufficient professional
personnel in their employment. I am saying that the BEE should also try to
avoid skewed national development and empowerment, as this may create
problems for us in the future.

Equally important and of grave concern is the process involved in conducting
preliminary or feasibility studies, tender updates, application processing,
etcetera. Tender personnel too should be looked into, especially on the length
of stay at a particular desk of department, meaning that staff should not be
allowed to stay there too long.

To remove all bottlenecks to the above or to the alluded, a thorough but
professional study is essential.
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We must see to it that Budget money does not go back unused to Treasury at
the end of the Financial Year. This is tantamount to sabotaging the SWAPO
Party Election Manifesto which we are all striving to put into practice.

With the above stated in mind, we do not stimulate the economy, we fail to
create job opportunities, poverty remains where it is and the electorate suffer as
a result. We therefore need to do something about this to avoid the above-said.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, work ethics and a sense of
professionalism: While the SWAPO Party Government has scored many,
many successes in developing Namibia and its people continually, work ethics
and a sense of professionalism are disturbing. The pride of one’s work has
dwindled, the art to do one’s job professionally is very low and the lack of
ethics among many employees of different trades is unspeakable. Therefore,
emphasis on work ethics and a sense of professionalism should be cultivated
among workers of different responsibilities, especially those in Public Service.
Only then will we be able to deliver to the expectations of the electorate.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, the output of our current Budget
should be met through growth projection or projected at 3,8% during 2010 and
at a rate of 4,2% per annum for 2011 to 2013 as stated by the Finance Minister
in her Budget speech. The above should be seen becoming a reality in line
with the input instruments should they be employed on time, these instruments
being the following:

 State Finance Bill;
 Audit Bill;
 Tender Board Amendment Bill;
 Finance Intelligence Act, 2007;
 Financial Institutions and Markets Bill;
 Long Term Insurance and Pension Funds Act.

The above listed instruments will greatly contribute to the improved collection
of revenue and handling debt. One just hopes that these instruments will help
as well to direct the proper management of some of the State-Owned
Enterprises as Government businesses, especially those who run their affairs
into a loss instead of giving strong dividends to the State in return. When one
runs a business, one wants profit in return and that should be the norm.
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Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, getting money means getting things
done. It is loud and clear that the SWAPO Party Election Manifesto for 2009
is our implementation guide and we should all adhere to it to record success.
Therefore, progress reports based on our work programmes and projects should
be ongoing and be marked off the calendar of events. Our work should be
practical, executable, accessible and visible. Yes, I support the Bill and
congratulate the Minister of Finance and her team for the job well done. I
thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Chief Riruako.

HON RIRUAKO: Before I start with my speech, I want to give a vision to
the House.

HON SPEAKER: What is it you want to give to the House?

HON RIRUAKO: A vision.

HON SPEAKER: No, that is clear. The Speaker had a vision when he
accepted re-election. Just make your contribution.

HON RIRUAKO: No, my vision is mine. The Speaker’s vision is his.

HON SPEAKER: Just make your contribution. It is your vision, not that of
the House.

HON RIRUAKO: I was complaining about what happened and how it
happened, but let us face it, first we have many things to do together. Number
one, we have tabled the genocide issue in this Parliament and the whole House
accepted it as such. It was not an individual effort, it was accepted by this



136

08 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON RIRUAKO

House as one unit, and therefore we must do jointly it that way. It was
accepted by the House with another Speaker who endorsed it according to the
decision of the House. I wanted this to be clear. This is not an individual
issue, but a national issue.

Honourable Speaker, commenting on the Budget statement for the 2010/2011
Financial Year, let me take a firm stance to admonish and echo the voice of
Traditional Authorities, the representative of the masses and citizens of this
country. Opposition is about giving alternatives and not necessarily
obstinately holding qualms against each other. Therefore, we should not
regard each other as the enemy, we are here to build a Nation and the Nation
belongs to all of us.

Those of us that feel injustice had prevailed and fairness is trampled upon in
the uncouth dust, I want to assure us that we have a well-grounded and
established tria politika. One will always do checks and balances. The Rule
of Law remains the anchor of our democracy.

I would want to acknowledge efforts thus far taken by the Honourable Minister
in compiling this Budget. Her efforts are worth immolating. However, we
need to exchange binoculars to enhance each other’s vision in this regard.

Honourable Speaker, last year this House listened to a well-branded Budget
speech, “pro-poor Budget”. We indeed poured some olive oil into the itching
ears of the poor in this country, especially the Regions identified as poor. I,
however, gazed at the last setting sun of 2009 fading into its eternal horizon
with the poor still subsisting on fragmented crumbs that fall from the master’s
table, which the rich remain rich amidst the scorching heat of economic
downturn. The status quo remains, the poor in this country spend more than
70% of their income on consumable commodities. Members, our lubricated
and Vaseline promises slipped through the hands of our people and thus
exacerbated their plight.

This year the rhetoric has assumed another more enticing form to the listener –
“Recovering and Sustainable Growth.” This House must primarily demand
tangible evidence of deliverables in terms of infrastructural development
amongst the identified poor regions in this country.
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In a simple language best understood by our people, what have we done for the
poor Ohangwena, Kavango, Omusati and Caprivi? They remain poor. This is
a crucial debate for this House, where lawmakers have to ensure correct
appropriation of limited resources into a developing economy.

Our conceptual understanding of sustainable development will determine the
course of action we are to take in ensuring that our economy interacts
effectively in the global scale. Poignant questions must be asked, such that we
pay candid attention to priorities. If the vision of industrialising this country
by 2030 has to be realised, then we have to ensure that we utilise and distribute
resources at our disposal equitably and sustainably or sparingly, such that the
future society will have enough to subsist on. This will inter alia, coerce this
House to ensure that a viable economy of at least 7% is established,
unemployment is addressed, which is a total onslaught amongst the youth of
this country and that rural development is embarked upon as a matter of
priority to reduce influx into the urban areas, to keep you at leisure and to rest
in peace.

Honourable Speaker, allow me to draw your attention to a pertinent matter
relating to our future. The year 2030, to most of us seated here in this august
House, remains only but a dream and we will never achieve it and shall never
get to see its dawn.

Honourable Speaker, one prolific writer, Ellen G. White echoes the following
sentiments as she traces lines with her pen, “our youth is an index of the future
society.” Is it not our duty, therefore, that we determine a kind of society our
children will live in then, by prioritising their education today and shape their
future to come?

Mr Speaker, just a rhetorical question: Does our Honourable Minister infer
through her allocations that education is of lesser importance than defence? I
do not purport to sound like an alarmist or a prophet of doom, but if we are to
realise the vision of an industrialised country, we need to start now embarking
on both quantitative and qualitative questions as far as capacity-building and
skills development of our children is concerned. What is the output of
quantifiable resources that we have geared thus far towards education and what
outcome or impact has those resources made in terms of realising our vision as
a Nation?
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Honourable Speaker, this country stands at 51% of unemployment rate. Out of
this percentage, you have 60% of our youth. Every year plus minus 24,000
learners sit for examinations, of which almost half of these learners fail their
matric. This gives a rough picture that almost 12,000 young people are added
to the general statistics of the unemployment rate per year. This is a call on us
to roll up our sleeves in ensuring that our children become employable, active
participants in the labour market.

Regionalisation of employment in this country is our dire need. We need to
extract from empirical data as to how many professions do we need per Region
and its demands. For example, the Caprivi and Kavango Regions is certainly
our breadbasket, but we continuously import from South Africa instead of
fortifying the Caprivi and Kavango in their inherent skills. Now the blanket
fits all kinds of approaches, resulting in the skewed allocation of bursaries and
scholarships to one group. What is happening? That is a query. Thus,
percentages represented in the labour market are not necessarily a true
reflection of the demographics of this country.

Mr Speaker, the acquisition of land in this country is done at a snail’s pace.
We have relaxed long enough under the shadow of a semblance of lethargy,
but the voices I hear from the sole of my shoes, especially of the image of a
man sitting and gazing at the entrance of this House, Hosea Kutako, suggests
to me it is rather now than later that we should give back the land to its rightful
owners. Kutako is not turning in his grave, but is wondering and asking
himself, “What are these young men and women doing?”

I feel like throwing up to see one man owning six commercial farms not for
cultivation, but for self-gratification, shooting wild animals as part of a
sporting code and merriment, while the majority of my people are living in
abject poverty. What happening here is that six farms belong to somebody
who comes over here, looking for his animals? It has become his animals, it
does not belong to anyone else. We are becoming poorer and poorer.

Honourable Speaker, willing buyer, willing seller is a permeable statement of
intent and it has not achieved any results. We need to rethink this quantum
complexity policy in this regard. This is a warning to the citizens of this
country.
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We need to realign our Budget allocations to our vision. This will ensure that
our priorities are set up straight. Construction of adorable monuments, like
museums, is exciting, but economically incorrect. The capital Budget
allocated to these projects should rather be diverted to municipal funds so as to
enable our people to acquire land wherever they are and I am not against the
museum and artistic way of life we have, but this has to go parallel. Do not
forget where you come from and where you are now. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Namwandi.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF EDUCATION: Honourable Speaker, the
Namibian people, especially the SWAPO Members and sympathisers, deserve
an applause, for speaking loud and clear during the last Presidential and
National Elections. I give special thanks to the born-frees who followed the
example of their brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers, to ensure that
SWAPO wins with a two-thirds majority. We remain forever indebted to
them.

In the same vein, I would like to wholeheartedly congratulate the Honourable
Speaker, Dr Theo-Ben Gurirab, for his re-election to continue steering this
august House. The House, undoubtedly, will continue to benefit from your
leadership and diplomacy. You are a symbol of stability. In the same vein,
allow me to congratulate Honourable Loide Kasingo for her election as Deputy
Speaker of this respected House.

Honourable Speaker, it is with humility, honour and great sense of duty that I
accept this privilege and the great responsibility of being one of the new
Members of Parliament and to certainly be one of the greatest Members of
Cabinet. I will endeavour to justify every day and every act of trust that the
Party, the Government and the people of Namibia have placed in me.

Honourable Speaker, leadership by nature is an awesome responsibility, but I
believe political leadership in a turbulent world, is even more daunting. Please
allow me on this maiden journey to thank and congratulate His Excellency,
Hifikepunye Pohamba, the President of the SWAPO Party, Head of State and
Government of the Republic of Namibia for his re-election. He is a man who
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for the past five years has borne the burden of leadership of our country.
Please allow me to also pay a special tribute to the Founding Father, the great
liberator of our beloved Nation, His Excellency Dr Sam Nujoma, for
spearheading Namibia’s vision from the bush and trenches to the villages,
towns and cities of our motherland. We salute you and we will always
remember in the peace, unity, leadership, prosperity we are all sharing today,
and more, for the vision, which you created for this Nation. I hope that on or
before 2030, we will all stand firm and join the ranks and full privileges now
shared by the developed world.

Honourable Speaker, all of us will remember, the stewardship, the leadership
that has made our country stronger, respected, more tolerant, more prosperous
and fairer long after today.

Honourable Speaker, inasmuch as we recognise and pay tribute to our great
leaders for their great stewardship and accomplishments, as a Nation or
Parliament we cannot become complacent. The world today has become a
much more competitive place. In some cases, we could say it is a more hostile
place. At the same time, our public resources and human talents are
inefficient. Our citizens are expecting more and so the challenges on all of us
as Members of Parliament, the peoples’ representatives, are enormous and
rising; and their aspirations are high and their patience is thinning.

The challenge before us today and for the near future, is blatantly facing us on
the streets every day in our urban, rural and peri-urban centres.
Unemployment, despite the many innovative Government policies,
programmes and initiatives introduced and implemented over the last twenty
years, is hovering in the Region of between 45 and 50% of our productive
labour force.

Education and training: Despite the undisputable fact that our Government has
invested the largest share of public resources since Independence, our country
continues to lag in the supply of ample quality human resources. The
mismatch between demand and supply varies and today shows the widest
variance. Our industries and commercial ventures continue to sway and
stumble in terms of value added contribution, export production and earnings
and GDP, despite the investor friendly and conducive environments,
innovative policies and incentives. We continue to depend on our depleting
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natural resources of which we are only deriving marginal benefits. This is why
I believe that this 2010 driven Budget is a good one. By allocating an
additional N$113 million and raising the education allocation to N$1,2 billion,
Government recognises the needs and exigency of the poor, the vast number of
unemployed youth who will be the main beneficiaries.

The emphasis placed by the Budget on small business development will play a
catalytic role in introducing more entrepreneurs, investors and existing
employers will generate and capture local and global opportunities in spite of
the difficult global economic conditions.

Honourable Speaker, when I accepted the President’s call, I accepted it fully
knowing that the demands on Government, Parliament, Members of
Parliaments and on me personally will be greater despite the fact that I am
green from the field of the private sector, but let me assure you, Honourable
Speaker, this Honourable House and the nation, that the field in which I spent
the past 29 years has been directly in education. I have tried to create new
approaches, introduce new dynamism, all designed to make education and
training more accessible, more affordable, more interesting, meaningful and
attractive to the poor, to the rural folks and communities, without diversion of
those that can possibly afford and access conventional forms of education
delivery.

I also believe that our educators are not talking with each other sufficiently or
regularly, nor are they pursuing joint strategies aimed at alleviating the
growing dilemma between supply and demand and quality and quantity. It is
not sufficient to focus inwards on their own development without seeing and
agreeing on common areas, common strategies and efficient use of common
resources.

While empire defence and building are important to remain competitive,
effective use of national and public resource demands a higher level of social
responsibility, accountability, hence a greater need for cooperation,
coordination and cooperation to complement each other in the fight against
poverty, disease and under-employment and hopelessness.

One of the main drivers of my pre-occupation in education and training sector,
among other things, is the devastating negative impact of HIV/AIDS on our
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human capacity, our socio-economic fabric, not just in Namibia, but the sub-
region as a whole, we must note that Southern Africa constitutes 3% of the
world population of six billion, but ironically, about 30% of people living in
Southern Africa are infected by HIV/AIDS and the trend needs to be reversed.
Therefore, the allocation of N$1,8 billion to the Health sector over the next
three years is a positive sign for the Nation’s wellness. It is my hope that these
funds will be effectively managed and used to deliver quality health care.

Mr Speaker, I believe that any development initiative or programming effort
that undermines or ignores the magnitude, importance and urgency of this
pandemic we call HIV/AIDS will be fraught with cost overruns,
implementation challenges and delays and under-achievement of our potential
as a Nation. Our work as Parliamentarians, therefore, must focus on education,
employment, and the Citizen’s wellness. This will allow us to take advantage
of our comparative peace, security and unity. Our march to 2030 and our
vision goals must commit us in our deliberations to provide a greater level of
focus for our scarce resources. Our Budget is solid, but we need to engage in
strategies and deliberations to achieve maximum benefits.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of Parliament, on the 21st of March
I pledged to the President, and now to this Honourable House and to the people
of Namibia my undivided effort and energy to walk the talk as a torch-bearer
and to be a significant part of the change that is taking place and which is so
necessary for our country to survive and succeed.

In conclusion, the development of human capital has been and will continue to
be an area of great concern to me and the SWAPO-led Government. The
importance we place on human resources is immense as to us our people are
valuable assets though they do not form part of a business balance sheet. In
brief, people make nations advance. Due to the crucial role of the very people
in any given development, to me it is pivotal that this Nation, which seeks
developed status within the next twenty years, puts greater efforts to develop
skilled human resources.

Honourable Speaker, Sir, we live in a competitive and complex world, thus
success and prosperity will only go to those who add value to the global supply
chain. Today knowledge, innovation and creativity have undoubtedly become
the new sources of value in any given economy, thus the main drivers of
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country’s growth and development.

Honourable Speaker, a system of education which puts emphasis on cognitive
and transferable skills and which in turn builds capabilities in science,
creativity and innovation, will certainly make our economy to grow. It is my
belief that graduates who possess the required knowledge, skills and
capabilities will remain marketable, given the fact that they are equipped with
transferable skills.

As a Nation, we will have to constantly encourage changes, as change is the
only permanent phenomenon, which will make us achieve excellence in all our
national duties. It is imperative that we as Parliamentarians sincerely commit
ourselves to the future of our children. Let the entire Nation see hope in this
august House through building peace, guided by our policy of national
reconciliation, based on justice, equality and sustainable human development
both at national and international level.

May Namibia live long, grow stronger, may Namibia’s prosperity spread wider
to touch, and be seen and felt across the length and breadth of our beloved
country, the Land of the Brave. I support the Appropriation Bill. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Well done, keep it up. Honourable Kavetuna.

HON KAVETUNA: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I owe my
being to the hills, the savannas, the lengthy Otjozondjupa Mountain and other
wonders of this vast, beautiful land of my ancestors, our beloved country,
Namibia. Above all levels of humanity, I am proud to be a Namibian, because
I managed to visit a number of countries and I am concurring with the song of
Jackson Kaujeua that says, “Ayehe omahi nunguari kaNamibia” – Namibia is
exceptional.

This country has a long and a bitter history, women, men, young and old
fought for our freedom for nearly a century, I, therefore, would like to pay my
humble tributes to all in whose footsteps I am walking, the great women and
men of this soil, many of them sitting in this Chamber - the legends who
fearlessly fought for the liberation of this country, those giants who succumbed
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to death for me and other young people to live in an independent country. It is
essential that I mention the brave men and women in this country who are
working hard to maintain peace and stability. My body further freezes when I
recollect the happy faces of the poorest of the poor in the informal settlements
of Havana, Tsara-eibes and Kalkfeld queuing up in the dark, waiting for the
sun to rise so that they could cast a vote – the votes that they correctly cast to
give the SWAPO Party an overwhelming victory, the votes that put trust in you
and me in this Chamber, to ensure that the Manifesto of the SWAPO Party will
be implemented and that the livelihood of those who delegated us will
improve.

A week ago, my dearest Comrade Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila
eloquently tabled a Budget that is thought provoking, a Budget that entire
carries a human face, a Budget with concrete programmes in an effort to
improve on what the Government is already providing. Honourable Saara
Kuugongelwa-Amadhila and your entire staff component, there will never be
enough words for me to express my gratitude and admiration for your
competence and effectiveness.

Honourable Speaker, in the frailty of character that afflicts us all, this does add
to one’s sense of personal satisfaction. Yet in reality, the issue is not who does
and who does not support the Budget, but who is not implementing what is
approved. This lively Budget needs to be transformed into reality for the
layman on the street to taste its fruit. This will only happen if all of us are
geared towards the understanding of what it means to improve the livelihood
of the populace.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the Macro-Economic Strategy for
Growth, Employment and Redistribution, like the National Crime Prevention
Strategy and other initiatives of Government coming into fruition, provide
guidelines for action and frameworks for operation of this country. The
strategies, frameworks and plans should be improved through criticism, where
necessary, and used for the benefit of the whole country. Ultimately, in debate
and in action, now and in the future, we shall always face the option of whether
to wallow in the mire of pettiness or to deal with the real issues that face the
Nation.
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In this regard, I should say that I would find the earnest analysis of dynamics
within this House quite refreshing if all of us identify issues in honesty,
without trying to mislead the Nation or scoring political points. Yet, our
approach to these questions should be to ensure that members of the
community, be it professionals, businesspersons, workers, religious leaders and
others, become a full part of the process engulfing our country today. We have
issues that we need to debate on, real issues, Honourable Speaker.

The eradication of poverty is the greatest challenge facing Namibia and it hits
very hard on the young people, as we have seen high levels of poverty and
slow economic growth in the formal sector. This has forced a large part of the
rural poor to better their lives by engaging in self-employment and informal
activities.

The importance of SME development in this country, especially in the rural
areas, cannot be over-emphasised. It should be understood that we can provide
flexible financing options for enterprise development through a combination of
revolving loan fund or grant fund and increased skills for self-organisation,
leadership, entrepreneurship capacity of community groups through training
and technical support. Business mentorship and coaching to aspiring
entrepreneurs, the young people interested or with good business ideas, should
be provided with introduction of a legislation, which will reduce the cost, and
time of registering. The Ministry of Trade and Industry must work with the
Ministry of Youth, National Service, Sports and Culture to provide information
to potential growth sectors in the economy areas, which would offer good
business opportunities. To this, I will commend the Minister for the initiatives
provided in the Budget to address this issue.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is fundamentally correct to
enhance sport participation amongst the youth, as it is not only important for
physical and cognitive development of human beings, but sport is an essential
component of development and peace-building. To engage in sport and to
develop your ability in competing, can improve one’s performance socially,
economically and even reduce crime.

Sport can be an effective tool to help achieve goals in health, education, gender
equality, HIV/AIDS prevention and the entire human advancement. This is the
concept at the heart of sport for development, that sport is not just an end in
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itself, but also an effective tool to help improve the lives of children, families
and communities. Sport promotes friendship among peers and it promotes fair
play. Sportsmen and women learn of teamwork, they become disciplined, it
promotes respect and the coping skills necessary to ensure sportsmen and
women develop into caring responsible citizens. It prepares young people to
meet the challenges they will face and to take leadership roles within their
communities.

Sport is now recognised by many international experts in the fields of
development, education, health, economics and conflict resolution as a simple,
low cost and effective means of achieving a diverse range of development
goals. Even during a recession there are a plethora of sportsmen and women
who have managed to make billions from their determination to succeed. We
take a look at a range of the world’s wealthiest people of the decade and this
explains who they are and how they made their cash.

Honourable Speaker Honourable Members, Florence Nightingale was a
pioneering statistician, but this aspect of her work has never lodged itself in the
popular consciousness in quite the same way as her work as a nurse. Well,
they certainly cannot be in this job because they just want money. Nursing is a
call and those who are doing it are doing so because of their passion for
nursing. Nurses care for individuals, of all ages and cultural backgrounds who
are healthy and ill and who have physical, emotional, psychological,
intellectual social and spiritual needs. The profession combines physical
science, social science, nursing theory and technology in caring for those
individuals.

The unique function of the nurse is to assist the individual, sick or well, in the
performance of those activities contributing to health or its recovery or even to
peaceful death, that he or she would perform unaided if he had the necessary
strength, will or knowledge.

Internationally there is a serious shortage of nurses. One reason for this
shortage is due to the work environment in which nurses practice. In a recent
review of the empirical human factors of ergonomic literature specific to
nursing performance, nurses were found to work in generally poor
environmental conditions. It was found that: “The profession of nursing as a
whole is overloaded because there is a nursing shortage. Individual nurses
are overloaded. They are overloaded by the number of patients they oversee.
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They are overloaded by the number of tasks they perform. They work under
cognitive overload, engaging in multitasking and encountering frequent
interruptions. They work under perceptual overload due to medical devices
that do not meet perceptual requirements, insufficient lighting, illegible
handwriting of doctors and poor labelling designs. They work under physical
overload due to long work hours and patient handling demands, which leads to
a high incidence of musculoskeletal disorders. In short, the nursing work
system often exceeds the limits and capabilities of human performance.”

It is why I am dedicating a poem from Dawn Butler, a registered nurse that
says: “It is my duty, because I know that their commitment to this profession
is because they care and very few people ever come back to thank them for
saving their lives or anything they did right. On the contrary, a huge number
of their clients or patients forget them at the exit of the health facility, needless
to mention those who go out and criticise them:

It is my Duty

I walk through those doors with pride,
Whose life will I save tonight?
Someone is waiting for me,
Someone is alive today because of my duty.
Sometimes we cry cause we can’t save them all,
God sometimes won’t let us interfere when He calls.
A baby’s first breath when he looks at me,
The joy of my first delivery,
The tear I wipe away with my own hands,
The life ending of a gentle old man.
The night seems to dark and the morning so bright.
Being a nurse you see life in a different light,
Who will I save tonight?
Who will hold my hand during their last breath with no fright?
Who will enter this world on my shift?
How many mothers will greet their babies with a kiss?
I don’t know who these special people are
But I will meet them with every call.
I will hold them tight and help the pain
I will hold them up when they feel faint.
I will be strong when I am needed
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That is my job, I am a nurse, that is my duty.

In conclusion, Honourable Speaker, in 1989, when we stood in line and voted
as equals in our first democratic elections, we could feel the mood and the
mood said: Human life has equal worth. When our Constitution was
unanimously adopted in this House in 1990, our declaration to the world was
loud and clear, human life has equal worth and today we proclaim loudly:
human life has equal worth and we will be unwavering in our dedication to the
social cohesion and human solidarity that we seek. I support the Bill. I thank
you.

HON SPEAKER: Beautiful! Honourable Nghidinwa.

HON MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND IMMIGRATION:
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of Parliament, I rise to contribute
to the 2010/2011 Appropriation Bill. First, I would like to commend all efforts
made by the SWAPO Government through the Ministry of Finance to balance
the economic situation of the Namibian people despite the global finance
crisis.

Honourable Speaker, I am strongly supporting the Budget introduced to this
august House in all its aspects and content focusing on sustaining the economic
rebound and following through the path for greater economic growth, as it was
illustrated in the Minister’s Budget speech.

Comrade Speaker, apart from the social sector receiving the largest share of the
total allocation amount to N$31,454 billion over the Medium Term
Expenditure Framework period, I would like comment on the additional N$257
million proposed to accelerate the provision of proper sanitation infrastructure
in rural areas, in small towns, villages and informal urban settlements. These
majority supporters of the SWAPO Party brought the Government of the day
into power.

I would like to use this opportunity to give compliments to the management of
the National Housing Enterprise for their housing scheme programmes, which
allow many Namibians to own houses at affordable prices, irrespective of their
positions or ranks,. This is indeed a welcome relief to many Namibians who
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acquired houses through the National Housing Enterprise without the
involvement of a third party or agent. It is on this ground that I am requesting
the cities and towns to avail more land to the National Housing Enterprise and
the Shack Dwellers to build affordable houses for the majority of the Namibian
people.

Honourable Speaker, with all these good programmes by the SWAPO
Government to provide housing and other skills to the Namibian people there
is a new phenomenon, which is to purchase land or property through auctions.
This is one of the concerns not only to me, but also to many electorates,
especially those who live in urban areas and aspire to one day own a modern
house. I would like to give a practical example of the last auction that took
place in Khomasdal late last year. The majority of the people who registered
for this auction were the low-income employees in the Public Service and
others. The bid price for those erven was approximately N$30,000, but at the
end of the day, the price stood at approximately N$200,000. Now one
wonders whether the poor homeless clerks, drivers and cleaners will never in
their lives own houses in the City of Windhoek if the current trend of house
prices continues this way.

However, I would like to commend once again the Honourable Minister for
allocating N$50 million over the Medium Term Expenditure Framework
period to accelerate provision of low-income housing, which will cooperate
with GIPF to expand housing schemes for Civil Servants especially in
unproclaimed areas.

With all these initiatives, it is high time for those who conduct auctions to take
into account that the majority of the Namibian employees are lower income
employees or from informal sectors who cannot afford to buy land for
N$200,000, hence a provision would be made to enable low income Namibians
to purchase plots and houses at an affordable price before they opt for auctions.

A blatant example is the new development of flats in Windhoek’s Kleine
Kuppe, Olympia, Klein Windhoek, Avis and many others that are built mostly
by foreign nationals who have cash at hand. These flats are extremely
expensive and are unaffordable to the low-income employees of the Public
Service. It is against this background that I am requesting the Ministries of
Finance, Regional, Local Government, Housing, and Rural Development to
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seriously look into this matter through various Local Authorities and other
stakeholders in Namibia. Comrade Minister, just take a walk and see out there

on top of the mountains of Olympia, Kleine Kuppe and those flats under the
bridge on the way to Hosea Kutako International Airport.

This trend is part of the serious unresolved land issue in Namibia. Hence some
people commute from as far as Okahandja and Rehoboth to come and work in
Windhoek and go back on a daily basis. Some of the electorates have decided
to live in the informal settlements of Windhoek because they cannot afford to
own a house in formal settlement areas of Katutura and Khomasdal, not to
mention about the city centre. As a result, the land in the City of Windhoek is
taken over by rich people, including foreigners who are not even staying
Namibia. This issue of auctioning is not a concern in the City of Windhoek
only but throughout all towns in Namibia and concerted efforts towards
solving this unjust practice is required from all Namibians, including Mayors
of towns.

This phenomenon is going along with property rights in Namibia, hence there
is a need to amend some laws in order to address the issue of property
ownership to the benefit all Namibians. Some of the Namibians are renting
houses and plots from foreigners in Windhoek at a high rate, sometimes
N$20,000 per month. In some instances they use fixed properties as a key
requirement to acquire Namibian citizenship and sometimes take the Ministry
of Home Affairs and Immigration to Court for the fact that their applications
for citizenship was disapproved while they own fixed properties in Namibia. I
would like to make it categorically clear that to have fixed property in Namibia
does not necessarily qualify someone to acquire Namibian citizenship. The
Ministry has her own laws and criteria that must be met before a foreign
national qualifies for Namibian citizenship.

Honourable Speaker, my other point of discussion today will focus on the
commissions of agents towards the acquisition of fixed properties, which is
extremely high. Some of these agents are charging 7,5% up to 20%, which is
contrary to the Commission Act that provides for the maximum commission of
7%. This ever-increasing commission towards property acquisition is denying
many Namibians from acquiring their own houses in an independent Namibia.
Even when the banking institution reduces the home loan interest , because
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of the high rate of commission of agents, the burden will still be on the
shoulder of the buyers.

Honourable Speaker, my last point that I want to bring under the attention of
the Honourable House is on property valuation. There is always a big
difference in valuation between the banking institutions in Namibia, such as
First National Bank, Standard Bank, Bank Windhoek and Nedbank. They are
evaluating properties at different rates. The valuators from First National Bank
might valuate differently from the valuator from either Standard Bank or Bank
Windhoek. It seems to me that some valuators from these banking institutions
do not look at the condition of the house, but rather concentrate on increasing
the value of a house, based on the area where such a house is situated. It is
high time for the municipalities to put some system in place to control the
prices of houses in Namibia and for valuators to speak with one voice. This
type of practice causes that many Namibians are not able to buy or qualify for
a house or to have enough guarantees in urban areas or elsewhere.

It is a pity that some people pay for these houses with cash, which many
Namibians are unable to do. As a result, agents that are selling houses keep
their prices very high, which later deny the poor local residents to own houses
in urban areas due to the absence of a system to control prices of fixed
properties. We do not want to find ourselves in a similar situation as other
countries where they have experienced a price crash. This kind of problem
contributed to the migration of some nationals from their country of origin or
continent to other countries, like now to Namibia, the heaven of Africa.

In conclusion, I would like to commend the Ministry of Finance for paying
attention to our elder citizens and other beneficiaries. Now many people can
afford to pay houses at the new rate and have a surplus adequate to pay for
basic commodities, such as food, water, electricity and many more. I am still
optimistic that the same Ministry will look into the matter of prices of fixed
properties in Namibia because houses or shelters are one of the primary basic
needs for a human being.

My last observation, which I want to bring to the attention of this House, is on
border posts. When I read through the development programmes, the
2010/2011 – 2012/2013 Estimates of Expenditure and the Medium Term
Expenditure Framework regarding the three Ministries of Home Affairs and
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Immigration, Safety and Security and Finance, I observed that these three
Ministries are working together at border posts and it is better in future for
them to closely cooperate when it comes to Budgeting for accommodation
facilities at border posts. The Finance Ministry currently is only budgeting for
the Customs accommodation while Police and Immigration are left out. A
coordinated approach of this nature will solve many problems at once. With
these few words, I would like to support the Bill.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Minister. Honourable Makgone.

HON MAKGONE: Honourable Speaker, I thank you for the opportunity to
address this House. I am honoured to be standing in this august House today
through the call of His Excellency, President Hifikepunye Pohamba of the
Republic of Namibia to come and serve the Namibian Nation and that I will do
with humility and pride.

His Excellency, the leadership gurus believe that “the ultimate test of a leader
is whether he or she will be followed” and during the elections you proved this
belief to be true as you were leading far in front while the masses followed.
You are a true leader, indeed, and Namibia deserves you.

Many others who want to be in your position should know that leadership has
nothing to do with position title, status or power. Leadership is a choice to
make a difference, to do what others are not willing to do, to be selfless. They
should know that leadership is about unlocking the potential in others. That is
why, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, His Excellency appointed
the Executive and all the others in his Government to support him in his
leadership. I have no doubt that all will make a success out of it.

To all who are accorded that opportunity, for their potential to be unlocked, let
me remind you about the four basic things people need from their leaders:

1. A clear direction;
2. Trust
3. Results
4. They need hope.
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I am certain that the SWAPO-led Government is providing all these and they
will keep that going. That is why the landslide victory.

To the electorate, you have exercised your democratic rights as Namibian
citizens during the elections. Thank you very much. Your votes demonstrated
your trust towards the leadership of the SWAPO Party. You did not vote for
individuals, you voted for the programmes forwarded to you through the
Manifesto of the SWAPO Party and you made a choice to vote for a Party with
tangible programmes that are real. You demonstrated that other Manifestos
were underestimating your thinking capability when they promised heaven on
earth.

Honourable Speaker Honourable Members, the Namibian Nation is in search
of progress in all spheres of life, accountability and development and that they
found articulated in the SWAPO Party Manifesto, which is translated into
Government policies.

20 Years is not a lifetime, we have a young democracy, but look how far we
have come!

Some people should learn to develop the ability to see the progress and
positive changes. To see is not a skill that we should learn or be taught. When
you pass, you will just see that here is a building that was not there two or
three years ago. Tangible things are seen and we should learn to appreciate
them.

During our 20th Independence celebrations, we were not just celebrating for the
sake of celebrating, we were celebrating our victories – victory in leadership,
victory in education, victory in health, victory in sciences, victory in gender
issues, victory in rural development, name it. Sometimes we sell ourselves
short. The Namibian Government is victorious in many aspects, whether we
like it or not. The next five years will not be an exception.

Yes, I believe we are living in the era of ultimate challenges. I do not deny
that we are facing challenges, such as unemployment, poverty, HIV/AIDS,
gender-based violence, environmental challenges, etcetera. We should not
allow these social ills or the people who want to use these ills to take us apart.
The Namibian Government put programmes to fight against these social ills,
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hence the Budget presentation coupled with projects and programmes to be
undertaken. That is why we should unite better than ever before.

We should strengthen the family structures to help address some of the social
ills. The family as the fabric of society is slowly fragmenting, while it is one
of the primary institutions on which all the others are built. As a Nation, we
have a collective responsibility to ensure that the rights and duties of the family
are protected. Parents should be parents and they should not compromise
themselves under the disguise of children’s rights.

The Namibian Government must be applauded for the progressive gender
equality and women empowerment laws.

We should push aside any clouds of pessimism and allow the Namibian sun to
shine through and highlight all the opportunities awaiting us. With ultimate
challenges facing us, we also have the ultimate opportunities. Yesterday,
while listening to the speech of the Right Honourable Prime Minister,
highlighting some policies that could be put in place to curb the criminal action
of people dealing with our resources, I just thought, Namibia is indeed alive
with opportunities. When we work together, think together, we can turn our
challenges into opportunities.

Considering how far we have come since 1990, we must have self-belief, a
“can do” attitude and talk a language of possibility and contribution.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, committed Namibian business
people must accept co-responsibility for economic prosperity and growth and
take action. It is a pity that some, if not most business people, are only
interested in their financial gain, they do not take part in our national
celebrations. According to them it is politics. They forget, however, that
economic prosperity is subject to political stability and confidence. One would
suggest that the flourishing economic environment created since Independence
by the Namibian Government will encourage the business people to have no
option as to join the Government of the day to make Namibia a prosperous
country to the benefit of all.

Skill shortages are acknowledged as being one of the principal inhibitors to the
development of any Nation. I was so pleased to see the advert in the
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newspaper this week where the Ministry of Education and the Steering
Committee was inviting stakeholders for national consultation on the policy on
the Recognition of Prior Learning. This initiative should be complimented.

Our people out there are exploited due to the fact that they have no formal
training or certificates to produce when hired, but they do professional work as
they have skills, competencies, knowledge and work ethos obtained through:

 Informal training;
 On-the-job experience; and
 Life experience

but they are not paid accordingly.

Writers, such as Harris and Davis, see Recognition of Prior Learning as a
social justice strategy. This policy is thus very much welcome to help us
rectify the social injustice done to our people

Honourable Speaker, I was privileged to be a principal of a combined primary
and junior secondary school and then a principal of a senior secondary school
before I joined the Regional Council. With deliberations, I always differed
with my Colleagues regarding the education system. I would tell them that
there is nothing wrong with the education system, the problem lies with us, the
implementers. We do not know whether other people are there just to
sabotage.

Honourable Speaker, it is not only in education, but also throughout the
Ministries, hence the concern of the budgeted money not fully utilised. The
monitoring part in the Ministries should be strengthened.

Honourable Speaker, we may face challenges of limited resources, shortage of
skills, limited education, but we must build on the legacy of the actions of the
Founding Father, Comrade Sam Nujoma. From his actions, I have learned that
there is nothing as powerful as willpower. Take the Railway and Kalimbeza
Projects, just to mention a few. Long live the Father of the Nation!

In conclusion, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, we should learn to
give credit where credit is due. Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila
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and your team, this is work well done. I fully endorse the 2010/2011 Budget
as presented. Now, I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: On that note of hard work, the House stands adjourned
until Tuesday, 13th April at 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:48 UNTIL 2010.04.13 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER: took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers?

TABLING: REPORT OF THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES: Honourable
Speaker, I lay upon the Table, the Report of the Ministry of Health and Social
Services: National Maternal and Child Health Conference, Caring for the
Mother and Child, Averting Maternal and Child Death in Namibia, March 10 –
12, 2009 in Windhoek.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Minister please table the Report?
Any Notice of Questions? Any Notice of Motions?

Honourable Members, particularly, I suppose, the new Members, are informed
that speeches of your contributions made in the House will, after electronic
recording, be handed back to you after they have been transcribed. Members
are therefore requested to proofread, correct where necessary and sign if in
agreement with what has been recorded. Thereafter hand back the same to the
Front Table in order to speed up the production of the HANSARD. This does
not mean rewriting the speech to make it sound better, only to correct mistakes
and make it readable. It is human nature to try to improve on what you might
have said off-the-cuff, but in other systems the good, bad, ugly, and other
things is recorded as stated. It actually makes Parliaments in retrospect truly
Houses of people where we speak here, sometimes as we do outside also. It
does not make it poorer for it. The Secretary will read the First Order of the
Day.
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RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON SECOND READING –
APPROPRIATION BILL

HON SPEAKER: When this Debate was adjourned on Thursday, 9 April
2010, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion by the Honourable
Minister of Finance, that the Bill be read a Second Time. Any further
discussion? Honourable Minister of Education.

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION: Honourable Speaker, Honourable
Members of Parliament, our people gave the SWAPO Party a mandate to
govern as they want a Government capable of leading. Our people want action
on employment, education and poverty. They will see that leadership. They
will see that action. Our President said it correctly, when he stated that, it
cannot be business as usual. We will no longer do the same things and expect
different results. We are now in an era where we are seeing performance
targets being set for Ministers. We are experiencing focus on effective public
service management in the public sector. We are talking about a Government
that is aware of the challenges it faces and has the courage and humility to
keep and improve on what is working and fix what is not working. We will
overcome all these challenges if we are bold in our actions and united as a
Nation.

To implement this Budget and any Budget going forward, we need to keep our
ear to the ground and understand the needs of our people and balance them
with the necessary social, political and economic considerations. We can only
do this if we engage each other respectfully, honestly and openly. It is only
through constructive dialogue that we can progress as a Nation. We will
engage those who have the best interests of the country at heart. We will
engage those who are prepared to work with Government to continue building
a just society. We will engage those who understand and respect our national
development goals.

The recent global economic crisis taught us many lessons. One of those
lessons was that our ability to withstand the brunt of the storm was because we
had strong macro-economic fundamentals. This Budget is showing resilience
and again proving our commitment to maintain our foundation of prudent
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economic management.

Yes, the deficit needs attention over the medium to long term, but let us
remembers it was due to prudent fiscal management, which ensured surpluses
in the past, which makes this deficit affordable. The previous surpluses have
protected our economy, acted as a cushion and have saved us from bigger
problems. Unlike many countries that entered the global economic crisis with
already high levels of debt, we did not have to cut spending or raise taxes in
the short term at the expense of social development and economic growth. For
that, we must thank the SWAPO Party Government. To those who would not
like to hear that, I want to say, we MUST thank the SWAPO Party
Government.

Given the effects of the global recession, the decline in our local economy,
particularly in the primary sector and the huge decline in SACU transfers, even
those absent – I am not mentioning names – must admit that the Minister of
Finance has done a very good job with this Budget. For instance, despite
global economic crisis, the following is true for Namibia:

 Banking/Financial Sector (the heart of our economy): Our good policies,
coupled by strong supervision and prudent regulation ensured that no
financial institution collapsed during the global economic crisis and
Government did not have to bail out any single institution. Namibia
passed the test.

 Government Finances: Despite the impact on Namibia’s exports and
SACU revenue, previous policies of running Budget surpluses and using
this surplus to pay off Government debts resulted in the fact that
Namibia, unlike other countries, did not have to run to global financial
markets to borrow.

 Private Sector: Despite temporary suspension of NAMDEB operations
and closure of Weatherly company, no major closure of companies was
reported in different sectors of the economy, an indication that the private
sector remains strong.

A good Government is one that manages policies for the benefit of the nation.
Ours is a good Government. Key economic indicators of the economy’s health
speak loud and clear. Since 1990, our Government has been consistent and
highly responsible. For example, we achieved the following:
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 Low inflation: Inflation was reduced from a double digits of more than
20% in the early 1990s and has remained below 10% ever since.

 Highest Savings: Due to low inflation and good policies that encourages
higher savings, Namibia has the highest savings rate in the world, only
second to South Africa and Botswana in Africa.

 Government Deficits and Debt: Namibia has been able to reduce deficit
from more than 5% in the 1990s to a surplus while debt to GDP was
reduced from close to 40% in the 1990s to below 25% of GDP in 2008.
Despite the impact of the global financial crisis, Namibia maintained
deficits and debt to GDP within manageable levels, truly an indication of
good governance.

 GDP Growth: Namibia has been able to reverse from a negative GDP
growth at the time of Independence to an average GDP growth of more
than 3% since Independence.

 Poverty Reduction: Namibia has strategies to continue fighting poverty
through provision of quality infrastructure, such as water, education,
health, electricity, etcetera.

By allocating a substantial portion of its Budget to education and providing
more educational facilities, Namibia scores very well on school enrolment and
adult literacy rate, achieving rates above those attained by sub-Saharan Africa.
Education received the largest allocation of N$6,5 billion and it is projected to
receive the biggest share from the national Budget over the coming years. It is,
therefore, with a sense of humility and undying gratitude that I recognise the
luminary legacy of the architects of our education system post-Independence.
I am here referring to the Right Honourable Nahas Angula, Honourable John
Mutorwa, Honourable Nangolo Mbumba and their respective Deputies.
Indeed, dear Colleagues, you are a walking library of education.

As a Ministry responsible for Education, we as a Nation are all impelled to
build ladders leading towards human enlightenment. Government has
mandated that we solemnly use our infinite wealth of collective wisdom so
graciously dispersed through all of us as Namibians do and for us to
tenaciously act in tandem with the highest expectations of our people.
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It is a grand and humble responsibility to serve the Nation with complete
subjugation. The Nation is praying that we continue to improve delivery in
education.

The 2010/2011 Budget proposes an amount of N$1,8 billion for capital
expenditure to the Khomas Region, followed by Kavango Region which
received the second largest allocation and is seen as the poorest Region in the
country.

The 2003/2004 Namibia Household Income and Expenditure Survey show that
poverty levels in Namibia are highest in rural areas, especially in Kavango,
Ohangwena and Oshikoto. The 2010/2011 Development Budget seems to
have taken into account Namibia’s poverty profile in allocating resources, with
the two poorest Regions, Kavango and Oshikoto, receiving the highest
allocation after Khomas.

This Budget contains measures to support small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) and black economic empowerment (BEE) companies. An amount of
N$339 million has been allocated over the Medium Term Expenditure
Framework period to support SME and BEE companies. The Development
Bank of Namibia receives N$100 million for bridging facilities for BEE and
SME companies. This Budget makes provision for a Capital Budget of N$6
billion and spending of this Budget will go through a tender process which
favours Small and Medium Enterprises and BEE companies. The following is
a breakdown of some beneficiary institutions, projects and organisation.

When I glance at some of the capital projects and programmes that
Government intends to undertake over the Budget period, I am comfortable
that we are moving on the right path. All we need to do is move faster and
ensure that the implementation of projects mirrors our ideals. Thanks to
programme budgeting, we are looking at a Budget implementation rate of 98%
and Government spending which is under control.

I am happy to see that nearly all the key sectors are covered. I am happy to see
that NAMCOL has received N$58 million, the University of Namibia
receiving more than N$270 million, the Polytechnic receiving more than
N$153 million, Scholarships receiving more than N$200 million, the
Windhoek Vocational Training Centre receiving more than N$12 million and
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the Namibia Training Authority receiving more than N$58 million.

I am happy to see the Maintenance Grants and Foster Parent Allowances
having been increased to N$369 million, the Health Professional Board have
increased to N$9 million, the Roman Catholic Mission Hospital receiving
N$123 million, the Lutheran Medical Mission receiving more than N$102
million, the Anglican Medical Mission receiving more than N$6 million, social
pensions of more than N$900 million and the Funeral Plan receiving more than
N$40 million.

I am happy to see subsidies to towns of N$21 million, subsidies to villages of
N$41 million, subsidies to Regions of more than N$259 million, the Trust
Fund at the Ministry of Regional and Local Government, Housing and Rural
Development receiving N$30 million, subsidies for fire brigades of more than
N$40 million and compensation for loss of communal land of more than N$13
million.

I am happy to see the NBC receiving more than N$100 million, NAMPA
receiving N$11 million and the New Era more than N$3 million.

I am happy to see the Single Quarters upgrading receiving more than N$7
million, informal settlement upgrading receiving more than N$11 million and
the Build-Together loans having increased to N$37 million.

I am happy to see assistance to Political Parties of N$25 million, the Namibia
Tourism Board receiving N$32 million, the NDF receiving N$24 million,
AgriBank receiving N$50 million as well as N$6 million for its Strategic Food
Reserve Project.

I am happy to see the National Youth Council receiving N$8 million, the
National Youth Service receiving N$147 million, the Namibian Youth Credit
Scheme receiving N$12 million and the veterans more than N$220 million.

Pensions to Judges are receiving more than N$28 million and the contingency
provision is N$250 million. I am happy to see that NamPower receives N$100
million and NamWater N$50 million. I am happy to see the National
Emergency Disaster Fund receiving N$20 million and the Road Fund
Administration more than N$100 million.
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I am saying this to illustrate that the SWAPO Party Government is a
responsible Government, covering all the sectors, starting from education,
looking at the infrastructure, looking at the needs of our people as a
responsible Government. There are those who are saying we are not
responsible, but the figures speak for themselves.

We also need value for money. Even though we received nearly N$300
million in dividends from Parastatals, we must continue reforming State-
Owned Enterprises. We want o see improved efficiency in Parastatals as well
as more savings by both Government and Parastatals by reducing unnecessary
expenses. It is heartening to hear the sentiments from the Minister of Finance
that performance will be demanded from all Parastatals.

Our Civil Servants have received generous increases in the last two Budgets.
Let us, therefore, also see an increase in performance. Parliamentarians have
also received adequate benefits of their entitlements and pensions. Let us,
therefore, see performance. The Ministers have received performance
contracts and we are all dedicated in ensuring the delivery that is demanded
from us. The big numbers we see in the Budget belong to the people. We
must use it wisely, effectively and with zero tolerance for wastage. This is our
Manifesto promise. Those are the terms of our social contract with our people.

There is one scourge, a problem that needs our concerted efforts and that is
unemployment and its devastating effects on the dignity of human beings. The
world is engulfed by unemployment.

The sharp contraction in global economic activity that began in the closing
months of 2008 has persisted into 2009, with widespread consequences for the
world’s labour markets. The large-scale job losses continue to be reported in
many economies. The International Labour Organisation estimates that global
unemployment could have increased by between 29 million and 59 million as
the highest scenario of unemployed people in 2009 versus 2007, with middle
scenario of 39 million. Therefore, many people in the world have been
unemployed for the last two years. All three scenarios imply severe labour
market distress worldwide. The International Labour Organisation reports
show that more than 1,2 billion workers around the world were living with
their families in poverty prior to the onset of the crisis, with more than 620
million living in extreme poverty of less than US$1,25 per day.
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Super powers are also affected by global unemployment. United States
unemployment in 2009 reached 10,8% by year-end from below 5% in 2006.
The unemployment rate doubled in the USA due to the impact of the global
economic crisis.

Let us, therefore, continue as a country, and we must, as a matter of urgency
find innovative ways to reduce poverty as per the SWAPO Party Election
Manifesto’s call. We must act and succeed and that is now.

It is only through commitment to honestly engage that we can succeed in
finding and working towards a common purpose that overrides narrow partisan
politics and sectarian interests. We have seen with dismay how partisan
politics are trying to threaten what we are working so hard to achieve. I was
happy when the Minister of Trade and Industry defended the country in
Brussels, telling them Namibia is a wonderful country, contrary to those who
are outside, saying other things.

It is clear that there are those who have tried and will continue to try to test our
determination to the limits, but our dedication to make sure this country
succeeds will overcome all negative and destructive elements. It is
undoubtedly in our shared interest to share a common goal, a goal where we all
work together to build a just society, a goal that we cherish, a goal so
encompassing that we should be able to put aside our differences and allow
narrow and myopic self-interest to crumble in the face of an inclusive
developmental path. This is the growth path we should all be walking in order
to foster a Namibian approach founded on a shared vision. This Budget,
therefore, outlines several aspects of the path I refer to, namely:

 A targeted effort to reduce unemployment;

 Support for labour-intensive industries through industrial policy

interventions, small and medium enterprise financing;

 Namibianisation efforts, skills development and rural development
strategies;

 Improving the performance of the Public Service and Parastatals;
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 Ensuring the provision of quality education and training at all levels;

 Enhancing the health of our people; and

 Making our communities safer.

To all Namibians, Government is committed to providing the platform from
which all citizens must try to general wealth. We are motivated by those
citizens who are committed to improving their own lives and those of their
communities. I am always humbled when I see the countless individuals and
organisations in our beautiful country who are providing for the homeless, the
disadvantaged the sick and the orphaned and those living in despondency,.

We are proud of our citizens who calmly navigated with Government through
turbulent economic and trying times. It is for them that we are committed to
remain on the right path. It is for them that we saw significant tax concessions
made for individual taxpayers in 2009/2010 as well as zero-rating VAT on
medical services, undertaker services and basic food products, such as milk
and sugar. It is for them that we saw more favourable rates for transfer duties
due on properties. It is for them that we saw a more friendly approach on taxes
due on pension and retrenchment packages. We know that we cannot tax the
honest to death; we know that what we need to do is to broaden our tax base by
ensuring that our laws are complied with.

Despite the many challenges, it is indeed heartening to note that the Budget
that was presented will attempt to attend to current economic issues and at the
same time, remain focused on solving long-term transformational issues. We
must never forget our ultimate goal of building an economy, which moves
away from being a dual economy where 10% of the population lives in one
economy and the other 90% live in an entirely different economy. We must
continue to strive for an inclusive economy, which is reflective of our goal of
One Namibia, One Nation, One Economy. Namibia is on the right path,
SWAPO has the right policies. The people of Namibia should trust SWAPO
because we can deliver. Opposition, I invite you to join us, the Party that has
plans. Join us.

Again, I want to call on the Opposition to join us, to use your skills and
wisdom dispersed among you for us to lead the Nation for good. Forget about
tarnishing the Nation. It is your only Namibia, there is no other Namibia
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outside there do not tarnish that name.

To the experts in Namibia of different calibres, of different colours, join us to
use your brains for the good of Namibia and not to destroy Namibia. Namibia
is doing well, we are moving on. We have crawled, we have walked and now
we want to run for the benefit of Namibia and for Vision 2030. All Namibians,
young and old, Namibia is in good hands, Namibia is moving on and we
should move on as One Namibia, One Nation, One Economy.

HON SPEAKER: Truly statesmanlike, Honourable Minister. Honourable
Ndaitwah.

HON MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM: Thank you,
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members,. The 2010/2011 Budget has a
special place in the history of our country. This Budget has made the first step
to the third decade of our Independence and this will be the focus of my
contribution today.

Before I do that, I congratulate His Excellency, President Hifikepunye
Pohamba for the confidence bestowed on him by the Namibian electorate who
came out in their large numbers and gave him the undisputed mandate to lead
this country for another five years. In the same vein, I congratulate the
SWAPO Party for having convincingly won the 2009 general elections.

May I also congratulate Comrade Theo-Gen Gurirab, my mentor on
diplomacy, for his re-election to oversee a fair Debate in this House and the
management of the National Assembly as Speaker. Comrade Loide Kasingo,
your commitment and focused attitude has paid dividends. Your election to
the position of Deputy Speaker deserves congratulations. You have taken over
from another dynamic woman in the person of Comrade Doreen Sioka who has
done a commendable job in that position. Comrade Sioka, I say well done and
congratulations on your new assignment as Minister of Gender Equality and
Child Welfare, my own Ministry in which I have a stake.

