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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLY CHAMBER
17 FEBRUARY 2009
WINDHOEK

The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the
Affirmation.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Members, I wish to announce that
today, the 17th of February 2009, His Excellency, the President of the Republic of
Namibia, Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba will officially open the Ninth Session
of the Fourth Parliament of the Republic of Namibia. Honourable Members, I
now suspended the business of the House and ask leave to go and invite His
Excellency, the President of the Republic of Namibia to the Chamber. Please
remain standing until His Excellency the President’s procession enters the
Chamber.

BUSINESS SUSPENDED

BUSINESS RESUMED:

OFFICIAL OPENING

HON SPEAKER: The Joint Session of Parliament is called to order. The
President of the Republic of Namibia and First Lady, Founding President and
Father of the Namibian Nation, Right Honourable Prime Minister, Fellow
Parliamentarians, Chief Justice and Members of the Judiciary, Spouses,
Honourable Asser Kapere, Chairman of the National Council, and I am highly
privileged to welcome to Parliament Members of the Diplomatic Corps, Invited
Guests, Service Chiefs, Compatriots, Media Operators to the Ninth Session of the
Fourth Parliament.

By tradition we start on this auspicious occasion by remembering our departed
loved ones, colleagues, friends, neighbours and visitors to our
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country who passed on. While we remain forever thankful to God for many
blessings, including abundant rains and good fortune they bring, we pray that our
Nation and people will be spared much loss of lives and distress, and enjoy a
good harvest and happiness.

Parliament will give life to the theme of this session, “Enhancing Public
Participation in Legislative Process.” Challenges of underdevelopment, lack of
needed resources and capacity to mitigate poverty, unemployment, gender
inequality and income disparities exist, but there is will and determination and
unity of purpose in leadership to face and overcome these national
imponderables. While these are our regular domestic preoccupations, our lives
are disturbed by global insecurity, made worse lately by the meltdown of global
financial markets, high Budget deficits, low business confidence and rising
unemployment. What is to be done in terms of economic planning and service
delivery in the months and years to come, that is the question.

Brazil’s President blames this on deregulation and greed of a small group of
world scoundrels. President Lula da Silva affirms that globalisation has only
increased the economic and social responsibility of Governments. Therefore, he
insisted we must renew our commitment to strong multi-lateralism and we must
make this engagement more democratic for all. More Government is the
solution, not a problem he says.

To date independent Namibia has witnessed the collapse of both mantras of
nationalisation and free markets. The collapse in each case has been caused by
ideological frigidity and internal systemic implosions in the economy with
worldwide consequences. The Newsweek magazine too shares this view. The
answer, it writes, may indeed be more Government. The Government will have
to stimulate the economy. That is the stimulus package deal for rich Nations.
The tyranny of market forces is beyond poor Namibia’s grip. Hard work is the
key.

It may not be what Namibia wants, but we cannot ignore the huge reality our
country faces. Let us, however, pay no mind to local analysts and soothsayers
who want us not to worry because Namibia will be just fine.

Instead we must think hard and act wisely, not in isolation but rather regionally
and globally with our neighbours and cooperating partners.
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As Shakespeare had said with challenge and uncertainty in mind about what
comes next, and I paraphrase him: “There is a tide in the affairs of men which
taken at the flood leads on to fortune. On such a full sea are we now afloat and
we must take the current when it serves or lose our ventures.” That is what we
must do.

This is the House of stewardship, the House of Parliamentarians, elected
representatives of the people, lawmakers serving national interest and protecting
our constitutional order together with the Executive and Judiciary.

Mahatma Ghandi said in his time of leadership in changing India: “We must be
the change we wish to see, we must therefore lead by example and with will and
determination.” Everywhere in the world we see challenges and opportunities,
that is the best and the worst of times. We must take the tide and the flood and
secure our ventures.

While leadership follows wisdom, we must be ready to listen to different insights
for workable policies towards success in change for the better. The biggest
challenge today is the economy. Recession and worse can rudely undermine
social stability, democracy, the Rule of Law and in the process weaken the very
foundation of Namibia’s constitutional order and parliamentary democracy.

This is the year of Presidential and National Assembly elections. I hope all our
New Year’s resolutions had that in mind, that is on the way to this annual reunion
and for the months ahead.

A great man of history has said: “The world needs wisdom as it has never
needed it before and if knowledge continues to increase, the world will need
wisdom in the future even more than it does now – wisdom to promote peaceful
coexistence in the world, cooperation for mutual benefit and ensuring safety,
security and well-being of all peoples of the world and yet we must avoid
despair and despondency due to insecurity and face all challenges with
confidence. We must keep believing that change and a new beginning are
possible, will strengthen common purpose, unity and commitment to peace,
development and prosperity for all.”

Now is the time for putting the country and people first, fellow Namibians. What
we promise we must deliver and do so because it is right. Talking of elections, I
think in particular of the born-frees, products of our long and bitter struggle.
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They will be voting for the first time in a bigger number this year. They are
watching us, listening to us and judging our behaviour. The rites of passage
come with initiation and heritage from childhood to adulthood. Our guidance to
the born-frees must be based on compassion, dignity and excellence. They are
taking over and will soon be leaders of people and will make their own
contributions to peace and development.

Last but not least, President Pohamba, we as Members of Parliament want to
reaffirm our trust in you. We will continue giving you our full support as our
Head of State and Leader of Government in helping you to enlarge space for our
democracy and its benefits to spread far and wide throughout Namibia. In your
New Year’s message and your repeated encouraging statements on social
stability, political tolerance and national unity have reached us and we are
reassured. We must not betray a sacred trust for a living Constitution,
functioning democracy and opportunities for prosperity to the born-frees and their
offspring.

I now have the distinct honour and great pleasure to invite His Excellency,
Comrade President Hifikepunye Pohamba, to address this auspicious sitting of
our Parliament. Congratulations on successful visits abroad, Comrade President.
We empathise with you about the jetlag you will have to endure yet for a few
more hours to come, I am sure. Your Excellency.

HIS EXCELLENCY, PRESIDENT POHAMBA: Honourable Members of
Parliament, Honourable Dr Theo-Ben Gurirab, Speaker of the National
Assembly, Honourable Asser Kapere, Chairperson of the National Council, Your
Excellency Founding President and the Father of the Namibian Nation, Comrade
Dr Sam Shafishuna Nujoma, Right Honourable Prime Minister, Nahas Angula,
Your Honour Chief Justice Peter Shivute, Right Honourable First Prime Minister,
Dr Hage Geingob, Honourable Members of Parliament, Distinguished Service
Chiefs, Your Excellencies Members of the Diplomatic Corps, Honourable
Governor of Khomas Region, Comrade Sophia Shaningwa, Distinguished Invited
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.

I feel privileged to stand before you today on this auspicious and historic
occasion of the Official Opening of the Ninth Session of Namibia’s Fourth
Parliament. Before I continue with my speech, I wish to take this opportunity to
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heartily and sincerely congratulate the Honourable Dr Theo-Ben Gurirab,
Speaker of our National Assembly, on his election as President of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union. We are proud that a son of our soil has been elected to
serve humanity in that high position. Some years ago you did it first when you
became the President of the General Assembly of the United Nations. This is,
indeed, an opportunity for Dr Gurirab to contribute towards international mutual
understanding and tolerance among people of the world. I can say that we are
confident of his capacity to make a positive difference in the world as President
of the IPU. We wish you all the success in your work in this position, Dr
Gurirab.

The historic milestone of the Official Opening of this Session of our Parliament
reflects the growing strength and resilience of our democracy, the continuity of
our institutions of governance and durability of all that we have built since the
achievement of our nationhood nearly nineteen years ago. We should take pride
in the fact that we have entrenched the culture of democracy in our framework of
governance. This is but one of the indications that since our Independence,
stability and the Rule of Law have sowed deep roots in our country after decades
of apartheid oppression. We should rejoice in the knowledge that we have built a
diverse society where all Namibians of different political ideologies, gender,
religious and racial backgrounds can make a difference and can make a positive
contribution to the socio-economic development of our country.

The multi-party character of our democracy, as reflected by the presence of
representatives of different Political Parties in this august Chamber, is a source of
strength in our quest to build a peaceful and democratic society where all our
people can realise their full potential.

Our Parliament can play a vital role in this nation building process by enacting
laws that are responsive to the needs of our people, laws that address crucial
developmental challenges facing our Nation and, indeed, the laws that enable our
people to play a positive role in taking Namibia towards Vision 2030.

In addition to the lawmaking function, Parliament also has an important
constitutional function to foster accountability and transparency within the
established constitutional parameters. Parliament is the heartbeat of our
democracy. It reflects the will of the people through the elected representatives.
In this light, I am encouraged by the theme chosen for the opening of this
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Session, namely, “Enhancing Public Participation in the Legislative Process.”
This can be done in various ways, including but not limited to ensuring that the
Parliamentary Standing Committees, which hold Public Hearings in communities
on pieces of legislation, are strong and fully functional. These Committees must
be well-resourced in order to be able to carry out their functions effectively. I
believe that these approaches should form part of a deliberate outreach strategy
by our lawmakers to ensure that our people have the possibility of meaningful
participation in the lawmaking process.

Equally important is the promotion of a culture and orientation towards
democracy among our school children and the youth. I am happy that lawmakers
are fully engaged in promoting the activities of the Children’s Parliament. I
believe that this initiative is one way of creating an understanding of the
democratic process among our school children. It can also serve as a platform to
groom the future leaders for our country and, indeed, our African continent.

I wish to encourage our Parliament to continue with this good work of sensitising
our people about the importance of democracy, our chosen system of governance.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Chairperson, since this is an election year, I
wish to say a few things about the need to promote tolerance, social and political
stability in the Land of the Brave. I reiterate the need to ensure that all political
activities prior, during and after the elections are carried out in a peaceful manner.
As a matter of fact, political activities and other forms of social interactions
amongst citizens must be directed at promoting peace and strengthening our
social fabric.

For thousands of our young people in Namibia the Presidential and National
Assembly elections will represent a historic moment. I am referring to the fact
that many of those who were born – our Speaker referred to as “born-free” – in
the post-Independence era will cast their votes in a general election for the very
first time in their lives. Their participation in these elections is an indication that
although our democracy is still young, it is slowly but surely maturing. I am,
therefore, calling upon all our youth who have attained voting age to register and
vote in November.

This generation of Namibians who were born in liberty and did not experience the
brutality of the apartheid oppression, represents a new hope and a brighter future
for our country. We are happy to see them come off age and grow to contribute
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positively to the development of our country. My message to them and to the
entire Namibian youth is: There should be no limits to the possibilities of your
imagination. You have the ability to soar and fly high like the fish eagle. You
can achieve all the goals that you may set your mind on.

I take this opportunity to invite all of you, all Namibian youth, to utilise and apply
your talents, skills and expertise for the betterment of our society and the
promotion of national reconciliation.

Another source of joy for us as Namibians is the fact that opportunities are
opening up in different spheres for Namibian women. I am pleased to note that
our women are now able to take their place at the head table of the leadership and
are able to play different roles which were previously reserved for men. We have
made notable progress towards meeting our commitment to increase women
participation in decision-making. For instance, Namibia is among the top three
countries to have exceeded the 30 percent target set by the SADC Protocol as we
now have 31 percent representation of women in politics and decision-making.
That is the progress I am referring to.

I believe that more should be done to achieve the 50 percent goal set by the
African Union for women representation in political, economic and cultural
decision-making very soon. This is election year and I would like to see a zebra
hide.

Similarly, it is pleasing to note once again that Namibia is making steady
progress in this regard. At the level of Local Government Namibia leads the
SADC Region with 45 percent women representation. This achievement
highlights our commitment to build a fairer society where all citizens have equal
opportunities regardless of gender, race, social status or other social constructed
attributes. It is just as good that our Parliament and our Local Government
Authorities are leading the way to empowering Namibian women. Other
institutions, including the private sector, must surely follow this worthy example.

Our country must harness the energies, creativity, ingenuity and passion of all
Namibians to make Namibia a winning Nation. No section of the population
should feel excluded from this national duty and privilege to serve the Nation.
Without any doubt, this must include Namibian women.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Chairperson, I wish to commend our two
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Houses of Parliament for their hard work during the previous session which saw
the passing of several new Laws and Amendments of old Laws. It also witnessed
the tabling of Motions on important issues of the day by lawmakers from the
Ruling Party and the Opposition, as well as the consideration and adoption of
many agreements, treaties and conventions.

I trust that during this session our lawmakers will work just as hard, if not harder
than they did in the previous session. During this time of tough economic
challenges, the creativity and wisdom of our lawmakers is needed to find
solutions to the developmental challenges facing our country and all her people.

The Nation is looking up to the lawmakers to enact innovative pieces of
legislation aimed at tackling and addressing issues which affect our people’s daily
lives, ranging from combating unemployment, violence against women and
children, food production and the plight of vulnerable members of our society.
They are looking up to this institution to engender a new sense of hope and
optimism so that our country can weather the storm and emerge strongly from the
current economic downturn.

I, therefore, call upon our lawmakers to join hands and work together for the
benefit of our country and the people. The electorate expects you to make
maximum contribution to all the Debates, to consider deeply, vigorously and
sincerely all the issues tabled for discussion and Debate and to ensure that at the
end of the day your actions are informed by the need to promote and advance the
interest of the Namibian people.

Your far most preoccupation as elected representatives is to do your best in order
to carry out the mandate bestowed on you by the electorate. This calls for
dedication to duty, exemplary leadership and patriotic zeal for the work that you
do.

I am informed that this Ninth Session of the Fourth Parliament will have a hectic
legislative agenda. New Bills that may be tabled in the new session include:

 Correctional Services Bill;
 Telecommunications Bill;
 Tobacco Products Control Bill;
 Tourism Bill;
 Industrial Property Bill; and
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 Diplomatic Privileges and Immunity Bill.

Several other Bills in addition to those I have mentioned may also be tabled. We
expect vigorous Debate on these important pieces of legislation as they will have
an impact on the lives of our people.

The Correctional Service Bill, for instance, will impact the lives of those serving
prison sentences, including the possible rehabilitation to become useful citizens
upon their release. In the same vein, our people expect our correctional services
institutions to play their role in the criminal justice system effectively. Those
who are committed to prison by our Courts must serve their sentences.

The Telecommunications Bill, on the other hand, can have far-reaching effects
regarding the development of the telecommunication sector in the country as well
as Namibia’s competitiveness in the regional and global economics.

We all know that Information and Communication Technology has moved to the
centre of all trade and commerce as well as the sectors of education, public
management and the delivery of services such as medical care, electricity, water
and others. It is the new currency in this rapidly globalising world. Therefore,
our lawmakers are called upon to give their best to ensure that Namibia will have
a modern telecommunication legislation that will enable our country to compete
with the best in the world.

Similarly, the Tobacco Products Control Bill is a crucial piece of legislation
because of the danger that smoking poses to the health of our people. I am told
we do not have so many Parliamentarians who smoke. This legislation is in fact
long overdue so that Namibia can have modern laws regarding the control of
tobacco products. This is necessary especially as it pertains to smoking by under-
aged youth. Namibia has already gone a long way by declaring many facilities,
including public buildings, as non-smoking zones. I remember when she was the
Minister of Health, Honourable Libertine Amathila worked very hard to bring
this about.

However, we need to go further to protect the health of our people from other
dangers posed by this practice, including second-hand smoking. After all, our
health system is under strain of various diseases, including the HIV/AIDS
pandemic, malaria and tuberculosis. We must, therefore, do what we can to
lessen the impact of tobacco-related illnesses on our health care delivery system.
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Honourable Speaker, Honourable Chairperson, on an occasion like this we are
heartened to see for ourselves that our democratic system continues to thrive and
grow. This Joint Session of Parliament and the presence of other Organs of State
testify to the respect for our constitutional order and the durability of our
institutions. It demonstrates the truth, that we have built a strong foundation for
future generations to live in peace and harmony, to make laws not through
decrees but by democratic Debate in a parliamentary setting. This is the source of
strength of our chosen system of Government which has served our country and
her people well since the dawn of our nationhood. Let us cherish and nurture it
for the benefit of those Namibians yet to be born.

I take this opportunity to commend the Honourable Dr Theo-Ben Gurirab, the
Speaker of our National Assembly and the Honourable Asser Kapere,
Chairperson of our National Council, for steering the work of the two Houses of
Parliament in the last session and for continuing to do so in this new session.

I also wish to commend the Party Whips for keeping lawmakers from their
respective Parties on their toes and focused on the task at hand. I am confident
that this session will be productive in all respects and that the Namibian people
will see for themselves and experience the positive impact that will result from
the implementation of new laws that will emanate from our Parliament.

Let us continue to maintain peace, let us continue to maintain national unity,
security and stability in our country for the sake of the welfare of our people and
for the sake of economic development. Let us cherish the principle of tolerance,
let us maintain the motto of One Namibia, One Nation.

It is, Comrade Speaker, now my singular honour to declare the Ninth Session of
the Fourth Parliament officially opened and I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank His Excellency for his very important and
constructive opening address. Now that the President has declared the Ninth
Session of the Fourth Parliament of Namibia open, I want to assure the Members
and guests that there will be an opportunity for you to be able to personally thank
His Excellency for his address. I now take this opportunity to request
Honourable Chairman of the National Council, Honourable Asser Kapere, to
move a Vote of Thanks on behalf of Parliament.



16

17 February 2009 VOTE OF THANKS
HON CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL

VOTE OF THANKS

HON CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL: Thank you very much,
Comrade Speaker, His Excellency, Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba, President of
the Republic of Namibia and the First Lady, Penexupifo Pohamba, His
Excellency Dr Sam Shafishuna Nujoma, Founding President and Father of the
Namibian Nation, Honourable Dr Theo-Ben Gurirab, Speaker of the National
Assembly and Comrade Joan Guriras, Right Honourable Nahas Angula, Prime
Minister, Honourable Dr Libertine Amathila, Deputy Prime Minister, His
Lordship Chief Justice, Peter Shivute, His Lordship Judge President, Petrus
Damaseb, Honourable Members of Parliament, Distinguished Service Chiefs,
Your Excellencies Members of the Diplomatic Corps, my lifelong partner,
Reverend Maria Kapere, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is a great honour and privilege to be called upon to propose a Vote of Thanks to
the President of our Republic, His Excellency Comrade Hifikepunye Pohamba, at
this historic occasion of the Official Opening of the Ninth Session of Namibia’s
Fourth Parliament. Your Excellency, Comrade Pohamba, President of the
Republic of Namibia, your presence here today is a great source of motivation
and inspiration to all of us. Therefore, on behalf of the Honourable Members of
the two Houses of Parliament, I extend our grateful thanks to you for your
encouragement as well as the forward-looking statement. I assure you, Comrade
President, that all Members of the two Houses of Parliament will join hands to
meet emerging challenges and will contribute towards making our laws more
dynamic, responsive and sensitive to the needs of the citizens.

Comrade President, your valuable contribution, guidance and encouragement has
given a new impetus to our work and as you have stated, the Official Opening of
our Parliament indeed reflects the growing strength and resilience of our
democracy and the continuity of institutions of governance. We have, indeed,
taken note of all you have said and will ensure that not only does Parliament
remain the heartbeat of our democracy, but that it will continue to play its role as
an institution that fosters transparency, accessibility, accountability and
effectiveness.
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As lawmakers we will continuously engage the citizens in the work of Parliament
so that our Debates and the resulting laws and policies reflect the will and
aspirations of our people.

Comrade President, as Members of the two Houses of Parliament we will, indeed,
redouble our efforts in nurturing democracy and ensuring peace, national unity
and prosperity.

Your Excellency, Comrade President, today marks the fifth time you have
officiated over the opening of Parliament. It has been a period in which we as
Members of Parliament and the Nation at large have been privy to your
leadership embodied by compassionate humility, moral fortitude and unwavering
commitment to the founding ideals of the Namibian evolution. Thus, Comrade
President, I assure you of the constant support and trust of Parliament.

Comrade Speaker, allow me also to acknowledge with gratitude and appreciation
the presence of His Excellency, Comrade Dr Sam Shafishuna Nujoma, Founding
President, Father of the Namibian Nation and the leader of the Namibian
revolution. Comrade Father of the Nation, Parliament is once more humbled and
honoured by your distinguished presence here today. We salute you for your
sworn commitment to this Nation.

I would also like to express our gratitude for the presence of Parliamentarians
from the Westminster Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain who
are visiting Namibia to share ideas with the Namibian Parliamentarians.

My further vote of gratitude goes to His Lordship Peter Shivute, Chief Justice of
the Republic of Namibia and to the members of the Judiciary for their continuous
positive support to Parliament. Similarly, my gratitude goes to the members of
the Diplomatic Corps present here today. Last but not least, I would not like to
forget expressing our sincere appreciation to the members of our Protocol, the
Security Services, cultural groups, learners and our parliamentary staff for all the
superb services they have rendered to make this event successful.

It is now my distinct honour and privilege to invite all the invited guests to a
reception in the Parliament Gardens immediately after the event. I thank you.
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HON SPEAKER: I thank you sincerely, dear Colleague. I echo the invitation.
Before I call on the Leader of the Government Business to adjourn the House, I
thought I should just mention one or two things and that is that after the
adjournment, we will all go down to the Parliament Gardens. My Colleague and
I appeal to upstairs to set aside a few hours for us to do this but time was limited,
so anything after this, do not blame on us.

The second one is to thank my Colleague, the Deputy Speaker, who have ably
presided over the first part of these proceedings. I now give the Floor to the
Right Honourable Prime Minister to adjourn the House until 24 February 2009.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Honourable Speaker, Your
Excellency, President Pohamba, Head of State and Chairman of the Executive
arm of the Government, Your Excellency, Founder and Father of the Namibian
Nation, Comrade Shafishuna Sam Nujoma, my Brother, Peter Shivute, Chief
Justice, allow me now to move that Parliament adjourns for now until Tuesday,
the 24th of February 2009, 14:30. I remind you to return here with your
resourcefulness, vigour and determination as we were directed by the Head of
State. I so Move.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40 UNTIL 2009.02.24 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

HON SPEAKER: The House is called to Order. I have no announcements, but
it is good to see all of you back. Last week Tuesday we had the pleasure of being
in the company of the Head of State of our Republic and I was saying to His
Excellency that it takes not the Head of State, nor the Chief Justice, but the
servant of the people to have succeeded in making a request upstairs for the
beautiful day you enjoyed. All of you were in such colourful attires and I was
more concerned by that and I did not want you to be wet. I made the necessary
arrangements and you were dry throughout the event.

Any Petitions? Reports of Standing or Select Committees? Other Reports and
Papers? Minister Mbumba.

TABLING: ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
POLYTECHNIC OF NAMIBIA, 2007

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION: Honourable Speaker, I lay upon the
Table, Annual Report of the Polytechnic of Namibia for the year 2007.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Minister table the Report? Any other
Reports and Papers? Any Notices of Questions? Honourable De Waal.
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NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1:

HON DE WAAL: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. I give Notice that on
Thursday, the 5th of March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Safety
and Security the following:

1. Will the Honourable Minister provide the House with the total crime
statistics for the period 1 November 2008 to the 31st of January 2009
for Namibia as a whole and then specifically for the following towns:
Windhoek, Ondangwa, Rundu, Katima Mulilo, Otjiwarongo,
Mariental, Swakopmund and Keetmanshoop.

2. As far as the towns mentioned above, how many of the culprits in the
robbery and housebreaking cases have been apprehended?

3. How many of the apprehended culprits have appeared in court?

4. How many of these culprits are currently out on bail?

5. What is the total estimated value of goods stolen in the above robbery
and housebreaking cases?

6. Article 13(1) of the Namibian Constitution states as follows: “No
person shall be subject to interference with the privacy of their homes,
correspondence or communications save as in accordance with law
and as is necessary in a democratic society in the interest of national
security, public safety”, etcetera, while Article 14(3) of the Namibian
Constitution states as follows: “The family is the natural and
fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by
society and the State.” In the light of these two absolutely and
fundamental articles in our Constitution, will the Honourable Minister
agree with me that the safety and privacy of the fundamental group
unit of society, namely the family, is currently being threatened on a
daily basis? Will the Honourable Minister further agree with me that
the State is currently failing dismally to protect Namibian families
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against robbers, housebreakers and thugs in general and will the Honourable
Minister further explain to the House what the Government is planning to do
to stop this unholy war against the peace-loving people of Namibia?

QUESTION 2:

HON DE WAAL: Honourable Speaker, I further give Notice that on the 5th of
March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Works and Transport the
following:

The Namibia Transport Commission must decide on the granting of new air
services licences as well as renewals, modifications and the cancellation of
existing licences, where applicable. As the appointment of the old members of
the above Commission lapsed some time last year, we currently do not have a
functioning Commission, with the result that requests for the above services are
in some cases outstanding for more than six months and some people are even
flying without a licence.

In the light of the current economic meltdown and in the interest of proper
administration and efficiency, will the Honourable Minister ensure that a new
Commission is appointed without delay and in any case within the next fourteen
days?

QUESTION 3:

HON DE WAAL: Honourable Speaker, I further give Notice that on the same
day I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Home Affairs and Immigration the
following:

1. Will the Honourable Minister confirm to the House that temporary
travel documents are not printed on security paper and can, therefore,
easily be falsified and printed by a computer?
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2. Will the Honourable Minister further confirm that the cost of
producing a copy of the official stamp of the Ministry is probably less
than N$200?

3. Is the Honourable Minister further aware of the fundamental freedom
enshrined in Article 21(1)(i) of the Namibian Constitution that reads as
follows: “All persons shall have the right to leave and return to
Namibia.” In the light of the above, will the Honourable Minister do
away with the issuing of temporary travel documents, except for
emergency cases and will she instead consider issuing passports which
will be valid for ten years?

4. It is a well-known fact that people apply for passports because they do
not have identification documents. Can the Honourable Minister,
therefore, indicate to the House how many valid identification
documents have been issued since Independence?

QUESTION 4: …

HON DE WAAL: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on Thursday, 5
March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Works and Transport the
following:

In the light of the 2010 Soccer World Cup and the looming recession in Namibia,
and against the background of the Honourable Minister of Trade and Industry
conducting seminars to find ways and means to create jobs and to counter the
recession, will the Honourable Minister now publicly announce his plans with the
Eros Airport? Will the Honourable Minister reopen the airport for the services
which was banned in 2002 or will he not? As private companies do not receive a
monthly salary from the Government, they have to react speedily, efficiently and
effectively or go bankrupt. Will the Honourable Minister therefore undertake to
make a public announcement within the next fourteen days so that the industry
will know whether they can invest in Namibia or whether they should look
elsewhere?
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QUESTION 5:

HON DE WAAL: Honourable Speaker, I also give Notice that on Thursday, the
5th of March 2009, I shall ask the Right Honourable Prime Minister in his
capacity as the Leader of Government Business in the House and also in his
capacity as the Chairperson of the State-Owned Enterprises Governing Council
the following:

Given the circumstances and the reasons for the termination of the contract of the
previous Director-General of the NBC, it is fairly certain that he will instigate
legal proceedings against the NBC and that he will probably be successful with
such a claim for compensation.

1. Will the Right Honourable Prime Minister therefore confirm or deny that
the Board of Directors of the NBC, in fulfilling their obligation to
safeguard the NBC from unnecessary financial risk, obtained proper and
relevant legal opinion before they terminated the services of the previous
Director General?

2. Will the Right Honourable Prime Minister assure the House that if the
previous Director General is indeed successful in a claim for
compensation, that such compensation will not be paid either by the NBC
or by the State, but that it will be paid by the members of the Board of
Directors of the NBC in their private capacities?

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Questions?
Honourable Viljoen.

QUESTION 6:

HON VILJOEN: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on Thursday, the 5th of
March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Mines and Energy the
following questions:

1. We have seen the negative impact of the current financial climate on
Namibian mining companies through the closure of the mines and the
rationalisation of workers by Weatherly and NAMDEB. What is your
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opinion, how will the current weak economic climate have an impact on
the Namibian mining sector in future?

2. The Mineworkers Union of Namibia is demanding nationalisation of
Weatherly to prevent closure of mines and the consequent losses of jobs.
As you know, many mines are owned and operated by Governments
throughout the world. What is your opinion about nationalisation of
mines in Namibia?

3. The Zambian Government has indicated at the Annual Cape Town Mining
Indaba two weeks ago that they will scrap certain royalties payable by
mining companies operating in Zambia to enable the mining companies to
survive in the current tough economic climate. Namibia, on the other
hand, has increased royalties of certain mines three months ago. Do you
think that the Namibian Government can consider the scrapping of certain
royalties in Namibia as well as supporting the mining companies who are
struggling, as this action would help to prevent further closure of mines
and job losses?

QUESTION 7:

HON VILJOEN: I also give Notice that on Thursday, 5 March 2009, I shall ask
the Honourable Minister of Works and Transport the following questions:

1. Who is responsible for the maintenance of the railways in Namibia? Is it
TransNamib or the Government of Namibia?

2. Is the Government aware that due to a lack of maintenance to the railroad,
the transport of passengers between Keetmanshoop and Lüderitz, between
Windhoek, Omaruru, Otjiwarongo, Grootfontein, Tsumeb and Ondangwa
has been abandoned?

3. Are you aware that due to this problem there was chaos the beginning of
the year when the workers from the north of the country tried to return to
their workplaces in the south?
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4. Are you aware that the SWAPO Party did not meet their promises, as
stated in the 2004 Election Manifesto where they promised to complete
the railroad track to Oshikango by 2007?

5. What does the Government intend to do to stop the dilapidation of the
infrastructure of the railways in Namibia?

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member please table the Questions? I
do not know how long the young people who are paying a visit to the House are
going to be with us, but I want to recognise the presence of SSS Waldorf School,
Windhoek, 12th graders, the born-frees, I believe. Honourable Venaani.

QUESTION 8:

HON VENAANI: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. I give Notice
that on Thursday, the 5th of March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of
Foreign Affairs the following:

1. When was the German Special Initiative Agreement between our
Government and the German Government agreed upon and concluded?

2. Did all the communities agree with this process?

3. What is our total package of the German Special Initiative?

QUESTION 9:

HON VENAANI: Honourable Speaker, I further give Notice that on the 5th of
March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Works and Transport the
following:

It is now public knowledge that the Presidential Jet, Falcon 900B is aging and is
considered in some quarters as a safety risk to our President:
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1. How much will the sale of the Falcon 900B bring to the country and is
there any interest in the bird?

2. Has the Ministry issued a tender for the purchase of a new Presidential
Jet?

3. What is the possible cost of a new Presidential Jet and how long will it be
airworthy?

4. If question 2 is in the affirmative, who issued the tender, where was it
advertised and which company won it?

5. With regard to the general air safety of especially light aircrafts that has
reached an appalling state, how does Government envisage to address this
precarious situation?

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Question?
Honourable Gurirab.

QUESTION 10:

HON T GURIRAB: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Since we have young
people from school, I shall start with the question on education. I give Notice
that on Thursday, 5 March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of
Education:

1. How many children are still being taught under trees instead of in proper
school buildings?

2. Where does this take place? In which Regions and places are these tree
and tent schools?

3. When does the Minister think that these young learners can look forward
to proper schools with ablution facilities, power and water facilities, which
should not be considered luxuries in this day and age?
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QUESTION 11:

HON T GURIRAB: I give Notice that on Thursday, the 5th of March 2009, I
shall ask the Honourable Minister of Justice the following:

1. Whether she is in a position to tell this Honourable House when the
Caprivi Treason Trial will be behind us?

2. With how many of the Accused has the Government settled out of court
on allegations of torture and maltreatment?

3. How much money has the State so far spent on these settlements out of
court?

4. How much has the State spent on the Treason Trial so far?

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Questions?
Honourable Tjihuiko.

QUESTION 12:

HON TJIHUIKO: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. I give Notice
that on Thursday, 5 March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Regional
and Local Government, Housing and Rural Development the following questions:

1. Is it true what was reported in the media in September 2008 about the
selling of land to foreigners, namely Chinese and Indians, for the purpose
of development in the towns of Oshakati, Ondangwa and Oshikango?

2. How many foreign investors bought land in Oshakati, Ondangwa and
Oshikango?
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3. Can the Honourable Minister give a breakdown of sectors of investment in
which these people invested and the amount of money invested in the
abovementioned areas?

4. Through this Government effort to bring about the desired development to
the Region, how many indigenous Namibians lost land in this process?

5. What does Government do with the people who have been forced to sell
their homes and mahangu fields in the name of modern development?

6. What is the lowest and the highest prices Government or investors paid to
the affected parties so far?

7. After having paid whatever amount you have paid, what happened to the
uprooted landless poor communities? Have they been resettled in the
Government acquired resettlement farms or what happened to them?

QUESTION 13:

HON TJIHUIKO: I give Notice that on Thursday, the 5th of March 2009, I shall
ask the Honourable Minister of Regional and Local Government, Housing and
Rural Development the following questions:

On the 23rd of January 2009, a concerned Namibian from Ehenye Village wrote a
letter to New Era newspaper in which he raised an issue of concern, especially in
a democratic country like Namibia. On behalf of the voiceless resident of Ehenye
Village, I wish to ask the Honourable Minister of Regional and Local
Government, Housing and Rural Development the following questions:

1. Is it true, Honourable Minister, that the Town Council of Oshakati is
forcefully removing residents from Ehenye Village before any amicable
agreement is reached between the two parties, including the issue of
compensation?

2. How much has Oshakati Town Council paid or are planning to pay per
hectare to the land owners?



29

24 February 2009 NOTICE OF QUESTIONS
HON MOONGO

3. What are the criteria or formula used by the Oshakati Town Council to
determine the value of Ehenye Village land?

4. Is it true, Honourable Minister, that apparently your Permanent Secretary
informed Ehenye residents that since he is a Government top official, that
he was a law onto himself and he advised the communities to better accept
whatever he says. I want you to confirm that.

5. In the event where the residents accept the offer, what happens to these
affected communities or groups?

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Questions?
Honourable Moongo.

QUESTION 14:

HON MOONGO: Thank you, Honourable Speaker, welcome to the House in
order to listen to the beautiful questions. Mr Speaker, I give Notice that on
Thursday, 5 March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Works and
Transport the following questions:

1. Is the Minister aware or will the Minister deny that at Ongwediva NaTIS
there are constantly inhuman and have prolonged long queues when
owners of vehicles are registering and paying for their licences. What is
wrong with the old system?

2. Is it a fact that the old licensing system was accurate and faster than the
new system which is inconvenient and causing unnecessary suffering of
customers at Ongwediva NaTIS while we have a lot of unemployed
matriculants in Namibia who are able to register the vehicles?

3. Can the Minister explain as to whether the same system is used in all
Namibian towns and cities? If not, why is it selective in the northern
Region only?

4. Is it true that the roadworthy testing machine at the abovementioned town
is unfair, removing poor people owning buses and taxis from the road
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whenever they renew licences annually and confiscate licences whenever
they detect one mistake on the vehicle? What is wrong with the old
system? The Traffic is supposed to write all that is not operating and not
write the vehicle off.

5. What is the motive behind that Outapi, Ondangwa, Eenhana, Oshikango
and Omuthiya was made deliberately and ignorantly to register at
Ongwediva NaTIS? Is it a lack of decentralisation of NaTIS or is it a lack
of customer services?

6. When are NaTIS offices going to be decentralised at the abovementioned
towns?

7. When is the Minister going to remedy the problems at Ongwediva NaTIS
once and for all?

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Questions? Chief
Garoëb.

QUESTION 15:

HON GAROËB: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. I give Notice that on Thursday,
the 5th of March 2009, I shall ask the Minister of Works and Transport,
Honourable Angula, the following questions:

1. Whether it is true that the use of click sounds on the Damara-Nama
languages are prohibited on the personalised car number plates?

2. If so, does it mean that our Government has different policies for different
indigenous languages, even where such clicks are provided for on the
computers?
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HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Chief please table the Questions? Any
further Notice of Questions? Any Notice of Motions? Honourable Viljoen.

NOTICE OF MOTIONS

HON VILJOEN: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on Thursday, 26th of
February 2009, I shall Move –

That this Honourable House –

Discuss and consider disasters caused by water in Namibia with special reference
to the flood situation in northern Namibia beyond the Etosha Pan, the Hardap
Dam area and the Walvis Bay Kuiseb area and to find ways how the influence of
these natural disasters can be dealt with in future to minimise its negative effects
on the inhabitants of those areas and on Namibia as a country.

I further Move that the Motion be referred to the applicable Parliamentary
Standing Committee for possible recommendations. I so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member please table the Motion?
Honourable Tjihuiko.

HON TJIHUIKO: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on the 25th of
February 2009, I shall Move –

That this Honourable House –

Discuss the deplorable and unacceptable state of housing in shanty or informal
settlements in our main cities and towns of the country and that the Motion be
referred to the relevant Parliamentary Standing Committee for further in-depth
consultation with affected communities. I so Move.
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HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Motion?
Honourable Nujoma.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Comrade Speaker, welcome to all
Members of Parliament and I am happy to see all of you in one piece. Comrade
Speaker, I give Notice that on Thursday, the 26th of February 2009, I shall Move–

That leave be given to introduce a Bill to amend the Magistrate’s Courts Act,
2003, so as to delete the definition of “Chief Lower Courts”, to define the
expressions, “Chief Magistrates”, to provide for the head of the magistracy and
to substitute the expression, “Chief Magistrate” for the expression “Chief Lower
Courts” and “Chief of the Lower Courts” wherever they occur in any legislation
and to provide for incidental matters. I so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Motion?
Honourable Kavetuna.

HON KAVETUNA: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I give Notice
that on the 4th of March 2009, I shall Move –

That this august House –

Deliberates on the negative impact of gender-based violence in our society, the
effectiveness of policies and programmes of various stakeholders dealing with
gender promotion and issues related to gender-based violence. Despite the laws
and programmes put in place by the Line Ministry, civic organisations, men,
women and children in our country are still suffering in different ways. All their
sufferings are related to these inhuman acts.

I further Move that this Motion shall be referred to the relevant Committee. I so
Move, Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Motion?
Honourable Dr Iyambo.

HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY: Honourable Speaker, I
give Notice that tomorrow, Wednesday, the 25th of February 2009, I shall Move –

That this Assembly –

Ratifies the United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances of 1988. I so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Minister table the Motion?
Honourable Moongo.