Comrade Speaker, this year as we mark 20 years of our Independence, we have
many reasons to celebrate. As articulated by the Minister of Finance, Comrade
Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, in her motivation speech and other comrades
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who spoke before me, the past twenty years have seen remarkable
developments in the socio-economic spheres. In the interest of time and to
avoid tautology I can only say I fully support what they have said.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, thanks to the SWAPO Party
Government and its leaders, we as a Nation continue to be a proud member of
the international community. The demand for Namibia to host several
international conferences and workshops is a clear testimony that the world has
confidence in our services, management and governing system. On the other
hand, we have also been regular participants in UN peace support operations.
That is yet another clear testimony that the international community has full
confidence in us because of our effectiveness in those operations. The
increasing number of diplomatic representation in our country is yet another
sign that the international community has interest in both our national and
foreign policies. We must congratulate ourselves for all these achievements.

As a student of international relations and political science, I will not look at
our achievements in isolation of the international historical, political and
economic activities or events.

Historical political economy taught us that in some cases, after countries have
attained their Independence, the first decade is regarded as the decade of
prosperity, because the momentum that brought about Independence is still
high and the mood for nation building is dominant. That period could also be
considered as a solidarity one when international donors are more forthcoming
in terms of financial support and capacity building.

The first ten years of our Independence has seen the development of Vision
2030 and the first and second National Development Plans. As we have
achieved many milestones, I believe that Vision 2030, though finalised
midway in the implementation of NDP II, has been an enabling and strong
vehicle that has brought us where we are today.

In addition to the socio-economic developments mention in this House, we
have also recorded remarkable achievements by individuals and groups in the
social and sports sectors. It was in the early years of our Independence that the
likes of Frank Fredericks and Michelle McLean have made international
headlines in the areas of their specialities. It was also during the first decade
when our National Soccer Team, the Brave Warriors, was making good
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progress in their performance.

Comrade Speaker, history tells us that the second decade of Independence is
always challenging, as it is at this stage when the national development
programmes are expected to show the direction as to how they can influence
the lives of the people. At the same time, the desire for individuals and groups
to have access to the natural resources will emerge, which may not necessarily
be in the interest of the public. This period could also be characterised by
some political uneasiness, as political power can be linked to economic power.
Corruption and other mischievous activities that could have serious long-term
negative impacts on the country’s development can also not are ruled out. The
events of this period determine the turn of events in the next ten years and
beyond.

In Namibia, we are to celebrate as we have gone through that period, enjoying
peace, stability, and a healthy economy, as shown by available statistics and
tangible development assets, such as roads, schools, hospitals and many others.

Despite the fact that we have recorded a number of achievements during the
period under review, we must not turn a blind eye and pretend as if everything
went well. In the process, we have also experienced some political events that
cannot be left unnoticed if we want to fully absorb the events of the past
twenty years, to enable to overcome the challenges of the third decade.

The formation of the CoD in 1999 and RDP in 2007, both of which could be
considered as splinter groups from the SWAPO Party, and the withdrawal of
NUDO and the RP from the DTA are some of the characteristics of the second
decade and they should not be seen as a surprise. These are some of the
historical facts, which any person, who wants to succeed in the social and
economic development of the country, must always take stock of, and make an
in-depth analysis of both the unfolded political and economic events. Such in-
depth analysis is crucial, as we all know history does determine the future.

Some countries experienced economic downturn as their Independence
advanced for reasons that are not always easy to understand. Those countries,
in most cases, could just recover when foreign capital is brought in, in the form
of foreign investment. That will simply mean that foreign capital has to take
over the control of the management of the natural resources and in this context,
when one is desperate, you have no choice but to accept and then you will not
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be able to reach your objective of balancing benefits from your natural
resources.

I believe, based on what we have achieved thus far, and looking at our policy
documents, such as Vision 2030 and its implementing tools, the National
Development Plans, we could say we are on the right track, but we cannot be
complacent as the world is dynamic and the demand for natural resources is
ever increasing.

Constant objective review of events and programmes, both political and
economic, is of utmost importance for one to understand progress and plan for
the future.

Poverty can only be addressed when natural resources are shared in a balanced
manner, hence our policy of Namibianisation in our economy. That means the
formerly disadvantaged people or blacks must have access to and ownership of
our resources. It is fundamental to know where we are in the implementation
of the Namibianisation policy and its contribution to the realisation of Vision
2030.

The Budget before us should set the tune and effectively take this Nation to the
next decade of our Independence with confidence. We have to make sure in
our different capacities, be it Government, private sector, civil society and
individuals, that our activities are geared towards the improvement of the
living standard of our people.

Namibia has enough space for all of us in terms of resources and of course, the
area. Therefore, we have all the means to address poverty and all the evils
facing our people. Vision 2030 calls for a balanced development and as
mentioned by Dr Namwandi, when he emphasised that human capital
development is the key to the realisation of the national dream. For me, human
capital development coupled with loyalty, commitment, transparency and
honesty will lead our country to prosperity.

I have learned from the Founding Father of the Namibian Nation, Comrade
Sam Shafiishuna Nujoma, that a united people will always emerge victorious.
In the same vein, in his second inaugural address, His Excellency, Comrade
President Hifikepunye Pohamba had this to say: “Now, more than ever, we
must stand united. Just as unity was vital during the liberation struggle, it is
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still a very important element for the implementation of our common
objectives.” The President stressed the need and the importance of united
people as it is united people who can bring about development. The President
further reminded the Namibian people that, “peace, security, stability and
national unity are essential for the continued development of our country. I
am convinced that the power of our common value and goals exceeds our
differences.”

President Pohamba set the scene during the first Cabinet Session of the 5th

Government by highlighting among others priorities, “education, health care,
unemployment, combating of poverty, provision of housing, potable water,
electricity, sanitation and the expansion of agriculture, roads, communication
infrastructure and other social amenities.”

It is on those premises we must bear in mind as lawmakers that people are
evaluating our actions collectively and individually against national unity and
nation building as that is what shall guarantee our successes in the next ten
years and beyond. At the same time, the call by the President calls for the
Budget synchronisation, alignment and prudent utilisation of the scarce
resources in order to ensure the accomplishment of the set goals.

Before I conclude, Comrade Speaker, I take this opportunity to thank and
congratulate the Minister of Finance, her former and current Deputy Ministers,
the former and current Directors General of the National Planning
Commission, Dr Peter Katjavivi and Tom Alweendo respectively as well as the
staff in those respective offices for the manner in which they have prepared
this Budget, which we can truly see as a Budget that is going to address the
needs of our people.

I equally congratulate all Honourable Members for your election to this
Honourable House. We are called Honourable Members as we are expected to
take honourable decisions to be honoured by the whole Nation. Those are
decisions that must have a positive impact on the lives of our people and we
should not fail them. I support the Appropriation Bill and I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Minister. Deputy Minister Muharukua.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE: Thank you, Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members of this
august House.

Comrade Speaker, thank you very much for the opportunity you gave to me to
contribute to the Debate under discussion.

Since we are coming out of elections, may I thank the Namibian electorate in
general and the born-frees, in particular, for having given SWAPO and its
presidential candidate, Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba another mandate to
rule Namibia. Comrade Speaker, this demonstrates the confidence Namibians
have in him and his Party, SWAPO.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I will be unfair if I do not thank the
electorate of the great Kunene Region for changing the situation in favour of
the SWAPO Party. There are red lights flashing for the Regional elections
later this year. This year we are going to show the Namibian Nation that
SWAPO is going to win the Regional elections in Kunene.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, permit me also to thank the architect
of the Namibian revolution and Father of the Nation, Comrade Sam Nujoma,
for leading the SWAPO Party for 47 difficult years, difficult in the sense that
there were times when some people thought this country will never be free and
as a result, they wavered. He handed over power to Comrade Pohamba and
did not overstay his welcome. He handed over undefeated and undefeatable.

Furthermore, I congratulate you, Comrade Speaker, for being re-elected to that
position. This is testimony of the trust your fellow Parliamentarians have in
you.

I also want to congratulate Honourable Kasingo for getting the position of
Deputy Speaker of this House. Take this responsibility with both hands and
make a success of it. Prove that we are serious and it is not window-dressing,
as some describe it.

I will also congratulate all the Members of Parliament from both sides of the
House with the hope that we will work for the benefit of our people.

May I now turn back to the Budget? I congratulate the Minister of Finance,
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her Deputy, the Director General and former Director General and their team
for presenting a well thought out Budget. This Budget is termed a prop-poor
and development Budget. There are positive expenditures for the welfare
sectors, such as the elderly, education and so forth. One however, would also
like to see more money allocated for job-creating sectors. In this way, there
can be jobs for the jobless. When we succeed in creating jobs, we will be
better off. People will have something to eat. Development is meaningless for
a hungry person.

On job creation, may I also mention something disturbing? Many companies,
public and private, tend to employ foreigners at the expense of Namibians. In
this matter, we promote nationals of other countries instead of our own. These
people get a lot of money and experience and then return to their countries. On
the other hand, our citizens remain unemployed, inexperienced and poor. We
cannot go on like that, we have to promote our own citizens.

Comrade Speaker, if it so happens that certain expertise is not available in
Namibia and a foreigner has to be employed, there needs to be a time limit.
There needs to be an understudy who would take over when the foreigner
leaves. A foreigner needs also to be tasked as part of the contract to train the
understudy, and if he fails to do so, the contract should be terminated. In this
manner, our citizens will be equipped for the task. If we fail in this, we will
rely on foreigners forever and this is not healthy for the Nation.

May I also touch on the Ministry of Mines and Energy? This Ministry needs to
empower women to benefit from the natural resources of the country. There is
a need or a certain portion of concession holding to be allocated to women.
Women, being disadvantaged, need to be brought into the mainstream of the
economy and this is one way of doing that. We talk about women to sensitise
everybody for their empowerment.

Moreover, Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, there were plans for
hydropower generation at Epupa or Baynes.

HON SPEAKER: The House shall rise for refreshments.



173

13 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON MUHARUKUA

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:15 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON SPEAKER: Deputy Minister Muharukua, you have the Floor.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE: Honourable Speaker, there were plans for hydropower
generation at Epupa or Baynes, but nothing has come of it after such a long
time. To make things worse, we are informed that South Africa, from where
we get power, does not have enough power for its own needs. This could
mean that Namibia will not be able to develop once South Africa stops
exporting power to us. The Ministry of Mines and Energy needs to ensure that
Namibia generates enough power at least for its own needs.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, it is also vital for our country to
benefit from its perennial rivers. There is a need for irrigation schemes so that
we can be self-reliant in food production. We are aware that there are
individuals who opposed development, but it is not the case anymore since
those people who were NUDO or DTA have joined SWAPO.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I need to say something about the
veterans. There are known veterans in every Region. Make use of them to
identify other veterans in their Regions. Many people participated in the
struggle, but they seem to be forgotten. We have forgotten the people who
fought for this country and we are giving bread and butter to people who did
nothing during the liberation struggle. This happens because people from
other Regions do not know those who were involved are being requested to
identify veterans in Regions they do not know. For example, someone from
Oshana who went to Opuwo after Independence is asked to identify veterans in
Kaoko. How does he know them? He ends up identifying his friends only.

May I mention that in the 1950’s the late Reverend Tjirimuje was dispatched to
Kaoko to spread the gospel of the liberation struggle? Because of this,
Cleophas Tjijeura went to Ongulumbashe where he met Kahumba kaNdola and
others. He went on to mobilise fellow leaders for the struggle and was later
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arrested in 1966 with Comrades Joel Tjijahura, Kahumba kaNdola, Andimba
Toivo Ya Toivo and others for their involvement in struggle, but we have
forgotten that.

Despite the arrest of these fighters, the inhabitants of Kaoko continued to
support the liberation struggle. It is because of such support that many young
people from Kaoko joined PLAN in exile and fought for the liberation of
Namibia. Some of the young people from Opuwo died, some of them are here
in Namibia, but they are forgotten.

The inhabitants of Kaoko continued to assist PLAN fighters wherever they
could. It is because of such help that they became enemies of South African
soldiers and Koevoet. As such, some of them were killed and others were
made to pay fines for helping PLAN fighters. As an example, the Tjirambi
brothers, Tjijairi and Tjihuija, were killed by South African soldiers disguised
as PLAN fighters and Kavekuru was fined 18 oxen. Even Chief Riruako
knows that Kavekuru’s oxen were shot dead in Opuwo to scare off others from
helping PLAN fighters. This was part of the fight for hearts and minds.

It is because of the struggle that the residents of Kaoko refused that a hospital
be built at Okao-kotavi and an abattoir in Opuwo. That is why the abattoir and
the hospital were built in Oshakati. They decided not to take development
spearheaded by the colonisers. For them it was “Freedom first and
development later.”

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, let me say something about the
Education Sector and I will try not to repeat what others have said. I will dwell
on mobile schools, which are meant to take education to the people. There are
mobile schools in Kunene North that cater for the nomadic Ovahimba children.
These schools introduced Ovahimba children to education and the Ministry
needs to be commended for that, but there is a problem with these schools.
Schools are at settlements and designed to move with the communities when
they move to areas with better grazing. The difficulty comes when the people
move to different areas where they find grazing and water and as such,
children move with their parents. It becomes difficult for the teacher as
children are scattered and he cannot get them under one tree.

It, therefore, begs these schools to be converted into permanent schools. This
will make such schools effective, as schooling will not be interrupted.
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However, school-feeding programmes will be needed to feed these children
when their parents go to the posts, but it is worth the investment because it is
preparation for future leaders.

Having said all the positive things about the Budget, not all are as rosy. The
Nation is again faced with floods. The northern and northeastern regions are
flood. Floods, as we know by now, cause food shortages because crops, such
as mahangu and maize, do not grow in flooded fields. This means that the
Government has to give food to those people who usually feed themselves.
This could lead to some funds being channelled to emergency relief
programmes because we cannot ignore the plight of those affected. As such,
development could be negatively affected. Let us, therefore, try to balance
between emergencies and development.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I want to repeat what I have said.
When the Veteran Commission goes to the Regions, they should consult
people who know the area and the regions. There are many veterans in Kaoko.
(Interjection). I am telling you, the person who caused the problem was Chief
Riruako that time. I thank you and I support the Budget.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Ncube.

HON MANOMBE-NCUBE: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Right at the
very onset of my contribution to the Debate on the 2010/2011 National Budget
allow me to join the other Honourable Members, especially my Colleagues
from the mighty SWAPO Party, in expressing my profound congratulations to
His Excellency, Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba, for his overwhelming victory
and re-election as the President of the Republic of Namibia. I am particularly
grateful and appreciative to Comrade President Pohamba for including me in
the legislative spectrum by appointing me to Parliament in 2005. This truly
offered me an opportunity to learn and gain experience in the legislative and
other deliberations of the Parliament of Namibia. Perhaps I am indeed proud
to re-enter this time by popular vote and cannot over-emphasise my sincere
gratitude and thanks to the Namibian electorate for the trust, they put in me to
represent their interests in this august House through the SWAPO Party.
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In the same breath, I also congratulate the undisputed champion of the
Namibian political boxing arena, the SWAPO Party, for yet another landslide
victory during the 2009 elections, which proves beyond any shadow of doubt
that the SWAPO Party remains the Party of choice for the vast majority of the
Namibian people.

My contribution will be incomplete if I also do not congratulate you,
Honourable Speaker, Dr Theo-Ben Gurirab, for your election for the second
term as the Speaker of the National Assembly. I am more than confident that
you will continue to spearhead proceedings of this House in a highly
professional, transparent, balanced and fair way as only you can do.

My congratulations also to the brand-new Deputy Speaker, Honourable
Madam Loide Kasingo and last but not least, may I congratulate you, the Right
Honourable Prime Minister, Comrade Nahas Angula, for your reappointment.
Having had the privilege to work closely with the Right Honourable Prime
Minister on a variety of issues, I have come to know you as a charismatic,
simple and open leader who does not have a tall and short and your re-
appointment is testimony to this. I would also like to congratulate the Deputy
Prime Minister, Honourable Marco Hausiku, including all newly appointed
Cabinet Ministers and Deputy Ministers in their various portfolios and of
course, the new and re-elected Members of Parliament from the SWAPO
Party, including members of the Opposition Parties as well.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is needless to mention, but
allow me also to express my dismay and annoyance to some opposition
Political Parties who participated in the 2009 Presidential and National
Assembly elections that are now trying to bring the country to a random
standstill in an effort that I only see as sabotaging the fully elected SWAPO
Party Government through their cowardice and reluctance to concede defeat.
However, the SWAPO Party, as per its 2009 Manifesto, is committed to the
cause of the people of Namibia and will continue governing the country and
pursue its developmental programmes aimed at emancipating the Namibian
people socio-economically.

Honourable Speaker, to come back to my contribution to the Budget Debate, I
applaud the Honourable Minister of Finance, Madam Saara Kuugongelwa-
Amadhila, for yet another well-compiled and articulated Budget. This proves
beyond doubt that the Honourable Minister is profoundly in command of the
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financial resources of Namibia. Keep up the good work, Honourable Minister.

Honourable Speaker, I am generally satisfied with the Budget and support it
wholeheartedly. What is particularly commendable is the increment in social
grants, which creates a safety net and gives a bit more breathing space in the
harsh socio-economic doldrums for those who are recipients of such grants. I
am, however, worried that the eminent increment in electricity charges, which
will eventually result in further increase in basic commodities and services,
may defeat the generous step by Government to especially ease the plight of
the poor masses.

The injection of further funds into the Budget allocations of the education and
health sectors is a welcome gesture, because as the two sectors that are very
closely linked to the development of the country, it is vital that we should
invest in these sectors, not only in terms of financial allocations, but also to
ascertain that funds are utilised for programmes and activities aimed at
enhancing academic performance and improve health services to our people.

Honourable Speaker, with specific reference to the health sector, I commend
the Honourable Minister of Health for deliberate efforts his Ministry is
undertaking to improve health services to the people. However, the situation at
some State hospitals, especially with regard to the standard of services
provided to private patients who are admitted through the Public Service
Employees Medical Aid Scheme is a matter of grave concern. Treatment
given to private patients at the private wards in State hospitals is really below
standard. The attitude of some nurses also leaves much to be desired. I
believe that should the situation not improve, private patients will run away
from State private wards to other private hospitals and clinics in search of
value for their money. The cleanliness of these private wards, especially the
curtains, walls and toilets that are constantly out of order need to be looked
into. The shortage of staff, which is the general complaint from the nurses and
the nurses themselves to wearing nametags, makes it difficult for one to avoid
generalising and pinpoint to a particular nurse or nurses who are not living up
to the expectations in terms of their service provision.

What is puzzling me is what we can do to inculcate and keep the spirit of
Florence Nightingale alive in our nurses. Another concern is the overcrowding
that became pertinent in the private rooms. Some rooms, designed to
accommodate only four patients, at times take up more patients, which
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compromises the privacy of other patients. This situation is also aggravated by
some private doctors in their quest to make more money.

I am reliably informed that the gynaecology wards for private patients are
constantly overcrowded and this is because private doctors are operating on
normal cases under pretence of emergency cases just to make money. As a
result, the wards become overcrowded. The doctors, of course, benefit but that
is to the detriment of the hospital. I am also reliably informed that
gynaecology procedures are performed overnight to Angolan patients who pay
cash and who are discharged the next morning.

Total abdominal hysterectomy with severe bleeding needs emergency
operations as well as a myomectomy if there is severe pain also needs
operation. If not, the cases should be treated as a cold case. After such quick
procedures are done, no payment is subsequently given to the hospital since
false addresses are given in some cases. I believe that should this practice be
allowed to continue, it will negatively influence our health services, especially
the private wards at State hospitals. I trust that some drastic actions will be
taken to remedy this situation at our State hospitals.

Comrade Speaker, one of the issues very close to my heart is that of gender
equality. The unexpected decrease of women representation in the Fifth
Parliament is indeed a worrisome development. Most of us were under the
impression that we will move forward or even go beyond the 30%
representation requirement as per the SADC declarations that we are a party to,
but for some unexplainable reasons we have not achieved that.

It needs to be mentioned that gender equality in a general sense, both in public
and in the private sectors of our society, is more an issue to talk about than to
take action on. We simply do not walk the talk when it comes to gender
equality.

Of course, we have created a good National Policy on Gender, however, we
are still lagging behind in terms of putting the policy into practice. I, therefore,
reiterate to the Honourable Members that it is now high time that we should
practise what we preach.

Honourable Speaker, closely related to gender is another issue, which is now a
big bone of contention in our society. That is gender-based violence. I believe
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that the Ministry of Gender Equality and Child Welfare, the Ministry of Safety
and Security as well as Health and Social Services could consolidate and step
up their programmes and interventions aimed at eradicating this destructive
social evil from our society, so that our women, children as well as men will be
safe in their homes and communities.

For the past twenty years our focus with regard to gender was centred around
women in urban and semi-urban areas and men were not featuring
prominently, but we should now change that approach and reach out to the
women at the very grassroots in remote rural areas as well as actively
involving men in all activities geared towards attaining a gender balanced
society.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, there is a matter that I would like
to bring under the attention of this House. That matter is the taxi drivers. Taxi
drivers generally behave as if they own the roads. They are driving very badly
and their behaviour is like something out of the jungle. Should one dare to
challenge them, all you receive are just hooting, middle fingers, insults and
vulgar language. Taxi drivers believe or are made to believe that they can
offend you. Should you challenge them, they have a right to become unruly
and swear at you. I, for one, would suggest that punitive action should be
taken against unruly taxi drivers. Their taxi licences must be scrapped there
and then. If need be, this august House should come up with a legislation
governing specifically taxi drivers, especially those in urban areas. There was
once a Motion on taxis in this House, but I do not know to what level this issue
was discussed and to what extent it became necessary for further action.

Honourable Speaker, as I am concluding, let me touch on a few aspects of the
Budget which I believe give me enough reason to be content with the state of
our fiscal situation and the sound manner in which the SWAPO Party
Government manages our limited financial resources to the best interest of the
Namibian people.

I am indeed happy with the achievements of the 2009/2010 Budget and further
expansions within the 2010/2011 Budget, as reflected by the Honourable
Minister in her Budget presentation. To mention but a few, I would like to
specifically refer to the following aspects:
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 The increase in old-age and disability grants with 21,6% to N$450 and
now within the 2010/2011 Budget to N$500 per month; the increase in
grants to orphans and vulnerable children with N$30; the expansion of
the school feeding programme to cover around 200,000 OVCs by 2013.

 The building of 192 classrooms, 13 libraries and/or laboratories across
the country, enhance access to formal education as well as assistance
given by Government to more than 13,000 students annually that also
enhance access to tertiary education;

 The roll-out of antiretroviral treatment programmes to 64,637 persons
with coverage expected to reach 100,000 by 2013, which is now offered
at 62 health facilities countrywide, with expectation that ARV treatment
will be offered to 104 health facilities by 2013 and the 242 antenatal care
facilities that offer prevention of mother-to-child HIV transmission
treatment; as well as the provision of additional resources to the cardiac
unit at the Windhoek Central Hospital in order to provide cardio-thoracic
and cardiology services to patients who need heart surgery.

The assistance of N$50 million over the Medium Term Expenditure
Framework period to the National Housing Enterprise will of course
contribute towards the provision of low-income houses to the homeless
masses. The provision that the Government Institutions Pension Fund
should expand its housing schemes for civil servants, especially in
informal settlements, will help redress the housing problem.

Honourable Speaker, in the light of the positive developments that I have
mentioned after carefully scrutinising the 2010/2011 national Budget, it is
obvious that the SWAPO Party Government is progressive in its second phase
of the struggle of the Namibian people, which is in the words of the Founding
President and the Father of the Nation, His Excellency Comrade Dr Sam
Nujoma, “the fight against ignorance, hunger, poverty and disease.”

Once again, I applaud the Honourable Minister of Finance for a well-compiled
and well-articulated Budget and register my full support for the 2010/2011
national Budget and I thank you, Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Member for her contribution and
kind words addressed to me. The next speaker is Ms !Nawases.

HON !NAWASES-TAEYELE: Thank you, Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members. I wish to echo the views of the previous speakers
throughout this Budget Debate and congratulate the Minister of Finance and
her team for a job well done and her admirable progress and achievements she
has recorded in her portfolio. The Budget embodies our national priorities.
Keeping the balance is a great challenge and you have indeed risen to the
challenge, Comrade Minister.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I am once again honoured to pay
tribute to the Founding President and Father of the Nation, Dr Sam Shafiishuna
Nujoma for having laid a strong foundation of nationhood and who declared to
the world that Namibia shall never again become a colony. I commend and
congratulate His Excellency Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba for having been
elected by more than two-thirds majority in the November 2009 Presidential
election to lead our country for the next five years.

I further wish to acknowledge the leadership of the SWAPO Party, the top
four that are represented in Parliament namely the Vice-President, Secretary-
General and Deputy Secretary-General. I also wish to acknowledge and
congratulate the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister and the other
Ministers and Deputy Ministers as appointed by His Excellency, Comrade
Hifikepunye Pohamba, President of the SWAPO Party and the President of the
Republic of Namibia.

In the same vein, I must congratulate the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the
National Assembly in your renewed assignments. Both of you are expected to
preside over the activities here in Parliament because of the trust and
confidence our Party leadership has in you, although it is argued by some that
once you are entrusted with a responsibility of public office on the ticket of the
Ruling Party, then you must become neutral in the execution of your national
duties and responsibilities.

The 2009 Presidential and National Assembly elections are still fresh in our
minds and the people had spoken very clearly. They expect from us to deliver
without fail. I am a Parliamentarian on the ticket of the SWAPO Party, so too
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are 54 other elected Members. Simply put, we are elected to serve the needs of
our people. The next five years is the timeframe we have been given.

This august House is best placed to do just that as the legislative branch of the
Government. I disagree with those who will remind me that here is a
Parliament and it is not SWAPO. I will also disagree with those who will
remind me that this is a Offices, Ministries and Agencies of Government and it
is not SWAPO.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I am simply advocating for the
complete understanding that each of us are accountable to the electorate and
we must be servants and not masters of our electorate. Accountability goes
with efficiency and competence. They have expectations to be met. These are
the expectations, which are contained in the 2009 SWAPO Party Election
Manifesto.

I am constantly confronted by young people who are impatient with service
delivery and who are angry at the lip service often paid to youth empowerment
and developmental issues. Therefore, many will say, “stop preaching
freedom, we do not eat freedom, we need food”. Someone said to me the other
day, “I do not eat good speeches, slogans or good liberation songs, I need a
scholarship and I need a job, so that I too can feel that the hard-won freedom
my ancestors fought and died for has meaning to everyone, including me”.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, in my opinion, for us to meet the
expectation of our people and especially the youth, requires that the next five
years must not be business as usual. We must put ourselves in the shoes of
those who elected us, in order to understand their aspirations and expectations.
They need running water in rural areas, they need sanitation, they need rural
feeder roads, they need telecommunications, and they need housing and
electricity.

Honourable Speaker, there is no question that over the past twenty years we
have scored fundamental victories as a SWAPO Party Government to push
back the frontier of poverty amongst our poor people. The challenges remain.
Let us minimise the speech and go right to the business of releasing the money
to our people.
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Honourable Speaker, let us also not empower our detractors in the
implementation of the Capital Budget. This time around if it means corruption
to support the empowerment of rural poor and the youth, so be it. How can the
majority be poor and the minority be rich and that is not corruption?

Honourable Speaker, in saying all the above, it is to point out that the central
thrust of any Budget in any developing country is whether it speaks to the
needs of the masses who live on the fringes of poverty, sometimes in
demeaning and degrading circumstances. It is, therefore, not a myth or fiction
in Namibia when we say that most of poor people are black, the majority of
whom reside in rural areas. The Budget mainly speaks to these people.

By looking at the total Budget allocation of the Ministry of Education and the
Ministry of Health and Social Services, the long-term goal is to revamp and
redouble our efforts to secure a future Namibia with a vast array of educational
opportunities and access to health.

Honourable Speaker, in a developing country the role of education cannot be
over-emphasised, thus my assertion that we still need to improve on the
construction of more classrooms, houses and libraries. I take cognisance and
thank the Minister of Finance for the efforts put in place to build more houses,
classrooms and libraries as a result to attract professionals to rural areas. We
cannot continue to allow a situation where learners walk long distances to
schools and learners being taught under the trees.

Honourable Speaker, after twenty years of Independence, we continue to have
inadequate electricity supply to schools and some hostels continue to use
firewood to cook for hostel learners. This will not be good for the results of
our children.

Honourable Speaker, if the rural electrification process is too slow, then we
need to have an alternative source of energy. This will enhance quality of
teaching and learning in rural areas and attract professionals to the rural areas.

Honourable Speaker, I only mention this because I experienced these problems
when we went out on public outreach programmes and people complained
about some of these issues.
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Inasmuch as the above is a concern, I wish to commend the Ministry of
Education on the school-feeding programme. However, the nutritional content
of the food provided must be improved to avoid malnutrition. I would like to
request the Line Ministry to ensure that food consumed in the school hostels
are locally sourced and produced.

Honourable Speaker, the land issue is a constant and recurring theme that
seems to define our lifetimes these days after twenty years of Independence.
Whilst I support and welcome the idea of the proposed Land Conference by the
responsible Ministry, there is still fundamental nitty-gritty issues that we need
to address as quickly as possible, as land is the economic backbone of our
country. I wish to hastily add that the allocation of land should be well
balanced. As much as I agree with the slow process of willing buyer, willing
seller, I must also add that some parts of the land allocated to the resettled
farmers lies idle and I would propose to the Minister to see whether he cannot
repossess or reallocate this land to those who are really in dire need of land.

Honourable Speaker, in conclusion, I would like to commend the Honourable
Minister of Finance for increasing the Budget Vote of the Ministry of Youth,
National Service, Sports and Culture. As we all know, youth are the most
productive sector of our economy. It is the expectation of the youth fraternity
that everything will be done to respond to the challenges facing young people.

There must also be a realisation to empower and recognise the talents of young
people both in performing and audio-visual arts. The National Youth Council
and National Youth Service should be empowered to become the transmitting
belt for youth programmes and activities.

In this regard, I urge the two youthful Ministers to implement the policies and
programmes, as mandated by the youth themselves.

With these few remarks, Comrade Speaker, I support the Appropriation Bill
and I thank you for your attention.

HON SPEAKER: I sincerely thank the Honourable Member for her
contribution. Honourable Herunga.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM:
Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members of this august House, it is my distinct
honour and privilege to take up my place in this august House and address it
for the first time. I want to use this opportunity to extend my profound
gratitude to the Head of State, His Excellency Hifikepunye Pohamba for this
honour he bestowed upon me and the trust he has in me by appointing me in
this, not only crucial but also strategic position which is key to rural
development, poverty reduction and the upliftment of the living standards of
our people. I am indeed humbled by the task before me, and I am at the same
time mindful of its magnitude. In the same vein, my gratitude goes to the
electorate for remaining faithful to the Ruling Party as the Party of choice for
economic emancipation, political maturity, peace and stability. I will fail
greatly if I do not pay tribute to Dr Sam Nujoma, Father of the Nation, for
keeping us together before and after Independence. Dr Sam Nujoma, too many
of us in this country, is a symbol of peace, unity and nationhood.

Honourable Speaker, the Government of the Republic of Namibia, under the
leadership of the SWAPO Party, has made major strides in creating an
environment that is conducive for people of this country to live in and these
achievements have been extensively and continue to be showcased in the local
media to enhance both our understanding and appreciation of these remarkable
success stories. Therefore, the NBC has made a great contribution to the
understanding of our people in this country with regard to the SWAPO Party’s
activities in various parts of this country. Therefore, I would like to
congratulate the NBC for a job well done.

Comrade Speaker, allow me to make my contributions on a number of aspects,
which are very close to my heart. As we are slowly approaching the year 2030
in which Namibia is expected to be an industrialised Nation that is built by her
citizens, the foundation work laid in the past twenty years will have to be
complemented with creative, innovative and out-of-the-box initiatives which
will put us in a mode of “business as usual.” Not only will this help us to
expedite the realisation of our vision, but also to ensure that we over-deliver on
this promise.

The Government, its developmental partners, civil society and the private
sector have invested massively in the education sector. This, among others,
has been in infrastructure improvement, teacher training, and provision of
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teaching materials, enhancement of the curriculum and educational facilities
and efforts to increase learner enrolment rates, while reducing dropout rates.

However, there remain chronic challenges that plague the education fraternity.
It is becoming increasingly difficult to attract a good number of seasoned
teachers to remote areas. This compromises the delivery of quality education
to children in these areas. It will also ultimately put the good efforts of having
a knowledge-based Nation by 2030 at jeopardy. It is imperative that incentives
are put in place to attract and retain such teachers in rural areas. Most of the
highly qualified teachers refuse to go to rural areas to work in rural schools
because of lack of accommodation. In some Regions, you will find up to three
teachers sleeping in the same room, a situation that is not conducive for highly
qualified teachers to work in rural areas. Therefore, if we could provide good
accommodation at our schools in the rural areas, we would be able to attract
them to those areas. These incentives can be in many forms, some of which
are listed below as food for thought:

 Regions could award scholarships to prospective teachers on condition
that they will take up teaching positions in the respective regions for at
least five years or more. This can also be complemented with additional
scholarships for further studies while teaching in the regions to improve
their competencies.

 Our Government could look into reducing the interest on loans for
teachers who take up teaching positions in rural areas;

 A signing bonus and rural area allowance for teachers in rural areas.

The ideal rural teacher is the one who is qualified to teach more than one
subject or grade, can teach students with a wide range of abilities in the same
classroom, is prepared to supervise extracurricular activities and can adjust to
the community in which she or he finds her or himself.

Honourable Speaker, tourism has proven itself a vital engine for rural
development, job creation, poverty reduction, income generation and economic
growth in general. It is one of the few economic sectors in this country that
has shown resilience to the ongoing economic crisis, as today’s tourist
understands the importance of recharging one’s batteries every now and then in
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order to b more productive in the workplace. Therefore, there will always be
those who will not view tourism as a luxury, but instead continue to travel.

Namibia is internationally portrayed as a conservation best practice and thus a
model worth replicating. This is particularly true considering the remarkable
achievements in our protected areas and sound conservation strategies as well
as the community-based natural resource management programme, which
devolves rights for the consumptive and non-consumptive use and
management of wildlife and natural resources to the local communities, a
practice which is not found in many countries. The Government does not only
encourage conservation, but also sustainable utilisation of resources. It is the
latter principle, which has led to the booming of tourism in the rural areas,
better access to basic facilities, all because of tourism development. In
essence, this means that a community in the Marienfluss area can benefit from
the spin-offs, which are the result of a lodge constructed by private investors
on their own land. The lodge drills a borehole for its use; the community gets
access to clean water. It lobbies for satellite phone connectivity; the
community is connected to the rest of the world. The lodge shares income
with the community, they get resources to send more children to school. It
simply makes a lot of sense for Government to continue to enable more
communities, albeit on a demand driven basis, to get involved in natural
resource management and tourism, especially trophy hunting and joint venture
tourism that are high earners of income and other non-financial benefits.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members of this august House, I support the
Budget and I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Member. Honourable Ben
Ulenga. Welcome back.

HON ULENGA: Honourable Speaker, may I start my intervention on this
first Budget Debate of the Fifth Parliament by extending my felicitations to
you, Honourable Speaker, like to many others have done before me on your
election, which was unanimous and unopposed, as Speaker of the House. I
would also like to extend similar felicitations to the Honourable Loide Kasingo
for having been elected as Deputy Speaker. Honourable Speaker, you can rest
assured of the CoD’s wholehearted support to you personally as well as to the
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Deputy Speaker, to parliamentary staff and, indeed to all the other Political
Parties represented in this House, in yours and others’ efforts towards running
the House smoothly, effectively and in a people-friendly fashion.

Honourable Speaker, this being the first Session of the Fifth Parliament, I
would also like to especially extend congratulations to those of you, on the
other side of the House, who were appointed as Government Ministers and
Deputy Ministers. I look forward to working with them, hopefully during the
next five years and I can promise you, Honourable Speaker, that our
cooperation with them will mainly consist in critically overseeing their work
and doing our best to keep them on their toes, keep them accountable to the
National Assembly, Parliament and the Nation at large. Honourable Speaker,
I would like to thank those who congratulated most of the folks this side of the
House and me and who extended a welcoming hand to us, especially as non-
Ruling Party Members of Parliament. We are here because here is where we
belong and in the absence of a contrary pronunciation by the relevant arm of
the Namibian State, id est, or in other words, the Judiciary, we shall be here.
The Honourable Dr Kawana the other day put it excellently when he dealt with
the concept of “without prejudice.”

However, Honourable Speaker, I will caution those who seem to see this
situation as pointing to political disagreement on essential issues amongst the
Opposition Parties. Honourable Speaker, there is nothing to be gained in
reaching these agreements, either between Members of the same Party, people
of the same country, especially politicians and Members of the various
Opposition Parties. It would be very good for us if we could find common
ground on most of the issues that affect the well-being of our country. Thus, to
those who would like to leap into celebration, I would like to caution that such
leaping into celebration would be premature. Rest assured, Mr Speaker, and
take it from me, namely that you can expect greater political cooperation and
coordinated action amongst the Opposition Parties of Namibia in the future, in
opposing those aspects of Government policies, which in our view are contrary
to the interest of the majority of the Namibian people. I must however equally
say that Government can be assured of our support and cooperation in matters
that in our view truly takes the Nation forward.

Honourable Speaker, I am now coming to the Budget and I would like to start
my first bite into the meat of the Budget by declaring that I do not envy the
Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila her job, which is indeed to
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accomplish the un-accomplishable: that is presenting a Budget that would
satisfy the social, economic and political needs of the entire Nation, in a
situation where the material conditions for that satisfaction of such needs
simply do not exist. I am quite relieved that this time around the Minister has
refrained from using the term “pro-poor” anywhere in the Budget statement,
because the use of such a term in the past few years had almost amounted to
the most grievous abuse of the English language. Honourable Speaker, I am
not trying to discourage the Honourable Minister, because I know the situation
is not of her making, I am just being nice and straightforward.

Honourable Speaker, if there is one positive thing issuing from the recent and
ongoing world recession, it is that it is showing us as a country our real place
in the capitalist world and that place is very much on the periphery. We are
apparently without any importance whatsoever. We have all been following
world affairs and it is very interesting that somebody not very long ago called
this what is going on, “a war amongst brothers” and I have been very curious
to see what eventually happens, for example, the application made by Greece
to be bailed out from their economic crisis that arose from the recession and
you can see the kind of struggle that Greece had to get into just to attract the
sympathetic attention of countries like Germany. Greece is supposed to be a
member of the European Union.

We have seen how Governments have jumped to bail out their own countries,
sometimes bailing out even branches of companies, which operate in their
countries at the exclusion of branches of the same companies that operate
outside their countries. Now, push has to come to shoving, it is really a war
amongst brothers and it is a war to protect the closest that is really your own
and it is countries like Greece and Iceland which have to struggle to get the
attention of these big capitalist countries. What chance do we have as poor
Namibians or poor Africans?

Therefore, there is one lesson that we must learn from the recession, namely
that if we do not try to build on our own resources, first of all, we will not have
many who will listen to us in the so-called friendly international community.
Indeed, the world has not changed much in the last twenty years. I see the
Prime Minister is not here, but I want to talk about this a bit more, later.

Honourable Speaker, if there is any further lesson that we can learn from the
recession, it is the realisation that the Namibian economy needs to be put on an
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entirely different path: a path that would best suit our people’s economic,
social and developmental needs and not necessarily a path that only responds
to the so-called market forces. An economy that grows without providing
enough jobs to the country’s workforce needs reforming. An economy that
over-relies on the SACU revenue stream to meet the revenue needs of the
Budget, needs urgent and drastic reforming and an economy that relies too
much on sectors that are at the mercy of external forces, such as the mining
and tourism sectors, needs reforming. I hope my brother and Comrade there
will not misunderstand me if I mention the tourism sector, because he just said
something very nice about tourism and the jobs that it provides to people.
Indeed, tourism is a very important sector of our economy and it is good if it
can continue to provide jobs. The problem, however, is that tourism cannot be
entirely under the control of the Government, because you must be rich to be
able to travel, especially if you travel frequently. Therefore, it is still a luxury
to many people, it is only the rich who can afford to travel and as we can see
from what is happening in the world, even the rich think of their pockets when
push comes to shove. It would be a very good thing if we could invite rich
overseas visitors at will, but unfortunately, this is a power of its own that we
cannot influence all the time.

Honourable Speaker, therefore, I must say I am slightly disappointed, even
more than last time, that the Minister and by extension, the Government, does
not put aside even a single page to deal with the actual structural problems of
our economy, namely unemployment which is one of the biggest ills the
country is faced with. The Minister does not attempt to spell out a programme
that will address joblessness, where she mentions that she promises that the
economy should not only grow but should address joblessness. Does it spell
out a programme that will provide sufficient money for the provision of
housing, that will provide enough money for the education sector, because Mr
Speaker, we must face it, the issue on education is not whether education or
any of the other issues that I mentioned above should not be what percentage
of the Budget has been set aside for the sector, the question should be whether
we have put and shall we continue to put sufficient funds aside to turn the
situation around?

Even if they are able one day to set aside up to half of the entire Budget
allocation to education, if that which is half of our Budget does not address
education in such a way that it can be turned around, we cannot hope for much
progress.
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Honourable Speaker, this brings me to a very often talked about issue, which I
also respect and I think we should keep talking about it and that is Vision
2030. In the past I have said a number of critical things about Vision 2030.
This should not be understood as being against Vision 2030. No, I have just
been trying to raise some critical aspects of it.

I have recently seen that, for example, Professor Katjavivi, an Honourable
Member of the House, had an interview with one of the local newspapers and
has gone to a great extend to put Vision 2030 in proper perspective and I
would like to say that it is a very good thing that we have something to pursue,
to look up to and to try to achieve. However, Honourable Speaker, we must
very critically look at this Vision 2030.

In the first place we are talking about reaching an industrialised stage and then
very quickly we add, “To the level of today’s industrialised nations of the
West”, which is very confusing indeed. In the first place, we know how the
so-called industrialised countries got where they are today, we know how they
got there. We also know the kind of problems that they have to deal with.
Therefore, sometimes what you see from afar is not really the reality when you
come closer to these nations.

It is a very good thing when one, for example, talks about Vision 2030 in terms
of the Millennium Development Goals. It is a very good thing to talk about
Vision 2030 in terms of poverty, where the vast majority, 99,9% of the
population do not live in poverty, have sufficient incomes, have housing over
their heads, have jobs and do not live under the kind of inequalities that we
experience today. I must say that is also very often experienced in the so-
called developed nations of today that you are referring to. Therefore, what I
am trying to say, Honourable Members, before you start hissing and roaring in
disapproval, I am not saying Vision 2030 is a bad thing, I am just saying that
we must not necessarily look up to and give those specific nations as examples.
We may end up misleading and confusing our people.

We have seen recently, for example, how the Americans and especially
President Barak Hussein Obama, have been struggling to put in place just a
normal, good-looking health care programme for the USA, one of the so-called
most developed and industrialised nations of the world today. Definitely in our
pursuance of Vision 2030 we would not like to have a situation where we as an
industrialised Nation have about 20% of poor people not being able to access
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health facilities, medical insurance simply because some amongst us are saying
that is socialism, etcetera.

It is a very good start, indeed, that in our case everybody is enjoined by law to
belong to the Social Security system, where we pay a certain amount to the
Social Security Commission so that that money can be used for those who need
it in times of need. In some of the most developed nations, people say that is
forcing policies on people who have not chosen to take them on.

That is what I wanted to say. I have a few more points, but probably time will
catch up with me, so I will not follow up on Vision 2030.

Honourable Speaker, Government should treat our situation as that of a
developmenting State and a society that needs fundamental transformation and
as I said, everyone is painfully aware now that the current economic path that
we are following and the revenue resources currently being dependent on,
cannot be relied upon for social transformation, especially when it comes to the
creation of jobs, the funding of our education and other social problems.

We need, especially from Government’s side, to clip the wings of the so-called
market forces. We need an economy that addresses better the structural
problems of growth without jobs, an economy that is less sensitive to external
shocks and that can help create a large, more reliable and sustainable revenue
resource base. I was hoping to say a few things in this regard about mining,
land and agrarian reform. I will say just a little thing about land.

We all see what is happening in the land reform area and I must say, I am
positively and pleasantly surprised to hear even members from the
Government side talking about this willing seller, willing buyer being a little
too slow. It has been Government policy for 20 years now and it is high time
that it is revisited. However, Honourable Speaker, I am not necessarily
supporting another land conference. We have not carried out much of what
was decided and what was reached consensus on twenty years ago at that land
conference and I think what we need to do is that especially from
Government’s side we need to take steps that move on the reallocation, the
reform of land use, not necessarily only transferring certain farms in their
entirety to other members of society, but also looking at the system itself, the
land tenure system.
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We have a Government in place that for the last 20 years have been receiving
overwhelming support of the population. I cannot see why such a Government
should not act and act decisively, especially on the question of land, and I am
not advocating a situation as in Zimbabwe. There is no need for us to go out
and occupy land, we in this House can put the tools in place to take action
where action needs to be taken. I almost wanted to get into the history of this
country with regard to land, but it is not really necessary.

A few days ago, I was looking at that wonderful book that Horst Dreschler
wrote a few decades ago, “Let Us Die Fighting”. We know that the social
order that exists in the country today, including the way land is owned, not
only in terms of people, but in terms of the system itself, this is a social order
that was created more than a hundred years ago and it is still with us and it is
that social order that Government needs to address. It is not just letting more
and more people take over land from the black section, but it is about changing
the form of land ownership itself.

Honourable Speaker, a related issue is that of Government priorities and now I
want to speak just briefly about Defence. Honourable Speaker, everybody,
especially Ministers and others who have televisions in their offices, have been
able to follow what is currently happening in Washington where quite a
number of world leaders are gathering to talk about what to do. (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Your time is up. I have two announcements to make.

The first is to inform the Honourable Members who inscribed to speak,
Honourable Lucas, Honourable Nicky Iyambo, Honourable Ueitele, that you
are on the list for tomorrow.

I have been requested to make this announcement, namely that on 19 April
2010 the SWAPO Party will be celebrating its 50th anniversary and that the
organising committee is requesting, soliciting all relevant and important
historical materials, photographs, artefacts, other paraphernalia and the rest
that may have been in their possessions, that is all Namibians who have
participated in the struggle, those that are members of the SWAPO Party, but
those who in their own varied ways were part of the liberation struggle and
who may have that kind of information available to them to share that
information, if they want to, with Ms Liz Sibindi who is the coordinator of that



194

13 April 2010

exhibition at 081 122 1366 or another contact person at 061-238364 or at
mobile 081 124 2861. Even if you were not a SWAPO Party member but have
been in contact with the SWAPO leaders and members, this is, whether we like
it or not, history and those who were part of that history are invited to share
that information where your picture is seen or you have some story to tell.

With that, the House stands adjourned until tomorrow, 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:52 UNTIL 2010.04.14 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Any Notice of Questions? Notice of
Motions? Any Ministerial Statements? The Secretary will read the First Order
of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON SECOND READING –
APPROPRIATION BILL

HON SPEAKER: When this Debate was adjourned on Tuesday, 13 April
2010, the Question, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion by the
Honourable Minister of Finance, that the Bill be read a Second Time.
Honourable Ulenga had the Floor and I want him to continue.

HON ULENGA: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. I was, indeed,
approaching the end of my speech when both of us were rudely interrupted by
the clock and I will just conclude the last two paragraphs of my speech.

As I was saying, Honourable Speaker, I wanted to touch a little on the issue of
Government priorities and I wanted to talk about this in relation to Defence
and Security issues.

It is a matter of record that whereas since 1990 the allocations to Votes such as
Education and Health have grown somewhat, one vote that is really growing
by leaps and bounds is the Defence Vote and everyone, especially with regard
to the current Budget, has commented on how Defence spending has risen and
has grown faster than the spending on education and health, for example.
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According to the Minister – and he will perhaps be able to confirm, as his is
what I saw in the media – Opposition Parties must take their share of the blame
in this as they have recommended higher spending on the Defence Vote to deal
with the aggravated conditions in the NDF. This may be true, that the
Opposition Parties or perhaps all the Members of Parliament had a hand in
this. I can actually confirm as a former Member of the former Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security, that there has been a report in this
House that has made just such recommendations.

Honourable Speaker, it is a fact that as a country we now need to take an
innovative approach to Defence and Security issues. Yesterday I was referring
to the so-called Nuclear Summit that has been going on until yesterday evening
in Washington that was called by some world leaders to discuss the concerns
about the proliferation, in this case of nuclear weapons and to find ways of not
proliferating any further, but to reduce.

We also know that just recently a New Start Treaty was signed by the
American and Russian leaders, whereby the nuclear weapons of these two
super powers are going to be cut by a third in the very foreseeable future. Now
what can be learned from this kind of situation, Honourable Speaker? It is
indeed that there are many ways of killing a cat and countries in southern
Africa, us included, need to look at ways of cooperation in reducing our
defence spending jointly without compromising our common security.

As leaders, we have the responsibility to stop harping blindly on the so-called
enemy without working on win-win situations. Information about Defence and
Security issues in the country, in the Region and continentally is very easily
obtainable nowadays. We as Namibia are apparently the weakest when it
comes to these matters. It looks like the more we increase our defence Budget,
the more the other sister and brother countries in the Region do the same. The
result is very likely to be a crazy arms race. We have seen it happening in
other parts of the world and there is no reason why it should not happen here.
(Interjection). I was looking at the available information. The Honourable Dr
Kawana would be happy to look at the weapons and arms race of the countries
in the Region and look at our situation, for Namibia just to look at the money it
has made available since 1990.

It is true, there are some complaints that the money we are spending on this
Vote is growing. On the other hand, we are nowhere near meeting Defence
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and Security challenges in Namibia. What I want to say is that even if we are
spending so much money, we still spend less than other countries. This is a
fact, just look at all the countries in the Region. (Interjections). You may not
get the point, but that is all right.

Honourable Speaker, we must work towards preventing an arms race between
our neighbours and ourselves through proper cooperation. Otherwise, we are
doomed to waste precious funds that could be used elsewhere for our
development. (Interjection). CoD does not have a single gun.

Mr Speaker, there is nothing wrong with being rich. However, I think it is the
responsibility of Government, first of all, and all of us as politicians, but
mainly Government and its spokesperson, not to lure the Nation into believing
that we can all be millionaires. Government and the SWAPO Party talk about
the need to struggle for economic emancipation, which is a struggle that is
worth pursuing. However, I do not believe that economic emancipation is
about millionaires or the creation of millionaires, it is about the well-being of
ordinary working people, it is about meeting the day-to-day basic needs of
ordinary working people. The vast majority of Namibians seek the satisfaction
of their basic needs, such as jobs, houses, good schools, a good public transport
system, etcetera. The country – and I am saying this because whenever people
talk about economic emancipation, before you have counted to three, people
are talking about Small and Medium Enterprises, business, and business. That
is good, but anywhere you go, rich people in any country consist of less than
1% of the entire population and that my dear friend, the Minister of Labour
also knows.

The country does not consist of SME holders only. Let us therefore stop
behaving as if we are a Nation of capitalists, because we are not. We should
act, behave and live with more humility and modesty and shun the so-called
rich culture. I want to give an example, Mr Speaker.

The last few years I have been observing the way our people behave around
funerals. I am sure all of you will agree with me there is this kind of very
immodest kind of competition that goes around about who bury their loved
ones in the most expensive manner, the most expensive coffin. A few years
ago, I lost a very close relative and the day of the funeral, I heard that before
we bury, the grave needs to be specially furnished with some kind of walls and
stuff and I was shocked to learn that this alone amounted to about thirty to
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N$40,000. All these kinds of things happen almost everywhere. At one other
funeral, the coffin could not even fit into the grave because so much cement
and stuff have been put in. (Interjections). It is no laughing matter, the
Members know exactly what I am talking about. Some of the Members sitting
here know what I am talking about, because they were there. They have seen
the way the people came to furnish and rebuild and putting stuff around the
grave. The coffin could no longer fit in and we had to sit there for hours to
have this changed.

That is not the question, what I want to say is simply that it is like everybody
wants to prove that they are rich, not just ordinary people, that they have so
much money to put right down in the ground. The issue is that our message
should be that of modesty. Some families even fail to pay for a single child
through university, but yet we have money to spend on coffins and such, as I
mentioned. Perhaps some of the Government Ministers and some other
influential people can tone this down by talking about it and just addressing the
matter properly.

I learned over the weekend that a Deputy Minister of a neighbouring country
was buried in a coffin that was worth N$500. I think that is an example that
one could emulate.

Honourable Speaker, I support the Bill with the concerns and cautions and the
objections that I raised. I thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Van Der Walt.

HON VAN DER WALT: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of this
august House, let me start off by joining my fellow Honourable Members and
Comrades in congratulating you with your re-election as the Speaker of this
House, to further direct this Honourable House, to serve the Nation as
Members representing the people of Namibia. May I also congratulate the
election of Honourable Loide Kasingo as Deputy Speaker.

I would like to use this platform to congratulate His Excellency President
Hifikepunye Pohamba for his overwhelming election by the Namibian people
during the most recent Presidential and National Assembly elections.
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Congratulations to the SWAPO Party for attaining a two-thirds majority and
the overwhelming support which indeed was shown through the confidence of
the Namibians in the SWAPO Party. I also wish to thank the Founding Father,
Dr Sam Nujoma, for leading this Nation in the liberation struggle and who
served as the first founding President of the Republic. I wish him good health
too.

Our Founding Father, our current President, Hifikepunye Pohamba, and senior
leaders were able to carry the cross of our liberation struggle and today they
carry the crown of Independence and freedom. Now we should carry the cross
of economic struggle to lead this new generation to economic emancipation,
freedom and Independence.

I also owe it to the entire membership of the SWAPO Party Youth League who
nominated me to the Electoral College, where I was elected as a Member of the
SWAPO Party, which enabled me to stand here today with the support of the
entire membership during the elections. I thank you all. In addition, to you
my fellow Comrades, congratulations for being elected and I extend my
patriotic congratulations to the Opposition Parties who have also been elected
by Namibians to serve them in this Honourable House. I am looking forward
to working together with you as a team.

Honourable Speaker, Sir, Honourable Members, I have the honour to make my
maiden statement as a Member of Parliament in this august House. I thank the
Almighty God for blessing me with good health. I pray that He will give me
strength so that I can serve my fellow Namibians through Him.

Further, I wish to congratulate the Honourable Minister of Finance for tabling
the national Budget with her current and former Deputy and the entire staff
component of the Ministry of Finance. Congratulations for a job well done.
Comrade Minister, you have done us Namibians proud through producing a
Budget, which is balanced in terms of the highest expectations from our
people, rich, poor, young and old, business and economic sectors and social
sectors. We all positively gain from that.

This, in my view, is the secret formula of the SWAPO Party Government and
its entire rank and file over the past twenty years, to maintain peace,
democracy and security, more so, to convince Namibians to continue voting
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for the SWAPO Party as the only Party with vision and commitment to lead
the Namibians out of poverty, ignorance and under-development.

As leaders, we can have our own ambitions and dreams, but we should not
compromise the trust the people have in us to represent them and articulate
their aspirations. Here I talk about the less privileged and Namibians who
reside in poverty.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the economy of this country does
not start with the Ministry of Finance, however, it starts with how we manage
our God-given resources to the benefit of our people. How we manage our
resources in the various Ministries will determine our economic success. It is
my belief that each Minister should have the authority to act against Civil
Servants who do not conform to the expectations of the citizens. The Public
Service Act should be brought in line with this, because it is the elected
Members and politicians that get the mandate by the electorate to deliver on
the said promises.

It only makes sense that once such mandate is given to the politician or elected
Member, he or she should be entrusted to discipline any Civil Servant who acts
to the contrary, for it may be viewed as breach of contract if such promises are
not delivered by an elected Public Servant.

With regards to land reform, we must find a formula that will create us a win-
win situation. We need to utilise our resources to its fullest potential. Charity
begins at home. We need to invest in our agricultural sector and we need to
build on a relationship of trust with our existing farmers. We have the skills in
the Industry and we must utilise it to the fullest capacity. We need to mobilise
our domestic resources so that we are able to finance our own development
through our domestic resources so that we are able to look after ourselves, so
that any international financial assistance will be considered as a bonus to our
economy.

I truly believe our SWAPO Party led Government under the leadership of our

President, His Excellency Hifikepunye Pohamba has the versatility to create
synergy in our economy. Yes, as Africans we can finance our own
development if we can achieve the above.
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Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is a well-known fact that we do
not have the required skills to develop our Mining Sector. I, therefore, believe
that our Comrades who were with us during the liberation struggle should help
us with the required skills, expertise to explore, mine and process our minerals,
instead of exporting our minerals in raw form. This will ensure the maximum
benefit of our mineral resources. This will undoubtedly contribute to job
creation and employment creation; it would enable us to export our own
finished products to the international market.

We should take factories to the rural areas where the majority of our people are
and operational costs, such as water, transport, electricity, housing, to mention
only a few, are lower. To concentrate more factories in big cities seems to be
more expensive. We should maximise our road and rail infrastructure to
include our rural areas.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, tourism is a major contributor to
our economy and we should thus ensure that every visitor to our country
should experience Namibia as the only country in the world where they feel
welcome, secure and at home.

They should feel welcome with our fauna and flora, clean air, good roads and
friendly people. Namibia should be a place of preferred destination compared
to other countries such as Botswana, Tanzania and Kenya. Our customs and
immigration officers are our frontline in welcoming our visitors.

Honourable Speaker, at Independence, 20 years ago, the fishing industry was
non-existent. It is so pleasing to note what we have now, twenty years later, is
a world-class industry, thanks to the former Honourable Minister of Fisheries.
He did the Nation proud.

Namibians have become actively involved and our resources have brought
revenue to the State, created employment for our people and proved that we
can do it ourselves, better than before Independence. We should cherish these
achievements.

It cannot be over-emphasised that due to the limited resources at our disposal,
it is crucial that all Offices, Ministries and Agencies should utilise these
valuable resources efficiently and adequately for the purpose, it was meant for
to ensure maximum benefit for our people.
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I have to say something about our Party structure. I will fail in my duty if I do
not say anything about Party unity. SWAPO must stay in power for many
years to come. For us to achieve this, we must respect our Party structure. If
we have any concerns to raise within our structures, we should avoid
unnecessary differences of opinion in public. The Opposition will use this to
weaken us. Let us iron out our differences within our structures, for instance
our wings and various other affiliates.

I know that we have one thing in common, but we may differ in the manner we
express ourselves. Comrade Speaker, I want to see that we keep continuing the
spirit of open consultations, including Party caucuses, to ensure that we stay
united as a Party and this will ensure a united Namibia.

To all Namibians: SWAPO is the people and the people are SWAPO.
SWAPO has a place and home for every Namibian, irrespective of race,
gender, status or colour. It has room for all peace-loving Namibians to join
hands and contribute to nation building and building the economy of this
country. This is possible within the SWAPO Party as the genuine and reliable
vehicle for a prosperous Namibia.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, as SWAPO members we owe it to
our people and to our President and the entire Party leadership to work together
as a team to achieve what we as a Party committed ourselves to in the Election
Manifesto of 2009 to our people.

As for me, I pledge to the Namibian people, through my Party, to serve them
and will play my part as a team member of this august House. Let us all as
leaders of the SWAPO Party-led Government and the whole Nation stand
behind our President, His Excellency Hifikepunye Pohamba and Vision 2030
to make his last five years in office the most successful and enjoyable years.

I support the Appropriation Bill and I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Lempy Lucas.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENCE: Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members, I am pleased to have been accorded this opportunity to
make my humble contribution to the Budget Debate and to join other
Honourable Members who spoke earlier in commending the Minister of
Finance, her Deputy and the able staff of the Ministry for presenting a well-
balanced and comprehensive Budget.

I will fail in my recollection in dealing with the Budget if I would not
compliment an able and committed Office of the National Planning
Commission under the leadership of the Director-General and his staff. I am
under no illusion that this well-designed document in front of us would be
realised without the committed and dedicated staff in these two offices. Well
done!

The 2010 /2011, Budget and the Medium Term Expenditure Framework have
proved once again SWAPO’s prudent commitment to the development of
Namibia and her people. The SWAPO Party Government has an exemplary
track record of fulfilling commitments made and delivers on its promises.

Rural infrastructure development has been one of the top priorities of the
Government’s programmes. It has improved accessibility and brought closer
very essential public services to the people. About 60% of our rural population
have access to clean and safe drinking water. Rural electrification has also
received great attention from the Government and we will continue to develop
power lines and transmitting stations throughout the country. Our citizens can
now engage in economic activities, such as small-scale industries and other
entrepreneur projects.

The tabling of this scientific and analytical Budget clearly unfolds the vision
and mission of not only expenditure, but over and above all the development
projection of the Government. This demonstrates the political and economic
maturity of the SWAPO Party and its Government. The planning of the
Budget and future financial and economic targets in the Budget marks the
culmination in practice of the SWAPO Party Government’s programmes as
contained in the 2009 Election Manifesto.

Honourable Members, the allocation of N$339 million to SMEs and BEE
development is most commendable. The SWAPO Party Government is pro-
business. We will continue to support entrepreneurs, including SMEs, in order
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for them to invest, create wealth and more jobs. Over the past twenty years of
the SWAPO Government’s existence, we have noticed business expansion and
development in most of our towns and rural areas throughout the country.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, being a youth activist and a youth
leader for a long time, I will fail my conviction if I do not voice my
appreciation for the amount of N$1,22 billion allocated to youth development
in the current Budget. It is a well-known fact that the majority of the
Namibian citizens are below the youth age, which is thirty years. The youth
are our hope and they are our future. The SWAPO Government will continue
to build on, and care for the leaders of tomorrow by empowering them with the
necessary skills and provide them with opportunities for growth.

I believe it is a matter of great importance for young people to know and
understand how beautiful this country will develop, both socially and
economically, if the society is living in a crime-free environment. Alcohol and
drug abuse are the most contributing factors to evils and crimes committed by
young people in Namibia. I have observed that there are various evils born out
of alcohol or drug abuse, such as self-destruction, criminal activities,
irresponsible behaviour which includes unsafe sex, which can lead to unwanted
pregnancies and the spread of HIV/AIDS, among others.

I call upon the Namibia youth in general to behave responsibly, because the
future of this country lies in your hands. The youth should engage in
constructive activities, such as studies, sports and business and avoid involving
themselves in drugs, robberies and other criminal activities that hinders
national development. Our youth should use skills attained at technical
schools to introduce entrepreneurial projects to create employment for
themselves and others, instead of looking for employment. I am sure this will
not only reduce the opportunity for youth involvement in criminal activities,
but will also contribute to our attainment of Vision 2030.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the struggle to have women
participate in positions of decision-making is an ongoing process. It is,
therefore, necessary that from time to time we review progress made in this
regard. By so doing, we will have an idea as to whether we are on the right
track and at the right speed.
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Some men pay lip service to women’s participation in decision-making, to
which in fact we do very little in sensitising the Nation on the importance of
gender issues. The campaign to sensitise the society about the need for a
bigger role for women should be at the forefront of our efforts, both men and
women. It is only through public support that we can hope to achieve positive
results.

Statistics on the positions of women in Namibian politics indicate that we are
not worse off on the list of nations, however, more still needs to be done.

Allow me to congratulate the SWAPO Party and its Government on its efforts
and commitment to the promotion of gender equality and equity and urge other
Political Parties represented in this august House to emulate SWAPO Party’s
example and I invite the public to see for themselves how the opposition
Parties are structured in this House.

Allow me, Honourable Speaker, to quote His Excellency Nelson Mandela, first
President of the Republic of South Africa on 24th May 1994 in a handbook
entitled, “Women in Parliament beyond Numbers”, by the Institute of
Democracy and Electoral Assistance:

“Freedom cannot be achieved unless the women have been emancipated from
all forms of oppression. All of us take this on board that the objectives of the
reconstruction and development programme will not have been realised unless
we see in visible, practical terms that the conditions of women in our country
have radically changed for the better and that they have been empowered to
intervene in all aspects of life as equals with any other member of society.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is disturbing to note that there
are still some Honourable Members, particularly from the Opposition benches,
who are questioning the allocation to the capital projects of the Namibia
Defence Force, despite the fact that a Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security presented at various occasions reports to
this august House on the deplorable conditions under which the military bases
and barracks are and recommended improvement on that situation. It was on
that basis that the Ministry of Defence found it appropriate to make provision
in its current Budget to address that. I encourage the Honourable Members
concerned, particularly Honourable Ulenga as well as the SWANU President,
to acquaint them with the said report. Our women and men in uniform operate
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under difficult conditions and require the undivided support from all Members
of this House.

Honourable Speaker, it is important to note that this Budget takes place at a
time of global financial and economic crisis. Namibia, like other countries,
experienced an unprecedented loss of national income due to dwindling
demand for our export products. Government revenue, which is used to
finance development, was severely affected. Likewise, closure of mines, such
as Ongopolo in Tsumeb, resulted in many employees losing jobs. Under this
extreme condition, the Government has to balance between addressing the
needs of all sectors of society and to grow the economy.

Finally, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, allow me to express my
profound gratitude to His Excellency Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba,
President of the Republic of Namibia for appointing me as the first woman
Deputy Minister of Defence, first of its kind in the history of our Republic. I
wish to assure the Nation that Namibia’s national interest is in good hands.

With these few remarks, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I support
the Appropriation Bill and I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Deputy Minister. Honourable
Nickey Iyambo.

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members, I will be very brief.

I rise to add my voice, like all other Honourable Members who spoke before
me, in support of the Second Reading Debate of the Budget of 2010/2011
Financial Year. Firstly, I have to congratulate the Honourable Minister of
Finance, her Deputy, Permanent Secretary and staff as well as the former
Director-General of the National Planning Commission and the current
Director General and his staff for a well-balanced Budget presented that goes
towards meeting the vision of the 2009 SWAPO Party Election Manifesto.
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I would also like to congratulate the Namibian people for their trust in re-
entrusting the affairs of the Government in the capable hands of the visionary
SWAPO Party to rule this country for the next five years. Therefore, my
sincerely congratulate His Excellency President Hifikepunye Pohamba on his
re-election and congratulate all the SWAPO cadres in this august Assembly for
the honour bestowed on us by the Namibian people to represent them here and
to articulate their aspirations.

The re-election of the Honourable Speaker is a sign of trust shown by all of us
in his leadership. Thus, I congratulate Honourable Theo-Ben Gurirab for his
re-election as well as to the Honourable Loide Kasingo for her entrance to the
Speaker’s bench as the Deputy Speaker. I have no doubt that you, being tested
cadres of the SWAPO Party, will lead the business of the House with the tested
diligence and competence shown over the past 20 years.

As I said earlier, Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila is to be
congratulated especially for tabling this positive Budget against the
background of the challenging financial meltdown of 2008/2009. Comrade
Minister, your prudent financial management is doing us proud as a country.
Continue that way and you will always have our undivided support.

The economic meltdown was started by the United States of America and
Western Europe and it unfortunately had a global impact, Namibia included.
This economic meltdown is as a result of fraud, corruption, mismanagement
and selfishness of some people in those countries. If this economic crisis came
about as a result of mismanagement in developing countries, it would have
been called corruption and irresponsibility of the first order. In order to cover
up their mistakes, they say they are now introducing and implementing
“stimulus packages” in order to address the economic chaos they have created
and apparently, they are not dealing with corruption and greed.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the people in the village where I
come from they will say (Shakalunga Ombudhi) and this goes to say that what
we are saying about these people and what they have done is true and cannot
be hidden anywhere.

I also want to make a comment on the political landscape of Namibia,
particularly on the representation in this Honourable House of Assembly.
Some Political Parties are represented here by one person. My concern is how
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such persons claim to represent the people of all 13 Regions when they receive
reminders from other Parties to make up their shortcomings. For example,
how can they participate in the various Committees of this House effectively?
I am of the opinion that we as lawmakers must see and decide how a Party
must be seen to claim to represent the people of Namibia in this Assembly. It
has become more urgent than ever before that we must have a law that
stipulates that for a Political Party to qualify for representation in this House, it
must attain a certain percentage of votes nationwide, say for example for 5% or
10%. Indeed, this is a practice in some multi-party democracies and the
purpose for that is to avoid having representation that does not show national
character.

Honourable Speaker, I want the Honourable Members of this Assembly not to
forget the plight of the veterans, for they are the people that made it possible
for all of us to be here. I met with the veterans last week. They are hopeful, in
spite of problems they are facing. They have trust in their Government. The
registration of veterans has not come to an end. I will personally be happy to
be given names of those veterans who seem to have been forgotten by the
registration. However, the decision to accept a veteran must be done by the
Veterans Board, where the veterans will be represented. The possibility also
exists to appeal to the Appeal Board in the case of an application not being
successful the first time around. I will elaborate on a few things concerning
this when I introduce the Veterans’ Vote 31.

With these few remarks, I once again want to commend the Honourable
Minister of Finance and her staff for a well-balanced Budget, which I support
wholeheartedly. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: On that happy note, the House shall rise for refreshments.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:15 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT



209

14 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON SCHLETTWEIN

HON SPEAKER: Deputy Minister Calle Schlettwein.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members of the National Assembly, I thank you for allowing me
to take the Floor. I am rising to deliver my maiden speech and I am honoured
to do so in support of the Appropriation Bill and the Medium Term
Expenditure Framework tabled by the Minister of Finance, Honourable Saara
Kuugongelwa-Amadhila.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Deputy Speaker, please accept my sincere
congratulations for your re-election as Speaker. You are a seasoned diplomat
and leader and your unanimous re-election confirms that. I am personally
pleased to see you in that important position because you were the first exiled
SWAPO leader I met in the mid-eighties and ever since you have been a
trusted and reliable comrade to turn to when the going became tough. At this
point I also want to voice my genuine gratefulness for the friendship I enjoyed
with the late Comrade Niko Bessinger, a great personality whom I will always
highly respect and keep in fond memories, because without his unwavering
support, honest advice and comradely mentorship I would not be where I am
today.

I also want to take this opportunity to congratulate you, Comrade Loide
Kasingo, for your election as Deputy Speaker. I am looking forward to see
your disarming smile often and I am very confident we all will have a
productive five-year term under the leadership of both of you.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate His Excellency, President
Hifikepunye Pohamba and the SWAPO Party for the landslide victory in the
last President and National Assembly elections. A truly excellent result!

Similarly, I would like to warmly congratulate the Honourable Members of
this House from all Parties for having been chosen to represent the people of
Namibia in this august House. It is both an exciting and an important time to
be entrusted with this responsibility, as we take stock of the progress made by
our Nation in the twenty years of Independence and face new challenges in
delivering on our Development Plans.

Comrade Speaker, before I say anything else, I wish to thank His Excellency,
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President Hifikepunye Pohamba for affording me the privilege to serve the
people of Namibia as a Member of Parliament and as Deputy Minister of
Finance. I am humbled by the responsibility and trust placed in me, but I am
also very excited about this new opportunity afforded to me to contribute to
achieving our country’s ambitious development goals. During the next five
years I will devote myself wholeheartedly to building on the progress we have
made in the past and addressing the national challenges we face. I will
endeavour to ensure that our ministerial objectives of sustaining equitable
socio-economic development, optimising public revenue collection and
ensuring that public expenditure delivers results and value for money are duly
met.

Some comments on our continued ideology:

When I joined SWAPO as a young man, my reason for joining the struggle
were, very simplistically put, the following: Namibia and all its people were
suffering under the yoke of a brutal, racist, illegal occupation of the then
apartheid South Africa. Everybody, but a few chosen elite, was subjected to
the oppressive forces of a police state where there was, amongst others, no
respect for basic human rights to life, freedom of association, freedom of
speech, respect for human dignity, equality and freedom from discrimination.
A minority group was bribed into political submission by being given socio-
economic privileges, which in turn resulted in an extremely skewed
distribution of wealth. Even from a privileged vantage point there could be no
justification whatsoever for supporting such a regime. On the contrary, such a
regime had to be fought against with all the means at one’s disposal.

SWAPO offered, through its political programme and socialistic principles, a
solution, which would bring about liberation and equality in both the political
and socio-economic spheres. This was indeed a very attractive prospect for
lasting peace and stability in Namibia. As a vanguard mass liberation
movement, SWAPO also created a political home for all Namibians who
wanted to join the struggle and I am very proud that I could contribute, be it in
a small way, to the liberation of our country.

Honourable Speaker, we celebrated the 20th anniversary just three weeks ago;
20 years of peace, democracy and progress towards economic prosperity for all
is a great achievement indeed. May I congratulate the Namibian people for
this significant accomplishment.
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I believe that one of the reasons why we have succeeded in the SWAPO Party
so far is our steadfastness in upholding the very principles, which brought
about Independence. I cannot say it better than our Founding President, His
Excellency Comrade Sam Nujoma: In a country that was born after long
years of struggle, our first task was to create an environment of peace through
reconciliation and by bringing into Government and the economy those
citizens who were left out because of the colour of their skin. Because of these
historical factors, commitment to peace, democracy and economic progress
have been my Government’s driving force…”

To show the consistency in the 2009 SWAPO Party Election Manifesto, one of
our stated objectives is to: “Promote economic development based on the
principle of a mixed economy, as provided for in the Constitution of the
Republic of Namibia to ensure that all Namibians participate fully and benefit
from economic activities in the country and realise full black economic
empowerment.”

Honourable Speaker, the pursuance of policies, which deepen democracy,
sustain peace and justice and translate our economic gains into equitable
wealth distribution must remain the policy framework within which we strive
to reach our development goals and hence, a Budget proposal that is pro-poor,
pro-growth and macro-economically sustainable.

The global financial crisis has reinforced the conviction of most policymakers
worldwide that the best economic system is neither a completely unregulated
free-market, nor a fully planned economy. The mixed economy principle
enables Government to strive towards an enabling business environment
capable of attracting and retaining investments, to stimulate sustainable
economic growth and development and to create jobs.

Government retains the discretion to intervene in the economy when this is
considered to be beneficial; Government’s participation in the economy
follows an arm’s length approach rather than a direct one, as exemplified by
the creation of our State-Owned Enterprises.

I am moving to the expansionary Budget:

Over the last two years, Government has taken extraordinary measures to
counter the effects of the global economic downturn on Namibia. The fiscal



212

14 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON SCHLETTWEIN

expansion has been unprecedented, with budgeted expenditure growth
averaging 17,6% in the period between 2008 and 2011, compared to 10,5%
between 2001 to 2008. The Medium Term Expenditure Framework to be
appropriated by this House foresees another expansion of on average 15% in
real terms.

These efforts have paid off, leaving us in a strong position.

 Namibia’s economic performance remains better than that of our SACU
peers. After a contraction of 1,1% in 2009, a recovery of 3,8% is
projected for 2010, with growth picking up over the medium term.

 Public finance remain in a very strong position, and we have met our
fiscal, targets for 2009/10 and been rewarded a BBB-grade by Fitch
Credit Ratings, which is an investment grade, placing us on par with
other middle-income countries such as Croatia, India and Morocco.

Revenue is estimated to remain flat at about N$23,6 billion in 2009/2010 and
then it would decline in 2010/2011 and 2011/2012 by 4,4% and 7,1%
respectively, before picking up by 25% in 2012/2013.

These ups and downs are to a large extent caused by fluctuations in SACU
receipts, but they are mitigated by better collection of revenue domestically.
This highlights the risk of dependence on SACU revenues, which we should
reduce by deepening and broadening our tax base. Deepening measures would
include better tax administration and centralising all taxes. To broaden the tax
base we should introduce new taxes, such as the environmental tax that was
introduced by the Honourable Minister already. Namibia’s non-renewable
resources are the property of the common and we must optimise the benefits
that our people reap from the exploitation of such resources through royalties
and export taxes on non-renewable raw commodities.

Three consecutive Budget surpluses in 2006/2007, 2007/2008 and 2008/2009
Financial Years have created the fiscal space necessary to embark on the
counter-cyclical budgetary expansion.

However, Budget deficits that are going to average 6,6% over the Medium
Term Expenditure Framework period are set to eat into this fiscal space. To
mitigate the high borrowing needs associated with these deficits, we will utilise
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cash reserves of about N$2,5 billion in 2010/2011 and 2011/2012. As we
deplete these reserves, we will need to reign in deficits so as to avoid
unsustainable rises in debt servicing costs.

Mr Speaker, the debt composition is the next topic I just briefly want to touch
on and I want to highlight a few important trends in the evolution of our public
debt over the last five years.

Firstly, there has been a general fall in the level of debt from N$12,6 billion,
representing 33% of the GDP in 2004/2005 to N$12,2 billion, amounting to
15,1% of the GDP in 2009/2010 – a significant reduction.

Secondly, an issue that is often forgotten is that the structure of public debt has
been changed by smoothing a bias from short-term to medium and long-term
domestic debt. Short-term debt has fallen from 53% of total domestic debt in
2004/2005 to 39,5% in 2009/2010 – a much more balanced approach. In line
with our Sovereign Debt Management Strategy, we have kept foreign debt as a
proportion of GDP below 5% and with that, we have greatly mitigated foreign
currency risk.

Efficiency of expenditure, transparency and accountability is an issue that
needs more attention.

Namibia’s public finance management system has been reformed through the
introduction of programme budgeting in already 2003. This approach aims at
improving the quality of spending and increase the transparency and
accountability of the Budget process by ensuring that:

 Revenue is collected on a fair basis and from a broadened base;

 Resources are allocated on a results oriented basis, targeting specific
outcomes; and

 Every executing public agency is answerable on how financial resources
entrusted to it are deployed.

When we evaluate programmes and projects, it is crucial to ask the following
questions:
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 How many additional jobs are created?
 How is economic growth accelerated?
 How is equitable wealth distribution attained?

It is my submission that if the answers to these key questions are negative,
these projects or programmes should be abandoned and replaced with ones that
satisfy these three questions.

Our efforts to pilot Performance Management System in the Public Sector are
also important to ensure taxpayers get value for money by enhancing the
productivity of Civil Servants.

The principles of programme budgeting and value for money, that is
introducing performance audits, should further be extended to Government
support for State-Owned Enterprises.

State-Owned Enterprises were created with the aim to provide more efficient
and more effective service delivery at less cost. Unfortunately, this was only
partially accomplished. As is, the financial performance amongst State-Owned
Enterprises varies widely, with a number still making losses requiring the
support of public finances. This situation, in my opinion, is not sustainable
and goes against our objectives of efficient expenditure.

Mr Speaker, in future, operations of State-Owned Enterprises must be based,
where possible, on the ability to fund activities from their own balance sheets.
Only in cases where State-Owned Enterprises are tasked by Government to
carry out specific programmes, most of the time social programmes with low
returns, can there be a case for intervention by Government.

In either instance, operations should be underwritten by performance
agreements, with clear objectives for improving growth and dividend
payments, and provisions to align State-Owned Enterprises’ remuneration
structures to State-Owned Enterprises’ performance.

We are again strongly encouraging State-Owned Enterprises to borrow on the
domestic market to provide an outlet for local investment while removing or
lessening the burden of lending from Government.
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We should persist in our efforts to improve the financial regulatory framework
and competitive offering of products and services in the financial sector. The
amendments to the enabling legislations and the resultant new Regulations 15
and 28 aim to boost domestic investment. However, these measures need to be
complemented by improvements in Namibia’s general business environment
and competitiveness to make it more attractive and profitable for businesses to
invest locally.

In the context of persisting inequalities, the question of resource distribution is
important to policymakers. Over and above the Budget and the allocation of
public funding, an important policy tool to tackle wealth distribution is
legislation, such as the Transformational Economic and Social Empowerment
legislation, which aims to empower the previously disadvantaged and rural
communities.

Other legislation exists to ensure equity in the labour market, such as the
provision in the Labour Act for minimum wages in employment instances
where exploitation is a potential concern. The process of formulating
redistributive policies must be informed by a critical, cost-benefit analysis in
order to ensure that the common resources continue to be used productively.
Otherwise, policies may result in economic losses.

Specifically, we are in the process of finalising a review of our tax-based
incentives. It seems that some tax-based incentives have missed their target
and do not accommodate the changing economic environment. Therefore, we
should pay more attention to incentives that are based on developmental
criteria supporting small and medium enterprises, broad-based economic
empowerment and locally owned businesses; or consider a reduction of the
overall tax rate, coupled with an effective, simple tax administration. Let us
carefully evaluate the trade-offs between these options and the overall need for
revenue to fund our Budget to ensure that we do not, on the one hand, lose
economic sustainability and, on the other, competitiveness.

Government Fiscal l aims to tackle the inequality of income distribution
through maintaining a progressive individual income tax system and
introducing tax reforms favourable to the poor. In November last year, a new
set of tax brackets and rates for individual income tax became effective,
backdated to March 2009. The tax-free allowance was increased to N$40,000
and the highest earning bracket was increased from 35 to 37%.
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The tax concessions granted in last year’s Budget have been maintained with
no further concessions in this year, as was said by the Minister.

Spending on social sectors has been elevated and the envelope for grants to the
elderly and to orphans and vulnerable children have been increased, as we have
heard.

However, Honourable Speaker, the lives of the poor cannot be improved with
grants alone. Improved access to education and health, more affordable
aliments, a safer environment and job opportunities are essential to help the
more needy members of our society. It is in this sense that it is very clear that
the tabled Budget before the House is pro-poor.

In the course of this Debate, there have been proposals to make a Budget
allocation to the Basic Income Grant. Government continues to invest in social
and productive areas with proven returns and long-term benefits, such as
education, health and infrastructure, whilst ensuring that safety nets are in
place to protect the most vulnerable. Any budgetary allocation to a Basic
Income Grant scheme is for now, in my opinion, not affordable, as was pointed
out by the Right Honourable Prime Minister, Nahas Angula.

In conclusion, we have made remarkable progress over the last twenty years
and we responded effectively to the recent financial and economic crisis. We
have the opportunity to build on this progress in the five years to come.
However, additional financial resources alone are not enough. Improvements
will have to be made in delivery rates and in productivity, and greater efforts
will be required to ensure that the services that we render, indeed reach those
who need them most.

Honourable Speaker, may I thank all those Honourable Members who spoke
before me for supporting the Appropriation Bill for the 2010/2011 Financial
Year and I also thank them for the kind words they had for the team at the
Ministry of Finance. You have a good Budget before you. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Good show. Keep it up. Honourable Festus Ueitele.
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HON UEITELE: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker and
Honourable Members of this august House. Allow me to make use of this
opportunity to shed light on some of the pertinent issues during the 2010/2011
Budget Debate of the Fifth Parliament of the Republic of Namibia. Before I do
so, let me first and foremost congratulate our Honourable Speaker, Comrade
Theo-Ben Gurirab, for being re-elected and entrusted with the responsibility to
steer this august House to deliberate on issues, adopt and implement far-
reaching policies and thereby positively transforming Namibian society and its
economy. We are strongly minded under your leadership to repeal oppressive
and discriminatory laws and in their place to enact fair and humane laws that
will reflect the democratic will of the Namibians.

Honourable Speaker, the Namibian Nation is proud to have a role model of
your calibre. We will thus cherish your achievements during the pre- and post-
Independence eras.

The same goes to the Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Loide Kasingo.
Having a brave and dedicated woman like you in this strategic position is an
advance and declares the achievement of the set agenda of economic
emancipation of the Fifth Parliament, which is our second phase of our
struggle. You will agree that this noble cause is geared towards the gender
mainstreaming and the equitable representation of women in positions of
power, which remains a priority to the SWAPO Party and it is in line with the
SWAPO Party Congress resolution of 2007.

Let me also congratulate His Excellency, the President of the Republic of
Namibia, Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba, who accepted the call of the
Namibian Nation to lead us for the next five years. It is a clear testimony that
the Nation has trust in His Excellency the President and the entire SWAPO
Party.

I will fail in my duty if I do not recognise the strong foundation laid by our
Founding Father, His Excellency Dr Sam Shafiishuna Nujoma during the pre-
and post-Independence eras. I am convinced that the current leaders under the
leadership of His Excellency, Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba, will always tap
from your wisdom in order to lead the Namibian Nation to greater heights.

Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, the tears of happiness is running
from the cheeks of the Namibian Nation for having a loyal and dedicated
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compatriot like you, a woman, for that matter, who availed herself to head one
of the sensitive and also a key Ministry which encompasses the effective and
efficient implementation of the National Development Programme in this
country. I must also congratulate your staff who gave you the necessary
support to fulfil your obligation. Some of your ministerial achievements and
competencies of your staff can be testified to with the promotion of the
Honourable Calle Schlettwein from the position of Permanent Secretary to a
Deputy Minister for the same Ministry. You deserve a round of applause for
this excellent ministerial performance and I hope that all other Ministries and
Agencies will follow the same track.

Honourable Speaker, I must also extend my congratulatory remarks to all
Members of the Fifth Parliament, hoping that we will deliver on the
expectations of the entire Namibian Nation as per the 2009 SWAPO Party
Election Manifesto and the Members of the Opposition Parties are not an
exception of this golden Rule.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, exactly 24 days ago we celebrated
the 20th anniversary of our hard-won Independence. This surely goes hand-in-
hand with the repeatedly renewed mandate of the SWAPO Party to govern this
country. Democracy in Namibia has grown deep roots and this was
demonstrated throughout the years by holding regular free and fair elections in
our country, Namibia. This includes the just-ended Presidential and National
Assembly elections of November 2009, which culminated in the inauguration
of the Fifth Parliament on the 19th of March 2010. As a result, thereof the
SWAPO Party Government is ready and determined to implement the mandate
with renewed vigour and determination in line with the overwhelming support
illustrated by the electorate.

During the Budget Debate, let me remind this Honourable House that the
SWAPO Party Government introduced several measures aimed at enhancing
the micro-economic landscape, reducing poverty and improving the living
standard and living conditions of all Namibians. The compass in this process
will remain the SWAPO Party Election Manifesto, which contains concrete
plans and programmes aimed at improving the living standard of all the
citizens through implementation of the medium and long-term development
programmes, such as the National Development Plan and Vision 2030.
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The Government’s commitment to reduce poverty, create jobs and to facilitate
equitable opportunities for all remains central to Government activities. To
give effect to this commitment, education, health and social welfare have been
prioritised in the public spending. Equally, the productive sector has received
significant budgetary allocations mainly for the development of infrastructure.
The aim is to ensure that economic growth translates into improved
employment creation and betterment of the living conditions. To achieve this,
the SWAPO Party-led Government will continue to invest heavily in the
development of human capital.

This obviously calls for improvement in academic outcomes and an increase in
the skills levels and employability of the Namibian people, more especially the
youth.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, furthermore, our Government has
always been guided by the provisions contained in its various Election
Manifestos to deliver services and social amenities to all our citizens. As a
result, development programmes implemented by the Government and other
public agencies during the past twenty years reached all corners of Namibia
and have impacted positively on the lives of the Namibian citizens. At this
juncture, the SWAPO Party Government ought to be applauded for a job well
done.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I am in support of the inaugural
speech of the Head of State on the 21st of March 2010 and would thus like to
base my speech today on rural development.

Rural development is critical in the development agenda of the SWAPO Party.
It must be noted that the launching of Vision 2030 on the 2nd of June 2004
graduated from a mere policy statement to an actionable plan, which will now
call for pragmatic, coordinated and specific action by all stakeholders with
some institutional framework to support and sustain these actions.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, on the agricultural sector:
Equally, to the abovementioned-concerted efforts, I would like to draw the
attention of the Honourable Minister of Agriculture, Water and Forestry to the
fact that one of our Government’s central objectives is to increase agricultural
productivity, to improve the income of the rural communities in order to uplift
their living standards. It is also a well-known fact that the agricultural sector
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provides a source of livelihood to the majority of the rural people. It is to this
end that the SWAPO Party Government must continue to expand the Green
Scheme efforts and to increase access to basic infrastructure services, such as
rural water supply in communal areas.

Cognisant of the fact that Namibia is a dry country and the continuous efforts
of Government to supply potable water to all the citizens, especially in rural
areas, the Government has over the two decades spent billions of dollars to
achieve its intended goal by way of drilling boreholes. To this effect, 90% of
the boreholes could either not yield enough water or were dry. I would
therefore like to propose to the relevant Ministry to look into the possibility of
a water pipeline from the existing potential water areas, such as Waterberg in
the Otjozondjupa Region, to the most remote areas of Eiseb Blok, Gam and the
whole Kalahari Strip in the eastern part of our country. These are the parts
where most of the drilled boreholes did not yield any water.

Honourable Speaker, the Government is committed to accelerate the land
reform programme in Namibia. To this end, due to the slow pace of land
redistribution during the past twenty years, it is my wish to request the
Honourable Minister of Lands and Resettlement to look into the concept of
small-scale commercial farming units in order to transform the thousands of
hectares of virgin land in some of the areas into productive farming units. This
can relieve the burden on the resettlement programme.

Education remains central to all Government activities. I must at the same
time bring under the attention of this House that despite the remarkable
achievements in the education sector, the community hostels remain a big
challenge. You will agree with me that most of our people in the rural areas
where the community hostels are situated cannot maintain these hostels due to
poverty and the current unemployment rate. Honourable Minister, maybe the
Government could take over those hostels, while the communities take over
those in towns and cities, because I believe those people can afford to do so.
Therefore, I humbly request the Honourable Minister of Education to revisit
the concept of community hostels.

Let me also make use of this opportunity to emphasise the importance of the
vocational training centres in our country. The expansion and construction of
vocational training centres or institutions in all 13 Regions to enhance required
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skills for self-employment and also to meet the labour market demands is
proposed.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I do not want to hide my feelings
and wish to express my joy and appreciation to the SWAPO Party-led
Government for the recent social grant increment of senior citizens and the
orphans and vulnerable groups of our country. However, our senior citizens in
rural areas are faced with hardship of travelling long distances just to collect
their pensions. As a result, thereof and after paying for transport, it leaves
them with little or no money to survive with. I, therefore, appeal to the
Minister of Labour and Social Welfare to look into the possibility of increasing
the pay-points in rural areas as a matter of priority to ensure easy access to
these vital services.

Every Namibian citizen is entitled to national documents. I must draw the
attention of the Honourable Minister of Home Affairs and Immigration to the
fact that during the Presidential and National Assembly elections some of the
electorates in the area of Eiseb Blok within Omaheke Region could not register
and cast their votes due to lack of national documents. It must be noted that the
residents of Eiseb Blok are crying for their national documents, but their
efforts to obtain these vital documents have been all in vain for the past five
years. It is imperative to look into this matter and speed up the process for
these citizens to acquire their national documents and thus register and
participate during the upcoming Regional Council and Local Authority
elections.

I am of the opinion that during the past two decades we as Namibians have
demonstrated that our goals are achievable. Now that we have achieved the
goal of nation building through the SWAPO Party Government, the second
phase of our economic emancipation can equally be achieved.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I would, therefore, like this august
House to put greater emphasis on the issue of service delivery and that the
SWAPO Party Government will continue to devote a greater amount of public
resources to the goal of meeting the social needs of our people.

In conclusion, I am convinced that the SWAPO Party Government, with the
approach of pro-poor budgeting and fiscal consolidation, will continue to
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operate and to chart the course towards achieving the objective of the Third
National Development Plan (NDP3) and eventually, Vision 2030.

Honourable Speaker, I therefore support the Appropriation Bill and I thank
you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Member and I now call on Ms
Agnes Tjongarero.

HON A TJONGARERO: Honourable Speaker, allow me to congratulate you
on your re-election as Speaker of this august House. I also congratulate the
Honourable Deputy Speaker, Comrade Loide Kasingo.

Allow me also to congratulate the President of the SWAPO Party and the
President of the Republic of Namibia, His Excellency Comrade Hifikepunye
Pohamba, on his overwhelming victory. I want to take this opportunity to
thank President Hifikepunye Pohamba for according me the chance to serve
the Namibian Nation as a Member of Parliament. I promise to perform the
duties assigned to me to the best of my abilities.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is a fact that the future of any
nation is with the youth. It is thus expected from the Government of the day to
take good care of the youth. Any Nation needs healthy, well-disciplined and
educated youth. These are the attributes one finds in sport. Our national
federations need well-trained coaches in all thirteen Regions of our country
and we need even more coaches and classifiers in the sport for people with
disabilities. It is sad to know that there is only one qualified coach for all
athletes with disabilities in the whole of Namibia. Namibian athletes with
disabilities are taken to South Africa to be classified.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, sport is a powerful tool if we want
to teach our youth to become well-disciplined leaders, full of self-confidence
and very much focussed on the positive aspects of life. Through sport, we can
empower them to be self-reliant and if they can perform well, they can make a
living from sport and can support their families. They can become employers
and create jobs for others. We have a good example in Frank Fredericks.
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Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I think we have to pull forces
together with the Minister of Youth, National Service, Sport and Culture,
Comrade Kazenambo Kazenambo, to see how we can address some of the
burning issues in sport. Namibia, with the population of two million plus
people, has fifty-plus different sport codes. I suggest that we look into
restructuring the sport codes, so that those, which are practised by family
members, are not allowed to claim national status.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the Honourable Minister of
Finance allocated a reasonable sum of money to the Ministry of Youth,
National Service, Sports and Culture and I would like to take this opportunity
to thank the Honourable Minister Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila for the
allocation. However, the sport fraternity in Namibia has a huge backlog in
terms of qualified coaches, administrators, technical and medical staff, and
qualified classifiers. The Government alone will not be able to do everything,
other stakeholders are needed to come on board, but it is only some who
contribute to sport. I want to take this opportunity to thank institutions like
MTC, Bank Windhoek, First National Bank, Leo and a few others for
supporting sport. It costs N$1,5 million to develop one athlete to the level of a
gold medal and it costs N$500,000 to take a team sport, like soccer, if they are
to compete in Africa. If it is overseas, it is triple that amount.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I am aware that funds are needed
at all levels and more for development and job creation. I also know that the
Government yearly gives out a lot of money on tenders. I suggest that a small
percentage, still to be calculated, be taken from all successful Government
tenders and put into the Sport Fund. With that money we can buy very much
needed sport equipment, like wheelchairs for competitions for our athletes with
disabilities, and we can prepare our athletes properly. Let us help our athletes
to bring the necessary Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals from all international
competitions.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is also true that not all youth are
involved in sport, a fact which is regrettable. There is a growing problem and
it is alcohol and drug abuse. I am aware that we as a Nation want to build a
healthy, strong and sober-minded Nation, but alcohol and drugs are eroding the
very young fibre of our youth. We as a Nation have the obligation to assist
our law-enforcing agencies to fight against alcohol and drug abuse.
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Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the Ministry of Health and Social
Services has built many health facilities and has renovated others. Well done,
Comrade Minister. My concern is about basic health care services. “Nurse”
means to feed, to take care, to look after and to cure. I do not understand why,
when a patient is admitted to our hospitals, the relatives and families of the
patients go and feed the patients, wash the patients and give all the necessary
care to the patients. Some even take leave from their work to care for the
patients who are in hospitals. The question is what happened to basic nursing
care? Why is it that if those same nurses go to private hospitals, they do the
necessary basic nursing care? What prevents them from doing the same in
State facilities? What happens if the patients do not have anybody to come and
render the basic service? Some of our nurses even went so far to speak English
to the very elderly and even very young who do not understand English and get
agitated if those ones do not respond.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, in conclusion, it is not all nurses
who do not do basic patient care, there are still some who give the necessary
basic patient care, but they are becoming fewer by the day. My suggestion is
that we revisit the training of nurses. Nursing, as much as it is a profession, is
actually a calling. The nurse is present at birth and it is the nurse who is
present at death.

With these remarks, I support the Bill and I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Member. We shall certainly bear
in mind some of the things, which are within our reach as lawmakers and
policymakers to address. Welcome back, Honourable Shixwameni.

HON SHIXWAMENI: Thank you, Honourable Speaker, for giving me the
Floor. I must indicate that I have already sent my congratulations through the
Deputy Speaker during your absence from the House, but once again,
congratulations for being elected as Speaker as the House.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members I rise in humility to make a small
contribution to the 2010/2011 Second Reading Budget Debate. I will in my
contribution focus on the issues of poverty, unemployment, just wealth
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redistribution and political tolerance. However, before I get into my speech, I
have a piece of free advice to the cheerleaders and praise-singers in the House,
namely that, as a student of historical and dialectical materialism, you never
use the word “never” in politics, nor in life, because the only thing that is
permanent in life is change. To this I will draw the attention of the House,
particularly the praise-singers, that : “where is Kaunda and his UNIP today?”
They used to say, “forever in power”, but today he is a footnote in the political
history. Where are Kamuzu Banda and his Congress Party? Today they
remain footnotes in the history of Malawi. Where are Daniel Arab Moi and his
KANU? They remain a footnote in the history. The same with our neighbour,
Mobutu Sese-Seko Today he is not remembered, he had to be buried
somewhere in exile and we can go on and on, but the fact is that we need a
basic understanding of historical and dialectical materialism in order to get an
understanding of life.

Therefore, be careful of fooling yourselves that everything lasts forever,
because even the Roman Empire that was thought to be so powerful during its
days, came to an end and today the Roman Empire is no more.

Let me hasten to say that our purpose for coming to this House is to be able to
make constructive and positive contributions to the governance of this country
and to keep a watchful eye on the Executive as a Legislator in terms of the
implementation of Government programmes. We as the APP are ready to offer
constructive criticism and advice to those in the Executive who want and are
prepared to listen in order for our country to move forward. We are here as the
APP to speak without fear or hesitation for the poor, the unemployed and the
working class in our society. We are here to push for the speedy solution to
the challenges and problems confronting our Nation. We are here to speak and
advocate for the fast and radical fundamental transformation of our society and
the just and fair distribution of our country’s wealth to benefit all and not a
few, as the current situation is.

Since the Budget in our current Parliamentary system cannot be changed on
the Floor once it has been tabled, as has happened over the past 20 years, I will
only limit myself to pointing out some areas where there are inadequacies in
the Budget. I hope and trust that one day in the not too distant future we will
have a way of how the Budget can be discussed as a collective resource of all
Namibians, so that every Namibian can make an input to the Budget, so that
we are able to produce a Budget that is pro-all-Namibians. W shall support the
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Budget and give you the benefit of the doubt in as far as the implementation.
We also hope that money will not find its way into the pockets of corrupt
officials and their friends. However, Honourable Minister of Finance, we give
you the benefit of the doubt that the money so budgeted for both in the Budget
now and in the Medium Term Expenditure Framework programme will not
find its way to corrupt individuals in our society.

I will only limit myself to pointing out some of the gaps that need to be filled
in.

We know that the majority of our people live in rural areas. The Budget for
the this Vote, we strongly feel, is inadequate and needs beefing up in the next
Budgets to come.

We strongly feel, as has been clearly and well-articulated by Honourable
Tjongarero, that once again the majority of our people in this country are
youth, which are said to be more than 65%. Hence we feel strongly that this
Budget needs topping up in the years to come and needs careful consideration
and attention which it deserves. Government needs to spend more money on
sports. I have spoken to the officials at the NFA and they are saying the
Budget that they actually require to conduct soccer in this country would run at
almost about N$200 million. We therefore need to find ways and means of
how to generate this money so that the more than nine thousand kids that are
practising soccer in this country are able to practise sport. We need more
money to spend on boxing, so that the young people are able to travel abroad
and participate in competitions.

Foreign companies, and in particular South African companies, are making
millions and millions of Namibian Dollars out of our people, but they reserve
lucrative sponsorships or social responsibility programmes, especially on the
sporting front to activities in South Africa only. We are proposing that
Government takes these companies to task. In fact, it is time for Government
to stop talking start doing. We believe and propose that Government
establishes a social responsibility audit commission to investigate and audit all
private companies with regard to how serious they are taking their social
responsibility towards their workers and the communities within which they
operate.



227

14 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON SHIXWAMENI

The need for decent shelter is of great importance and the allocation to it is just
meagre for me. The allocation to the informal settlements and the elimination
of the single quarters is little. Twenty years after independence the single
quarters, which represent the contract labour system, are still in existence in
this country. I think it is for all of us to resolve that the single quarters must be
made a thing of the past. Those people who live there also deserve decent
living conditions and I will speak more on this in my Motion on
accommodation and transportation of workers.

Honourable Speaker, according to the latest statistics close to 60% of our
population live on one dollar per day and it is important that we put in all
efforts to roll back the frontiers of poverty. It does not help that we increase
pensions and increase the social grants with N$30, what we need to do is to
devise strategies and look at viable anti-poverty strategies. I hope that we as a
Nation, across the whole political spectrum, would be able to discuss this issue
and be able to come up with a solution. However, but as for now, we think
that increasing the pensions with N$50 and the social grants with N$30 is
completely inadequate. We would propose and appeal to the Minister of
Finance that in the years to come we really consider doubling the amounts for
pensions and social grants.

However, we are also mindful of the opinion that we need to make sure that
poverty needs to be fought nail and tooth and thus we are proposing that as a
better way of alleviating poverty, we consider the introduction of a Basic Poor
Household Income Grant, as proposed by our Party in its political programme
or alternatively, the Bishop Kameeta Basic Income Grant, as direct ways of
tackling poverty head-on.

Honourable Speaker, having said the above, I hasten again to say that indeed as
we enter the third decade of our Independence, what is needed is action, action
and once again more and more action from all institutions of the State and the
private sector. We in APP would like to see active interventionist
developmental State machinery on both the social and economic front. Mark
my words that Government will not be judged by its words or the manifesto.
My Cuban professor, Hernandez, used to say: “Do not judge a Political Party
by what is written in its constitution or political programme, but by the action
it takes to impact positively on the livelihood of our people and whether the
State is able to help improve their socio-economic situation for the better for
the people”.
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We know that contrary to the praise singing and cheerleading in this House,
the truth and reality on the ground is completely different. The situation on the
ground remains as follows:

Firstly, Namibia, whether we like it or not, remains the most unequal country
in the world in terms of income distribution and the gap between the rich and
poor has continued to widen in the post-Independence. This is clearly
illustrated by the fact that whilst at Independence the wealth was only
concentrated in the hands of 7% of the population, recent statistics now show
that our wealth is now only concentrated in the hands of about a handful 10%,
which is a very insignificant increase of barely 3% since 1990. Wealth
concentration and ownership have thus not changed hands or been widely
spread in almost 20 years.

You might have noted yourselves in the Annual Report of 2008 of the
Employment Equity Commission that it clearly shows that what has happened
over the past twenty years is that the former advantaged have seized the
economy and they said, “You take the politics and make noise”. Therefore, we
need to get to the bottom-line of change and that is to conquer economic power
in order for our people to be more empowered.

We can thus confidently conclude that what we have had for the past twenty
years is the creation and growth of parasitic elite, which have joined the
previously advantaged in the further plunder, and exploitation of our natural
resources and wealth.

All so much, talk about BEE and empowerment schemes. We need to revisit
this Black Economic Empowerment policy that benefits only a handful and
other self-enrichment schemes. We propose that Government legislate, like in
Zimbabwe – for the surrender of at least 45% shareholding to Namibians. This
share must then be given to community and workers’ trusts and other
deserving previously disadvantaged groups.

We say we will give credit where credit is due and I appreciate that
Government has taken the step of creating Epangelo Mining, following in the
footsteps of FishCor. That is what Government needs to do, because we need
to get hold of the natural resources of this country. We need to participate as a
State, we need to participate as a workers’ trust, we need to participate as a
community trust and I hope Government, after the shouts around here, have
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gone to rest, will be able to ponder on this matter, that the economy which
remains in the hands of the previously advantaged should be addressed as a
matter of priority so that our people can indeed get hold of the economy.

I can tell you that at the pace of our current development, where in twenty
years you have created only an additional 3% of the people to be co-owners of
our resources, we will take almost 267 years to get the wealth of this country
into the hands of the people. This is a slow pace and we say that gradualism
must end now. It is time for radical action, and it is time for fundamental
transformation of the economy of our society. We cannot continue to be just
the regulators and the workers in our own country whilst the benefits are
enjoyed by the previously advantaged and their foreign quislings. We are
saying if we have to get the wealth to 40% of the population, we need to grow
the people that are empowered by 12% per year if we are to meet the target as
set out in Vision 2030. What it all tells us is that we need to leapfrog and
radically transform the economy. We cannot stand by while the fruits of our
natural resources and wealth are being enjoyed by other people and by foreign
companies whilst we ourselves are languishing in poverty and unemployment.

The situation also clearly shows that we, over the past twenty years, have not
tackled unemployment at all. Government might have tried but unfortunately,
unemployment has been steadily growing, as testified by the fact that whilst at
independence unemployment was estimated to be at about between 20 to 23%,
the 1997 labour survey confirmed unemployment to be at about 35% and the
census of 2001 also confirmed that the statistics and now, according to the
Labour Force Survey which has been concluded, we have an unemployment
rate of an alarming 51%. We cannot keep on ignoring these damning statistics.
I have not seen a Nation that ignores its own statistics. The question that we
ask next is: Why do we commission reports, why do we commission studies if
we cannot use the statistics and findings in those reports to better plan and to
better correct the ills afflicting our society. Once again, we need to do
something to bring down unemployment to a single digit. Watch yourselves,
be careful, because a hungry man is an angry man and I can tell you if we sit
on the unemployment rate the way that it is, when the time-bomb of
unemployment explodes, you will not be sitting there as Deputy Minister, you
will not be sitting there as Prime Minister, it will affect all of us and some with
small hearts might even end up running away from the country to live in exile.