HON MOONGO: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. I give Notice that on the 5th

of March 2009, I shall Move –

That this august House –

Discusses the duties and functions of the Traditional Leaders and agree to better
remuneration, medical aid benefits and funeral cover in order to improve their
duties and perform better in independent Namibia.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Motion? Honourable
Dr Ankama.

HON DR ANKAMA: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that tomorrow,
Wednesday, 25 February 2009, I shall Move –

That this Assembly –
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Discusses and ascertains the concern over unemployed Namibians with or
without professional qualifications, those we see every day roaming our streets
and villages, that in our discussions on interventions we propose tangible
suggestions and solutions and that after significant discussions, this Motion be
referred to the relevant Committee in order to seek public input. I so Move,
Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Motion? Honourable
Nujoma.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Comrade Speaker, I give Notice
that on Thursday, the 26th of February 2009, I shall Move –

That leave be given to introduce a Bill to amend the Magistrate’s Courts Act of
1944, so as to bring the membership of the Rules Board in line with the current
legislation; and to provide for incidental matters. I so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Deputy Minister table the Motion?
Any further Notice of Motions? Any Ministerial Statements? Before I call on
the Right Honourable Prime Minister to adjourn the House, I thought Honourable
Viljoen was going to include in the series of questions directed to the Minister of
Works and Transport the fate of the already dead train in Usakos that has become
a football. I am sure the Minister heard me and will reply. Right Honourable
Prime Minister.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I
Move that we adjourn until tomorrow at 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:15 UNTIL 2009.02.25 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

HON SPEAKER: Today, the 25th of February 2009, is the birthday of the
United Democratic Front of Namibia. I wish UDF Party and its members a happy
20th birthday.

NOMINATION OF MEMBER TO
STANDING COMMITTEES

HON SPEAKER: I have been informed that CoD has nominated Honourable
Alfred Chilinda to replace Honourable Ben Ulenga on the following
Parliamentary Standing Committees:

1. Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security;
2. Standing Rules and Orders and Internal Arrangements; and
3. Constitutional and Legal Affairs.

I now, in terms of Rule 38(6) announce Honourable Chilinda as a duly appointed
Member of the said Committees.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Honourable Prime Minister.
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TABLING: REPORTS OF AUDITOR-GENERAL

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Comrade Speaker, on behalf of the Honourable
Minister of Finance, I lay upon the Table, Reports of the Auditor-General on the
accounts of –

(a) Village Council of Otavi for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2006;

(b) Rundu Town Council for the Financial Year ended 31 March 2007;

(c) Town Council of Eenhana for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2006;

(d) Regional Council for the Otjozondjupa Region for the Financial Year
ended 31 March 2004 and 2005;

(e) Regional Council for the Otjozondjupa Region for the Financial Year
ended 31 March 2002 and 2003;

(f) Regional Council for the Otjozondjupa Region for the Financial Year
ended 31 March 2000 and 2001.

HON SPEAKER: Any further Reports and Papers? Honourable Kaiyamo.

TABLING: APAC CONFERENCE
REPORT

HON KAIYAMO: Comrade Speaker, I lay upon the Table, Report of the
APAC Conference held in Johannesburg, South Africa on the 9th of October
2008.
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HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Report?
Honourable Dr Kawana.

REPORT OF PUBLIC OFFICE-BEARERS
REMUNERATION AND BENEFITS COMMISSION

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Honourable Speaker, I lay
upon the Table, Report of the Public Office-Bearers Remuneration and Benefits
Commission on Recommendations for Inflation-related Adjustments to basic
salaries of Public Office-Bearers, dated 29 February 2008. I so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Report? Any Notice
of Questions? Honourable Schimming-Chase.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 16:

HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on
Thursday, the 5th of March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Mines
and Energy the following questions:

Considering the fact that Namibia is one of the world’s major producers and
exporters of uranium and the groundbreaking role played by our Government in,
for example, the fact that the first draft of the Pelindaba Treaty was done in
Windhoek –

1. Why has Namibia not ratified the Treaty?
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2. Does the Government intend to do so and if so, when?

3. In view of the fact that only three more countries need to ratify the Treaty
in order for it to enter into force, what is causing the delay?

4. Is the Government aware of the fact that if we sign as one of the three, we
can join the African Commission on Nuclear Energy with all the benefits
resulting from that?

5. Are we aware that as the country which will be the largest producer of
uranium by 2015, we stand a good chance if we apply to have AFCON
Headquarters in Namibia, bringing jobs and prestige to the country?

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Questions?
Honourable Viljoen?

QUESTION 17:

HON VILJOEN: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on Thursday, the 5th of
March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Home Affairs and
Immigration the following questions:

1. Recently the requirements for the registration of voters were published
in newspapers. The presence of mobile teams registering Namibians
in the various Regions are presently on. One of the requirements is
that applicants should submit the green Namibian passport. In light of
the new development regarding passports, how are Namibians going to
deal with this requirement?

2. Will the Minister please explain in full how the new system works?
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QUESTION 18:

HON VILJOEN: I give Notice that on Thursday, the 5th of March 2009, I shall
ask the Honourable Minister of Home Affairs and Immigration the following
questions:

I have personal experience of a sinister attitude or a reluctance of officials at the
Ministry of Home Affairs and Immigration to deal with enquiries. I tried several
times in the last part of 2008 to get an appointment with the Permanent Secretary
or other senior officials to get an answer on an application for permanent
residence of a certain Ms Opperman of Swakopmund. She submitted all
applicable documents in August 2007 and received an acknowledgement from
Home Affairs. Despite several enquiries from her side, she received no feedback.
I personally submitted copies for the second time of her documents again to the
Office of the Permanent Secretary in September 2008. After one month, on 6
October 2008, I phoned the Ministry and enquired about the outcome of my
enquiry. I was informed that the documents could not be found and I again
submitted documents to the Office of the Permanent Secretary on 8 October
2008. I again asked for an appointment with the Permanent Secretary but was
referred to a very competent lady who, according to me, is a kingpin in the work
of the Ministry. I visited the mentioned lady and spent one hour in her office.
They could not find any documents of Ms Opperman.

On 20 January 2009, I wrote a letter to enquire to the Ministry. Eighteen months
after the application was submitted to the Ministry no feedback was received:

1. Is the Minister aware that your officials are reluctant to communicate with
the public and that they do not respond to enquiries?

2. Is the filing system of an acceptable standard and are those officials who
are responsible for the filing of applications capable to deal with their
responsibilities?

3. I did all the abovementioned because I was under the impression that
Members of Parliament, even Members of the Opposition, have an
unwritten privilege to discuss matters with Ministers or senior officials in
order to clarify issues rather than to ask political questions on the Floor.
Are my expectations wrong?
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4. How can we deal with the abovementioned problem?

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member please table the Questions?
Honourable Mbai.

QUESTION 19:

HON MBAI: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. I give Notice that on Thursday,
the 5th of March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Education the
following:

1. Is the Honourable Minister aware that many school-going children remain
with their parents at villages, more especially during winter and rainy
seasons because of lack of boarding and hostel facilities at some primary
schools in the rural areas?

2. Honourable Minister, what is the policy of the Ministry with regard to the
provision of hostel and boarding facilities?

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Questions?
Honourable Moongo.

QUESTION 20:

HON MOONGO: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. I give Notice that on
Thursday, the 5th of March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Works
and Transport:

1. Is the Minister aware that millions of dollars get lost in TransNamib?
When is the culprit going to be apprehended?
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2. Is it true that TransNamib workers did not get increment since 2002? Will
the Minister explain?

3. Is it true that some workers in TransNamib are exploited and have been
regarded as temporary workers for more than seven years? What is the
maximum duration for a temporary worker in TransNamib and when are
they going to become permanent so that they get better salaries? Will the
Minister also explain?

4. Is the Minister aware that the management of TransNamib is the one to
blame for the prolonged strike in 2008? It is unfair to deduct from those
who were involved in the strike. Let the board compensate the losses.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Questions?
Honourable Dienda.

QUESTION 21:

HON DIENDA: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. I give Notice that on
Thursday, the 5th of March 2009, I will ask the Honourable Minister of Trade and
Industry the following questions:

In the Namibian of the 5th of February 2009 the following was reported: “The
London-based Gateway Broadcast Service (GBS UK) of which GTV Namibia is
a subsidiary, announced that its board of directors had approved a plan to
liquidate the company. Can the Minister please explain the following:

1. Since the Government of the Republic of Namibia is inviting foreign
investors to invest in our country, what protection do the citizens of the
country have against investors like GTV?

2. Will the Minister of Trade and Industry follow this matter up or is it
outside their jurisdiction?
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3. Will the money paid by subscribers on the Friday before the company was
liquidated for advance payments be refunded?

4. Will all outstanding debts of GTV be followed up and how?

5. Can the Minister please provide the Nation with the names of the
shareholders and members of board of directors of GTV Namibia to allow
the public to pursue the company to retrieve their moneys paid?

6. When the broadcasting licence was issued, who was listed as the
shareholders or members of the board of directors?

QUESTION 22:

HON DIENDA: Honourable Speaker, I also give Notice that on Thursday, the
5th of March 2009, I shall ask the Minister of Trade and Industry the following:

Trade agreements have been signed by our Executive and the Chinese
Government. The public out there and the Nation do not know the content of
these agreements. Currently the Nation is facing problems with these Chinese
shops in our country. Honourable Speaker, almost every Chinese shop in
Namibia, especially those in Katutura, have the following slogans displayed in
their windows: “No guarantee, no money back, no exchange, no refund, no
nothing.”

Honourable Speaker, Chinese shops are selling everything from a needle to a
television set. At all Chinese shops one receives a receipt which does not have
the name of the shop written on it, no date of purchase, no VAT, only the amount
that you have bought it for.

Honourable Speaker, my question, therefore, is: What protection do the
Namibians have against such investors?

QUESTION 23:

HON DIENDA: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on Thursday, the 5th of
March 2009, I shall ask the Minister of Gender Equality and Child Welfare the
following:
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The Minister has indicated in one of her Ministerial Reports that her Ministry had
sponsored projects for women organisation in different Regions. Can the
Minister please provide us with the following information: The names of the
projects, the amount given to them, the beneficiaries or the stakeholders, the type
of projects that were sponsored, and how other women can benefit from this?
Can the Honourable Minister report on the progress of these projects, especially
with regard to how, if at all, the lives of the beneficiaries have improved?

QUESTION 24:

HON DIENDA: Honourable Speaker, I also give Notice that on Thursday, the
5th of March 2009, I shall ask the Minister of Gender Equality and Child Welfare
the following:

During an interview with one of the local newspapers, the Deputy Minister of
Gender Equality and Child Welfare was quoted as follows when asked about
child labour in Namibia:

“Because there are no provisions on the Prohibition of Child Labour in
Namibia, the Ministry often finds its hands tied on the matter. We know that
there are children living with their mothers and fathers who have been forced
into child labour, but our Ministry cannot do anything about it. Last year we
met with the Ministry of Labour and other Ministries, but right now we do not
have legislation on the question of child labour in the country. We are still
waiting.”

Sometimes journalists opt to give wrong information to the public and as a matter
of concern for me as an elected Member from the Congress of Women
Democrats, I need clarification on this matter:

1. Was this a telephonic conversation or does the Deputy Minister have any
proof of her conversation in writing with the reporter in this regard? Has
the Honourable Deputy Minister, if misquoted, asked the newspaper to
correct her statement?

2. Is the Minister aware that both the Constitution of Namibia, Article 15(3)
on Children’s Rights and the Labour Act of 2007, Chapter 2 and
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3, are very clear about child labour and that her Ministry has the power to
ensure that the Supreme Law is adhered to?

3. The Constitution of the Republic of Namibia, Article 20(2), is very clear.
Primary education shall be compulsory, but what the said Ministry needs
to enforce is to see the implementation of the legislation.

4. How do we take action against those who do not adhere to this
constitutional right of our children?

5. How does the Minister intend to solve this matter of this 9-year old child
whose parents were seeking help from the said Ministry?

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Questions?
Honourable Kavari.

QUESTION 25:

HON KAVARI: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on Thursday, the 5th of
March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Gender Equality and Child
Welfare the following questions:

The Global Summit is a forum where women around the world come together
annually to participate in a truly unique global gathering of influential women
and opinion leaders from Government and business to be inspired by women
from across all continents in all areas of leadership, to learn from and to share
with their peers ways to improve their business, their careers and their lives and
the lives of others.

The Ministry of Gender Equality and Child Welfare, being a partner of this global
organisation, has been invited to represent the Namibian women since 2005, to
my knowledge:
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1. Who, apart from the Minister, had been delegated to attend the summit?

2. Do these delegates report back to the Namibian women on their return?

3. The Namibian Women Summit was launched by the Minister in August
2007 and has become an annual event. What has been the Ministry’s
contribution towards the success of this local initiative?

4. Did a cross-section of women from all walks of life get invited to attend
the Global Women Summit?

QUESTION 26:

HON KAVARI: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on the 5th of March
2009, I shall ask the Honourable Deputy Prime Minister the following questions:

I wish to applaud the Deputy Prime Minister for a job well done by bringing the
Ovatue from the mountains where they used to live and implement a
rehabilitation programme. However, on the 11th of January 2009 it was reported
on the NBC Otjiherero Service that the following food hampers were distributed:
Two times 12,5 kilograms of maize meal, four tins of fish and two times 750
millilitres of cooking oil.

1. While this is a good gesture from Government, how long is this expected
to last or was this a once-off gesture?

2. What is the long term solution to the rehabilitation and resettlement of this
community?

3. What is being done to make them proud citizens who believe in their
ability to sustain themselves and to stand on their own feet? Have they
been considered for the small grant programme funding to cultivate
indigenous supplements in the Kunene Region?

4. Are there any efforts to teach them how to fish instead of giving them
fish?
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HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Questions? Any
further Notice of Questions? Any Notice of Motions? Honourable Dienda.

NOTICE OF MOTIONS

HON DIENDA: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on Tuesday, the 3rd of
March 2008, I shall Move –

That this House debates the impact of HIV/AIDS on food security for people on
ARV treatment at Government health centres and what Parliament can do to
make the required food security available to all Namibians on ARV treatment.

HON DIENDA: Honourable Speaker, I also give Notice that on Thursday, 5th

March 2009, I shall Move –

That this House debates the Grade 10 and Grade 12 results of 2008, to look at the
root causes of the problem and that this information be used by the Minister of
Education to organise a national Debate on the matter. I so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Motion? Any further
Notices of Motions? Honourable Kavari.

HON KAVARI: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. I give Notice that on
Wednesday, the 4th of March 2009, I shall Move –
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That this august House debates the current urban and commercial land prices with
a view of regulating them in order to make it affordable to all Namibians. That
the Motion be referred to the Committee on Economics and Natural Resources
for further discussion and recommendation. I so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member table the Motion? Any
further Notice of Motions? Any Ministerial Statements? Dr Kawana.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT:
SALARY INCREASE OF PUBLIC OFFICE-BEARERS

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Thank you very much,
Honourable Speaker. Honourable Speaker, I rise to make a Ministerial Statement
regarding the salary increase of Public Office-Bearers.

Much has been said, particularly in the print and electronic media, regarding the
decision of the President to increase basic salaries of Public Office-Bearers. May
I, from the outset, point out that the salary increase that is currently in effect does
not apply to the President and Founding President. At the time of implementation
some media outlets questioned the need for salary increase. Reasons such as,
inter alia, the state of the economy, the alleged secrecy surrounding the way in
which it was handled, the fact that civil servants got nothing, the timing and the
fact that public office-bearers already receive decent salaries and other benefits
were used to criticise the decision of the President.

Honourable Speaker, the fact that such issues were raised bears testimony to the
maturity of our democracy. We live in a country where our citizens freely
express their views without fear, as part of their democratic rights. We in
Government respect this position because the rights of our citizens, which include
freedom of expression, are guaranteed by the Supreme Law of our land, namely
the Namibian Constitution.
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The foregoing, notwithstanding, it is necessary for Government to clarify some
misconceptions created by some critics on the issue. We in the SWAPO Party
Government subscribe to the principle that Public Office-Bearers are there, first
and foremost, to serve the Namibian Nation. The welfare of our people is
paramount, therefore it would be against this cherished principle to pay Political
Office-Bearers market-related salaries.

Honourable Speaker, may I remind the critics that, contrary to their assertion that
Political Office-Bearers only care about their salaries and benefits and forgot
those they are supposed to serve, our SWAPO Party Government has always put
the welfare of our Nation first. The following examples will suffice to prove this
point:

In the Report of the Public Office-Bearers Remuneration and Benefits
Commission, which I tabled before this august House last year, the Commission
recommended a 5% basic salary increase, effective from 1 April 2007 as an
interim measure pending the finalisation of its report. The recommendation of
the Commission was rejected because at the time our SWAPO Party Government
decided to increase the number of orphans who qualifies for a social grant. I am
pleased to inform the Nation that to date the number stands at 102,399 orphans
who receive a social grant.

In addition, there was a need to improve the social grant of our senior citizens.
To date, 132,000 senior citizens are receiving the social grant. To this number
may be added our citizens with disabilities whose number currently stands at
20,400. The social grant of our veterans was increased from N$500 per month to
N$2,000. The initial number stood at 1,820, but some have since passed on. The
number now stands at 1,700. Recently the Veterans Board has approved a total
number of 1,937 who would soon qualify to receive a social grant. This number
is expected to increase drastically once the board has scrutinised thousands of
applications received following the registration process.

Our SWAPO Party Government decided that Grade 10 dropouts should be
afforded an opportunity to repeat or to enrol at vocational institutions. An
amount of about N$300 million was spent to implement the decision.

More than N$200 million were budgeted to address the drought and flood
situations facing our country, especially in the north and north-eastern parts of the
country.
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We have intensified the school-feeding programme in order to ensure that
learners in poor neighbourhoods do not learn on empty stomachs.

As a policy, children of Political Office-Bearers, indeed including children of
management cadre, that is personnel in the Civil Service from the Deputy
Director on, do not qualify for Government bursaries.

In addition, we increased the salaries of our Judiciary, which came into effect on
1st of April 2007 before those of Political Office-Bearers could be considered.

Honourable Speaker, we are fully aware that more needs to be done. The
challenges are many but we are determined to address the socio-economic
conditions of our people. Contrary to the assertions of secrecy, I wish to confirm
here that the whole exercise of basic salary increase for Public Office-Bearers
was done in a transparent manner. It will be recalled that in 2005 Parliament
passed a law known as the Public Office-Bearers Remuneration and Benefits Act,
2005 (Act 3 of 2005). This Act made provision for an independent Commission
which was tasked with a mandate of recommending salaries and benefits for
Public Office-Bearers to the President. This measure brought about transparency
and removed any perceived or apparent conflict of interest.

It is this Commission which is chaired by a reputable Judge of the High Court in
the name of Honourable Justice Simpson Mtambanengwe which recommended a
29% basic salary increase of certain categories of Public Office-Bearers. Instead,
the President only approved a maximum of 24% to be implemented in two
Financial Years.

It should be pointed out that the same Commission held that Public Office-
Bearers’ basic salaries, such as the President, the Prime Minister, the Deputy
Prime Minister, the Speaker of the National Assembly, the Chairperson of the
National Council and Members of Parliament are behind by 86% relating to
consumer price index. For example, the commission states on page 3 of the
report that I have just tabled:

“With inflation adjustment, Ministers should have been paid N$542,099 in 2007,
instead of the N$290,33 they were paid.”

In determining the level of basic salary increase of Public Office-Bearers, the
President exercised his powers in terms of Section 8 of the Act. Factors such as
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prevailing economic situation, financial means of the State, inflation, the role,
duties and functions and responsibilities of different categories of Public Office-
Bearers were taken into account. In order to enhance transparency, the decision
of the President was effected through a proclamation in the Gazette. In addition,
a press release was issued on 19 December 2008. The 12% for the current
Financial Year is fully budgeted for and as such there are no additional financial
implications.

Now that the Report is a public document, I invite critics to carefully study the
Report. The only information which is removed is the salary of parastatal chiefs,
which is negotiated with the boards. Otherwise the Report is intact.

Honourable Speaker, allow me to dispel allegations that our Civil Servants got a
salary increase and other benefits in order to buy votes after the Public Office-
Bearers increased theirs. This is devoid of any truth. The Government has a
Recognition Agreement with NAPWU and NANTU within the letter and spirit of
the Labour Act. The renegotiations were due and whatever was to be agreed
upon had to become effective from April this year. Indeed, I can confirm that the
Cabinet already endorsed the general principles of negotiation last year. There is
a formal Cabinet Decision in this regard following a Cabinet submission by the
Right Honourable Prime Minister, Comrade Nahas Angula.

Allow me, therefore, to congratulate the parties to the Civil Service salary
negotiations for a job well done. Special congratulations go to our Trade Union
leaders of NAPWU and NANTU and, by extension, NUNW, for their
achievement. It is an insult not only to the SWAPO Party Government, but also
to the SWAPO Party itself to suggest that we are buying votes. The SWAPO
Party is deeply rooted in the masses of our people. It articulates their aspirations.
In this regard, we do not have to buy votes to win an election in Namibia.
Indeed, the slogan of our masses for the forthcoming Presidential and National
Assembly elections is, “Decisive Defeat for the Opposition and a Resounding
Victory for the SWAPO Party.”

Given the attractiveness of this slogan, I will not be surprised if the SWAPO
Party adopts it. I thank you, Comrade Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: I thank the Special Advisor to the President for his very
important statement. Honourable Gurirab.

HON T GURIRAB: Honourable Speaker, I rise on a point of clarification on the
statement in respect of the slogan. We think it is too long, they should choose a
shorter slogan.

HON SPEAKER: That we will leave to the SWAPO Party to decide.
Honourable Kaiyamo.

HON KAIYAMO: I wonder whether it is allowed to comment. I think it must
also be put clearly that this was not only for SWAPO Party members, it is for
everybody in this House.

HON SPEAKER: Any further Ministerial Statements? The First Notice of
Motion is the one of the Honourable Minister of Safety and Security. Does the
Honourable Minister Move the Motion?

RATIFICATION: CONVENTION AGAINST
ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN NARCOTIC DRUGS

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Honourable Speaker, I
was mandated by the Honourable Minister to stand in for him, and I so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Any objection? Agreed to. The Minister has the Floor.
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HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Comrade Speaker, I was
given this written speech to read on behalf of my Senior Colleague, the
Honourable Minister of Safety and Security, Dr Nicky Iyambo and it reads as
follows:

Honourable Speaker, I rise to motivate the Ratification of the Convention Against
Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988.

Background: In 1988, the UN Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances was adopted in Vienna, Austria. Namibia is
one of the countries which has not acceded to this Convention. I am pleased to
inform the Honourable Members that Namibia, through one of her dynamic
daughters, in the person of Dr Libertine Amathila, is going to chair the high-level
segment of the 52nd Session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on 11 – 12
March 2009. This segment is expected to be attended by Ministers and high-level
representatives of States and Governments. It is against this background that
Namibia is expected to deposit the Instrument of Ratification before 11 March
2009.

Motivation: Honourable Speaker, based on past experience, Namibia is regarded
as a transit route for large consignments of hard drugs, such as cocaine, Mandrax,
Ecstasy and Methaphytamin destined for South Africa and Europe. I must,
however, point out that the Namibian Police have been very successful in
apprehending drug traffickers. Our success notwithstanding, we need assistance
and cooperation form other countries under this Convention so that we could
form a stronger force to protect Namibia from being used as a transit country or
even become a consumer of drugs.

Article 10 of the Convention deals with international cooperation and assistance
to transit States. In this regard it enables Member States to benefit from the
technical cooperation and financial assistance. It should be pointed out that the
consequence of being used as a transit route for drugs has already left its mark on
our country. Drug syndicates have established markets for their drugs with the
result that Namibia is currently not only a transit country, but also a consumer of
all kinds of illicit drugs and psychotropic substances.

Article 12 of the Convention refers to substances frequently used in the illicit
manufacturing of narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances. Most of these
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substances are chemicals used in the manufacturing of drugs which are also
known as precursor chemicals. At present these chemicals are being imported
into Namibia for industrial purposes. If effective measures are not adopted, drug
syndicates could easily divert these chemicals from legitimate channels towards
illicit manufacturing of drugs and psychotropic substances. It is, therefore, clear
that by acceding to this Convention, we would be able to properly monitor the
movement of these precursor chemicals in order to prevent such diversion to the
manufacturing of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.

Honourable Speaker, Namibia already ratified two United Nations Drug
Conventions, namely the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs and the
1971 Convention on Narcotic Substances. Therefore, the Convention before this
august House is aimed at supplementing the earlier United Nations Conventions
on drugs, which accession will add value to Namibia’s determination to join the
international community in effectively fighting drug trafficking.

In addition, the Combating of Drugs Bill is in its final stages of being drafted.
There is no doubt that its enactment, combined with the accession to this
Convention, will place us in a better position to fight drug trafficking.

As already pointed out, the urgency of acceding to this Convention cannot be
over-emphasised. Given the fact that Namibia will chair the 52nd Session of the
High Level Segment, it is only logical to accede to the Convention so that
Namibia could be in a better position to encourage those Member States which
have not done so, to follow suit.

Namibia acceded to and ratified the Convention Against Trans-National
Organised Crime, popularly referred to as the Palermo Convention. This
Convention, among other things, requires parties to the Convention to enact
domestic laws to combat gang related crimes, organised criminal activities, the
criminalisation of money-laundering, outlawing racketeering and the
establishment of law enforcement frameworks to enable the seizure, forfeiture
and confiscation of proceeds of crime. In addition, it requires a regulatory
framework to counter money-laundering activities which in some cases is
associated with human trafficking.

Criminal activities which are targeted by the Palermo Convention are frequently
associated with illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.
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Therefore, by acceding to this important Convention, Namibia will have the
necessary tools to effectively deal with drug trafficking at international level.

Honourable Speaker, I am confident that this august House will unanimously
consider and agree to accede to the Convention as a matter of urgency without the
pain of unnecessary debate. Comrade Speaker, I beg to move and I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Member for the beautiful carrying
out of the assignment by his Colleague. Any further discussion? Honourable
Gurirab.

HON T GURIRAB: Honourable Speaker, I listened to the Minister with great
interest and, obviously, the content of the Convention, copies of which are now
being distributed, is important, but in order to allow us to consider the document,
I crave your indulgence and move that the Debate be adjourned until Tuesday,
next week.

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Comrade Speaker, I am not
standing up to oppose the proposal, but I want to make my contribution now.

I am quite aware of this Convention, it is a good Convention, but my contribution
is to draw to the attention of the Minister that the laws of Namibia dealing with
these issues of drug trafficking are not tough enough. They are not really up to
the task that the Conventions are seeking us to fulfil. I am aware of the fact that
when we ratify the Conventions, by all intents and purposes we are domesticating
them, they are becoming the laws of this country, but basically the Conventions
are tailored, drafted in such a way that they are general and applicable to
everybody, but there are specificities that ought to be put in the domestic laws
that are only applicable to those individual countries.

Therefore, if we have laws that are not up to the challenge, this may attract the
drug traffickers to turn our country into a transit area, because there are loopholes
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in our legislation. There are countries that have tough drug laws, like Singapore
for example, and you cannot play with them. Therefore, I think in addition to this
good move by the Minister, he must simultaneously seriously think about
revisiting our laws dealing with this particular issue so that we can strengthen
them and they can be a good supplement to the conventions that we are ratifying
now. I appeal to the Minister to look at this and I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: On that note the House will rise for refreshments.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:10 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Nujoma.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Thank you, Comrade Speaker, I
rise to support the speedy ratification of this United Nations Convention Against
Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988.

Comrade Speaker, when the Minister was motivating, I was listening attentively
and I heard that he made references to Namibia as a country which is being used
as a transit route for these illegal substances to South Africa. There was specific
mention of South Africa and Europe and in my view, that is not correct and we
should try to rephrase that and say that Namibia is one of the countries in the
Region, because I know for a fact that there are so many people being arrested,
coming from South Africa, using Namibia as a transit as well. Therefore, we
should make that sentence very clear, because to say Namibia is a transit route for
drugs from Namibia to South Africa to Europe is not correct. It is one of the
countries being used by these illegal dealers in drugs. That is the one point.
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The second point, Comrade Speaker, is that I know for sure that among these
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances being referred to, there is the issue of
cannabis as well and cannabis has been legalised in some of the European
countries. If you are a habitual smoker of cannabis, there is a provision for you to
buy this substance. In a country like Holland, for example, it is controlled and
the time has arrived for Namibia to control this substance. We are just speedily
ratifying, yet we have our people here who use cannabis. It is a fact of life that
our people use cannabis and we should move in that direction so that we make
provision for that. I know for a fact that cannabis is less dangerous than alcohol,
for example.

HON RIRUAKO: On a Point of Order. I do not think that we have to talk about
cannabis, we have to talk about drugs. We cannot allow the use of cannabis to
take place here. If some people have friends who use cannabis, you cannot push
us in that direction.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I agree with the Chief, some
people are using it and we should not act like an ostrich with the head in the sand,
not acknowledging that we have problems and we have communities here, like
the Rasta community which is a living reality in Namibia. They are here and we
must also make provision for them. You cannot just arrest a person who has not
committed any offence just for smoking. Why are you not arresting the alcohol
abusers? According to my own observation, these are peaceful people.
(Interjection). In most cases, there might be exceptions, we are human beings,
but most of them are devoted to their music, to their religion and they do not
commit so many offences like us, the common people. We have to move towards
the realisation that we have communities who are living in this country and make
provision for them. Every time and again the police target these people and
confiscate the little things they have. (Interjections). I am raising my point.

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: I am sorry to interrupt my
Colleague, but I want to ask one question if you would allow me. Comrade
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Nujoma, you are arguing with a humanitarian heart, but really, does it make any
sense for us to accommodate anything even in the smallest possible way which is
destructive and which is outlawed in the international conventions just because
we have people who are using these things and they are making a living from
things that are wrong? Are we going to be sympathetic to all those things,
including cannabis which has been outlawed in many countries, except for those
ones you have mentioned? Is it really necessary for us to go to that level at this
point in time and what about what we are trying to achieve?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Thank you for the question, Senior
Minister. I was not referring to dealing, dealing is something else, that is a
criminal act. What I am referring to is the use. Even our ancestors used to smoke
cannabis and it has some calming and soothing effects and it has been used for
generations.

HON TJIHUIKO: Honourable Speaker, may I ask the Honourable Deputy
Minister a question, please? Honourable Deputy Minister, your point is very
clear, but I just want more clarity. Are you talking about the use of cannabis or
the use of drugs? If you are saying that these people are peaceful, they are not
over-using it, does that mean that everybody who is using drugs moderately
should be allowed?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: You must make a distinction, I am
not talking about drugs and other substances, I am specifically referring to
cannabis which has been used for generations in this country. If you do not know
the street word, it is called “dagga”. Dagga is omakaya. In Oshiwambo it is
Epangue, Ganna in Damara-Nama.

The point is that I am not against ratification of this Convention, but what I am
saying is that sometimes we do things and forget our vulnerable communities.
Why was it declared illegal in Europe? Because they have realised that there are
certain sections of their people who misuse these drugs and it must be controlled.
What I am referring to is that we must institute measures so that we can control
the use of cannabis for those communities who are in dire need of it. Thank you,
Comrade Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: I am glad that Dr Amathila wants to clarify it, so that we do
not read in the papers tomorrow that we are…(intervention).

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: Thank you very much. When you look
at Article 3 of the Convention, the first point there says: “Each party shall adopt
such measures as may be necessary to establish as criminal offences under its
domestic law.” Therefore, when we come back and create our domestic law, this
can be discussed. Right now I would plead that we ratify this Convention at least
by tomorrow, the reason being that I have to leave on Monday next week and I
am going to chair the meeting. I need to deposit at least part of the Instrument to
say the Parliament has ratified before the actual meeting. Therefore, it is very
important that we do ratify, even today if possible, but latest tomorrow.

Once we come back we will have our own domestic laws and then we will look at
our Constitution and discuss what Honourable Nujoma is trying to do now.
However, for now, please let us ratify the Convention because our President has
already signed and ratified the SADC Protocol based on this Convention, not
knowing that we have not ratified the Convention. Please, in order not to be
embarrassed, let us ratify this Convention and when we come back, we do the
domestic law. That is my plea to my Colleagues, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Bernard Esau.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY: Thank you very
much, Comrade Speaker. Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, in the
context of the plea by the Deputy Prime Minister, I would like to register my
support for the ratification of this Convention, but also highlight the fact that we
should really salute SWAPO Party for having been part of the discussions on this
Convention. It is noted on page 2 and 3 that SWAPO has done very well in
Vienna to establish the foundation for this Convention to be here and to be
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ratified by us today. Comrade Speaker, I submit that everybody should be
thankful to the SWAPO Party.

HON SPEAKER: Chief Riruako.

HON RIRUAKO: I am not here to praise only the Party, we can adopt that as
human beings. First of all, we are human beings, residents and citizens of this
country without any affiliations and we retire as humans and not as Parties. You
must bear that in mind.

Mr Speaker, it is wrong for us to say that SWAPO Party ratified it. (Intervention).

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: On a Point of Order. I do not
think that we have to bury the history just because….(Interjection).

HON RIRUAKO: I do not bury the history, you buried your own history.

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: I was in Vienna and
participated in this personally. I am not talking about people who are dead, I was
there. I was meeting that delegation, so it is SWAPO Party.

HON RIRUAKO: He buried his own history. The best thing he did was to bury
his mother and father, to create his own history. I am speaking on the
Convention.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY: May I ask the
Chief a question? Honourable Speaker, through you to the Chief, in the eighties,
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I am taking you back to history, I was born, I was there, are you aware of the fact
that SWAPO was recognised as the sole and authentic representative of the
Namibian people?

HON RIRUAKO: You said you were born, as a boy but not as a man.
(Laughter). I am speaking to the reservoir of narcotics, we are going to destroy
the narcotics whether you want it or not. We cannot wait for the ratification, it
has to go. Those who want it, go and smoke behind the scene. I know you are
defending what you do.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Nobody can
say that I am smoking cannabis. Be that as it may, may I ask whether it is
allowed in this House that the Honourable Chief can say; “you buried your
mother and your father with history”, because translated in our language Uapaka
ekuruhungi ra iho na nyoko.

HON RIRUAKO: If a man can bury his past and his origin, what can I say?
There is no word, what is that? I am sorry about that. For a good man of the
Nation like myself, may I say you will not encourage that history, you will not
reveal that past history. It is part of us, it is part of this generation here, but you
do not want to reveal it. It is yours, it is you, it is your past and present, bear that
in mind. Let us talk about narcotics.

HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: Honourable Speaker, once we start saying this is
SWAPO and SWAPO alone, we do not need to ratify it here, you can ratify it at
the headquarters of SWAPO. However we are supposed to ratify it as the
Parliament of Namibia. Honourable Tjiriange was there and we all know his
contribution, but he did not go there as the son of Tjiriange, he went there as a
Minister of this Government, as a Member of this House. (Interjections). Be that
as it may,
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Honourable Speaker, I would plead that we come back to that, because if an
Honourable Member gets up and says, “do you know that SWAPO was the sole
and authentic representative,” it was not by election, it was not through an
election of the people of Namibia. They have never chosen a Party as the sole
and authentic representative, it was not by election. You were not elected.

HON SPEAKER: Before I give the Floor to the Honourable Member, I
appreciate that it is election year and I talked about it at the opening and you have
taken the words out of my mouth. I get a sense that everybody here want the
Convention to be ratified. Let us stick to that.

HON RIRUAKO: The Speaker did well to put everything in a nutshell. Now it
is for us to declare that the ratification has already been done by some people in
the past. Now we do not need to talk about it. Those who want to keep it here to
help them to smoke behind closed doors, it is up to them, but according to our
laws we cannot endorse that. Whatever you say we are going to ratify it and
when you stand up here you must also join us in that ratification – no more, no
less. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Moongo.

HON MOONGO: Honourable Speaker, I am sympathetic to the request made
by the Honourable Deputy Prime Minister and I would only like to ask a
question. This is a product of the UN and I hope it is well-polished and not
something we can dispute, but our domestic laws are probably something
different.

I used to listen when it was said that the tablets which were given to prolong the
lives of people affected by HIV/AIDS are also drugs. If some drugs are
beneficial, why do we not also support the idea by the Honourable Deputy
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Minister that marijuana also has benefits? Why do we not just accept marijuana
as a local product? I appeal to the House to ratify the Convention. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Gurirab wanted to defer the consideration until
next week, but the Deputy Prime Minister made an appeal that if possible the
Convention could be ratified tomorrow afternoon, it would serve the Nation’s
purpose and would make her work easier. Honourable Gurirab.

HON T GURIRAB: Honourable Speaker, I have great sympathy and
appreciation for the Deputy Prime Minister’s plea and therefore, I Move to make
my contribution tomorrow afternoon.

HON SPEAKER: The consideration of the Motion stands adjourned until
tomorrow afternoon. The Second Notice of Motion is the one of the Honourable
Tjihuiko. Does the Honourable Member Move the Motion? Who seconds the
Motion? Any objection. Agreed to. Honourable Tjihuiko has the Floor.

MOTION ON UNACCEPTABLE STATE OF HOUSING
IN SHANTY AND INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS

HON TJIHUIKO: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker. Allow me to
welcome back everybody and I am looking forward to a very fruitful discussion
in this House.

Last year, Honourable Speaker, we discussed two very important Motions, one by
myself on poverty and one on economic empowerment by Honourable Juliet
Kavetuna of SWAPO. These Motions brought out astounding information about
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poverty and total lack of basic human needs, among others, housing in this
country.

The Motion that I am motivating is meant to invite and challenge the Honourable
Members of the august House to seriously look at the housing conditions in the
informal settlements in our main towns and cities around the country, places such
as Walvis Bay, Windhoek, Gobabis, Oshakati, Katima Mulilo and others.

Honourable Speaker, NDP3, Volume 1, page 88, Sub-sector Housing:

“Through the National Housing Policy the Government recognises shelter as a
fundamental human right. The objective of the policy is to create the necessary
conducive conditions for every Namibian to achieve housing provision
according to their needs, priority and affordability.” In other words, housing is
not just a need, it is a fundamental right of every Namibia. Every Namibian must
be provided with decent housing.