230

14 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON SHIXWAMENI

One thus seriously wonders, when you look at all these statistics, what
happened to the promises of employment creation over the years and further
doubts whether the current promises will ever materialise at all. In the
elections of 1999 there was a promise of 50,000 jobs that were going to be
created. I do not know whether these jobs were created because the statistics
are contradicting that there have been such big numbers of employment created
over the years.

The sprawling informal settlements around our towns and the growing amount
of people sleeping under bridges and trees is yet another proof of the dire need
to take drastic action to address the housing crisis facing our Nation. It is not a
joke but a serious situation. Even cheerleaders and their praise singers cannot
deny this because it is so obvious. What you see in the northwestern parts of
our beautiful City of Windhoek is indeed very shameful. If you go to
Okahandja Park, if you go to Kilimanjaro or Havana, the situation there is
unbearable. People do not have toilets, they have to walk all the way into the
fields to relieve them and, indeed, me invite Honourable Muneputo to one day
go there. We cannot afford this shameful situation. It is a moral affront to our
people that in a rich country such as Namibia we can have poor people living
in such situations.

This situation is replicated throughout Namibia, whether you go to
Grootfontein, Tsumeb or the so-called Democratic Resettled Community in
Swakopmund, the conditions remain the same. It is not that Government is to
blame, but we must make collective efforts, the Government, the whole State
machinery plus the private sector, to make sure that this question does not
continue to deteriorate. We are supporting the Shack Dwellers Association,
but they are only building shacks. Is that the situation in which we would like
our people to live in? I guess the Honourable Jerry Ekandjo will say “no, that
is not what we fought for”. Since you are the Minister responsible for Local
Government and Housing, I hope you will take steps and make a commitment
to ensure that the squatter camps are erased and we build decent and affordable
housing for all these people.

I very carefully looked at the Budget and I see that the National Housing
Enterprise would be building 1,200 houses per annum during the Medium
Term Expenditure Framework period. We are saying that is not going to solve
the housing crisis that our country is facing, we need to make combined
efforts, because at that rate, we would only have built 24 000 houses over the
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next twenty years. We are to eliminate the housing backlog, we would need to
build 50,000 houses per annum, that is between the State institutions and the
private sector, in order to ensure that the housing crisis is eliminated.
However, I will speak more about that in my motivation on the Budget.

As a Nation we are thus collectively faced with the fundamental twin problems
of poverty, unemployment and in some cases, under-employment. At the
centre of all this lies the fundamental issue of unjust and inequitable wealth
distribution.

Government must wholly accept the responsibility for the most vulnerable in
our society as well as the responsibility for rampant unemployment and
poverty.

We need to make sure as a State that every Namibian man, woman and child in
the country has enough to eat, traditional leaders keep out the rain and to dress
appropriately to be able to appear in public without shame. We must all times
remember that the misfortune of being poor – which some people laugh at in
fact in this society, because it is a society that basically lost its heart and
empathy and when you are in problems, people laugh at you – but we must
remember that the misfortune of being poor, unemployed and being unable to
support oneself or one’s family could befall anyone of us at one or the other
time. These are serious matters that we are talking about and as legislators, I
hope we will be able to find each other, to understand each other so that we can
build for the good of Namibia and not for the good of a few people.

I must say that just as well as we in our Constitution embrace a free market
economy, I must say that an effective free market economy indeed needs a
strong welfare State, just as it needs State or public education. There is this
talk of public education, State schools, but the most vulnerable in our society
needs the shoulder of the State to be able to cry on and unless we turn the
economy around, we shall remain workers in our own land.

We ought in this beautiful country of us not to have many people who are
otherwise destitute and struggle day in and day out, night in and night out for
basic survival, given our country’s natural wealth and given the fact that the
figures population-wise are completely in our favour. It gives us a bonus that
if we are determined, if we have the political will, this country could be a
country of promise, the country of milk and honey for all Namibian people.
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As a Nation, we ought to spend dollar for dollar on the most vulnerable in our
society and stop spending taxpayers’ money on luxuries for the Executive and
the elite.

The creation of greedy, selfish elite in our society should be discouraged.
These elite are involved in the most horrendous corruption cases in this and we
need to make sure that corruption is stopped in its tracks.

Coming to defence, I must of course congratulate our men and women in
uniform for the work that they do and I hope that they are indeed capable and
ready and more than prepared to confront the challenges that might face us.
However, during peacetime soldiers must not stay in the barracks, we must
find something they can do productively so that they are able to produce, most
probably not like the prisoners, but soldiers should be productive during
peacetime and produce their own food to feed the military in the barracks.
Nevertheless, I congratulate you for doing a splendid job, I see the renovations
being done at the military bases and I see that discipline has improved, because
in some cases we used to find soldiers drunk in uniforms that are not even
clean and well ironed. However, now you can see that discipline is starting to
return.

I feel very much hurt when I see a man or woman in uniform at a Shebeen. I
feel ashamed when I see a man or woman in uniform abusing the uniform,
because the uniform is a national symbol that must be respected and I hope that
you will keep up the good work.

Further, on Defence, I am also looking at how to transform the Windhoek
Maschinenfabrik. I see that they are producing good armoured vehicles, but in
my mind, I am wondering whether we cannot establish a sideline for the
production of a Namibian made vehicle for civilian purposes. We could call
that the “Nampoor”, the poor of Namibia. I hope the Minister and his staff will
be thinking along these lines so that apart from exporting armoured vehicles,
we would probably one day be able to produce a car that is Namibian made
that we can be proud of, which can even rival the safety records of the Volvo.

Coming to the Public Service, I would like to say that it is time that senior
Public Servants at management level and so-called special advisors are taken
to task as far as their public duties are concerned. These Civil Servants
become politicians at night and become businesspersons. This is a serious



233

14 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON SHIXWAMENI

concern to many in our society. One wonders as to what time they spend on
their public duties as opposed to their multiple private business interests, which
have turned many of them, if not most of them, into millionaires. I am sure
you will find out that your own Permanent Secretary or Deputy Permanent
Secretary or Directors are wealthier than you are, but you are the one who has
to instruct him to do the job. The Public Servants are making millions in this
country whilst they are fully employed in offices and you wonder when and
how they share this time between their public duties and their variety of
business interests.

We also say this because these Public Servants are in most cases also involved
in the intimidation of political opponents. They abuse their offices and I hope
you will take them to task, Prime Minister, that public servants adhere to the
Public Service Act. I would suggest that some, if not all of them be given a
choice of either working in the Public Service or to attend to their private
businesses in full. This will help open up job opportunities for other deserving
individuals who want to work in the Public Service. We cannot keep people
that have ten jobs in the Public Service, they need to be given the choice that
they are with either the Public Service or their private business interests.

We also propose in this regard that a person be limited to serve on a maximum
of only three Boards of Directors of State-Owned Enterprises in order to allow
them to focus on their duties for which they are employed and paid for by the
taxpayer. I hope Permanent Secretaries and their Deputies will be cautioned
for the regular violation of the non-political participation clause as per the
Public Service Act.

On political tolerance, it is our hope that all Namibian Political Parties, their
members, sympathisers and supporters shall conduct themselves in a politically
tolerant and mature way at all times. We need not to shout and insult each
other as if we are in a “who can shout, accused and insult best competition.”

Let us remain focused on the issues that can build our Nation and develop our
people. Let us be in the business of teach one, teach the other to teach others.
Violence is archaic and barbaric and belongs to the Stone Age. My advice is
for all of us to learn to listen to each other. Listen to the person’s whole story
and show appreciation and understanding. Let us accommodate each other’s
voices, ideas and opinions if we are to build a prosperous, just and equal
society. We may belong to different Political Parties, but our interest is one –
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the welfare and prosperity of all Namibians. Let us all work towards creating
equal opportunities for all our children, their grandchildren and grand-
grandchildren so that one day they will all be proud of us as leaders.

Please take the venom of hatred and insults out of Namibian politics and let us
all work together in our political and ideological diversity!

Lastly, to my Honourable Colleagues of Parliament who are Members of the
Executive, I urge you not to be crying leaders, but to be bold and take action
all issues and problems facing our Nation. If you cry on the Floor of this
House, to whom are the poor people in Okahandja Park, Havana, Babylon
Kilimanjaro going to cry to? People are looking at you to lead this Nation.
The poor and working masses expect nothing else from you but action and
deeds. I wish you all the best in your respective portfolios and I rest my case,
Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned under automatic
adjournment until tomorrow afternoon, 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:45 UNTIL 2010.04.15AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Any Notice of Questions? Notice of
Motions? Any Ministerial Statements? Honourable Minister of Finance.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Speaker, Honourable
Members, I just rise to share with the House the information that on the 22
April 2010, our country will host a meeting for the SACU Heads of State and
Government that aims at providing a platform for our Heads of States and
Governments to deliberate on the issues that are facing SACU, especially in
the light of the new development in the Region and in the global economy and
to give strategic direction to SACU as a regional body for integration for our
Region. It is expected that our Heads of State would approve a vision and
mission for SACU that would guide SACU in advancing our economies and
the economy of our Region, especially in the current environment where the
global economy is evolving very fast.

This year we are also witnessing the attainment of 100 years of existence of
SACU and SACU has organised commemorative activities for its centenary
birthday and I wish to extend an invitation to the Honourable Members of the
House to participate in the commemorative activities for the 100 years of the
existence of SACU by joining the President and Members of the Executive as
well as the other Member States of SACU at the site of the new SACU
Secretariat Headquarters where our Heads of State are going to unveil a plaque
in order to mark the 100 years of existence of SACU. I would also like to
extend an invitation to the Honourable Members of the House to attend the
opening ceremony for the meeting of Heads of States and Government that is
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to take place on the 22nd of April. Letters of invitation would be issued to all
of us from the Secretariat of SACU and I just wanted to share this information
with the Members of the House in case they have not received these invitations
and through the House, to the members of the public, that we will host this
most important meeting in our country. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: The Secretary will read the First Order of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF THE DEBATE ON THE SECOND READING
APPROPRIATION BILL

HON SPEAKER: When this Debate was adjourned on Wednesday, 14
April 2010, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion by the
Honourable Minister of Finance, that the Bill be read a Second Time. Any
further discussion? Honourable Beukes.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT:
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I want to start my contribution by
congratulating the SWAPO Party for obtaining the decisive electoral mandate
last year. I want to congratulate the Speaker and Deputy Speaker as leaders of
this august House and to my Colleagues, the Members of Parliament, for the
trust bestowed upon us to be lawmakers. I want to congratulate my Comrades
who have been entrusted with Cabinet portfolios by His Excellency President
Hifikepunye Pohamba and I want to conclude by wishing all of you strength
and wisdom to execute duties assigned to us to the best of our abilities.

During this contribution, I want to salute our learned and skilful Minister of
Finance, Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, for the innovative ways
in which she has presented a post-economic recession, national Budget
responsive to the needs of the people in line with our national development
plans. The past year we have seen the global economy enter a period of crisis
unprecedented in recent decades. Although Namibia, linked by a currency
agreement to South Africa, has not been affected to the extent that a number of
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other countries have, some of its effects are now clearly being seen in our
economy.

The architects of our Constitution, the founding fathers and mothers of our
Republic, were encouraged by the vision of an inclusive society, a Namibia
that belongs to all, a Nation united in its diversity, a people working together
for the greater good of all. The SWAPO Party remains truthful to the motto of
our liberation struggle – “One Namibia, One Nation”.

Honourable Members, our Nation has over the past 20 years gone through very
challenging times in our quest to redress the imbalances of apartheid policies,
but we also need to pay tribute to those who have paved the way for us. Today
we have a strong and fully functional constitutional democratic system with
solid national institutions that help us to overcome difficulties smoothly and
with dignity. For this inheritance, I want to acknowledge the heroic role of His
Excellency Dr Sam Shafiishuna Nujoma, the Founding President and Father of
the Namibian Nation who stood firm while others wavered.

For the continuation of peace and manifold developments taking place, I want
to salute and acknowledge His Excellency Hifikepunye Pohamba for the firm
and visionary leadership he is providing to our Nation and wish to congratulate
him for victory at the presidential polls for the second time in a row.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, as you would be aware, the fight
against poverty remains the cornerstone of our Government’s focus. On the
21st of March 1990, SWAPO entered into an agreement with posterity and
made a commitment to our people and the world that: For as long as there are
Namibians who die from preventable disease; for as long as there are workers
who struggle to feed their families and who battle to find work; for as long as
there are communities without clean water, decent shelter and proper
sanitation; for as long as there are rural dwellers unable to make a decent living
from the land on which they live; for as long as there are women who are
subjected to discrimination, exploitation or abuse; for as long as there are
children who do not have the means, nor the opportunity to receive a decent
education; we shall not rest and we dare not falter in our drive to eradicate
poverty.

Local and Regional Authorities can play a role in the advancement of both
youth employment and youth economic empowerment. Local Authorities are
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continuing to create infrastructure, such as incubation centres and small trading
markets that allow small business to operate from. Perhaps such markets
should not be left for those who can afford rental fees only, but special
provision or a grace period should be given to young entrepreneurs who cannot
afford the rental fees.

Furthermore, authorities should come up with ways on how to deliberately
enable young people to benefit from economic activities at regional and local
levels. For instance, they can give preference to companies owned by young
people or give tenders to companies in which young people have ownership.

With the budgetary allocation made in the Budget of 2010/2011, Government
is striving to ensure that Local Authorities are able to deliver services
effectively and efficiently to their communities.

We are here on tickets of different Political Parties, but I want to encourage all
of us to be guided by national interest. The people out there have many
expectations from us and the Appropriation Bill is the appropriate instrument
for service delivery to our people. We in the SWAPO Party will continue to be
faithful to the 2009 SWAPO Party Election Manifesto, our social contract with
the electorate, and I am so thankful for the many positive and responsive
elements I have read in the just tabled national Budget.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, since 1990 we have sought to
create a united cohesive society out of our fragmented past. I am calling upon
all Members of the Fifth Parliament to continue the noble mission of nation
building, of promoting unity in diversity and to develop a shared value system,
based on the spirit of community solidarity and a caring society.

With these loaded words, I wish to put on record my support for the 2010
Appropriation Bill and look forward to making more contributions in the next
reading phase. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Stanley Simataa.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY: Thank you very much, Honourable
Speaker, Honourable Members. I deliberately coined my maiden speech in
favour of ICT because I intend to add my own small voice to those who have
called for our Nation to take full advantage of the potential of ICT in spurring
our Nation’s efforts to transform into a knowledge-based economy. However,
before I do that, allow me to make general comments on certain components of
the 2010/2011 Budget as presented in this august House.

Before I do that, Honourable Speaker, let me join those who spoke before me
to congratulate you and the Deputy Speaker for your re-election and election as
stewards of this august House. In the same vein, let me also add my
congratulations to His Excellency President Hifikepunye Pohamba, President
of the Republic of Namibia, for his resounding re-election as President of our
country. It is with humility that I would like to express my sincere gratitude to
His Excellency the President, for his confidence and belief in assigning me
with such huge responsibilities. I pledge to you, Comrade President and I also
pledge to the Namibian Nation that I will do my utmost best to vindicate this
gesture.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, progressive people of this country
deserve to be commended for having voted wisely in having renewed the
SWAPO Party’s mandate to continue governing our country for the next five
years. The renewed mandate is a clear testimony that Namibians from all,
walks of life have always believed and will continue to believe in the SWAPO
Party’s ability to deliver on its promises. Those who for reasons best known to
themselves continue to doubt the Party’s ability to deliver, are reminded – as
Comrade Mutorwa did last week – of the historical fact that the SWAPO Party
worked tirelessly to usher in freedom and Independence to this country. It is
indeed successive SWAPO Party Governments, under the able and durable
leadership of the Founding President and the current President, that have
brought and continue to bring about meaningful development in this country.

Comrade Speaker, may I remind those doubting that developing a country is a
process that has never been achieved and will never be achieved in 20 years. I
have perused the Guinness Book of Records and I did not come across any
country in this world that holds the indelible record of having achieved its
developmental objectives in 20 years – not even America.
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Comparatively speaking, Comrade Speaker, our country has in 20 years of its
existence as an independent and sovereign Republic, achieved more than what
others have over a much longer period. As Namibians, we should be proud of
these achievements. Of course, in saying this, I am not suggesting that we
should be complacent, for there is a lot more still to be done.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, it is for this very reason that in
joining the league of Parliamentarians, I am looking forward to transformed
non-bi-partisan Debates in this august House. We owe it to our people to
consider national issues placed before us on their merits without such issues
being clouded by our own political inclinations. Indeed, as a new entrant to
Parliament, I cherish the day when Opposition Parties represented in this
House will undergo total transformation, where their focus and preoccupation
is not simply geared towards the often traditional endemic condemnation of
Government, but will be fixated on two things and two things only: One,
acknowledging laudable achievements in instances when such commendations
are due and secondly, offering credible and well-researched alternatives that
are of substance in our quest to offer better and timely services to our people.

I, therefore, commend my Colleague, Honourable Maamberua, and also to a
certain extent, Honourable Shixwameni and maybe to an extent, Honourable
Ulenga, for making the first bold steps in this direction and hoping that others,
including those who are not here, will follow suit.

Comrade Speaker, the SWAPO Party has over the years proven a mature Party
that is not allergic to constructive ideas. Equally, the SWAPO Party has
proven resolute in its opposition to archaic, divisive and retrogressive ideas
over the years.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, coming back to the Budget, it would
be unjust if I were not to join the chorus of those who have commended the
Honourable Minister of Finance and her staff for developing and presenting a
Budget that in all material respects addresses the key imperatives of
stimulating the growth of our economy and addressing the pressing need for
job creation, while responding to social national obligations as reflected in the
SWAPO Party Manifesto. It was certainly not an easy task to create this
Financial Year’s Budget, more so against the backdrop of a global economic
crisis and contracting SACU revenues. Increased budgetary allocations to the
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Ministry of Youth, National Service, Sports and Culture, allocations to the
Development Bank of Namibia, public tender reforms initiated, in my view all
have the potential to address pervasive unemployment particularly amongst our
youth. All that remains to be done, Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members,
is for our youth and aspiring entrepreneurs to take full advantage of the
opportunities provided and join the mainstream of productive activities. It is,
however, in my view not sufficient to create business opportunities without
developing support systems that will guarantee the success of emerging
entrepreneurs.

Comrade Speaker, in an attempt to address the current unemployment rate,
may I suggest that employment organisation, including Government, should
seriously consider relaxing existing work experience requirements, particularly
in the case of entry positions. New graduates are now severely hampered by
lack of experience in their employment seeking efforts. I am convinced that if
we were to disaggregate the current unemployment statistics, a good portion
thereof would fall in the category of the educated unemployed, partly not only
because of the mismatch between academic or training offerings and what is
needed by Industry, as alluded to by earlier speakers, but also because of the
seemingly high premium placed on experience. From my own experience,
there is only way of amassing experience and that is through exposure.

Of course, my intervention, Comrade Speaker, would be incomplete if I were
not to comment on education – the fore-bearer of all professions and, of
course, the career launch pad for many of us in this august House.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, as the Right Honourable Prime
Minister pointed out in his intervention last week, investment in education and
training is the only guarantee our Nation has to realise the objectives of Vision
2010. Our competitiveness on the global competitive index continues to be
constrained by inadequate skills. It is only through sustained investment in
education and training that we will be able to produce the requisite human
capital our Nation need for its transition to a knowledge-based economy.
Funds earmarked in the Budget for the construction of teacher housing,
particularly in rural areas, if successfully implemented, will in my view
provide the missing prerequisite for the sub-sector’s efforts to realise the
elusive equitable distribution of human resources, in my view the anecdote to
our quest to achieve equity in terms of educational outcomes.
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However, equitable distribution of human resources alone will not yield the
desired results if we do not adopt a zero tolerance to managers of poor
performing schools. There is merit in carefully selecting and recruiting school
managers and in requiring such managers to undergo a management
development programme. Such a programme has already been mooted by the
University of Namibia and it will greatly assist those in management positions
to be better prepared in executing their daunting tasks.

Comrade Speaker, the Budget’s sustained focus on rural development is highly
appreciated. Developing rural areas where the majority of our people live is
the only legitimate insurance we as a Nation have to stem the current exodus of
our nationals from rural to urban areas. Certainly, our poverty alleviation
efforts will come to naught if we do not accelerate the implementation of
planned development programmes in rural areas.

The current skewed provision of electricity in our rural villages and settlements
that are in close proximity to the electricity grid must be addressed as a matter
of priority. To me it makes sense to have such villages and settlements
connected first before contemplating to extend the grid further. I fully
subscribe to the sentiments expressed by His Excellency when addressing the
first Cabinet meeting and in the same spirit submit that we should avoid
creating pockets of prosperity juxtaposed with islands of underdevelopment.
What laudable explanation shall we provide to the masses left out?
Honourable Members without electricity the ICT sector that I am now
privileged to be associated with, will not achieve its objective of expanding
existing ICT infrastructure in our rural areas.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, the increased budgetary allocation to
Safety and Security is noted with appreciation. Allow me to pay tribute to the
former Minister of Safety and Security, Comrade Dr Nickey Iyambo for his
commendable efforts in addressing the long-standing plight of the Namibian
Police and Prison Services. In the same vein, I have no doubt that Comrades
Mbumba and Uutoni will continue to build on this solid foundation.

Comrade Speaker, during the Easter holidays I had the unpalatable experience
of witnessing how the Policeemergency services in the Caprivi Region
struggled to get the body of a former student of mine out of a wreck. As I
stood at the scene, pondering on what could have been done, it dawned on me
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that the emergency team was ill-equipped for the task at hand. On my return to
Windhoek, I was perturbed to establish that out of the 13 Regional Police
establishments, only four, namely Ohangwena, Oshana, Kavango and Khomas,
had vehicles equipped with emergency equipment. Even in the vast Regions
where these emergency vehicles are, one vehicle remains grossly inadequate.
Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I am sure you will agree with me
that, resources permitting, this situation should be addressed as a matter of
priority.

I believe that this is where Namibian businesses, not only the MVA, can play
their corporate social responsibility by coming to the aid of our Police in
acquiring the most basic emergency equipment, such as the “jaws of life”.
Although God gives and takes when it comes to life, I am convinced that there
are instances when the lives of some of those who perish in road accidents
could be saved if our emergency teams were better equipped.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, it is now an established fact that
Information and Communication Technology has direct impact on the
economic and social development of nations – more so a Nation such as ours
that aspires to be a knowledge-based economy. Namibia is yet to fully
leverage the potential of ICT in its national development endeavours, partly
because we continue to acknowledge the potential of ICT without making
concerted efforts to locate ICT at the centre of our developmental efforts. As a
Government, we are yet to reap the full benefits of migrating to e-governance.
Our businesses, in particular the small and medium enterprise sector, are yet to
maximise on the potential of e-business.

While the ICT sector has made enormous strides in expanding access to ICT,
our Nation is still faced by low internet penetration in rural areas.
Additionally, even though ICT in education has taken root, Government and
industry efforts in realising integrated ICT education, continue to be thwarted
by uncoordinated interventions that invariably lead to duplication of effort.
The net result is limited impact. The Ministry of Information and
Communication Technology shall within the ambit of the existing policy
environment, play a leading role in coordinating developments in this sector.
The Ministry will soon draw on the outcomes of the ICT infrastructure audit
conducted to develop a coordinated ICT infrastructure rollout strategy with
clear targets and clear timelines.
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Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, on the information front, there is a
need to find creative ways of sourcing funds to conclude the NBC’s long-
standing expansion of its transmitter network. If you look at the current
development Budget, this activity will still not be completed in the current
medium term. This, in my view, is a priority project, which, once completed,
will ensure that information on Government activities will be timely
disseminated to all. The current situation where certain sectors of our
population do not have access to information is very dangerous, in my view,
for it renders our people susceptible to misinformation and the occasional
opportunistic propaganda.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, in concluding I have realised that our
efforts to accelerate developments in our country are not hindered by lack of
plans or strategies, but by our inherent inability to implement and we need to
acknowledge this. We have in place Vision 2010, we have in place the
National Development Plans, we have in place the SWAPO Party Manifesto
and of course, all Ministries have in place strategic plans, why are we not
moving forward? If we were to deliver on our promises, we need to adopt a
business culture in all Government ministries and departments. We need to re-
engineer existing bureaucratic processes. We need to devise better
accountability mechanisms and above all, there must be clear and decisive
consequences for non-delivery at all levels of Government, including
Parliament. The existing culture where people are employed for “thy kingdom
come” whether they deliver or not must change if we were to move forward.
Our people cannot thrive on good intentions, it is only delivery that will
guarantee our Party’s continued dominance to govern – nothing less and
nothing more.

On that very passionate note, Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I
submit my support for the 2010/2011 Budget as presented.

HON SPEAKER: Very refreshing, thank you very much. Honourable
Haingura.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES:
Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, let me join the other Honourable
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Members who spoke before me to support the Appropriation Bill tabled in this
august House and I thank the Honourable Speaker for according me this
opportunity to make my brief remarks.

Let me congratulate the founding President who laid a strong foundation for all
Namibians to enjoy peace and stability, including the Opposition Parties. We
are sitting here comfortably because of the tolerance of the SWAPO Party who
brought us together. We should not forget that some of us are here because of
the leftovers of other people’s Party and we need to thank them. That is what I
mean by the tolerance of the SWAPO Party.

It is also my wish to congratulate Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba, the
President of the SWAPO Party and the Republic of Namibia for the
overwhelming election victory during the last Presidential and National
Assembly elections when the Namibian people cast their vote for the right
Party, the SWAPO Party.

Let me also seize this opportunity to congratulate the Honourable Speaker,
Deputy Speaker and all Members of this august House for being elected to
represent the people of Namibia. Our responsibility is to ensure economic
growth for sustainable development that will eventually lead to quality life of
our people.

I further congratulate the Minister of Finance, the former and current Deputy
Ministers and the entire team from the Ministry of Finance who worked
tirelessly to come up with a well-balanced Budget, despite the financial
downturn. I continue once again to applaud you, Comrade Saara
Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, for the Budget of 2010/2011, which is again pro-poor
and pro-growth to the benefit of the Namibian people, as you presented
generous tax concessions to individuals and businesses. Be rest assured,
Comrade Minister, that we will honour your call, contribute, and make sure
that we recover the gains lost through the effects of the economic crisis and put
our economy back on track. I thank the SWAPO Party-led Government, which
put the electorates at the epicentre of benefits in this year’s expansionary
Budget.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the commitment of the SWAPO
Party-led Government to implement the SWAPO Party Election Manifesto of
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2009 is evident in this year’s Budget, as we place important sectors high on the
development agenda, such as Education, Health, Agriculture and many others.

Let me now briefly comment on the Appropriation Bill and I want to start with
Education.

The Government fulfils its mandate to have highly skilled people, especially n
the areas of science, technology, medicine and engineering, to fight social
evils. This will help us to realise Vision 2030. I welcome the N$6,4 billion
allocated to the Ministry of Education. This will benefit many of our
electorates, especially the young people. We just need to encourage our
learners to study hard to improve the pass rate of Grade 10 and 12. I have no
doubt that the Minister Iyambo and his Deputy, Dr Namwandi will work hard
to ensure that the Grade 10 and 12 pass rates improve.

The Ministry of Education has already identified the needs and where to
concentrate it through the ETSIP. I do not want to dwell on that. I want to
emphasise that we need to encourage discipline among our learners so that
they work hard, because their future is in their own hands. Another area to
consider is the state of school hostels and libraries and we can work on that
with this Budget,.

On a serious note – and now I am speaking as a mother – I want to call on
those few teachers who are drinking with learners or impregnate school
children to refrain from these immoral acts, as the parents entrust these learners
to their care for the period they are at school. These acts are condemned by all
Namibians.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I welcome the N$2,5 billion to the
Ministry of Health and Social Services. Thank you indeed, Honourable
Minister of Finance, for your usual support when it comes to health for all our
people. Without a healthy Nation, we will not be able to achieve our
development.

The SWAPO-led Government is showing its electorate that it is delivering on
its promises as documented in the SWAPO Party Election Manifesto of 2009.
The focus on strengthening the fight against HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and
malaria, as well as upgrading health infrastructure and equipment are evident
in this Budget allocation.
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Furthermore, I was listening carefully during the contributions of Honourable
Kavetuna and Honourable Tjongarero when they spoke about nurses. I cannot
agree more that we need to review the nursing training and nursing care
towards patients to ensure effective and efficient health service delivery and
patients to be treated with dignity and respect.

The electorates spoke and deserve to be treated with dignity and respect. I call
upon all those nurses who believe in the philosophy of their role model,
Florence Nightingale, to carry the lamp of nursing profession from generation
to generation.

As a nurse by profession, I believe in this philosophy and believe that nursing
is a unique profession as it deals with the life of a human being. I applaud
those nurses who perform their duties with love, care and dedication, even in
difficult environments, because they fulfil the pledge and oath, they took after
their training and put the patients’ priorities above all priorities. I thank them
indeed.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, let me remind those few nurses
who have forgotten their call that the nursing profession is a call because the
nurse is the eye of the blind who are sick, the power of movement for those
who cannot move, the nurturer of those who cannot eat, the protector of those
who are helpless, the mind of those who are unconscious, the comforter of
those who are alone or who grieve. What a profession!

I call upon all those nurses who are not practising the abovementioned or the
meaning of the lamp in the pledge of service to go back to the basics, conduct
them professionally, and act in accordance with legal and ethical codes of the
nursing profession with knowledge and compassion. Please be there for your
helpless patients at all times.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is my wish to seize this
opportunity to congratulate my sister, Comrade Doreen Sioka, for being
appointed as the Minister of Gender Equality and Child Welfare. Under your
tested leadership, I trust that we will realise the aspirations of the mighty
SWAPO Party, as documented in the SWAPO Party Election Manifesto of
2009 to achieve gender equality.
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We collectively have a daunting task to implement the National Gender Policy
that clearly focuses on the critical areas of concern that we agreed on at Beijing
in 1995. In order to implement this, I would like to call on the Ministry to
speed up the setting up of the Gender Commission that will serve as the entity
to monitor and evaluate the implementation of the National Gender
Machineries and, inter alia, complement the work of the Ministry. I further
thank the Minister of Finance for allocating additional resources for orphans
and vulnerable children’s grants and for the expansion of the school-feeding
programme, as this proved that retention of more learners at primary school
was because of this initiative.

The Ministry is doing well in taking care of orphans and vulnerable children
and the Budget allocated is welcomed. However, the monitoring strategy
needs to be strengthened to ensure that these grants are being utilised by the
guardians to the benefit of the orphans and vulnerable children.

The early childhood development programme needs to be expanded and
supported, but supervision is necessary to determine whether the kindergartens
are functioning according to the set guidelines. Especially children on the
farms and the Vatwe San community should timeously start with early
childhood development. I urge all the women o ensure that we have
kindergartens at remote villages to prepare children for primary education.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, my last comment is on the
Ministry of Trade and Industry. I thank the Ministry of Finance for allocating
funds to the SMEs and BEE through the site premises programme and most
importantly, the transformation of the credit guarantee scheme into an SME
banking facility.

This gesture is welcomed by women, as they are mostly in this sector of our
economy and are suffering when they apply for loans at Banking Institutions
due to preconditions, such as collateral to access funds. This will assist us in
realising economic empowerment of women, especially at rural level. Thanks
go to the Minister of Trade and Industry for this noble gesture. We should
popularise, educate our people on these schemes, and develop their capacity in
managing businesses and finances to be successful business entrepreneurs. Dr
Hage Geingob, your strategy of having an open day with the electorate is
commendable. I hope you will continue with that.
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I just echoed the same sentiments of the Minister of Finance that the
beneficiaries of these programmes and the bank should fully utilise the
facilities and demonstrate responsibility by honouring their obligations as
borrowers and contribute to the economy and benefit greater society and not
just themselves.

Let me conclude by thanking the SWAPO Party and its people and the
Minister of Finance for the balanced Budget for 2010/2011. I congratulate you
and kindly request the speedy replication of the results-based activity
budgeting in all other Votes. This will ensure that we monitor and evaluate the
full implementation of the Budget for the improvement of the living conditions
of our people, as we will table a pro-people, pro-poor, pro-growth Budget in
the future. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Iilonga.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members of this august House,
it is once again time for parliamentarians, both old and new, to debate the 20th

National Budget in the independence Republic of Namibia.

Freedom fight we have won, salute to the heroes and heroines of the liberation
struggle. The Namibian people have spoken and life has continued as usual
from November last year. We will continue to enjoy that life under the
leadership of the SWAPO Party Government. In his inaugural statement, His
Excellency Hifikepunye Pohamba thanked all of us and encouraged us to work
as a team. He encouraged our people to continue being disciplined.

Comrade Speaker, let me extend my best wishes to the Comrade Minister of
Finance, Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, her Deputy Minister and the former
and present Director-General of the National Planning Commission.

HON SPEAKER: You will have an opportunity to continue. The House
shall rise for refreshments.
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HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:15 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: Thank you, Comrade Speaker. Before the break I was
congratulating Comrade Kuugongelwa-Amadhila and her team and I want to
continue by thanking them all for preparing this simplified 20th National
Budget in the difficult situation of a global economic downturn crisis, but they
managed to come up with a pro-poor, pro-growth Budget by raising the tax
threshold from N$36,000 to N$40,000. This will bring big relief to our
workers who are breadwinners who no longer have to pay income tax. This
Budget went further and cut our income tax by another 1% to 34%.

If Honourable Shixwameni and Honourable Ulenga do not understand what
pro-poor, pro-growth means, they must listen.

Our senior citizens are now receiving an additional N$50 as their monthly
pensions, bringing it to N$500 per month, while the grant paid to orphans,
vulnerable children and people with disabilities has been increased with N$30
a month. I want to quote from the statement of His Excellency, President
Hifikepunye Pohamba on 21 March 2010: “Namibia is also indebted to our
senior citizens. They will continue to enjoy centre stage in our policies aimed
at uplifting their socio-economic status. Recently our SWAPO Party
Government took a decision to exempt our senior citizens from paying users
medical fees in our State Hospitals. This is effective as from 1st April. We
recognise the fact that our senior citizens also played a crucial role during the
struggle for national liberation. Traditional leaders are custodians of our
cultural heritage and are promoters of our cultural values. A Nation without
culture is a lost Nation, therefore, we have to hold our traditional leaders in
high esteem.”

Last year when this Parliament mandated the Ministry of Regional and Local
Government, Housing and Rural Development to provide vehicles to the
Traditional Leaders, the grasshoppers jumped as usual and said it is for the
election campaign and that we are buying votes. These vehicles were provided
to all the Traditional Leaders irrespective of their political affiliation and they
have them up to today.
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Comrade Speaker, I speak as the Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Water and
Forestry and I wish to state that President Hifikepunye Pohamba views
agriculture as the potential sector which can address the issue of
unemployment and with that mandate and terms of reference given to our
Ministry, we will make sure that we turn this Ministry into a practical Ministry,
not a theoretical Ministry.

With regard to education, Honourable Minister Iyambo, you have to follow the
example of your elders who paved the way for you. As the President said,
education is the best equaliser, therefore we must equalise our people. A
strong education sector, which is able to create an educated Nation, is the
backbone of every Nation. Therefore, let us continue to do that.

Together with education, the provision of high quality health care services to
safeguard the health of our Nation is critical to the success of our socio-
economic strategies. Education is the pioneer of every development. Every
occupation comes through education. You first have to be educated to become
an engineer or a doctor. The SWAPO Party Government looks after its people
when it comes to health. This country Budgets to safeguard its citizens by
providing Anti-Retroviral Treatment free of charge. The SWAPO Party
Government does not have a tribal way of thinking. When there is a serious
threat to the Namibians, the Defence and Police are deployed to fight that
disease. Kunene had an outbreak of measles and today you do not hear of any
incidence, thanks to the SWAPO Party Government.

We salute our youth. When we are saying that the SWAPO Party is
implementing what it is preaching, one only has to look at the Members of this
Honourable House. The majority here are youth. Comrade President, thank
you for mobilising the youth, especially the born-frees. The born-frees went
out and shamed the prophets of doom and they voted in full for SWAPO Party
and its President Hifikepunye Pohamba.

Therefore, we must train our youth so that we prepare them to take over from
us. As you can see, we are grooming them already, the youth of the Speaker,
the youth of Right Honourable Prime Minister. I left this country when I was
26, therefore the youth of Kapia have to groom the born-frees and the born-
frees did their part, they participated and followed in the footsteps of their
ancestors, they did not betray that blood. Their blood sustained us until victory
and now their blood continues to water our freedom. That is what inspired our
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born-frees and they did not betray that blood and the voted for the SWAPO
Party. Keep it up.

Comrade Speaker, the measures taken by the SWAPO Party Government in
the face of the global economic downturn is to ensure that our people who are
the breadwinners in their families will be in a position to enhance their
purchase power, because only if the people of this beautiful country can afford
to buy in shops and markets in Namibia, can business survive this turmoil of
economic downturn. The zero-rating of certain commodities is another
sacrifice the SWAPO Party Government made and we call upon our business
community to emulate that gesture. They must not increase the price, they
must reduce it by 15%.

We are saying we have a mixed economy. A mixed economy is private as well
as State-owned and sometimes we must really intervene, as we are doing in the
case of petrol. If the price of fuel had to be decided by the private market, I do
not think anyone would be able to drive even one kilometre. If we need to
have a levy, let us put a levy in order to control the price.

Comrade Speaker, coming to the Development Budget: The SWAPO Party
Government wants to create employment. Honourable Shixwameni was
talking about the creation of 50,000 jobs. Honourable Shixwameni, you were
honest when you were with SWAPO, but when you ran away you lost that
honesty. You know that this Government is paying the workers through its
tenders. If you calculate the number of workers of the companies who got
tenders, you would find it is even more than 50,000. However, we are so blind
that we cannot see that every company calculates their operational costs, which
consists of the maintenance of the machines and the salaries of the workers and
it is paid by this Government.

Therefore, with this N$6,3 billion it should not be business as usual, we must
change the way of utilising the Development Budget, so that we create jobs.

We do not know those companies who receive tenders and they must be
known, their profiles must be known, so that we know whether they belong to
a certain Political Party or not. It must not be business as usual. We must
know them.

Comrade Speaker, there was one reporter who said development is only taken
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to the North, but all thirteen Regions are receiving their share. If the UDF
Councillors who are running the Regional Government in Kunene do not
implement projects which were budgeted for by the SWAPO Party
Government, they must not claim that development is only taken to another
Region. I want to thank the Councillor of Daures Constituency who publicly
thanked the SWAPO Party Government for the achievements and
developments they made in that constituency.

Comrade Speaker, I call on the Regional Councillors to come up with their
projects so that the Development Budget could be utilised to its fullest. Come
November we will take over Kunene so that we can take care of our people
who suffer under these Regional Councillors.

Comrade Speaker, on the issue of Parastatals and vocational institutions I want
to say that we have to introduce skills training at primary school. During
holidays, they could invite the schools to participate in skills training such as
toy-making and even computer design. The Honourable Minister should
continue where the other Comrades ended.

Comrade Speaker, as a country we have to look at good examples around the
world. Technical skills are the core of development. I always used to cite the
examples of the Asian Tiger, Cuba, Malaysia and Singapore. Singapore is not
even bigger than Windhoek, but it is the mother of the world’s economy. Let
us develop our economic capacity and then we can produce more and sell to
those who have numerous people. Cuba survived the blockade because of that
principle and we need to imitate some of our sister countries.

Therefore, if we need to overcome these problems, let us embark on skills
development of our people. You can have doctors, but doctors can only
operate, treat, etcetera, but when it comes to the tools or equipment used in the
theatre, they do not know how it is manufactured. We need to produce our
own pharmaceuticals as we have many herbs here. We have hoodia, devil’s
claw and many others and we can turn it into a viable tool to heal our people,
but only if we really go beyond ordering from other countries.

Comrade Speaker, I call upon our Government to be involved in the training of
our people in all different fields of excellent skills development in order to
fulfil our dream of Vision 2030.
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Ex-patriots, Comrade Speaker, are not permanent in any country, so also
foreign investors. Therefore, it is of utmost important for our Government to
change the current method of issuing bursaries. Let Government, through the
Ministry of Education, set up a programme of 15 years in which we select
students to go and study in fields such as medical designers or manufacturing
engines and many other science skills. This programme must be for all
Namibian children if we want to avoid the creation of class differences.

Malaysia is not as poor as we are. They say they were like us, but now they
sent all their best students. We should look at whether the family is well off,
we must look at the ability of the student and as the Government tell them,
what you expect them to do.

I want to conclude with the call that while we are embarking on capacity-
building of our Nation, we must remind our workforce that they are
categorised according to job description, gender, linguistic backgrounds,
educational qualifications, etcetera, and while all these criteria can be varied
and useful for the development of the country, we must also look at some
generic categories, based on the psychological makeup of the workforce that
contribute and acquire those valuable skills through job performance.

I call upon all the Ministers that we must make sure that we have skills in this
country. Go to a place where a bridge is being constructed, look at those who
are fitting those irons, you will not find one who has had vocational training
but they are the ones who do everything. The Ministry of Labour and Social
Welfare or the Ministry of Education must come up with an audit study on
what skills we have and what skills we do not have and then from there we can
import what we do not have and we must not make them part of our
management teams. The expert must be under a Namibian. In Libya, a
scientist is under a Libyan citizen. Here you must be given a Namibian who
will look after you, whether you are really a true expert or you only came
because you can speak English. That is one issue we must implement and not
business as usual.

Comrade Speaker, I want our vocational institutions to evaluate this important
workforce, because these staff members developed their practical experience
through competence and commitment. I said already that vocational training
institutions should do job evaluation because this is an important skill which
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was received through competence of that individual person who is committed
and willing to learn and work hard.

Finally, Comrade Speaker, I add my salutations to those who congratulated
you on your re-election as our Speaker. You led the establishment of this
Government. When we had no Prime Minister, we only had the Legislature,
the President and the Judiciary on the 21st of March, you received the
President, you received the dignitaries on behalf of this body, because you
were the Government until the President was sworn in and the power of the
State was given back to him by the Chief Justice. Then from there he got the
power to appoint the Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister and then the
three pillars became unshakable. I also congratulate your Deputy. I know you
will give her the support you gave to Honourable Sioka, who is now the
Minister of Gender Equality and Child Welfare.

I offer thanks to our Founding President, a legendary freedom fighter, leader of
the revolution for leading us in our rivers full of crocodiles and parasites,
which tried to suck our blood. He did not waver and he stood firm. Peacefully
he said, “I am no longer going to avail myself”, but the Namibians who are not
patriotic to their own leaders and country, thank other leaders of other
countries. There was no fighting for the position here, the position was given
peacefully to the current President. Therefore, I thank him that he brought us
here, led us for 15 years and then gave us the son from Okanghudi. I thank
them for having confidence in me. I started with Environment and I am happy
that what I left there to be implemented is now being implemented. Then I
went to Labour, I did my work I was assigned to do and now Comrade
Mutorwa, I pledge my commitment, as my term of reference is to assist and
ensure that your terms of reference are fully implemented.

Comrade Speaker, constant vigilance is the price of honesty, efficiency,
accountability and responsibility. With those remarks, I thank you all and
encourage the new Comrades to keep it up. You have already shown your
capabilities. Aluta continua!

HON SPEAKER: I give the Floor to Comrade Muheua.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Thank you, Comrade Speaker, I have been waiting eagerly for this opportunity.

Comrade Speaker, Sir, I rise to join the chorus of many SWAPO Comrades
who took the Floor before me to support the draft Budget tabled on March 30th,
this year. Having taken a cursory look at this wonderfully crafted piece of
legislation, a legislation that attempts to strike a balance between so many
competing interests, I am left, as usual, with no doubt whatsoever that the
Honourable Minister of Finance, Comrade Saara Nandjila Kuugongelwa-
Amadhila is the best man for the job. No offence meant, Comrade Minister.

Allow me, Comrade Speaker, to congratulate you for having executed your job
as Speaker of this august House so diligently with the wisdom of Solomon, a
serious sin for which you had to pay with being re-elected Speaker once again.
May the dear Lord, the most compassionate and generous One, grant you the
same, if not more wisdom, to take care of the onerous task of guiding this
eminent House.

In the same breath, I would like to take this golden opportunity to, on behalf of
the toiling proletariat out there, under the vanguard of the mighty National
Union of Namibian Workers, applaud my Comrade and fellow trade unionist,
or shall I say former, Honourable Loide Kasingo for her election as your
Deputy. You did us proud, Comrade Kasingo. We pray to God Almighty that
He grants you all the courage, strength, wisdom and above all, the stamina not
only to assist the Speaker in the execution of this all-important responsibility,
but also to stay the course and raise the image of the workers sky-high.

Before I go any further, Comrade Speaker and the Whole House, I would like
to seize this elevated platform to pay a special mark of respect to His
Excellency, the Head of State and Government of the Republic of Namibia, the
brave boy from Okanghudi kaPohamba, who made it possible for me to be
here today. You all know that until that fateful Saturday afternoon when he
called me to his office, I used to be a president, a president with a small “p”, a
“p” that he, Comrade Pohamba, promoted to medium, but as soon as he
realised that it was getting too close to his own capital “P”, he
unceremoniously stripped it from me in one mighty sweep when he put me on
his list of ten at our Electoral College last year. As if that was not enough, this
year he surprised me yet again when he appointed me his Deputy Minister of
Labour and Social Welfare. Well, that is history now, I was dethroned from
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my title of president, perhaps for the time-being, who knows, he might make
me president of this beautiful country one day – if that was not being too
ambitious.

I will be failing in my duty and Namibia will judge me harshly if I do not hail
and commend omuzandu uaNgandjera uorujezu orukange, the Founding
Father of the Namibian Nation and the liberation struggle, a man who
selflessly gave up both his youth and adult life for the total emancipation of
our motherland. He, together with others that we all know so well, moulded
and kept together a Party of gallant women and men, because they believed
that, “a people united, striving for a common goal, shall always emerge
victorious”, and yes, the people of Namibia emerged victorious and today, 20
years down the line, we are sitting here in a free Namibia, making laws and
taking crucial decisions about our own country in a democratic manner. May
they both be blessed with many years of good health and prosperity. Nakulupe
nomesho, amayego otatu tatsina! Ngavekurupe nomeho, omajo
matuvetatunine!

Comrade Speaker, my sincere and profound gratitude goes to the people of
Namibia who voted overwhelmingly for the SWAPO Party since 1989. You
have shown that only the Party that brought freedom and independence can be
trusted with the important responsibility to govern this country.

The majority of workers of Namibia, organised under the banner of the
National Union of Namibian Workers, especially those in the mines, who
entrusted me to be their representative, as one of the first shop stewards at the
founding of the Mineworkers Union of Namibia way back in the early eighties,
you had so much confidence in me and democratically moved me through the
ranks until the panacea of leadership as president of the mighty National Union
of Namibian Workers. I thank you.

Now, Comrade Speaker, permit me to turn to some issues pertaining to our
beautiful country, the Land of the Brave and how I want to see them
approached.

I am sure you will all concur with me that a mere short period of 20 years since
our hard-won Independence a lot has been done to improve the quality of life
of our people. However, a lot still needs to be done. This is nothing to be
ashamed of, as many countries that have been free and independent for many
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centuries are still battling with rampant poverty, unemployment and human
rights abuses, to name but a few. Comrade Simataa adequately alluded to this.
Comrade Speaker, on job creation: This the core mandate of our Ministry. In
this context, I would like to applaud the exemplary leadership provided by my
Minister, Comrade Immanuel Uarotua Ngatjizeko for courageously employing
innovative ways to get us to understand the real nature and full extent of
unemployment as well as job creation opportunities in our country.

Allow me, Comrade Speaker, Sir, before continuing to demystify some of the
myths circulating in our country about the unemployment figures and I want
the House to pay attention:

When we talk about unemployment rate, we refer to two categories that are
involved and these are the unemployed people and the employed.

The above two categories is what we refer to as the labour force.

An estimated total population of 1,789,933 was recorded during the 2008
Namibia Labour Force Survey. This figure excludes people living in the
Army, Police and Prison barracks, nursing staff in hospital hostels and other
people such as prisoners in police cells and prisons. The 2008 Namibia Labour
Force Survey recorded 678,680 persons who are employed and unemployed,
forming what you refer to as the labour force of the country. 347,237 were
found to be without work, available for work and looking or not looking for
work. 331,444 were found to be people who had work to return to. The
formula is, unemployment divided by labour force. The figure of course will
be 347,237 divided by 678,680. That is what gives you the 51,2%. This can
be compared with all other countries, as it is the recognised standard of
calculating the unemployment rate in a country.

There is a bigger chunk of the population that is not involved in the calculation
of unemployment and this is economically inactive population and include
students, retired pensioners, severely disabled, children under 14 years,
homemakers, etcetera. The unemployment rate of the total population would
refer to unemployed people over the whole total population of Namibia and
could be calculated as follows:

Unemployment – 347,237 divided the population which is 1,7 million and this
will give you 19,4%. That is if you take the total population of Namibia,
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divided by the labour force. Some people understood 51% unemployment to
be 51% of the total population of Namibia. Honourable Speaker, I wanted to
demystify that.

These efforts must be enhanced and continued to urgently ameliorate this sorry
state of affairs in our beloved country. We must do something about it sooner
rather than later or else, the keg will explode and we will be facing a
revolution.

In his marching orders to us as Minister and Deputy, our President, His
Excellency Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba, inter alia, instructed us as
follows: “It is critical that the strategies and policies contained in our
Election Manifesto 2009 and the accompanying implementation Guideline, be
seen as the minimum performance levels. These are indications of
expectations and the success of the Manifesto lies in implementing its spirit
and not only ticking the checklist as listed below.

 Improving human capital statistics to keep abreast of demands in the
labour market and to design appropriate intervention programmes;

 Strengthening existing social safety nets and developing new ones
(national pension) to address the plight of the vulnerable groups;

 Ensuring the consistent and effective implementation of all labour-
related legislation, particularly the Affirmative Action and the Labour
Act;

 Develop and maintain relevant databases, viz a viz register that keeps
track of the employed and unemployed citizens and the absorption rate of
graduates from vocational centres and other tertiary institutions;

 Devising mechanisms to create jobs and retain jobs in the country in
coordination with other Ministries, State institutions and the private
sector;

 Identifying, proposing and advancing recommendations to the Minister
of Justice on improving or amending any policy or legal instrument that
supports the developmental agenda as envisaged by the Manifesto and
other national developmental policies; and
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 Provide timely feedback on assigned tasks to the President on a regular
basis.

Our country is endowed with natural riches of all sorts. Our population is
reasonably sized, small, if I may say so, but the majority of our people,
especially the young, are unemployed and live in abject poverty. Thus, it is
understood that I will devote a lot of my time, as I assist my Minister to carry
out our mandate, on effective ways to bring the high figure of unemployment
to acceptable levels. In contributing to his legacy, I want Comrade Pohamba to
be remembered, among others, as the President that brought down the high
unemployment rate in Namibia to fewer than 10%.

The current process of land acquisition through the policy of willing buyer,
willing seller is extremely slow, tedious and fraught with unacceptably
provocative pricing practices by some unscrupulous landowners. Clearly, our
Government must employ other innovative models to ensure that the plight of
the hundreds of thousands of landless Namibians is urgently addressed in order
to prevent a potentially disastrous land revolution.

Some of the issues that need careful attention, in my humble opinion, and
which will go a long way in supporting the courageous and determined efforts
of our Honourable Minister of Lands and Resettlement, my namesake
Comrade Alfeus !Naruseb, include amongst others the following:

Commercial farms are too expensive and deliberately overpriced because of
unbridled greed on the part of those hell-bent on frustrating our Government’s
land reform efforts. In this context, research needs to be conducted to
determine a reasonable price per hectare according to objective market-related
factors, including the carrying capacity in each Region or agrarian area, fair
compensation for improvement and infrastructure. Such research outcomes
should be incorporated into our land acquisition policies as well as new laws
enacted to ensure compliance.

Our Government must peruse determined initiatives, in consultation with
traditional authorities and the communities they represent, with a view to
evolving a new land tenure system in our communal areas. This new land
tenure system would enable individual or private ownership of portions or
pockets of land in these areas, so each piece of land begins to gain appreciable
economic value.
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Recipients of resettlement farms must be provided, inter alia, with proper
training on modern farming methods, as well as financial assistance coupled
with bookkeeping and accounting support.

The Namibian people fought heroically for over a century to restore their
human dignity, freedom and the sacredness of life, so if life is sacred, as our
Constitution confirms, then access go clean water must be recognised as a
basic human right because clean water is necessary to sustain human life.
Water is an indispensable constitute of survival of all known species as well as
a valuable resources for our economy. Water has no substitutes. Provision of
water to our people must therefore be treated as a sacred responsibility by
those entrusted with that responsibility. NamWater should not perpetually
seek to deprive already impoverished communities of water supplies under the
pretext of the inability of these communities to pay for water. Well-paid
executives of NamWater should rather spend taxpayers’ money wisely on
designing innovative solutions to the water provision challenges in the country.
They must not perpetually raise the cost of water and regularly cut the supply
of this resource to needy communities. If necessary, our Government should
consider levying a modest tax contribution on the wealthy to contribute to
paying for water needed by our impoverished compatriots.