It is, indeed, a known fact that shelter over the heads of a family provides dignity
and hope to a family. NDP3 classifies housing as a basic need and crucial to the
realisation of Vision 2030. Without housing there will be a missing point in the
realisation of Vision 2030 and it is a basic fundamental right of our people.

His Excellency, the Founding President, 18 years ago put up a fully-fledge
Ministry to address the problem, but the most noteworthy thing the Ministry has
done so far was to build up a housing backlog of 80,000 houses, which
consequently led to the illegal settlements all over the country. It is man-made
structure. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: On a Point of Order, Honourable
Speaker. We must learn to tell the things the way they are. At Independence the
Government of the Republic of Namibia made housing one of the four priorities.
We came up with handing over old houses of Katutura which belonged to the
Municipality to over 4,000 people. We established the Build-Together
Programme and that programme is the continuation of that policy of housing
people. You cannot build thousands of houses per year. Every time there is a
child who becomes 18 years old and moves out of the parents’ house. Therefore,
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that story that Government did nothing is a terrible thing to say, you must
withdraw that. The Government is still busy, the National Housing Enterprise
has been established, the housing project is ongoing, we have social housing for
the old people and I think you must withdraw this motivation or else I will object.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Tjihuiko, the idea that the Government is doing
nothing is probably farfetched.

HON TJIHUIKO: No, I did not say that, let me read again. His Excellency,
the Founding President, 18 years ago set up a fully-fledged Ministry to address
this problem, but the most notable thing the Ministry has done so far was to build
up a housing backlog of 80,000. That is true, we have a backlog of 80,000
houses. It is not my statistics, so I will not withdraw that, it is a statement. They
will have an opportunity to prove me wrong, let me finish. That is a fact!
(Interjections).

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: You are saying what the Ministry does
is just to establish a backlog. We reduced the backlog, but as I said, as we were
building, new people were coming in and the programme is still going on. There
was a big backlog, people were living on the gravesites, they did not have houses
when we arrived here at Independence. We gave people housing and we are
continuing with the programme. To say that the only thing we did was to
establish a backlog, that is a lie and you must withdraw that.

HON TJIHUIKO: Thank you very much, I understand. Honourable Speaker,
as a lawmaker I will under no circumstances support illegal activities, but the way
and the manner in which the SWAPO-led Windhoek and Oshakati Municipality
Councillors destroyed the living shacks on a Christmas eve, leaving women and
children and poor masses homeless at a time when the family needs to come
together to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ our Lord, was inhuman and totally
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unacceptable, because the condition was not created by them and it was wrong
for a black Town Councillors to go out and throw out these black people on the
streets. That was totally unacceptable.

The poor have been denied their rights to basic services, electricity, toilets and
sanitation. (Interjections). Honourable Speaker, we have ample time to make a
contribution, let me finish my motivation and they will have their time.

HON SPEAKER: One speaker at a time. Honourable Tjihuiko is that speaker.

HON TJIHUIKO: The poor have been denied their rights to basic services,
such as electricity, toilets and sanitation. In Mariental at the Ombili informal
settlement, for instance, two communal taps provide water to hundreds of
residents.

Honourable Speaker, I personally believe that the main reason why we are facing
this unbecoming situation in most, if not all, the shanty towns in our country is
simply because of lack of political will by the elected Councillors and their
Political Party supervisors, in this case the Minister of Regional and Local
Government, Housing and Rural Development and SWAPO.

Honourable Speaker, some of us who were fortunate enough to have witnessed
the inhuman disrespectful, careless manner in which the racist, Fascist, apartheid
South African Regime went about to forcefully bulldoze our houses at the Old
Location, were totally shocked to see what the elected Windhoek and Oshakati
City Councillors were doing to our people, especially on Christmas Eve.

The Government policy on provision of shelter clearly states that: “It is the
responsibility of a head of a household, while the Government is expected to
provide support to the family, to achieve this noble objective. The Government
goal, through NDP2 – which has passed, we are now in the NDP3 – was to
enable 70% support by 2010.” It is also stated that the structure would facilitate
access to adequate shelter for 62% of the low-income population by 2006.
Nothing has happened. The National Habitat Committee and the National



66

25 February 2009 MOTION ON UNACCEPTABLE STATE OF
HOUSING IN CITIES AND TOWNS

HON RIRUAKO

Housing Enterprise was expected to finance 2,622 with a target of 7,937 houses
by 2002. That has passed. The National Habitat Committee was fully
represented in all 13 Regions, a co-operative agreement was sign with the
Association of Regional Councils and the Association of Local Authorities in
Namibia by 2004. By 2004 the Housing Research and Development Centre was
inaugurated to research on appropriate local building materials, but by 2008, the
housing backlog has reached the point of 80,000. What a shame!

What we are now seeing on the ground, Honourable Speaker, 2009 is the
mushrooming of informal and illegal settlements in all major towns and cities of
our country. The failure of Government to deliver on their promises is
unacceptable and it needs to be exposed by all of us sitting in this august House
as the trusted and elected representatives of our people.

Honourable Speaker, before I conclude, allow me to use a minute of your time to
call on all Honourable Members in this august House not to engage in
unnecessary long Debates to try and score cheap political points, but to treat this
Motion in a professional manner, to give this Motion professional and mature
thoughts and approach and to approve this Motion without delay. Thank you
very much and I so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Chief Riruako.

HON RIRUAKO: I may say that we have a problem and it is an individual
Party problem, it cannot be taken as such, it has to be a national problem and for
that matter, we have to come together and find ways and means how it should be
done, where we are supposed to start. We have no influx control, everybody
comes to town and we have what you call decentralisation. We are supposed to
take the Government to the people, the economy to the people. They run after
that, they want a good life, we created this crisis. What about the people in the
north, in the south, wherever they are? They are part of us and this is the way it is
and for that matter, we are supposed to face the problem the way it is. It is not
just for Tjihuiko or for an individual, we have to join one another in this kind of
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action. That is the name of the game. For that matter, we cannot argue about
this, this is a matter for action, it is a matter of urgency.

I have been travelling all around to all those settlements and I saw how they are
suffering – no water, nothing and they are part of us. We have been punished by
the coloniser, we have seen it, we have lived the way they are living today. It is
now our time to take care of them in a proper way. This is a Government of the
people, for the people, not a Government of the people, for ourselves.
(Interjections). You are the one to say it is nonsense, but let all of us face it, let
us listen to those people wherever they are. We have water in the North, we
wasted that water, we must also organise that water to go all over the country.

Whatever happened in this country, happened to you, whether you want it or not
and we cannot have water come upon the people every day when there are floods
in the North. We must develop something tangible to rescue that water situation
in the North. We have the water in Mariental, we have a lot of things going on
there, but we do not think about it. For what reason I do not know.

The Ministry is there to do what? You are there to see what is happening. Here
and now is the time for us to join one another and to face the problem the way it
is.

The water in the North is the second priority. Whether or not you want, it is our
problem and we cannot see that water all the time. Whenever there is rain there,
there is a flood. We have the know-how, we have the money, that money must
rescue us. We cannot just have money in the bank, for what purpose?

We must learn how to develop our towns, we have to copy from other people
who had that kind of problem and are ahead of us and implement those kinds of
reactions. We cannot keep on talking and talking, this has been happening for
eighteen years. There is water throughout Ovambo, all over. I cannot see the
reason why you do not develop dams or channels to channel the water here. We
have to come to a conclusion, this matter is urgent. It was your job but you did
not do the job. If I were you, I would hide myself. (Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: On a Point of Order.
Now that the Honourable Chief has finally been given a coronation as undisputed
leader of the Herero’s and his jurisdiction is a huge land stretching all the way
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from the borders of Rehoboth to the borders of Kavango and Oshikoto and that
his brotheren in the Caprivi, Oshikoto, Ohangwena and Oshana are flooded, has
the Honourable Chief discussed with his Councillors the possibility of
humanitarian assistance to resettle the frequently flooded citizens of Namibia in
his jurisdiction?

HON RIRUAKO: I am sorry to say that your mind works on the level of
politics, not on the human level. You had the opportunity to develop that water to
be brought here and for me to have a chance to say that those who are really
suffering there have to go there. You did not do anything. (Interjection).

HON MEMBER: What about the question?

HON RIRUAKO: The question is not answerable. I said you could have
developed water infrastructure and then I could have said, okay this is what we
have. Now you are there, empty-handed as usual. With all the money you had,
you could not create it. That is you. (Intervention)

HON MOONGO: I would like to ask the Chief a tiny question. I can recall
that in the beginning he said, let us not blame SWAPO. What is the difference
between Minister Helmut and SWAPO? You are now blaming Minister Helmut
and you do not want to blame SWAPO. SWAPO is the Government.

HON RIRUAKO: Honourable Helmut said to me that he can take N$21
million to Ombalantu because there are not many people in Aminuis. That was
him, not SWAPO. I cannot blame SWAPO for that. SWAPO consists of people
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and there are individual actions and this goes to him. That is the way it is.
(Interjections).

HON BASSON: Comrade Speaker, may I ask my Chief a question? I am
very confused now. Is it a Motion about water or about housing? I am confused.

HON RIRUAKO: You are supposed to be confused because this water is
flooding Mariental and you are coming from there.

What happened here is that the Minister could not come up with what is supposed
to be done. I am not here to tell you what should happen. A house without water
is no house and you are supposed to take care of the water in order that the people
have proper housing. In Acacia the water is running through the houses. What is
that? It also happened in Mariental. We have to come up with something, we
cannot keep on talking.

Let us close this meeting and say we come together and start now where we have
to start. This is a national issue we are supposed to tackle. We cannot keep on
complaining like little children, let us start now. That is my plea to you. I thank
you.

HON RIRUAKO: I thank the Chief. Honourable Deputy Minister Iilonga.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Thank you, Comrade Speaker. I did not have the intention to participate in this
Motion, but the Mover, Honourable Tjihuiko, did not discuss the problem of
housing but insulted SWAPO and its leaders; members and the entire Namibian
Nation. (Intervention)
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HON RIRUAKO: On a Point of Order. Honourable Speaker, we are not here
to go back, we are going forward. Forward ever, backwards never. If you want
to go backwards, think about what is there. We have to say this is the way it is
supposed to be done, we cannot keep on saying we are not going to accept this
and the people are suffering out there.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Comrade Speaker, on the 18th of this month there was a consultative meeting of
our Minister of Trade and Industry, our first Prime Minister and the Vice-
President of SWAPO Party with the Namibian stakeholders.

HON TJIHUIKO: I do not want what the Honourable Deputy Minister said to
be recorded that way, because it was not true and that is what I wanted to correct,
with your permission, Honourable Speaker. For the Deputy Minister to say that I
have insulted SWAPO Party, I have insulted the Namibian people, unless he is
going to clearly state where I have insulted the Nation and the Party as such, then
I think he should withdraw that. If he has nothing to say, it is his right not to say
anything, but now to create an impression that is not there, that is wrong.

HON SPEAKER: Yes, what you have said clarifies your position as you see it.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Comrade Speaker, I am clear on what I am saying. The Mover started by
condemning the Swapo Party Government therefore the Deputy Prime Minister
intervened.

It is not tradition to intervene when somebody is motivating, but it is because the
Honourable Member became controversial. Therefore, I want to remind you that
on the 18th of February 2009 your Chief was there – the SWAPO Party
Government addressed the issue of the international economic crisis and it was
suggested that the remedy for building
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the economy of the country is even to concentrate on infrastructure and the
housing issue was part of it.

Therefore, Comrade Speaker, I join the Honourable Deputy Prime Minister on the
rejection of this Motion with the contempt it deserves. I so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Kazenambo.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Thank you,
Honourable Speaker. This being election year, we already knew some
Honourable Members would be controversial. That notwithstanding, Honourable
Speaker, the issue of housing in Namibia, as the Deputy Prime Minister rightly
mentioned, has been prioritised by the SWAPO Party Government.
(Intervention)

HON MOONGO: Is it really fair to try to silence a Member when speaking
about the problem of housing in Namibia while we have poor people squatting in
all towns? Is that really fair? Why do you not want this Debate to continue? I
really wonder who you are acting for.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Honourable
Moongo, it is unfair…(Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Comrade Speaker, may I ask a small
question? Talking about squatters, Comrade Kazenambo, can you tell this House
what is Harlem and where that place is? Do you know where it is?
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Yes,
Honourable Speaker, if I answer Honourable Moongo, Harlem is deep in the
United States in the City of New York. It is there.

On the question of unfairness and fairness, it is unfair to silence any speaker and
as I am standing here, I do not have any power to silence anybody, not in the
presence of our capable Speaker and Deputy Speaker. I do not have that power.
However, be that as it may, certain realities and the truth may silence those who
are preaching doom. Facts and reality may silence those who are preaching
doom. (Intervention)

HON RIRUAKO: May I put a question to Honourable Kazenambo? Harlem is
in New York, we all come from New York, but as we are talking today, the
President of the United States is a black man out of Harlem.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Housing has
been prioritised by the Namibian Government…(Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE: On a Point of Order, Honourable Speaker. Is it allowed in the year
2009, an election year, for somebody who travels to Opuwo all the time, passing
Kamanjab, to a big gathering and there are many houses at Ozongumo za tjitoma.
Please, we reject the Motion.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Agenda 21
of the United Nations…(Intervention)
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HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: May I ask Honourable Kazenambo a
question? Could you make use of this opportunity to explain to this House and
the people out there that Harlem is not a squatter camp, Harlem is a ghetto.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Under
Agenda 21 of the United Nations on Sustainable Development, housing is placed
as one of those priorities and the Namibian Government right from the attainment
of Independence came with practical actions on the ground and prioritised and
placed high on the agenda the plight of the people of Namibia and the need for
housing, because shelter is coupled with a clean environment and other aspects
which makes a human being live in dignity. It has been placed high on the
agenda and they did it in many forms, by addressing the situation of resettlement.

In places like Windhoek, not confining myself to the physical geographical
centres, the policies and laws of Namibia have done away with the previous
situation in this country where even certain members of our community could not
approach a bank to buy a house in their name. We have done away with that.
Today in this country, 18 years into Independence – facts and not fantasy –
people who could not have dreamt of living in certain areas of urban centres can
now live anywhere in this country. Honourable Tjihuiko is living in Ludwigsdorf
with a sign on his gate that there is a dog and that is the reality and the policies
and the laws of this country.

HON RIRUAKO: On a Point of Order. We do not live in fantasy, I can
challenge you that Tjihuiko will never live in Ludwigsdorf. He cannot afford it
or even you. I do not blame you, but I blame you when you say you live there
while you do not leave there. What is that, whom do you want to please?
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: I think it
will be highly appreciated when we are making contributions and coming up with
Motions to address issues as they are and discuss and highlight them in a truthful
manner. It will help us a lot in policy formulation, in policy implementation and
policy evaluation and as to how effective they are in helping our people.
However, to try and raise a critical issue such as housing and then simplifying it
by jokes and politicking, is sad that our policy-makers could come up with those
tactics on an issue that affect people, an issue such as housing.

The Government of the Republic of Namibia has come up with public policy
instruments that have been designed to address the plight of the Namibian people.
The Ministry of Regional and Local Government, Housing and Rural
Development is implementing public policies designed by the Government,
aimed at addressing the plight of the Namibian people on the issue of housing.
We have the Build-Together Programme that is addressing the plight of housing
in different areas of this country.

Other than the Build-Together Programme, we are also working together with
non-governmental organisation in different programmes to address the plight of
those Namibians in need of housing, but who do not qualify for the Build-
Together Programme. Here in this august House we have been budgeting
millions which have been passed on to NGOs which have motivated the
Namibian people successfully and which do not joke like some of the politicians
are joking here, but people who are at the frontline of addressing poverty, such as
the Hangana, the Shack Dwellers Corporation of Namibia. We are working
together to address the plight of housing in this country at places such as
Otjomuise, Rocky Crest and it goes on and on in all towns of this country. These
were not there before Independence and they are now there because there are
programmes designed to meet the needs of people in different categories.

HON RIRUAKO: You said the Minister of Trade and Industry is organising a
meeting to deal with this. I have already assigned Tjihuiko to go to his office and
sit together with other people and come up with a proposal here. Why are we
accusing one another for nothing? I assigned Tjihuiko, this is his statement and it
had nothing to do with politics, but the meeting was supposed to take place under
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the Minister of Trade and Industry. He is assigned to go there and sit down with
the SWAPO members or anyone else who belong to this country. I did that. The
man who came here with his statement has already been assigned to see the
Minister of Trade and Industry at the meeting.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Different
programmes have been designed…(Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: May I ask my young Brother a
small question? Honourable Kazenambo, I agree with you that Government has
made housing one of the priorities among priorities and it is true what you have
mentioned that Government has put in place initiatives, policies and programmes
and has enacted legislation, has made provision for credit to those who want to
acquire houses. However, housing in general is a challenge. We must accept that
it is a challenge. It is not only in Namibia, but the world over. We have
mentioned Harlem, we had floods in Miami, go everywhere in the world, this is a
big challenge and we must really acknowledge and accept that Government has
done a lot in terms of the provision of housing. Government has done a lot. Of
course, there are shortcomings, but Comrade Tjihuiko, when we make comments
in this House, we must acknowledge the initiatives. Even the shack dwellers
themselves and others have taken the initiative to apply for housing loans from
Government and it is an ongoing challenge. We must accept that Government
has done its best, but we must also come up with some solutions as to how we
can solve this problem.

The question to Comrade Kazenambo is that we really appreciate the efforts of
Government, of Local Authorities and municipalities and when you look at
Moses Katjiuongua’s little houses, which they constructed before Independence
at Hakahana, that is where Windhoek ended. Today Comrade Kazenambo
mentioned that we have gone to Otjomuise and Rocky Crest. The question is,
Comrade Kazenambo, we must accept that this is a challenge and Government is
committed to that challenge. Let us not come up with cheap politicking in this
House.



76

25 February 2009 MOTION ON UNACCEPTABLE STATE OF
HOUSING IN CITIES AND TOWNS

HON KAZENAMBO

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: I agree with
you, Honourable Nujoma, housing is a great challenge and it is really appreciated
… (Interjection). If I can be promoted, I think that maybe you want to be
promoted to become the President of NUDO. Anyway, it is a challenge and I was
saying that I appreciate the role of all Councillors, irrespective of which Political
Party. Even if you go on the ground, even CoD elected Councillors in townships,
even NUDO, SWAPO and DTA Councillors are there. When you go to the
Build-Together Programmes, they are there in the field and it is really shameful
for us who are at the national level to distort issues while the people on the
ground are working together to address the plight of our people.

HON MOONGO: May I ask the Deputy Minister a tiny question? Is it really
fair to blame those who are not members of this House, such as the Municipal
Councils, while you are aware that the Central Government does not want to give
money to those new towns. You know about it, talk straight, man!

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Honourable
Moongo, I agree with you, this is what I am saying, that it is not fair to blame the
Local Councillors. I agree with you, but maybe you misunderstood me. I was
saying that is unfair on the part of the Honourable Member to come and parade
his power and privileges in this House and blame Local Councillors who are
working together, irrespective of their Parties. It sounds like Judas Iscariot who
denied Jesus at the eleventh hour. No, Councillors are working together in
municipalities and in the City of Windhoek it is for all the people.

HON SPEAKER: May I draw the attention of some of the Honourable
Members to Rule 108.
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HON MOONGO: On a Point of Order. I listened attentively to the Honourable
Deputy Minister, but I was disturbed by the words, “Judas Iscariot.” When he
mentioned Colleagues who are working in the Municipality he called them Judas
Iscariot. It is one Government and you call others Judas Iscariot.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Honourable
Moongo, I withdraw the words “Judas Iscariot”, but I was not referring to the
Honourable Councillors, I was saying that Honourable Tjihuiko is acting in that
fashion, that when there is a problem at the eleventh hour, he is disowning his
Councillors at the local level.

HON TJIHUIKO: Could the Honourable Deputy Minister withdraw the words
“Judas Iscariot” unconditionally? He must withdraw it.

HON SPEAKER: If you called the Honourable Member “Judas Iscariot”, we
have it on record.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Honourable
Speaker, I have withdrawn that already and I was saying that I was using it as an
example. I do not know if there is a proper English word, but for the lack of it, I
was saying that housing is a challenge and some representatives of certain
Political Parties who are also represented at the various levels of Government
should not try to disown the process when it is becoming heated. There is no
chance for “where others have wavered” here. In the process of national
development there is no wavering.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: On a Point of Order, may I ask Honourable Kazenambo a
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question? Honourable Kazenambo, Honourable Chief Riruako just revealed that
after the consultations with the Honourable Minister of Trade and Industry he
assigned Honourable Tjihuiko to go and consult in connection with the economy
of the country. Is this now part of the consultations that the Honourable Member
is making?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: I think it is a
beginning, Honourable Chief Riruako did it in good faith and his Representative
did it the other way around. I think the Honourable Chief need to take some
disciplinary measures, and serious ones against the Member… (intervention).

HON RIRUAKO: We cannot joke, let us go to the nitty-gritty of the issue. Let
us forget about what you are saying here, face the problem where it is. We have
already come together to find ways and means how to meet one another and
resolve the matter, but take these things out.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: I will
conclude with two observations. In what we call appreciative enquiry, they say
your language creates your reality. Your language creates your reality and
therefore, our language will not be of denial and our language should also not try
to ridicule one another by selecting the real issues that affect those who are not in
the privileged positions in which we find ourselves, in order to use them as sticks
to beat one another. This type of politics has been used in African politics to try
to use people’s emotions in order to gain votes.

The issue of housing is a very, very serious challenges, as Comrade Nujoma has
said, and the Government has a programme in place to address this problem and
the situation of housing is also coupled to other factors such as migration. People
are not migrating to the urban areas for the sake of it, there are also other
economic factors that drive them into cities. We also have a programme and duty
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to develop. Those will be the very same people who will say that Okakarara is
not being modernised as compared to Ongwediva. However, Oshikango is not
receiving the same development as opposed to Gobabis. Development is a
process all over the world and unfortunately it comes at a cost. Some pills are
bitter, but if you want to remedy the disease, you have to swallow them and
unfortunately, in the process of pursuing development, some of the developments
will occur in a very uncomfortable manner. However, I am not condoning
corruption, as it has been reported in certain areas, the SWAPO Government does
not approve of it and it is not the policy of this Government to have informal
settlements, but as much as we do not have policies on informal resettlements, the
reality is that people have to be housed and people have to be housed in different
phases and in different conditions. I rest my case.

HON SPEAKER: Dr Tjiriange.

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Thank you, Comrade Speaker.
I am very much in a dilemma. When I read this Motion when it was tabled here,
I was ready to say a few things about it. Little did I know that the Motion has
actually been tabled as a political football. Now to participate is where my
dilemma is. To participate and discuss this Motion, it may appear that I am
giving credibility to what has been said this morning and the dilemma is that this
is a real problem, but the person who brought it has destroyed it before it has been
debated and I will not debate this Motion because I will give credibility to what
he has said this morning. This is where my dilemma is.

HON RIRUAKO: Even though he destroyed it, it does not solve anything. The
poverty and suffering will continue. That is going to give you more disgrace.

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: I am not going to run away
from what I am saying. If somebody else brings it tomorrow in the same fashion
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and with a sober mind, talking sense, we shall debate it, but not the way it was
introduced today because we are not going to deal with it as a political football
here. No, we must be serious.

Very disturbing things have been said here by the Motivator of this Motion. For
example, how do you compare, politically speaking, the removal of the people
from Old Location with what is happening to this resettlement, as if we are
removing people in that fashion? I grew up in the Old Location and I was there
and Nora was also there and I do not know who else.

HON RIRUAKO: I was there!

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Yes, you were there, I
remember when you were questioning me on the SWAPO list with my father.

Though we were brought there by the Boers through their policy of apartheid, we
were living there. The same people who brought us there were now bulldozing us
to take us to another place to create space for their people and we resisted. Here
is another situation where people come and settle in a place where they are not
supposed to be settling and it is a different story. Now it is being said that we are
behaving like those ones who took the people from the Old Location or
something like that. I mean, that is not acceptable.

What is being said here is that all these things that are happening, the poverty, the
deplorable and unacceptable state of affairs here is because of the failure of the
State to deliver on its promises. That is what he said. How do you motivate your
Motion in such a way and then think that we have to debate it? I really support
the Deputy Prime Minister that as much as we have sympathy, the way that it was
debated would make us not to debate this Motion and I personally will not debate
it although I have a lot of facts about it. If somebody else amongst you brings it,
including the backbenchers, we shall debate it, but not in the way that it has been
motivated. We shall not debate it and because of that we shall vote it down.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you, Honourable Minister. Honourable Moongo.

HON MOONGO: May I adjourn the Motion until next week, Wednesday,
because as everybody knows, my leader wanted to introduce a Motion of that
type and because of this Motion, he withdrew it. I appeal to the House that this
Motion be adjourned until next week so that we discuss it with sober minds.

HON SPEAKER: Any further discussion?

HON RIRUAKO: What I am saying here is not directed to any individuals, I
am talking to the people on the other side. Things did not go in the right direction
and we are supposed to talk. This is the House of talking. Let us talk. We
cannot go wrong with talking, we either have to adjourn… (Interjections).

HON MOONGO: Housing is a problem everywhere, what are you fearing?

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Moongo proposed that the Motion stands
adjourned until next week Wednesday. Is there any objection? (Objection). It is
for the House to decide, but why do you not allow Honourable Moongo to
adjourn the Motion until next week and then do whatever you want to do at that
stage? The line of reasoning that Dr Tjiriange advanced is credible enough, but I
thought it is good to do things with sober minds to justify what you are doing.
Honourable Deputy Prime Minister.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: Thank you very much, Honourable
Speaker. Honourable Moongo is concerned about the fact that Honourable Kaura
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wanted to introduce the same type of Motion. We are not going to accept this
Motion, but Kaura can come and introduce his Motion, but this one we cannot
accept. Because of the connotation of this Motion and how it started, we reject
this Motion.

HON SPEAKER: We will just respect the procedures. The Motion was
formally introduced and at the end of the discussion the Floor would revert to the
Mover of the Motion. It is after that, that whatever decision is taken is taken.
The Motion stands adjourned until next week, Wednesday. Deputy Prime
Minister, you have two minutes to adjourn the House.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: I Move that the House stands adjourned
until tomorrow, 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:50 UNTIL 2009.02.26 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER: took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Reports or Standing or Select Committees?
Other Reports and Papers?

TABLING: REPORTS OF AUDITOR-GENERAL

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: I lay upon the Table, on behalf of the
Minister of Finance, Reports of the Auditor-General on the accounts of the
following:

1. National Monuments Council for the Financial Year ended 31 March 2002
and 2003;

2. Financial Reports of Village Council of Aranos for the Financial Years ended
30 June 2002, 2003 and 2004;

3. Village Council of Aranos for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2005 and
2006;

4. Village Council of Kalkrand for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2002;

5. Village Council of Kalkrand for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2007; and

6. Regional Council of Ohangwena Region for the Financial Years ended 31
March 2003, 2004 and 2005.
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HON SPEAKER: Will the Deputy Prime Minister table the Reports? Any
further Reports and Papers? Any Notice of Questions? Honourable Dienda.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 27:

HON DIENDA: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on Thursday, the 5th

of March, I shall ask the Minister of Health and Social Services the following:

We have noticed also complaints about nurses homes in Windhoek. Nursing
students are complaining that they cannot be accommodated in these facilities
which were built as accommodation for nursing staff. Can the Minister please
explain the following:

1. Is the term “nurses home” that is used only meant to accommodate nursing
staff or does it include administrative staff from any other Ministry?

2. Student nurses coming from areas outside Windhoek for training and also
those who are from the Windhoek area, do not have decent accommodation,
how are they being accommodated?

3. What is the rent that the people who live there pay?

4. Is it true that these facilities are meant to house trainee nurses only?

5. If the answer is in the affirmative, how long can they stay after graduation?

6. If not, why do they, including others, still remain staying in the homes instead
of buying houses? What do they do with their housing allowances?

7. What measures does the Minister have in place to ensure that sub-letting of
these facilities does not happen?
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HON SPEAKER: Any further Notice of Questions? Any Notice of Motions?
Any Ministerial Statements? The First Notice of Motion is the one of
Honourable Dr Ankama. Does the Honourable Member Move the Motion?
Seconded? Objection? Agreed to. You have the Floor.

MOTION ON UNEMPLOYED NAMIBIANS
WITH PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

HON DR ANKAMA: Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker.
Comrade Speaker, I regard this Motion as an extraordinary important one, not
just for me perhaps but for other Namibians as well. This is not the first time that
I move this Motion in the House. It first lapsed during 2008 when Parliament
went into recess and was then reintroduced during the last term of last year that
ended without reaching its intended goal, the goal of finding a lasting directive to
solve the unemployment situation in Namibia.

Comrade Speaker, I am here again, standing to reintroduce the Motion on
unemployed Namibians with or without professional qualifications accompanied
by some Amendments.

This Motion seeks to discuss, assess and ascertain the seriousness of unemployed
Namibians with professional training and qualifications obtained from recognised
educational institutions here in Namibia or abroad.

Secondly, the Motion should equally include in our discussion the general
unemployment of all able-bodied people in Namibia in view of Government’s
initiated projects, such as the Green Scheme, Agricultural Colleges in the country
and vocational training institutions, as a matter of example.

Thirdly, this Motion should further challenge the Government and private sector
partnership to open up in the provision of relevant skills and creation of job
opportunities for the unemployed Namibians.

Correspondingly, this Motion urges that unemployment be critically investigated
in relation to our national investment policies and further discusses the
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unemployability of all the abovementioned people for recommendations and
appropriate action in favour of their predicament.

Comrade Speaker, we all know or we see many Namibian graduates from the
University of Namibia, Polytechnic, Vocational Training Institutions, Colleges of
Education and some with foreign qualifications roaming the streets or villages.
Individually as they are, they talk about their disappointment and frustrations
with regard to institutions where they obtained qualifications. They also talk
about a corrupt recruiting system in both the public and Private Sector, that
people with no professional qualifications, for instance with Grade 10 or 12, are
being preferred for professional job opportunities above trained candidates. This
may be the reason why some divisions or departments and offices both in public
and private sector do not perform to the expectations of their clients.

Further, Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, when we come to work every
day, we see many able-bodied Namibians sitting at traffic lights or along the
street pavements in the hope for someone to pick them up for a casual once-off
job for a day, if lucky. Many of these are very young Namibians whose energy
could be maximally utilised for the good of this country.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, we are all witnesses to the stagnating
situation of unemployed Namibians with or without qualifications. Many, if not
all, of these people are very young, full of zest and thus able to do some good
work. However, the questions are:

Why and how come do we keep on training people for fun while Namibia is in
dire need of skilled people? Why can we not create incubation centres or units
within the sectors of agriculture, for example, forestry, construction or fishing
industry, for us to produce? This could help equip the unemployed Namibians
with practical skills. Such incubation centres can collaborate in terms of
academic theory with our national institutions of education and training for a joint
certification of the in-service trainees.

After graduation, those who wish can then be organised in cooperative companies
with start-up facilities and grow themselves both socially and economically into
the world of authenticity. Others who may want to go their own way by
establishing own companies or sell themselves to work abroad because of their
skills and thereby bringing money into Namibia.
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The system of incubation centres or units will also help the country in general to
unlock competition of productivity and trade, thus stimulating fast economic
growth.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, I am hundred-and-one percent
convinced that the establishment of a centralised research centre in the country
with a decentralised databank to readily facilitate access of data for private and
collective research and planning is essential. I know we have a number of
research units in various institutions around the country, such as in Ministries,
institutions of education and those in private, but do you know how difficult it is
to access data from many of these institutions? This is one of the many reasons
why we fall short in planning to determine, for example, the number of
classrooms needed for the first graders at the beginning of every year and space
for learners at Grade 10. We fail to determine how many Maths or Science
teachers we will need in five years’ time or the quota for electrical engineers we
shall need in ten years’ time. In other words, planning is only possible where
data is available.

Having a one-stop research centre in the country does not mean that we should do
away with the existing ones. It simply translates in improving our efficiency and
planning, budgeting and service delivery. With an ICT Act soon in place,
Ministries, entities and individual citizens may be able to access data online when
they so want for own purposes.

In simple terms, this will help individual students or anybody who so wishes to
do appropriate research, planning, advising, setting up project goals, reviewing
successes of programmes, prioritising student careers, etcetera.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, to address the situation of
unemployment and better placement of our professional cadres where they can
perform with vigour, we need to plan better and to do so, we need to be guided by
empirical data, data that correlate, continuously updated and data that are ever
accessible when needed. This is a necessary foundation for us to meet our
national development agenda.

Having this in place, we will have no risk of having both semi and professional
training human resources roaming our streets. In addition, we will be in a better
position as a country to tackle the overall unemployment situation countrywide.
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In my conclusion I appeal that this Motion be discussed with the zest it deserves
to lead to a desirable resolution. Further, it is my appeal that finally this Motion
be referred to an appropriate Committee for research, public input and proper
recommendations. I so Move, Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Member. Any further discussion?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Thank you
very much, Honourable Speaker. I join my Comrade Ankama in supporting this
Motion. Like he said, it is an extraordinary important Motion and my reflection
on it is that the question of unemployment is a very serious one. Perhaps there
are a few economists around the world that have reached full employment. Some
of those that have reached full employment have already slided from having full
employment due to many other economic factors.

Of course, one should comment on that any confusion that our economic
fundamentals are good, our economic fundamentals, our macro-economic and
micro-economic policies are sound. Although they may have hiccups and grey
areas here and there, they are very important.

However, I know the issue of unemployment has been discussed at various
platforms and unemployment is witnessed everywhere. You see people in the
street, people who are being retrenched and the list goes on. I must say that the
positive is perhaps that there is an equilibrium, but that one I will leave to the
economists to argue, but as a layman with basic economic understanding I will
argue that, inasmuch as we may continue to blame one another, as much as we
may wish to defend the indefensible or criticise wildly and blindly, perhaps one
basic thing which we need to acknowledge or which we want to look at seriously
is what type of economy we are managing and what type of economy are we
building.

Of course, I know that within our laws and policies we are saying that we are
promoting a mixed economy. Have we ever sat down to decide and reflect on
what is a mixed economy and in this economic framework or concept that we are
saying we are a mixed economy, what are the roles which the Government has to
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play and what is the role of the private sector? If the roles are clearly defined,
what are the boundaries, what are the limitations, what is expected from each of
the players, either the private sector or the Government?

By this I mean that in any economic set-up the rules of the game have to be
spelled out and if you are saying that we are developing a mixed economy, what
is the role of the Government and what is the role of the private sector and how
do you manage and regulate the private sector?

There are several economic models. You can talk about a mixed economy, you
can talk about a full capitalist economy, you can talk about a free enterprise
economic set-up and we said that ours is a mixed economy. Within the concept
of a mixed economy of which we can address the issue of employment, as the
Comrade has said that, amongst other things, to address the challenges, we may
come up with a research centre. I will agree with that, but it can be one of the
tools which we can use in order to manage our economy, but we ought to
understand and put certain things right in addressing and in growing our
economic process. If we are saying that we have a mixed economy, the definition
of a mixed economy means that the Government also participates in the economic
activities in certain sectors. If Government does not sell kapana, at least it must
regulate and monitor kapana, otherwise it is a laissez-faire economy, a non-
interference economy.

My contribution in addressing unemployment, amongst others that we have
considered, is that it will remain talk if we are not positioning ourselves to expand
the sectors of this economy. I am not necessarily appealing for nationalisation,
but I am seriously saying that my premise is that we look at those sectors in the
domain of the private sector that are not performing or those run by parastatals on
behalf of the Government or where international players are entering the market.
We ought to identify them and understand them.

Of course, I appreciate that we have many councils in this country, the
Presidential Economic Council – and it is not my duty to criticise them, they were
not created by me – but we ought to know what is coming out of these economic
councils, what are their contributions, what are their recommendations in the
economic sector.

I am saying that if we are going to expand and pump money, for example, into
the airline industry, we should look at it critically, that how many jobs have we
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created in the airline industry in Namibia? How many jobs have we created in
the past five years in the fishery sector, which is the mainstay of the economic
activities, which sector can generate jobs? This economy is a transitional
economy. We have sovereignty, we are an independent country, we are equal to
America in terms of sovereignty, but the fact is that we are a transitional economy
and we have to benchmark with economies that at one stage were transitional
economies, economies like Singapore, economies like Taiwan, economies like
those of Indonesia. What are the fundamentals, what tools did they use in order
to be where they are? What tools did they use to arrive where they are?

For me agriculture is one of the important sectors which is the engine of this
economy. Because we are a transitional economy, we are a developing economy,
we are dependent on primary commodities in mining and other natural resources.
We are not yet a service industry, we are not yet a service economy, an economy
that is generating money from services, be it tourism, be it education and so on.
We still depend on other economies, be it on health advancement, be it on
technology. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: May I ask my Honourable young
Brother a small question? Honourable Kazenambo, you mentioned that a mixed
economy has not been defined and possibly that is why we are facing some
problems, but if you look at Article 98 – Principles of Economic Order, it states:
“The economic order of Namibia shall be based on the principles of a mixed
economy with the objective of securing economic growth, prosperity and life of
human dignity for all Namibians.” It goes further in Subsection (2): “The
Namibian economy shall be based, inter alia, on the following forms of
ownership: Public, private, joint public-private, cooperative, co-ownership and
small-scale family.” This is what the Constitution is saying, Comrade
Kazenambo. Therefore those are the forms of the economic order we want
within the broad definition of a mixed economy. We need to look at these and
see whether these forms of economic ownership, as defined in the Constitution,
have failed, whether the public ownership has failed, whether the private
ownership has failed, whether the joint public-private has failed or whether the
cooperative part of the economy has failed and co-ownership has failed and
small-scale family has failed and of course, which is not here, whether it has
failed. Thank you.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: You have
helped me a lot by defining and I have said that ours is a mixed economy and it is
one thing to have a theoretical thing and it is another thing to practise that thing.
Surely for the past 18 years my own observation is that our policies, including the
Constitution, are brilliant documents which I as a Namibian feel proud of.
However if you look at a practical example, our practical reality leaves much to
be desired, because there is a lot of confusion.