Electricity is the lifeblood, the engine that drives our economy. Any increase
in electricity tariffs affects just about everybody, as it has a domino effect of
increasing the prices of all commodities, not to talk about the inflation rate.
This unacceptably high increase, recently announced by NamPower, will throw
the good intentions in the pro-poor Budget proposed by our esteemed Minister
of Finance into total disarray.

This abominable form of employment should not have any place in our
statutes. It is inhumane, a grim reminder of the worst form of oppression
(SWANLA), and open to all sorts of abuse and deprives these poor job-seekers
of basic benefits such as leave, medical aid, pension and a host of other
benefits enjoyed by their permanent counterparts.

Comrade Speaker, I urge that the Namibian Government conduct a skills data
audit on all our skilled people in the country and in the Diaspora for correct
placement. Instead of the failed understudy policy, audit all jobs done by
foreigners, mainly non-Africans, and then compel those employing them to
train a corresponding number for as long as it takes to acquire the requisite
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qualifications, for doctors, engineers, metallurgists, geologists and the like.
Comrade Iilonga referred to this.

It is a well-known fact that almost all rich countries got wealthy by protecting
infant industries and limiting foreign investment in that space. The advent and
success of the automotive industry in Japan attest to this fact. However, this is
not an isolated example, many such examples abound in the history of
industrial development of Western Europe and North America. Regrettably,
these same industrialised countries now seek to deny the developing world the
same chance to develop its own locally controlled industries by attempting to
force the so-called “free-trade rules” on the developing countries when the
playing field has not been levelled.

The current EPA, which is heroically being resisted by our Government, is one
such attempt aimed at trying to subjugate our country to the wishes of
European neo-colonialism. Thank you, Comrade Dr Hage Gottfried Geingob,
keep up the sterling and brave work. Given this background, Namibia must as
enact appropriate infant industry protection legislation a matter of urgency,
coupled with market share guarantees for Namibian entrepreneurs seeking to
locally produce inputs for the Namibian industry. Such new legislation must
also deliberately set aside a progressive quota of 30% to 40% of all
procurement for the local industry to previously disadvantaged Namibians who
are seriously intending to participate in that industry.

I leave education in the capable hands of the Honourable Minister of this
Ministry, my friend Kakururume, Dr Apere Iyambo. However, a little advice:
I would suggest the creation of technical streams at all secondary schools, so
that after a proper assessment, those with less aptitude for academic career can
bridge off to the technical field, as was the case in the good or bad olden days.

Comrade Speaker, Sir, with your permission and concurrence, I would like to
conclude by declaring my unequivocal support for the 2010/2011
Appropriation Bill as aptly put together by our esteemed Minister of Finance,
my sister Saara Nandjila Kuugongelwa-Amadhila. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank you and I give the Floor to Honourable
Tjongarero.

___________
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HON S TJONGARERO: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of the
Parliament, I thank you for the opportunity to deliver my very first speech.
Congratulations to those Honourable Members who have been tasked to be in
front of us.

I have joined this august House humbly and with the mentality to make a
positive contribution on our way to nation building and towards a hopeful
future. Being part of the Government in another capacity during the past
twenty years of Independence I have enough reason to commend what has
been achieved.

While keeping in mind that we are facing another most critical twenty years
before completing Vision 2030, we must show through our work and
dedication what we are preaching to keep our people’s rust and good hope
alive.

Honourable Speaker, it is true what the people are saying: “The more things
change, the more they remain the same.” There is still much to be done to
meet the people’s needs. Good governance exists somehow, but teamwork is
needed to readdress burning issues, like:

 Land reform;
High unemployment rate;

 Challenging housing need;
 Ongoing poverty.

We are aware of the efforts under way from the Government’s side. However,
the pressure of these social ills may in the end negatively influence what we
are dreaming to achieve.

Honourable Speaker, I am supporting your statement during your acceptance
as the Speaker of this august House on the 19th of March 2010 and I quote:
“The Majority Party has once again been given mandate to rule. However, the
Opposition Parties are entitled to be heard and their legitimate concerns taken
into consideration. That is the ideal of democracy and peaceful co-existence.
Political intolerance is unacceptable.”

My argument, based on these words, I suggests that to put too much emphasis
on Political Parties will always keep us divided and deprive us from the
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strength in national unity. It is true that we belong to different Political Parties,
but we are all Namibians and we have common objectives and inspirations.
Let us continuously try to make room for national unity.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, with due respect, from the
nonprofessional’s viewpoint, the productivity level of our people is overall not
what it should be. Sometimes respected managers, supposed to manage the
business of the day, are hesitating to discipline people whom they are leading
and such behaviour causes ineffective service delivery.

Honourable Speaker I am really moved by the excellent and meaningful
policies that exist on paper. Unfortunately, I am doubtful whether such
policies are intended to reach their ultimate goal. Sometimes hard work to
prepare a document, commission a report or policy, end up when such
document is completed and submitted. To my mind, a rearrangement of
follow-up activities would serve a good purpose, but this mostly does not
happen.

Honourable Speaker, the 2010/2011 Appropriation Bill as well as the Medium
Term Expenditure Framework is before this House for debate and final
approval.

The increase in old-age pension to N$500 in the 2010/2011 Budget shows the
Namibian Government’s commitment to improving the living conditions of our
senior citizens. Although far below the current economic reality, it will still
make a difference in the livelihoods of those Namibians entitled to it.

We must move towards empowering our rural poor economically so that they
do not solely depend on State handouts. They must be assisted to get involved
in projects such as community-based natural resource management. I believe
that tourism, as one of the contributors to our GDP, has a greater role to play in
poverty reduction and employment creation if diversified.

The Namibia Tourism Board together with NACOBTA and the Ministry of
Environment and Tourism as the leading institution must ensure that tourism is
placed high on the agenda of job creation in rural areas where tourism
opportunities exists.

An encouraging amount is allocated for the education sector in 2010/2011
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Budget, but money is not the only thing to make a success. Commitment,
national mature understanding, involvement and support are essential to bring
us where we want to be.

The Green Scheme Etunda projects, the Rice Project in Caprivi and others are
encouraging. As the time is against us, we want to see expansion of such
successful initiatives in other areas as well – as soon as possible. We have a
desire to see such efforts in Otjimbingwe and Okombahe, whereby we have
sufficient underground water resources from the Swakop and Omaruru Rivers.

Honourable Speaker, I regard this Appropriation Bill Debate as a wake-up call
to all of us. Ignoring the truth will bring us nowhere. It is imperative that we
know in this earlier stage of our term of office what is waiting for us.

Nevertheless, under the circumstances of the global economical downturn,
congratulations to our Namibian Minister of Finance, Madam Saara
Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, and her team of experts for a job well done.

Besides the strong suggestions already made in this august House, I do not find
any reasonable ground to oppose the Appropriation Bill under discussion. I
thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Member for his maiden address
and I give the Floor to Honourable Maureen Jankowski.

HON JANKOWSKI: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of the
National Assembly, I rise to make my maiden speech in this august House.

Honourable Speaker, I would like to congratulate you on your election as
Speaker of this august House. This is a marvellous achievement. I wish you
the strength and wisdom you will need in leading us in our deliberations.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, please accept my sincere congratulation and best
wishes for the future.
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Allow me to join my colleagues in congratulating the Honourable Minister of
Finance, the Director-General of the National Planning Commission, the
Honourable Deputy Minister of Finance and their staff members for a job well
done.

I would like to use this opportunity to express my deepest thanks and
appreciation to President Pohamba for allowing me to serve my country at this
level as a Member of this august House. I regard it as an honour and privilege
to be appointed by the President. May I also recognise His Excellency
Hifikepunye Pohamba for his wise and tested leadership. I am fully confident
that by the end of his last term in 2010 we will remember him as having
addressed most of the problems facing people living in rural areas and informal
settlements.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like to thank our Creator,
the Almighty God, for our beloved country, Namibia. I pay tribute to the late
forebears, heroes and heroines. I would also like to pay tribute to the people
in Rehoboth who contributed in their own way to the liberation struggle,
especially those who were humiliated within their own community. My tribute
goes also to the petitioners of the liberation struggle who seized the
opportunity to write to the United Nations and raised issues of concern to the
international community. Amongst these petitioners were Chief Hosea
Kutako, Chief Samuel Witbooi and Jakobus Beukes from Rehoboth. Jakobus
Beukes was called “Oom Koos VVO”. He was regarded as the most frequent
petitioner to the UN. In one of his petitions, he wrote on the 5th of August
1960 and I quote: “Rehoboth takes its stand alongside world opinion against
apartheid.”

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I am delighted that education will
once again receive the lion’s share of the Budget. We are aware that education
is the key to national economic and social development. Good education will
increase economic developments, which in turn will alleviate poverty,
unemployment and ignorance. In line with the SWAPO Party Election
Manifesto of 2009, the SWAPO Party continues to strongly support the
implementation of the Education and Training Sector Improvement
Programme (ETSIP) as a roadmap for educational improvement to meet the
goals set in Vision 2030. However, it will be up to the relevant Government
institutions to implement the Budget allocation fully and properly. I am
worried that this Budget allocation for education will not be enough if you
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consider the vast education reforms we are busy with. Educating children
costs a lot because it is labour intensive, but if you think training is expensive,
I urge you to consider the consequences of ignorance.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of the National Assembly, every
child in Namibia deserves a solid foundation in education and it is accepted
that children having completed pre-primary education will make better
progress in formal education. A good Early Childhood Development and Pre-
Primary programme is a key factor to realising the desired outcomes of
Namibia’s Vision 2030 and thereby establish a knowledge-based society in our
country.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, as an experienced pre-primary
teacher and coordinator of the pre-primary pilot programme, I would like to
elaborate on this phase of education. The pre-primary pilot programme is
targeted at the pro-poor, educationally marginalised communities and schools
with the highest numbers of orphans and vulnerable children. Currently, there
are misconceptions amongst our diverse communities about pre-primary
education. You will find these perceptions on a continuum, ranging from
positive to negative. On the positive side, some parents would like to see their
children reap the fruit of pre-primary education. These people are willing to
enrol their children for pre-primary education. On the other side, ironically,
some disadvantaged parents do not realise the advantages that a pre-primary
education will present to their children.

People very often tend to underestimate the importance of pre-primary
education. However, teachers in grade one are those who know best the
advantages of learners who have completed the pre-primary phase. To utilise
this phase optimally, an awareness programme should be rolled out to our
communities.

Honourable Speaker Honourable Members, as part of the transformation
process in education, this pre-primary pilot programme was introduced in
2006. Since 2008, a hundred pre-primary classes per year have been
established at primary schools all over the country. The Ministry continues to
provide the necessary infrastructure to accommodate disadvantaged children
with education and with feeding programmes. As teachers, we all know that a
hungry child cannot learn and make good progress in school. All the teachers
teaching in pre-primary classes have already received induction training for a
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year, which includes three face-to-face sessions, followed up with class-based
monitoring and support.

The major challenge is a lack of qualified pre-primary teachers. Currently no
training facilities for future pre-primary teachers exist in the country.

A pre-school specialist from Finland who recently visited our country, stated
that after the merging of colleges of education into universities of Finland, pre-
school teachers have been trained at universities. He is of the opinion that the
training of teachers at universities is one of the factors that greatly improve
Finland’s education sector.

The existing problems in pre-primary education will be reduced once the three-
year strategic plan for integration of pre-primary education has been adopted
and implemented.

I would like to compliment the former Minister of Education and his
administrative staff with the progress made in pre-primary in such a short time
and the Pre-Primary Task Team members for the development of a Pre-
Primary Curriculum and the training of pre-primary teachers.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of the National Assembly, we are
pleased that the Government intends to improve the living conditions of all
Namibians through increases in social grants for pensioners, orphans and
vulnerable children and by the provision for a development Budget. Although
there is room for improvement on these issues, it shows the commitment of
Government towards the plight of the poor.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members we are aware and concerned that
Namibia’s share of revenue from the Southern African Customs Union has
shrunk sharply due to the global economic downturn. However, we are elated
to hear from the Honourable Minister that Government has already put
measures in place to optimise existing revenue streams and to identify new
ones.

Honourable Speaker, with these remarks, I support the Budget presented by the
Ministry of Finance. I thank you.
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HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: Comrade Speaker, I Move that the
House adjourns until Tuesday, 20th of April at 14:30.

HON SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned until Tuesday, 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:40 UNTIL 2010.04.20 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER: took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

HON SPEAKER: According to the custom, when Political Parties
represented in the House commemorate their anniversaries, I should
congratulate them for that. I have thus the pleasure to warmly congratulate the
SWAPO Party on its 50th anniversary. Good luck.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Any Notice of Questions?
Honourable Ulenga.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 3:

HON ULENGA: Honourable Speaker, warm congratulations to the SWAPO
Party on their 50th anniversary.

I give Notice that on Thursday, 29th April 2010, I shall ask the Minister of
Education, Comrade Dr Abraham Iyambo the following questions:

1. Does the Minister agree that the town of Oranjemund, with a population
of more than 5,000 inhabitants, is a community just as any other
Namibian community and should enjoy the same rights as other
Namibian communities?

2. If that is so, why is there no Government school in Oranjemund despite
the fact that many of the parents in this mining community have
children of school-going age and despite the fact that they have indeed
been petitioning for many years for the establishment of a State school?
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3. Would you agree with me, Comrade Minister, that non-provision of
public educational facilities to the community of Oranjemund locally
where they reside is tantamount to unwarranted discrimination and is,
indeed, in breach of Articles 10, 14, 15, 20 and 95 of the Constitution?

4. When do you intend putting an end to this outrageous, unacceptable and
intolerant situation and when can the mining community of
Oranjemund look forward to having their own local State schools in
their town?

QUESTION 4:

HON ULENGA: Honourable Speaker, I further give Notice that on Thursday,
29th April 2010, I shall ask the Minister of Regional and Local Government,
Housing and Rural Development, Comrade Jerry Ekandjo, the following
questions:

1. Comrade Minister, is it true that the Mureti Royal House, which applied
to your Ministry for recognition as a Traditional Authority under Chief
Vemutonda Oskar Mureti in 1996 about fifteen years ago, has not been
granted recognition by Government up to now?

2. Is it also true that subsequent to the initial application of 1996, two
follow-applications were submitted on the advice of your Ministry, but
nothing had come of such subsequent applications either?

3. When shall this long wait be over and when can the Mureti Royal
House and the Otjikaoko community that falls under Chief Vemutonda
Mureti, look forward to being recognised as a Traditional Authority?

4. Does the Minister agree that the Mureti Royal House is one of the
principal early Royal Houses amongst the ovaHerero community,
having ruled long before the colonial era, first from Otjitambi near
present-day Kamanjab, then later from Otjipaue, close to present day
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Kalkfeld, hence the ovaHerero community’s yearly pilgrimage to
Otjipaue that takes place on the 14th of May of every year to
commemorate, pay respect and pray at the ancient Mureti Shrine at
Otjipaue?

5. Do you also agree, Comrade Minister, that even the branch of this
community that lives in Botswana because of the war of anti-colonial
resistance, live under their own Chief Mureti Mujenda uaMereti at
Okotjize near Mahalapya in southeastern Botswana?

6. If that is indeed so, Comrade Minister, what has been holding up the
processing of this application for 15 years and what stands in the way of
the recognition of the Mureti Royal House?

7. Seeing that the application for recognition has been launched from
Okondjatu, why can Government not give recognition to the Mureti
Royal House where it is established at present that is in the Okondjatu
area?

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Questions? Any
further Notice of Questions? Notice of Motions? Any Ministerial Statements?
Minister Ekandjo.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT,
HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Thank you, Comrade
Speaker, Honourable Members. Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila,
the Minister of Finance, tabled the Budget on the 30th of March 2010 to the
applause of all Honourable Members. In her statement, Housing, Sanitation
and Rural Development received proposed budgetary allocations to carry out
planned programmes and projects for the current Financial Year. This is a
show of desired commitment, backed up by relevant steps to provide the
people of Namibia with social needs.
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The Government of the Republic of Namibia has committed itself to the
improvement of the lives of Namibians in all spheres. Shelter is regarded as
one of the most important developmental programmes. Right after
Independence in 1990, Government has endeavoured to address housing for all
Namibians at all strata of society in all parts of the country. Virtually no
policy existed and no effort was made before Namibia’s Independence to
address the housing situation of the deprived majority. The Independence of
Namibia ushered in freedom of movement and for seeking and taking
advantages of opportunities wherever they may exist. Cities and towns, such
as Windhoek, have grown from 147,000 to 350,000 people, with a growth rate
in formal settlements at 4,06% and 9,46% for informal settlement. These
figures are indicative of the realities faced in addressing housing needs. The
need for housing is countrywide. It should not be simplified and used as a tool
for cheap propaganda and political expediency.

Government has deemed it appropriate to establish policies, programmes and
organisational structures through which initiatives to provide housing to each
citizen in all corners of the country are being addressed. As the challenges for
housing are dynamic, so too should the initiatives to tackle such challenges be
dynamic, pragmatic and practical.

The Ministry of Regional and Local Government, Housing and Rural
Development have been innovative in addressing the housing situation in
Namibia. The creation of bodies such as the National Housing Enterprise, the
Build-Together Programme, the Shack Dwellers Association and the Regional
and Local Economic Development Agency has proven effective in delivering
housing at low and affordable costs. Communities throughout the country are
initiating saving groups and schemes to enable them to build affordable
housing. The National Housing Policy is also in place to give guided,
methodical and systematic approach to efforts aimed at tackling housing
challenges in the entire country.

The Ministry is living up to its role of promoting and initiating policies that
directly and indirectly accelerate housing provision. The proclamation of
towns, villages and settlements will remain high on the agenda to empower
structures at local levels to bring about needed development. The
decentralisation process will add impetus to the speedy growth of the economy
at regional and local levels in general and on housing, in particular.
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Government Budget has been devoted to the funding of capital projects,
particularly the development of infrastructure to facilitate and support housing
development. The Honourable Members listened to an allocation of N$14,569
billion for the Medium Term Expenditure Framework, aimed at expanding
infrastructure network and promote economic growth and job creation.

Honourable Ignatius Shixwameni intends to table a Motion on housing as well
as workers’ transport subsidies for debate by the National Assembly.
Inasmuch as housing and other social phenomenon are challenges in Namibia,
the Government of the Republic of Namibia recognises such challenges and is,
by systematic approaches, addressing them to ensure better and improved
living conditions of all citizens.

The intention by the Honourable Shixwameni to table the Motion comes at a
time when Budget Debate is taking place. The Budget presentation contains
detail elements of the programmes and projects that the Government of the
Republic of Namibia is embarking upon, including the concern being raised by
the Honourable Member. It can only be appropriate to debate the issues raised
by Honourable Shixwameni during the Budget Debate.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I, therefore, request Honourable
Ignatius Shixwameni to withdraw his intention to table the Motion. It is my
conviction that the introduction of a Motion on the subject matter, while this
august House is debating the 2010/2011 Budget in totality, will not advance
the interest of this Nation. If the Honourable Member does not concur with my
suggestion, the House may be compelled to resort to the democratic process of
voting. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Ideally the Honourable Minister could have consulted
the Honourable Member to convey these concerns, but the Minister has done it
formally from the Floor and we will take it that way. Minister Katali.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
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HON MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY: Comrade Speaker, this is
my maiden Ministerial Statement. I first would like to congratulate you on
your appointment as the Speaker as well as congratulating Honourable Loide
Kasingo as the Deputy Speaker.

Comrade Speaker, I also would like to congratulate the new Members of the
House as well as the old Members for being re-elected to this august House. I
would also like to welcome some Members of the Opposition who have
returned to this House after a break.

Comrade Speaker, I would also like to congratulate all the SWAPO Party
Members of Parliament and wish them a blessed SWAPO Party 50th year
anniversary.

I have noted with concern the recent media statements that have appeared in
local newspapers, alleging that the Zimbabwean Government is contemplating
decommissioning the Hwange Power Station because of frequent breakdowns
and that the Zimbabwean Government has directed ZESA to suspend power
supply to NamPower in events the power station is down.

The Zimbabwean Government has strongly refuted the above allegations as
devoid of any truth and their official position on this matter was communicated
to my office on 29 March 2010, refuting the media speculations. As you all
are aware, NamPower entered into a US$40 million loan agreement with
ZESA in March 2007 for the refurbishment of four units at the Hwange Power
Station in Zimbabwe. In exchange, ZESA entered into a five-year Power
Purchase Agreement with NamPower for the supply of 150 megawatts. The
Power Purchase Agreement has at no stage of the negotiations and eventual
signing linked to sourcing power only from the Hwange Power Station. Under
the current Power Purchase Agreement, ZESA committed itself to supply 150
megawatts to NamPower for a period of five years. ZESA started supplying
power to NamPower as from the 1st of October 2008. It should, however, be
noted that ZESA committed to source and supply the 150 megawatt from any
other source, including the Hwange Power Station.

The US$40 million that was made available to ZESA was to refurbish Unit 1
to Unit 4. ZESA was responsible to source additional funding for the
refurbishment of the Water Treatment Plant, Cooling Water Supply System,
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Ash Plant and Coal Supply Plant, which is outside the scope of refurbishment
plan linked to the US$40 million loan agreement.

During the period under review, the Hwange Power Station experienced
certain challenges and that is why it could only produce 50 megawatts out of
the installed capacity of 750 megawatt. The Zimbabwean Government has
assured us that the current challenges being experienced at the Hwange Power
Station are receiving attention. An investigation in assessing the extent and
nature of the problems being experienced at the power station was recently
instituted and that process was completed recently. The Zimbabwean
Government has also informed us that the Hwange Power Station will be
returned to full production capacity by October 2010.

In this respect, ZESA will continue to honour its contractual obligations as per
the agreements entered into with NamPower and the Zimbabwean Government
remains fully committed to the aforementioned commercial agreements signed
between the two sister utilities.

The sound bilateral relations that exist between Namibia and Zimbabwe, both
at Government and utility level, will continue to flourish. The Namibian
Government has no doubt whatsoever that any difficulties being experienced at
the Hwange Power Station and the supply of power to Namibia will continue
to be addressed within the current spirit of our existing bilateral cooperation.
It, therefore, goes with noting that the investment that NamPower has made by
providing funding to ZESA to refurbish the Hwange Power Station has yielded
the required results, as this has reduced our reliance to a single source of
imports, notably from Eskom in South Africa.

We are all aware that the power demand in South Africa has increased
significantly, surpassing the available supply capacity, hence the
diversification of our energy imports is extremely necessary and it is within the
context and framework of our White Energy Policy. The Namibian
Government will continue to provide all the necessary support to NamPower to
expedite the development of our own generation sources to ensure security of
power supply. To this effect, I have received a detailed briefing on the current
and projected power supply status as far as generation projects and the
expansion of the national transmission network.
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In conclusion, Comrade Speaker, I urge all of you, particularly those from the
media, both print and electronic, to desist from speculating on issues without
obtaining factual information from the authorities, both in Zimbabwe and
Namibia, on issues of public interest. It is our collective duty as Government,
media and civic society that we act responsibly in our endeavours to
communicate appropriate and accurate information. I thank you, Comrade
Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: This is a matter of concern to the Nation, because it
affects not only the economy, which is the most crucial one, but also the daily
well-being of the citizens. Thank you very much for the clarification. Any
further Ministerial Statements? The Secretary will read the First Order of the
Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON SECOND READING
APPROPRIATION BILL

HON SPEAKER: When this House adjourned on Thursday, 15 April 2010,
the Question, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion by the
Honourable Minister of Finance, that the Bill be read a Second Time.
Honourable Amathila adjourned the Debate and I give him the Floor.

HON AMATHILA: Honourable Speaker, let me seize the opportunity to
congratulate you and your Deputy, Comrade Kasingo, for having been given
the task of guiding the work of this august House on behalf of the Nation of
Namibia to fruition. It is very important to note that the Debate that we are
currently engaged in is the Budget by the Minister of Finance and her
Colleagues and from what I have heard so far from all corners, both the Ruling
Party and the Opposition, nobody seems to be having difficulties in praising
the Minister for a job well done.

This is a Budget coming shortly after we attained twenty years of
Independence of our country, a country which for the past thirty years was
engulfed in a war of liberation, conflicts, oppression, but we have managed the
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past twenty years to show the world that not only do we have the skills to
manage the affairs of our country, but we have also instilled in our people a
spirit of tolerance for each other’s views, tolerance in order to have peace and
political stability in our country.

The Budget we are discussing is obviously an attempt to satisfy the needs of all
the people of our country, to provide for the building of infrastructure and to
provide all the necessary services to our country so that in the years between
now and 2030 we are aiming at industrialising our country to become a country
where each and every one of our citizens has a better chance to look after
themselves and to be less dependent on the Government.

Comrade Speaker, having attained that position of twenty years of
Independence with flying colours and looking around us and far afield, one
realises that peace is a commodity, which is in very scarce supply all over
Africa. I therefore think it is incumbent upon all of us seated here, to maintain
that spirit that we have been involved in over the past twenty years, to make
sure that our country does not fall back in chaos and disputes. Chaos and
disputes do not come with a knock or with a bang, and sometimes the things
we say and the way we say them act like a lighter to an explosive situation. It
is for that reason that it is very important that we try to work towards peace
and political stability in our country indefinitely. Without peace and political
stability, we will obviously resort back to the past and chaos is not something
that we have been fighting for during the thirty years of liberation struggle.

Comrade Speaker, the Budget by the Minister everyone has praised is indeed a
very worthy document, but it would appear to me that with that kind of a
document, with the kind of figures that we are going to work with, it is one
thing to have that kind of document, but are we going to work towards
implementing all these ideas in such a way that at the end of the day the hopes
and aspirations of our people are met through this Budget allocation?

It has been shown in the past that the designer of policies and most of the time,
the people who design projects are not necessarily the people who implement
those projects. In-between the designer of the projects and the implementers is
always that gap that always leads to failure of good policies and good
allocations of money and I think it is our duty to provide that understanding
between the intention of the policy-makers and those who are going to
implement these particular ideas, so that there is a very good understanding of
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what is being planned and what we are planning to achieve with these
allocations.

Once when I was seated in this Honourable House, I said that the problem is
sometimes that you have the policy-makers and lawmakers sitting here,
discussing some of these issues and we then approve the Budgets and send
them to the respective Ministries and you do not know if the implementers
have an idea as to what was expected from them. On one occasion I pleaded
with this House that maybe we have to find a way of bringing all the
Permanent Secretaries to this House during the discussion of the Budget, in
order that get a feel of what the representatives of the people of this country are
bringing to this House on behalf of the people of this country. I thought by so
doing – and maybe it has already been done – we will build bridges of
understanding between the policy designers and the implementers of these
projects. I still believe, and strongly so, that we need to have all the Permanent
Secretaries here to see that the totality of the Nation speaking, rather than to
have the limited objective of the Vote of the Ministry, without realising and
understanding how the decision impacts on the other Ministries’ portfolios.

I have seen many a times in the sojourn of three years that I have been outside
that there seems to be a war on authority between a Ministry and a Parastatal
under that Ministry. This one tells you one thing and the other one puts it the
other way around and at the end of the day what is so important for the Nation
is sometimes lost in-between. Therefore, Permanent Secretaries and Chief
Executive Officers of Parastatals of Government have to be encouraged to
come here to listen to what the Nation is trying to do, so that they do not work
at cross-purposes at their respective levels.

Comrade Speaker, when the Permanent Secretaries and the Chief Executive
Officers come here, I expect them to take note of everything which is said
here, take it back to their Ministries, discuss with their Ministers and see
whether everything spoken here is practical, can be implemented, is money
available and then possibly try to expedite the implementation of the projects.
The reason why I am repeating this particular approach is that it is so
disheartening to see that, in spite of the money that we are allocating, the hopes
and aspirations, the expectations of our people outside there are sometimes not
met. Sometimes we have the luxury of time and our pensions and all the other
beautiful things that we have, we are not in a hurry to see the pain that goes
around in our people. Yet we are the representatives of the people.
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It is very important that we take a break from the past and see how this
beautiful Budget can be implemented as fast as possible and our people see the
difference in what we promised them during the election time and what
obligations we have to them in our manifestos.

It would appear to me that by so doing we should move closer to a position of
getting value for our money. I am not so sure, whether we are really getting
value for all the money we are spending.

If you take the portfolio of Education, I know it is a decision of the President to
entrust Comrade Minister Iyambo with the task after three or four education
giants have worked on this particular subject. I am referring to Comrade
Angula, Comrade Mutorwa and Comrade Mbumba. That is a very challenging
post and with the N$6 billion, Comrade Iyambo, that you are going to get,
everybody is complaining about our education. I am not so sure whether we
are complaining about the policy, as it would appear to me the policy is in
place. Comrade Iyambo, I think the problem is that you have a big portfolio of
human beings who sometimes are deprived of the true intention of your
Ministry. Each and everyone designs his own projects and implement it at his
own pace and sometimes at the peril of our own children. We say the children
are our leaders of tomorrow and we should be seen to be in a hurry to provide
them the opportunity to become good leaders.

Comrade Iyambo, I am sure consultations with the forerunners of this Ministry
will help you not to reinvent the wheel. The moment you find yourself in a
situation of trying to redesign this and redesign that, you may find that the
N$6 billion that you are going to get will not be sufficient. Consultation here
and there will possibly put you in a better position to take leopard leaps
forward in rendering the required service to our people.

I saw on television, Comrade Iyambo that you have called your principals of
schools here in Khomas to learn from them how they see the things expected
from them. Congratulations, that is a very important step. If you could repeat
that, step overall the Regions of our country and let those principals feel they
are part of the design and implementation of this project, we would maybe be
moving a little bit faster towards getting this situation corrected.

All the children in our midst have their own expectations and children are just
children, if they are not helped correctly, they will definitely misuse the chance
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to do the right thing and time lost does not return very easily at the very same
price.

If we look at our health situation, again the N$2,6 billion is quite a lot of
money. In my view, Comrade Kamwi, you have done your level best to try to
inspire those people working with you to do much more than before.
However, the question was raised by Comrade Tjongarero the other day, that
the moment you remove our people working for the State hospitals to a place
such as MediCity, they become different people altogether in terms of the
implementation of what is expected from them, their humanity in serving the
patients, something that they do not do at State hospitals. I have to be very
careful, I am not saying that everybody can be lumped together. There are
very good nurses and very good people working in our hospitals, but it seems
that when you shift them from the State facility to places such as the Roman
Catholic Hospital and MediCity, they do the things, which are not noticed in
our State hospitals.

Honourable Kamwi, I know that you have been listening and I am sure you are
going to pay attention to see why are we very bad at implementing the ideas at
our hospitals with the money that we have.

Sometimes you go to the Katutura Hospital and it is very frustrating to see old
people visiting time trying to get to certain floors while the elevators are not
working. They try to climb up the stairs and sometimes you find them resting
halfway. You can feel their breath, beating hearts, trying to get to where their
relatives are and sometimes they fail and come back.

Comrade Kamwi, I have noticed that sometimes the children in hospitals get
bored. When the elevators are working, you find them in the elevators,
pressing all buttons up and down. It may be the reasons why the elevators do
not last very long. Maybe you could consider taking a member of the disabled
community to sit in the elevator hours to direct and control it to the point that
maybe that elevator will last a bit longer.

I have noticed that cleanliness has greatly improved in our State hospitals, but
we still have that human element that people cannot carry out instructions by
themselves, they have to be reminded all the time. Maybe every floor should
have a supervisor who will see to it that everyone is carrying out his duty.
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Maybe this would help people to do a little bit more than what they are doing
today. These are only some suggestions on some of the things I noticed at the
hospital.

Comrade Nghidinwa of Home Affairs, I have been wondering by myself
sometimes, that when I leave my beautiful country, I have to fill in this little
form and when I come back, I have to fill in this little form. I do not know
what purpose this form serves. When going to other countries, your passport is
just swiped over a little device, you do not bother filling in forms and you pass
without stress. You fill in a form, maybe you cannot write properly, and that is
where the argument starts with the Immigration Officer. Is it not possible for
us to improve a bit on the immigration aspect of those forms so that a national
should feel proud to be coming back to your country? In other countries, you
have a board for nationals, a board for visitors, and a board for associations. It
will maybe be good for our country to one-day reach that stage where you
could just show your passport or card and go through with ease. That is
possibly a dream, but in my view, it is a dream that could easily be achieved.

Another aspect I thought I should mention in my maiden statement is that we
are a neighbour of South Africa and South Africa is going to host the World
Cup 2010 and I am not so sure whether our Immigration Officers are up to the
task, that should anything bad happen in South Africa, its origin would not be
traced to Namibia. This is really the time that we need to put our house in
order to ensure that our immigration facilities are in top form, so that nobody
uses our country to disrupt peaceful events in our neighbouring country.

Traffic in any given country is an indication of chaos to come. When I lived in
Angola, you would find somebody stopping in the middle of the road with a
truck and you just had to be patient. The other day Comrade Ncube mentioned
the performance of our taxi drivers and I would say it is not only the taxi
drivers but we too, the way we conduct ourselves on the roads. Can we not
attempt to change the laws in an attempt to address the unemployment among
the youth, by giving the youth an opportunity to work as traffic controllers
under the supervision of a Police Officer, so that part of the money that they
raise will be theirs and a certain portion goes to the State? I am sure this chaos
on our streets will disappear very soon and some students will be able to pay
for their own studies through that process.
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Comrade Minister of Defence, I am saying the following not because I want to
be negative, but the technology of war making has improved immensely. In
the olden days you would have been arrested if you photographed certain
installations, but today there are no secrets at all these military bases, you can
see pictures on Google of what is going on there. Maybe, because of that
secrecy that has disappeared with the advancement of technology, we should
equip and train all our people not to allow this country to be occupied by
anybody rather than spending money on things that cannot last long.
(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: On that note, we rise for refreshments and Honourable
Amathila will have an opportunity to continue.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:15 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON AMATHILA: Comrade Speaker, I was trying to say that the Ministry
of Defence is one of those rare Ministries, which has a great opportunity to
create among all of us as Namibians a sense of patriotism. If the Ministry can
afford to train each and every Namibian militarily and all the devices that go
along with it, so that those who have bigger guns than ourselves should not
dream of occupying this country, that will be the biggest defence that we can
have in this country. That is where the sense of patriotism can grow faster it
should apply to every citizen, irrespective of colour, tribe, etcetera.

Finally, Comrade Speaker, all of us want land, but obviously, we cannot all
become farmers. Comrade !Naruseb, we cannot all become farmers. Maybe
we have to find a way of addressing this issue, for each and everyone to
understand that we cannot all be farmers, there will not be enough land for
each and everyone. Land must be given to those who can use it productively,
otherwise we are going to run into serious problems where people are going to
demand land which we cannot provide.

Comrade Speaker, I do not want to be a prophet of doom, but this Budget
should allow us to address the question of land, the question of water provision
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and electricity. If these pressure points are not addressed in the next five years,
our citizens will definitely call us to order. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank Honourable Amathila. This was indeed your
maiden address in the 21st century. Your first maiden address was in the 20th

century. You cannot be suspected for telling it as you see it, because you are a
man of dignity, we all respect you and what you said to the House and the
Ministers you identified by name was well meant. You could be wrong, but
that is what you think.

HON MWANINGANGE: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of
Parliament, I thank you for giving me the opportunity to contribute to this very
important agenda issue of the National Budget.

However, before I do that, Honourable Speaker, I would like to congratulate
His Excellency the President, Comrade Pohamba, for his re-election as
President for the second time. I wish him well and thank Honourable Member
for his excellent leadership. The Namibian people have spoken and we in the
SWAPO Party are proud of him.

In this spirit, let me also extend my special gratitude to the Founding Father of
the Namibian Nation, Comrade Sam Nujoma. He led the liberation struggle of
Namibia to final victory, he founded the Namibian Nation and laid down
strong foundations for political, economic and social emancipation. Therefore,
he remains the icon of Namibian history.

Honourable Speaker, you are one of the strong political pillars of our Nation.
At the same time, your special skills and world understanding gave a brighter
picture of our beautiful Namibia to the outside world and I congratulate you.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Comrade Loide Kasingo, we shall gain wisdom
and good ideas out of your fresh-mind leadership. Congratulations once again.

To the Honourable Members, especially to the senior SWAPO Party leaders in
this House, such as the Vice-President Comrade Hage Geingob, the Secretary
General, Comrade Pendukeni Iivula-Ithana and Comrade Nangolo Mbumba,
the Deputy Secretary-General, your commitment and dedication during the
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recent Presidential and National Assembly elections have made it possible that
once more the SWAPO Party is ruling and governing Namibia. All Members
of SWAPO, please accept my sincere congratulations and, indeed, my dear
compatriots from the Opposition Parties, I wish you well.

Honourable Speaker, the SWAPO Party Election Manifesto remains an
important instrument for shaping and guiding Government policies and
programmes in political, economic and social aspects as far as our national
development issues are concerned. Thus, the national Budget today in this
august House is an example.

Comrade Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, you have set an excellent example
with your understanding of budgetary issues.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I wish to dedicate my presentation
towards issues of the Budget itself and other related matters. The presentation
of the Budget before the House is to seek more guidance, so that the
Honourable Members are able to improve on it and to guide where necessary
and then approve it for implementation in order to enhance and realise the
current and possible future crucial development programmes.

Short and long-term programmes are put in the actual development plans.
Particularly at the level of each Line Ministry, policy issues are formulated,
articulated and implemented. This is one of the very important stages when all
sectors have laid down its programmes as provided for in the overall national
development goals and priorities.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, having said that, I would like to
touch on some specific issues that are of rural socio-economic nature, which
are fundamentally required as far as the living standards of our rural
communities is concerned. Among these are:

 Provision of sound and adequate economic infrastructures, such as water
and sanitation

 Electricity – either power grid or renewable solar energy;

 Road infrastructure, for example feeder roads to link main rural centres;
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Honourable Speaker, in the period of twelve years I have been Governor of
one of the Regions, I noted the achievements in road infrastructure, especially
at the very infant stage, through the projects Food-for-Work or Cash-for-Work.
These projects played a great role to enable our rural communities to reach
important centres of the Regions.

 Telephone and other means of communication are very important in the
most remote areas;

 Mobile health facilities could be effective if they are provided with roads
and means of communication with the communities;

 Media coverage in order to inform rural communities on socio-economic
issues.

It is notable that the SWAPO Party-led Government is making achievements in
all aspects of community advancements, not only in the rural areas, but also
among the underdeveloped peri-urban areas, which include our people who
find they are seeking survival in urban centres. Some of these people,
especially the youth, find themselves in a very difficult situation and they need
special developmental attention.

Development programmes at the Regional level give new hope to our people
who in the past colonial era were left to lead poor lives in the former
segregated so-called homelands. However, the development programme of
declaration of settlements and new towns, including new urban main centres or
capital centres, made a positive impact on the livelihood of people. The
Regional Development Programme has brought about change as far as social
and economic activities are concerned. The new enabling environment has
been created. Small and medium entrepreneurship among the people are
enhanced.

The Government’s decentralisation programme created a good economic
environment in the Regions and one is witnessing economic growth and
expansion of commodities such as most essential goods and services, which
led to the improvement in the quality of life of former disadvantaged rural
communities in the country as a whole.
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Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I am convinced that, despite the fact
that the national resources are not adequate, the declining of some of the
natural mineral products, unemployment mainly due to the world economic
hardships, which are all a burden to our economy, we as a country need to find
a way out of this global crisis. We need to impact on our agricultural products,
commercial and communal, as well as fishing industry products to boost
economic growth.

We need highly advanced technology and development of our human
resources through education and training. In that, way we will be able to
become an industrialised country. This will respond to the problem of high
unemployment among our youth. The youth are the major development force
in Namibia. They are the custodians of the future of our country. We have
land, we have labour and human resources and we must put together these
productive forces to maximise and improve our capital products.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, planning and strategies will only
have good end-results if it takes into account a realistic, measurable and
achievable approach. Moreover, it is of paramount importance that all Budget
provisions are based on the principle of good governance. Good governance of
our public affairs should adhere to the four most important pillars, namely
accountability, commitment, transparency and efficiency.

With these remarks on this very important national Budget, I once more thank
our Honourable Minister of Finance and her highly professional team as well
as the National Planning Commission.

I thank you, Honourable Speaker and Honourable Members.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Member for his constructive
contribution. Honourable Minister Nghimtina.

HON MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: Thank you,
Honourable Speaker. Let me join others who congratulated SWAPO and His
Excellency President Hifikepunye Pohamba for an overwhelming victory in
2009 Presidential and National Assembly elections.
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In the same vein, let me congratulate the Speaker and Deputy Speaker for
being put in charge of the National Assembly proceedings and affairs, the
Minister, Deputy Minister and staff of the Ministry of Finance as well as the
Director-General of the National Planning Commission for a well thought-out
Budget, which is a pro-poor Budget. You did very well to consider our elderly
citizens for them to receive N$500 per month. What we have done so far is
excellent. My contribution will concentrate on Vision 2030 and its
implementation.

Honourable Speaker, our first national vision during the liberation struggle,
spearheaded by the SWAPO Party, was to be a free Nation and we attained that
vision in 1990 when Namibia achieved its Independence. We delivered on that
promise. We must now continue to build on our achievements and the
determination shown by all Namibians who sacrificed their lives during the
struggle so that we could enjoy the freedom we are now enjoying.

After 1990, most of the leaders sitting here pledged to work for a better
Namibia devoid of poverty, ignorance and diseases and promised to achieve
this through a new vision, Vision 2030. We all bought into this vision and
supported its implementation. Namibia’s Vision 2030 intends to make the
dream of a prosperous Namibia a reality by bringing Namibia into the league
of high-income countries where citizens enjoy widespread prosperity.

Vision 2030 intends to build on our strengths, our determination and our
mutual destiny as Namibians. I have no doubt that Namibians, irrespective of
their political affiliation, not only welcome the promises of Vision 2030, but
also are ready and willing to do their part to realise it. Namibians must have
no illusions that the Vision 2030 journey we have embarked upon will be easy
and accomplished overnight. Vision 2030 will only be accomplished by our
collective efforts and each Namibian has a role to play.

Namibians want to see results that will directly improve their lives and it is our
duty as leaders to deliver and create a conducive environment for our people to
realise their true potential.

In his remarks when he opened the first meeting of Cabinet in 2010, His
Excellency Comrade Pohamba reminded us all to ensure that all outstanding
Government projects are implemented as a matter of urgency in order to fight
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unemployment and poverty. The President reiterated the need to move “from
business as usual to business unusual”. I fully agree with the President’s call
and I call upon all Namibians to take this opportunity to make history by being
the generation that will fulfil the prophesy of the founding fathers of our
Independence, a proud country, made of hard-working people that will conquer
the ills of poverty, illiteracy and diseases.

However, to deliver on this ambitious process of national transformation
required by Vision 2030, it demands a fundamental shift from business as
usual to business unusual, from multiple and often uncoordinated levels of
decision-making to coordinated approach, from slow reactive to fast proactive
approach.

Comrade Speaker, we can only deliver on our promises in Vision 2030 if we
strengthen the coordination and implementation part of the vision. To this end,
I propose the establishment of an independent Vision 2030 office with its
board of directors, supported by the Namibian Vision 2030 Secretariat to
oversee the implementation of all Vision 2030 programmes and projects.

The Vision 2030 Secretariat should be managed by a Director who will report
to the Vision 2030 board. In doing so, the Secretariat will work in
collaboration with Government Ministries and departments as well as the civil
society and other relevant stakeholder groups to identify sectors and
opportunities that would fast track us towards the realisation of Vision 2030.

The Vision 2030 Secretariat shall provide strategic leadership and direction in
the realisation and implementation of Vision 2030 goals and closely
collaborate with Line Ministries in developing the annual strategic plans for
the realisation of Vision 2030. The Namibian Vision 2030 Secretariat will also
have clear institutional linkages with other existing institutions, structures and
organisations, both in the public and private sector.

Honourable Speaker, Namibia’s Vision 2030 is a vehicle for accelerating
transformation of our country into a rapidly industrialising high-income Nation
by the year 2030. The journey to 2030 will require sacrifices, hard work, self-
discipline and determination. I am confident that all Namibians will meet
these challenges in order to make our country prosperous, where every person
will enjoy a high quality of life.
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Let us individually and collectively commit ourselves to the realisation of
Namibia’s Vision 2030 targets and continue to work together in order to build
an equitable and prosperous Namibia.

With these few words, I support the Appropriation Bill and I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Minister. Honourable Tjihuiko.

HON TJIHUIKO: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. Let me first
congratulate the SWAPO Party on their 50th birthday. I just want to advise that
50 years are very important, you must be transparent, you must be democratic
and you should be very much tolerant.

Honourable Speaker, today I am going to deliver a general Budget speech and
I will be more specific when we deal with the specific Ministries and for now,
I shall talk about one or two things that have really been bothering me.

The first issue I want to talk about is the Budget. Honourable Speaker, for the
last five, six years I have been trying to understand what is guiding the
SWAPO Party when drawing up the Budget, because my understanding of a
Budget is that one, obviously, has to have an objective that the Budget has to
achieve that specific year. We must have a Budget that is targeted towards
something for that specific year.

Honourable Speaker, the Minister of Finance, as usual, presented the
2010/2011 Budget with a lot of empty promises, but before we talk about the
Budget, let us try to understand what the Budget is all about. It is very
important for us to understand that.

According to the Oxford Dictionary, “Budget” can be defined as “the plan for
spending money wisely or an amount of money set aside for a purpose”. I
have been trying to educate myself these two things to see what it is that we
want to achieve through this year’s Budget. Before we however start looking
at the spending, let us try to understand the purpose or objective of this year’s
Budget. What is it that the Government wanted to achieve with this Budget?
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I have been listening to all the Honourable Ministers who have been given an
opportunity to come with new ideas and I have been hearing the same old
story, “thanking the President for having appointed me”. The objective of
Government, so to speak, is to industrialise this country by 2030. That is the
long-term objective of Government. That is the set objective and the vehicle to
get us to that objective is the breakdown of Vision 2030 into national
development plans and then further into ministerial action plans that would be
implemented on a yearly basis. That is the way I understand it.

In order for you to implement this, you need to have the Election Manifesto of
the Ruling Party. That is what we have been promised, that this Manifesto is
going to deliver. You have been given a mandate by the people to go and
implement in the interest of the people, but I am not sure about the mandate of
the current Ruling Party, we are still waiting.

Honourable Speaker, the set priorities in the SWAPO Party Election Manifesto
2009 are clearly stipulated on page 4, point 1.1.7 and it reads as follows: “The
creation of productive jobs remains a high priority for the SWAPO Party.
Therefore, growing the economy is a prerequisite to create much-needed jobs.
The SWAPO Party will ensure that investments are made and promoted in the
sector of agriculture, mining, fisheries, aquaculture, manufacturing, tourism,
information, transport, energy development, construction and development of
other critical economic infrastructures.” These are the set priorities of the
Ruling Party, SWAPO.

The question that we need to ask ourselves is: What percentage of the national
Budget has been put aside for this purpose? That is what we need to know.

Looking at the Budget and taking the seven economic sectors, which are the
Ministries of Mines and Energy, Environment and Tourism, Trade and
Industry, Agriculture, Fisheries, Works and Transport, how much has been
budgeted for these? All in all, N$4,6 billion. For the Ministry of Education
alone, that was supposed to be benefiting the kids that are coming from
Honourable Minister Iyambo’s efforts to be employed, they have budgeted
N$6 billion. N$6 billion for education and N$4,6 billion for jumpstarting the
economy. That is what I do not understand with the planning and
implementation of the SWAPO Party programmes. Out of the N$28 billion
Budget for, only N$4,6 billion have been budgeted for the sectors that are
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supposed to jumpstart the economy, the sector that has to take us through to the
2030 industrialisation period. How do you do it? These are things that are
overwhelming to some us, that you do not make it even N$10 billion.

What do you want to do with the kids who are coming through the education
system? Are you now planning to have an army of unemployed youth? To do
what? What do you intend to do with the unemployed graduates coming
through our education system? The problem is that we are not planning we are
reacting. We are reacting to people blaming the Minister of Education by
giving money to Education, but it will not solve the problem.

The problem we have now is the highly educated and trained people that we
last year discussed through the Motion of Honourable Ankama and we
continue doing the same thing. What is the problem with you people?

The question that we need to ask ourselves is: What is it that we want to
achieve through our Budget? What are the results that we expect to see next
year? How many jobs do we expect to see next year? What will we do with
the trained people who have come through that process? The best we can do is
to advise them to go and sit on the street corners, because that is where they
belong. The reason for this is that we are not planning for the time when they
have completed school.

Honourable Members, all of us know that the economic power in this country
is in the hands of a very few monopolies of big companies, mainly coming
from outside Namibia, hundred percent owned by foreigners. When putting
money into the banks in Windhoek is just as good as putting money in the bank
in Johannesburg, we do not have control over that money, therefore we cannot
create jobs. In most cases, they are coming with their staff from elsewhere
because we are a member of SACU and we have freedom of movement of
people. How are we going to create jobs if we as Government are not
investing in the sectors that would be able to create jobs in our own country?
Until when are we going to expect foreigners to come and create jobs for us?

Every formal Industry in Namibia is foreign owned and their top managers are
coming from their mother countries with 20% small and emerging industries,
fighting among ourselves for the 20% share in the economy and what
happened to that 20%, the small and medium industries that the Ministry of
Trade and Industry has been talking about for the last twenty years? Where are
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they? Every year you will see a Budget towards the Small and Medium
Enterprises, every year you will see support for the purchasing scheme. What
has happened?

Honourable Speaker what I have seen is that the people with small businesses
that were operating in the trade sector in Oshikango, Oshakati and Ohangwena
town are nowhere to be seen, because this sector has been taken over by
foreigners who are the so-called investors in those areas, with no benefit to the
poor. If you go to Oshakati today and look at the businesses in Oshakati, be it
Truworths or whatever, the managers of those businesses are coming from
Otjiwarongo, from Okahandja, they are not locals and no jobs have been
created. Our people have been pushed into the backyards and those who have
taken over have not created any jobs, let us face it.

Honourable Speaker, we need to sit back and ask ourselves how far have we
gone, what is it that we have done? I am not criticising you, I am saying “we”,
all of us together.

Honourable Speaker, it is necessary and it is allowed through WTO and SACU
Rules for Government to discriminate in the interest of the infant and small
industries. It can be done, but we have not done it with the exception of one or
two industries, which are not that small. If you go to any street here, you will
see very cheap products flooding our market. Our people are not competing,
you cannot encourage them to do manufacturing, and you cannot encourage
them to trade because they do not have money to import in bulk.

The purchasing scheme of the Ministry of Trade and Industry is on paper
twenty years later. How would you expect our small businesses to operate?
The small-scale scheme and the funding that we are talking about, we are
giving money to people in order for them to get into debt, because they are not
going to be able to pay, there is no market for their products. This condition
has been created and we do not protect them, we do not support them. All that
we are doing is reacting.

Honourable Speaker, as long as we do not tell Europe, Asia and the US that
Africa and Africans have come of age and that we know what we want, we
will continue running around to the Doha Round of Negotiations, we will
continue running around to EPAS, we will continue negotiating while they are
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putting their house in order. We will never be able to get through these
negotiations.

We will be kept travelling from one capital to another until we reach the time
when we are going to say, instead of flying to Pretoria and Brussels, let us
drive to Oshakati, let us drive to Mariental, let us go to the villages, let us go to
our people to hear from them what the problems are. It is only then that we
will be able to effectively address the problem of unemployment and poverty
in our country.

The way we are going about now, we are buying these new cars since the
Ministers are too fat, they do not fit into these cars and N$30 million has to be
spent, instead of advising them to do exercise. What will happen if they
become bigger and bigger? Are we going to buy other cars?

I want us as Namibians to look at the Namibian position and I am saying this
because while Namibians are always committed to collective African positions
on a number of issues, our fellow Africans and brothers consider, first and
foremost, their own interests. While we are negotiating with Europe through
EPAS, some of our brothers that are always sitting with us, sign bilateral
agreements.

If you go to any supermarket in Windhoek, the products you see on, our
shelves are fish from Spain. How do they get into Namibia? The moment this
product gets into that country, it automatically becomes a product of that
country. We are selling our clean meat to South Africa and South Africa has
an agreement with the EU, what will happen? They will buy our meat, it will
become South African meat and they will export it – as easy as that!

We as a Government should look at these things. We should first look at the
Namibian interest and secondly look at the common African position, as our
brothers always do. There is one thing that we need to understand the time of
the liberation struggle for Independence and self-determination was different
from the economic struggle. Our struggle was against known enemies. We
knew it was the colonialists, imperialists and whatever, but in the economic
struggle, our enemies are not only Europe, Asia and the United States, but we
are also competing among ourselves. We are fighting for direct foreign
investment. The moment we see an opportunity, we will never tell these
people to go and invest in Botswana and if you have a chance to tell people not
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to invest in Botswana but to invest in Namibia, we will do that. Therefore, our
economic struggle is not like the struggle for Independence.