I will give you an example. If one talks about BEE, for the past 18 years it has
been called names and I am not here to criticise anybody. It started from name to
name and it is just a straightforward issue, it is a question of redistributing the
economy, sharing bread, to bring those who were disadvantaged into the
mainstream of the economy. The reason I am saying that, when you see a laissez-
faire here, I do not think in this country there are people who are big players in
the Construction Industry and sometimes we need to call a spade a spade. My
friend, let us be realistic, these people, because of lack of regulation the
foreigners – and I do not need to mention who they are, it is none of my business
– have wiped out the indigenous Namibian constructors. It is a fact and I have no
jealousy and I have no hatred of them, but I am saying the rule of the game, be it
a domestic one, regional one, global one, the rule of the game must be clear. We
must know how these foreign Companies are playing in Namibia who have wiped
out our Coloureds and I am not being racist here. The Coloureds had mastered
the art of building, our Ovambo brothers from the North and the list goes on, but
these were the main players.

If you go to Pupkewitz – and I am in this industry, to declare my conflict of
interest – if you go to Pupkewitz MegaBuild and if you go to Katutura, you will
find trucks of ordinary labourers that are loading trucks, going to Katutura, who
are building and one wonders who regulates these people. Where are our
immigration laws? You cannot come and do the job of a cleaner when we have
thousands of Namibians who can do cleaning and that is the laissez-faire I
mentioned, we have lost the regulations.

In the global economy people are on the move to get into markets. Competition
is regulated and we should not handle this blindly. There is competition in
economics and there is monopoly and these things are regulated in economics.
They do not operate like that, to blind yourself and say it is fair competition.
Even in America they have mechanisms and programmes to regulate competition.



92

26 February 2009 MOTION ON UNEMPLOYED NAMIBIANS
HON KAZENAMBO

It is pathetic to say that it is competition. Competition can be defined that it is
fair competition, imperfect competition and if there are companies which are
operating at a monopolistic level, you come up with regulatory instruments so
that the ordinary people cannot be hurt. To be honest, this thing is hurting our
ordinary people and it is a matter of bread being taken from our mouths. Our
shop owners have been wiped out of the market. People are now selling sugar,
they have pushed out the ordinary Namibians who were making money and
contributed to employment. We need to have rules, this market cannot be a free-
for-all, it cannot. (Interjection)

HON MEMBER: It is customer service.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Customer
service of what? We have heard this thing of customer services. Everybody
needs to be prepared to give customer service. It is not a miracle that our foreign
friends are the ones that are better in providing customer service. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Comrade Speaker, may I ask
my Honourable young Brother a question, just to add more fire to the nice
presentation of Honourable Kazenambo? I want to know, can you tell me
whether we have local indigenous construction companies. You mentioned our
communities from Rehoboth, the Coloureds, but these were tiny companies and
as far as I know, this market is dominated by foreign companies and I do not
know whether we have indigenous local companies in this country. I only hear of
Murray & Roberts and LTA and these are South African companies. Where are
our own hundred percent Namibian owned companies, hundred percent share
ownership?

Secondly, we know that we have opened up to the outside world and we have
World Trade Organisation rules that we must open up the economies for
competition that would make it even cheaper. For example, when the Chinese
came here, the tenders were astronomically high and the prices went down and
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Government has saved a significant amount of money, millions. I see
Honourable De Waal is already laughing, but this is the truth, the State saved a lot
of money on schools and public buildings.

You also mentioned one Company which provides building and construction
materials and as far as I know, this Company sources materials from outside.
There has never been any attempt by these companies, which have been
established over fifty years ago in Namibia, just to create even carpentry, small
manufacturing of even nails or whatever. We continue to source everything from
outside and that is to our detriment. As you correctly mentioned in your
statement, how do we empower our young people, the trained people, if there are
no opportunities for creating some local manufacturing?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: To answer
the question, and perhaps it goes to the heart of the organisation of the economy,
we have to organise it, it cannot just happen. It has never happened anywhere
and even in the liberation struggle we had to fight for our Independence. My
God, the economy is a bread and butter issue, how can it happen on just going to
church and praying? God may help us to get wisdom, but it cannot happen in
church, we have to organise it. To answer your question, following the history of
this country and the level of societal development, some of our people may have
organised themselves and have cuca shops. That is the stage of economic
development. In many countries it started that way. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: May I ask my Brother a tiny question?
It is true that we have some builders, the Coloureds, as you put it, and there are
other young people who have come up who actually built my house on the farm.
They are working for a certain person, this person gives them maybe N$1,000
and asks you N$40,000 for the house. Do you not think that it is high time that
we as Government prop up our young people and assist them to put up their
companies so that they are not exploited? There is big exploitation.

I remember at Independence I had guys from Rehoboth who came running to my
house, I was the Minister of Local Government and Housing and I tried to put
them together as builders, but they did not have moral support or even financial
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support. Bessinger’s brother was part of this and once we put up a small
company, they started fighting among themselves and they split up. I really think
that it is high time for the Government to take hands and create small companies.
You will be surprised if you go to my house on the farm and see the tiling these
guys did. They were about 25 years old Ovambo boys and they did excellent
work. However, they are not supported and they are being used by builders to do
the tiling and they get N$1,000. I would suggest that we take care of these people
ourselves.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: I agree with
you and this is what I want my Brother here to understand, that we are saying that
at a certain stage of development there will be splinter Companies at whatever
level of the economic development. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF MINES ABND ENERGY: Comrade
Speaker, may I ask my Comrade a question? Comrade Speaker, with your
permission and his consent, first of all I am in solidarity with the unemployed
qualified and unqualified. I only want to give a piece of advice to my Comrade
here and that is in connection with the building industry which is really pulling at
the short end in terms of being exposed to unscrupulous competition by the
external industry. I know that we have become a global village and competition
is open. The building industry approached the Ministry of Trade to discuss this
matter and tried to see whether they can apply for an infant industry protection
kind of status, for them to be protected against the influx of ….(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Deputy Minister, the Minister of Trade and
Industry should actually share that information with us.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: In wrapping
up, it is true that smaller people, those who are being pushed by the tide and the
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waves of globalisation, cannot organise themselves, but even in Omaruru there is
a company that is producing marble that you cannot find anywhere else in the
world and we cannot even support that company to expand. It comes down to
who owns the company. It is not a question of who owns the company, if that
company can expand its economy-of-scale, it can also employ people. If we can
focus on agriculture, build roads for our rural areas so that the people in those
remotest areas could have access to markets, they will also employ people and the
economic opportunities will expand.

On the question whether we are complaining to ourselves, of course we have to
complain to ourselves. Whom are we going to complain to about the foreigners?
We have to complain to ourselves and talk and formulate laws. There are
companies here that are producing and they need to be expanded and protected.
(Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: It is not the business of the Speaker to control how long
Members speak, that is the business of individual Parties and their Whips. If the
Party agrees that on this Motion all the time allocated to that Party would be
taken by one or two Members, that is fine by the Speaker. How much time you
allocate to a given speaker, that is entirely the business of the Party, it is not my
business. One Member, ten Members, it is entirely up to you. You have two
minutes.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: May I ask Honourable Kazenambo a question? Honourable
Kazenambo, you are saying, why are we asking ourselves and we should ask
ourselves. Is it not proper for us if we know what is to be done that we just do it
without asking ourselves these questions?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Yes, we
have laws and policy frameworks and policy frameworks have to be debated
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upon and we arrive at a decision. This is the law of governing and we have to
discuss. These are the problems that need to be addressed.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:14 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON SPEAKER: The House shall resume. Chief Riruako.

HON RIRUAKO: I have been listening to my Colleague Kazenambo.
Honourable Kazenambo, what is lacking is action. I have listened to you very
carefully and you never mentioned the Kavango River or Kunene River or
Zambezi River, those providing the source of life and we do not develop them.
Why we are waiting I do not know. The Orange River has already been
developed, we have grapes and dates there and we use the water of Hardap to
produce some vegetables, not from South Africa, from Hardap. We need rice
from the Zambezi and we need sugar from Kavango and we have fertile land that
is supposed to feed us and other Nations, but because of a lack of action we are
still begging other people to feed us. (Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: May I ask the
Honourable Chief a question? Honourable Chief, do we also need Walvis Bay?
(Laughter)

HON RIRUAKO: I had fish in Walvis Bay, you robbed me of N$1,2 million, I
will never forget. If you come there they will question you, what you have done?
(Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE: May I ask my Chief a question? Honourable Chief, you are talking
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about fish and I want you to tell this House whether the Herero eat fish or which
fish are you talking about here?

HON RIRUAKO: I am not talking about the past Herero’s, I am talking about
the present Herero’s. (Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: May I ask the Chief a
question? The Honourable Chief said he cannot forgive me that I robbed him of
N$1,2 million. Is the Honourable Chief serious about this or did he send the
money to Somalia for his cousin to fight in the clan war?

HON RIRUAKO: I am not talking about Somalia, I am talking about my
money you have taken away from my department. He knows. Let us face the
reality, point number one, we are supposed to develop our rivers, that is part of
the development. Normally we used to produce our own butter here, the
creamery was here and Zambia has taken everything that is needed away from us
and now we are dependent. How do we feel about that? We used to drink some
milk from the creamery, our children used to drink milk at that creamery after
school and today we have hungry people walking around the streets looking for
food. It is our own weakness. It can start slowly and eventually the economy
will be stimulated. That is part one.

We have cattle here, we have a good, the best abattoir to export meat around the
world, Meatco. Why are we doing this? We have iron ore, we do not sell iron to
other countries. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: Before you go to the mines, while we
are on the cattle, would you also agree with me that our cattle have no grazing
space because of bush encroachment? Before you go to the mines, deal with that
one first. We must encourage our young people to create small Companies to de-
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bush. Now the cattle have no grazing areas and we cannot have those creameries.
Would you agree with me that is another thing our young people can do, but our
young people just want the Government to give them jobs?

HON RIRUAKO: I agree with you hundred percent, because you see people
who are taking away the bush from the road. We are here to do what? Talking,
polemic, joking with one another? We are not paid for that, we are paid for
action.

HON DE WAAL: Honourable Speaker, may I ask the Honourable Member a
question, please? Honourable Chief, I am sure that you are aware that the
question of bush encroachment has been discussed in this House many, many
times over many, many years. (Interjection)

HON MEMBER: No!

HON DE WAAL: Oh yes, I will bring you the HANSARD. Do not tell me
things that I know. Chief, the last that we heard about bush encroachment is that
somebody has been appointed to look into this problem by some or other
Ministry. Do you not think that one of the reasons that we have a problem with
job creation is the inability of this Government to implement what they should be
implementing, such as bush encroachment.

HON RIRUAKO: I agree with you hundred percent, but the time has come for
us to talk about what has been left behind there. Forward but never back.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND ATTORNEY - GENERAL: On a
Point of Information. From Oshivelo to Oranjemund and from Walvis Bay to
Gobabis the whole area has been cut up in farm units, belonging to private
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individuals. Where does the Government come in here to deal with bush
encroachment? When does Government get involved in private properties of
individuals? Let us face reality, if the private farmers are not able to deal with
bush encroachment, let them just say so rather than to blame the Government.

HON RIRUAKO: Once the Government comes up with a decision, saying that
bush encroachment is a national issue, we want to eliminate all the bushes
irrespective whether on private farms or Government land, that can be done. That
is a national issue. If they do not want to understand, the Government has to
enforce it here. This House must decide now.

HON DE WAAL: May I ask the Honourable Member a question? Honourable
Chief, I listened to what the Honourable Minister has just said about the private
land and that the private owners must do something about bush encroachment.
That means that the Government will set the example on the land that belongs to
Government. Can you show me one bush that was cut out by the Government in
the Okakarara area and in all the communal land that belongs to Government,
where the cattle are dying because there is no more grass in Okakarara. So, you
do nothing, the private sector does nothing, so we all do nothing. That is why we
do not have work for our people, because we blame one another instead of doing
something.

HON RIRUAKO: Mr Speaker, there is no way we can run away from the facts
of life, let us face it. First Government must come with their decision, that is a
must. We cannot tolerate this nonsense any longer that we point fingers at one
another. A decision must be taken here.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE: On a Point of Information. The people in Okakarara do not have
land because of you. We want our land from you.
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HON RIRUAKO: I am talking about bush encroachment, I am not talking
about land reform. I will come to that, but not now. Let us talk about bush
encroachment. We want to eliminate bush wherever it is. (Interjection). We will
come to that, we have not finished our land reform, we have to come to it and do
it better than what we are doing now.

Mr Speaker, bush encroachment is number one and then after that we have to sit
down and decide how we are going to live on this land. (Interjection). I did that
but you regarded me as a ghost and now you are crying. Now let us talk about
bush encroachment.

When the Government comes up with a law, the public is compelled to obey the
law and act according to instructions. (Intervention)

HON MEMBER: And the Chief also.

HON RIRUAKO: Even me too, I did not do anything to worry about it. I am
sorry for those who do not use their land and everything they have.

Let us think about the mines. I do not want the mine to be owned by a certain
individual and mostly the foreigners. We have to share in our economy, we live
here while they come from somewhere and enjoy the fruits of this country. Let
us enjoy it together. That is what I am asking for. (Interjection) I have finished
with land and bush encroachment. We could create employment with eradicating
bush encroachment and the Government also have to subsidise some of the areas
which are known as Government land.

I go back to the mines. The mines are not individual property, it is national
property. Let us do it with strong action and let us force the people who are lying
around the streets to go there and work. If you go from Usakos to Otjimbingwe,
you are going to find mines around there and the people there are just digging and
digging and they need somebody to subsidise and help them. Go to Uis, some of
the mines there did not ask any permission to go there and do it and that
encouragement is supposed to come from the Government too.



101

26 February 2009 MOTION ON UNEMPLOYED NAMIBIANS
HON RIRUAKO

Let us go back again to iron ore in Kaokoland, lead in Kaokoland. We need a
harbour at Möwe Bay for us to take the iron ore and sell it to whoever wants it.
Möwe Bay is a place where we need a harbour. We are supposed to work hard
and those people were running around, trying to help us and we left them to go
back where they come from and they went and gave assistance to other countries.
Let us open our eyes and think about what is good for us and take it, and if it is
bad for us, let it go.

We are talking about the economy every day but there must be actions and those
who are sitting there in the Committees, thinking about the economy, need to take
action. The time for talking is over.

I am now back at my old friend who happened to have the opportunity to run the
agriculture economy. He could have said, “I have done this and that and that.”
Now we are crying here. I am not going to hurt him, I am going to advise him.
(Interjection). Money is something else, money without economy is nonsense, it
is going to be finished one day because it does not have any backing. You can
have thousands of millions of them but they must have a backing. (Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: On a Point of Order.
The Chief is alleging that I had an opportunity to do something in Agriculture.
The Chief should not forget that I took hundreds and hundreds of hoes to Opuwo
and called on the community to start cultivating and the Chief ordered the
community to chase me with my hoes to Ovamboland. Has he forgotten?

HON RIRUAKO: I have never done that. Let me tell you, the South African
Government gave me five million for fodder and I gave two million to Kaokoland
and one million to the Oshakati abattoir. Those cattle were subsidised with the
million I gave. Why do you stand, for what? Do you know what I am talking
about? (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE: On a Point of Order. The Nation wants to know about your two
million to Kaoko. You have given the two million to whom and to do what and
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when and who gave you the money and why did they give you the money? You
have to tell the Nation. (Interjections)

HON RIRUAKO: I do not play politics like you. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE: No, tell the people the truth. What the Minister is talking about is
true. You are the one who told the people to oppose Epupa and now you say that
there were programmes. Which programmes are you talking about here?
(Interjections)

HON RIRUAKO: I do not want to waste my time arguing with you, you were
there but you do not know anything about what happened. (Interjection)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE: No, they want to know.

HON RIRUAKO: Go back to Kaoko and they will tell you. I did not give to
anybody else, I gave it to them and one million I gave to the Oshakati abattoir and
two million went to Gam and Eiseb and the whole fence you see there is worth
N$996,000. I did that, I am not working behind the scene. You must learn in
order to talk. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE: On a Point of Order, Comrade Speaker. When the Honourable
Chief says he went to South Africa to get money for the repatriation of the
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Botswana people, it does not include money of Kaoko. Please, do not even
mention the name Kaoko.

HON RIRUAKO: You can stand up on a Point of Order several times, but that
is not a law of this land, three times are enough. I have to tell you again, I went
to the British Government to bring those cattle here on their trucks. I asked the
Minister to bring them here, I did not ask the South African Government.
(Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION: May I ask my uncle a question?
Honourable Chief, as your Cousin and as a former Minister of Agriculture, you
know how poor our community is, even how poor our family is and how many
other needs we have for children, for women and other people. Now, the Chief is
revealing to this Honourable House that you are squandering money on
Government abattoirs. Why?

HON RIRUAKO: That Government abattoir was not able to pay for the cattle
and I had to give them the one million to subsidise those cattle in order to have
enough money to buy other cattle. It was during the drought period, but I do not
want to talk about that to you, you had better go to the Government to help you
and give you figures. (Interjection). I am not doing things behind the scene, I am
the Chief of the Hereros, I am not a corrupt person. I am not a man on my own, I
am owned by people, that you are supposed to understand.

However, I did not see anything wrong to send one million to Oshakati. It was
done correctly, not like Honourable Angula who gave fifteen million back to the
Boers and said, “okay, I have done well.” (Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Comrade Speaker, I just want to be guided.
Yesterday an appeal was made for a matter on the Order Paper, which is rather
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urgent and looking at the clock, I am just wondering whether we will get to that.
Secondly, I also want to be guided, what subject matter are we debating now?

HON SPEAKER: Unemployment, unemployed Namibians.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Honestly, I am getting lost. If I say the
House is unproductive, I will probably be ruled Out of Order, but can we return to
the subject of the Debate?

HON RIRUAKO: I am not here to prolong the Debate, but the people are
asking me and Points of Order. I could have finished long ago and if you control
yourselves I could do better.

Let me say this, I am not here just to take care of myself. Let us take care of the
Nation, they have to come first in Government. We cannot come up with any
Government decisions without even giving the goods to the people.

Decentralisation is not yet off the ground. This money is supposed to go to the
north, to the south, to the east and it still is kept around here without any action.
That is not the way to do it. The way how to tackle the problem is to talk about
agencies to do the job properly, talk about your staff and about you as Ministers.
If you come with tangible decisions, no one in his right mind will say no to good
actions. I thank you, Mr Speaker.

The way how to tackle the problem is to talk about agencies to do the job
properly, talk about your staff and about you as Ministers. If you come with
tangible decisions, no one in his right mind will say no to good actions. I thank
you, Mr Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Taking into consideration what the Minister of
Justice said, Honourable Kavetuna.
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HON KAVETUNA: I Move that the Motion be postponed until Tuesday.

HON SPEAKER: The consideration of the Motion is adjourned until Tuesday,
next week. The Secretary will read the Order of the Day.

RATIFICATION: CONVENTION AGAINST ILLICIT
TRAFFIC IN NARCOTIC DRUGS

SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on the Ratification of the United
Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances of 1988.

HON SPEAKER: When the Assembly adjourned yesterday, the Question
before the Assembly was a Motion by the Honourable Minister of Safety and
Security that the Convention be ratified. Honourable Tsudao adjourned the
Debate and I now give him the Floor.

HON GURIRAB: Honourable Speaker, I shall be brief. I rise in support of the
speedy ratification of the Convention. One of the reasons why I asked to speak
today was to, among others, look at the meaning of the word “psychotropic” and
with the generosity of my friend across, I could borrow his dictionary and I
looked up the word.

After doing this we support the adoption of the Convention and whilst it is true
that with the adoption of the Convention it becomes part of our domestic law,
there is sufficient flexibility in terms of the language of the Treaty that we can do
some of the things which the Honourable Deputy Minister was raising yesterday.
The language of the Convention is that we do what is being asked in terms of the
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Convention. To quote directly from the Convention, “to the extent that they are
able to do so”, that is the contracting parties. Therefore, we will do only those
things that we are able to do in our country and there is that sufficient flexibility.

It is Article 3 of the Convention which sets out the objects of the Convention and
having looked at that, it is completely in line with what we are already doing in
terms of our own laws to protect the population from the harmful effects of use of
drugs.

Honourable Speaker, what the Convention is all about is that we join the rest of
the international community to combat the scourge of drugs. And again, in
yesterday’s contributions, Colleagues were saying that our country is a transit for
drugs, but evidence increasingly is that in our country the use of drugs,
particularly by the young people in our country, is increasing and it is an area of
concern which needs all of us to put our efforts together to combat the scourge
domestically. We are not only a transit country, the use of drugs is increasing and
I think because of all these reasons and because of the urgency of concluding this
matter, we support the speedy adoption of the Convention and wish the Deputy
Prime Minister all the best in her distinguished task she has been assigned next
week.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Nambahu.

HON NAMBAHU: Thank you very much, Comrade Speaker. I also rise just to
add my voice to and support to the speedy adoption of the Convention in the
sense that same is really going to be helpful in combating the abuse of drugs in
our country. It is very important to look at the aspect where it calls for the
domestication, calling for adoption of measures to actually domesticate this
international instrument. I think it would pave the way and dictate the needs for
us to come up with an integrated strategy of combating drug abuse. Gone are the
days when we thought that maybe by providing only infrastructure or
strengthening one component of the strategy we will be able to combat drug
abuse or maybe by strengthening of Customs at the borders.
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However, if we look at, for example, our approach to water scarcity in this
country, in the past people used to say build more dams, lay more pipes, but the
approach was not integrated. By integration I mean for us to come up with a
strategy that has prevention of potential drug abusers and addicts from getting
involved with narcotic drugs by lessening the number of users and in that way
lessen the number of demanders. That strategy should also include a treatment
and rehabilitation component where it facilitates the reintegration of the addicts
into society and create an anti-drug environment and culture. To talk to the Police
alone, having different components that are not talking to each other, we will not
be able to be successful in the fight against drugs.

It is very important, even for our young people, to know that the use of drugs in
some sub-cultures is known to be a symbol of status and unless we create a
subculture where we shun this culture of abusing drugs, we will not be able to go
far, because if the police apprehend the culprits but at home there is no campaign
to shun the abuse of drugs, then we will be discouraging our comrades in uniform
who are fighting the drugs.

It is, therefore, very important, in my view, that the components of this integrated
strategy are actually responding to each other’s needs and complementing one
another should actually be the next stage where we have to come up with
something.

Criminalisation alone will not be able to curb the problem, but we have to
strengthen the culture and create an environment and getting experience from
those who have been fighting this war for long in order to implement some of the
strategies where they have been successful and probably for them to come and
learn from us in order to actually approach the problem as one, because without
doing so, we will actually be watching idly the eroding of the social fabric and we
will not have business talking about the leaders of the future, if at all they are
consumed in this drug consumption that all of us have to combat.

I heed the appeal, I had a long speech but because of the appeal I cut my
contribution here and support the ratification of the Convention. Thank you.
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HON SPEAKER: A long speech would have destroyed your brilliance. Any
further discussion? Does the Minister of Safety and Security in the person of
Honourable Kawana wish to reply?

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Honourable Speaker, on
behalf of my Senior Colleague, the Honourable Minister of Safety and Security, I
rise to respond to some of the remarks made by my Senior Colleagues here.

First I would like to recognise the contribution by Dr Tjiriange, my Senior
Colleague from the Ministry of Veterans Affairs and indeed, to recognise his
contribution on behalf of SWAPO, then in exile, which was recognised as the
sole and authentic representative of the Namibian people. Indeed, Comrade
Speaker, I would also like to thank you for your role in that resolution as a person
who was at the United Nations together with some of our Comrades of the sixties
whom we in the SWAPO Party refer to as the Tanganyika Group. I recognise
your contribution.

Honourable dear Brother, Comrade and friend, Honourable Nujoma, I took note
of your contribution, particularly your plea to legalise cannabis or ngandja as the
Rastafarians term it, but as some Colleagues have pointed out, in terms of Article
3 of the Convention there is a domestic requirement aspect, but I would not really
support a blank cheque to legalise the use of cannabis in Namibia. It has to be
controlled. You said it has medicinal properties and if that is the case, we can
pass a domestic law here to say those who want to use it, have to use it upon
prescription by a medical practitioner. If that is the route you are suggesting, I
will go along with that, but I have a problem with a free-for-all.

Honourable Dr Libertine, thank you very much and indeed, I wish you all the
success in chairing the High Level Segment of this session of the Convention and
we have no doubt that you will be a good ambassador together with your
delegation to represent our Nation, our Government and, indeed, as a
representative of this august House and may I say, Parliament. I wish you all the
best.

Honourable Esau, thank you very much for your contribution and your
recognition of the role played by the SWAPO Party in this Convention and,
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indeed, in many other international instruments prior to Namibia’s Independence.

Honourable Chief Riruako, in absentia, I would like to thank him for his
support. Honourable Moongo, I think I have adequately covered the views of
the Honourable Deputy Minister which you supported and I would only like to
thank you for your contribution and your support is most appreciated.

Honourable Gurirab, likewise, thank you very much for supporting the
ratification of the Convention. Honourable Nambahu, thank you very much and
as you correctly said, there is a provision for domestic requirements and other
domestic policy initiatives which will be taken into account once the Bill is tabled
before this House and prior to that, of course by Cabinet and most of those policy
aspects will be incorporated in the Bill that will be tabled after the ratification of
this Convention.

Honourable Speaker, I so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. I now Put the Question, that the
Convention be ratified. Any objections? None. It is agreed to.

The second Notice of Motion is the one of the Honourable Deputy Minister of
Justice. Does the Honourable Deputy Minister Move that the Bill be now
introduced?

MAGISTRATES’ COURTS AMENDMENT BILL:
INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I so Move.

HON SPEAKER: Who seconds the Motion? Any objection? Please table the
Bill. The Secretary will now read the Bill a First Time.
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SECRETARY: Magistrates’ Courts Amendment Bill.

HON SPEAKER: Does the Deputy Minister Move that the Bill be now read a
Second Time? Objection? Who seconds? Agreed to. The Deputy Minister has
the Floor.

MAGISTRATES’ COURTS AMENDMENT BILL:
SECOND READING

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Honourable Speaker and
Members of Parliament, this august House will recall that in 2008 in the case of
Jacob Alexander vs Minister of Justice and five Others, the High Court held that
the Chief: Lower Courts cannot lawfully hold enquiry proceedings in terms of the
Extradition Act, 1996 (Act 11 of 1996). The reason is that the Chief: Lower
Courts is a Public Servant and not a Magistrate who may be authorised to hold
extradition enquiry proceedings under the Extradition Act of 1996.

Honourable Members, you will further recall that we have promised to uphold
and defend the Constitution under the Oath of Affirmation in Schedule 3 of our
Constitution.

Honourable Speaker, we have considered the individual independence and
institutional independence of our Judiciary, as highlighted in the abovementioned
matter, with the object of ensuring that individual Judges and Magistrates have
the complete liberty to hear and decide the cases that come before them, as
envisaged under Article 78(3) of the Namibian Constitution.

This Amendment, Honourable Members, seeks to ensure that we uphold the
independence of the Judiciary as we have promised under our Oath of
Affirmation by making provision for a Chief Magistrate, who will be the head of
the Magistracy and to substitute the expression, “Chief: Lower Courts” and
“Chief of Lower Courts” wherever they occur.
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Honourable Members, I beg your indulgence to support the proposed
Amendments. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Any further discussion? Honourable Moongo.

HON MOONGO: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. First of all, I would like
to thank the Minister and her staff who made it possible for this Amendment to be
brought to the Table and I would like to thank the Ministry who built the
Oshakati High Court. This is really progress and would ask whether the Ministry
could also consider building Traditional Courts which are still being conducted
under trees in the rain and we have many times requested the Ministry to consider
it favourably. I support the Amendment. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Any further discussions? Honourable Gurirab.

HON T GURIRAB: Honourable Speaker, I simply rise to say that we support the
Amendment proposed to bring the Bill in line with what the practice ought to be
and I do not think it would require a lengthy Debate and because of that we
support the speedy adoption of the Amendment as requested. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Any further discussions? Does the Deputy Minister wish to
reply?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Comrade Speaker, I would like
to thank the Honourable Members of this august House for the overwhelming
support for this important Amendment and I would like to thank in particular
Honourable Moongo for his kind words towards the Ministry of Justice. This
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was just a minor alignment of the Magistrate’s Act because of the Alexander case
which was a directive from the High Court, that a Public Servant should not
preside over these cases. In the same vein I would like to thank Honourable
Gurirab for supporting this important Amendment. I thank him very much and I
know it is from an objective point of view. I thank you, Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: The Third Notice of Motion is the one of the Honourable
Deputy Minister of Justice. Does the Deputy Minister Move that the Bill be now
introduced?

MAGISTRATES’ COURTS AMENDMENT BILL
INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I so Move, Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Any objection? Who seconds? Agreed to. Will the
Honourable Deputy Minister please table the Bill? The Secretary will now read
the Bill a First Time.

SECRETARY: Magistrates’ Courts Amendment Bill.

HON SPEAKER: Does the Deputy Minister Move that the Bill be now read a
Second Time?

MAGISTRATES’ COURTS AMENDMENT BILL:
SECOND READING
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I so Move, Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Any objection? Seconded? Agreed to. You have the Floor,
Honourable Deputy Minister.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Thank you for the Floor once
again, Comrade Speaker. This august House will recall that the second
Amendment to the Legal Practitioners Act, 1995 (Act 1 of 1995) in 2002
abolished the conferment of Senior Counsel status to legal practitioners and as a
result, the distinction between “advocate” and “attorney” has been abolished.

Honourable Members, currently Section 25 of the Magistrate’s Courts Act of
1944 makes provision for one member to be appointed by Cabinet (Executive)
and two members, namely an advocate and an attorney to be appointed by the
Law Society of Namibia. That Section further provides that two members of the
Rules Board constitute a quorum.

Honourable Speaker, it transpired that if the advocate and attorney chose not to
come to a meeting of the Rules Board, a quorum is not constituted. Alternatively,
the legal fraternity could dictate the decisions of the Rules Board to serve their
own interest or that of the legal fraternity.

This Amendment, Honourable Members, seek to repeat the outdated Section 25
and replace it with a new Section 25 that enables the Executive, Judiciary and the
private legal fraternity to each be represented by one person on the Rules Board.
The Chief Magistrate will be the Chairperson.

Honourable Members, I beg your indulgence to support the proposed
Amendments. I thank you, Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Any further discussion? Honourable Moongo.
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HON MOONGO: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Again, I would like to
thank the Ministry, but though it reminded me of some of the old laws which
need to be amended, such as the law on the marriage in community of property as
there is a lot of misunderstanding. If you get married on the other side of the red
line it is not in community of property, but if you get married this side of the red
line, you have to obey the laws on community property. There is a lot of
confusion and I appeal to the Ministry to look into those old laws, including the
law on inheritance. As everybody knows, the Traditional Authority is conducting
the community marriages and, therefore, we need a proper law and we want new,
updated laws. Thank you very much. I support the Amendment.

HON SPEAKER: Any further discussion? Does the Deputy Minister wish to
reply?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Thank you, Comrade Speaker.
I would once again like to thank the Honourable Members for their speedy
adoption of this important Amendment. I have taken note of the concern of
Honourable Moongo concerning the Marriage Persons Equality Act. We have
passed that important legislation and Honourable Moongo is aware that we have
ratified CEDAW, we have ratified the SADC Gender Protocol and we have to
bring our laws in line with this important CEDAO Convention. That is the
critical convention which addresses gender equality and also the relations
between men and women. As a result of the ratification of that Convention, we
have passed the Marriage Persons Equality Act, which confers equal status on
both men and women – economically, socially, etcetera. Namibia is one of the
leading countries when it comes to gender equality and we are working to further
improve on that. That is why the President saw it fit to establish the Ministry of
Gender Equality and Child Welfare. They are addressing the problems of gender
and the President mentioned in his speech here in Parliament that Namibia is the
leading country in SADC when it comes to gender representation. Therefore, we
have made strides and we should be proud of ourselves, particularly the Members
of this august House.
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I thank you very much for the support of this important Amendment. Thank you,
Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: The Fourth Notice of Motion is the one of Honourable
Viljoen. Does the Honourable Member Move the Motion?

HON VILJOEN: Comrade Speaker, I ask the indulgence of the House to
postpone the motivation of my Motion until 10 March 2009.

HON SPEAKER: The introduction of the Motion stands adjourned until 10
March 2009. Before I call on the Deputy Prime Minister to adjourn the House, I
would like to share the following information with the Honourable Members:

As host Speaker of SADC Parliamentary Forum, I would be hosting fellow
SADC Speakers and officials tomorrow and Saturday here in Windhoek, a
meeting of the SADC-PF Executive Committee.

Secondly, later Saturday afternoon I shall leave for the Middle East, as previously
announced, as IPU President to engage the warring parties and gain insight
concerning latest efforts by one and all to bring about peace in that Region, peace
between the Israelis and the Palestinians. I need all your prayers, good fortune,
stamina and wisdom to succeed on this awesome mission to the Holy Land which
is soaked in blood. That is the information I wanted to share with you. I now call
on the Deputy Prime Minister to adjourn the House until Tuesday.

HON DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Let
me also thank the whole House for its support and I will certainly put Namibia
high on the map and I will not let you down on this mission of mine.
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Secondly, I wish the Speaker well in this awesome task of Israel and Palestine.
This question is 800 years old, it stems from the Bible. Unfortunately, Natanyahu
has been elected as the Prime Minister, a hardliner. Sometimes it is good to work
with hardliners because you know exactly where they are. We wish you success
in that endeavour. Have a nice trip and take care of yourself. Planes are falling
now, so we are all scared to fly, but God is with us.

With these few words, let me Move the adjournment of this House until Tuesday.
14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:40 UNTIL 2009.03.03 AT 14:30.
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: took the Chair and read Prayers and the
Affirmation.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or
Select Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Honourable Ndjoze.

TABLING: ANNUAL REPORT OF 2006:
UNIVERSITY OF NAMIBIA

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF EDUCATION: Honourable Deputy Speaker,
I lay upon the Table, Annual report of 2006 of the University of Namibia.

TABLING: ANNUAL REPORT OF 2006 AND 2007:
POLYTECHNIC OF NAMIBIA

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF EDUCATION: I lay upon the Table,
Annual Reports of 2006 and 2007 of the Polytechnic of Namibia.
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TABLING: ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
POLYTECHNIC OF NAMIBIA

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF EDUCATION: Honourable Deputy Speaker,
I lay upon the Table, Annual Financial Statements, ending 31 December 2006
and 2007 of the Polytechnic of Namibia.

TABLING: ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS:
NAMIBIAN COLLEGE OF OPEN LEARNING

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF EDUCATION: Honourable Deputy Speaker,
I lay upon the Table, Annual Financial Statements, ending 31 March 2008, of the
Namibian College of Open Learning.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Table the Reports, Honourable Member. Other
Reports and Papers? Notice of Questions? Honourable Dienda.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 28:

HON DIENDA: Honourable Deputy Speaker, I give Notice that on Thursday,
the 12th of March, I shall ask the Minister of Education the following:

I recently visited the website for the Ministry of Education, hoping to search for
the Grade 10 and 12 results. After indicating the Exam Session, I was asked to
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enter the centre as well as the candidate number. On the website they also
indicated that any enquiries in connection with national examination results
should be submitted to the Regional Education Office in one’s respective Region.
Then they gave a list of the Regional Education Offices and a contact telephone
number. My questions, therefore, are as follows;

1. The introduction of the website said, “Candidates, School, Educational
Regions, Institutions of Higher Learning, National Libraries and a wide
spectrum of users get access to information on the website.” Since I am
part of the wide spectrum of users, how am I supposed to view the results
and statistics of Regions and schools?

2. What exactly is the main purpose of the website? After reading the
introduction, I felt a bit relieved and happy that I am about to get the
information that I need, just to realise that I need to provide other
information, like a number first before I can get results of individual
candidates in which I am not interested.

3. Why do we need to create something which is not accessible to the public?

4. What will the Minister do to ensure that statistics on examination results
are available to the public and not only to the students who wrote their
examinations?

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Table the Questions. Honourable Moongo.

QUESTION 29:

HON MOONGO: Thank you, Honourable Deputy Speaker. I give Notice that
on Thursday, the 12th of March 2009, I shall ask the Minister of Youth, National
Service, Sport and Culture the following:

1. I would like to hear from the Ministry of Youth, National Service, Sport and
Culture, reviewing its plan and/or intention to nullify the future of its trainees
who have spent ten of their youthful years at Berg Aukas and who are now
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complaining that they were forced from Berg Aukas to pave the way for new
trainees. Will the Minister eradicate their worries?

2. Can the Minister inform the House and explain the system why these trainees
were sent back to their parents without being employed after a ten year
period? The fact is that the trainees are now adults who need to plan for their
future after they spent their productive times.

3. Some National Youth Service members are still volunteering at the Ministry
of Lands and Resettlement and some at the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources. Why can the Ministry of Youth, National Service, Sports and
Culture not advise these two Ministries to employ those who were not
selected by the Namibian Police?

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Table your questions, Honourable Moongo.
Notice of Motions?

NOTICE OF MOTION

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY:
Honourable Deputy Speaker, I give Notice that tomorrow, the 4th of March 2009,
I shall Move –

That this Assembly –

Ratifies the Southern African Development Community Protocol on Forestry. I
so Move.



121

03 March 2009 MAGISTRATES’ AMENDMENT BILL
COMMITTEE STAGE

HON NUJOMA

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Table the Motion. Ministerial Statements? The
Secretary will read the First Order of the Day.

MAGISTRATES’ AMENDMENT BILL:
COMMITTEE STAGE

SECRETARY: Committee Stage – Magistrates’ Amendment Bill.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Deputy Minister of Justice
Move that the Assembly now goes into Committee?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I so Move, Honourable Deputy
Speaker.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is moved that I leave the Chair. Any
objection? Who seconds? Agreed to. I now call on the Acting Deputy
Chairperson of the Whole House Committee, Honourable Bayer, to take the
Chair.

ASSEMBLY IN COMMITTEE:

HON ACTING DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE WHOLE HOUSE
COMMITTEE: The Committee has to consider the Magistrate’s Amendment
Bill.

Clauses and the Title put and agreed to.

ASSEMBLY RESUMES:
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Bill reported without Amendment.

THIRD READING:
MAGISTRATES’ AMENDMENT BILL

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Deputy Minister of
Justice Move that the Bill be now read a Third Time?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Comrade Deputy Speaker, I so
Move.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any objection? Who seconds? Agreed to. Any
further discussions? Does the Honourable Minister wish to say something?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Comrade Deputy Speaker, I wish
to thank the Honourable Members of Parliament for supporting this Amendment
Bill and I thank them sincerely.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I now Put the Question that the Bill be now
read a Third Time. Any objection? Agreed to. The Secretary will read the Bill a
Third Time.

SECRETARY: Magistrates’ Amendment Bill.
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MAGISTRATES’ COURTS AMENDMENT
BILL: COMMITTEE STAGE

SECRETARY: Magistrates’ Courts Amendment Bill.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Deputy Minister of
Justice Move that the Assembly now goes into Committee?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Comrade Deputy Speaker, I so
Move.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is moved that I leave the Chair. Any
objection? Who seconds? Agreed to. I now call on the Honourable Acting
Deputy Chairperson, Honourable Bayer, to take the Chair.

ASSEMBLY IN COMMITTEE:

HON ACTING DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF THE WHOE HOUSE
COMMITTEE: The Committee has to consider the Magistrates’ Courts
Amendment Bill.

Clauses and Title put and agreed to.

ASSEMBLY RESUMES:

Bill reported without Amendment.

THIRD READING MAGISTRATES’ COURTS
AMENDMENT BILL
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Deputy Minister of Justice
Move that the Bill be now read a Third Time?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I so Move.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any objection? Who seconds? Agreed to. Any
further discussion? Does the Honourable Deputy Minister wish to say
something?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Thank you, Comrade Deputy
Speaker. I would like to make use of this opportunity to thank the Honourable
Members sincerely for their support to this Amendment Bill. Thank you very
much.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I now Put the Question that the Bill be now read a
Third Time. Any objection? Agreed to. The Secretary will read the Bill a Third
Time.

SECRETARY: Magistrates’ Courts Amendment Bill.

MOTION ON UNEMPLOYED NAMIBIANS WITH OR
WITHOUT PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on unemployed Namibians with or
without professional qualifications.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: When this Debate was adjourned on Thursday, 26
February 2009, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion by Honourable
Dr Ankama. Honourable Kavetuna adjourned the Debate and she now has the
Floor.
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HON KAVETUNA: Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members,
unemployment is a ticking time-bomb in our country and it is why I find it
necessary to add my voice to my Colleagues’ who have already said something in
this regard.

I would further like to thank the Mover because he has been struggling to table
this Motion three times in order to make sure that this Motion will be discussed
thoroughly. These efforts already give a signal of how serious this situation is
and I hope it will prompt our attention as much as is needed.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, the issue of unemployment is such a complex one
that it cannot be effectively addressed if we start thinking about which institution
or department is responsible for this one. The Ministry of Trade and Industry can
rightly be the owner of this Motion or the one to create employment in terms of
industrialisation of various companies, that all stakeholders have an equal
responsibility, either public or private sectors.

If we just allow it to be tackled by one Ministry, it may not bear any fruit and it is
the responsibility of every Namibian as individual citizens to also make a
contribution to this serious problem that our country is facing. There is no time
for us to try to score political points by accusing one another on who did not
succeed in what, but it is essential for us as a country, as lawmakers, as the
Executive to make sure that we are looking for alternatives and lasting solutions.
(Intervention)

HON MOONGO: May I ask the Honourable Member a tiny question? Is the
Honourable Member aware that the colonial rule, of the white minority
Government was discriminating against the blacks, but SWAPO is now
discriminating against non-SWAPO members. Is she aware of this?

HON KAVETUNA: Yes, Honourable Member, I may not really see how
SWAPO is discriminating because we do not carry tickets to show who belongs
to which Party, therefore we are all Namibians and we are all granted the same
opportunities.
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I always gain confidence from statements of the Founding Father, Dr Sam
Shafishuna Nujoma, the Founding President of the Republic of Namibia, His
Excellency, Hifikepunye Pohamba and the first and current Prime Ministers of
the Republic of Namibia because…(Intervention)

HON MOONGO: May I ask a tiny question? Will the Honourable Member
inform this House as to why Hidipo Hamutenya was fired from SWAPO? Is it
not because he is no more a SWAPO and what about Mr Shikongo, the Mayor?
Why is he to be booted?

HON KAVETUNA: Honourable Speaker, I think that the Motion on the Table
is a serious one and it does not have political boundaries, therefore we must try to
be a bit more serious with this Motion as the people are listening to us in this
regard.

When I visited the State House and the Office of the Prime Minister on various
occasions in various capacities as a youth leader and as a citizen of my beloved
town, Otjiwarongo, they always confidently told me that Namibia’s
unemployment situation is manageable. We can manage unemployment in our
country because of the size of our population. This is what I have always been
told by my Seniors and that gave me confidence that this problem can be solved if
we seriously take initiatives and try to address it.

To start with, who will tell me what is the exact number of unemployed
Namibians in this country? What are their skills? What knowledge do they have
and what qualifications do they have? (Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: May I ask my Daughter a question?
Comrade Kavetuna, through the Deputy Speaker, the Honourable Member who
posed a question alleged that only SWAPO members are given employment. Do
you agree with me that unemployment is only among the formerly disadvantaged
Namibians? Does that translate that all former advantaged Namibians are all
SWAPO members?



127

03 March 2009 MOTION ON UNEMPLOYED PROFESSIONALS
HON KAVETUNA

HON KAVETUNA: Yes, the Honourable Member is right and I hope that
Honourable Moongo could get the answer on how his Colleague, Honourable De
Waal, sees the situation of unemployment in this country.

We have unemployment officers in the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare
who are scattered around the country whose main duty is to register all
unemployed people in this country, but they do not do that. What are they paid
for if they do not execute their main activity, namely registering all the
unemployed at least one a year?

To address the unemployment of our people we need accurate data. We cannot at
random say we have unemployed qualified and unqualified people without
knowing how many of the Namibian teachers who qualified either in Zimbabwe
or at the University of Namibia are still hanging around the streets without any
employment. Therefore, accurate data is very vital in order for us to plan
effectively. This is where coordination is vital for development. If you as
Government are coordinating the Ministries, departments and other stakeholders,
we can make an impact. If the National Planning Commission knows what skills
and qualifications are mostly required in Namibia, the Ministry of Education can
give career guidance to learners to pursue a certain career which is in demand in
the job market.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like to express my
dismay with the manner in which the Public Service Commission is currently
functioning, which may be contributing heavily to the high unemployment rate in
this country. Firstly, it will take one person up to one year to get employment in
the Government. After the closing date, one will wait up to three months to be
called for an interview, after which another long period will lapse before you start
hearing from your references that they have been called to hear whether you are
working here or not. Then it will take another three months to receive an
employment letter. What a long process! (Intervention)

HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: Honourable Deputy Speaker, may I ask the
Honourable Member a question? Honourable Kavetuna, are you aware of the
problems facing the Public Service Commission when they look at some of the
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Ministries and the way they submit documentation for the Public Service
Commission to work on? It has been clear from their Annual Reports that very
often the time it takes for them to make a decision is as a result of the fact that the
accounting officers, when submitting their short lists, sometimes submit people
who are not qualified and at other times they will submit the people who are less
qualified than others who have applied and this has to be sent back to the relevant
Ministries most of the time to remind them to use the proper appointment
mechanisms.

HON KAVETUNA: This even happens when a cleaner has to be appointed or
somebody at a lower rank. What is more heartbreaking is the requirement of a
minimum of three to five years experience for a mere clerk, a data typist or a
clerical assistant position that one would learn while working or one coming from
the university after completing a degree.

The last factor in this institution that will never contribute to the alleviation of
unemployment is the extension of the working period for the people who ought to
go on retirement. When somebody at the age of 55 or 60 requests to remain in
Government another five years, this is most of the time favourably considered
because apparently the younger society do not have the skills to take over from
this person. I feel this is a serious issue that needs to be looked at, because we are
queuing up for those skills, coming from the university with our degrees in Arts
and others things, but still other people are given opportunities who, after having
worked for more than thirty years, want to be on the payroll of the Government.

The last one that is more critical is that we will never realise the dream of
eradicating unemployment if we do not start facing the direction of production,
because it is only factories that can take up to five thousand, eight thousand, ten
thousand people. Neither a kambashu, nor a shebeen will be able to take this
number of people.

It is with this plea that I join my Colleague and support this Motion and say that
we must at least put a lot of efforts into the production phase to make sure that a
lot of factories are opened in this country so that we can stop importing pure
sugar and sweets and everything that we are importing from South Africa. I
thank you.
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I thank you very much. Honourable Peya
Mushelenga.

HON P MUSHELENGA: Thank you very much, Honourable Deputy Speaker.
I rise to make my contribution to the Motion by Honourable Dr Chief Ankama on
unemployment of people with and without qualifications.

This Motion can be addressed, looking at various factors. There are two types of
employment one is to be employed, another is to be self-employed. Looking at
the one of employment, the Lutheran Church to which I belong pray for God not
only to provide opportunities for employment, but also to open our eyes to realise
and see the opportunities. That is a very important statement. When
opportunities of employment exist, they should be presented to those who are in
need of employment. It does not help to have existing employment opportunities,
but those in need of employment are not aware of the existence of such
opportunities. That is very important. How do we make sure that when we have
employment opportunities that we communicate this to the wider, needy
unemployed public? Then I am talking about employment, I am not talking the
Public Service only. I am talking about all of us who have employment
opportunities available. That is very fundamental.

It also goes down to the training available versus the opportunities versus the
demand for the nature of employment that we have. I remember when we were at
the university, there was a time when the Ministry of Education was granting
bursaries to mostly only those who took Education as a course of study because
we needed teachers, but they were not looking at the various subjects. They
ended up with training people to go and teach similar school subjects and we did
not have enough teachers for other school subjects. Therefore, we should look at
the type of training we are providing. Our economy is driven by the mines and
we have not yet started training metallurgical engineers. That is something we
should also look at.

I agree with Honourable Kazenambo, we should also look at the type of
economy. (Intervention)
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF EDUCATION: On a Point of Information. I
think the Government of Namibia has already started training metallurgical
engineers in line with ETSIP which is a Government programme and about three
months ago I sent two students to France to do metallurgical training.
(Interjection). Yes, two is a start. I have sent two students to the Metallurgical
Institute in France, the best in the world, to do metallurgical engineering and they
were taken from the Ministry of Mines and Energy. We have started with the
gradual process, Rome was not built in one day. This is just for information, but
we definitely have to do more.

HON P MUSHELENGA: Maybe I need to make myself clear, I am not saying
we are not sending people for training, but the Honourable Deputy Minister will
agree with me that we have not started training these students here. Rather than
paying two students to go to France it would have been cheaper if we had trained
four students here at home. (Intervention)

HON MOONGO: May I ask a question to my Colleague? Since he mentioned
he is a member of the church, I would like to know whether the majority of
SWAPO members were baptised and confirmed? If yes, why do you accuse the
Honourable Members without concrete information? Are you really baptised?
Can you inform the House?

HON P MUSHELENGA: Honourable Deputy Speaker, the question is Out of
Order. I am coming to the type of economy that we have. I agree with
Honourable Kazenambo that somehow we need an intervention by Government.
When you look at primary, secondary and tertiary industries and, for example,
take that we have a lot of self-employed mechanics, builders and panel-beaters,
those of us who buy vehicles will take insurance policies so that when one day I
bump this vehicle I should be able to have enough money to have its panel-
beating. This insurance policy will stipulate that you can only make use of X and
Y panel-beaters. Inasmuch as we have our people coming with self-employment
initiatives, they will still be cut out because these insurance companies.
(Intervention)
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE: May
I ask a question to the Honourable Member? Comrade Honourable, are you
aware that these people have selected a few companies. Are you aware that the
same people who prevent others from being listed with the insurance companies,
are the ones who send their cars to the panel-beaters in Katutura and bring it back
and charge you a lot of money. Are you aware of that?

HON P MUSHELENGA: Yes, Honourable Ekanda, I agree with you. There is
a lot of hypocrisy among some of our people. That is why we are saying that
somehow we need intervention by Government to intervene in economic policies.

After the Second World War major countries have seen an increased percentage
in economic interventions. For example, in the US the level increased from 9 to
24% and 10 to 69% in countries like Sweden. Therefore, it is not a new concept
that Honourable Kazenambo Kazenambo was mentioning here, as Honourable
Members were trying to imply and I want to refer them to some very important
literature. One is called Sense and Nonsense in the Globalization Debate. That is
found in a book called, Globalization and Challenge of the New Century by an
author called Rodrik. I want Honourable Members on the other side to go and
read this literature. Another one is called, International Political Economy in the
Age of Globalization by the author Woods in the book by Smith and Owens; .The
Globalization of world politics.

We have investors coming to this country, Government provides opportunities for
investment, but these investors take advantage of the situation and venture into
businesses that would have better served our communities, especially the non-
professional communities and we should address this seriously.

With these few words, Honourable Deputy Speaker, I support the Motion and
give homework to Members on the other side to go and read the books. I thank
you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. I now recognise
Honourable Iilonga.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Thank you, Comrade Deputy Speaker. I rise to give my support to the Motion on
unemployed Namibians.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, in order for this Motion to have a bearing on the issue
of the unemployed with or without professional qualifications, we need to look at
two or three things:

Having unemployed people with or without qualifications has a bearing on our
economic system which is clearly a capitalist mode of economy which is unique
due to the fact that where you are supposed to have people employed, those with
the capital and means of production are capitalists and are for profit. That is why
you find people looking at Government, but Government alone cannot solve the
problem under capitalism unless it is socialist, which we ourselves killed. Go to
Cuba which is under an embargo but there are very few unemployed. China has
almost 1.4 billion people and has unemployment of 4 percent and they even have
benefits which we do not have here. Therefore, whatever we do, we must have a
look at that.

Secondly, we must also look at our tender processes. Government is really
exploited by those who inflate the prices of their commodities. We had over N$3
billion in the Budget which has just ended for development. Where did this
money go? The roads were not built and those which were constructed were
washed away by the floods while we are still expecting even bigger floods. But
how much money did the Government pay? Therefore, we need to find out
whether the funds paid to Honourable Moongo and Honourable Mudge’s
companies created employment. (Intervention)

HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: May I ask the Honourable Deputy Minister a
question? Honourable Deputy Minister, I really have to agree with the issue that
you are raising and that is the standard of some of the work that is being done for
millions. Are you aware, Honourable Deputy Minister, that at the military base at
Keetmanshoop, which was handed over on the 6th of December 2007, by June
2008 the tiles were falling off the walls and the cracks were visible and there was
not even a retainer clause in the tender and it was not Moongo and Mudge, it was
China?
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Honourable Deputy Speaker, we have many comrades and many enemies. Some
do good work, some do bad work. Honourable Dirk Mudge’s company inflate
prices and they cannot be accepted because we cannot afford it. You are already
charging N$1.5 million per kilometre. This is xenophobia, you tend to be anti-
Chinese and that is why you do not see that the companies in which you have
shares did bad things to the Government. That you will ignore, but look at the
State House which you were campaigning against.

What we need to do to address the issue of unemployment in Namibia, is that we
need to look at the process of tendering and we must always have conditions
attached. An employment component and not only quantity, but quality must
also be included. We must have clauses in the tenders not only for the Chinese,
because the people who are anti-Chinese are even dreaming of the Chinese,
Chinese.

The Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare made a study and we found that there
are Chinese companies which are doing better than even Namibian-owned
companies. We found that companies from South Africa are doing worse, but
some Members on the other side do not regard South Africans as foreigners.
They even exploit their people more.

The second was a proposal or suggestion to look at the issue of unemployment
and as Honourable Mushelenga put it, Government intervention is very important
because you cannot have the theory of capitalism and say the market demands,
the market decides, therefore profit, while the Government is for social
responsibility. They do not want to employ many people, because for them it is
about profit and nothing but profit. (Intervention)

HON TJIHUIKO: May I ask the Honourable Deputy Minister a question,
please? Honourable Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Welfare, you were
trying to make a comparison between what you called capitalism and socialism.
Being a Deputy Minister for nineteen years, trying to address the issue of
unemployment, which economic system do we have in this country? Secondly,
as a Deputy Minister, when you address the issue of unemployment within a
specific economic system, would you address in that system or would you
address it outside that system?
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HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:45
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:14 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Thank you, Honourable Deputy Speaker. Honourable Tjihuiko asked what I as a
Deputy Minister did to curb unemployment. The Ministry of Labour and Social
Welfare will bring a Bill to this House which is going to regulate employment in
this country. The other issue on which I want your support, including that of the
Opposition, is that the law is clear that whenever you acquire a work permit to
employ a foreigner, that person must first acquire a work permit while still in the
mother country and that must be a skill we do not have here. You however are
the people who protest when we start taking action. You bother our Minister,
saying, “our people are not allowed to come in.” The law says, if you want to
employ somebody and you cannot find anybody, then you must advertise that the
Company could not find a Namibian person internally with those skills, then they
went national, again nobody and that is why you went international.

I can tell you that there are Foreigners who are giving themselves big titles as
engineers and whatever, but when you go to the workplace, you will find this
person operating a walkie-talkie. Really, the Companies bring in people who
take the work of the Namibian people whom Comrade Ankama said are not
employed.

To answer Comrade Kavetuna, the Ministry has Employment Officers and we
have data. The only problem is that the Ministries are not using it. You can
come to my office, we will show you how many qualified people we have and
therefore, we decided to come up with this law which is going to regulate
employment services, so that each and every employer will be asked to provide
vacancies. We know what is happening in the Government, but in the private
sector they do not reveal the truth, that they have vacancies in their Companies.
This is one of the problems. The law is going to come here and I hope the
Comrades will support it.

On the second question of Honourable Tjihuiko on which system or mode of
production I am following, whether it is capitalist or socialist, Namibia, being
capitalist during colonial times, administered through apartheid under the
capitalist economy, and the fathers and mothers of our Constitution decided that
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the Namibian economy will be a mixed one, but we do not even follow a mixed
economy. That is why we do not have Government-owned properties. If
Government owned all mines, all the farms, it could employ people. Where is
Honourable Dirk Mudge going to employ people on his farms? He will never!
(Intervention)

HON MOONGO: May I ask the Deputy Minister a question? If the
Government owned mines, then it means they will only employ SWAPO
members. As you know, they always discriminate against the poor Opposition.
That is why the country is in a mess.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Moongo really needs help and he really
needs medical attendance, because he is having a demeanour towards SWAPO.
He is just like somebody who was in a car accident and whatever comes, he just
sees SWAPO, SWAPO.

HON MOONGO: A follow-up question. That statement proves that I suffered
because of the injustices of SWAPO. I suffered injustice because of the actions
of SWAPO.

HON TJIHUIKO: May I ask the Honourable Deputy Minister a question,
please? Honourable Deputy Minister, you were saying that there is a need for
Government to own mines, to own farms in order for us to create the necessary
employment. Are you aware that Government is involved in the Vungu-Vungu
project and this project now ended up in court? It was a productive farm, it is no
longer producing. Are you are aware, Honourable Deputy Minister, that we had a
farm called Ogonbo-West that was producing, it is now no longer producing. Are
you aware that the Government owns mines, 600 to 800 people are going to be
retrenched. What are the mining and agricultural projects that you need, because
you have not proven yourself that you are capable of running it and now you need
more?
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Tjihuiko forget that Vungu-Vungu was
the property of the BBK which became ENOK. It only became the property of
the SWAPO Government after Independence, we found it there. Those are some
of the issues which we captured alive and then you sabotaged it, Honourable
Member. You sabotaged it through boycotting its products and we as Members
of Parliament need to seriously look at these things and we need to tell the people
not to sabotage Government properties and services.

Look at what happened to the ostrich farms in Mariental. The person pays you
N$30 000.00 per ostrich egg and you say it is a black diamond, it is a very
lucrative business, but if you protect that farm, you can employ many people.
(Intervention)

HON TJIHUIKO: On a Point of Information. The ostrich farms, the reason
why we are finding ourselves in this situation is because of your policies. You
were properly advised that you should not export female chicks to the US and
China, because the moment you do that, they are going to start producing and
they will not buy from us. What did you do? You exported it and now you are
blaming others.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Honourable Deputy Speaker, why do we have unemployment in this country?
Honourable Tjihuiko, be honest to yourself…(Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: May I ask a question? Does Honourable
Tjihuiko imply by that question that we may not import spare parts from other
countries in order to assemble them here, or what does he mean?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Honourable Tjihuiko is always like that, but I just want to tell him that the ostrich
farm was not owned by the Government. The ostrich farms were not owned by
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the Government, they were privately owned and the owners gave those eggs. I
said in this House, do not sell eggs and I was told I am not a business person,
what about selling cattle on the hoof, they said this is a small country. I said do
not sell cattle on the hoof. Who defended it? Is it not you? It is you who
defended. That is why there is unemployment in this country, it is because of our
capitalists who do not want to work for their country. (Intervention)

HON VENAANI: Honourable Deputy Speaker, on a Point of Information.
Regarding the ostrich farms that the Honourable Member is talking about, he is
correct in the sense that the private sector in fact did the wrong thing to sell these
birds live to other countries instead of selling products to other countries. It was
our mistake and I am talking from experience as a former small ostrich farmer.
Now, the cattle-on-hoof is a different story in the sense that we do not have
enough land to raise oxen, we need feedlots. (Interjection). The other day I was
interviewed, English is a problem, but it is not going to derail us, these are very
serious issues, Heifer or whatever is serious.

For example, in Regions such as Caprivi the possibility exist for us to have a
feedlot there, but because of the red line, those animals cannot be exported to
international markets. The reason why we are saying we should continue with
these weaners until we find a system as if we do not have a red line, then we will
be able to come down to the question of having feedlots. If you do not have
feedlots, how are you going to raise oxen? The situations are not comparable.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Honourable Deputy Speaker, if you sell your young generation, it will kill your
future, you kill your future meat production. These people do not want to farm
any longer, they go and farm there. During the colonial time you could not tell
me I cannot breed oxen here. We had big ones, even bigger than an elephant.
(Intervention)

HON VENAANI: My senior Colleague on the other side of the aisle is
misinformed, there can never be an ox the size of an elephant, not in this country,
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not in South America, not in the world, only in his imagination. Nevertheless,
when you are selling weaners from your own stock, you also have a retention
policy that 50 of them you keep behind and you sell the rest so that you can have
breeding cattle. It is not automatic that because you are selling weaners, you are
selling everything. However if you are saying we must sell oxen, what about the
female cattle? If we are only going to sell oxen, then we will also have an over-
capacity of cows in the country.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Honourable Deputy Speaker, in order to curb the unemployment amongst our
people with qualifications or those who acquired in-service training
…(Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: On a Point
of Information. I will agree entirely with Comrade Iilonga on the issue of
expanding the market and creating jobs vis-à-vis the issue of weaners, which
cannot really be compared with the issue of the ostrich. I would like to expand
slightly on the point made by Honourable Venaani on the creation of jobs. The
issue of weaners and small stock, let alone the red line, Eiseb Block has
discovered huge deposits of underground water which could supply a lot of
weaners and feedlots, but we need to identify this market, develop this potential
and then we can keep the weaners inside here, because the people are selling their
weaners to take their kids to school. We must understand the dynamics of a place
like Otjinene. Every weekend in Omaheke there are many auctions and these
people are involved in economic activities. Yes, while we can create jobs, the
people are also creating jobs for themselves. If we can develop this area, develop
tarred roads, develop markets and develop water, then we can say, let us not take
weaners outside. Without the development of the market, there are also other
factors, which cannot be mixed.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Comrade Deputy Speaker, I would like to inform Honourable Tjihuiko that one
day they are going to say Iilonga said it on the 3rd of March. (Intervention)
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Tjihuiko, just by the mention of
your name you are up in arms. I have a long list here. (Intervention)

HON TJIHUIKO: I am sorry, Honourable Deputy Speaker, but I think this
topic is very important in the sense that we are talking about the creation of
employment. On a Point of Information. Honourable Deputy Minister, since the
objective of the imposition of the tax on the export of cattle-on-the-hoof to South
Africa was to discourage people from exporting, has it discouraged people from
exporting?

Secondly, the idea was also to create job opportunities inside the country. How
many jobs have we created? Thirdly and lastly, we have imposed export of sheep
and goats to South Africa. Can the Honourable Deputy Minister tell this House
and the public that the way you have destroyed the small stock markets, can you
justify your action that you are happy with what you have done so far, especially
in the small stock sector in the South? Say that with confidence and tell the
public that yes, we are happy with what the Government has done. Say it that
way.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE:
Comrade Deputy Speaker, as I said, the important thing is that we make sure that
the granting of permits for expatriates must be thoroughly scrutinised, so that we
can only acquire people with skills which we do not have here. That is the only
way. Otherwise we will talk and talk and the other people are doing whatever
they want and we still have our people here with skills, but the skilled jobs are
taken by the foreigners. We do not say we hate foreigners, but whenever we
enter their countries, they state clearly in their visas that this is not for you to
acquire employment here. Why can we not do the same?

Honourable Tjihuiko, honestly, the people who export are not the Namibians.
We sell, and those people who come and buy here, know what benefits they are
going to get. I am farming with mahangu and I sell my mahangu to the millers,
but I cannot sell all. It is not a small quantity that is kept in Namibia and some
people who earn this money, do not even pay school fees.
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Therefore, when it comes to creating job opportunities in Namibia, let us look at
the issue of permits, the issue of tender, the issue of control. We have the three
pillars, the Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary and we have to bring
them together. Those are some of the problems I see in Namibia. I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. I now recognise the
Right Honourable Prime Minister.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Honourable Deputy Speaker.
Firstly I want to thank and appreciate the initiative of Honourable Comrade Dr
Chief Ankama for reintroducing this Motion. You will recall that this Motion
was on this Floor last year, introduced by the Honourable Member and that is just
to illustrate and emphasise the fact that this issue is very serious. In fact,
unemployment, poverty and inequities are a threat to the social fabric of this
country. You can call them the trinity of evil. Unemployment, poverty and
inequities are a threat to the social fabric of our country. That is why I agree with
Comrade Ankama that we have to continue to exercise our minds on at least one
of them, namely unemployment and I agree with him because if we can deal with
unemployment, it would probably redress redistribution in terms of income,
because people are now employed and have an income. If we can address
unemployment, poverty will probably become history because people will have
an income. Therefore, the importance of this Motion cannot be over-emphasised.

However, I want to give Honourable Ankama a bit of history. In the year 2000,
the Father of the Nation and the former President of this Republic recognised this
issue, that unemployment is a threat to our society. He, therefore, decided to
create a portfolio of Employment Creation and he placed that portfolio under the
Ministry which was responsible, first of all, for Youth and also for Vocational
Education and Training.

I happened to have had the privilege of leading that Ministry that time. When we
were given that task, we started to study this problem and tried to understand how
best one can address it. We looked at the activities which were ongoing aimed at
enhancing employment creation. One of the activities had a great potential and
that was labour-based road construction. In fact, the Minister of Works and
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Transport brought a White Paper here on labour-based employment creation and
it was adopted by this House. We wanted to learn from the experience of the
labour-based works.

Then we also looked at the laws, especially the labour laws, to see whether these
laws were employment creation friendly. Then we looked also at the activities of
the private sector, whether the private sector was making efforts to expand
employment opportunities. On the basis of those studies we came up with a
policy framework and we discovered a few things: One, that employment
creation is a cross-cutting issue, it cannot be tackled by only one sector or
Ministry, it needed a concerted effort from different directions, especially the
economic Ministries, the private sector and also civil society.

We, therefore, created a task force consisting of these agencies and the task force
recommended that the best way to enhance employment creation is that, first of
all, you must have a body which can promote employment creation, looking at
things such as development programmes when Government is giving out tenders
to people to execute these programmes, that there must be a component of 20,
40% of the money which should be used to create employment. In other words,
there must be a component of a labour-based kind of activity. If you are building
a road, you should keep in mind that you are not just going to take bulldozers,
there must also be people there with wheelbarrows and other things to benefit
from these Government programmes.

Last year, if my memory serves me well, the Development Budget was something
like N$3 billion. Just imagine how many millions are 30% of N$3 billion. It is
N$1 billion. Imagine putting aside N$1 billion to create jobs. You could really
have tackled the problem. However, since there is no advocacy for this, nobody
is taking it seriously and our citizens are sitting on the street corners, waiting for a
piece job.

One Saturday I was cleaning the grass outside my yard…(Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: I am extremely sorry,
Comrade Prime Minister, may I ask a question? I think you are doing very well,
but I just wondered whether you could try to address the dichotomy between what
you are saying and the technological development. If we are to have labour-
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based arrangements wherever we want to do something in this world of
technology and at the same time we want to apply modern technology in
development and all these kinds of things, are we not going to remain behind
because we are using outdated methods while the people are using technology,
just because we want to absorb people?

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: President Obama of the United States has
created what they call stimulus something and he said he was going to create
three million jobs in America. If we are talking about Caterpillar, where was it
made? In America, Boeing, Google, Yahoo are made in America, but because the
American economy needs somebody to buy, President Obama is saying you have
to put people to jobs to build bridges, to do public works, so that they can get
money and go and buy in the shops. Since you cannot go to the bank to borrow
money because there is no credit, he is saying the best way to stimulate the
economy is to get people to work, paying them and they will go to the shops and
buy, then the economy is running. If America can do that, who are you in
Namibia to say you would rather go and buy that equipment to come and build
roads and bridges or even de-bushing? (Intervention)

HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: May I ask the Right Honourable Prime
Minister a question? Right Honourable Prime Minister, I found it very interesting
when you spoke about 30% having to be ploughed into job creation, but the Right
Honourable Prime Minister went on to say nobody did anything about it. Surely
the Government has the power to do that or does it not? That is my first question.

The second question, the Right Honourable Prime Minister said he was working
in his garden. I am just wondering whether he cannot take an unemployed person
to do the job because he is already employed?

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: That is where you are missing the point. The
reason why I was working on the grass outside my house with a hoe and a shovel
is to destroy the dichotomy between mental and physical work. (Intervention)
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HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: I thought you did that on your farm.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: No, here in Windhoek and I also do that on
my farm. I was doing that for my own health, in other words and also to destroy
the false dichotomy between physical and mental. One person whom I have
never met in my life came to me and said, “Sir, can you not employ one of those
people sitting at the street corner?” I said, “yes, I can, but this one I am going to
do myself because I can do it.” In other words, it is not a solution to take
somebody and pay him N$50. To me that is not the solution. We have to have
proper programmes to create employment.

The task force drafted a Bill to create an Employment Commission, a
Commission which should engage in employment advocacy, consisting of the
Government, the public sector, the private sector and civil society. That was the
idea.

As we are discussing this Motion today and nothing happens, Honourable
Ankama will come again next year and introduce the same Motion to no effect.
Therefore, Comrade Ankama, I am suggesting to you that when you take this
Motion to the relevant Committee, you must come back with a Bill. Perhaps if it
is initiated by a private Member of Parliament it might fast-track to come here, so
that we address this issue. This is a very serious issue. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE: On a
Point of Information. I only want to allay the fears of the Prime Minister, the Bill
will come to this House this year. It is in the pipeline. It is with our Ministry and
it will be here soon.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Thank you for that information. It was
supposed to be there in 2005, now it is 2009. I wish you good luck, Honourable
Iilonga, but as I look at the Order Paper here, I only see Motions and no Bills.
This has become a real talk shop, we are no longer a Legislature. Perhaps we
have to rename it as a talk shop. We can talk and talk, but the unemployment in
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our society, which is perpetuating poverty among our people and equally
perpetuating inequities in our society, is a time-bomb. I just want to tell you that
and unless we take it seriously as legislators, one day we will end up with a social
explosion because a hungry person is an angry person. We must take note of that.

For now I wish Honourable Comrade Dr Chief King Ankama well in advancing
this Motion. I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Shifeta.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF YOUTH, NATIONAL SERVICE, SPORT
AND CULTURE: Thank you very much, Honourable Deputy Speaker. I rise to
make my humble contribution to this very important Motion. Unemployment is a
national challenge and, therefore, it is a public enterprise, it is not an issue of the
Government, it is a national challenge. Therefore, all of us will need to face that
challenge in concert, we need to put our minds together and face the challenge.

To give a brief history, our Namibian economy at the moment has an annual
capacity of employment creation of less than 10,000. Given that, we have so
many young people coming out of education, some completing Grade 12, some
dropouts and also those graduates from tertiary institutions. With that less than
10,000 employment creation capacity per annum is an indication that we have a
national challenge. For instance, if you look at the statistics, we have plus minus
30,000 young people coming out of education per annum. If the employment
creation capacity is less than 10,000, that means that every year, apart from those
who can access tertiary education and those who can get full employment here
and there, you have 20,000 plus who are going to be left out in the streets
unemployed.

We also have the paradox, and the question was posed by the Minister of
Veterans Affairs, of employment creation vis-à-vis technological development. If
you look at our economic sectors, especially the primary sector, apart from
fisheries and agriculture, mining has been labour intensive in the past, which is
not the case today. We talk of so many mines opening up and the human capacity
of these mines to be 500, 700, but those years it was not as capital intensive as it
is now and today, instead of employing 5,000, a mine can employ 500 and the
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other part is taken up by technology. They employ machines to do the work
instead of having more people to do the work. That is another challenge, but we
need to have plans to co-exist with technology. (Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: May I ask the
Honourable Member a question? Honourable Shifeta, you are talking about
technology and its negative impact on employment, are you aware that one of the
most technologically advanced countries in the world, Japan, has only about 3%
unemployment? Are you aware of that?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF YOUTH, NATIONAL SERVICE, SPORT
AND CULTURE: I was just coming to that point. The other part is to see to it
that we co-exist with technology. We cannot do away with technology, otherwise
you will be left behind. I know that and I was coming to that point.

Looking at the secondary industry in our country which is supposed to at least
create more employment, it is stagnating because of many other factors, including
lack of skills. The manufacturing sector is very stagnant in Namibia and that is
one of the problems. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: On a Point
of Information. I think I agree with you, Honourable Shifeta, on the co-existence
with technology and technological advancement. This can happen in certain
sectors of the economy, but in an economy like this one of Namibia, there are
sectors, such as tourism for example, which can employ many people and it has
various sub-sectors. They can develop eco-tourism, mainstream tourism.
Mauritius, for example, is what it is because of tourism and tourism is labour-
intensive.

The majority of the Namibian people here have survived on agriculture. It is a
question of modernising it and make it labour intensive and create markets for our
people.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF YOUTH, NATIONAL SERVICE, SPORT
AND CULTURE: Of course, tourism is one of the tertiary sectors in Namibia.
If we can promote tourism, that is one of the sectors that can employ more
people. We have to entice people to enter into that sector and we also need to do
more in terms of promoting tourism in Namibia.

It is one of the sectors in the tertiary industry that is really doing well and it
continues to do well, but you need to put more emphasis on that.

On the question of creating jobs, if one looks at the informal sector, apart from
agriculture, this is one of the sectors that employs many people and these people
need empowerment. Namibians are entrepreneurs. You see young and old
entrepreneurs but they need empowerment, because the problem is that some of
them cannot access capital to expand their businesses. You see a person selling a
few things from a basket, that is an entrepreneur. What that person needs is
empowerment. We need to bridge the gap between this informal sector and our
financial institutions. (Interjection)

HON MEMBER: Who must do it?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF YOUTH, NATIONAL SERVICE, SPORT
AND CULTURE: That is what we need to do. We, Namibians, need to do that.
Honourable Deputy Speaker, if you can just protect me from the Colleagues here,
I am under serious harassment here.

We really need to bridge the gap so that these people can access capital, because
if we empower these people, they will be able to employ others.

At the Ministry we first started with a pilot project, called the Namibian Youth
Credit Scheme. We piloted it from 2005 to 2007 and it was completed in 2007
and the outcome was very successful and very impressive. We identified young
people in Regions, we trained them and we gave them starting capital and of
those there are some who are already in business and we gave them resources to
expand their businesses.
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We give that person a period to pay back and once he pays back, he can also
access more again.

We found young people are not defaulters, they paid before time and now we are
replicating it in 4 Regions. With those few millions of dollars we have trained
about 1,200 young Namibians in the piloting phase and already created more than
2,500 jobs. If we find that the project is viable we can invest money in it, so that
we entice the young people to start businesses and create jobs for themselves and
for others.

HON TJIHUIKO: Honourable Deputy Speaker, may I ask the Honourable
Deputy Minister a small question, please? Honourable Deputy Minister, you are
talking about the project by your Ministry giving the small people loans. How
much money are you giving to one specific project?

Secondly, there is the SME project at the Ministry of Trade, there is one at the
Ministry of Gender. Is there any relationship between these various projects,
complementing one another or are you doing in one’s little corner and
Honourable Muharukua is doing it in Opuwo and the other one is doing it
somewhere? Is there any link between these projects or is it just that you wake
up one morning and start doing something that the others are doing?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF YOUTH, NATIONAL SERVICE, SPORT
AND CULTURE: Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Tjihuiko was in
Government, he knows exactly how the system works. Everything is done in
coordination and I do not know why he has to pose such a question. You cannot
say what is done in the Ministry of Gender and Child Welfare is not known.
These are complementary programmes. We are specifically targeting young
people between the ages 18 to 35. Therefore, we are coordinating programmes.

We thought that this programme is worthwhile replicating in other Regions and
we are doing so and apart from that, we have already started piloting another one
which is a kind of loan guarantee programme with Bank Windhoek, called
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“Credit for Young People in Business” and I can tell you that today we have
young people that we have groomed and today they employ even more than a
hundred people. They are business people who are doing manufacturing.
(Interjection)

HON MEMBER: Where?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF YOUTH, NATIONAL SERVICE, SPORT
AND CULTURE: In Namibia, young people. Therefore, I feel it is something
we really want to do and if we can just commit ourselves to ensure that we
empower these people with enterprises, we know if we give them money, they
will pay back. It is not like some that are taking chances. They will eventually
get out of the informal sector and enter the formal sector and create more jobs. I
thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Dienda.