Whoever is putting money into this country is doing it with a purpose there is
no free meal. We should not lose sight of that reality. The problems the
Nation is facing as we speak are unemployment, poverty and disease. I was
shocked the other day when I was listening to the contribution of the Deputy
Minister of Agriculture. He was informing the Namibian population that our
people are drinking clean water while he knew that the water in the canal
between Okongo and Oshakati is dirty and the people are drinking that water.
There are certain areas where the water is not clean. (Interjections).

To tackle unemployment head-on, Honourable Speaker, we need to do two
things and two things only. (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: I want to ask the Ruling Party Members to jot down
because some things are very serious. If the Honourable Member is making
very serious allegations that are factually not true and are intended to put the
Government in a bad light, the Government side has the responsibility not only
to refute factually, what is wrong, but also to call the Honourable Member to
order. In this exercise, we listen to one another.

HON TJIHUIKO: I withdraw that one, Honourable Speaker. We need to do
two things and two things only, Honourable Speaker, to jumpstart the
economy, by putting more resources into the sector that has the ability to create
jobs, to provide relevant and needed training, to protect our infant and SME
market or the segment of that market where our people should be operating and
this can be done through known and approved rules and regulations by the
international community and institutions of which we are members.

I believe that we need to put more money into agriculture, turn every inch of
the arable land in the Caprivi and Kavango into a green scheme, and start from
there. We need to have a system whereby we channel the floodwaters into
earth dams where it can be used productively instead of killing people. Every
year we are spending money to move people to higher ground and then to
bring them back. Let us use that money to develop inland earth dams, then use
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that water to make those areas productive. This can be done in the Caprivi and
the Kavango. I believe that we would be able to feed our people through this
programme, we would be able to create employment and we would be able to
address the question of diseases, which are created by poverty, and some of
these other problems.

I do personally not have a problem with spending on Defence, but then, if I ask
the question as to why we have this time around again increased the Budget
and the Honourable Minister responsible would tell me there is a Parliamentary
Committee Report that says we should increase, I am getting the impression
that the increase was not properly considered, it was an increase because there
was a Report. The Report did not recommend that for five or ten years you
spend this certain amount of money, the Report has recommended that the
equipment of the Ministry of Defence needs to be upgraded, but not at the
expense of any other Ministry. Honourable Minister that is the reason why the
other day, instead of looking at what the Ministry needs, we sent soldiers who
were too fat and unfit for international service.

The second problem that we need to address is the problem of corruption,
nepotism and regionalism. For the last five years, NUDO has been calling
upon Government to address the question of corruption and nepotism. For five
years, NUDO has been waiting to hear what happened to the N$100 million of
ODC. For five years, NUDO has been waiting to hear what happened to the
Presidential Commission Reports that were promised to be presented to this
House.

Recently we were faced with the Ministry of Finance scanner issue, we were
faced with the Chinese scholarships, we continue seeing uncontrolled
overspending and those responsible for these things are always going scot-free.
We are also waiting to hear what has actually happened to the Omusati toilet
scandal. When are we going to get answers from the Honourable Minister as
to where are we with these things and what happened to the people responsible
for these things, when will action be taken against those who are suspected of
having committed crimes? We are seeing selective action. Some people have
been arrested, their assets have been frozen while other people are just walking
the streets.

We cannot see development taking off, we cannot see job creation taking off
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while some people have a free hand in helping themselves as they wish. It is
not on.

Honourable Speaker, our Government is trying to address the issue of
development and I applaud you for that. You did the right thing by taking
services from Tsumeb, which is a more developed area, into Omuthiya. That
was commendable, because by taking the services to Omuthiya, that has
become the economic growth point of that area and because of that, more
opportunities are coming up. People now have money in their pockets, more
small businesses will be developed, and hopefully you will have a bit of
control over the foreign products that are flooding the market, especially in the
North.

Taking the services to the people, as the Ministry of Regional and Local
Government, Housing and Rural Development is saying through the
decentralisation programme that has been on the shelf for the last 15 years, is
the answer to our problem and people will appreciate that and that is why I am
congratulating you for taking the services to Omuthiya. (Interjections).

HON SPEAKER: Minister, I am going to say the same thing to you, if any
Member from the Opposition side is not telling the truth, or is deliberately
distorting things, then that must be corrected. There is an opportunity for
Ministerial Statements, there is an opportunity to advise those Honourable
Members who have not taken the Floor yet to include it in their statements.
That is how it should go, but for now, we listen to the Honourable Member.
Everything will be recorded in the HANSARD. What he says, what you are
going to reply will be recorded, and nothing will be lost.

HON TJIHUIKO: Surprisingly, Honourable Speaker, our Government, after
having thought about that, moved Government services away from the people
of Okakarara to Otjiwarongo. Services that were in Okakarara were moved to
Otjiwarongo. (Interjection)

HON MEMBER: What services?
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HON TJIHUIKO: Government services, the same services that were taken
from Tsumeb to Omuthiya. I want whoever is going to answer to tell me what
criteria were used to take these services from Tsumeb to create economic
growth in Omuthiya and taking these services from backwards area of
Okakarara, which was supposed to be the centre of economic growth, into a
more developed place like Otjiwarongo. (Interjection)

HON MEMBER: Which ones?

HON TJIHUIKO: The Government services. Even the office of the Ministry
of Trade and Industry when we started was in Okakarara and has been moved
to Otjiwarongo and you know what I am talking about. This is not propaganda
it is a fact.

This has denied the much-needed development to take place in that area,
because people with money in their pockets have moved to Otjiwarongo.
Businesses are not interested in Okakarara because there is no economic
growth point that could attract them to Okakarara and that is why we have
people doing shopping in Otjiwarongo every day. People were so excited to
hear that the Ministry of Trade and Industry is going to build this industrial
park in Okakarara and one of the big supermarkets are also going to Okakarara
and they were looking forward to that, because for each and everything you
should travel to Otjiwarongo.

The second point that I want to mention before I conclude, Honourable
Speaker, is that I have been thinking that for developmental purposes it would
be a good idea for Government to seriously consider the Kunene Region. If
you look at the distance from Khorixas to Opuwo, the capital of Kunene,
would it not be a good idea to seriously look at dividing this area into two
Regions, the way we did with Otjinene and Epukiro. If you look at what is
taking place in Epukiro now, but has not taken place when this was one
Region, that is a good case study. Khorixas has the facilities, you are not
going to build anything there. Opuwo has the facilities and all that we need to
look at is the possibility of having two regions, so that these two Regions can
directly benefit through budgeting. The way we did with Otjinene, Epukiro is
an idea, and I think it is a good idea.
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In conclusion, Honourable Speaker, there is something I am not happy about,
something that has been bothering me for some time and I am going to say
what I think is right or wrong and it should be accepted as my view on this
issue. I have been thinking about the question of building one Namibia, one
Nation and I believe that to build one Namibia, one Nation we need to look at
the younger generation. The old generation that have been living in Katutura,
one is living in the area where there is H on the door, one living in the area
where there is an “N” on the door, it is very difficult for that generation to
understand the new developments and that is why we need to do it with the
younger generation.

I have been bothered by this issue of dividing the young people by giving those
names. We have the born-frees, we have the not born-frees, that is the age
before the born-frees, the age of 35, we have the one name that I do not like
very much, struggle kids.

HON SPEAKER: Is it a bad word?

HON TJIHUIKO: I have a problem calling a person a “struggle kid.” What
does that really mean? I personally think that there could have been a better
name, but to say that is a struggle kid, what does that really mean? We could
have given them a better name, but to me it is not good, it does not sound
good.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Member, I do not know what means in
Otjiherero, but a struggle kid is somebody born in the course of the struggle.
All the kids born during the struggle are struggle kids.

HON TJIHUIKO: All the kids that were born from 1966 when the actual
armed struggle started in this country, were born during the struggle. If you
take the kids of the people who were inside the country, if you take the kid of
Honourable Ngatjizeko, of late Tjongarero, of late Kambangula, Thlabanello,
these are the kids of the struggle because their parents were denied ….
(Intervention)
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HON SPEAKER: On that one I want to do what I am preventing the others
from doing and that is, as far as I know the SWAPO Party and speaking for the
SWAPO Party and an elected Member of this House, the struggle was
provided into three fronts – the political front, the diplomatic front and the
armed struggle, but all that was struggle. The Comrades who were here at
home were involved in the struggle, those who were given the function to
represent the revolution at the diplomatic front were having children, they were
struggle children and obviously, those who were in the armed struggle, they
gave birth to struggle children. Your own misunderstand, what you perceive
that to mean is your problem really.

HON TJIHUIKO: That is why I am saying that all these kids, as the Speaker
was saying, were all born during the struggle. For me the problem is that we
single out one group. To me that is divisive.

HON SPEAKER: Where does that happen Honourable Member?

HON TJIHUIKO: Those who are meeting the young people, I can tell you
that there has been a perception that has been developed of the “struggle kids”
and the “other kids.” Honourable Speaker, I believe that when we unify our
people to build this “One Namibia, One Nation”, we must develop a system
that will unify the young people without having labels on their heads.

With that kind advice, Honourable Speaker, I rest my case and I hope that the
Colleagues have taken me in good spirit. Thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Member. Honourable Dingara.

HON DINGARA: Honourable Speaker of the National Assembly, Right
Honourable Prime Minister, Comrade Nahas Angula and the Deputy Prime
Minister, Honourable Marco Hausiku, Honourable Members of the National
Assembly. It is my distinct honour and privilege to stand in this august House
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for the first time and to make my maiden speech. To me this is historic
because it is the first time it is happening in my life.

First, allow me to congratulate you, Comrade Theo-Ben Gurirab, with your re-
election as the Speaker of this House. It is through behaviour and leadership
quality that talks louder that things happen that way. It is also very true that
Comrade Kasingo, who was elected as Deputy Speaker of this august House,
comes from NUNW as a Unionist and she was groomed by the SWAPO Party
and at one point she was the national treasurer of NAPWU, one affiliate union
to the NUNW and she performed that task excellently. Remembering all those
things, I was not surprised to see her now becoming the Deputy Speaker of this
House and I think it is also for the first time in her life that she is Deputy
Speaker. Congratulations, Comrade Kasingo.

As the President Pohamba was saying yesterday, if you talk about Namibia, it
is impossible to leave out the name, Sam Nujoma. It will be impossible for me
to speak without also mentioning the name of Comrade Dr Sam Nujoma,
because when you go to any country on earth, Europe or America and say you
come from Namibia, they say, “Sam Nujoma?” If you say, “I know Sam
Nujoma” they will know Namibia. Therefore, it is our history and it would be
useless for that person to say you do not know Nujoma. Therefore, Nujoma
must be thanked and we will continue to thank him and we want to encourage
the future youth and future generations to continue thanking him, because the
history of this country will be incomplete without his name and we have to
congratulate him for having been our Father of the Namibian Nation. I am
happy that he is the right one to be the Father of the Namibian Nation and no
one else.

All of us in the SWAPO Party know Comrade Pohamba, but those who
yesterday attended the Galls Dinner have heard from the horse’s mouth, from
Comrade Sam Nujoma’s mouth, how he described Comrade Pohamba. I do
not want to repeat, everything, which was said, and we must only congratulate
Comrade Pohamba that he was re-elected to be the President of this Nation.

Yesterday the SWAPO Party reached the age of fifty years for the first time.
(Laughter). Comrades, it is history, it is not a joke. Some of the speakers
yesterday said that they did not think they would be here when SWAPO Party
becomes fifty years old. Comrade Pohamba, Comrade Nahas Angula,
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Comrade Theo-Ben Gurirab were thinking the same, they did not think that
they would be here and I want to congratulate all of them.

I am speaking in the absence of Comrade Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila and I
wanted to speak while she is here, because she makes us proud that she is here
for us as a Nation. I listened carefully when she presented her Budget speech
and I felt so happy, but I did not know how to behave, whether I should keep
quiet or say “keep it up”, because I was very, very new here. That was the
first speech I listened to in Parliament and I went to her and said, “is this
congratulations not too much?” It is not too much, it is only that we do not
have better words to say it.

After I listened to the tabling of the Appropriation Bill, I realised that the
majority of the Opposition Parties did not listen, because when they spoke, I
realised they were continuing with the election campaign that has ended. The
first one given the Floor was SWANU, and what did they do? They read their
election Manifesto to us. I was thinking whether we are really the right people
to be mobilised, because the right people and the right time was before the
election. As SWAPO, we took our Manifesto and we told the Namibian
people that this would be the contract between the Namibian people and us as
the SWAPO Party. I do not know what the other Parties did.

The next person who took the Floor from the Opposition was from the APP. I
took note of what was said and I went to search where the information came
from. What I realised is that they took the SWAPO Election Manifesto and
came and interpreted it to us here. I was disappointed because it is about the
Appropriation Bill, not about campaigning. The Namibian people have
already spoken, they have decided which one of the fourteen manifestos should
be chosen and they chose one. From the leadership point of view, it means that
after that process has been concluded, all Political Parties in this country must
unite. Each Political Party must put their manifesto aside and study the one the
Namibian people have chosen and determine whether the Budget is in line with
that Manifesto. I am happy that when CoD were speaking, they were speaking
in a fashion that shows that CoD is dead. When the speaker from the CoD was
speaking, it showed me clearly that there is nothing there.

Then the UDF took the Floor and the UDF said that they looked at the
Appropriation Bill and found no reason why they must reject it.
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Congratulations to UDF.

When I was sitting here and listened to the first speaker of NUDO – and you
know whom I am referring to – it took me fifteen minutes to understand what it
is all about, but what I can remember from that speech is that when the
Speaker said, “oh, whoever wrote this, that one................”, I cannot remember
what he said.

Comrade Speaker, I have realised during the campaign and here during the
Debate for the last two to three weeks that because we speak of the “mighty
SWAPO Party” and when you go to church you hear, “Almighty God”, that
maybe that is creating confusion among the Opposition Parties. They believe
that maybe because we are saying “mighty”, that the power of the SWAPO
Party is probably equivalent to that of God, because God said the earth must
exist and immediately the earth existed. Then God said animals of different
types must exist and immediately there were animals. They think when we say
we will construct roads, they immediately want to see the roads as if we are
almighty.

However, we must inform them that we are just ordinary people, created by
Him who created them. When we say we will build the Trans-Caprivi
Highway, it does not mean that the moment we have uttered the words it would
exist. It means that we must go and look for money, we must go and buy
bulldozers, advertise and all those things must happen. It could take a year
before we start with the actual construction. Therefore, please bear with us
that we are big, but not equivalent to the Almighty God.

Honourable Speaker, Members of the National Assembly, our Party has a
history. The majority of us here were present almost the entire 20 years after
Independence. We did many things and others have mentioned some of them,
but at Independence there was no Outapi town in Namibia. The SWAPO Party
Government built that town and we built another town at Eenhana, which was
just a village. It is a village where people stop drink water and go. We built
Nkurenkuru.

At Independence towns such as Katima Mulilo, Rundu, Ondangwa, Oshakati,
Khorixas, Okakarara, including all villages in the country were administered
from Windhoek, but we managed to transfer the administration to the
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inhabitants of those towns. If I want to continue with the list of what the
SWAPO Government has done, it will take me around two weeks.

Comrade Speaker, I have to say the following because the truth is important,
although I see other people are afraid to hear it. I want to mention the
following three points as closing remarks.

There are things, which are wrong in the current Labour Act. One of the
things, which are wrong, is labour hire. Labour hire is like car hire. You buy
cars and then people hire the cars from you and pay for that. Labour hire is to
hire people and they people pay you money. This is not a new thing, it is an
old story. I feel bad that it is continuing in Namibia.

The calculation of overtime and work done on a Sunday and public holidays
are also contained in the Labour Act. It has caused a problem because people,
such as the nurses, are now discouraged, because when they today work the
same hours as they did three years ago, they receive less salary. (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: You may continue tomorrow. The Debate on the Second
Reading on the Budget will continue tomorrow and Thursday. The House
stands adjourned until tomorrow, 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:45 UNTIL 2010.04.21 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER: took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Any Notice of Questions?
Honourable Ulenga.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 5:

HON ULENGA: I give notice that on Thursday, 29th April 2010, I shall ask
the Honourable Minister of Environment and Tourism, the Honourable Nandi-
Ndaitwah, the following questions:

1. How many foreign tourists are expected to visit Namibia during the
staging of the FIFA Soccer World Cup during June and July this year?

2. What have your Ministry and the related public and private institutions
specifically been doing in preparation for this world event happening
next door?

3. What benefits are expected to accrue to the Tourism Industry and to
Namibia in general?

QUESTION 6:

HON ULENGA: I further give Notice that on Thursday, the 29th of April, I
shall ask the Honourable Minister of Mines and Energy, Honourable Katali,
the following questions:
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1. In the light of recent announcements by NamPower of an estimated 35%
increase in electricity rates, why do Government and your Ministry
believe it is justifiable to saddle the public with such a hefty increase?

2. What is the reason for this increase and why was it necessary?

3. Is it true that this has to do with the Hwange Power Supply Agreement
that you talked about yesterday?

4. Can the Minister shed more light on the possibility of developing nuclear
power supply on Namibian soil in the near future, as was recently
reported in the media?

HON SPEAKER: Can the Honourable Member table the Questions? Any
further Notice of Questions? Any Notice of Motions? Any Ministerial
Statements? Honourable Kamwi.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES: Honourable
Speaker, Honourable Members, I rise to give an update on the recent
confirmed cases of Influenza A H1N1 2009 in Walvis Bay and Swakopmund
districts, Erongo Region.

As you will recall, the last case of Influenza A, H1N1 was reported in
September 2009 and from then we had none. Similarly, it is important to take
note that we were one of the few countries of the WHO Member States who
had put in place a Preparedness and Response Plan according to the WHO
recommendations against H1N1 infection. As a result, the guidelines were
maintained, respected by all to the letter and spirit in order for us to contain
this epidemic promptly.

Honourable Speaker, I want to say we were able to manage and contain the
virus within a short period of time because we received maximum cooperation
and support from the stakeholders who included, amongst others, medical
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practitioners, both public and private, the laboratories, the media and the
general public. For this, I would like to thank them, in particular the media for
the objective reporting in our quest to eliminate H1N1 2009 and of course,
other stakeholders for their tremendous support.

However, it is sad that I have to inform the Nation that after such a long span
of break without H1N1 virus circulating in Namibia, I have to confirm that we
now have confirmed H1N1 viruses circulating in the Erongo Region.

You will recall that quite recently the Namibian newspaper broke the news,
reporting cases of H1N1 on the 9th of April 2010. It is true, the Influenza A is
once again with us. I personally thanked the journalist through the Namibian
newspaper because of his objective reporting. He was able to inform the
readers of the origin of the infection and the suspects accordingly. For
example, he made it clear that 13 Namibian golfers had gone to Thailand and
that one of them had in fact symptoms similar to those of H1N1 whilst in
Thailand and that upon their arrival at Hosea Kutako International Airport,
some of them had similar symptoms. This made it easier for us to take urgent
follow-up and prompt action in order to stop the further spread of this dreadful
infection.

However, it is very unfortunate that some of those who were infected by the
virus did not cooperate according to the recommendations as outlined in the
Preparedness and Response Plan. As a result, we now have five confirmed
cases reported from the Erongo Region, four from Walvis Bay and one from
Swakopmund. According to the laboratory information at our disposal, to
date 21 cases were tested, from which five positive, eight negative and eight
are pending.

Once again, I would like to emphasise the importance for some Namibians
who visit other countries where this virus is still circulating to take the
necessary precautionary measures during their stay and that once they return to
Namibia, please to report themselves to any health care provider of their choice
once they experience flu-like symptoms. Accordingly, Dr Jack Vries, who is
Chairperson of the National Health Emergency Management Committee at the
Ministry’s Headquarters here in Windhoek, telephone number 203 2148 and
mobile, 081 127 8943, must be informed immediately by any medical officer
or laboratory who attended to such clients without fail.
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I wish to reiterate the symptoms for H1N1 2009:

 Fever
 Muscle pain
 Cough
 Sore throat
 Headache
 Chills
 Diarrhoea and vomiting
 Fatigue.

I wish to appeal to the residents of Walvis Bay and Swakopmund to take heed
and report accordingly.

Honourable Speaker, in the same vein, let me use this opportunity to inform
the Nation that the Ministry of Health and Social Services will embark on a
vaccination campaign for specific high-risk population groups, that is, the
health care workers, pregnant women, children between 6 and 11 months and
patients with chronic illnesses. This campaign is planned to take place
between 17 and 21 May 2010 nationwide. Meanwhile, we have two training
workshops with the technical support from WHO for the health care providers
who will be engaged in the campaign.

The vaccines were provided by the WHO free of charge in response to our
request. For this, we remain grateful. However, the training of personnel and
the related logistics will be borne by the Government.

I thank you for your kind attention.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Minister most sincerely for alerting us and
the public that this threat is still around and that we should adhere to the
measures proposed by the Ministry. We also thank the Namibian newspaper
for having alerted all of us on this score. I was getting frightened because I
was in Thailand recently and of late I have been feeling feverish, but maybe it
might be the normal wintertime symptoms. Minister of Defence.
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HON MINISTER OF DEFENCE: Honourable Speaker, Honourable
Members, I rise just to inform the Honourable Members that the Ministry of
Defence has sent invitations to Honourable Members to attend to an exercise to
be conducted by the Namibian Defence Force.

Immediately after our Independence in 1990, a new Namibian Defence Force
was born and a new Namibian Defence Force officers were commissioned.
Some of us were lucky to be the first officers to be commissioned on that day,
the 2nd of June 1990 at Okahandja. This is today regarded as the Namibia
Defence Force Day.

The Namibia Defence Force will be 20 years and would want to show to the
Namibian Nation its capabilities and capacities, we are therefore inviting you
to the exercise in Omulunga wa kolondo in the Oshikoto area. The exercise is
called “Desert Rumble II”. They have already conducted a first exercise. It
is called “Desert Rumble” because the desert will rumble under the fire of the
NDF and we are inviting all the Honourable Members through the Honourable
Speaker to come and see the capacity of their Defence Force for themselves.

We will send the programmes to the Honourable Members once they have
confirmed their attendance or participation. I wanted to give this information
to the Honourable Members through you, Honourable Speaker, and I thank
you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Minister. We are invited, I
received my invitation and I am sure all the Honourable Members received
theirs. I am, on behalf of the House, assuring the Minister that we are all going
to attend. Any further Ministerial Statements? The Secretary will read the
First Order of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON SECOND READING –
APPROPRIATION BILL

HON SPEAKER: When this Debate was adjourned on Tuesday, 20 April
2010, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion by the Honourable
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Minister of Finance, that the Bill be read a Second Time. Honourable Dingara
was on the Floor and he may continue.

HON DINGARA: Honourable Speaker, yesterday I ended where I spoke
about the new Labour Act, mentioning Labour Hire and the calculation of
overtime and that those two matters need serious and urgent attention to
correct the situation on the ground.

To continue, Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members of Parliament, it is true
that not all Political Parties sitting here today have truly won the election. That
is the truth. Since that is the case, the SWAPO Party, which has the majority,
is the only who qualifies to be almighty SWAPO. The rest cannot be almighty.
(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Member, why are they sitting here if they
did not win the Election? If you could just clarify that? We are here because
we won elections.

HON DINGARA: Since that is the case, I am one of those who are much
disappointed with the situation and, therefore, I am seriously requesting the
Minister of Information to bring amendments to the Act, which causes that
situation for others to be here without really having won elections, so that we
can change it in order that in the next term of office, only those who truly won
must be seated here.

Comrade Speaker, the law pertaining to land is my next point. The Right
Honourable Prime Minister indicated that the land is a very important
commodity for the Namibian people. Other people are now becoming rich at
the expense of the Namibian people, because some of them got the land free
and because they do not care about the Namibian people, they decide to
become rich by selling the land. The buyer also does not have any intention to
produce so that the Namibian people can benefit, he is also just buying in order
to sell at a profit. As we are speaking now, the price of land in Namibia is
becoming too high and we should not allow this situation to continue. I
propose that any law which allows this situation to continue, it must be brought
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here so that it can be discussed and the ideal situation is that if a person wants
to buy farmland, the Government must first approve after establishing what the
person will produce on the land. That approval will be on condition that the
person will really produce. If this person in future wants to sell the land
without having fulfilled what he has proposed to the Government, to which the
Government has agreed, that person will not be allowed to sell the land. We
should think along those lines so that people do not buy land just in order to
sell it at a profit, because land is for all the Namibian people.

The land goes together with the EPL, it is one and the same. No one should be
allowed to buy just for the sake of selling at a profit.

Another issue I want to touch on, is the housing scheme administered by
financial institutions in Namibia. What is happening is very disappointing,
because one has to buy a house at your duty station. One Comrade started
working in 1999 and last year he told me he is retiring, he has worked 19
years. When this person was employed for the first time in Government, he
was in Otjiwarongo. He bought a house in Otjiwarongo because the scheme
dictates that you must buy a house at your duty station in order to qualify for
the subsidy. The Comrade bought a house and after seven years he was
promoted to Lüderitz. He must have a house in Lüderitz in order for him to
qualify for the subsidy and obviously, he had to sell the house in Otjiwarongo
to buy a house in Lüderitz. He did that and stayed in Lüderitz for five years
and then got another promotion to Gobabis. He had to sell the house in
Lüderitz in order to have accommodation in Gobabis. Two years before his
retirement he got promotion in a different own, but then the Bank said he does
not qualify to buy a house because the person was now 58 years old and he
cannot pay off a house in two years as the period for repayment is twenty
years.

As I am speaking here today, Comrade Speaker, this has happened to many
Namibian people and if we want our people to own properties, that is a bad
situation. Almost all the financial institutions are foreign-owned, therefore
almost all the houses are also foreign-owned houses.

I am calling upon ourselves to get involved and arrest the situation, so that in
the future we could maybe shorten the period of twenty years to ten, because it
used to be thirty years at Independence. I think there exists a possibility that
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we can still shorten it to ten years, so that people can afford to buy houses.

Another issue is discrimination between men and women. If you are married
you may only buy one house as a couple if you are below the management
cadre in the Government. However, from management cadre and above, each
one of you may buy a house. It happened here in Windhoek that two
colleagues bought houses before they got married, but after their marriage they
were forced to sell one house. After five years they got divorced and one of
them came to me, but I found it very difficult to assist. We have to correct
these things so that we can move forward.

Another issue I want to touch on is rural water supply. Comrade Ueitele
proposed pipelines for the Omatako area and I want that proposal to be
extended to the rest of the country where it is needed.

Comrade Speaker, in many organisation in Namibia people are employed in
the low job categories while they have high qualifications in different fields of
study. All companies, including the Government, are called upon to ensure
that a person who has obtained qualifications be employed in line with those
qualifications.

Comrade Speaker, most of the Opposition Parties during the last two weeks
said that our Government has good policies, but they say implementation is a
problem. Our problem is the people who are working in the offices. When
they belong to the Opposition Parties, the implementation is very slow. The
Opposition Parties should just propose that a SWAPO cadre be appointed in
every key position so that that problem can be solved.

Comrade Speaker, with these few words, I fully support the Appropriation Bill.
I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Member. Honourable Kapia.

HON KAPIA: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker, Honourable
Members. Let me join my Colleagues, the Members of Parliament, who spoke
before me by congratulating you for your re-election as Speaker of this august
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House. One day you told me something I cannot forget. You said you cannot
afford in your lifetime not to be a SWAPO Member. I took it seriously and I
also want to say I cannot afford not to be a SWAPO member in my lifetime.

At the same time, let me also congratulate Comrade Loide Kasingo, on her
election as Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly. I know this House has
very good and capable drivers.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I want to be brief and highlight some
very important issues. The Honourable Minister of Home Affairs and
Immigration brought some very important points which I want this Honourable
House to refer to the relevant standing committee, namely the auctioning of
land and houses in our towns and cities, the prices, etcetera.

I also want us to support what our Prime Minister has proposed to this House,
namely the amendment of the laws which regulate the sale of agricultural land.
The same applies to mining concessions and others. We want to ensure that
“mobile economy” is done away with in this country. With “mobile economy”
we refer to instances such as Ramatex, Weatherley International, BP, Shell and
others. We do not know which ones will follow. These are “mobile
economies”. They are here today, tomorrow they close and go because where
the decisions are taken, the Namibian people are not taken into consideration.
They are only considering their own needs in their countries where they came
from. I have therefore been on record that we have to change the “mobile
economy” to an Namibian-based economy, controlled by Namibians for the
Namibians.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, as the Fifth Parliament we have to
work day and night to ensure that all our raw materials are processed here so
that we create jobs for the young people of this country. We have a very
serious task to create jobs for the young people of this country. I am not
discriminating, but I know the majority of the people who are unemployed are
the youth. I do not know whether we need a law for black economic
empowerment, but should we need one, the Ministry responsible should
formulate a Bill and bring it to this House. We can pass it within a day. If it is
a policy, the Executive should formulate that policy and it must be
implemented. We cannot continue talking about black economic
empowerment while we do not have guiding tools. It is high time for us to
ensure that some of these tools are put in place.
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Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I assumed that the people serving on
the Tender Board are Namibians, coming from various villages and towns of
all corners of this country. However, what is happening is that the local
companies are not given tenders. This Tender Board must go down to the
people and explain all the procedures. If need be, we must have tendering in
the syllabus of one of our training institutions, so that we train Namibians how
to tender, so that our people benefit from this Budget. We have to do
something. Companies are tendering, but only one or two companies, owned
by non-Namibians, who are awarded the tenders.

Look at the companies who are supply food for drought relief. They put
conditions so that the Namibian people do not qualify. When they are buying
stationery, they are buying from other people while the Namibians are trying to
manufacture the same products. A serious investigation should be embarked
upon to rectify the current situation.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, our President said on the 21st of
March that we must produce food, we must utilise all water we find in Namibia
for crop production in order to produce food for our people and create jobs.
The area of Okahandja has underground water and very good soil. Those
products can be sold in Okahandja and Windhoek. We continue importing
onions, tomatoes and many other things. If what happened in Europe should
today happen between us and South Africa and we cannot fly or drive to South
Africa, what would happen?

The young people of this country need jobs, therefore we must create these
avenues for them to get employment. We are not saying they must just call for
employment, they must try by all means to create jobs for themselves and
employ others, but at the same time, we as a Government have that
responsibility to create jobs for our people.

The allocations to the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Youth, the
Ministry of Safety and Security and the Ministry of Health and Social Services
are commendable in the sense that many young people will be equipped with
knowledge and skills or will be employed. We know only young people are
employed in the Namibian Defence Force and we hope provision is made in
this Budget for recruitment.
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The Ministry of Youth will need more funds, because we need to prepare all
the young people and my advice is that all young people and able bodied
persons should serve in the National Youth Service for three months, all of
them, even those who are standing at the robots. We must go to the
Government farms and take Giraffe and Oryx to supply food to these people
and train them in different fields. Therefore, Comrade Speaker, the Ministry of
Youth, National Service, Sports and Culture needs more funds and I would not
mind if they were given even a billion annually to cater for some of these
things.

The Ministry of Safety and Security must be commended and I want to make it
categorically clear that on the 1st of April of this year the Ministry recruited
more than 800 youth inside the country and they recruited more than 200
young people who were born in exile and they are presently being trained.

I want my friend, Honourable Shixwameni, to be clear that there is no
discrimination in the SWAPO Government when it comes to employment.
There are those who are trying to organise the young people who were born
inside the country to demonstrate because only those born in exile are given
jobs. (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: The House shall rise for refreshments.

HOUSE ADJOURNED AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMED AT 16:15 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON KAPIA: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. I was talking
about the allocation to the Ministries of Education, Youth, Defence, Safety and
Security and the Ministry of Health and Social Services and I mentioned the
recruitment by the Ministry of Safety and Security.

According to reliable information, the Ministry of Defence this year alone will
recruit almost 1 600 young people. More than 1 000 young people will be
drawn from the ones who applied from the different Constituencies of this
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country, around 400 from the National Youth Service and plus minus 200 from
those who were born in exile. Therefore, the youth are catered for in the
Budget which we are discussing now and we want more, so that we do away
with unemployment.

Young nurses and doctors are recruited and trained by the Ministry of Health
and Social Services to serve in the Ministry and I want us all to wholeheartedly
support the allocations to these Ministries and others, such as Home Affairs
and Immigration, the Ministry of Finance, Customs and other Ministries,
including Gender Equality.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I want to raise my concern that break
was observed when it comes to the railway to Oshikango. This to me is not a
good sign. Money should therefore be allocated for the completion of the
extension to Oshikango. We should start with Ondangwa-Oshakati, Oshakati-
Okahao-Opuwo-Cape Fria. We could recruit all the able bodied people to
work on this railways up to Cape Fria and Anglo-Fria. By the time it has been
completed, they would have reached retirement age.

The infrastructure development in this country cannot be over-emphasised.
We cannot development this country without infrastructure. Therefore, we
need feeder roads to connect rural areas with urban centres. Our people in the
rural areas want to take their products to nearby settlement areas, village,
towns and cities for trade and they need roads. Even when people get sick or
are bitten by snakes and other things in those areas, they could be rushed to a
nearby clinic or hospital and a life can be saved.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I want this House to support the
proposal of Comrade Nickey Iyambo that we must call on the Ministry of
Regional and Local Government, Housing and Rural Development to bring the
Electoral Act to this House to be amended, so that every Political Party must
have 7 000 registered members in all 13 Regions. (Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES: Honourable
Speaker, I want to inform the Honourable Member that it was a joke.
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HON SPEAKER: You are right on that one.

HON KAPIA: I withdraw. The Political Parties must have representatives in
each of the 13 Regions of this country and at least 7,000 registered voters in
order to qualify to be registered as a Political Party. We cannot have a
Political Party participating in the National Assembly elections, getting 1,000
people and then claiming it is a national Party. (Interjection)

HON MEMBER: It is democracy!

HON KAPIA: No, democracy is not cheap. We cannot dilute democracy.
Democracy is a very expensive exercise and we must treat it as such. We
fought to bring democracy and people died for democracy. Therefore, the
allocation of seats to Political Parties must be reviewed. We cannot have a
Political Party which does not qualify for a seat to come to Parliament.
Therefore, I want us to support Comrade Nickey’s proposal and this House
must amend that law.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I know it is painful to those who are
not favoured by my comments, but that is reality. Therefore, in my conclusion
I want to, first of all, congratulate the SWAPO Party for attaining 50 years.
(Interjection) I am seven years younger than the SWAPO Party. I congratulate
the SWAPO Party for its re-election to be the Ruling Party of this country and
thank the Namibian people for choosing the winning Manifesto of the Ruling
Party.

In the same vein, I wish our Founding Father good health to continue giving us
his wisdom and guidance for the next fifty years. Therefore, Comrade
Speaker, Honourable Members, I want to congratulate my fellow retired youth,
such as Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila who retired from youth, for presenting
the youthful Budget, a Budget responding to the aspirations and needs of the
young people of this country and I move to support the 2010/2011
Appropriation Bill. Thank you very much.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Witbooi.

HON WITBOOI: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I rise to pay
homage to the Namibian electorate for giving the SWAPO Party yet another
mandate to steer the affairs of our Government and country for another five
years. I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to His Excellency
Hifikepunye Pohamba, President of the Republic of Namibia, for his trust and
confidence in me, as evident from his decision to include me in the list of his
ten nominees for the National Assembly. This is a trust that I do not take
lightly. I will work very hard in order not to disappoint the President, the
SWAPO Party and, indeed, our Nation in this regard.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I also take this opportunity to
acknowledge the tremendous contributions of Comrade Dr Sam Shafiishuna
Nujoma, our Founding President and Father of the Nation. It is the foundation
that he has laid that continues to allow us to make our own humble
contributions. I further wish to pay special homage to the late Dr Hendrik
Witbooi, my traditional, spiritual and political mentor.

President Pohamba, in his address during the induction course for SWAPO
Members of Parliament said that we are in Parliament to represent Namibia as
a single entity and to serve all our people. He pointed out that our mandate and
main responsibility is to serve all our citizens, including those who might not
have voted for us, to the best of our abilities. I wish to affirm my readiness to
serve my Nation and country as a whole to the best of my ability.

Comrade Speaker, this is the first time that I take the Floor since your election
to steer the business of this august House. I, therefore, wish to congratulate
you on your re-election to Parliament and to the seat of the Speaker. I equally
wish to congratulate Comrade Loide Kasingo for her re-election to Parliament
and in her new assignment as Deputy Speaker. I have no doubt that the House
is in good hands.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, it is an honour for me to be able to
deliver my maiden speech whilst we are considering the Budget for the
2010/2011 financial period. Allow me to briefly reflect, because of time
constraints, on the achievements of the SWAPO Party, whilst highlighting
some of my own concerns and aspirations for our country.
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The SWAPO Party Government has done very well in terms of socio-
economic development. We have world-class infrastructure, including roads,
rail, telecommunications, infrastructure, power lines and port facilities. We
have developed our capacity to provide amenities such as water, sanitation,
housing and electricity to our people. We have improved the provision of
health care, education and agricultural extension services to the majority of our
people. We recognise that more needs to be done and that the SWAPO Party
Government will not relent on this commitment.

Comrade Speaker, I am a teacher by profession and this is one particular area
in which I wish to see greater achievements. I will continue to engage
Comrade Dr Abraham Iyambo, the Minister of Education, on a number of
areas that need closer inspection and intervention. I am happy that the
education sector has again received the largest budgetary allocation. An
educated Nation is the ultimate bank of a Nation, as it will continue to sustain
the Nation’s well-being in the harshest of financial times. The ongoing
reforms through ETSIP must be intensified to allow us to confidently reach the
ideals of Vision 2030. I am confident that the Minister, with his hands-on
approach, will take this sector to a higher level.

The primary level of education, which is the foundation for our formal
education, must get the required support in terms of resources, teachers and
proper administration. The teaching of the mother-tongue, special education
streams, provision of counselling services and so forth must receive greater
attention. Comrade Speaker, counselling is an issue very close to my heart,
because I was a counsellor for many years at school level. The number of
children in class as well as the workload of a teacher determines whether he or
she can do justice to the child. We must look at how best we can strike a
balance between the available resources, the existing needs and the interest of
the children. These issues are issues on which I will, without a doubt, engage
the Minister.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the provision of services to our
people in the rural and peri-urban areas remains an important pre-occupation of
our Government. We need to look at the improved provision of water,
sanitation and electricity. We must work towards getting every household a
tap for potable water. We must look at hooking every household up to the
electricity grid. We must work hard towards realising the Millennium
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Development Goals on sanitation. I am confident that Comrade Ekandjo and
his Ministry, as well as Comrade Dr Kamwi and his Ministry will take this
challenge up, given that 2015 is not too far away.

I wish to equally champion the cause of housing by engaging the Ministry of
Regional and Local Government, Housing and Rural Development, the
National Housing Enterprise, the Non-Governmental Organisations and the
private sector towards making housing accessible and affordable.

Social housing programmes and the National Housing Enterprise must produce
more affordable housing. Central Government must further consider
improving its assistance to small towns and villages to provide housing and
social amenities to their residents. It must also assist these towns and villages
to shoulder the ever-increasing costs of water and electricity.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I am generally happy with the
allocations that were made in the submitted Budget. I recognise that Rome was
not built in one day. I am confident that this august House will collectively
make the right decision on the Budget that is under consideration.

I support the Budget as tabled. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Member. Honourable Tweya.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Honourable
Speaker, Sir, Honourable Members, it is indeed a privilege and pleasure for me
to address this august House during this very important Budget discussion.
But before I start with my contribution, I would like to congratulate the
Honourable Speaker and Honourable Deputy Speaker for being elected to lead
this House for the next five years. Congratulations.

Allow me the opportunity to also congratulate His Excellency, the President of
the SWAPO Party, President Hifikepunye Pohamba, for being re-elected as the
Namibian President by the majority of the Namibian people. This illustrates
the Namibian people’s belief in his tried and tested leadership and that of the
SWAPO Party.
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I would also like to congratulate our Founding president, the founder of the
Namibian Nation, President Sam Nujoma, for having celebrated 20 years of
Independence with us as well as thank him for his tireless support during the
last Presidential and National Assembly elections.

To my fellow Honourable SWAPO Members of Parliament, congratulations
for accepting to serve and improve the living conditions of all Namibians as
per mandate given to the SWAPO Party in the 2009 elections. I urge all of us
to fully implement the SWAPO Party Election Manifesto without fear or
favour.

Equally, I would like to extend my congratulations to the Honourable
Opposition Members of Parliament that have decided to join this House in
order to represent the voices that have given them the mandate. It is
encouraging to note that as citizens of this brave Nation and for the sake of
national unity, you have made a sensible and very wise decision to join this
House.

Lastly but not least, the biggest congratulations go to the Namibian Nation for
showing political maturity during the last elections and for giving the SWAPO
Party an overwhelming mandate to further manage the affairs of this brave
Nation. Well done, Namibia!

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, of this august House, we are
living in a global village where business borders as we know them will
disappear due to the increase in international trade, which means businesses
will no longer be able to claim protection based on their nationality or origin.
This will bring heightened competition from across the globe. The question is
whether we are ready to face this type of competition. We have to increase our
national competitiveness by exploiting our natural resources, create demand
for national products and services, create supporting industries to drive the
main economic sectors and finally, to have alignment in our different
strategies.

Namibia is endowed with abundant resources which include amongst others,
raw materials and human resources. The challenge we are facing is to harness
these for the benefit of our Nation, especially the youth and women of this
country. Like the rest of the world, we are currently recovering from the
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aftermath of the global economic recession, a period in which the gains we
made over the past decades were challenged. Because of the recession and
some other factors, the Government’s revenue sources have been drastically
reduced, thus limiting the Government’s ability in carrying out all its
development programmes. I must however hasten to applaud the Minister of
Finance, Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila and the entire staff
component for a magnificent Budget which is addressing the current
challenges.

It is also encouraging to note that this Budget remains a pro-poor and pro-
growth Budget, irrespective of the challenges that exist in terms of the
expected revenue.

As a result of the overall reduced revenue, we will be faced with many
challenges – unemployment and poverty reduction being the main ones of
them, and this will exert further pressure on the available resources and
Government as the custodian. Despite these challenges, I am confident that
with our combined resolve as a Nation, we will be able to overcome any
challenges in our way and remain a prosperous Nation.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, debates and differences in
opinions have taken place whether the Budget tabled is indeed pro-poor and
pro-growth. Let me just reflect on the pro-poor.

A pro-poor Budget is a fiscal policy tool targeting the poorest population of the
society by allocating resources on social and economic activities that would
assist the poorest of the poor in escaping the poverty trap. In the Namibian
context, this would be, for example, spending on rural economic development
and social infrastructures, such as clinics, schools, roads in areas where the
majority of the people live. It will also include spending on education and
skills training, which is an important economic vehicle and instrument in the
fight against poverty.

To bring this into perspective, Honourable Speaker, the current Budget has
allocated over 50% of its total expenditure on social sectors, such as education,
health, etcetera, over the next Medium Term Expenditure Framework period.
Not only is the amount allocated to the poor significant, but the quality of
expenditure in terms of the type of programmes is also commendable.
However, there is a need to monitor closely how these funds
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are utilised to ensure that it is cost effective and delivery responsive. This
includes spending on social grants, expansion of safety nets, improvement of
the average and quality education and health services, rural infrastructure, to
mention only a few.

The specific notable expenditure programmes included are the increment in
old-age pensions, provision of Anti-Retroviral drugs, spending on orphans,
rural schools and clinics. It goes without saying that social investments of this
magnitude will definitely improve the living conditions of the rural as well as
the urban poor in Namibia.

Against this background, it is quite logical to conclude that it is indeed a pro-
poor Budget targeted towards the needs of the Namibian poor.

However, it will take a collective effort from both the Political Office-Bearers
as well as the respective Government officials to efficiently and effectively
implement the programmes as set out in the Budget. To illustrate this, let me
reflect on three practical examples where I feel that the rural Namibia still has
a long way to go to enjoy the fruits brought about by Independence.

It has come under my attention that some orphans and vulnerable children in
some villages in Namibia are being excluded from enjoying Government
assistance in terms of education, health care and social grants because they do
not have Namibian documents, such as birth certificates and other required
documents. At one specific village a Good Samaritan is the one that is keeping
these children afloat through individual and donor efforts. With all the
progress made through various Ministries, can we still allow a situation such as
this where we fail to provide for our kids their rightful and basic needs because
the officials have failed to provide them with Namibian documents?

Similarly, we have villages that do not have any basic social infrastructure at
all, be it schools or clinics. We talk of all the milestones that we would like to
achieve with Vision 2030, how will this be possible if Government officials
responsible for planning and finding solutions to these programmes are not
committed or are failing to do so and we fail to act against those officials? Are
all our officials loyal and committed to the SWAPO Party developmental
agenda?
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It is also disturbing to note that in some villages in the Kavango Region, a
visiting truck from the Ministry of Home Affairs and Immigration that visited
some places, failed to provide Namibian documents because some of the
people failed to provide proof. My concerns are, how would orphans and
vulnerable children provide proof when they do not have any of their parents
that are alive, or people who were not baptised to provide church documents. I
think we have to encourage our officials in looking for alternative ways to
determine the nationality, instead of taking the easier way to discourage people
to these facilities in order to rush for regional coverage instead of service
delivery.

Those are three examples of pro-poor. The services are there, but the officials
are failing us and it is our challenge to do something about it.

I will briefly refer to pro-growth. The pro-growth Budget policies are aimed at
stimulating the productive capacity of the economy through investment into
physical infrastructure to unlock the economic potential of the country. These
policies are very crucial and relevant in the context of the Namibian economy
which has suffered from slow or subdued growth over the past years. The
causes of slow economic growth has been identified as low investment relative
to domestic savings, skills gaps and lack of entrenched entrepreneurial culture,
to mention just a few.

Honourable Speaker, whilst there is tax relief for businesses, the 2010/2011
Budget contains measures to support small and medium enterprises and black
economic empowerment companies. To further address these shortcomings in
particularly low domestic investment, the Government has reviewed the
Domestic Asset Requirement Regulations 15 and 25. This policy intervention
is aimed at ensuring that local savings are retained and translated into domestic
productive investment without significant pain to the savers. This initiative
will stem capital outflow, facilitate black economic empowerment financing,
create the necessary jobs and eventually, stimulate economic growth.

Furthermore, an amount of N$339 million has been allocated over the Medium
Term Expenditure Framework period to support small and medium enterprises
and black economic empowerment companies. The Development Bank of
Namibia will receive N$100 million as bridging facility for black economic
empowerment and small and medium enterprises financing.
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The 2010/2011 Budget also makes provision for a well-targeted Capital
Budget of N$6 billion and current tender procurement rules should ensure that
the spending of this Budget through the normal tender process will favour
Small and Medium Enterprises and black economic empowerment companies.

Honourable Speaker, let me revert back to my mandate, which is Trade and
Industry.

From the trade and industry perspective, the Namibian Government has laid
out ambitious targets for economic growth and for a more equitable
distribution of that growth in the country. It is increasingly a realistic assertion
that Namibia cannot grow unless it is well integrated with the regional and
global world.

The Ministry of Trade and Industry is an important role player in creating a
conducive environment for local businesses to function in the local economy.
In achieving our developmental goals, we have to address a number of key
issues. We have to create policies and the environment that will encourage an
entrepreneurship culture in Namibia. There are plenty of opportunities which
go by unrecognised and it is our intention to sensitise and involve more
Namibians to take advantage of and benefit from such opportunities.

In Namibia we have too many small enterprises that are failing to graduate to
medium enterprises, and equally there are many medium enterprises that do
not move on to become large enterprises. Unless we address this anomaly, we
will be failing in building a dynamic business sector, which is of utmost
importance in achieving our goals.

Over the past number of years we have seen a proliferation of mining activities
in Namibia, particularly uranium mining. This is a positive development for
Namibia. However, we must recognise the volatility of the international
markets and the limitations of the Mining Sector. To grow and expand the
economy further and to offset the market fluctuations, we have to diversify our
economy and stimulate growth in other or related economic sectors, such as
mineral beneficiation or processing, agro-industry, tourism and services.

With respect to employment creation, the Ministry of Trade and Industry, in
partnership with other line Ministries will embark on programmes that will be
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aimed at stimulating growth in the various economic sectors, especially labour-
intensive and export-oriented manufacturing industries. We must try to grow
sectors in which we have absolute or comparative advantages, for example, we
have sufficient factors of production, such as land, labour as well as the
requisite skills. We cannot be good in all areas and must, therefore, identify
our niches and exploit them for maximum gain. We need to identify sectors
which give us a competitive edge, instead of competing in sectors which are
cornerstone industries for more advanced economies.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the Ministry of Trade and Industry
will devise programmes that will focus on the maximum exploitation of
Namibia’s natural resources. Namibia has huge tracts of land lying idle in both
commercial and communal areas, while we continue to experience shortage of
basic commodities, such as fruits and vegetables. Job creation opportunities
are available in the exploitation of these sectors, while we will b addressing
energy and food insecurities.

Namibians have a common destiny and it is, therefore, required that all role
players aim towards a common agenda. Both the public and the private sectors
have an important contribution to make and it is imperative to have
complementary private-public partnerships in addressing the various
challenges facing us, but in particular those pertaining to commerce. Our
Government, through the Ministry of Trade and Industry, will do its utmost in
creating an enabling environment. However, our partners, the business sector,
must be able to recognise the opportunities and turn them into tangible
outcomes.

Attracting foreign direct investment will be paramount on our agenda,
however, we have to ensure that such investments are in line with our national
policies and yield benefits for the country. Exploitation of Namibia’s
resources must benefit the country and her people. There is nothing wrong to
exploit natural resources in partnership with investors, but it is criminal for
those entrusted with such to alienate them for individual and short-term gains.
Namibia’s resources are to benefit all Namibians.

Since independence, the Namibian Government has committed itself to trade
relations with the rest of the world, notably through SACU, SADC and as a
member of the World Trade Organisation. Namibia has mainstreamed trade
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into its development policy through the National Development Plan which
recognises the important role that trade has to play in national economic
development. The foundations of our trade policy or approach are securing of
preferential external market access for our products, regional and global export
expansion and competitiveness. As a member of the Southern African
Customs Union, Namibia’s trade policy is regionally determined.

Our Government took up the challenge of creating a more dynamic trading
regime for Namibia over the course of the last twenty years. It has made
remarkable progress in creating a framework for the competitive trade strategy
and we further aim to speed up the implementation of Namibia’s trade strategy
at the regional and global levels.

I must share with this Honourable House that twenty years after independence,
Namibia does not yet have and is in only in the process of designing implicit
trade and industrial development policies that will serve as single references
and effective policy frameworks in our industrialisation drive. The Ministry of
Trade and Industry has already elicited the services of some experts to assist
with the drafting of such an overarching national industrial development
policy, but various initiatives have, however, been supportive of reforms in the
industrial sector, which include aspects such as constructing of low-cost,
effective business environment for the private sector development as an
ongoing process. We are also in the process of refining our legal and
regulatory framework on investment to ensure a business-friendly environment
and to protect and encourage domestic investments, while ensuring that we are
globally competitive as an investment destination. We need to ensure efficient
and timely services to investors, including immigration and customs services.

Honourable Speaker, in conclusion, a plan that is not executed accordingly will
remain just a plan. It is our responsibility as the representatives of the electoral
to make sure that the Budget we are debating is implemented in its entirety in
terms of the SWAPO Party Election Manifesto without fear or favour.

Honourable Speaker, against this background, I want to register my support to
the Appropriation Bill and I thank you.
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HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Deputy Minister. Honourable
!Naruseb.

HON MINISTER OF LANDS AND RESETTLEMENT: Honourable
Speaker, Sir, Honourable Members, at the onset I think that it is in order to add
my voice to those who congratulated you on your well-deserved election as the
Speaker of this august House. I do not need to put emphasis on your proven
track record in the service of our Nation. That is a given, open for everyone to
see and appreciate.

I also want to recognise the election of our Deputy Speaker, Comrade Kasingo,
someone that I have known for quite a long time in the service of this Nation,
both pre-independence and for the twenty years since then.

Comrade Speaker, I rise to contribute to the ongoing Debate on the national

Budget before this august House. At the onset, I would like to congratulate
His Excellency, Comrade President Hifikepunye Pohamba and the SWAPO
Party for an overwhelming election victory during the recent Presidential and
National Assembly Elections. In the same vein, I wish to express my
appreciation to the Founding Father of the Namibian Nation, Comrade Sam
Shafiishuna Nujoma for laying a strong foundation for our Nation during the
liberation struggle and in the formative years of our Independence.

I also equally acknowledge the honour that has been bestowed upon me
through my appointment to serve at this level, hopefully with humility, in the
memory of those who sacrificed during the bitter and protracted struggle for
total independence. I would like to assure His Excellency and the Namibian
people at large that I will work tirelessly in close cooperation with related line
Ministries, stakeholders, Traditional Authority, development partners and the
diverse Namibian communities to ensure that amicable solutions to one of the
most important policy initiatives, adopted by the Government of Namibia at
the inception of independence, are found and implemented in order to improve
the livelihoods of our people.