HON DIENDA: Thank you, Honourable Deputy Speaker. This will be my
third contribution on this Motion. Honourable Deputy Speaker, I would like to
categorise my contribution into three stages.

The first one, you are the right candidate but not the best candidate. How many
times were positions advertised in our local newspapers just to adhere to the
policy of advertisements? In most of these cases positions are already occupied
or promised to somebody, so the only obstacle is the advert to rubber-stamp the
appointment. People are not appointed on merits, not because they were the best
candidates during the interview, but only because of the connections which they
have on certain levels. Bribery, who you are, who you know, your connections
with certain people is what counts to make you the ideal candidate. If you do not
have any of the qualifications advertised, then you are out. This is why people
cannot deliver service in these positions when they have been appointed. The
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respective supervisors cannot even discipline them due to their connections. If I
discipline you, I will be fired tomorrow because you have the connections.

Secondly, only a select few people are competent enough to be in the driving
force of Companies. Honourable Members, Honourable Deputy Speaker, when
one looks at the board of directors of companies, it is always the same people in
the driving forces, no new ideas, the same product, the same people, the same
results. Are we saying that other Namibians are not competent enough even if
they do have the skills, the qualifications and the knowledge? Why do we have
to shift these selective few people from one institution to the other if there are no
results forthcoming? There are so many competent women in Namibia, but still
the competition is only amongst a select few. Are we saying that Namibia can
only be driven by certain individuals, even if they are overloaded with work?
The selective rich are becoming richer and richer, while the others become poorer
and poorer. We are even asking for the extension of people’s term when they
have reached the age of sixty years, they have retired, but still we want them to
stay in the positions.

Thirdly, Honourable Deputy Speaker, why do we need to go for further studies?
Is it not a waste of time and money to go for further studies, knowing that you
might end up joining the already thousands of unemployed in the streets? It is not
that people are selective where they want to work, but rather the scarcity of jobs.

Honourable Members, the time has come for us to share what we have with other
people. We cannot put all our resources in one basket and forget about the others.
Our children are not encouraged to take up further studies because they do not see
any future for themselves in the country.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, I also want to know, what about those students who
cannot cope with Mathematics and Science in our schools? They can do a great
job with their hands, but yet we do not train them in those fields.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, the Affirmative Action policy was introduced with
good intentions, but the implementation thereof is a concern for a lot of us. I
thank you and I support the Motion.
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Iipinge.

HON IIPINGE: Thank you very much, Honourable Deputy Speaker,
Honourable Members. I rise to contribute to this very important Motion
introduced by Honourable Ankama. This is the third time that I am contributing
to this Motion. I contributed when it was first introduced and again when it was
reintroduced last year.

Many ideas have come up from previous speakers and what I want to emphasise
is private-public partnership. The Mover has laid emphasis on it, but I would like
to strengthen that very important point. Some Members have talked about
training and I agree with them, and that is why I am emphasising the
strengthening of mechanisms for public-private partnership, that we train with a
purpose, that we plan and devise strategies together in these mechanisms.

This morning I was talking to the Deputy Minister of Education about this issue
of strengthening public-private partnership. She was telling me that she attended
a function of a company which is giving scholarships to students, which is very
important, but then I asked her how this public-private partnership works, how is
it monitored, how do we know what is going on where? This is why I am
emphasising this point, that we need to strengthen public-private partnership,
even to create employment and to train for specific purposes. We need to train
for the industry, for the market, but we need to know what the needs of the
market are and then we tailor our training programmes to the needs of the market.
I believe that by doing that we may be able to produce the products that the
market needs. This is the point that I would like to emphasise on this Motion
although many ideas have come up and I have already contributed on many of the
ideas. However, I feel it is very important to strengthen the mechanisms of
public-private partnership and employment creation. Thank you very much,
Madam Deputy Speaker and I support the Motion.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable
Nambahu.
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HON NAMBAHU: Thank you very much, Comrade Deputy Speaker. A lot of
information has been shared with us in the discussion of this Motion and I would
only like to request our Comrades in the Executive to prioritise and support the
Bill coming from the Ministry, for us to be in a position to support and amend, if
necessary, so that we really have a home where to address this issue of
unemployment.

One philosopher, whose name I am not going to mention, a long time ago
indicated that the problem with the big philosophers was actually to describe the
problems the world was facing, but the actual task of the present philosophers is
to give a solution to the problems. We should not be talking and talking about
this if we are not going to propose a solution to the problem.

Reference was made to the church and the believers, but it is so amazing that
some people do not get irritated when they see their brothers sitting there.
Someone was asking, are we criticising ourselves? We are criticising because we
get irritated when we see our brothers sitting out there. Can you imagine yourself
not being in a position to pay the school fees of your son? These are the things
which actually prompt us to get irritated.

When some people talk about their exposure and their experiences, some people
grew up in societies where they have not seen employment, they have not seen
people begging in the streets and when you propose something because of your
exposure, someone might say you are radical. It is only different experiences and
different exposures.

Therefore, let us be tolerant, let us go and learn from those societies what they
have done to come to the position where they are and to really give meaning to
the concept of a mixed economy.

Honourable Kazenambo mentioned the issue of the Presidential Economic
Advisory Committee. (Interjection)

HON MEMBER: Who are they?
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HON NAMBAHU: Good question. I have to meet them coming from
Okakarara. How do they spread their information? How can we meet them, how
can we help, how do they collect what they know? Who is the adviser of the
adviser here? Every bit helps. It would help us to know in order to channel some
of our suggestions their way.

Therefore, I would not want that idea to die without actually finding a mechanism
because every bit helps. If they are the advisers, they must also be accessible. Or
do we appoint people who are not sensitive and then get irritated because their
Constituencies are well-off? It is something that I would not want us to leave
there, but to look at it and see how best we can channel our ideas and suggestions
and even send them copies of the Motions tabled here. (Interjection). If they
cannot read, I do not know how they advise.

The other issue is that of assistance. Comrade Iilonga, when this global downturn
reaches Namibia, many people are going to lose their employment and they need
assistance to form companies or whatever. People were trained, for example, to
weld or build, but not trained in the organisation of companies. Therefore,
Government has to consider what the Honourable Prime Minister was talking
about, to assist them with ideas to form companies and organise them in order to
be re-employed.

We could also consider having a one-stop centre where we can find out who is
qualified in what and maybe the National Planning Commission or the Bureau of
Statistics could assist companies. If we have put up a Cardiac Unit, how many
people are we training, if I now want to follow that career, so that we do comply
with training for the market and tailor our training to the needs in the market
based on the statistics.

With these remarks, Comrade Deputy Speaker, I wanted to touch on some of the
points and I will wait for the introduction of the Bill which I think is going to be
priority number one by our Executive. I thank you very much.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Nujoma.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Comrade Deputy Speaker, I rise to
contribute to this important Motion introduced by Comrade King Ankama and I
fully support the Motion. I was listening carefully and I feel that in this critical
time of economic meltdown we are facing we need to come up with innovative
ideas. We are facing a serious situation and we need to come up with innovative
ideas to stimulate the economy. I think the Right Honourable Prime Minister
mentioned one important aspect, that we need to have labour-based employment
creation and I fully support that. When the Prime Minister was speaking, I was
just thinking of the other area which he also mentioned, namely de-bushing. De-
bushing will increase the productivity of these farms and, secondly, you can
embark upon charcoal production. I have read about somebody who was very
innovative, they have managed to produce doors and they are looking forward to
producing furniture, school chairs and tables. We only need to encourage the
youth to form small companies where they can be assisted to acquire some of the
materials to embark upon these programmes and the farmers can also contribute.
Anyone with a farm of 3,000 hectares, for example, who wants it to be de-bushed
by these companies for N$50,000 or N$60,000, will be ready to support that
project and in this way we can create jobs for people.

I was also thinking about the Green Scheme. Honourable Kazenambo mentioned
that in Eiseb there is underground water readily available. By the way, I must
inform my young Brother, Honourable Venaani, that oxen do not produce calves,
it is the bulls and you can have one bull for twenty cows. If you want to see good
bulls, go to the farm of Comrade Iilonga. There you will find a bull which is
almost as big as an elephant. (Laughter).

We also have to look at the construction industry. For example, we were just told
that in the past Medium Term Expenditure Framework there were N$3 billion
available. Our contractors have to utilise 30% just to employ the semi-skilled and
skilled people in the construction of roads, etcetera. Currently we are
experiencing floods and the small companies will probably get tenders. We must
say they have to employ at least twenty people for labour-intensive programmes.
These are some of the things we can do concretely while we are facing this
uncertain economic situation. Thank you, Comrade Deputy Speaker.
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HON VENAANI: Honourable Deputy Speaker, the importance of this Motion
has already been over-stressed, but I think one central point that needs to be
addressed, coupled with employment, is the issue of immigration, which is
central to any job in this country. We are seeing a continuous attitude by
immigration officials, by hook or by crook, allowing people to take the simplest
jobs in our society and I am not arguing over a perception policy, but a cautionary
policy, that there is no way that we can allow people from elsewhere, with no
proper qualifications, with no papers to get employment in the country and to
compete with the meme selling kapana. That is wrong and our immigration
policies at our borders should really be addressed as to whom are we allowing to
enter this country.

If you go to certain areas in this country, you are seeing an influx of certain
people and we do not know how they entered this country? What do they come
and do here, what kind of papers do they have? I feel this is one issue that we
should not leave unattended.

Secondly, Honourable Deputy Speaker, is the question of our regional behaviour,
SADC as a regional grouping. The way that we do business in SADC also affects
jobs here and in the Region. I do not know, but it is just a thought that I had for a
couple of days and probably the Minister of Finance would help me out, but I
look at a country such as Singapore today which is busy expanding its airports to
accommodate those big Boeings in their country and I also wondered about the
need for SADC as a Region to have separate airlines – South Africa its own
airline, Namibia its own airline – knowing that we are competing with big
economies and big countries. In South America, for example, they have one
regional grouping, one strong airline that takes everybody everywhere. I feel that
the Region must coordinate and promote job opportunities in the Region.
(Intervention)

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: May I ask Honourable Venaani a question?
Honourable Venaani, what happened to Air Afrique?
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HON VENAANI: I was once a passenger, I do not know exactly what
happened, but I am sure it was just mismanagement. It was serious
mismanagement. I know they used to fly mostly from Cote d’Ivoire in West
Africa. However, I believe that if we make coordinated efforts we are going
to…(Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: May I put a question?
Honourable Venaani is questioning why Air Namibia, a mainly English-speaking
company, South African Airways, mainly an Afrikaans-Zulu-speaking company,
Air Zimbabwe, mainly a Sizulu-speaking company cannot unite into one airline.
Why is the Honourable Venaani’s DTA not able to unite with NUDO, speaking
the same language?

HON VENAANI: Just as you and Honourable Hamutenya are not speaking the
same language. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: You can continue tomorrow. The House
stands adjourned until tomorrow, 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:45 UNTIL 2009.03.04 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the
Affirmation.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or
Select Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Honourable Minister of Finance.

TABLING: REPORTS OF AUDITOR-GENERAL

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Deputy Speaker, I lay upon the
Table, Reports of the Auditor-General on the accounts of:

1. Office of the Prime Minister for the Financial Year ended March 31, 2007;

2. Minister of Lands and Resettlement for the Financial Year ended March 31,
2007;

3. Ministry of Environment and Tourism for the Financial Year ended March 31
2007;

4. Ministry of Regional and Local Government, Housing and Rural
Development for the Financial Year ended March 31, 2007;

5. Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources for the Financial Year ended
March 31, 2007;

6. Department of Works of the Ministry of Works, Transport and
Communication for the Financial Year ended March 31, 2007;
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7. Department of Transport of the Minister of Works, Transport and
Communication for the Financial Year ended March 31, 2007;

8. Minister of Information and Broadcasting for the Financial Year ended March
31, 2007.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please table the Reports, Honourable
Minister. Notice of Questions? I recognise Honourable Tjombe.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 30:

HON TJOMBE: Deputy Speaker, I give Notice that on Thursday, the 12th of
March, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Regional and Local Government,
Housing and Rural Development:

Honourable Minister, Clause 7(2) of the Local Authorities Act (Act 24 of 1992)
is very clear and I quote: “That a staff member of a Local Authority Council may
accept nomination as a candidate for election as a Councillor and if the staff
member is elected as a Councillor, the staff member is deemed to have resigned
from the service of the Local Authority Council with effect from the date of
election.”

In terms of Sub-clause (4), does this Clause mean that even a Permanent
Secretary or any high-ranking remunerated Public Service member can become a
Local Authority Councillor without taking leave of absence from his or her office
or even resigning from his or her position?
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QUESTION 31:

HON TJOMBE: I give Notice that on Thursday, 12 of March, I shall ask the
Honourable Minister of Works and Transport:

1. Is the Honourable Minister conscious of the fact that the passenger train
services from Kranzberg in Erongo Region to the North, from Keetmanshoop
to Upington and also from Windhoek to Gobabis is not in operation?

2. Honourable Minister, what caused the closure of these services, as railways
were regarded as one of the most convenient and safest methods of
transportation?

3. Is the Minister cognisant of the fact that the cargo and passengers which were
transported by train are now transported by road by private transporters and
taxis? What effect does this shift in transportation have on the safety of road
users in general and the wear and tear of the road, in particular?

4. Is there any hope in the near future that these bus and railway services which
had been closed down after Independence will ever be reopened for the
benefit of Namibia and its people?

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Table the Questions. Notice of Questions?
Notice of Motions? Ministerial Statements? Honourable Ndaitwah.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM: Thank you,
Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members. As we all know, Namibia
has received unprecedented rain this year and all parts of the country have
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received above average rainfall. Of course, there is enough water for both
humans and animals and the country is green and beautiful and the animals look
healthy and a combination of all these makes Namibia a perfect object of
satisfaction.

Notwithstanding the above, the rain has brought about a number of negative
consequences. It has destroyed the properties and infrastructure, some areas have
been flooded and rendered impassable. In some parts of the country, especially in
the northern area, houses have been destroyed and services disrupted. The
prospect of good harvest is becoming gloomy as the days pass. The situation has
become a health hazard.

The heavy rains have also affected some parts of the protected areas, notably the
Etosha National Park, negatively. Some of the roads to Etosha National Park had
been rendered dangerous by the rain. In this regard, I announce to the public that
King Nehale Gate at the Etosha National Park have been closed to the public with
immediate effect until further notice.

I further wish to warn tourists and anyone visiting the Park not to go into
unauthorised roads within the Park. We had an incident this week when tourists
used an unauthorised road in the Etosha National Park and got stuck on the road
for three days. The Ministry of Environment and Tourism had to use a plane to
locate them and use a helicopter to evacuate them to safety.

Finally, I want to assure the public that to date it is safe to visit the Park, only that
we must all comply with the Park regulations and the signs that you find in the
Park. I hope the public will cooperate with us to make sure that we enjoy the
Park as we have been enjoying over the years. I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much, Honourable Minister.
Any questions? The First Notice of Motion is the one by Honourable Dienda.
Does the Honourable Member Move the Motion?

MOTION OF IMPACT OF HIV/AIDS ON
FOOD SECURITY FOR PEOPLE ON ARV TREATMENT
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HON DIENDA: I Move the Motion.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any objection? Who seconds? Agreed to.
Honourable Dienda has the Floor.

HON DIENDA: Thank you, Honourable Deputy Speaker. Honourable Deputy
Speaker, Honourable Members, I recently attended a workshop conducted for all
women who are HIV/AIDS positive, coming from all 13 Regions of Namibia.
What was clear was that these women appreciated all the information on
empowerment that they got from both the Government and the private sector that
deal with HIV/AIDS matters.

Although so much is said about the policies of the Government, food security for
those who are on treatment was one of the biggest problems facing the affected
and unaffected ones. So many of our resources are being used on T-shirts, on
caps, bags, hotel accommodation, just to mention a few. According to the Global
Fund’s statistics on Namibia, HIV/AIDS prevalence for adults stands at 15.3%,
the youth included. People living with HIV/AIDS are 200,000, orphans are
66,000 and people who are on ARV treatment stand at 52,000. The Global Fund
has a programme for funding HIV/AIDS in Namibia. (Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I have only a small request. She mentioned
the statistics and if she could just repeat them again.

HON DIENDA: According to the Global Fund statistics on Namibia,
HIV/AIDS prevalence for adults stands at 15.3%, people living with HIV/AIDS
on 200,000, orphans 66,000, people receiving ARV treatment on 52,000 and the
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Global Fund has a programme for funding HIV/AIDS in Namibia, which is
running since January 2005 and will end on the 31st of December 2009.

Out of this funding, 4% goes to the people living with the disease, 16% for the
Ministry of Health, 21% for other Ministries, 15% for NGOs or community-based
organisations, 6% for the private sector, 4% for others, like the Red Cross, 5% for
academic educational organisations, 5% for religious or faithful groups.

Honourable Members, I hope that you can see why I do have a concern about this
matter. I am fully aware that donors decided on what they want to fund without
realising the challenges countries are facing. I would, therefore, like to highlight
and give some information on some of the issues of concern.

The 2001/2003 southern African food crisis and recent global food crisis had
generated the following questions and challenges: How does HIV/AIDS
contribute to food crisis and vice versa? What does this imply for the type of
effective responses that are required?

The HIV/AIDS pandemic is a global crisis with consequences that will be felt for
decades to come. Close to 34 million people are currently infected with the virus,
including more than 25 million from sub-Saharan Africa, which is the Region
with the highest rate of HIV/AIDS infections in the world and among the highest
rates of poverty and malnutrition.

Many studies in sub-Saharan Africa, particularly over the years, show the
vulnerability of subsistence agriculture to the impacts of AIDS, as it is the main
source of food for the majority of the people in this part of the world. Again,
food and nutrition security is fundamentally important to the prevention, care,
treatment and mitigation of HIV/AIDS. Food insecurity and malnutrition raise
the risk for HIV/AIDS exposure and infection. A programme of care without a
nutritional component lacks efficacy and anti-retroviral drugs treatment may be
compromised by malnutrition.

About half of the population of Namibia depends on agriculture for its livelihood.
We have one of the highest rates of income inequality in the world. The impact
of HIV/AIDS on agriculture differs by community and household in type and in
degree. The nature of severity of the impact often depends on the age, the gender
and the position of the deceased in the household.
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What impact does HIV/AIDS have on food security? Declining agricultural
productivity, the affected households increase, food insecurity and deepens
poverty as it also decreases the community income. It increases reliance on
community willingness to support educational and nutritional needs of orphaned
children. Poor nutrition implies reduced quality and quantity of dietary intake.
Food insecurity and malnutrition may lead to the spread of HIV/AIDS both by
increasing people’s exposure to the virus due to misbehaviour, being less able to
act on the knowledge of the risk to minimise HIV exposure through transactional
sex.

Good nutrition is important for the well-being of sick family members and
caregivers, but that seems to be unachievable for most affected communities with
today’s escalating food prices. Malnutrition among pregnant women may
increase vertical transmission rates as these mothers may present low immunity
as a consequence of poor nutrition intake. Malnutrition also weakens the immune
system and increases the risk of ill-health.

Proposed action plans, what can Parliament do? Prevention, care, treatment and
mitigation should remain the building blocks of a comprehensive approach to the
combating of HIV/AIDS. Mitigation cannot succeed to be preventive in dealing
with risk associated with patients on ARV treatment. Indicators and monitoring
systems need to be put in place to track the effectiveness of our policies and
programmes aimed at responding to the interaction of HIV/AIDS with food and
nutrition insecurity. (Interjection). At least I can access the Internet, you do not
even know how to open it.

In order to define the consequences of the HIV/AIDS pandemic in relation to
food and nutrition supply and clearly map out ways that can facilitate effective
action, efforts from different individual household members to national policy-
makers. By mainstreaming HIV/AIDS into food and nutrition policy, we can
accumulate evidence of what works under what conditions.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, a lot of people who are on
ARV treatment cannot take the medicine due to the unavailability of food, which
may lead to default. This can be prevented.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members, I would like to urge the ‘Son
of the Nation’ not to make my Motion a political Motion, but to see it as our
responsibility for nation building. I thank you.
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Any further
discussion? Right Honourable Prime Minister.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Comrade Deputy Speaker. I am
rising to thank Honourable Dienda for a well thought-out statement and also for
raising this issue in this august House. She has made a number of important
points and I want to expand on some of them.

HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment, HIV/AIDS and productivity, anti-retroviral
therapy and nutrition are very important issues which have been raised.

You quoted the figures provided by the Global Fund, that it is estimated that there
are some 200,000 Namibians living with HIV/AIDS, but out of that figure it is
only 52,000 who are actually on Anti-Retroviral Therapy. That begs a question:
I am not quite sure whether the programme is not reaching many more people
because of lack of infrastructure intended for the distribution of the medicines or
because of the blood count. Perhaps those are technical questions, but the point is
very clear that 52,000 out of 200,000 is a small figure.

Namibia is said to be one of a few countries who have rolled out Anti-Retroviral
Therapy, but those statistics show that more must be done. That figure is too low
if we are going to prolong and save the lives of 200,000 affected people. Perhaps
that is a challenge for all of us as leaders to see whether in our communities we
can encourage those affected to seek treatment or perhaps to find out within our
communities whether in fact there is no infrastructure to assist our fellow citizens.
It is really a big challenge.

I am not quite sure whether HIV/AIDS, in relation to productivity, whether in
agriculture, whether in other sectors, has been properly documented, but I know
that at least in the education sector they have mechanisms to monitor, especially
teacher absenteeism because of HIV/AIDS, but perhaps there is a need to
properly look at this in the broader economic sector, including the agriculture
sector, and document the impact on the economy and perhaps the National
Planning Commission should be asked to actually conduct a survey in this regard,
industry by industry, so that we are able to appreciate the challenge posed by
HIV/AIDS to our economy.
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However, I want to highlight two issues which are very important and
Honourable Dienda perhaps did not think of them. You talked about the Global
Fund, yes we have been benefiting from the Global Fund up to perhaps this year.
Unfortunately Namibia was not successful during the Eighth Round to be
considered by the Global Fund and this situation, coupled with the economic
shock meted out by the global financial instability, will definitely have
consequences for Namibia. For example, because of the lack of effective demand
for some of our products, like copper and diamonds and perhaps some other
things, our economy is likely to shrink. Perhaps we are not going to derive
income from those products, which means that there will not be much money to
go around to replace the money we normally received from the Global Fund.
Therefore, the impact of that is very serious, Honourable Dienda. The fact that
we are not benefiting from the Global Fund and this economic shock is an issue
which needs to be taken into consideration.

Besides that, in terms of nutrition, the floods which have ravaged part of our
country, unfortunately the most populous part, will have consequences for food
production. Fields are now flooded and crops are wilting. Therefore, there will
be a significant reduction in output especially for the subsistence farmers. That
will impact even more negatively on nutrition, especially thinking about people
who are on Anti-Retroviral Therapy.

Right now I know that one of the popular programmes Honourable Dienda listens
to is our Oshiwambo programme. Right now that programme is just full of
people complaining, being stranded, not able to reach clinics to collect their
medicines. In fact, right now the Police, the Army and the Air Force are hopping
from clinic to clinic, dropping medicines and people have difficulties to cross the
Oshanas even to go to those clinics near them, which means that some of those
who are on Anti-Retroviral Therapy might not be receiving their treatment and
we know that if you skip the treatment, then your body becomes resistant to Anti-
Retroviral Therapy. You cannot stop and then start again, you have to do it
continuously.

Therefore we have all those challenges with regard to this national challenge and
I am happy that for once Dr Dienda has decided to take up the example of late
Gertze who on behalf of CoD raised very important issues and I want to
congratulate her for that. Please keep it on that level, we are together with you on
that one. Thank you.
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Venaani.

HON VENAANI: Thank you very much, Honourable Deputy Speaker.
Honourable Deputy Speaker, I rise to wholeheartedly support the Motion as
moved by Honourable Dienda and thank her for the very important issue that she
has raised and I want to join the chorus of the Prime Minister in thanking her for
bringing this Motion to this House. It is one of those issues that we hardly debate
and talk about, but it is one of those important issues that we ought to talk about
more often in the interest of our citizenry.

The problem that we have with the HIV/AIDS pandemic is the statistics given,
because I am talking from my cultural background. I also wonder whether we are
really talking about 200,000 citizens that are affected by this pandemic, because I
know there are people who have dogmatic attitudes towards this disease, that
would tell you, “I drink Omaere and I am immune to this disease, and they do not
even go to be tested. Sometimes when they come at a doctor for another disease
and asked that blood be drawn to be tested, they will totally refuse and leave the
hospital.

Therefore, the first question I have, and probably those who are well-informed on
the topic can tell us, is: Are these statistics reflecting the true impact of this
disease on our society? I believe in my heart that we have many Namibians who
either do not care or are afraid to be tested to know their status.

The important issue that she raised is the impact of the disease on the economy in
general, both food security, agriculture, mines and everything. If you look at a
country such as Swaziland, in 2003, 2004, 79% of the people in a particular
village who were supposed to cultivate the land were ailing people and there were
no people who were able to cultivate the land because everybody was too weak to
do that and the whole village had to depend on Government aid just because no
person could cultivate.

The million dollar issue is that we are rolling out the Anti-Retroviral drugs to our
communities. 52,000 is a good start, but we have 200,000 people who are not on
this programme and you wonder where these people are, because the more they
are not on these drugs, the lesser they are going to live.
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Coupled to the Anti-Retroviral drugs is the question of a nutritional diet and it is
perhaps one way that we as a country can create more employment, namely by
creating hothouse tunnel plantations. For example, we can invest in a hothouse
project in Linyanti with a population of around 15,000 people, to grow certain
nutritional vegetables and fruit for these people and you make sure that you link
that hothouse to a particular clinic in that area that would be able to monitor the
diets of the people. I see no way out than a situation of self-reliance. If it is
Onyaanya, let us get two hothouses for Onyaanya and address the nutritional diet
for our people. I think Government can play a bigger role in setting up some of
these hothouses and tunnel plantations that would be able to help our people.

We have a serious problem. How do we convince our citizenry to be tested? A
person will tell you, “my son, I am seventy years old, I have lived a good life,
what is the point of being tested?” Yesterday I was reading an article in one of
the magazines where a person from Nelspruit in South Africa has lived with
HIV/AIDS for the last 28 years and that was only guaranteed by a proper
nutritional diet together with Anti-Retroviral drugs. If you can extend the lives of
Namibians for 28 years, then the economy would still grow, these people will still
be able to grow the economy. The problem however is that we are giving the
drugs to the people and they do not have the food. It is a question that all of us
should reflect upon and the Ministry of Agriculture should really do something in
making sure that we have a particular programme for food security, to make sure
that every two or three villages would have a plantation that would be able to feed
that village. These things will be sold to the hospitals, but the Government
should try to raise resources to finance the nutritional diets for our people.

In conclusion, I really want to thank you for what you have done, it is a very
important topic and it is important that all of us should reflect and try to address
this problem, because it is a dire situation and if we do not address it, our
economy will not grow as anticipated and our people will not get the benefits we
want them to get. I support the Motion.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I thank you very much and I now call on the
Honourable Minister of Justice.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Thank you, Honourable Deputy Speaker. I
would like to join the Right Honourable Prime Minister and Honourable Venaani
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in congratulating Honourable Dienda for raising this very important subject
matter at this national forum where we ought to pay attention to some of these
critical issues.

The Motion of Honourable Dienda is timely due to the fact that all the attention
of the Government, including the Ministry of Health and Social Services, is
geared towards finding a solution for particularly those who are afflicted during
this time of catastrophe affecting some of our Regions.

Yesterday I listened to a special programme on NBC Radio designed to inform
the public as to what is happening in those areas affected by the floods. The
journalist who was running this programme was apparently going around with the
helicopter where certain supplies and medicines are being distributed to various
clinics and communities. One of the important issues she raised was the question
of the HIV/AIDS infected persons. Most of them are unable to collect their
medication from clinics and hospitals because they cannot reach there due to the
water. Most of them have run out of food supplies because of the water situation
and what compounds that is what the Prime Minister has just mentioned, the fact
that the Global Fund did not approve our appeal for extension. This will really
adversely affect this category of our citizens. The food supplies are running out
and the ability of the communities to produce their own food should really
become a cause for concern.

As this journalist was relating her findings yesterday, I was asking myself as to
what the Ministry of Health is planning to do, particularly to this category of our
citizens and, therefore, the Motion of the Honourable Member is just not enough
to call on Parliament to debate this issue, particularly at this particular moment.
We need to do something concrete. We are debating without having the facts at
hand.

The Honourable Member enumerated the statistics, but that was yesterday, the
situation today has changed completely. We are talking about people who are
stranded and imagine, when Ohangwena, Omusati, Oshana Regions are affected
food-wise and looking at the population density – (Oshikoto is only partly
affected because of the nature of the terrain) – we are talking about the area that
normally depends on itself for food. As we are speaking the rainy season is
coming to an end and even if it does not rain any longer, the water that is standing
in the
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mahangu fields will prevent farmers from planting anything. The rainy season
probably ends around May and the fields would still be under water.

I do not know what the Office of the Prime Minister is planning particularly for
this category of persons. I know there emergency food is being distributed to the
community affected by drought, but this category of persons is more affected than
anybody else, because they cannot take their medication without food. Maybe
the healthy ones can afford to skip lunch or breakfast or dinner, but these ones
must consistently have something in their stomachs. Therefore, the question is
what can we recommend as Parliament? Can we assign a Committee of persons
to go and find out the facts on the ground or probably the Right Honourable
Prime Minister will be able to give us the facts so that we do something as
Parliament. It is not enough just to say Government, although Government is part
and parcel of this body by way of Ministers being part of Parliament, but what is
it that Parliament as one organ of the State can do other than just to debate?
Debate is not enough, the situation calls for concrete actions.

Therefore, Comrade Deputy Speaker, I welcome this Motion and thank the
Honourable Member who raised the issue, but I only appeal that we do something
concrete to show our concern for this particular category of our citizens. I
support the Motion. Thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable
Schimming-Chase.

HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: Thank you, Honourable Deputy Speaker.
Honourable Deputy Speaker, it goes without saying that I heartily support this
Motion and I join all those who spoke before me in congratulating Honourable
Dienda for bringing this Motion timeously into this House. It will be very
difficult not to repeat what has been said, but I think what is crucial to note is the
bad news that the Right Honourable Prime Minister brought. The Global Fund is
no longer going to fund us, therefore we have to find somewhere else to get
funds.
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However, what makes the situation even worse is that over and above the
availability or not of moneys from the Global Fund, we are facing a worldwide
economic recession and we can anticipate that even our regular donors will be
limiting what and how much they are going to donate in the foreseeable future.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, what we are facing now is not something that is
going to be solved overnight, it is being discussed in all platforms of the world,
namely the effect that climate change has on our world today and you do not need
to be a scientist to know that climate change may also be responsible for the
problems and the floods we are experiencing now. Therefore, it is incumbent
upon us not only to look at patchwork solutions for the crisis now, but over and
above that to seriously think about creating – I will not call it a Committee,
because I believe God so loved the world that he did not send a Committee, He
sent his Son – but we need to place it within the Government and all its platforms
where this issue can be discussed long term, how will it affect Namibia, how
must we change our behaviour.

It is true as the Right Honourable Prime Minister and all three speakers have said,
we may not even be able to plant now, but we will also not have the food. Maybe
it is high time that we make the paradigm shift in our deliberations and adopt
what has come from China many years ago, that it has become high time for us to
teach people how to fish instead of giving them fish.

I am well aware of the fact that many people under ARV treatment are too weak
to plant for themselves, but we have many young unemployed people throughout
the country. Maybe it is time that we start thinking of encouraging them to help
those who cannot help themselves.

I recall that during the liberation struggle there was a project called, “planting
food in times of drought” and Honourable Konjore was one of the most
successful implementers, where in every backyard you could plant enough in
order to sustain the family throughout the year and what is most necessary are
those fresh fruits and vegetables that you can even have in a small back garden.
Maybe we should reactivate this type of thing.

If you travel, like we do with our Standing Committee, you visit prisons, police
cells and military installations. Nothing is being planted there with a very few
notable exceptions. You see prisoners just sitting in the sun, even members of the
military. If we as a Nation can start and use even our army to plant so that at
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least the soldiers themselves can start eating healthy food, get up and pick up our
picks and shovels, because it is true what is being said, once ARV treatment is
interrupted, you will have to start again and ARV treatment is expensive and I am
sure the Honourable Minister of Health will tell us that it is much more expensive
to restart ARV treatment of people who have already been on treatment, quite
apart from the medical effects that it has. I would say it will cost us more than if
we sit down now and decide how to get those ARV medicines to the people who
need them. It will be much cheaper in the end.

As I said before, we need to look at immediate solutions to the problem or
alleviation of the difficulties, but we should also have to plan for the medium and
long term in anticipation of what is indeed going to continue as a result of climate
change and its effects.

Climate change is real, it is going to stay with us and I would really like to
strengthen the proposal by the Honourable Minister of Justice. In this Debate we
need to take concrete, immediate action because debate without action is not
going to solve the problem. Maybe we should move from thinking that by simply
debating issues and referring it to a Standing Committee we have done our job. I
think this must be an action orientated Debate which will result in
implementation and I am happy to announce that the Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security was looking at this issue this morning and
a decision was taken to try and to have a Round Table discussion with the
affected Ministries to see what can be done immediately, medium term and long
term and I would like to support that. If it is a Motion on the part of the
Honourable Minister of Justice, I would like to second that Motion.

However, Colleagues, I really believe we should not leave here at the end of this
Debate without having established solutions which are lasting and which will
alleviate the problem. (Intervention)

HON VENAANI: May I ask a question? Honourable Schimming-Chase, I am
terribly sorry to disturb your very good statement, but there is one part that I
forgot to address. How do we address the stereotype of this disease? Could you,
as an old horse of this House, reflect on how we treat people with HIV/AIDS in
this country?



171

04 March 2009 IMPACT OF HIV/AIDS ON FOOD SECURITY
HON SCHIMMING-CHASE

HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: I must commend the Ministry of Health,
because the Ministry of Health has been doing awareness building over and over
again and also on the question of voluntary testing. However, I believe the
greatest impact will be made when the role models and the leaders of this country
show their involvement. If we all decide we will mix with people who are HIV
positive and show that these people can have a long life and be useful citizens,
people will follow. If we show that we are implementing many of the protocols
and the SADC Parliamentary Forum HIV/AIDS Desk has done immense work in
this regard. We need to make this public.

We now have a case of a woman who is dying of cancer in England and she
participated in Big Brother. She has made a point of dying publicly, to show the
world that cervical cancer is treatable and the statistics in Britain have shown that
the number of women who have now gone for their regular tests for cervical
cancer has increased fifty, sixty-fold, because this is a public figure that has come
up and spoke about it. This is what we need to do, we no longer need to hide that
our country and our Region are threatened. We can take a good example from
the former President of Botswana who made this a political and economic priority
and put so much money into research, sharing of information and even after
leaving the presidency, has now created a Committee of former Heads of State
and important African Statespersons who are now working specifically on this.
We can participate in that because we have people who can contribute, who may
no longer be in Parliament, but who are out there and I am sure would be happy
to contribute.

I hope I have answered the question and I support the Motion. Thank you.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:15 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Mudge.
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HON MUDGE: Honourable Deputy Speaker, I will be brief, I want to give
other people a chance. I would like to start by congratulating Honourable Dienda
with this Motion. This is an important issue that has been discussed in this
country for a very long time and I want to touch on a few serious issues and
problems.

One of the issues that I think need to be addressed is the lack of hospices for
those people who are terminally ill and need to be treated in a humane way and to
be cared for properly, to get proper food on a daily basis, to be washed, clothed
and to spend their last days under decent circumstances and also to enable the
Ministry of Health to utilise hospital rooms for other patients who also need to be
hospitalised.

We all know that one of the more important issues, if not the most important, is
that of those who are receiving this anti-retroviral medication and it has been
mentioned that they need proper and nutritious food. The alarming situation for
me is, according to the statistics – and that was not really mentioned – the number
of children affected. We know that when a mother is affected, then the child will
have to come off breastfeeding as quickly as possible and then that child needs to
have Formula milk and milk is very expensive. Also those young children who
have been treated successfully need to have proper and nutritious food for the
medication to be effective. We have to find a solution and find those who could
really make a contribution.

The problem in Namibia is that there are literally hundreds of companies and
organisations registered to be involved in HIV/AIDS programmes. We are aware
of the fact that a lot of these companies and organisation are not doing what they
are supposed to do. They are getting aid from foreign donors and NGOs and in
the end the only people who benefit are they themselves and their families and
very little money gets down to where it is supposed to be.

I want to make a suggestion, that the Government first investigates every single
organisation that has been registered to be involved with these HIV/AIDS
programmes throughout the country to see what contribution they have made up
to now and to deregister those who are not really making a contribution. I am
fully aware of certain organisations who are doing a mammoth job to help solve
this problem, sometimes to the detriment of their own families and themselves.
Then I also suggest that should we succeed to investigate all these fly-by-nights,
we will for sure create more credibility amongst the foreign countries and foreign
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donors and we have to ensure that the millions currently available, because there
are millions of dollars currently available for HIV/AIDS programmes, will be
used wisely and effectively. However, in order for us to be able to act properly
and successfully, we need to have up-to-date statistics, first to determine the cost
and to budget properly and then to work out a strategy and programmes that can
be successfully implemented.

I again want to congratulate Honourable Dienda and I fully support this Motion.
Thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Chief
Riruako.

HON RIRUAKO: What was said is so good and I hope it is really going to be
implemented. We are talking about an issue which we are not concerned about.
HIV/AIDS affected people are not likable, you do not like to have them in your
houses. I am sorry to say this. You do not want them to sit next to you. You do
not treat them like your fellow human beings, you would rather prefer them to be
outside your own yard. That is the attitude. How can you sympathise with
somebody else if you do not want to sit next to him? I do not want to lie, most of
our politicians are liars. (Interjection). I withdraw that, but the label will be
there. We are big liars and when we kill fifty people, we say 500 people are
killed. It is a lie, 450 are alive.

That is how politicians lie. It is a habit of the day. If we are talking as if we are
sympathising with HIV/AIDS affected people, we will lie.
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Chief, that word “lie” should not
be used.

HON RIRUAKO: I withdraw again. Do not do it, you do that to me, but God
will watch you. You do not have to lie before God, everything you do is in your
own secrecy, you deceive yourself. The time will come when you will be
punished without mercy.

These people are human beings like you and they are affected and for that matter,
we are supposed to know it happened to my kin, it will happen to my own son
and daughter. You bury them with agony. Bury every man and woman with
mercy, it is a sickness among all of us. What happened to him today will happen
to you tomorrow. Talking about an issue which you are not confident about is
not fair. You can open your eyes twice, as you are doing now, but put this in
your heart. HIV/AIDS affected people must be taken care of like every human
being and they did not commit a crime and you are just lucky. You are not
somebody special. Bear that in mind, you are not special. You did not take care
of yourself, but it is the mercy of God who took care of you. Do not praise
yourself as if you are something unusual. That is the habit you have. Nobody is
different from the other, we are the same, it will come to you or to me. How must
the affected people feel? But you are happy with this life, that is the attitude you
have.

All of us run around behind women. All of us run around behind men. We were
fortunate because when we were running around, this disease was not on the
scene. We have committed the very same crime. Now let us look one another in
the eyes with respect. Nobody will be left aside, if you misbehave you will get it.
If you think you can take care of yourself in a proper way, you will get it. Stick
to one woman or to one man or you use condoms, it is okay, but watch it, one day
that condom will not be safe. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: What about the church that is against that?
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HON RIRUAKO: The church is just the same, we have the kind of priests who
do this, Catholic priests, I am sorry about that. (Interjection). Abstention, I do
not know who is abstaining, even the Catholics are not abstaining. Sorry, I do not
want to touch anybody else; I want to touch what is happening here.
(Interjection)

HON MEMBER: Abstention is the only solution.

HON RIRUAKO: You cannot, you are not halfway man, halfway is something
else, you cannot. (Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF YOUTH, NATIONAL SERVICE, SPORT AND
CULTURE: Honourable Deputy Speaker, on a Point of Order. I would like the
Honourable Chief to withdraw what he said about the Catholic priests. The point
is, the Catholic priests are not here to defend themselves.

HON RIRUAKO: There is one there.

HON MINISTER OF YOUTH, NATIONAL SERVICE, SPORT AND
CULTURE: After all, we are discussing a serious problem in our country and
the world over and there is no need for us to personalise or to try and blackmail
others. Honourable Chief, with all due respect, I also do not want to indulge in
accusations and counter-accusations, so if the Chief could just withdraw that one
about the Catholic priests and continue with his contribution.

HON RIRUAKO: We have someone representing the Catholic priests.
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Chief, I think what you should maybe do is to
generalise instead of …(Intervention)

HON RIRUAKO: I generalise everything and I have no problem.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: You mentioned a special case of a priest.

HON RIRUAKO: A priest? Yesterday I read about it, that particular person
was punished. It is publicly exposed.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, let us come back to the topic, HIV/AIDS.

HON RIRUAKO: I am now talking about HIV/AIDS.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, food security.

HON MINISTER OF YOUTH, NATIONAL SERVICE, SPORT AND
CULTURE: Once again, Honourable Deputy Speaker, with all due respect, if
someone was punished in Court, whatever he or she did, that is it and you said
you read in the paper about the priest who was punished or who was in Court,
that was a court case. However, we are discussing here in Parliament a global
and national issue. Why should we now become personal about that particular
Catholic priest? I really register my serious opposition to that statement and
request the Chief, with due respect, to please withdraw what he said to try and
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justify what he said. This is unfair and I think the Rules of Parliament do not
allow us to discuss people who are not in the House to defend themselves here. If
we talk about each other, we have the chance to defend and counter whatever is
said, but it is unparliamentary to discuss people who are not here and it is against
the Rules. I register my opposition to that.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Chief, withdraw that.

HON RIRUAKO: I withdraw that topic, but rape is rape.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Chief, I want you to withdraw
that statement.

HON RIRUAKO: I withdraw. Now let us talk about what happened.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Did you withdraw?

HON RIRUAKO: I withdrew that portion, but the portion of rape, I say
HIV/AIDS is brought by the rapists and who are they? All of them are the same.
He must be brought before the Court and be punished according to the judgment
of the Court.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, that is the way it is. There must be a law and the
law must be maintained and protected. We are here for that, but this law is not
applicable only to certain people and not to other people, we are all equal before
God’s eyes. We cannot destroy this habit without mentioning all these. The
habits and behaviour of men are so cruel and unsympathetic.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Some men.
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HON RIRUAKO: I say “men”, not “some men”.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: All of them?

HON RIRUAKO: I cannot rule that out, we are human beings, men. Men and
women.

HON MOONGO: May I ask a question? I do not want to defend the Chief,
but I would only like to say that it is a habit that when a woman commits a crime,
the majority of women do not want us to talk about it, but when a man does it,
when a priest does something nobody must talk about it. When a Minister does
something, nobody must talk about it. What is this? Where are going to?

HON RIRUAKO: I honour your way of putting it and I honour your Point of
Order.

HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: On a Point of Information. I think that the
appeal was clear here. Maybe we should not take one church. If one wants to
talk about members of the church, let us say “leaders in churches” because it is
not confined to one church, rather than specifying it.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: We are not addressing the church here, let us
come back to the topic.



179

04 March 2009 IMPACT OF HIV/AIDS ON FOOD SECURITY
HON RIRUAKO

HON RIRUAKO: The topic is HIV/AIDS and we are supposed to guide the
Nation to behave. We are misbehaving, but we are the guides of the Nation and
for that matter, we ought to be taught, not punished. We do not talk about the
issue, we are not respecting the people who are affected, they must be left and we
are supposed to follow what we are supposed to say and we are entitled to that,
without mercy.

We cannot take this habit out of our minds without a firm warning and this
warning is to me and to you, it is not only for some people and not for other
people. All of us belong to the same tree and if that tree is affected, the whole
tree is sick. (Interjection). The tree is part of you and me and you cannot run
away from that fact of life. Let us face it, it is a reality. We cannot chase our
children out of our houses because they are affected. We did not do our job
properly for them to avoid being affected, it is our own fault and we are supposed
to take care of those who are affected. It is as simple as that! Think about
yourself, think about your surroundings, it is part of you. I am not here to play
games and to joke, I am quite serious and every word I use has some effect on
other people’s minds. If not, I will ask God to help me. For that matter, we are
supposed to raise it in our minds and in our surroundings with firm positions and
we must also attach ourselves to that. Our hearts, our thinking, our operations
have to be in the same direction, but not to turn against one another, why do you
say this or that.

Please, let us think about this, do not chase your own children because they are
affected, do not chase your own nephews because they are affected. I know that
what I am saying is not good for the people who are surviving, but it has to be
said. There is no way out, let us face it jointly but not with disgust. Those are the
words, that is the warning. I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. I recognise Minister Nicky
Iyambo.
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HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY: Thank you very much,
Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members. I rise to agree with those
Honourable Members who earlier on agreed with Honourable Dienda on the
impact of HIV/AIDS on food security, particularly on those people who are under
ARV treatment.

The Right Honourable Prime Minister spoke about a concern about the number of
people who are under treatment, whether that reflects the reality of the situation
on the ground, but in a large measure he also gave the answer to say that perhaps
the number is so small because of the viral loads themselves that determine who
should be on the treatment and who should not and when. I think to a large
measure that is the answer, Honourable Prime Minister.

However, the issue is very serious in the sense that Honourable Venaani tried to
say what is the impact in the magnitude of HIV/AIDS in our communities out
there, because obviously I think he was referring to the openness of people
coming out to say: “yes, I am infected, I have a health problem and therefore,
let me go and seek help” and when he or she is tested, he or she will reveal. I
think in most cases members of our communities do not reveal and that is a
problem.

I want to link that to the point that our communities, at the level where they are,
and perhaps it is there where we can also use our influence, is the traditional
belief that when something goes wrong, somehow you must be bewitched by
somebody and, therefore, you go to the Sangoma, the Traditional Healers.
Normally when you go to those people, they will never miss the diagnosis, they
will never say, “I cannot find what is wrong with you” or “I cannot treat what
you are suffering from.” They will always be able to do it and you hear the long
stories of particularly men making their wives suffer.

Men will go to these Sangomas, the Sangoma will say, “come in the evening.”
The man goes there in the evening, he stays until maybe eleven, twelve, he gives
him some concoctions and then he says, “now go home, but I will tell you, the
one who has bewitched you is the one who is going to talk to you first. From
now on, when you go from my house and somebody talks to you, it is that one.”
You can imagine that when this husband goes home, who is first going to say,
“have you come back?” It is the wife. Then he thinks apparently it is Maria.
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From there onwards that household is in trouble, because he will go and tell his
relatives what Maria has done or in the worst case scenario, Maria is beaten to
death. Then when this man dies, Maria and her children’s lives are made a living
hell by the family and that thing is popular in the black community. It is
Unfortunate, but that is really what is happening and that makes women suffer as
we sit here in this House.

If these things can be denounced to the point that it should not be practised that
way and Honourable Chief Riruako and your Colleagues, you have a great role to
play there, because these people will understand you. (Intervention)

HON RIRUAKO: I am not going to deny what you are saying, but can you
please ask the healing people or Sangomas who confuse you and confuse the
whole Nation because of the intolerance of certain people. This confusion comes
from where? From the healing people who confuse the whole Nation and you
yourself go to the healing people to indoctrinate your Prime Minister to think
alike.

HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY: Honourable Deputy
Speaker, Honourable Members, there is one way for us to help our people and our
communities in this particular issue of HIV/AIDS. It was in the newspapers that
the Community Courts will see the light of the day the next Financial Year and I
think one way for our Traditional Leaders to use their authority and the
instruments that they will have through the Courts and otherwise is to try to
impact a sense of understanding in our communities at large and one element in
that respect will be to try to rid people of incriminating others unnecessarily and
unscientifically, because that is one of the problems.

Therefore, Honourable Chief and Honourable Members, I want to say that if a
woman is labelled to be the one bewitching her husband and probably the
neighbours, what would happen is that her children also suffer and that is why
some of these community members have been chased from their houses. It is
because of a particular element they have, now they are known to be bewitching
others and they suffer the consequences, they are being chased around without
people really having a scientific basis for these things. (Intervention)
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HON RIRUAKO: We try our best to tell them where they are wrong, even
those who say they have been bewitched by so and so. We have some scientific
investigations which is not known to everybody. I may say they are not asking
questions from you, they are asking questions from the intestines of the sheep or
goat and that can lead them to the discovery of what a human does without their
knowledge. That vision will come and they read that. They are so aware of
everything that is going on around them and they had this kind of knowledge
before doctors came on the scene and we were guided by these kinds of remedies.
You can relate yourself to them if you want to. If you really try you can see. If
you are behind the scene, you cannot even know who bewitched you. I cannot
even tell him.

Everything was not done yesterday, God let the people know what is going on
around them and He guides them and one day I can invite my doctor to a place
where he is going to observe these operations himself and then he will have to
come back to this House to report it, not me. That is the guidance, we cannot do
things irrelevant to the fact. I thank you.

HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY: Thank you, Honourable
Chief, I would definitely like to be invited to observe something and I will come
to tell the House what I have seen. (Intervention)

HON MOONGO: May I ask the Minister a question? He is addressing a
serious problem within the community, it is true, and the Chiefs can play a role. I
would like to know whether the Minister is aware of the Ovambo saying
“uurodhi iha u pangulua”, that nobody can judge the bewitching. Are you
aware of it? I went to the extent of looking into the law of the Ndonga tradition
and I found that bewitching was condemned on page 20 of that book and I said
this is now the page where you could quote, who say bewitching is not to be
judged? This is the page, here is the point, why do you say like that? Then they
look like this, but they say they do not know what is bewitching during night-
time. If you know, then you can probably better judge on the matter, but if you
cannot see it, it is technical. I took good advice, but I advised them to look again
at the page and those norms must be ended.
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HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY: Thank you very much,
Honourable Moongo. Let me maybe say this: I said it is more popular in the
black community, but I will tell you, the white community has the same,
absolutely the same. Over time this has now been moderated, it is not so rampant
like you have in the black community. That is the difference and I said we also
have exactly the same opportunity to work towards that kind of level of
understanding. If we want to move faster, we should use all instruments that we
have among us and since it is a traditional belief, it will have a great impact.

It was stated even in this House at when we as politicians go around addressing
meetings, we should not admit to mention the danger of HIV/AIDS among our
population and what should be done in terms of people seeking treatment and not
to be discriminated. I only want all of us to do so, but I said our Traditional
Leaders should also take that responsibility.

Finally, Honourable Dienda read the statistics. Of course, these are social
statistics, they are difficult to descant the extent to which they go. It is not
science, it is a social attitude and, therefore, I want the figures mentioned by
Honourable Dienda to be verified, if possible, hopefully by the Minister of Health
and Social Services, just for us to know the statistics of Namibia. Were those
statistics provided by our institutions or are these inflated figures? Certainly we
say the true picture could not always be hundred percent because these are social
attitudes sometimes. I would however love to hear from the Minister of Health at
one stage just to confirm to us what we are dealing with. If Honourable Dienda
would not have any objection to that, I think it would be helpful.

Otherwise, everything else that has been said in terms of what has to be done to
produce food, particularly to address the needs of our people that are HIV/AIDS
affected, as was mentioned by Honourable Nora Schimming-Chase, that we can
produce things that are body-building even in our own backyards. Certainly it
can be done. As a matter of fact, if you go to many countries in Africa, that is
what they are doing, but in Namibia the culture is one of modern market living.
You must go to the market for everything you need, with the exception of our
people in Caprivi, but I think we can improve on that. (Intervention)

HON RIRUAKO: What is with the exception of the people in Caprivi?
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HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY: Honourable Chief, the
situation is like this: We Namibians are satisfied as long as we have Oruhere no
nyama, but you must supplement it with vegetables and fruits. In Caprivi you
have relish that they produce from the soil. There is water, so to add to the meat,
you must also have vegetables and things in order to increase the nutritional
status of that Onyama that we so love. Then you may even get rid of gout and
things like that, Honourable Chief.

That on a lighter note, Honourable Members. Honourable Dienda, the Debate is
taking place at the right time, let us take it seriously to see how far we can move
with it. Thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. I recognise Honourable Anna
Bayer.

HON BAYER: Thank you, Honourable Deputy Speaker. I rise to support the
Motion of Honourable Dienda. The Honourable Prime Minister and the Minister
of Justice painted a bleak picture of what is happening in the North for which an
immediate solution must be found. However, I would like to add another
dimension to this.

Where I come from, an unnatural big number of teenage pregnancies occurred at
schools in that area. This year did not start any better.

Children aged 13 to 15 are going to be mothers. This means they are having
unprotected sex and mostly with males much older than themselves. I know for
sure that sex education is being given at schools in my area and the dangers of the
spreading of HIV/AIDS are spelled out, but still unplanned pregnancies occur
unabated.

Therefore, in this enlightened day and age a new generation of AIDS sufferers are
coming up. This is a big problem in my area. I thank you.
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Dr
Kawana.

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Thank you very much,
Honourable Deputy Speaker. I rise to support the Motion by Honourable Dienda.
It is, indeed, one of those rare occasions that the Ruling Party is almost
unanimous in supporting a Motion that is tabled by a Minority Party. This
confirms that as long as the Opposition Parties bring Motions of national interest
in this House, there will always be unanimity, unlike some of the Motions which
are politically biased, political propaganda… (Intervention)

HON RIRUAKO: I hope this is going to be a taboo in this House. Some of the
Motions had nothing to do with political motives, but national interest that
touches everybody who are sitting here, but there is a habit that if it is coming
from other people, it is just nothing. You can bring good Motions to this House,
we are going to accept without even saying no, it depends on the person who
brought the Motion, the individual. That is not the way it is supposed to be. I
thank you.

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Thank you very much,
Honourable Deputy Speaker. As I said, the SWAPO Party, being the most
democratic Party in this country, which has the welfare of our Nation at heart,
will always find common ground on issues of national interest, particularly those
which affect the welfare of our Nation and particularly this Motion today is one
of those.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, our citizens on ARV treatment deserve support
from all of us. After all, they are our neighbours, they are our relatives and,
indeed, our fellow citizens and as such I do not think there is anybody who would
oppose this Motion. At the moment I am informed that food is being made
available by our Government to some of our citizens who are on ARV treatment,
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but I am told that it is only those with a certain blood count and above a certain
threshold they do not qualify to get food, but I will go along with Honourable
Dienda and other Members who have spoken before me to support the move,
resources permitting, to extend that support to our citizens in need who are on
ARV treatment.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, I understand that this issue is very important and let
me add to some of my concerns apart from what has been expressed by some of
the Honourable Members in this House.

There are trends by traditional healers and, indeed, I invite my fellow
Parliamentarians to read a certain weekly newspaper which will be published
tomorrow in which a whole page, sometimes even two pages are devoted to the
adverts of traditional healers, claiming to treat all sorts of diseases in this world,
including HIV/AIDS. Let me invite the Honourable Minister of Health and
Social Services, Honourable Kamwi, to look into this matter and also my dear
Colleague, the Honourable Minister of Information and Communication
Technology to educate the public about the dangers posed by some of these wild
claims by our Traditional Healers.

In addition to that I wish to bring to the attention of the Honourable Minister of
Labour and Social Welfare who heads a Cabinet Committee on social issues that I
am also concerned about some churches who advise some of our citizens to drop
this treatment and at the end of the day when problems arise, they come back for
treatment and then it is too late. I am very much worried about this and I think
Government and CCN have to look into this matter jointly and, indeed, all our
national leaders. (Intervention)

HON VENAANI: May I ask the Honourable Minister a question? Honourable
Member, are you aware that there is a Head of State on the continent of Africa
who is apparently also healing people from this disease, namely the one in
Gambia?

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: I do not want to cause a
diplomatic incident. We maintain diplomatic relations with all legitimate African
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countries and Governments, therefore with your concurrence I would like to
decline to answer that question.

I feel this issue of some churches really deserves the urgent attention of our
Government, urgent attention of our national leaders, urgent attention of those
well-meaning churches, urgent attention of the Ministry of Health and Social
Services and also maybe my dear Colleague here, the Honourable Joel Kaapanda.

Reference was made here to some of our fellow citizens who are trapped up
North because of the floods and some of them are being supported by helicopters
distributing medication. Let me point out something. Some of the Honourable
Members of this House from the Opposition have consistently been opposing the
Budget of the Ministry of Defence and now you see the advantage, because some
of those helicopters are the ones which are used to rescue our people. That is
why we say that nobody can match the vision of the SWAPO Party and we will
always put the welfare of our people first and foremost above anything else. That
is why I want to take this opportunity today to congratulate the Honourable
Minister of Defence for a job well-done up North. Our people are being rescued
by some of the equipment that has been procured.

Let me also take this opportunity to express my appreciation and gratitude to my
Uncle here, Honourable Dr Nicky Iyambo, the Minister of Safety and Security,
for the activities of the Police, particularly the Oshana Police. They are really
doing a commendable job and Honourable Minister, I am very happy, I am very
proud. (Intervention)

HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: Honourable Deputy Speaker, the Standing
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security annually visits border posts,
immigration, military installations, police cells and every time we come back we
submit requests for an increase in the relevant budgets. In fact, one such
delegation which consisted of one Member of the Ruling Party and two Members
of Opposition Parties came back and immediately sought an audience with the
President because of the grave situation. Therefore, I think it is grossly unfair to
say that members of the Opposition continuously object. (Interjection)

HON MEMBER: He said some.
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HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: Even with some, because if we look at the
Hansard, it is one Vote that is constantly unanimously adopted in this House. It
is just not fair.

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Honourable Deputy
Speaker, may I repeat what I said? Some of the Minority Parties consistently and
persistently oppose the allocation of a higher Budget to the Ministry of Defence
and I can prove this through Hansard, there are records. Some of the Opposition
Members have, since I became a Member of this august Chamber, even voted
against. I know what I am talking about, it is from my own experience.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, as I said, we as a Nation should continue to stand
together. We as a Nation and national leaders should continue to put the welfare
of our citizens first and the SWAPO Party will not be found wanting in this
regard. Otherwise I support the Motion. Thank you very much.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I thank you very much, Honourable Minister.
I now call upon the Honourable Minister of Health and Social Services.

HON MINISTER OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES: Thank you,
Honourable Deputy Speaker. Honourable Deputy Speaker, for me to make a
worthwhile contribution to the worthwhile motivation of Honourable Dienda, I
would appreciate if I could be given a chance to make a contribution by next
week, Wednesday. I Move that this Motion be adjourned to next week,
Wednesday.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Motion stands over until next week,
Tuesday. The Second Notice of Motion is one by the Honourable Minister of
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Agriculture, Water and Forestry. Does the Honourable Minister Move the
Motion?

RATIFICATION: SADC PROTOCOL ON FORESTRY

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY: I
Move the Motion.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any objection? Who seconds? The
Honourable Minister has the Floor.

HON MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND FORESTRY: Thank
you, Comrade Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members of the National Assembly.
I have the pleasant duty to motivate the ratification by this Honourable Assembly
of the Southern African Development Community’s Protocol on Forestry.

The majority of the SADC Heads of State or Government or the duly authorised
representatives signed the SADC Protocol on Forestry in Luanda, Angola on the
3rd of October 2002. The Namibian Head of State signed the Protocol in August
of last year. The signatures of the Heads of State are to be found on page 22 of
the said Protocol.

By Decision Number 22 which was taken on the 25th of November last year, the
Namibian Cabinet approved and authorised the Minister of Agriculture, Water
and Forestry to table this Protocol in this House of the people for debate and
ratification.

The SADC Protocol on Forestry, Honourable Members, that you have in front of
you consists of 31 articles plus a very comprehensive and elaborate preamble.
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Articles 3 and 4 of this Protocol articulate and explain the fundamental objectives
and guiding principles of the document, respectively. Other articles do also
explain the other components or parts of the said Protocol adequately and in
detail.

In accordance with the provisions of Article 63 of the Namibian Constitution it is
now my duty to humbly request the Honourable Members of this Assembly to
carefully study the Protocol, debate and finally agree to its ratification. Comrade
Deputy Speaker, I so Move.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Any further
discussion? Honourable Schimming-Chase.

HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: Thank you, Honourable Deputy Speaker. I rise
to speak in support of the ratification of the Protocol on Forestry.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, the importance of forests in terms of climate change
cannot be over-emphasised. I was fortunate to recently attend the Nairobi
Conference to debate the Nairobi Action Plan for African Parliamentarians on
Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change. Kenya was chosen specifically to
show the horrendous impact to a Nation, in fact to different Nations, if the whole
issue of saving our forests is ignored. We were taken to the Mau Forest which is
the forest from which most of the rivers flow that feed Lake Nakuru and Lake
Nakuru in turn is the catchment area affecting Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Sudan
and even Egypt on the Nile River.

When we flew over the forest, it was the biggest shock to see that for certain
political reasons 75% of the Mau Forest has been destroyed within the last eight
years and as a result of that, the next generation is still going to suffer, if not two
generations, the effects of destroying forests and not replacing it and I was
comparing it to some of the countries that I have visited, especially in Europe,
where whenever you cut a tree, you plant a few trees to make up. You will not
recognise the Mau Forest, it looks like the Kalahari Desert.
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Honourable Deputy Speaker, climate change is here and it is a question of
changing or dying and, therefore, this Protocol is very, very important and I hope
that we shall be able to debate it and to agree to its ratification as timeously as
possible.

Allow me, Honourable Deputy Speaker, to raise a few issues especially on the
objectives. The objectives of this Protocol are to promote the development,
conservation, sustainable management and utilisation of all types of forests and
trees. That is one of the crucial objectives. Therefore, what we are acceding to
by ratification is that our Government is going to see to it that the development,
conservation and sustainable management and utilisation of all types of forests is
going to be implemented in this country.

What is also important is that we commit ourselves to cooperate by establishing,
amongst others, appropriate institutions and funding mechanisms to support the
implementation of this Protocol and by taking other appropriate measures to give
effect thereto. Honourable Minister, I hope that somewhere during this Debate or
in your reply those relevant measures or appropriate measures will be made
concrete.

There are also guiding principles which directly refer to actions that can be taken
by the Legislature. We shall endeavour to protect and where possible, restore
natural forests to maintain the essential ecological functions, but we also commit
ourselves to promote and continually improve policy and legal frameworks that
will promote sustainable forest management and since Parliament deals with
policy issues and its implementation, it is important.

What is crucial and very welcome in this Protocol is that we commit ourselves to
facilitate public participation in decision-making regarding the sustainable
management of forests and the use of forest resources. I think that we must not
only sign this Protocol, but our commitment should see to it that this is
implemented, especially when it comes to recognising that communities are
entitled to effective involvement in the sustainable management of forests and
forest resources on which they depend and to share equitably in the benefits
arising from their use.

We also commit ourselves under tenure and ownership to give sufficient security
of tenure to parties managing or using such forest resources and to
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create incentives for sustainable forest management and to clearly delineate
ownership and occupancy rights.

Most important for us is under Article 6 where under institutional arrangements
the integrated Committee of Ministers are given the power to establish
subcommittees to oversee the implementation of this Protocol. May I suggest
that in establishing those subcommittees that their oversight of the
implementation does not absolve Parliament which has the main responsibility to
oversee implementation.

On National Forests and Policy and Programmes under Article 8 we commit
ourselves to develop and publish national forest policies. Hopefully these will be
published and we shall have access to them as soon as possible.

Furthermore, Honourable Deputy Speaker, under Article 12, which is
Community-Based Forest Management, we shall adopt national policies and
mechanisms to enable local people and communities to benefit collectively from
the use of forest resources and to ensure the effective participation in forest
management activities, including affirmative steps to seek and encourage such
participation.

Secondly, to develop regional guidelines and share information and expertise
related to Community-Based Forest Management and finally, to encourage local
people and communities to grow and conserve trees and to integrate them into
existing farming systems. That, Honourable Minister, for me is crucial.

It is also fundamental that we so often forget that before climate change our
forefathers and mothers used traditional knowledge in order to ensure that we led
good lives, that we did not starve, that we did not die unnecessarily and,
therefore, I found it very important that State Parties, in consultation with local
people and communities, will record, preserve and protect traditional forest-
related knowledge, provide for the equitable sharing of any benefits arising from
its utilisation and shall, where appropriate, develop standards, guidelines and
other mechanisms in this regard.

Finally, Honourable Minister, in Article 20, Research and Development, we shall
proactively promote research and development in connection
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with forests, forestry and forest-related activities to support the achievements and
objectives of this Protocol. Here I have a specific question: Do our institutions
of higher learning make it possible that research and development in connection
with forests, forestry and forest-related activities can happen?

In conclusion, we commit ourselves that implementation shall start within the
thirty days. Can the Minister inform this House whether within the next 30 days
many of the issues to which we have now committed ourselves will be
implemented or at least that we will start with the implementation thereof,
because it says, “this Protocol shall enter into force thirty days after the deposit
of instruments of ratification by two-thirds of the Member States.” I do not
know how many have ratified, maybe we should find out how many have, how
many are still needed to reach the two-thirds and what is the time anticipated,
because 30 days is very short. Therefore, if we can start now, then by the time it
is ratified, 30 days from there we can at least show certain actions that we have
taken. I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Venaani.

HON VENAANI: Thank you very much, Madam Deputy Speaker. I rise to
support the Protocol under discussion and I want to ask a question to the Minister
as to who signed this document on behalf of the Namibian people. Who signed
the document on behalf of the Namibian Government?

Secondly, this is a very important Protocol in the interest of our people and our
communities and my Colleague, the previous speaker, spoke about the impact of
climate change and the need for us to preserve our vegetation and that our
communities and future generations should benefit from them in the future.
However, Honourable Minister, Article 12 of the Protocol speaks about
communities benefiting from Community-Based Forest Management and I just
want to reflect on my worries about these benefits to the communities, because if
you go to the Region where you and me come from, Kavango and Caprivi
mostly, where you have a lot of wood carvers, people who are producing
beautiful things, but if you
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look at the benefits that our communities are deriving from their forests it is
really minimum. I always wonder why we cannot export some of these goods to
markets in America and abroad, for our community to really fully benefit from
community products.

The other concern that I have in relation to the issue of forests is the question of
deforestation. I am aware that the Right Honourable Prime Minister, being a
villager, is also a culprit by cutting the wood and putting it around his village, but
it is a serious issue and especially in the northern areas and we need to address
the question of deforestation in our country because even in the southern Regions
of the country you see people cutting wood for all the wrong reasons and the
whole of the south is also becoming a very new desert. We should really work
hard to fight deforestation.

My other concern with forests is the fires. When watching television one is really
sad about the situation in Australia with these wildfires. If you travel between
eastern Kavango and western Caprivi, during the dry season there is this
deliberate starting of fires, I do not know for what purpose or people probably
want to clear their land and that is not really properly managed and one day it will
cause a serious problem. That is one area that we should really try to address.

The other concern that I have is probably we have a lack of ingenuity within our
entrepreneurs. Every person in a commercial centre such as Windhoek,
Swakopmund, Oshakati and elsewhere wants a lapa behind his home to entertain
guests, but if you look at the benefits that the people are deriving from the grass
that they are selling from Kavango and Caprivi and some parts of Tsumkwe, you
find South African companies buying this grass at small, nominal prices from
these villagers and here in Windhoek you will probably pay N$150,000 for a
lapa. We should also find ways to contain this business for our people to own
and drive some of these businesses.

If you look at the poles that are being sold just outside Windhoek on the road to
Rehoboth, I do not see the need why a new farmer like Kazenambo should go and
buy poles from Agra rather than buying from our people. We are importing poles
for farmers but we are not buying from our own people. We must really look at
how we ensure that our people benefit from their products. People do not have
the skills, nor the knowledge to improve and I am sure if you buy a carver
machine and cut the poles and treat it, those poles will even be better than the
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ones we are buying at Agra. However, our people are not deriving the maximum
benefit and we should address some of these things.

Lastly, Honourable Minister, is the promotion of Jatropha for bio-fuel purposes. I
believe that Namibia, because of our vegetation, is a country that would be able
to lead in the bio-fuel industry by planting Jatropha especially in the northern
Regions. We need to lead in that regard. Honourable Tweya, being a farmer,
agrees with me, but be that as it may, it is important for us to plant trees that
would generate income. However, I wholeheartedly support the Protocol. Thank
you very much.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Right Honourable Prime Minister.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Thank you Comrade Deputy Speaker. I
would like, first of all, to join the Honourable Minister of Agriculture, Water and
Forestry in urging this august House to support the ratification of this very
important Protocol and secondly, to assure my Colleague, Honourable Venaani,
that my little village is built with bricks and where I cannot afford bricks, I use
empty bottles to avoid cutting trees.

However, let me also inform him that deforestation has something to do with
poverty. That is the only option for people who cannot afford anything else to
have shelter over their heads. Therefore, if you want to deal with deforestation,
you must first of all deal with poverty and then we can talk business.

Regarding the Protocol, I would like to draw the attention of the Honourable
Minister to two issues. One is Guideline 5 which says: “State Parties shall
endeavour to protect and where possible, restore natural forests.” My emphasis
is on restore natural forests and I want to link this paragraph to Article 20 dealing
with research and development. Research can only happen if there is a research
component in Forestry.

When I was growing up in my area there were a number of shrubs which were
providing fruits and some of these shrubs seem to have disappeared now and
there is no research to trace some of these and try to restore them. My question to
the Minister is whether he has a strategy to put up a research component which is
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beyond what is happening with the Botanical Garden. I know that there is
something called a Botanical Garden which is the preserve of some people, not of
everybody, but in my areas where very useful trees and shrubs are disappearing,
shrubs with fruit of nutritional value and some of them provide fruit which can be
use to brew stuff, things like ombike, kashipembe and other things although I am
not promoting the drinking of those things. However, some people are living on
them.

I am really arguing that research should be taken very seriously so that it could
propagate some of the disappearing species of our eco-system. Without research
I am quite sure this Protocol will not be fully implemented, especially the
restoration of the natural forests. Therefore, I hope that the Minister will make
every effort to move beyond the Botanical Garden and really go into the issue of
restoration through propagation of the disappearing shrubs and tubers. We used
to have a natural garlic, especially in the area of Honourable Nicky Iyambo.
They have exploited it, it is no more there and you can only find it in the area of
Grootfontein, but it is something of high value and you do not find it there.

We also used to have a local potato and it is something that the boys who were
looking after the cattle normally looked for because it is a sweet potato which you
found in the field, but you do not find it anymore. It is native to the area and
there are these things which are disappearing. (Interjection)

HON MEMBER: We still have it in Kavango and Caprivi.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Yes, we should now import it from there and
actually grow it properly. It is the local garlic and I hope you know what I am
talking about. You only find it around Grootfontein now. But I suspect it is
something of high value if you can propagate it and grow it on a commercial
basis. It might be even more valuable than hoodia.

Honourable Minister, what I am urging is research and to propagate those species
which are disappearing. (Intervention)
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HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY: On a Point of
Information. I remember when the Right Honourable Prime Minister was
speaking about a thing that was depleted in my village, we used to preserve it. It
is your village that came and depleted it.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: The thing is no more there and I am saying
through research we should restore it because it might have high economic value.
Thank you for bringing this Protocol to the House.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: On that note the House stands adjourned until
tomorrow 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:45 UNTIL 2009.03.05 AT 14:30.
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the
Affirmation.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or
Select Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Notice of Questions?
Honourable Kaura.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 32:

HON KAURA: Honourable Deputy Speaker, I give Notice that on
Thursday, 12 of March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Education
the following:

1. Is the Honourable Minister aware of the fact that there is no Physical
Science teacher at the Augustineum Secondary School two months after
the commencement of the new school year, 2009, for the Grade 11
learners?

2. What is the Ministry going to do about this state of affairs?

HON SPEAKER: Table the Questions, Honourable Member. Further Notice
of Questions? Notice of Motions? Ministerial Statements? Honourable Minister
of Veterans Affairs.
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Thank you, Comrade Deputy
Speaker. The purpose of this statement is to provide a briefing to this august
House and through it, to the public on the current state of affairs with regard to
the delivery of benefits for the veterans of the liberation struggle through
interventions and programmes.

All eyes are cast at the Ministry of Veterans Affairs and expectations from the
ranks and files are quite high, waiting for the day that each of them is told the day
and time that he or she is going to benefit as contemplated in the Veterans Act
(Act 2 of 2008) and the ensuing regulations.

I would however like to state clearly that interventions and programmes that I am
going to reveal today are not all of them in the process of implementation. Some
have been approved by the Cabinet, budgeted for and are ready to be
implemented, while others are suggestions which are still to be discussed and
approved. However, it is worthwhile to know what the Ministry’s intentions are
and those interventions and programmes which still need to be worked out and
improved. We shall come back to them and report accordingly when they are
eventually approved.

Having studied the trend and manner in which the earlier interventions, that were
formulated to address the veterans’ plight before the creation of the Ministry of
Veterans Affairs, were run and which produced very little benefits, a new
philosophy and approach have been born to ensure that all the incentives and
initiatives of the Ministry are packed against principles that are realistic,
sustainable, life-enhancing, viable and financially sound.

The Ministry of Veterans Affairs has put several initiatives to address the plight
of veterans through the provision of various programmes in motion. They are
among others the construction of veterans’ houses.
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The Ministry of Regional and Local Government, Housing and Rural
Development was responsible for the construction of the houses for the veterans
through the National Housing Enterprise. In practical terms the Ministry of
Regional and Local Government, Housing and Rural Development managed the
Budget by transferring the funds to the National Housing Enterprise to execute
the project, but National Housing Enterprise instead hired contractors to build the
veterans’ houses. The Ministry of Veterans Affairs has taken into account what
has transpired during the construction of these houses and decided to improve the
service delivery in this regard. The Ministry shall now use its mandate of
creating projects for veterans to create an industry composed of veterans
themselves which shall be able to build houses for veterans.

It is our intention to source the manpower from those veterans that have been
trained by SWAPO as builders. However, they are first to be retrained to polish
up their skills in construction, as some of them have been out of the industry for
some time now. The rest of the team members will be sourced from the
communities in which the programmes would be operational. The end-result is
planned to be the creation of an able and sound construction industry that is self-
sustaining and able to employ and construct houses for veterans by the veterans
and survive beyond the construction of the said houses.

In addition to the creation of a viable construction industry, the veterans will be
helped to put up a brick-making entity that would directly support the housing
construction entity. These entities will be run independently, though
complementary to one another. This means that the brick-making entity will be
tasked with the objective of producing bricks on a commercial basis and the
bricks would be sold to the house construction arm at market-related prices. The
idea is to ensure that each entity is able to run on its own by sustaining itself.
Sustenance is brought about by the fact that the construction creates a demand for
bricks and thus they need to make more bricks and the funds generated would be
used to buy more cement and pay for the cost of labour.

The funds to buy bricks will initially come from the Veterans Fund and for each
house that would be built, the construction cost is calculated to cover the price of
bricks as well. In other words, our intention is that we shall have to build the
houses of veterans with the help and by the companies of the veterans and the
bricks made by the veterans themselves. In this way the money provided for the
veterans would have benefited the veterans in many and various ways.
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Another one is Veterans’ Project Funding. It is the responsibility of the
Ministry of Veterans Affairs to fund projects initiated by the Ministry itself or by
veterans or dependents of veterans through the Veterans Fund in accordance with
the Veterans Act. The object of the Fund is to provide assistance in terms of the
Act or any other law to veterans or dependents of veterans or payment for
projects beneficial to veterans or dependents of veterans. Thus the outcome of
this programme is to improve the service delivery to veterans with the aim of
improving the quality of life of registered veterans.

The funds required is for funding of projects by the Veterans Board, as is
stipulated in the Veterans Act. The Veterans Board is aimed at funding a hundred
projects of veterans per fiscal year. These projects are to be funded on a grade
basis and will be for an amount up, but not exceeding, N$200,000 per project as
approved by the Board. This project funding will be done on a lump sum
payment basis to the veterans, thus allowing them to benefit only once. This
initiative can include, but is not limited to activities in areas such as aquaculture,
agriculture, tourism, small-scale mining for veterans to improve their income and
livelihood.