Similarly, I also congratulate all the Members of Parliament for also having
been bestowed with the honour of being elected to represent the people of
Namibia in this august House. Our Government, under the dynamic and able
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leadership of His Excellency President Pohamba, should be commended for
having successfully attained yet another mandate to lead the Nation for the
next five years and for uniting the Namibian people and maintaining peace and
stability.

I also add my voice in support of the Budget that was presented by the
Honourable Minister of Finance earlier in this House. I would further like to
extend my congratulations to Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, the
Honourable Deputy Minister – also the one who has just left and has just
eloquently taken us through the motions in his contribution to the Budget
Debate and Comrade Calle Schlettwein – and the entire team for a job well
executed under very challenging circumstances given the global economic
environment.

Honourable Speaker, Sir, Honourable Members, having said the above, I
would like to point out that the Budget is about the future of our people, all
Namibians, in terms of their social, economic and political well-being. The
aspirations of the people must be articulated and translated through the just
presented Budget, even though the current prevailing economic challenges are
still very much apparent, fragile and require to be nurtured. At the same time
we acknowledge the Budget for its in-built efforts towards economic recovery
from the current state of recession.

I hasten to take note that our people have given all of us great responsibility,
placed high expectations on us in terms of bringing up and generating policies
that lead to the socio-economic upliftment of their livelihoods. I am sure you
will all agree that the sectors of Education, Health and Economic Development
remain pivotal and play an important role in bringing about immediate
fundamental change in the lives of our people.

The health of our Nation is important as it is linked to development. If you are
not healthy, you cannot work and if you do not work, you cannot create wealth
and by implication, amass wealth. Therefore, we need to have a healthy
Nation in order for us to meet the parameters that we are setting. The health
sector is crucial as it strives to bring about quality medical services in both the
public and private sectors. The provision of quality health care and social
services to all Namibians is also closely intertwined or linked to the
availability of a qualified human resource base. The 2010/2011 Budget sets
aside an allocation of N$2,6 billion toward the different programmes in the
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health sector, an allocation slightly higher than the N$2,4 billion allocated in
the just completed Financial Year.

While health care funding continues to shrink in most countries, health needs
are increasing exponentially through the challenges posed by the HIV/AIDS
epidemic. This scenario demands the maximisation of benefits from the
limited available resources.

In comparison to other sub-Saharan countries, Namibia’s health indicators are
much better, but our people expect an affordable and quality health care
system, hence the need to applaud the current efforts in our country towards
thorough planning and policy coordination in identifying priority areas where
resources are channelled to have the greatest impact. The Budget under this
sector is in tandem with the objective of Vision 2030 as it placed the
appropriate emphasis on the general guiding principles of equity, availability
and accessibility, inter-sectoral collaboration in light of the fragile economic
environment.

Honourable Speaker, Sir, the policy framework for long-term national
development in Vision 2030 is people-centred and places emphasis on the
importance of skilled human resources. Productive, competitive human
resources and institutions are critical to accelerate economic growth. Without
the acceleration in economic growth, it is a challenge for a country to create
jobs, reduce poverty and achieve equitable social development for all
Namibians. The shortage of skills in various sectors and levels is one of the
impediments to economic growth.

An effective education and skills training system is important to generating
prerequisite skills and knowledge that is critical for the country to grow and
interact at the international arena. The concept of “global village” finds its
proper meaning in terms of the competing nature of the skills that need to be
readily available in order for us as a Nation to be able to speak and interact at
the same level with confidence. The current expenditure on education should
yield results and be able to address the socio-economic needs of the
disadvantaged in our communities. Our policies in this sector should cut off
the well-documented link between household poverty with low school
attendance and failure.
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The current Budget, through the allocation of N$6 billion, has identified this
sector as a priority area and this should be applauded. When poverty and
literacy rates were compared between 1994 and 2004, there was a marked
correlation between reduction in poverty and huge improvements in education.

Over the years enrolment at the Polytechnic of Namibia and the University of
Namibia has grown significantly. As outlined above, Namibia is still to
address the aspect of training of personnel in scarce technical fields where as a
Nation are experiencing skills gaps. I am aware that in the Ministry of Lands
and Resettlement we face skills shortages in the areas of Survey and Mapping,
Valuation and Land Use Planning, to mention just a few. I urge our
institutions of higher learning to broaden the curriculum and introduce courses
that address some of these specialised skills. We cannot keep on depending on
expatriates and that does in no measure state that we have all of a sudden
become xenophobic, it is just that we are realistic to the needs of our Nation
and that we want to place the interest of the Land of the Brave supreme above
everything else.

The acquisition of appropriate skills and innovation will undoubtedly facilitate
economic growth and ensure better service-delivery in the public sector. In the
same breath, the joint efforts under this sector in the establishment of a School
of Medicine in Windhoek and the Faculty of Engineering in Ongwediva is a
step in the right direction. Most developed countries have invested significant
resources towards the attainment of education and relevant skills by their
people and our Government should be commended for its continued
commitment to invest in education, health and other social sectors.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members the 2010/2011 Budget is being
tabled against social inequalities that are still to be addressed in our
communities. It is being presented when unemployment – and I am not going
with the much talked about figure as that is something that needs to be
attended to in its own right – and the cost of living are high, but the Budget has
been crafted to respond to these challenges as alluded to earlier in my
statement. For instance, the 2010/2011 budgetary proposals in the Khomas
Region amounts to N$1,8 billion for capital expenditure, followed by Kavango
Region which received the second largest allocation. This clearly
demonstrates the Government’s commitment towards continual infrastructural
development and a significant and honest attempt to address the various
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challenges facing Namibia at this moment in time.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members Namibia’s sustained economic
advancement, on the other hand, is premised on her ability to trade and create
equal opportunities and provide an environment for regional and global
competitiveness. The current Budget has built-in measures to support small
and medium enterprises into fully-fledged captains of industry. A total
allocation of N$339 million has been committed to support and nurture these
young industries. It is envisaged that the growth of the Small and Medium
Enterprises will have a positive impact on unemployment in our country,
especially among the youth and probably the not so young. The allocation of
N$24 million under the Ministry of Youth, National Service, Sports and
Culture for capacity building and a further N$22,8 million for the
empowerment of the youth in rural communities underpin Government’s
determination to address key targeted priority areas.

Honourable Speaker, at this juncture, allow me to focus on a key issue whose
role is pivotal and imperative in bringing about economic empowerment to
Namibians and please do not be surprised, that is land. The land sector
received a total allocation of N$190 million up from N$174 million allocated
in the last Financial Year to implement one of the most visible and talked
about policies in Africa, if not globally. The land reform programme was
premised on the recommendations and resolutions of the National Conference
on Land Reform and the Land Question that took place from the 25th of June to
the 1st of July in 1991. The Ministry since its inceptions has been addressing
one of the most sensitive domestic policy issues of our time.

It is with a sense of gratitude and humility that I recognise the legacy and
sterling work done by my predecessors in laying down the respective
framework under which the current Land Reform Programme is being
undertaken. I am merely continuing on the firm foundations that were laid.
The programme has been accorded priority as it is tasked with the prudent
management of the land resources in a way that promotes equity and access for
socio-economic development by all Namibians – and again the emphasis is on
all Namibians.

The Ministry will strive to improve the equitable distribution of land and
improve income through sustainable land use.
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The Land Reform Programme is one of the strategies adopted by the
Government to empower the people through access to use and secure land
tenure systems. The Government has invested a lot of resources in redressing
the skewed land ownership patterns. The process of land reform, to some, may
seem too slow and ineffective, but the programme is well-defined and the
Ministry of Lands and Resettlement understands the responsibility and is on
course to deliver.

It is appreciated that the programme is dynamic and laden with continuing
challenges, but it is incumbent on the Ministry, and by implication, the
Government, to be innovative, relevant and practical and for this House to
maintain dialogue on the issue. It is needless to over-emphasise the fact that
the predominant economic activity of the majority of our people, namely 70%,
is agriculture and since land is a primary means of both subsistence and
income generation in rural economics, access to land and security of tenure is
of primary concern to economic empowerment and the eradication of poverty
in this, the Land of the Brave.

In cognisance of the above facts, the Government has since Independence
taken steps to purchase farms to facilitate the accessibility to available
agricultural land by the majority of the Namibian people in the framework of
social justice and economic empowerment.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, while I do not want to repeat what
was already contributed towards this Debate by some Honourable Members,
especially on clandestine land dealings and transfer of land registered in close
corporations (cc), foreclosures, and the purchase of land by Affirmative Action
Loan Scheme applications, the sale of land waived by the State, amongst
others, I would like to inform this august House, through you, Honourable
Speaker, and the Nation that the Ministry is aware of these illicit activities and
has holistically looked at solutions to address this mischief – because it is a
mischief.

The Ministry is in the final stages of the process of consulting stakeholders on
the various proposed amendments to harness loopholes inherent in the current
legislation and the consolidation of the Agricultural (Commercial) Land
Reform Act (Act 6 of 199546) and the Communal Land Reform Act (Act 5 of
2002) into what we are currently calling a Land Bill. Consultations with
stakeholders have already taken place in the Regions where we were
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exposed to the well-intended input by our Traditional Leaders, Regional
Councillors and all the different stakeholders in all the Regions of our country.
Several such consultative workshops were held in the Regions late last year
and early this year and the comments were incorporated for further discussion
at the National Consultative Workshop. Please listen carefully, we are not
proposing a National Land Conference as it is sometimes reported, probably
inadvertently, but what we are proposing is that we want to continue with the
consultations that we have started last year in the Regions with the different
stakeholders at the national level where those inputs could be consolidated
before it is ready for submission to the Executive and the Cabinet Committee
responsible for legislation. Eventually it would end up in the House presided
over by the esteemed Honourable Speaker. It is anticipated that once passed in
Parliament, the Land Act will usher in new efficiencies in land administration
and address the associated challenges.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, it is my humble view that this
Budget will address poverty and unemployment in our country, especially
among the youth, ensure food security and the general socio-economic
prosperity of our people, but it requires constant commitment to the agreed
goals in Vision 2030. Once again, Honourable Speaker, I congratulate the
Minister of Finance for tabling the 2010/2011 national Budget and I fully
support it. God bless and I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Swartz

HON SWARTZ: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of the august
House, it is my honour and privilege to be with you in this House.

Honourable Speaker and Honourable Deputy Speaker, I would like to
congratulate you for being elected as Speakers of the National Assembly.

I express my very sincere appreciation to those who stood with us through very
difficult circumstances. I would also want to congratulate His Excellency
President Pohamba who is responsible for the task given to him. May God
bless and guide him. I would also like to thank President Pohamba who
appointed me from the great Karas Region as Member of Parliament to serve
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the Nation.

I also want to congratulate our Founding Father President Sam Nujoma for
what he did for this country during the liberation struggle. May God always
give him strength and bless him.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, there are a lot of challenges for us,
but let us as Namibians take hands and work together as one Nation. The
Government strongly focuses on Vision 2030, as the Vision will lead to
sustainable development by employing our natural resources and ensure that
these resources are utilised optimally.

Dear Honourable Minister Kamwi, I would like to once again congratulate you
on your re-appointment as the Minister of Health and Social Services.

Honourable Speaker, I had the privilege of working at community level in the
field of HIV/AIDS. I, therefore, still carry the plight of people living with
HIV/AIDS deep in my heart. I am proud of our achievement as a country in
terms of provision of Anti-Retroviral Treatment to our people. We, however,
still face many struggles when it comes to the correct and consistent use of
Anti-Retroviral Medication. Many of these struggles are tied to our old
enemies, namely alcohol abuse, unemployment, ignorance and poverty.

People are faced with many challenges when it comes to treatment. Not all
health facilities have an Anti-Retroviral division and as a result, people coming
to fetch their monthly Anti-Retroviral Medication are forced to sit in long
queues with other patients who come for various other ailments. A possible
solution might be the creation of an Anti-Retroviral Division at all health
facilities, which will enable people to come to the health facility and receive
his or her medication or results as soon as possible. I have witnessed first-hand
how demoralising this waiting can be and at times it even discouraged them
from going to get the medication.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members of this august House, the travelling
to health facilities to get the medication is a challenge for many people as they
do not have money for transport. As a result, people may not travel the long
distances the clinic or hospital, which will result in them not collecting the
medication on time. The establishment of mobile clinics can aid in this, as this
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is really taking the services to the people.

I know there is no easy answer to the problem of poverty and hunger, and in
order to eradicate this, we will all have to work together on a constant and
continuous basis.

Honourable Minister of Agriculture, Mr John Mutorwa, I have heard of the
exceptional work some regional agricultural offices have done in supporting
local communities with small gardening projects through local Non-
Governmental Organisation. I would like to suggest that this becomes part of
the mandate of Regional offices. Namibia has many natural resources that can
aid us in our drive towards food security, but at times it may just be a lack of
knowledge and support that prevents our people from utilising these resources.

Not only will they be able to generate their own income, provide the needed
food in order to take the medication, but it will also contribute tremendously to
the psychosocial well-being.

HON SPEAKER: The House shall rise under automatic adjournment and
the Honourable Member will continue tomorrow.

HOUSE ADJOURNED AT 17:45 UNTIL 2010.04.22 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: took the Chair and read Prayers and the
Affirmation.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Members, kindly take note that due
to the Speaker attending to other pressing State functions, I am stepping into
his shoes to preside over the House on his behalf. I am also looking forward to
the appointment of the Members to the relevant Committees as per Rule 37(1)
to (6) of the Standing Rules and Orders at the appropriate time and
convenience of the Speaker. In anticipating the aforesaid, I am also looking
towards the strengthening of the oversight and scrutiny functions of the
Committees to accelerate the implementation of the policies and energise the
realisation of our national goals.

HON DEUTY SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Any Notice of Questions? Notice of
Motions? Any Message from the Head of State? Ministerial Statements?

Traditionally Thursday is Question Day, due to the pressing issue of finalising
the Budget, we will proceed to the Order Paper. The Secretary will read the
First Order of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE: SECOND READING
APPROPRIATION BILL

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: When this Debate was adjourned on
Wednesday, 21 April 2010, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion
by the Honourable Minister of Finance, that the Bill be read a Second Time.
Honourable Swartz had the Floor and she may now continue.
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HON SWARTZ: Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I will
continue.

I would like to discuss children living with HIV/AIDS as these numbers
continue to increase and due to the complex needs, it certainly poses a
challenge to many stakeholders. I would, however, reserve it for the future,
because this topic certainly deserves its own time. Minister of Finance,
Minister of Health, I will address this issue in future, because at the moment
the Government and Non-Governmental Organisation only cater for orphans
and vulnerable children, while there are children in our communities who are
also infected with the virus.

I would also like to thank Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila for
tabling a Budget that will improve the lives of fellow Namibians.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like to conclude
by expressing both my thanks and congratulations to all Government agencies,
the private sector and local communities who made the decision and
commitment to fight the AIDS pandemic. I know that we can get tired from
time to time, but I want to assure you that when we stand together, give our
best and trust God, that we will surely succeed. Even if it is not us who enjoy
the fruits of our labour, we need to continue to ensure that our children and
their children enjoy these fruits.

I would also like to thank every Namibian who positively contributes to the
fight against HIV/AIDS, whether it is challenging a friend who engages in
risky behaviour or accepting a loved one who is diagnosed with the virus.
Every little act of kindness contributes to our victory and let us remember, we
are fighting the diseases, not our people. I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I thank Honourable Swartz. Honourable
Hausiku.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Comrade Deputy Speaker.
I want to start by congratulating the Speaker of the National Assembly,
Comrade Gurirab, for his re-election as Speaker of our National Assembly.
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I also, Honourable Deputy Speaker, want to again congratulate you for your
election as the Deputy Speaker and specifically after you have proved that you
are doing and will be doing a very good job.

Thirdly, Honourable Deputy Speaker, only two days ago our mighty SWAPO
Party – not almighty –successfully celebrated its fiftieth year of existence and I
want to express our congratulations.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members of the National Assembly, I
decided to base my small contribution to the 2010/2011 Budget on three
important quotations from the Constitution of the Republic of Namibia. I am
doing so, Comrade Deputy Speaker, because being in the group who are going
to speak at the end of our discussions, I thought it would be important to link
the Budget discussions to our constitutional responsibilities as Members of the
National Assembly.

Secondly, I am doing so because I thought there is a need to send a very clear
message specifically to the public so that, indeed, my message does not create
misunderstanding.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, my first quotation is from
Article 63 on the functions and powers of the National Assembly. Section 2(a)
reads: “To approve Budgets for the effective Government and administration
of the country.”

Subsection (f) reads: “to receive reports on the activities of the executive,
including parastatal enterprises, and from time to time require any senior
official thereof to appear before any of the committees of the National
Assembly to account for and explain his or her acts and programmes.”

My second quotation is from Article 40, the duties and functions of Ministers:

“Members of the Cabinet shall have the following functions: (a) To direct,
coordinate and supervise the activities of Ministries and Government
Departments, including parastatal enterprises.”

Comrade Deputy Speaker, my last quotation is from Article 41 on Ministerial
accountability: “All Ministers shall be accountable individually for the
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administration of their own Ministries and collectively for the administration
of the work of Cabinet, both to the President and to Parliament.”

Comrade Deputy Speaker, in my view there is a very clear distinction between
the responsibilities of Members of this National Assembly who are in the
Executive and those who are not in the Executive. I am saying this because
when we were speaking, we spoke as if we do not have power, speculating on
things that we were supposed to take responsibility for and call those people
and take them to task. There are allegations that there are people who are
getting richer and richer because they are misappropriating funds and, indeed,
we were supposed to have called them.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members of the National Assembly,
our able Finance Minister, Minister Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, introduced the
National Annual Estimates on 25th March 2010 and that she did as stipulated in
Article 63(2)(f), reporting on the activities of the Executive to this National
Assembly. Since then, this very important elected House of Legislature, has
kept itself busy discussing the estimates analytically to enable the National
Assembly to approve the Budget as required by Section (2)(a) of Article 63.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, this is a necessary exercise, firstly to educate
ourselves and secondly, the public out there on the status of our national
finances. The Honourable Minister of Finance and her staff, in my view, have
continuously made progress on providing enough information to make our
Budgeting system one of the most transparent, clear and easily understandable.

The Medium Term Expenditure Framework 2010-2013, the 2008/2009
Government’s Accountability Report and the introductory statement of the
Minister are all signs of Government’s determination to improve the
transparency of our national estimates on revenue, income and expenditure.

Regrettably, the information provided in these documents has not been read
and internalised specifically by some Opposition Party Members. In actual
fact, Article 63 requires that we do that in order for us to properly exercise our
constitutional right of oversight.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, I want to repeat that the Constitution is very clear
on the separation of power between those in the Executive and those Members
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of Parliament who are not part of the Executive. If something goes wrong in
the implementation of any law or the Budget of this country, the Members of
the National Assembly serving in different Committees of the National
Assembly have the constitutional right and responsibility to call them to order.
(Interjection)

HON MEMBER: You will be the first one.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: I will take responsibility if it comes
my way, I am not a coward. I am telling you your responsibility as per the
requirements of the Constitution, for you as a Member to take that oversight
exercise seriously.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, introducing a transparent Budget is a very rare
situation, because most nations and countries are struggling to produce such
Budgets. Some do not even have them. There is no doubt in my mind,
Comrade Deputy Speaker, that Namibia is on the right path of promoting and
maintaining the concept of responsive and accountable governance.
Namibians should, therefore, show understanding in the promotion and
protection of these positive achievement by ourselves as a Nation through the
activities of our Government. I want to assure the public out there that the
tabling of a transparent Budget, once again, accompanies by an accountability
report, is the fulfilment of our ministerial accountability, as provided for in
Article 41 of the Constitution of the Republic of Namibia.

Yes, Comrade Deputy Speaker, accountable governance, peace and security, as
well as political stability are commodities all over the world. There are many
nations searching and longing for this achievement, but they are very difficult
to come by. We as a Nation and as country, in my view, have made
tremendous achievements in this important area. Our duty now is to improve,
perfect and maintain this golden achievement.

It is important, Comrade Deputy Speaker, to mention that Namibia should not
take the progress made in achieving and maintaining peace, security, political
and economic stability for granted. These achievements are directly linked to
the political maturity of SWAPO Party and its leaders and I want the
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Honourable Chief to understand that. So, it is wrong, my dear brother
Shixwameni and some other Members in this House to call us “praise-
singers” when we talk about the contribution made by our Founding President
and Father of the Nation, Comrade Sam Shafiishuna Nujoma and Comrade
Hifikepunye Pohamba. I repeat, it is wrong.

As I said earlier, we should not take good and influential leadership for
granted, because, in my view, our peace and political stability, unity and
national coherence depends on a very few selected and elected leaders who can
command respect from all corners of our beautiful country. In my religion we
say, “please, let us count our blessings that we do have these types of people.”

Comrade Deputy Speaker, under good leadership and proper guidance, our
national budgeting system has also made a tremendous improvement in the
overall rate of expenditure, with actual spending for 2008/2009 amounting to
plus minus 97,7%, which is excellent by all standards. The question of lack of
progress, accusations and counter accusations against those who are supposed
to supervise the implementation of the Budget and those who have the
constitutional right and responsibility to make sure that they exercise their
oversight function is not understood by the public out there, because they know
we have that power and then we do not need to come here and accuse each
other. At least, if I were to be outside, I would not understand this. This
situation would not arise if all of us carry out our constitutional responsibility
honest and responsibly and maybe this time we will start doing just that.

High expenditure of a Budget is good news and I am sure to many it should be
good news, because it signals the use of funds as budgeted for and, indeed, the
immediate belief is that those funds should have been used for the specific
plans they have been budgeted for. This will, indeed contribute to and promote
development and improve the living standards of our people.

Our concern about issues of unemployment, shortage of housing, reduction and
alleviation of poverty will always depend on how effective and efficient
Budget funds are spent and, indeed, it is the oversight function that should
always be on alert to ensure that these funds are being used for the projects
they have been budgeted for. If that happens, of course, it will address the
high level of unemployment and the problems faced by our elderly people and
the disadvantaged communities, specifically the orphans.
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Ministries and Offices should, therefore continuously improve on the rate of
implementation and enhance financial discipline. Comrade Deputy Speaker,
throughout the word the national Budgets are used as a tool to develop nations
and, indeed, Namibia should not be an exception.

By definition, Comrade Deputy Speaker, a Budget should be considered as an
amount of money needed for specific items over a certain period of time. It is,
therefore, unrealistic to expect the Government to double old-aged or any other
grant to vulnerable groups in one Financial Year. Doing so, Comrade Deputy
Speaker, Honourable Members, is tantamount to economic sabotage, because
if you double today, tomorrow there is nothing to pay these people. Needs and
competing demands from the Nation are many, but the reality is to consider
them step-by-step and Financial Year by Financial Year.

It is, therefore, important to welcome wholeheartedly the increase of old-age
grants and other vulnerable grants, based on what Government can afford
today. The aim, Comrade Deputy Speaker, is to make sure that these grants
grow steadily and be available to future generations.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, it is gratifying to know that
we are moving towards the end of the financial crisis and the mining sector,
which was negatively affected, is showing recovery. We all agree that there
are so many problems which Government, in particular, and the sector, in
general, need to address and solve. For now I want to acknowledge the
positive contribution the mining sector has made in employment and request
leaders in the sector to make sure that lost jobs during the economic downturn
are re-established at the end of the crisis. Similarly high interest in the mining
of uranium should consider job creation as priority number one. I understand
over the last few years two or three mines have been opened and quite a
number of licences for exploration have been issued by the former Minister,
Comrade Nghimtina.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, almost every speaker in this House has referred to
the state of high unemployment, which seems to continue haunting us. This is
a real problem, which needs real and practical solutions. Employment creates
a source of income for able-bodied people to feed themselves and their
families. So, this is a bread and butter national issue. It requires a sober and
truthful approach, devoid or free from fanciful and exaggerated political point-
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scoring sentiments. In some countries, Comrade Deputy Speaker, Honourable
Members, the seriousness of unemployment has led to schemes which provide
unemployment benefits. Government make payments to those who are not
employed in order to survive and have a livelihood. In the United States even
unions create these facilities to pay their members when they lose jobs. This is
how serious this issue is.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, I thought that it is time for us to be practical about
this issue, to take action and, indeed, maybe to slow down on delivering
speeches on this issue, as I am doing.

Coming back to this issue as a Namibian, I thought we should do the following
as a sober, truthful approach:

Firstly, everybody spoke about laws and procedures which impede, delay and
prevent qualified nationals from entering the job market. This House has
passed that law. Legal procedures cannot exist by themselves, they have been
made by us and we simply have to amend and abolish those legal procedures.
I am sure that if this happens, those people who cannot enter the job market
because of restrictions, will be much better off.

Secondly, let us look at identifying the potential main sectors of employment.
In my consideration I looked at two. One is the formal employment sector
which all of us value very highly. All jobseekers know that sector. It is easy
to access available jobs in that sector. Employers enjoy access to finance and
employees enjoy relative job security.

The second sector is the informal/self-employment sector. I have mentioned
this sector several times, but it seems it is so under-valued that we are not
making progress in improving on that sector.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, let me just tell a story: In 1991 I was privileged to
be the Minister of Lands and we were assigned a task with one of the former
comrades who was chairing the committee to devise a scheme of ploughing
services. I have recently visited countries like Zimbabwe and Botswana and I
said, “Comrades, let us look at a system of ‘oxenisation’.” That is a system
where you can plough with oxen and donkeys. These former Comrades told
me, “you are taking the people back to the bundus, do not say that.” I said,
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“tractors are not affordable to all of us” and they said it is backwardness and I
kept quiet. Before he left the Government and the Party we were back to oxen
and donkeys and I am sure that he is ploughing with oxen and donkeys.

A society should be looked at in terms of its development. Our informal/self-
employment sector is the most effective way, if recognised and accepted, of
providing jobs to the majority of the poor people.

This sector is very undervalued and some people do not even want to talk
about it. Even those who are doing business on their own consider themselves
to be unemployed. It is not easy to assess job availability in this sector. There
is lack of access to finances and lack of job security and, indeed, Comrade
Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, if we want to make headway for the
majority of our people who can employ themselves and who are able to sell
some apples to their colleagues, we should promote the development of this
sector and we should start by recognising that this is a sector that can address
the issue of unemployment.

The other time when somebody was talking, I thought I should ask you this
question, Honourable Members: When we talk about employment, how many
of us are employing how many people? We consider employment to be the
responsibility of somebody else. We do not consider ourselves to be potential
employers of other people.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, there seems to be two groups or categories of
jobseekers seeking entry to the labour market. The first group are the
graduates/qualified young people from tertiary and vocational training
institutions, the skilled workers. The majority of these jobseekers would
probably want to be employed in the formal employment sector. Once the
entry restrictions are lifted both in public and private sector, the employment
situation for this group would change for the better and I know that many
Comrades have already referred to that.

The second group are the low-level employment jobseekers, the semi/unskilled
workers, who would take jobs both in the formal and informal sectors. This
group consists of the majority of jobseekers. To accommodate the majority of
these people, Namibia should start supporting the informal; sector and self-
employment programmes. The Government should devise deliberate
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programmes. Our Founding Father has devised a deliberate programme to
build a railway from Tsumeb to Ondangwa and now heading to Oshikango.

Those programmes are deliberately designed and this is really what we should
do. Indeed, if we do so, I am sure that Comrade Mutorwa will be the happiest
person, because that is where a lot of jobs could be created. That is where they
are able to exploit the full potential of the informal sector in area of
agricultural production.

Indeed, Comrade Deputy Speaker, there is no doubt that this Budget has
provided funds to promote, create and sustain jobs. The real solution lies
beyond speeches, it lies in the innovative methods of Budget and programme
implementation, to practically address the situation on the ground.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, having said those few words,
allow me once again to commend the Minister, the Director General of the
National Planning Commission and their team for a job well done. I thank you
very much.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Deputy Prime Minister
for mentioning the importance of the oversight function of the Committees.
Honourable Deputy Minister of Mines and Energy.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY: Thank you,
Honourable Deputy Speaker. Let me first express my congratulations to His
Excellency, the President of the Republic of Namibia for having been entrusted
with the Namibian mandate to lead this country for another five-years term.
The people of Namibia once again showed that they trust your leadership.
Comrade President, I wish you all the best for 2010 and good health to lead
this country towards prosperity.

I would also like to congratulate and thank the Founding Father of the Nation,
Comrade Dr Sam Shafiishuna Nujoma, for the foundation he has laid for us
and his outstanding leadership and contributions towards total liberation of
Namibia and its people.
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In the same vein, let me join the Honourable Members in this august House by
congratulating the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of this House for their
elections.

Let me also congratulate the SACU Member States for their century
celebrations which are currently ongoing.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, we have achieved a lot in the past 20 years after
Independence as a country under the SWAPO-led Government. However, we
must work further to ensure that we bridge inequalities, especially the gap
between rich and poor, urban and rural, white and black, of course, men and
women. Our biggest challenge is to avoid being trapped by our past successes.

I know that everyone in this House shares my conviction that as proud as we
are of our national achievements and economic progress, peace and stability,
much has to be done in some areas of development and, therefore, we set
certain goals in Vision 2030 to bridge the country’s inequalities by 2030,
reaching the momentum of a industrialised country.

Industrialisation of a country is determined by its educational outputs. It is our
desire to improve the effectiveness of formal and non-formal education system
in order to mediate the livelihood potential of young people into productive
social and economic activities, while sensitising itself to the current livelihood
conditions and ability.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, I would like to applaud the Honourable Minister of
Education and his Deputy for having that vision of the most-needed
educational reform. You have our support and I believe that the whole Nation
is behind you for the changes that you wish to bring into our education system.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, let me also applaud the Minister of Health and
Social Services, Comrade Kamwi, for his effort by informing the Nation about
the new crisis in the Erongo Region, namely the H1N1 virus and the
precautionary measures. I am appealing to this august House to rally behind
the Honourable Minister in his campaign against this virus and many others.

The capacity of leaders to address the issues of sustainable livelihood is of
great importance. It is essential to raise the process of tolerance and being re-
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shifted to ideas into the fabric of learning. These qualities are essential for
holistic development and of an individual and also for selling out visionary
administration which are the needs of sustaining the developmental process
and implementation of our national goals. We are compiling laws, but the
implementation process is with middle managers and if we do not work on the
administrators, the implementation process will collapse. That is what is
currently happening in some Ministries, Regional Councils, Village Councils
and State-Owned Enterprises.

I would like to see our Government institutions to spend money allocated for
the developmental programmes. Rather retain the money aimed at
developmental programmes in the Regions at the end of the Financial Year. If
the Budget is not depleted, whilst there is a need for development in Regions,
something is wrong. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Deputy Minister, you will continue after the
tea-break.

HOUSE ADJOURNED AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMED AT 16:15 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY: Thank you,
Honourable Deputy Speaker. Black empowerment is the most desired and
welcomed development in the country, but the financial monopoly by the
banking institutions and lack of necessary skills are major factors faced by the
upcoming entrepreneurs, hence the companies and businesses are not
flourishing.

The implementation of black economic empowerment should be sped up. I
would like to applaud some Regional Councils for allocating tenders to the
local upcoming entrepreneurs. Through this jobs have been created and
millions have been invested in the Regions and I hope that other Regions are
also investing in their local entrepreneurs. I am also convinced that some
small and medium enterprises can play an important role in employment
creation, but again, the financial monopoly of banking institutions is a
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constraint in the advancement of Small and Medium Enterprises. Therefore, I
would like to advise my Government to create regional development funds for
all thirteen Regions through which Small and Medium Enterprises should be
sponsored, even as a loan scheme.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, land ownership is still highly skewed in favour of
a relatively small number of white farmers and their families. The productive
commercial land is still in the hands of previously advantaged and absent
landlords. Despite this, I would like to commend the Government for the land
distribution plan which is implemented in a slow, but peaceful, manner. I am
also commending the Government for the Resettlement Farmers Loan Scheme
and I hope that the farmers will make use of this scheme to upgrade their farms
and start with production. I would also like to see Regional Resettlement
Committees being given the mandate for the final selection process in the
regions.

The commercial farmlands were forcefully taken by the colonial masters.
These are ancestral lands of some traditional clans. Therefore, every third
farm bought by the Government should be given to the Traditional Authorities
to resettle the people on that land.

Commercial farmland is usually owned by individuals, while fishing and
mining industries are owned and controlled by foreign-based companies.
Likewise, the financial services sectors and part of the Hospitality Industry are
controlled by companies.

I would also like to applaud the Minister of Finance for increasing pensions
and the orphans’ grants. I hope that social grants will be implemented for all
Namibians, because previously disadvantaged households only depend on the
pension grants of elderly.

While we have achieved a lot, we are faced with many challenges, especially
with globalisation and economic activities and inter-dependence of nations
across the globe. The global financial and economic crisis has also filtered
through to our economy, therefore it is precisely the time that must move to
serve the common good, to reach to the top of our economic and development
agenda.
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While concluding, Comrade Deputy Speaker, let me once again congratulate
the President of the Republic of Namibia and the Honourable Members of this
House. I wish them all the best for 2010 and I hope that we will continue to
make this country a wonderful place for all Namibians.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, with these few remarks, I fully support the
2010/2011 Appropriation Bill. I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Sioka.

HON MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD WELFARE:
Thank you very much, Honourable Deputy Speaker. It is indeed my honour
that I am granted permission to speak today as I was warned that I should
summarise and I have only four points.

First of all, allow me, Comrade Deputy Speaker, to congratulate the Speaker
and the Deputy Speaker for their election to that hot seat – which I am afraid of
– and let me also thank those who have added value to my knowledge, my
growth and my life and first of all I will mention the Speaker.

During our time of our reign as the Speaker and Deputy Speaker, I enjoyed
your advice when I had to go abroad. If two days went by without you seeing
me, you would call me to your office and tell me about the richness of history,
especially of Namibia. You would tell me the history of the countries where I
am going to and the relationship between Namibia and those countries. Thank
you for that, Comrade Speaker.

Let me also extend my thanks to His Excellency, the President of the Republic
of Namibia, Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba, the father I worked with. When
he was still the Chief Whip I was his Deputy. He could look into my eyes and
see something is missing and he would tell me to go and write a speech or
something and then correct me and I will write a correct one later on. Thank
you for that.

Thank you again for appointing me as the Minister of Gender Equality and
Child Welfare. You know me very well and since I have taken up this
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challenge, you are ever calling on me and advising me daily. I can say I have
been at State House five times. Thank you, Comrade Pohamba.

Further, let me thank His Excellency, the Founding Father of this country,
Comrade Sam Nujoma, the father I worked with in the military when I was a
PLAN fighter. We stayed for two weeks in the bush, carrying his pistol and
AK47. We were three girls in our dettachment, but he was ever with us.
Thank you, Comrade Sam Nujoma, you have groomed me. You were always
talking to me about unity in the Caprivi Region and even the current President
is ever talking about unity in the Caprivi Region and I promised that I would
do my best, I know that we will do more if the Comrades like Dr Kawana, Dr
Kamwi and Honourable Simataa will join me on the call for unity.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, allow me to say something to the Right Honourable
Prime Minister, the man I know as a punctual one. When I was still a teacher
in Kwanza-Zul and he said teachers’ meeting will be 08:00 and you arrived
there at 08:00, you would find the doors closed, you had to be there before
08:00. He added value to my life on punctuality.

To Comrade Mbumba, my principal at that school, thank you, you groomed
me. When there was a seminar or workshop in Zambia, you groomed me, I
was your star, you were always sending me. Even in the Central Committee of
SWAPO I was sent to lay flowers in Luanda on behalf of the Central
Committee of SWAPO. You added value to my life.

Comrade Katjavivi, thank you very much. I was very young from the military,
you knew how to handle a military person. I remember when the Liberation
Centre was attacked, we were hiding somewhere in Kingston. It was Comrade
Katjavivi, my father, Comrade Peter Iivula-Nangolo and the wife of late Moses
Garoëb, Caroline. I was young, I was there and whenever I went for lunch, he
could call me and say, “let us go for lunch.” I do not know where he was
getting the money. Thank you father Katjavivi.

I was also the deputy of Comrade Ben Amathila. He is the person who taught
me to be strong. He is a strong man and when I was sent to deal with big
discussions, I would come to him and he would say, “here you failed, here you
did well” and he praised me. Thank you very much, Comrade Amathila.
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Comrade Ndaitwah, when I was Assistant Whip and Deputy Speaker, she
would say go and chair, if a person, if a person attacks me, she will be there for
me. Her eyes were in contact with mine. Thank you, Comrade Ndaitwah.

Let me not forget the Secretary-General of SWAPO Party. Thank you very
much for grooming me, Meme Pendukeni. Let me also thank Meme
Libertine, those were my stars, both in exile and here in Namibia.

Thank you very much to those three ladies. Whenever I was in a meeting with
them, I knew they would advise me. Now to Chief Riruako. Thank you very
much, Chief Riruako, I went on a trip with you to Osire Base. You took me as
a woman, you took sand and put it on my tongue and neck. You added value
to my life with that.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, allow me now, since I have mentioned those who
added value to my life, not to forget Comrade Kawana and the Deputy Prime
Minister. They have also added value to my life.

First and foremost, I would like to congratulate Comrade Saara Kuugongelwa-
Amadhila and her team for tabling the 2010/2011 Budget before this House. I
commend her for keeping the status quo of our limited resources to meet
Government’s fiscal targets. Thank you, my sister, I know you and you know
me. I was a student leader in Sierra Leone and Saara was my junior. Today
Saara is my senior and I am her junior, which means anything can happen.

Honourable Members, over the past weeks this House has been seized with a
very important Debate on the Appropriation Bill. It is up to our voters to judge
who is able to govern this country on the principles of democracy. It is still up
to the voters to judge which Political Party is the best to maintain peace and
stability in this country. It is up to the voters to judge which Party in Namibia
has a better Manifesto than the SWAPO Party. It is also up to the voters to
judge who have brought about this democracy we are talking about.

The Nation should learn from the experience of Zambia. What happened to
the economy of Zambia after the fall of Kenneth Kaunda? Somebody was
talking about the unity that collapsed in Zambia that time. The economy of
Zambia went into misery. Infrastructure was completely destroyed because of
the change of regime, which was foreign funded. There was no peaceful
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transformation of Government as it happened in Namibia. The Namibian
youth should not be carried away by the new vocabulary appearing in the
dictionaries. A new word has been discovered by the super stars of doom,
namely “regime change.” I heard this term in Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi,
Angola and here in Namibia among our youth who are being instigated by
other Political Parties. I say to the youth, watch out, I do not want to see
Namibia fall into the same situation of Zambia after overthrowing Kaunda.
The people of Zambia suffered a lot and the masterminds of regime change are
the culprits in corruption. You know what happened to the President who took
over from Kaunda and what happened to Zambia. Zambians have suffered a
lot and that is why you see so many Zambians in Caprivi. If that is what the
youth of Namibia want, it is up to them.

I also caution the Honourable Member who mentioned Zambia, what happened
to him with the regime change of SWAPO? He was a member of SWAPO,
then he was CoD and then he became APP. Where is he going, what is he
hunting for? The marathon of regime change, as far as I am concerned, will
not end because it has a hidden agenda which we do not know and will never
understand. You are just chasing an illusion.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, let me come to the Ministry
of Gender Equality and Child Welfare. This is the Ministry of the people
where all sorts of different problems are found, but we will overcome them. I
am ready and prepared for them and I will make sure that I leave no stone
unturned as far as this deliberate violence is concerned. I urge every Namibian
to stand with the Ministry and fight against gender violence with all contempt
it deserves. I warn those who are hypocritical to stop the double standards
when dealing with the issue, by coming to the Ministry, looking for solutions
to the problem while they are the creators of the problems. You are testing the
Minister, but I am ready for you, I will thoroughly deal with you.

On this score, I pay homage to those women, men and children who are the
survivors of these inhuman acts which affected them directly or indirectly.

Secondly, on gender equality. I have been given terms of reference by His
Excellency the President and I have added my own in addition to that. History
has taught us about the imbalances which existed long ago and even now, but I
would not like to see this situation repeating itself in a country I also fought
for. I also fought for women to be equal to men. Since we are equal before the
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law, there is nothing which prohibits us to be equal in all positions, be it
decision-making or wherever. All along we have been paying lip-service and
now we want reality to prevail.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, right now I am put to shame by the National
Assembly because the Minister of Gender now has to face the music of
questions worldwide on what happened to the 30% women representation of
Namibia. I am not going to blame the men today, I will blame ourselves as
women and I will start with my Party. We should not dance to the tune of men
during election time, because that is where the problems start emerging. You
find that the SWAPO Women’s Council is being divided by our men and we
should be vigilant against this. Last time we had 30% representation, but today
we are down to 25%. Remember that I have to face that shame and blame.

Let me come to the small Parties, especially those who have obtained two
seats. They were at least supposed to have one woman and I am urging the
Opposition that they should support me. The second person on the list should
be a woman.

I urge the SWAPO Women’s Council to be serious and vigilant during election
time. There are women out there who want to come to Parliament, who are
willing to vote for women and take up the challenge as opposed to us who are
hypocrites.

Thirdly, Comrade Deputy Speaker, on child welfare: At this junction, allow
me to applaud those women and men who are seriously taking great care of our
children. The welfare of our children should be given a space in our hearts.
We should adopt the behaviour of womankind. I am told there are children
who are heading homes because both parents are no more. Since those
children are suffering, what is your stake as a leader in such a situation? Ask
yourself the question: Suppose it was you who are no more and were to wake
up at a certain stage and see your children suffering like that, what are you
going to say to your neighbour? Therefore, we should all open our hearts for
those kids without parents.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, allow me at this juncture to speak on the situation
of floods in the north-eastern Region. Comrade Deputy Speaker, when will
this Government of the people find an ever-lasting solution to the flood
situation? I know a Budget is provided for to give tents, food and to transport
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people from flooded areas to higher ground, but how long will we continue
doing this? Maybe in the future when Honourable Ulenga takes over those
people will not be provided with tents at all. I withdraw, Honourable Ulenga.

Last week when I was in Caprivi our village was surrounded by water and I
could not reach my house. We used a canoe to remove our belongings and
transport it to the car which was parked elsewhere. The situation of floods,
especially in Caprivi, is bad. Yesterday Honourable Ndjambula was on
television in a field full of water. When I left at 10:00, I saw people coming
from Ngoma’s side, driving their cattle on the road. We were stuck at that
bridge at Bukalo, waiting for a herd of cattle to pass and the women and
children following. It touched my heart, because in a situation such as this,
women and children are suffering the most. I told my husband to stop the car
and I asked them where they are coming from. They were from Nakabolelwa
which is very far to walk with children. It could be even 48 kilometres,
walking with their children behind the herd of cattle. I did not see any husband
there.

Then I waited for the cattle to pass and some cattle, especially the calves, could
not longer walk and they lifted them onto their shoulders. It means the
situation is getting worse and I have some suggestions, Comrade Deputy
Speaker.

Firstly, I would like to request the Ministry of Education to construct
permanent structures in the camps for school-going children so that their
education is not interrupted. Immediately they are moved from the flooded
areas to higher ground, they should continue with their classes.

Secondly, I want to request the Deputy Prime Minister to urge the four Chiefs
in Caprivi to help their own people by providing land to those people.

The Chiefs should cooperate and help those people, they are Namibians, they
are Africans. We fought for this country, we were fighting the foreigners, but
we united and reconciled. The same applies to Caprivi and it can happen if the
Government intervenes. We should talk to our brothers, they should be united
and see the situation we are talking about. I know I am offending others, but I
am saying this from the bottom of my heart after I have seen the situation
there.



356

22 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON MBUMBA

When we followed the cattle by car, the cattle were falling down and we did
not know how to help the colleagues. Therefore, I am urging the Government
of Namibia to assist their colleagues, the Chiefs, to attend to the situation of
these people who are suffering.

The same applies to the North. I am a national leader, I am not speaking only
for Caprivi. Permanent structures in the camps should be provided by the
Ministry of Education for the sake of the children and the Government should
talk to the Chiefs, especially in Caprivi, to solve this problem.

I also fought for this country, I have bullet wounds on my body, I will even
sacrifice my life, that they kill me and then the people of Caprivi unite.

With those words, Comrade Deputy Speaker, I support the Budget. Comrade
Saara, continue. Thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much, Minister of Gender
Equality and Child Welfare. Honourable Mbumba.

HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY: Thank you very much,
Honourable Deputy Speaker. Once again, congratulations to you and the
Speaker and congratulations to the former Deputy Speaker, now Minister of
Gender Equality and Child Welfare. I want to speak about the stability of our
country, the stability of the State and the stability of the Government.

We are lucky that at the top level of our State we have stability. The President,
for the past five years, is and will be the President for the next five years. That
is stability. It also happened that the President decided to keep his Prime
Minister. That is stability, however as you maintain stability, you must also
always think of the future. You cannot have static stability, you need to
improve stability by at least appointing a new Deputy Prime Minister, my
cousin Marco Hausiku. We are also happy that the former Deputy Prime
Minister was not kicked out of office, she voluntarily decided to retire and we
wish her all the best and we shall always continue to respect her.

I never thought I would be among the seniors, I was always the youngest man
among the old people and now I am the oldest among the young people and the
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youngest among the old people and it is not easy to change roles. It is easy to
be young, because then you do not take up the responsibility, you say, “let
them decide”, but when you are part of the decision-making process at many
levels, it is tough.

Honourable Minister of Finance, when I was Minister of Agriculture, I was
travelling from Ruacana to Windhoek and that time, with the distances and the
speed of the car, I never thought that we would reach Windhoek the same night
because we left Ruacana late. We drove and drove and by 21:00 or 22:00 we
stopped at my house. I was happy to be at home and I was happy that we
could make it. I told my driver, “comrade, you are as good a driver as I am
now.” Of course, the driver laughed at me, he knew that I could not have
driven from Ruacana to Windhoek. It was a way of saying that he is a very
good driver and I thank him.

Today as a former teacher and school principal, I must tell the Minister of
Finance not only that she has reached the level of the former school principal,
but she is now better than the former school principal. You have now served
seven years and next year you will be in your eighth year and you will be
higher than your former school principal. Congratulations.

I have always been lucky, I was never succeeded by somebody older than me.
The Minister of Finance is much younger than me and now the Minister of
Education is much younger than me and both of them are products of the
SWAPO education system. No other Party can claim to have trained its
members in all sectors, from education to the military. (Interjections). We are
not saying no other Party trained anybody, but we are talking about the Party
of liberation, the Party of diplomacy, the Party that educated medical doctors
and the Party that can promote young people to leadership I am sure that all of
us – and I will not include in this group the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker, the
Prime Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister – but as Members of Parliament
we must concede and accept the fact that we could not have prepared,
produced and presented a better Budget than what Saara Kuugongelwa-
Amadhila has done. Congratulations and do even better in the future.

Education is the best magic bullet that propels young women and men into
leadership in all spheres of human endeavour – political, economic, scientific,
sports and others. There is one Honourable Member in this Honourable House
who was questioning the wisdom of the SWAPO Party Government of
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spending over N$6 billion on education and only N$4 billion on the economic
sector. My good friend, one cannot expand the economy without trained,
educated and skilled people. We have resources, we have minerals, we have
marine and agricultural resources, but without trained manpower, those
resources will remain in the hands of the previously advantaged and even in
the hands of foreigners who came into our country a few years ago. Is that
what we want? Definitely not.

Then there was the issue of the people we sent to serve on the UN missions,
whether military or Policeand somebody was saying, “when you send people,
some are returned.” My good friend, have you ever been to the UN
Headquarters? I have been there several times and I have never seen any
PoliceOfficer in the UN building, wearing a UN uniform, who is shorter than
me – and I am not that short. That is a joke. Comrade Ngatjizeko will qualify,
!Naruseb will qualify, but most of us will not qualify.

We have a democratic Constitution which says opportunities must be available
to all people. We cannot say that only tall people can be policemen or soldiers.
No, everyone has the skills and natural ability to defend his community or his
country. There was a time in California when there was no single policeman
of Japanese background because all of them were too short. Then one man
who wanted to be a policeman decided he was going to hit his head every night
so that he can grow a little bit and be allowed to be a policeman. This story
reached the governor and he said the tallest Japanese can become Californian
PoliceOfficers. Is that what you want us to do? We cannot hit people’s heads
so that they can grow, but they qualify as long as they are fit, willing and able.
We cannot be told that we send people and the people are returned, the
selection process is theirs, we present our unit and no unit of the Namibian
Defence or the Police Force was ever disqualified that they cannot serve.
People from the Land of the Brave have served in places from Asia to Europe,
not to mention the African continent and we must thank them for their bravery
and courage.

Let my contribution concentrate on safety, not on security. The security of the

State can always be maintained by those men and women who are properly
trained, properly schooled and prepared to every day wear their uniforms and
do their duties. However, we as citizens also have a responsibility –
responsibility for ourselves, for our families, for our neighbourhood, our



359

22 April 2010 SECOND READING : APPROPRIATION BILL
HON MBUMBA

community and above all, for our country. How can we be so reckless on our
roads?

My first few days in office were just to receive the reports of cars this and cars
that, the major one being that one between Okahandja and Otjiwarongo. Can
you imagine that in a country where you cannot sentence somebody to death,
seven people dead on the spot, not because there were enemies from other
countries, but we ourselves behaving in such a way that we do not care about
our lives and the lives of others. How can we be a Nation like that?

We also have this tendency that if I hear that an accident took place
somewhere between Grootfontein and Rundu, I know who are the likely
people to be on that road. If an accident took place between Oshakati and
Ruacana, I know what people were likely to be on that road. However, we
cannot continue to live like a divided people, every single life of a Namibian is
valuable and precious and all of us should shed a tear or two or three for the
lives lost unnecessarily.

We have to look for our own safety in our own houses. It is said that most of
the accidents take place at home. If you want to replace a bulb, you did not
check your ladder or you climb on a table, the table falls and you break your
leg. We cannot afford that.

Safety in our streets: Our taxis will bump a person for N$5 and they do not
even care. What type of citizen are you, what type of citizen am I to do those
things?

Safety in our community, safety in our neighbourhood: Safety, stability, peace
and harmony rest on the shoulders, broad or narrow, of all of us. Then we also
do not think about the food safety and food security of our own families. How
can we, able-bodied men and women, refuse to work and work hard? How can
we say that this job is only fit for this or that person? How can we think that
we will continue to survive on cows, sheep and goats that are tended to by
people from other countries? We must learn that our own safety, from food to

health, rests with ourselves. We cannot continue to eat what others have
produced and ship our most valuable things to others so that they can get richer
than us.
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We should also stop this habit of being the best eaters and drinkers, the best-
dressed ones only at the end of the month. When at the end of the month I get
my salary and cash my check, there is a festival for everybody, but in the
middle of the month you do not even have N$10 to buy milk for your child. Is
that really what we would like to be as a Nation? We must truly try to be
economic and economics do not mean you have a lot to give, you economise,
you utilise the little you have for a better tomorrow and make sure that you
expand on what you have.

There was the issue of the water canal from Ruacana to Ogongo and Oshakati.
People are saying that water is dirty. Do you know how much money was
spent to construct that canal? Do you know that because of that canal and the
purification plants at Ogongo and Oshakati, the water in the North is better
than the water in Windhoek. It is much softer natural water. The canal is to
ensure that we have enough supply of water to the purification plants, it was
never meant that the people must drink water from the canal and I think the
Honourable Minister responsible for water will be able to expand on that
during the discussion of his vote. However, the Government has done a lot to
ensure that our people have safe water. They have spent money on water and
they will continue to provide security of water, because once your water is not
properly purified, anybody can become sick. Everyone of us are exposed to
water-borne diseases.

Let me say that as I reach my good years, everybody ends up being a relative
of mine. I have already claimed how connected I am to Saara and I remember
when she joined Government, everybody was saying “Saara”, nobody wanted
to mention the last name. “Kuugongelwa” was such a long name. Then they
got used to “Saara Kuugongelwa”, but now “Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila”
is so easy because she has earned it through her hard work, her intelligence and
diligence.

The other day when we were electing the Deputy Speaker, somebody said,
“Mbumba, you should not talk.” I asked, “why should I not talk?” “No,
because otherwise people will think that you are promoting your own Loide.”

The Deputy Speaker is also now my relative, so I cannot even praise you,
according to them.

Doreen Sioka, very few people in this Honourable House can claim to have the
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revolutionary credentials of a fighter like you, except the Honourable Minister
of Defence and others. We are happy to have you, you are a survivor. Anyone
who can survive bullet wounds deserve to be a leader.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, we must always remember that during the dry
period, during peacetime is the time to plan for difficult periods. We have
been experiencing floods for many years now and we should truly make an
effort and recognise that certain areas are not meant for permanent settlement.
You can talk about schools being removed, but let the schools be where at least
the chances of flooding is minimised. The same with clinics, police stations
and all other institutions. We cannot continue being surprised by things which
happen on a regular basis.

Having said that, I will not further touch upon safety and security, that can wait
for the Motivation of Votes 6 and 21. I thank you, Honourable Deputy
Speaker.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Honourable senior Minister for
your brief intervention. Honourable Nambahu.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Thank you, Comrade Deputy
Speaker. I also want to join others in doing what Honourable Tjihuiko does
not like, namely congratulating SWAPO for the victory it has scored during the
November elections and for the formidable campaign it has carried out in
achieving this.

I also want to congratulate President Hifikepunye Pohamba for a robust
campaign and the clear victory that he has scored against many of those who
were in the marathon. It is like running from Katima Mulilo with others and
then when the others are in Rundu, you are already in Windhoek. Certainly no
one should call others to come and determine the winner. I also thank
Comrade Pohamba for appointing me as Deputy Minister. If I do not thank
him, it would be an affront to my upbringing. I thank him very much and I
owe it to the SWAPO Party of yesteryear and the SWAPO Party of Namibia
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today and in the future.

I congratulate the Members of Parliament for having been nominated in the
first instance by their Parties to serve in this august House and for actually
making it as Members of this august House.

Let me also take this opportunity to congratulate you, Comrade Deputy
Speaker, and also the Speaker for your election to those important positions. I
have had a chance to work closely with you and I benefited by tapping from
your wisdom and your reservoir of knowledge and guidance which you gladly
shared with the likes of myself. Thank you and congratulations and pass it on
the Speaker for the man he is and the leader he is and I wish him success in his
private and public undertakings.

In my contribution I will mainly make reference to speech of Comrade Saara
Kuugongelwa-Amadhila when she motivated the Budget. There are salient
points which I do not want to get lost and also to show to those who say that
the Budget Debate is simply a mere exercise and to show the SWAPO Party of
Namibia listens and incorporates most of the salient points of these arguments
here when actually approaching the Budget cycle. When we say things here,
they are listened to and incorporated in the Budget process. I think that is
meritorious and for that I thank you very much.

There are points in the Budget speech I would like to highlight and one I would
like to quote is where it is said: “Our proposed Budget has a balanced
approach, aimed at securing and consolidating our fragile economy…” We
should not debate as if there is no economic downturn, as if we are actually an
island, not connected with other economies in the world. I continue: “… on
the one hand, and on the other, to stimulate the economy to higher growth
rates, which in turn must translate into employment creation, poverty
reduction and equitable wealth distribution.” These are the yardsticks against
which the Budget should be measured. This is the bottom-line which should
guide us and the torch that should illuminate the way forward as far as Budget
implementation and construction is concerned. If we lose sight of this, then we
will not be able to understand the philosophy, the thinking, the conceptual
undertaking actually underpinning the Budget approach. If you want to
criticise, say what is missing and what you do not agree with. Is it wealth
distribution, is it consolidation or what do you not agree with?
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Reference is made in the Budget speech of the development of domestic
money markets and I salute this approach of the development of an internal
money market and the liberalisation that is taking place, not confined to the
dealing in bonds only through the Bank of Namibia. I only want to add that it
must probably go together with education campaign so that those who are not
in the know also partake in the exercise and benefit from the dealing in bonds.

The public procurement system needs to be commended and strengthened. It
goes in tandem with the replacement of cheque payments with electronic
systems to minimise fraud associated to the payment with cheques and also to
eliminate that stigma of Government being a slow payer. When a Small or
Medium Enterprise rendered a service to Government, it takes so long for that
company to be paid for the service it has rendered. Only certain companies are
accepting Government cheques because of that stigma. Therefore, anything
which is directed towards eliminating this stigma is welcomed by me and it
will add to the good name and goodwill of Government as a payer.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, I want to congratulate the Government for the 98%
of Budget implementation. I was one of those who criticised the money being
returned to Treasury while the intended projects were not completed, however
now we have seen an improvement in this respect and we should give a
thumbs-up to the Government.

However, I want to add that a mechanism needs to be place to curb the
creativity of officials who will see they have reached the end of the Budget
cycle and they have not spent their money and come up with all kinds of
creativity to embellish the statistics.

This morning I was listening to our President when he was talking about
SACU and that we need to approach the negotiations as a united front and by
extension, that also goes for the EPAS. We sign and when we get to the
negotiations we are divided. That is not good. Sometimes we spend too much
time on the issue of EPAS. As much as I commend us for spending much time
on the EPAS, I urge that equal time is spent on finding an alternative should
EPAS not work.

I thank Parliament for the exposure where we attend conferences and see the
negotiations of the WTO and the negotiations on the trade of bananas.
Sometimes the negotiators keep you on a leash, like when you are running
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your dog and it is not that they are really serious with what they are doing. It is
only that you should not fall into the hands of the competitors that they keep
you engaged in the negotiations. This we must be able to see as Africans and
we must be able to work on an alternative, otherwise it is not going to be
helpful if we put all our eggs in EPAS. I was so happy that the President
appealed to the Colleagues to approach the negotiations as a united front. Only
then will we be respected.

I have also seen that our banking sector is healthy. There is a trend of
acquiring those banks that are healthy worldwide. We are reliably informed by
people in the sector that there are moves towards foreign ownership of our
banks and we have to brace ourselves to either put money aside so that we
have a stake in these things or lose even the bit we have there.

What is it that brought about the scramble for Africa? Is it not because there
were needs and wants somewhere else? What needs do you have when you
have a State bankruptcy in some other continents, the whole of a State is
bankrupt and it needs to be bailed out. If you have that problem, does logic not
tell you to go out and scout for other areas of influence that you can dominate
and you go for the weakling in the whole chain? Therefore, we must brace
ourselves.

The review of the policy of outsourcing of the Development Bank is
welcomed. We should not shy away from these things. When we made a
judgement in law and we want to make another one, we say, on the strength of
the evidence available before the Court then, on the strength of the
technological advancements at the time, we thought we should do this way, but
now that we have this evidence available, we are entitled to change the
situation. Therefore, I do not see any necessity for the Development Bank of
Namibia to shy away from reforming its policy, because the Development
Bank was formed as an alternative to the commercial banks.

The people who are now coming to the Development Bank are running away
from the commercial banks and now the Development Bank is chasing them
back. How do you do that? It is really something that should be thought about
and should that not happen, a mechanism must be put in place to monitor how
those banks are carrying out the task delegated to them by the Development
Bank.
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The Development Bank usually says they do not have the capacity, but that is
like renting a house. If you do not buy a house, you will rent a house, your
child will rent a house, your grandchild will rent a house and all the
generations will end up not having owned a house ever. If that capacity is not
created, it will never be here and this should be seen as constructive criticism
and not that we are trying to destroy the bank.

I would also like to commend on the revenue base expansion. We do not have
money lying around, it depends on the revenue base and what we are able to
collect. People say everybody who looks Asian is Chinese, but I do not
prescribe to that, however I am so pained when I buy from these outlets and
the person does not even give you a receipt. How on earth is he paying tax to
Government? What are we benefiting from these colleagues? We need to look
into this issue.

I know most of the people here are proletariat and they are happy with their
salaries, but I am thinking of a day when everybody is salaried but the
ownership of our mineral resources rests in somebody else’s hands. Will we
be happy? Therefore, there must be strategic minerals where we dictate that
you cannot go it alone, it is strategic to us and we need to participate. When
they want to run away, we should say, “please do not leave this country
without putting up a peaceful nuclear power-generating capacity in this
country.” We must be able to do that, you are our friend, we love you, but this
is what must be done. I have never seen a country that has developed on the
basis of salaries. Let us come of age. I support the Budget.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. I give the Floor to the
Minister of Information and Communication Technology, Honourable
Kaapanda.

HON MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY: Thank you, Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable
Members. I would also like to add my voice to my Colleagues who earlier
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congratulated you and the Speaker with your appointment. You deserve this
appointment simply, because you have proved yourself as a capable lawyer
and Trade Unionist.

All protocol observed, I rise to support the Appropriation Bill of 2010/2011
which the Minister of Finance, Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, has
tabled and described in the following words:

“The proposed Budget is a balanced approach aimed at securing and
consolidating our fragile economic recovery on the one hand, and on the
other, to stimulate the economy to higher growth rates, which in turn must
translate into employment creation, poverty reduction and equitable wealth
distribution.”

This is a strong statement by a great Finance Minister who managed our
economy so well during this turbulent time caused by the worldwide financial
crisis. Namibia emerged not very strong, but not very weak, but reasonably in
a good condition and continues to march forward with confidence. Our
economic fundamentals remained strong and our Budget deficit remains within
the acceptable level of 25 to 30% of the GDP threshold. Likewise, our
inflation rate remained in check and current account is healthy. Therefore, one
can say our economy has been managed very, very well and I want to
congratulate our Finance Minister for this job well done.

My Colleagues have spoken intensively on many achievements that our
Government has recorded in the last twenty years in the area of infrastructure
delivery, telecommunication services, health care, education, etcetera. I,
therefore, want to confine my contribution to ICT and its contribution to
economic growth, employment creation and poverty reduction.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, ICT holds potential for
economic growth, employment creation and poverty reduction. Therefore, His
Excellency, President Hifikepunye Pohamba, created the Ministry of ICT in
April 2008 with a view to promote ICT in Namibia. The underpinning
objective of this Ministry is to make Namibia an information society. In other
words, we are tasked to accelerate the production and delivery of information
services to all corners of our country by expanding both television, radio and
cellular network coverage through Namibia by 2030.
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The Ministry has put in place a policy framework that is aimed at facilitating
the process of ICT expansion, to regulate the industry and telecommunications,
including postal and broadcasting, with a view to make ICT services accessible
and affordable by the consumers.

Within the law that you have put in place, there is a provision to create a
universal service access fund which will be utilised in financing the roll-out of
the ICT project to the rural areas in order to address urban-rural digital
demand. Of course, this ICT project will definitely contribute to the delivery
of services as well as capacity-building that we will impart to our community.
In this connection, our Ministry has established a number of multi-purpose
community centres in all thirteen regions, which are targeting the youth. These
centres will serve as a meeting place for our young people in order to spend
quality and productive time, learning and educating themselves.

Furthermore, provision of these centres are aimed at fulfilling our dream of
making Namibia a knowledge-based society and to acquire the status of a
knowledge-based economy. In order to grow our economy, we need to embark
on a coordinated national capacity-building drive to create a critical mass of
highly skilled workforce in all sectors of our economy. My Ministry has
already started consulting with the ICT industry and academia with a view to
explore synergies for public-private partnership in both promoting ICT in the
country as well as to force an enabling capacity-building effort.

I also want to touch on our music industry. As you all know, the music
industry is coming up strongly in this country, but the products they are
producing are not protected. Their products are subjected to counterfeiting and
copying and thus the creators of such works of art do not benefit as they
should. Hence my Ministry has initiated the amendment of the Copyright
Neighbourhood Rights Bill. That will protect, when it is in force, the works of
art, so that the producers of this work will benefit financially and this industry
will be able to contribute to the economic growth of our country. This industry
has the potential for job creation.

Likewise, the film industry has the same potential for job creation and we all
know that the young people involved in the music and film industry are
unemployed and they are not assisted so that this industry can grow in order to
provide adequate jobs. This is a challenge our country faces today. There is a
need for us to support this industry with a view to create employment and also
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to make these industries vibrant to grow for the better.

Finally I would like to thank the Honourable Minister of Finance, her former
and current Deputy Minister and Director General of the National Planning
Commission and her entire staff for a job well done. I support the
Appropriation Bill.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Minister for the brief
intervention. Honourable Minister of Finance.

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Deputy Speaker, I move that
the Debate be adjourned until the 26th of April for my reply.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I give the Floor to the Deputy Prime Minister
to adjourn the House until Monday, 26th April.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: I Move that the House adjourns until
Monday, 26th of April 2010 at 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNED AT 17:45 UNTIL 2010.04.26 AT 14:30.
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

ANNOUNCEMENT

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Members, I have an announcement to make
which is not unfamiliar to you. I would like to remind you, as per our Budget
programmes, His Excellency, the President of the Republic of Namibia,
Hifikepunye Pohamba, will deliver the State of the Nation Address tomorrow,
the 27th of April 2010 at 14:30 in this Chamber. All Members are requested to
attend this Session during which His Excellency the President will also
available to respond to questions from the Opposition benches.

This event will be followed by a reception in Parliament Gardens which all
Members are invited to attend.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Minister of Health.

TABLING: ROAD MAP FOR ACCELERATING
REDUCTION OF MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH MOBILITY

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES: Honourable
Speaker I lay upon the Table, Road Map for Acceleration the Reduction of
Maternal and child health mobility for note-taking.
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HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Minister table the Report? Any
further Reports and Papers? Any Notice of Questions? Any Notice of
Motions? Any Ministerial Statements? Minister of Health and Social
Services.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES: Thank you,
Honourable Speaker. Thank you, Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members.
I have the honour and privilege to stand in this august House to make a
statement soon after the commemoration of World Malaria Day and the SADC
Malaria Day.

The World Malaria Day was commemorated on the 25th of April in the
Ohangwena Region. This day gives us the opportunity to reflect on the burden
that malaria imposes on our people in Namibia and around the continent.
More importantly, it allows us the opportunity to reinforce our commitment to
roll back malaria from our continent. Indeed, as part of the Millennium
Development Goal 6 it also gives an opportunity to know where we are in
terms of progress having been made.

This year’s African Malaria Day is indeed of particular significance for the
global malaria community. It marks a pivotal moment when we assess how far
we have come in our pledges made through the 2000 Abuja Declaration to
provide universal access to malaria prevention, diagnosis and treatment in
order to reduce malaria deaths by 55% by 2010. That is where we are.

I am, therefore, pleased to report that with the combined support the Ministry
has made significant strides on the Abuja goals. For example, the figures
available to me show that we have made tremendous progress from 2001 to
2008:

1. The outpatient department patients fell by 78%, that is from 583,200
cases down to 128,500, which is significant.

2. The inpatient department patients fell by 77%, that is from 41 100 down
to 5 200.
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3. The outpatient department malaria incidents per 1, 000 population fell by
81%, that is from 319 down to 62.

4. The mortality rate per 1,000 population fell by 90%, which is from 92
down to 10.

Having said all this, four Regions however continue to have high numbers of
malaria patients and records deaths from thirty or above per annum. These are
Caprivi, Ohangwena, Kavango and Omusati.

Comrade Speaker, if it were not for HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis, we would
now be concentrating on other diseases, including non-communicable diseases,
that is the diseases of lifestyles. What then is behind this success story?

Since 2005 to date, the Ministry of Health and Social Services funding was
supported by the Global Fund for Malaria. For example, during 2005, as
Government we budgeted for N$16,2 million and the Global Fund gave us
N$6,9 billion, which gave us a sum of N$23,1 million. By contrast, in 2009,
Government budgeted for N$22,2 million and the Global Fund gave us a sum
of N$14,8 million, giving us a total of N$37 million. This massive funding
enabled us to improve on:

 Mosquito control activities;

 Insecticide-treated bed net distribution;

 Malaria rapid testing in almost all our health facilities in all malaria
regions of the Republic;

 Acquisition of effective first-line medicines, that is (Artemether-
lumefantrine) and chloroquin is now a thing of the past;

 Mass mobilisation through awareness-raising as to how to protect
themselves and to seek medical help when they suspect that they may
have malaria.

This commendable funding and results has placed Namibia amongst the four
southern African countries, namely Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and
Swaziland, which have the potential to eliminate malaria in the next decade or
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so. On the other hand, these other countries will collaborate with their four
northern neighbours, namely, Angola, Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe, in
order for us all to reach the elimination stage. This elimination effort is
supported by the Clinton Foundation and the Global Health Group which have
teamed up with our National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme in
order to support planning and resource mobilisation for malaria elimination.
This, therefore, begs the question as to, with this massive financial input, why
then should a Namibian child under five years or a pregnant woman, for that
matter, still die from malaria? Can we say we have done enough? The answer
is probably no. Our combined efforts must, therefore, be strengthened to
prevent these tragic events.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, what then are our challenges?

1. To keep and strengthen the gains reached to date.

2. The possible decline in funding, particularly external funding. Can we as
a Government take over once the Clinton Foundation, the Global Fund
for that matter, decide the time has come, Namibia must take charge of
their own programmes?

3. Human resources to continue providing leadership, programme
management.

4. Training and increment in the number of frontline health workers who
are implementing our strategies.

5. Possible development of mosquito resistance to DDT, which is cheaper.

6. Development of resistance to the current effective combination therapy

7. Finding an effective and cheap malaria vaccine.

8. Making Namibia malaria-free.

This demand that the Ministry of Health and Social Services, through the
National Vector borne Disease control Programme, continue to provide the
largest portion of funding. The private sector is, therefore, challenged to join
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the Government in this effort in order to make Namibia malaria-free. This has
tremendous rewards in regard to growth of our children and their educational
attainments, productivity of our workforce and ultimately using some of the
resources which would have been used malaria in order to prevent lifestyle
diseases, as I mentioned earlier on.

Finally, what is then the way forward? What do we need to do as a country?

The elimination strategy must be sustained. Strategies must be formulated.
We have to continue mobilising resources to roll back malaria, strengthen
mosquito control, mapping out malaria areas and strengthen surveillance,
empower communities to protect themselves, inter-country collaboration
through strengthening cross-border activities against malaria, because we all
know that malaria does not respect national borders.

Honourable Speaker, Sir, the gains achieved were made possible, as I said
earlier, by our development partners. The World Health Organisation has been
persistent and consistent in providing technical guidance, financial support,
support training of Namibians in the fight against malaria.

Secondly, UNICEF has been resolute in supporting activities destined to
protect the Namibian children.

Thirdly, the Global Fund has boosted our effort with financial resources.
These funds have complemented the efforts of the Government of the Republic
of Namibia since 2005.

These have, indeed, helped us to surpass the Abuja goals. We hope this
funding will continue so that the elimination potential does not become a mere
dream:

 The Clinton Foundation and the Global Health Group for supporting the
National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme in our effort to
eliminate local malaria transmission.

 Non-Governmental Organisation, like the Red Cross, Society for Family
Health, formerly known as Social Marketing Association, Development
Aid from People-to-People, Nets-for-Life and others have assisted the
Ministry in order to reach this success story.
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 The communities in malaria Regions, in accepting the spraying of their
houses and increasingly using bed nets provided to them.

However, I want to call on the fishermen and women out there to stop using
these bed nets for fishing. This is unacceptable.

As we face the next ten to fifteen years, I wish to call upon our partners in
health, the private sector included, to continue supporting the activities of the
Government. The Ministry of Health staff members are equally requested to
double our efforts in order to sustain the gains achieved, so that in ten years’
time we will be celebrating a malaria-free Namibia during the World Malaria
Day. I thank you for your kind attention.

HON SPEAKER: I thank you very much for the information, but I am not
quite sure whether you have answered your own question. You posed a
question which is not a rhetorical question. Can we take over? Did you say
we can or has it compounded the problem we are facing, Minister?

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES: Thank you,
Honourable Speaker. I am throwing the ball in the court of the Honourable
Members of this august House. As Government, Honourable Members of
Parliament, Cabinet, this is a challenge before us. The massive support that we
are receiving is not Namibia’s taxpayers’ money. We all know one day it will
stop. Are we ready to take over this challenge? Thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Minister. Deputy Minister of
Finance.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members, I just rise to inform this House and the public on the
status of the industrial action that some of the Customs officials took this
morning.

To start off with, I wish to recall that Government has an Exclusive
Recognition Agreement with NAPWU, that is the Namibian Public Workers
Union, and in terms of that Exclusive Recognition Agreement, all disputes
have to be solved.

The second point is that in last year’s wage agreement, there was an item that
was referred to the Office of the Prime Minister and a Joint Committee of the
Union with Government that addressed some questions on re-grading and these
re-grading questions also have a bearing on Customs officials and Tax
Officials. The dispute that caused this industrial action has reference to the
grading process.

I just want to inform the House that Government and NAPWU indeed
implemented the provisions of the wage agreement, they addressed the re-
grading issues and the matter is as good as resolved. Therefore, there is no
dispute between NAPWU, the exclusive bargaining agent, and Government.

The industrial action that happened, unfortunately, can be called a wild-cat
strike and it was this morning ruled an illegal industrial action taken by
individuals and not the exclusive bargaining agent of the workers.

In spite of that, the Ministry has requested all workers to return to their work
to secure that no disruptions in any trade or traffic would occur at border posts
or at any point of entry and I am reliably informed that that is the case. There
is no disruption. If, however, there is a problem, I call upon the entrepreneurs
or whoever has problems at the border posts to report it to head office here in
Windhoek and we will address the matter.

Thank you, Honourable Speaker, I just wanted to inform the House.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Dr Abraham Iyambo.
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION: Honourable Speaker, mine is also
information, in line with the information provided by the Deputy Minister of
Finance. My information is on education.

Last week there was a demonstration conducted by the students from the
Polytechnic of Namibia. The students marched to the Ministry of Education to
hand over a petition to the Ministry. The petition is calling for the immediate
renaming of the Polytechnic of Namibia to be called the University of Science
and Technology. We have responded to the students that the issue of the
renaming of the Polytechnic has been referred to the Council on Higher
Education for advice and we have informed the students that at the moment it
would be inappropriate for the Ministry to pronounce itself on that while we
are waiting for the Council on Higher Education to provide us with advice.

With respect to the name, at the moment the name of that institution is the
Polytechnic of Namibia in line with the current law. We are lawmakers and
until that time comes, the name of the Polytechnic remains the Polytechnic. It
should be reflected as such in all the official documents. We are dealing with a
legal entity and that is the Polytechnic of Namibia. After we have received
advice, then we will cross the bridge at that stage.

I want to wish the students of the Polytechnic of Namibia strength and
wisdom, but want to encourage them to concentrate on their studies, so that at
the end they will pass and make their parents proud.

With respect to the lecturers, I am also encouraging them to continue lecturing,
giving wisdom, giving tuition, whereas the Ministry is looking at the
suggestion and we will come back to them. I am, therefore, calling for peace
so that students may study and the lecturers lecture until we come back to them
at an appropriate stage. I thank you, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Minister. Indeed, we want peace and
stability, for professors to teach and for students to learn. The Secretary will
read the First Order of the Day.
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RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON SECOND READING –
APPROPRIATION BILL

HON SPEAKER: When this Assembly adjourned on Thursday, 22 April
2010, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion by the Honourable
Minister of Finance, that the Bill be read a Second Time. The Honourable
Minister of Finance adjourned the Debate for her reply and I now give her the
Floor to do so.

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Speaker, Honourable
Members, I wish to express my appreciation to the Members of the House and
the general public out there for the constructive comments made on the Budget
and the Medium Term Expenditure Framework. As usual the Debate was
extensive, both within the Chamber and outside in the public and, indeed, it
has been constructive as it provided useful proposals that will enable us to
further improve not only the deployment of our scarce resources, but also on
development management in general.

As is tradition, I will focus my response on those issues that relate to fiscal
policy, as issues related to sectoral policies will be better handled by the
respective Ministers in their Vote motivations.

One of the most expressed views during the Budget Debate is the one relating
to the Budget formulation process. Several Members of Parliament, especially
from the opposition benches, have complained that the Budget formulation is
not inclusive enough to allow them and civil society to make inputs into the
Budget. They also complained that the Appropriation Bill has thus far not
been amended on the Floor of Parliament, at least not on their
recommendation.

Firstly, on the inclusiveness of the Budget formulation process, every year
since 2003/2004, since we introduced the programme Budgeting, the
Appropriation Bill has been accompanied by a Medium Term Expenditure
Framework, which not only outlined the activities and programmes for which
funds are sought for appropriation for the ensuing year, but it also gives an
estimation of income and expenditure and related activities and programmes
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for two subsequent years after that. This means Government’s expenditure
plans are presented to the House and the Namibian public two years in
advance. This gives ample time for interested parties to review these plans and
share their views in time for them to be considered before the formulation of
the Appropriation Bill is finalised.

Unfortunately, these Honourable Members, who have year in and year out
emphasised the need for an inclusive Budget process, have each time failed to
make use of the Medium Term Expenditure Framework information to make
an input into the Budget, only to complain when the Bill is tabled in Parliament
that they have again been excluded.

Secondly, and as I have indicated several times before, the Budget only
implements programmes as contained in the National Development Plans, with
only limited adjustments to reflect new developments that may warrant
adjustments in activities and programmes.

To the extent that Opposition Parties participate in the formulation and reviews
of development plans – and these processes are quite inclusive – there is no
basis for concerns about the inclusiveness of the Budget formulation process.

Finally, the Budget provides large amounts of resources for public-private
partnership programmes, especially in the area of Health and Education where
subsidies are provided to private and community schools, hostels and hospitals.
This level of funding to public-private partnership programmes can only be
possible with consultations and cooperation with non-State actors and this is
evidence of the strong commitment of our Government to consultation and
coordination with all stakeholders in the development of our country.

I, therefore, urge all those with a genuine interest in participating in planning
for the development of our country, to make use of the avenues that have been
created by our Government to do so. Otherwise it is difficult for Government
to entertain proposals for impromptu amendments to the Budget without
properly investigating their implications.

Concerning the principles of Namibia’s economic order, this is clearly spelled
out in our Constitution where it is provided that the economic model for this
country will be a mixed economy model where both the State and the private
sector can engage in economic activities. This provision guides our
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Government’s development strategy, which entails, as can be seen from the
Budget, both the social and infrastructure investments as well as investments in
strategic productive sectors, such as agriculture, tourism, fisheries, mines,
housing, ICT and finance. Through these investments Government creates
jobs, expands output the economy, improves welfare conditions and provides
critical infrastructures, and services to promote long-term sustainable growth.

Subsequently, because Government makes such sizeable investments,
Government operations as a share of the economy amounts to some 30% of
GDP according to the latest national accounts. Further, Government is the
largest employer, providing employment for about 22% of the total employed
and this does not include those employed under the different projects of the
Government, such as the Green Schemes, the Waterfront Projects and many
others.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, as to whether the Budget
addresses the most pressing needs of our people, being employment, poverty
and supply of basic services, I confirm that this indeed is the case. We are
aware that the largest portion of the Budget is allocated to Education, which
gets about N$6,4 billion and Health also gets a sizeable allocation, as is the
case with housing and water supply. I know that with regard to housing and
water supply it may seem that our investments are not so significant, because a
large portion of these investments are made through the State-Owned
Enterprises, but which are wholly owned by Government and are capitalised
by Government through equity funding and also on-lending of loans that are
off-Budget and are therefore not reflected in the Bill but are shown in the
Medium Term Expenditure Framework and the Development Budget.

With regard to how the surplus of N$1,5 billion came about and as to whether
revenue is being deliberately underestimated in order that it seems as we have
done a better job, later I would say what I have said earlier and that is that the
surplus was realised as a result of strong revenue performance due to
continuous improvement in revenue administration, as well as prudent
expenditure control. We have also realised high receipts from the SACU
Revenue Pool, but that is only as a result of the strong performance of our
economy.

With regard to the projections of revenue and as to whether they are
deliberately underestimated in order that it seems we have done a better job,
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later I would like to say that revenue has generally turned out much higher in
recent years than in previous years. This is regardless of what was the level of
the projections. We do not need to cook up projections in order for us to
impress the public with regard to our revenue collection measures, because the
revenue level speaks for itself and when you look at the revenue outturn in
terms of proportion to GDP, that also indicates that we are actually collecting
more.

With regard to the variance of revenue outturn compared to the projections,
projections are projections. They are estimates and they tend to vary from the
outturn everywhere in the world and the concern usually is with regard to how
far away from the projections is the outturn. It is not as to whether the outturn
is actually as was projected. This is not only the case here in Namibia, it is the
same even in the United States of America. However, if you look at the
projections for revenue, I believe that they have served us well, because they
have actually enabled us to predict the trend in the development of revenue.
Therefore, we know when revenue is going to decline and we know when
revenue is going to increase and we have planned accordingly, so that we
neither had a problem where we were not able to raise resources to implement
the programmes that are agreed upon as part of the Budget, nor did we have a
situation where we have underestimated revenue so that we have huge amounts
sitting in the State account and we have programmes that cannot be
implemented.

The challenge of ensuring revenue projections are is exacerbated by the fact
that accruing revenue outturn is affected by other factors outside our control,
such as the happenings in the international economy that may affect the
demand for Namibian products and, therefore, the export of our products, the
growth of our economy and subsequently, business profitability and the
revenue that we can collect from those businesses in the form of taxes.

However, given these uncertainties, I can say these projections have served us
well and I do not think there is any reason to believe that we are cooking up
figures.

Another point is that we have not always underestimated revenue. There are
times when we have actually overestimated it and this has also happened at
regional level, as was the case recently when the SACU Revenue Pool was
projected to be much higher than it turned out to be and as a result of that, all
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of us in the Region now have to pay back money to the revenue pool because
we received amounts which were not due to us. I believe one cannot now say
all the Governments in the Region were in cahoots to cook up these figures,
because now the outturn is worse than the projections and all of us are now in a
precarious situation.

On the query as to why the N$2,2 billion in donor grants are allocated outside
the State Revenue Fund, Honourable Maamberua is aware that the modalities
for disbursing international aid are not determined on the basis of our domestic
policies alone, but they are also determined by the policies of donor countries.
Over the years our Government has been engaged with the development
partners to convince them to channel their support through the State Revenue
Fund. We have received positive response from some donors who now
channel their aid through the Budget, contrary to the previous situation where
virtually all donor support was channelled outside the Budget. We shall
continue to sensitise our development partners to channel their support through
the Budget as this is also in line with the commitments that they have made
under the Paris Declaration.

It should be noted, however, that while some aid is not provided through the
Budget, total aid received from donors is reported to Parliament and is
included in the Budget documents that accompany the Appropriation Bill to
Parliament.

One Honourable Member also queried the figures on VAT to GDP ratio and I
really think that it would be best if the Honourable Member goes to page 539
of the Medium Term Expenditure Framework because on this page this issue is
clearly explained.

The Member also wanted to know which of the loans that are guaranteed by
Government are expected to default and, for which a provision for defaulted
loans is made under the Budget. I will respond to this by indicating that as the
Honourable Member knows, the provision for defaulting loans for guarantees
is a standard international practice and it is a precautionary measure just in
case anyone of the loans that are guaranteed default, but the funds are not
earmarked for any specific loan which we know is going to default. If we
knew that this loan is going to default, certainly we were not going to issue the
guarantee in the first place, we are just going to fund that SOE, and if we find
out only later, we will make provision in order to support that SOE to be able
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to honour its commitment. However, we cannot sit with a loan that we know
will default until it has defaulted, only for us to pay out on the guarantee when
it is called.

Some Honourable Members, as usual, have questioned the justification for the
level of funding to Defence, but the Honourable Members will recall that this
House passed a resolution not long ago, calling on Government to increase
resources to the Ministry of Defence in order to address the shortcomings as
identified by the Parliamentary Committee on Defence and Security during its
visits to the various Defence establishments. The additional allocations that
are made under this Budget to the Ministry are aimed to address these
shortcomings and are not made as part of mobilising for any war or for any
arms race. Our Defence Force development is guided by a clear policy which
was approved by this House and all our Defence Force development initiatives
comply strictly with this policy.

With regard to the claims that Defence is now prioritised above health care, I
wish to indicate in no uncertain terms that this is not the case. I want to do so
by indicating, firstly, that the allocations that are made through the

Appropriation Bill for health care are supplemented further with off-budget
spending, financed with loans and grants from development partners and over
the Medium Term Expenditure Framework period we expect to receive over a
billion towards the health sector off-budget.

In addition, the Government allocates in excess of N$1 billion each year
through the Vote of the Ministry of Finance to the Medical Aid Scheme of the
Public Servants. When these are put together, then the allocation to the health
sector increase way above the allocation to Defence. I must also add that a
number of initiatives that are funded under the Defence Vote are not
permanent Budget items. Therefore, over time the allocation to Defence would
reduce as these programmes are completed.

Finally, I believe all of us are aware that not so long ago there were some
functions that used to resort under the Ministry of Health that have been
transferred to other Ministries and this may give the impression that the
allocation to the vote is actually reducing, especially given that these are
functions that involve a lot of money, including the grants to the elderly, to the
disabled and to the orphans. They were all catered for under the Vote of
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Health, but they have since been transferred to the Ministry of Labour and
Social Welfare and the Ministry of Gender Equality and Child Welfare.

On Namibia’s over-reliance on primary industries, I would like to indicate that
while the primary sector continues to dominate the economy, Government has
put in place measures to promote economic diversification. These measures
include tax incentives for manufacturers, a tax haven for export-oriented
manufacturers, skills development programmes, the provision of sites and
premises for manufacturers and provision of business finance through public
funding institutions. Government also facilitates access to international
markets for our companies, both manufacturers and other traders and this
encourages the expansion of manufacturing activities in the country.

Through our Procurement Act, Government also gives preference to local
manufacturers in sourcing goods for our Government. Through these
combined efforts of our Government, the secondary industries have gradually
increased their share in the economy to just over 20% in 2008 from just a little
above 10% at Independence.

Government will continue to strengthen efforts to promote economic
diversification and special attention will be given in this regard and also to the
services sectors, including tourism, ICT, transport and finance, as well as to the
processing of our natural resources, such as minerals, fish and other food.

There was a query as to what is the contribution of the Mining Industry to the
economy. Firstly, the Mining Industry is the largest industry in our economy
and it has been the largest source of income for a long time for Government
through taxes and royalties. However, the sector’s contribution has declined
significantly in recent years as a result of the impact of the global economic
crisis. As a result of that, tax revenue and royalties from especially diamond
mining companies will decline significantly in the next two years, but would
recover towards the year of the Medium Term Expenditure Framework when it
is expected that the recovery will hold in the global economy, which will then
also result in high prices for our mineral commodities.

On the increase on social grants which some Members have complained was
not adequate, I must indicate that it is a challenging task to provide adequate
social grants in a situation where unemployment is high and, where access to
education, health, water and housing is still far below optimal issues. The
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social safety net takes up close to 6% of public expenditure at this point in time
and at this level it is difficult to further increase it without jeopardising funding
for other pressing priorities, especially those that enhance growth which
growth will increase our ability to afford these worthy expenditures. Besides,
the full coverage of the beneficiaries is yet to be realised and this requires more
urgent attention to ensure that this help reaches out to all those who are in need
of it. I, therefore, call for more understanding from the public with regard to
the challenges that Government faces in this regard. Besides, Government has
the demonstrated its commitment through continuous adjustments of these
grants over the years, even though this may not have been enough to increase
these grants significantly in real terms.

As to whether Government is complying with the constitutional provision that
obliges it to provide basic education to all Namibian children free of charge, I
will confirm that this is the case. Basic education is provided free of charge at
all our schools, with the State covering all costs for infrastructure development
and maintenance, for study materials and for the educational staff. Students
are only encouraged to contribute to the school development fund at individual
school levels, but those who are not able to contribute are never denied access
to education.

Even at tertiary education level where students are required to pay fees, the
State heavily subsidises these fees through massive subsidies to tertiary
institutions, which cover most of these institutions’ costs and also through
Government’s financial assistance to students, which enable the students to pay
these fees. Both the subsidy transfers to the institutions and the financial
assistance to students have increased significantly in recent years,
demonstrating Government’s commitment to ensure full access to education
for all our young people at all levels, regardless of their economic status.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, on how the Financial Charter can
transform the financial sector, the Charter embodies the commitment by all
industry stakeholders to implement specific measures that will bring about a
transformation of the sector. Such measures include restructuring the
ownership and management of financial institutions to ensure local
participation, on the one hand, and participation of those that were previous
disadvantaged, on the other hand. They also include measures to ensure wider
access to financing by small and medium enterprises and black economic
empowerment companies as well as for supporting local enterprise
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development through sourcing their goods and services from local enterprises.

Performance, in terms of these commitments, is to be measured on the basis of
agreed performance benchmarks and a council, which is inclusive of
Government representatives, has been established to oversee the Charter
implementation. While the Charter is voluntary, it does contain measures to
enforce compliance, including peer pressure where a non-compliant
stakeholder will not be able to conduct business with other industry
stakeholders who have complied. Further, a requirement under our
Procurement Bill that is still being finalised, requires compliance with
Government affirmative and empowerment policies to qualify for accessing
Government tenders would also be a further motivation.

Finally, once the economic empowerment law is in place, these commitments
under the Charter will then become legally binding and there will be more
stringent consequences for non-compliance.

With regard to the call for commercialisation of the Revenue Department at the
Ministry of Finance, I want to emphasise that commercialisation of
Government functions is not a solution to the problems facing us and it will not
be the case with the Revenue Department. Government has since
Independence commercialised several functions, but many of the challenges
that faced us at that time still continue and subsidies have to be provided on the
Budget to assist many of the State-Owned Enterprises whose financial capacity
continues to be weak. It is as a result of this situation that Government has had
to introduce a new mechanism as provided for under the State-Owned
Enterprises Governance Council Act to try and improve the management of
SOE’s.

Further, Namibia is not performing any less in the area of revenue collection
than other countries in the Region who have commercialised their revenue
services, and we can check our revenue as a share of GDP. It compares very
well with our colleagues in the Region who have commercialised revenue
services and sometimes we are even better. It is about how you enforce
compliance. Therefore, our preoccupation for now is to build the capacity of
the Revenue Department, both in terms of systems and procedures and
technical capacity.

On the call for the establishment of a Youth Development Fund, I want to
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indicate that a Youth Micro-Financing Scheme is already in place under the
Ministry of Youth, National Service, Sports and Culture. The allocation to this
scheme is increased significantly under this current Medium Term Expenditure
Framework. Further to this, the youth will receive special consideration for
funding under the Development Bank of Namibia and also under the revised
procurement law where a portion of tenders will be earmarked for the youth.
At the Bank, a portion of the funds of the Bank must also be earmarked for
funding of projects run by the youth.

It is important to note that the youth make up the majority of our population,
accounting for more than 60% of the population. Therefore, to ensure
meaningful employment of our youth, we must address the obstacles to their
full participation in the economy at large. It will not be enough to set up a
small project here and there for the youth, the system needs to change
altogether to become more supportive of our youth.

As regards the poverty reduction measures under this Medium Term
Expenditure Framework, these are very clear. It will be recalled that our
Government adopted poverty reduction strategies in the late nineties, which
identified the following areas to be the areas of focus:

 Investing in the development of our human resources, including their
health, education, housing and in the provision of basic services, such as
water and sanitation.

 Investing in the development of economic infrastructure and in the
productive sectors in order to expand the economy and create a basis for
long-term equitable and sustainable growth.

 Expanding and strengthening the social safety net in order to alleviate
poverty.

The Budget is fully aligned with these poverty reduction strategies. As I have
indicated in the beginning, education and health are receiving the largest
portion of the Budget, as has been the case in all our successive Budgets and
despite the revenue constraints, Government has come through on its
commitment to safeguard the welfare of the vulnerable by allocating a big
chunk of the budgetary resources to the safety nets, even providing an increase
in the old-aged pensions and for the first time in a long time in the grants to
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orphans and vulnerable children. These allocations have enabled us to increase
the allowances to individual beneficiaries, while expanding the coverage to
those not covered. Given the magnitude of the funding to this programme, it
will be a challenge to increase these grants further. This is because we also
need to prioritise measures that enhance the growth of the economy, otherwise
we will lose the ability to sustain even our current welfare expenditures.

To increase the impact of welfare grants, it may be necessary for us to
introduce means testing in order that the help is targeted to those who are in
real need and so that we can realise savings that can then be used to increase
grants to those who are most vulnerable.

Another question was, how the Budget addresses unemployment. The Budget
does so by, firstly, increasing funding to education in order to address skills
shortages that are responsible for the high unemployment amongst our youth.
Equipping our youth will skills will enable them to optimise the abundant
opportunities in the economy to improve their lives. With better skills they
will be able to get better jobs that will enable them to improve their standard of
living. The productivity of the skilled workers will also improve, therefore
contributing to higher business productivity, which will promote a higher
growth of our economy. The youth will further be empowered through
improved skills to become employers and create jobs for others.

Further, skills are important for promoting increased investment as investors
need skilled labour to man their industries. Therefore, skills development is of
strategic importance for any economy and, obviously, I can only state that this
was overlooked by the Honourable Members from the opposition benches,
because with Education getting N$6,4 billion, they would otherwise not have
questioned Government on its commitment to create employment.

Another aspect of the Medium Term Expenditure Framework that promotes
employment is the increased allocation for infrastructure development. Jobs
will be created through the construction phase of these projects. Further, a
good economic infrastructure network is also important for economic growth
as it promotes investments.

Transport infrastructure, for example, enables our country to realise the
potential of becoming a service centre, providing access to our neighbouring
countries, some of which are landlocked, to the Walvis Bay Port, which is
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strategically located especially those wishing to export to Europe and the
Americas.

Land reform is another important programme of our Government which will
also receive a boost with additional funding to AgriBank to enable it to
advance production loans to new commercial farmers as well as communal
farmers. This will ensure that the newly acquired commercial farms, as well as
our communal farms, are put to optimal productive use and can as a result
contribute to economic growth and job creation. Apart from this, land reform
can also play an important role in inequities reduction, as it allows the formerly
disadvantaged persons to gain access to land and important means of
production.

Measures to reduce inequities also include provision of funding to previously
disadvantaged through public financial institutions, that I have referred to
earlier. In this respect, over N$1 billion will be provided through AgriBank
and the Development Bank for 2010 to finance private sector activities. This is
apart from the allocations made under the Budget, this is their own funding, it
is not part of what we are providing to them under the Budget. This funding
will also play a critical role by attracting more private sector funding through
co-financing between the public financial institutions and the private banks.

Further, the measures that are proposed under the draft Procurement Act will
encourage participation of locals in public procurement and this will propel the
formerly disadvantaged persons and companies to enter the formal economy
and thus share in the benefits from economic growth and this would reduce the
equities in the distribution of wealth.

Efforts are also being made in other sectors, including the resources sectors of
mining and fisheries and in the financial sector, as indicated earlier, to ensure
that all Namibians participate in these sectors. This will, obviously, ensure that
the benefits are then shared more equally amongst our citizens.

Earlier this year from these sectors we also introduced amendments to a range
of tax laws to provide tax concessions, especially for the low and middle
income. We shall continue to use tax policies as an instrument for wealth
distribution.

As has been emphasised by many Members of Parliament, especially on this
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side of the House, education is the greatest equaliser. There is no way that you
can try to equalise between a person who is not skilled and, therefore, cannot
really realise their full potential, with a person who has skills and can,
therefore, do almost anything, optimise any opportunity for their own
betterment. The only way you can bring about equity in the long term is if you
train our young people, so that in the future they will be able use the
opportunities in our economy in order to improve their lives.

We know that increasing resources to the education sector alone will not
address the problems in that area, but we are confident that various reforms
being implemented in the sector would go ahead and our Government would,
therefore, succeed to improve the quality of our education and, therefore, the
outcomes from the investments we made into the sector.

Other aspects of the Budget that promote both job creation, economic growth
and inequities reduction are infrastructure development. These infrastructures
would open up un-serviced areas for investors and provide linkages to the
market. Currently all investors would come to the more developed areas,
because they would then be able to transport their goods to the distribution
centres or to the export points and when you roll out these infrastructures to
un-serviced areas, you encourage investors to go there and create employment
opportunities and, therefore, reduce poverty there.

The Budget further addresses productive capacity of the economy by allocating
increased resources to the productive sectors of fisheries, especially
aquaculture, tourism, agriculture and mining. Increased resources are also
provided to support the public financing institutions to address the problem of
inadequate access to funding for especially Small and Medium Enterprises and
black economic empowerment companies. This funding will support the
development of new initiatives, which will help both to grow the economy and
create jobs, while facilitating the entry of previously disadvantaged into the
economy. The investment in the areas outlined above that are funded through
the Budget are complemented by State-owned Enterprises investments, which
under the current Medium Term Expenditure Framework amount to some
N$7,8 billion or 7,8% of GDP. Of this, about N$6,7 billion are invested in the
economic sectors of agriculture, transport, communication, tourism and energy
and N$154 million are invested in housing through the National Housing
Enterprise.
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As indicated already, these allocations are further augmented by off-Budget
loans and donor grants, both of which are also targeted to these priority areas.

With regard to whether the reported figure for Budget implementation has
indeed been verified by the Ministry of Finance, I wish to confirm that the
Ministry of Finance is able to confirm the Budget implementation rate through
the computerised Integrated Financial Management System at the Ministry of
Finance. However, since the Budget is tabled in Parliament before the end of
the Financial Year, this year’s figure for annual implementation rate is still not
final, since the information for the last months of the year is still an estimate.
The actual figures are submitted to Parliament after year-end through Auditor-
General’s reports as well as through the Budget for the subsequent year.

Several Members of Parliament emphasised the need to ensure full utilisation
of appropriated funds. We agree with this and we shall continue with efforts to
ensure that this is always the case. Of course, we have improved significantly
already in 2008/2009 and 2009/2010 and we would like to further build upon
this success. I must underline though, that this success can only be sustained
with support and cooperation from all Offices, Ministries and Agencies.

Finally, on the use of the contingency provision, I agree that this information is
not confidential and I confirm that this information is availed to Parliament
every year and I have today with me copies of the Report on the use of the
contingency provision resources.

With this, I want to thank the Honourable Members once again for their
constructive comments on the Budget and I invite them to continue to support
us as we implement this Budget. I also want to appeal to them that please, let
us start to discuss the whole Medium Term Expenditure Framework and not
just the Bill for that year, so that you have an opportunity to bring your views
to us, so that if they truly add value, they can be considered and incorporated,
but to come and insist that the Budget should be changed on the Floor of
Parliament, as a way of demonstrating commitment to an inclusive process, is
unreasonable, because apart from the fact that we will not know how this will
impact on the financial situation of Government, there may also be problems
with implementation. People have been planning their programmes for a long
time, only to be told into the Financial Year that they will be required to build
an extra hundred classrooms, for example. Let us consult each other, let us be
practical and then all will be fine. Thank you, Honourable Members.
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HON SPEAKER: I thank the Minister for her very systematic and
elaborate response to queries put to her with reference to the Budget document
and her own motivation speech. We very much appreciate the clarity.
Questions, of course, remain open, we are discussing a national Budget and
nobody is happy at the end of the day. There are many theories about
budgeting and the final product. Thank you very much for a job well done,
Honourable Minister.

I now put the Question, that the Bill be read a Second Time. Any objection?

Agreed to. The Secretary will now read the Bill a Second Time.

APPROPRIATION BILL

HON SPEAKER: The Secretary will read the Second Order of the Day.

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON SECOND READING – INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTY BILL.

HON SPEAKER: When this Debate was adjourned on Tuesday, 6 April
2010, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion by the Honourable
Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry, that the Bill be read a Second Time.
Any further discussion? Dr Iyambo.

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION: Thank you very much, Honourable
Speaker. I support the Industrial Property Bill, which is very important for the
country. I have only a few queries and comments.

Looking at this Bill, it seems that technically it is addressing four Bills in one.
On pages 1 to 11 there are too many parts and it becomes very difficult to read,
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because in Chapter 1 there are many parts and then from there, many other
parts. Maybe it could be refined to only four Bills so that it is easy to follow.

Comrade Speaker, my first substantive question is on Clause 21 on page 21 of
the Bill. This Bill, Honourable Minister, indicates that if, for example, you are
excavating and you find something, the question is who should be the person
to claim ownership? Does it mean that if I find something and I do not write it
down, I cannot claim to have discovered it? For example, if I find something
at sea and I have not written it down, it should be claimed by the employer?
What would be the benefit who has found it but who was not able to write it
down?

Secondly, on page 32 there is something about the fees to be paid. The
Honourable Deputy Minister, when he introduced the Bill, used a term that
worried me, namely that the aim of this fee is to increase the revenue of the
State. I want to find out what would be the annual fee. Some people may find
something, they would want to patent it, but because of the inhibiting fee they
would not be able to. It would be good if that fee could be indicated. I know
that we can include it in the regulations, but would it not be good to indicate
the fee in the main text of this Bill?

The same goes for page 76, the application of the fee, maybe also to indicate
what this fee will be.

Then finally on page 99 I have some problems. It has to do with the trade
name and acts of unfair competition and here it says under 1.9.1.2, “any use of
a trade name that is likely to mislead the public must be regarded as unlawful”
The SWAPO Party’s trademark is very clear. Will the emblems of some
Political Party be regarded as unfair competition? I will be happy if that is the
case, because this hidden fist will not be allowed anymore, including the other
fists that a Party shows. I will be happy if this unfair competition and imitation
will be outlawed. I support the Bill. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Minister. Honourable Iilonga.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: Thank you, Comrade Speaker. I rise to support the Bill, the
Industrial Property Bill.

Comrade Speaker, the Long Title is the one I am interested in. Honourable
Iyambo indicated that this Bill is a combination of many other Bills and I quote
one from the Long Title, namely, “protection and administration of
trademarks.”

Comrade Speaker, confusion is created in this country. Comrade Iyambo
indicated the fist of the UDF and I want to know whether this Bill is going to
address this confusion. SWAPO Party has materials with a clear trade mark.
You find the Founding Father does it like this, the current President
Hifikepunye Pohamba does it like this and suddenly the others come and they
do the same. When they see that that one does not really help, then they have
another one and they put another woman in an invisible fashion. All this is
done to confuse the people.

I therefore want to find out whether this Bill will protect our trademarks and I
want the legal department of the SWAPO Party to ensure that all our
trademarks are registered and not used by any other person than ourselves.

Section 47 deals with restoration and we want our rights to be restored to us.
This law will make provision for everyone to register its trademarks and we
must really demand the restoration of our trademark and that no one may use
it.

Comrade Speaker, Clause 29 deals with property rights. We have property
rights in Article 16 of the Constitution and we know that Article 16 is under
Chapter 3, the holy cow, where property rights become a fundamental right
which cannot be amended, although under Article 16 there is a little window
which the legal minds could look at, whether we are really implementing the
constitutional right to defend that property right or is it just to say we go to the
AgriBank or a commercial bank and you will be asked to give collateral.
Those are some of the issues we have to look at when we address property
rights.

Clause 69 addresses the priorities and the issue of property rights must be
included here.
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Comrade Speaker, my concern is on the trade marks which are being stolen by
others and I hope this Bill will rectify the situation and restore our rights. I
support the Bill.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Deputy Minister. Honourable Deputy
Minister of Finance.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members I also rise in support of the Bill. In fact, I do agree with
the statement of the Honourable Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry in
saying that this Bill is long overdue. I think the registration of trademarks is
crucial for the proper regulated instruments to facilitate business.

Honourable Speaker, I have only one question and the question relates to Part
5 of the Bill, Clause 234. This section deals with the application of
international conventions. My question is, if these conventions listed under
Clause 234(1) are ratified by this House. It would be superfluous to make
them applicable in terms of this Act, because my understanding is that after a
ratification process they would be equal to domestic law. The question is
whether this process provided for under Clause 234 replaces a ratification
process or not. That is also true for sub-clause (2) which makes these
provisions relevant. Sub-clause (3) then talks to amendments of international
conventions and those amendments, in terms of this provision, will not be
brought back for ratification to this House, but they would be made applicable
in terms of this legislation and again the question is whether that is a
replacement of the ratification process. If I could get clarity on that, I would
be happy.

The last comment is that I looked for Clause 242, which I thought would give
some clarification, but that clause is not in the version that is in front of you, so
maybe that is a typographical error or that clause is not included. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Deputy Minister. Minister of Defence.
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HON MINISTER OF DEFENCE: Thank you very much, Comrade Speaker.
I want to add to what was said by the previous speakers on trade names.

If you walk around, Honourable Speaker, be it in Oshikango or Windhoek, you
would see many people wearing camouflage uniforms and you may regard
them as either being from the Police or the Defence Force while they are from
security companies. Normally a camouflage uniform is meant to be used in a
discreet way, to camouflage yourself in a given environment, but you see this
in the Oshikango township. From whom are they camouflaging themselves?

Therefore, if this Bill is also addressing this issue, we would want this to be
regulated. When I first saw them, I thought it was a new Border Post Police
uniform and then I realised they were from security companies. At one time I
thought they were Angolans who crossed into Namibia. One also sees them in
Windhoek and I think it is high time that this be regulated, the security
companies should have their own uniforms, not imitating what the Defence or
Police Force have. These uniforms are intended to be used in camouflage
circumstances. Therefore, if this Bill is also addressing this issue, we would be
very happy. I thank you, Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Minister. Honourable Shixwameni.

HON SHIXWAMENI: Mr Speaker, I move that the Debate on this Bill be
adjourned to Wednesday.

HON SPEAKER: Any objection? The Debate on this Motion stands
adjourned until Wednesday, 28 April. The Notice of Motion is the one by
Honourable Shixwameni. Does the Honourable Member move the Motion?

HON SHIXWAMENI: Honourable Speaker, seeing that Honourable Ekandjo
is not here, I would like to postpone the introduction of this Motion until the
11th of May 2010.
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HON SPEAKER: The motivation of the Motion stands adjourned until 11th

May 2010. The Honourable Deputy Prime Minister will adjourn the House
until tomorrow, 14:30.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Comrade Speaker. I move
that the House adjourns until tomorrow, 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNED AT 16:25 UNTIL 2010.04.27 AT 14:30