The main criteria for such approval by the Veterans Board is that –

(a) The applicant must be a registered veteran;
(b) The projects must be financially viable;
(c) The projects must have a full business plan;
(d) The veterans must have ownership of the project; and
(e) The veterans and the project have not been funded for a project by the

Board before.

The modalities for the disbursement of approved funds are:

a) Only up to 10% of the total approved funds will be disbursed to the project in
cash if it is found necessary; 90% of the funds will be disbursed directly to the
providers of goods and services of the project as per the procurement plan of
the project. The procurement process would be localised to the project area
and will be in line with Treasury instructions. Disbursement for the total
amount and for the duration of the funding period requested in the application
for funding that were approved by the Board; and
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b) The finance office of the Board will be responsible for the disbursement
according to the project requirement plan approved by the Board.

The provision of project funding to veterans serves to address the objective of the
Ministry, of integrating Namibians into the Namibian economic mainstream. To
ensure that there is continuity and sustenance of projects, the Ministry shall
ensure that the veterans are equipped with the necessary skills and are enabled to
be able to carry out the following aspects: Planning, monitoring, evaluation,
etcetera. The above will also be carried out by the Ministry’s staff members so
that there is a continuous contact between the project fund beneficiaries and the
Ministry. The contact enables the two parties to establish right at the outset any
needs regarding the state of the initiative and thereby map out the right and
appropriate strategy to solve the problem.

Another part is the support package. The purpose of this activity is:

 To assist veterans through funding, administering and managing the welfare
of veterans and dependents of veterans. The sub-activities of this project
include, among others: payment of subvention accrued to eligible veterans.
Right now this amount was raised from N$500 to N$2,000 per month;

 To address the physical and psychological needs of veterans, such as
purchasing of artificial limbs for war veterans;

 Counselling veterans that are traumatised by the war or by the effects of the
war of liberation struggle;

 Capacity building of veterans to empower them with the necessary skills and
knowledge that are vital for them to identify, implement and manage viable
projects under different sub-sectors.

Another important initiative is the resettlement of veterans on farming land. It is
anticipated that when the Government acquires farmland, some of such farms
must be reserved for veterans of the liberation struggle. We are aware that some
of the veterans do not have means to start farming activities on such resettlement
farms, therefore the Ministry must facilitate the initial input in such farms. For
example, if a veteran is resettled and he does not have animals to successfully
carry out farming activities, the Ministry should be able to purchase such animals.
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If it is agronomic farming, appropriate equipment and material must be provided
for the resettled veteran to start farming activities.

Equally important is the monitoring of the performance of the resettled veteran by
the Ministry so as to make sure that the farms are appropriately run and managed.
The Ministry does not want to resettle veterans on productive farms which will be
turned into wasteland after such resettlement. This initiative is still to be finalised
for implementation in the shortest possible time.

Another area is social benefits. The social benefits are those benefits that
veterans would be accorded due to their status. The benefits under this category
could be enjoyed by the veterans through the provision of exemptions from
certain expenses, such as fees, rates. For instance, veterans may be exempted
from paying for the following: hospital fees at all Government health facilities,
passes in all municipal buses, other municipal services such as payment of rates
and taxes, Namibia Wildlife Resort facilities, Air Namibia, TransNamib trains,
education institutions, etcetera, etcetera. Some of these expenses may be fully
exempted, while others may be paid on reduced rates. All these services could be
provided to veterans upon producing their cards. The card should have a tangible
meaning for a veteran, not only to be kept in the pocket.

To put the above in place, special legislation needs to be passed by Parliament
under which the benefits that I have referred to could be provided. Therefore, it
must be understood that this particular category of benefits are not yet
implemented until such a time that the law providing for them is passed in this
House.

Another area is the veteran support package. What is worth mentioning here is
the provision of the assistance to the veterans in the form of a support package.
The purpose of this main activity is to assist veterans through funding,
administering and managing the welfare of veterans and dependents of veterans.
Sub-sectors of this include, amongst others, payment of subsistence accrued to
veterans, addressing physical and psychological needs of such veterans, etcetera.

Capacity-building of veterans to empower them with the necessary skills and
knowledge so that they are capable of implementing and managing the projects
under different sub-sectors. Here we salute the cooperation from other
institutions, such as vocational training centres, Polytechnic of Namibia, UNAM,
etcetera, which will have to contribute.
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It is envisaged that the implementation of the above activities will enable the
Government to design appropriate interventions for veterans and ensure that all
those who are eligible registered veterans receive the assistance due to them.

The liberation struggle heritage programme: In accordance with the Ministry
of Veterans Affairs, it is required to undertake research activities and actively
becoming involved in the documenting, storing, projecting and preserving of
information on the liberation struggle in order to keep the history of the Namibian
liberation struggle alive for the present and future generations. The project will
also include the identification of specific areas where monuments and buildings
in connection with the liberation struggle can be erected. In order to achieve this
objective, the Ministry, through its Directorate of Policy, Heritage and Social
Affairs, has set up an electronic database called the Ministry of Veteran Affairs
Digital Archive where materials and any information related to the liberation
struggle will be stored to be accessed by the public to inform themselves about
this important history. Once implemented, this programme will provide a better
understanding of the history of the liberation struggle to those present and future
generations and the following would be the main activities of this programme:

 Acquiring historic materials of the liberation struggle through negotiations
and/or other means;

 Identify sites or places where the activities of the war of liberation struggle
took place in order to erect monuments or marks of any kind in cooperation
with the Monuments Council;

 Undertake research on the historic information of the liberation struggle and
document the findings thereof for the future generation;

 Establish an electronic and manual archive system where information and
materials of the liberation struggle can be stored;

 Erect, construct monuments and/or landmarks at the identified places where
the activities of the war of liberation struggle took place. This can be done in
cooperation with the Monuments Council.

In conclusion, the Ministry is convinced and satisfied that the activities carried
out and those waiting for implementation as well as those that are still to be
approved shall to a great extent bring about the needed relief and delivery of the
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long-awaited benefits for the veterans and dependents of veterans. It is expected
that the Ministry shall receive the much needed support to be able to carry out its
mandate to the satisfaction of veterans.

However, I must emphasise the fact that due to financial constraints, it is not
possible to implement all these intended measures or initiatives as speedily as we
might have liked to. The Ministry of Finance is very sympathetic to our
initiative, but obviously they cannot give us money that they cannot afford, their
understanding and goodwill notwithstanding. In other words, putting this
initiative into practice depends on the objective economic environment that
prevails at a given time.

Unfortunately there are those who demand unrealistic things from the
Government. For example, at one point some people demanded that the
Government must pay the veterans the following amounts: N$500,000 lump sum
to every veteran, N$30,000 multiplied per year a veterans spent in the struggle
abroad and N$8,000 every month for each veteran. Let us now calculate these
figures and see what comes out.

If we had about 50,000 veterans and each gets N$500,000 lump sum, then the
cost to the State will be N$25 billion. In addition to that, if every veteran who
was abroad will get N$30,000 multiplied by the years one spent abroad, and some
of them were there thirty years, some of them ten, but we only take fifteen years,
then for about 25,000 veterans, such veterans will cost N$11.2 billion. This is
already N$36.2 billion. As if this was not enough, they demanded that each
veteran gets N$8,000 every month. If you multiply N$8,000 by 50,000, the cost
will be N$400 million monthly and the total is N$48 billion annually for the
State. This request is far beyond the Annual Budget of the country as a whole,
which is about N$22.4 billion. Therefore, you will agree with me that it is highly
unrealistic and not sustainable. We will have to support our veterans without
destroying the economy of the country.

The Ministry of Veterans Affairs, with help and cooperation with the Ministry of
Finance, is working on a reasonable and a sustainable amount to be paid out to
some of the deserving veterans instead of this unreasonable and unrealistic
demand. There is no need for any person or persons or any organisation or body
to pressurise the Government to do so. Therefore, people should refrain from
instigating veterans of the liberation struggle to demand things that are unrealistic
and impossible to implement. The Government is very serious in its efforts to



206

05 March 2009 RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS – HON DE WAAL
HON DR N IYAMBO

improve and uplift the standard of living of our veterans and there is no need for
anyone to pressurise the Government as if the Government is indifferent to the
plight of the veterans. The sole and only aim and objective of this Ministry is to
work towards taking the veterans of the liberation struggle out of poverty and
make them to live a normal life until they are no more. However, what we do in
carrying out this noble task, must be done in a responsible, reasonable, affordable
and realistic manner. We must not do things that will put our Government into
bankruptcy and precipitate disaster for our country.

Finally, I would like to assure the veterans of the liberation struggle that as long
as this Ministry is in existence we shall continue to look into various ways and
means to help the veterans. What I have stated above should not be taken as the
only interventions and programmes that are envisaged for the veterans. We shall
still have to think how we can expand what we are intending to do and I thank
you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much, Honourable Minister,
for the Ministerial Statement. Question 1 is by Honourable De Waal to the
Minister of Safety and Security. Does the Honourable Member Put the Question?

RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1:

HON DE WAAL: I Put the Question, Honourable Deputy Speaker.

HON MINISTER OF SAFETY AND SECURITY: Comrade Deputy Speaker,
I have the answers here, I have just received them and I notice some
discrepancies. I do not know whether the Honourable Member would like me to
present them as they are or whether I should go and make them more appropriate.
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HON DE WAAL: Honourable Deputy Speaker, it is such an important issue
that I would rather agree that the Honourable Minister goes back, make sure that
the information is correct and then reply next week.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question 2 is by Honourable De Waal to the
Minister of Works and Transport. Does the Honourable Member Put the
Question?

QUESTION 2:

HON DE WAAL: I Put the Question, Honourable Deputy Speaker.

HON MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: Comrade Deputy
Speaker, Honourable Members, the opening of Eros Airport was agreed to
between the Industry and the Ministry during a consultative stakeholders
workshop in 2008. That was long before my appointment as portfolio Minister.
This item, therefore, remains on our list of priorities for the very following
reasons:

Inasmuch as the Industry and the Ministry had then arrived at a consensus that the
airport be reopened, there are many other stakeholders, such as a representative
group of residents within the Eros Airport vicinity and the City of Windhoek
Council and many other interested parties that still remain to be consulted.

As you would appreciate, the reasons for the earlier closure was, among others,
that the Ministry did not have enough staff to run both the Hosea Kutako
International and Eros as international terminals. The Directorate of Civil
Aviation does not have all the necessary staff and also the staff from Customs as
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well as Immigration were not enough in number to be able to manage the two
airports as international terminals. That was one factor.

The other factor is the noise produced by the aircrafts over the residential area
around the airport, more so in recent times where we experienced numerous
disastrous accidents around the airport and there was an outcry against the
continued operations of aircraft, especially the bigger ones, at Eros Airport. For
now we are trying to boost the capacity and capability of the Ministry to oversee,
from a security point of view, and other aspects related to air traffic, including air
control of that airport in order to make it possible to allow international flights
into that airport. The possibilities hinges on the response and reaction from the
residents around those suburbs and especially the opinion of the city mothers and
fathers.

Therefore, the timeframe to reopen Eros Airports depends on those many factors.
I am, however, committed to ensure that the developments in infrastructure
around the Eros Airport yield more desirable returns on our collective investment,
that is the public and private sector investment at that airport to unlock the
economic potential of Eros as well as all other investments at other international
points of entrance and exit in preparation for the 2010 World Cup in South
Africa.

I am aware of the fact that Honourable De Waal have been petitioned by
interested parties, including those from his comrades, from his Party, but we are
very much addressing this issue. Thank you very much.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any follow-up question, Honourable De
Waal?

HON DE WAAL: Honourable Deputy Speaker, I just want to ask the
Honourable Minister whether he is aware of the fact that the aircrafts that had
accidents are the small piston-engine aircrafts. They are dangerous at the
moment, for many reasons.

Secondly, I want to ask the Honourable Minister whether he is aware that the type
of aircrafts that are proposed by the stakeholders that are interested in using Eros
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Airport have a very good safety record.

Thirdly, that the aircraft that are being proposed are making less noise than these
small ones flying around now. Those are the three questions that I want to ask
the Minister and then the fourth one: Honourable Minister, it is fine, I hear what
you are saying, but 2010 is not ten years ago, 2010 is next year. We as a
Government have spent millions of dollars to lengthen the Eros Airport for this
reason and yet, one year before the games in South Africa we are still consulting.

HON MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: In terms of the technical
details for the professionals and business people, it is fine, it is agreed that the
larger aircraft are safer than the smaller ones. The modern planes may make less
noise than the ones that originally led to the closure of the airport, but the
ordinary people must be convinced that the larger aircraft will not come down on
Pioneers Park and I have to have their concurrence.

When these smaller aircraft come down, the damage is much more contained, but
can you imagine if a 130 passenger carrier falls in an urban area? They say this is
not likely to happen in a hundred cases, but then you have to convince the people
whom you are consulting with the reality.

However, when people see these aircraft crash-landing, they say there is a
possibility that any plane may do the same.

I think I made an announcement in this Parliament in November or December to
the fact that we have employed inspectors from ICAO to help us with the
restructuring of the Directorate of Civil Aviation. They have been here since
November and we have just extended the contract for another ten months and
they are busy training our people, both from the Air Worthiness Inspection side,
the security side, the business side, the mechanical and technological side and the
control side. You may have seen advertisements in the newspapers of staff being
recruited to be able to carry out that work. The current state of affairs is that the
Eros Airport does not have internationally required standards to be an
international terminal.
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By December 2009 we should have all those measures in place to be able to say
we can operate Eros Airport as an international terminal and all those small
planes and the pilots are inspected with a view to give them each a licence which
is internationally accepted.

With regard to the remaining time, we do have sixteen months to go. You have
seen in the media that we have recently contracted a French-based company to
install a national surveillance radar system and that should be in place before June
2010. We are therefore working around the clock and all the airports will be part
of that national air traffic control system, including Eros Airport. We Currently
depend on radio and visual communication, which is also dangerous because Eros
Airport is one of the busiest airports in southern Africa. When it is opened there
will be flights from here to Cape Town, Johannesburg and Luanda and this radio
and visual communication is not safe. By the time we open it, we hope that this
modern and up-to-date air traffic control system would allow as many flights as
possible at Eros Airport. Therefore, the friends from America and Europe can
also park their jets here and take their tourists to whatever destination where
soccer will be played on that particular day in South Africa.

We already had a number of requests from the business community in the
aviation sector wanting space in our airports where they can park or refuel their
jets and we have promised them that in ten months we should be ready to attend
to their requests.

That is what I can tell the Honourable Member, that we are really working on in
five areas, training on a daily basis, inspecting, validating, invalidating and this
Sunday I should be flying to Nairobi to shop around for technology and people
who could also assist us. We need a large contingent of people in the Directorate
to assist us in managing our air space. I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Question 4 is one by
the same Honourable De Waal to the Minister of Home Affairs and Immigration.
Does the Honourable Member Put the Question?
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QUESTION 4:

HON DE WAAL: I Put the Question, Honourable Deputy Speaker.

HON MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: His Excellency, the
President has finalised the appointment. It is only a matter of a date to announce
the new members of the Board. Thank you.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:30 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Members, in terms of Rule 17 of
our Standing Rules and Orders, the House stands adjourned until Tuesday, the
10th of March 2009. The names of those present will be recorded in the Minutes.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 16:30 UNTIL 2009.03.10 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the
Affirmation.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers?

TABLING: REPORTS OF AUDITOR GENERAL

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Honourable Deputy Speaker, on behalf of
the Minister of Finance, I lay upon the Table, Reports of the Auditor-General on
the Accounts of –

(a) Department of Police of the Ministry of Safety and Security for the
Financial Year ended 31 March 2007;

(b) Department of Prisons and Correctional Services of the Ministry of Safety
and Security for the Financial Year ended 31 March 2007;

(c) Ministry of Education for the Financial Year ended 31 March 2007;

(d) Ministry of Defence for the Financial Year ended 31 March 2007;

(e) Ministry of Mines and Energy for the Financial Year ended 31 March
2007;

(f) Ministry of Finance for the Financial Year ended 31 March 2007.
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Table the Reports, Right Honourable Prime
Minister. Further Reports and Papers? Notice of Questions? Notice of Motions?
Message from the Head of State? Ministerial Statements?

The First Notice of Motion is the one by Honourable Kavetuna. Does the
Honourable Member Move the Motion?

HON !NAWASES-TAEYELE: Honourable Deputy Speaker, due to other
national responsibilities, my Colleague could not come to motivate her Motion
today. I beg the indulgence of the House to postpone it until next week,
Wednesday.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Motion stands over until next week,
Wednesday. The Second Notice of Motion is the one of Honourable Kavari.
Does the Honourable Member Move the Motion?

MOTION ON REGULATION OF URBAN AND
COMMERCIAL LAND PRICES

HON KAVARI: I so Move, Honourable Deputy Speaker.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Who seconds the Motion? Any objection? The
Honourable Kavari has the Floor.

HON KAVARI: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, Namibia inherited
from its colonial past a land-holding system in which 75% of the best arable land
is owned by some 4,000 white farmers, while the majority of Namibians live on
crowded communal lands. However, the Namibian Constitution entrenches
property rights, including the right of all people to own land and bequeath this to
their heirs. Therefore, land can only be expropriated by the State in the public
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interest at payment of just compensation in accordance with the requirements and
procedures to be determined by Parliament.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, Namibia is an arid country, it suffers drought in six
out of every ten years. The harsh climate and geography reduces agricultural
income due to the predominantly dry climate and limits sustainability of the water
resources. It also requires an economy-of-scale to produce sustainable farming.
This harsh reality explains why our white formerly advantaged communities have
been successful farmers, because they got the farms for free or bought them for
next to nothing. Instead they have the economies-of-scale to make huge returns
on farming. When they got the farms, they receivedt easier loans, cheaper loans
from the AgriBank, amongst others.

Honourable Members, in our quest to provide answers to our land question, we
must not lose sight of the fact that land is a finite natural resource. Whilst we
allocate all the land, we cannot create more land but we have to manage it in a
sustainable manner to benefit our future generations.

Land is not wealth but it is a means of acquiring wealth. You can have land and
still be poor depending on how you acquire the land, what you do with it and how
you do what you do on the land.

People’s need for land are different. Some need land for agricultural production
or as a means of profit, others acquire land for investment purposes, while others
need land as a status symbol and, therefore, we are seeing an increase in demand
for land, both artificial and genuine demands.

Honourable Members, Government has been buying land from white previously
advantaged farmers on a willing seller, willing buyer basis in order to resettle the
poor previously disadvantaged and landless Namibians. Therefore, after
Independence the Government embarked on a land reform programme and the
Affirmative Action programme was introduced which successfully assisted some
formerly disadvantaged Namibians to acquire land. However, this process has
been slow and expensive as land prices are going up and those who own land are
not willing to sell their farms at reasonable prices.

Though we have a free market economy, we have come to a point where
Government has to intervene if we want to see land reform becoming a reality in
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this country. The following are just examples of land prices being paid in various
Regions in our country:

We have seen a farm in the Oshikoto Region selling for N$7,5 million in January
this year. We have seen in the Hardap Region of nearly 2,000 hectares being sold
for N$2,3 million. We have seen a farm in Omaheke Region of only 5,000
hectares being sold for N$7 million in December 2009. We have seen land being
offered to Government at ridiculous prices, land in the Hardap Region being sold
for N$1,150 per hectare. We have seen land in the Hardap Region with a value
of N$400 being offered to Government at N$850 per hectare. Land in Oshikoto
Region with a value of N$399 per hectare is being offered at N$2,000 per
hectare.

Like any other commodity, commercial land can only produce to its limited
capacity. It is time for us to look at land as a business entity, not as a status
symbol, a retiring home or anything else. We should engage our commercial land
to be used for value-based production. A farm should be able to produce enough
to pay back the loan. The following factors should be taken into consideration
when we determine the price of land:

 The carrying capacity of the farm;
 The bush encroachment on the farm;
 Poisonous plants growing on the farm;
 The needed use for lick in the area;
 The distance from auction pens.

These are the factors that should determine the price of land.

Honourable Members, if you want to buy company ABC Ltd, you will consider
its profitability and its rates of return. You would be satisfied that this business
will be profitable and will be able to pay back the money before you commit to
purchase the business. Therefore, factors of demand and supply cannot be used
to determine the price of land if land is to be used for business. If we allow the
pattern to continue, we shall come to a point where we have to bail out some
people because they cannot afford to pay these loans or we have to write off their
debts.

Nowadays farms are changing hands via the so-called user factory whereby a
farmer sells his rights to use the farm to someone else. This has become a
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lucrative way for foreigners to acquire land without any legal considerations or
legal interference. This is defeating the purpose of land reform in our country.

Honourable Members, when one goes around our country, you will be greeted by
slums which have become our solution to low-cost housing. Land and residential
erven have become a luxury to the selected few who are now buying their second,
third and fourth houses for investment purposes. In most informal settlements
you meet people who are police officers, nurses and professionals from both
private and public sector who qualify for subsidised loans from their
employment, but cannot afford to buy decent homes due to high prices.

Municipal land is being sold on auction in order to maximise the return to the
municipalities. The municipalities are no longer developing residential erven in
the low-cost areas because they cannot afford to pay to get back their investment,
a typical capitalist system where the poor are getting poorer and the rich are
getting richer.

Honourable Members, the National Housing Enterprise was established by an Act
of Parliament to provide low-cost housing to the low-income communities, yet
there is no land available to the National Housing Enterprise to build low-cost
housing. It has been more than ten years, if one remembers, in Windhoek the last
part of Windhoek that was built by the National Housing Enterprise is the
Otjimuise suburb and to my recollection that is the last time the National Housing
Enterprise has ever built houses in Windhoek.

Even new proclaimed towns like Helao-Nafidi is already selling erven at auctions
because they make more money and it is more convenient to do so. Does the
information about these auctions ever reach all members of society or is it only
for the educated advantaged few?

In the light of all these, Honourable Members, I would recommend the following:

That the relevant Ministry ensures that urban land is available and affordable to
all Namibians. 19 years after Independence we cannot afford to have people
living in deplorable conditions because they cannot afford land. We should have
an institution that controls the price of land and that land should only be sold at
valuation prices and probably plus a certain percentage to be agreed upon. No
land, both urban and commercial, should be sold at an auction but rather at its real
value. Let us learn a lesson from our colonialists who grabbed our land and let us
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assist our emerging farmers to become successful farmers and all Namibians to
afford decent homes. I so Move, Honourable Deputy Speaker.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Any further discussions?
Right Honourable Prime Minister.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: This is a very important Motion from
Honourable Madam Kavari and I support her effort. Let me start with
commercial land or commercial farms.

The prices of commercial farms are out of the tune. They have no relationship to
the land productivity or anything like that, they only relate to something called
greed and how did this greed come about? Firstly, greed is being promoted by
the neo-conservatives, initially led by Mrs Thatcher and the former President
Reagan. They are the ones who promoted this idea of giving a free hand to
individuals to determine their economic interests and of course, individuals,
through human nature, pushed the whole idea to personal greed.

What has happened in America is exactly what is happening here. The Bernard
Madoff of this world are not only in America, they are also here. They also have
land now, they are trying to satisfy their greed, therefore putting up land prices
which have no relationship with the actual value of that land. I do not think that
you can buy land of N$2,000 per hectare and be able to produce on that land to
repay that land. It will never happen.

Obviously this is an abuse of the goodwill of the Government, total abuse. How
do they perpetrate this abuse? First of all, when land owners want to make
maximum benefits from land, they declare themselves bankrupt and the
Agricultural (Commercial) Land Act allows such land to be auctioned. So, they
claim to be bankrupt and they go around to their friends and put up the basic price
per hectare and from there, because they do have money, they start to escalate
through auction. That is one.
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The other scheme is where somebody dies and this somebody was a land baron.
It is part of their estates, the land, like other properties are put under the hammer.
Again those who have money escalate the price.

There is something else called Close Corporations and through these Close
Corporations land is sold as if you are buying a company, but in fact you are
buying land. These are the three methods the land barons are using to abuse
Government’s goodwill and I think it is high time this whole process is revisited
and I hope that the Honourable Minister of Lands will exercise his mind on these
abuses.

Therefore, I totally agree with Madam Kavari that something must be done,
perhaps something drastic. If people start to abuse, Government should really put
its foot down and draw a line, otherwise the whole of Namibia will end up being
auctioned and being bought by foreigners, because under those circumstances
even a foreigner can buy the land. This is what is happening.

There are also those unscrupulous Namibians who connive and collaborate with
foreigners to buy Namibian land in their names, our own brothers and sisters,
some known and some not known. Even here on my side some Honourable
Members have collaborated with foreigners so that foreigners can buy land in
their names. It is happening.

These are really abuses and I think they should be exposed. I am happy that
Honourable Kavari has tabled this Motion, so that we can interrogate all these
nefarious schemes which are going on to abuse Government’s goodwill.

Then there are also those who have excessive land and I can give you the
example of a place called Erindi. Erindi Farm is a world in its own, as big as
Ondonga. We can put up a tribe there and start ruling. The other day I drove
through that Erindi Farm, it took me more than one hour to traverse that farm and
it is only occupied by animals. They have a lot of animals there, no people,
unless game rangers. Just imagine an individual family having so much land and
then you have poor villagers squeezed into small parcels of land in places like
Oshana, Oshikoto, etc. Yet you have these people with excessive land. I think
the owner of Erindi should only have two options, either to sell to the
Government for conservation purposes or to invite some other Namibians to buy
shares in that Company of Erindi at least worth 40% of the Company. Otherwise
we cannot justify that type of thing morally as a country when you have people
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who do not have land and you allow somebody to have 30,000 or 40,000
hectares, an individual. That is a travesty of justice and I hope the Honourable
Minister of Lands is going to visit all these farms and really come up with a
policy, that if you want to have that kind of land, you must share it with other
people.

Conservation is fine, nobody is against conservation, but you should sell shares in
your conservancy to other people, so that it is a shared property. Then at least we
can say that is a shared property, but one family to own 70,000 hectares is
definitely a travesty of justice.

HON T GURIRAB: Honourable Deputy Speaker, may I ask the Honourable
Prime Minister a question? I follow what the Honourable Prime Minister is
saying and I am only raising a small question for clarification. The issue that the
Prime Minister is raising, the size of land owned by individual families, when did
the Prime Minister come to know about this? Is it new information which has
come to the Prime Minister’s attention only now, or is it something which the
Prime Minister and the Government has known for the last 19 years? Is the
Prime Minister now proposing a new policy direction or when did the Prime
Minister know? 19 years ago, 15 years ago and is the Prime Minister proposing a
new policy direction?

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Last year I agreed with AgriBank to graze my
cattle on AgriBank’s farm. First of all, before I got the farm, I was looking
around to buy a farm and that is how I discovered these schemes of auctions
through declaring oneself bankrupt. Then the other day I went to buy cattle
somewhere there and I had to go through that Erindi Farm. I was shocked that an
individual family can own so much land. That is how I discovered it, perhaps
there are many Erindi’s, but this one is a travesty. (Interjection). I think Erindi is
even bigger than your Omongua area where you are ruling.

Some of these things cannot be justified and when Government takes a drastic
step, people complain. Some of these things are just provocation and seriously,
we cannot continue to be provoked. The owner of Erindi the other day came here
and made a statement, saying that Namibia should be depopulated so that
Namibia
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can become a big conservancy. I do not know what he is going to do with the
people. Perhaps he was going to poison them or something. I mean, what kind of
arrogance? A foreigner coming here and telling us that we should depopulate.
He does not care about the people, he only cares about him getting money out of
our wild animals. What provocation! Really, it is arrogance bordering on insult
and I really think we cannot continue with this kind of situation. That was on
commercial land.

Urban land is another problem and I think the way we could perhaps address this
is to suggest to our Government, the people’s Government – and you know 80%
of the people voted for the SWAPO Government, so it is the people’s
Government, the Government which belongs to 80% of the Namibian voters.
(Interjections). Therefore, I would urge that the Government should really very
seriously consider to subsidise municipalities to reduce the prices of erven in
residential areas.

We can also look at the concept of means testing which means that you test
whether a person can afford. In the case of the low-income people you know that
there is no way they can buy land in Klein Windhoek. We can say, those in Klein
Windhoek can go as they usually do because they can afford, but the land in our
homeland, Katutura, should be subsidised.

HON T GURIRAB: May I ask the Honourable Prime Minister a question?
Honourable Deputy Speaker, the Right Honourable Prime Minister is referring to
Katutura as our homeland. I am not Herero-speaking, I do not know what it
means in Herero, but I think this is a place which was designed by the past
Authorities as a place appropriate for black people to live. Are you now agreeing
with the policy of the past Authorities, because as far as I am concerned my
homeland is Namibia, not Katutura.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: People’s homeland is where people have
homes. That is what it means, where the real people have homes, the petty
bourgeois, the novae-rich and others. I am talking about the people.

The home of the proletariat, that is lumpen proletariat, that is what Katutura is all
about. That means to make a difference between persons, because persons are
also proletariat and the urban dwellers are called “lumpen”.
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I am saying that I think Government should subsidise and in Katutura and similar
areas so that the people can afford it and have something they can call their own.
I know the petty bourgeois, like CoD, in the name of Immanuel Tsudao Gurirab,
does not want subsidy because he can afford it.

HON TJIHUIKO: May I ask the Prime Minister a question, please? Listening
to you for the last ten minutes, I am getting the impression that the Right
Honourable Prime Minister was shocked to have seen what he has seen, but I
remember that Government back in 1991 or 1992 had a land conference at which
certain decisions were taken. Has the Right Honourable Prime Minister not have
an opportunity to look at that or were those decisions taken based on hearsay.
Were the facts that the Prime Minister has seen now not there or what is it that the
Honourable Prime Minister talks about?

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: I know Honourable Tjihuiko is trying to say
that Erindi is ancestral land, I know that is what he is trying to say. Ancestral or
not ancestral, I am only saying that it is immoral for a private family to own
70,000 hectares of Namibian land and it is a foreign absentee landlord. I say it is
immoral, it is abuse, that is all that I am saying. I am not quite sure what the
word “Erindi” means in Otjiherero, but Honourable Riruako can enlighten us.
Perhaps it is an insect or something. (Interjections). Green water, a source of
water. A source of money, fine.

I am arguing for a subsidy to the Local Authorities so that low-income people can
afford land. That is what I am arguing for. Otherwise the immoral practices of
escalating the price of land should also be brought to an end and I am happy that
the Minister of Veterans Affairs is here, because he and his veterans will agree
with what I am saying. We have a lot of them, they are being registered now. I
am putting on notice those who are abusing Government’s reasonableness, that
we still have veterans like myself. If abuses continue, we know our
responsibility. Thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. I recognise Honourable
Minister Iivula-Ithana.
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HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Thank you, Honourable Deputy Speaker.
First of all, let me thank my Sister for tabling this emotive Motion that takes us
back to the years we are trying to forget.

Comrade Deputy Speaker, after the Land Conference in 1991, I think many of us
really took the words of our countrymen and women as words of honour, that all
of us agreed on the Policy of Land Reform. I think that is the departure point
when we are to discuss this Motion and I would like us to interrogate the minds
of our formerly advantaged Namibians as from that conference.

Luckily enough, at one point I served as Minister of Lands. That era gave me
ample opportunity to read through the minds of many of our fellow compatriots.
By word of mouth they supported the Land Reform Policy, by deeds they went
back to the drawing board and realised that it would not be wise to fight against
the Policy of Land Reform, ultimately they would lose credibility, they would
lose support even from the international community. Therefore, they should be
seen to be supportive of that policy.

Then they also, I think, in the process realised how desperate the Government
was to resettle the many landless Namibians, a lot of whom were thrown around
the highway from the farms, a lot of them came from exile and did not have a
place where to live, a lot of them were left around the military barracks when the
South African troops left, so they knew precisely the Government was under
pressure and they decided an opportunity has arisen for us to make money, we
must make money at all costs and they designed a strategy how to make that
money.

One, there is an institution for the sale of land, the agency through which the land
is sold have their own scheme and the majority of them are from previously
advantaged background. I am not creating stories, just go along Independence
Avenue and you will see who the agents are that I am talking about. These agents
have their own scheme to make money out the sale of land. The owners of land
have their own scheme how to milk the independent Government of the Republic
of Namibia and whoever else from the previously disadvantaged community.

There are several prices of land, depending on how you look. If you are black,
coming from a certain hierarchy, you have your price. If you are black but not
quite known, you have your price. This is very true, Comrade Deputy Speaker.



223

10 March 2009 MOTION ON LAND PRICES
HON IIVULA-ITHANA

In December, January, a friend of mine was looking for a farm to buy and an
agent approached him through a third party and the story was, “oh, I have several
farms that I am selling on behalf my clients and I am very good at negotiating
for lower price. I have a mandate to sell farms to the top echelon, this and that
one I can also help you.” This information came through, my friend got
attracted, went to see the farm and since he wanted to buy through AgriBank,
AgriBank went to the farm, assessed it, just to realise that in October that farm
was offered to another client at N$3,7 million, but this one, since the word
“Honourable” is added, the same farm was offered at N$5,7 million. Can you
imagine? N$5,7 million just because of that word “Honourable.” That in itself
shows you the manipulation of the minds of our formerly advantaged Namibians.
They are not honest – not all of them though – I am talking about those who are
involved in this scheme.

When the issue turned sour, this other person went to the friend and said, “but
you introduced me to this person who is like this”, now the owner of the farm is
saying; “I did not inflate the price, it was the agent who wanted to get a fat
commission.” Can you imagine a fat commission from N$3,7 million to N$5,7
million in two months? Two million for the same farm. What do you call that?
Is it greed, is it selfishness, is it cheating, is it criminal? All those adjectives.

The Prime Minister mentioned the sale of land through auction. I had a
discussion with the CEO of AgriBank, that while we think we are restricting the
purchase of land through the policy in place, there are other ways of getting
around it. Many of the commercial farms currently are either owned as Close
Corporations or (Pty) Ltd. Pendukeni does not own a farm in her name any
longer.

HON TJIHUIKO: Honourable Deputy Speaker, may I ask the Minister a
question, please? Honourable Minister, I understand that you were Minister of
Lands at a time, I also understand that you were the Attorney-General, the
principal adviser to Government at a certain time and now I understand that you
are Minister of Justice. Apart from the story that you are telling us, what is the
practical advice that you have given to Government? You know all these things
that you are raising, but as the principal advisor to Government, how did you
advise Government to act and if you have advised them to act, why did
Government not act based on the information that you are now giving us?
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HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Since you know what I am talking about, you
should be the best person to keep quiet because I know there are others who do
not know.

I was talking about farms which are sold through auction. I know the
Commercial Land Reform Act prohibits farms to be owned through a Close
Corporation unless that provision is amended. There are so many farms currently
owned through Close Corporations and (Pty) Limited.

HON DE WAAL: May I ask the Honourable Minister a question? Honourable
Minister, maybe you can help me because I have been listening the whole
afternoon and for the last couple of minutes to you. My first question is, what are
you trying to tell us? You have been the Minister, what did you do when you
were the Minister?

My second question is, can you tell me: What is the Government’s policy as far
as land reform is concerned?

My third question, how can you as the Government of the people take away the
farm of somebody who has 5,000 hectare and you take away that 5,000 hectare,
which you have done, and at the same time the Prime Minister stands in this
House and we have to listen to him telling us about a foreigner who has 70,000
hectare and he is still there. What the hell are you doing? What is this
Government doing? To whom are you complaining and we listen to this
nonsense! You do not have a policy, so let us just scrap this thing!

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable De Waal, the language you have
used… (Interjections) Order! This kind of kindergarten play is not good, we are
still solving a problem. You are raising and pointing, you came late and you are
pointing at time. Do not think that the people who came early are stupid. You
came late, you cannot point at the time while you came late. We started very late.
Honourable Members, what I am saying, the language which was used, the
“nonsense”, is not good.

HON DE WAAL: Honourable Deputy Speaker, I humbly withdraw any harsh
word that I have used. I definitely withdraw it, but the message must go through
some day.
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HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Thank you, Comrade Deputy Speaker.
Honourable De Waal, has a reason to become emotional, please understand him
and forgive him. If it is not last year it must be the year before last, while
Comrade Jerry Ekandjo was Minister of Lands, Resettlement and Rehabilitation,
certain farms were expropriated, including many owned by foreigners, absentee
landlords. They took Government to Court, their position was upheld and I want
to find out from Honourable De Waal as a concerned Namibian, when this
Judgment was issued, what did he do, what did he say?

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:45
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:15 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: When we left for tea-break, the Minister of Justice
was contributing. I am requesting her to continue and considering that I have a
long list, maybe just to wrap up.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Thank you, Comrade Deputy Speaker.
Comrade Deputy Speaker, I was just on the point of addressing the question that
Honourable De Waal asked so passionately and I want to answer his questions
passionately as well.

I was mentioning the fact that at least not me, but one of my successors in that
Ministry attempted to expropriate some of the farms owned by absentee
landlords. As the propertied society those absentee landlord put moneys together,
hired the best lawyers from all over the world to come and defend their case here.
My question is: Where was Honourable De Waal? Did he hear about these cases
and if he did, what did he do? If he did not, why and where was he that he did
not hear that?

Comrade Deputy Speaker, we are living in Southern Africa. One of our
neighbouring countries whose name I am not going to mention, addressed the
land question appropriately the way Honourable De Waal wanted me to do, but if
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I ask Honourable De Waal to pronounce the name of the leader of that country,
he will think I am insulting him.

HON RIRUAKO: On a Point of Order. Honourable Deputy Speaker, we gave
you the book to take care of this nonsense. You rejected the book or you
….(Interjection).

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: You cannot use the term “nonsense”, it is not
parliamentary.

HON RIRUAKO: I withdraw that. Let me say this, we gave the Honourable
Member a book to take care of this and that book was under the rugs until today.
Now we are blaming one another, for what? I am going to come to that in my
speech.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I am on the point that I want to tell
Honourable De Waal that we should not hide our heads under the sand, because
we want to appear reasonable. The issue of land reform must be debated here in
our presence, whether we want to hear it or not. If we do not want to hear it, we
can absent ourselves, but speak we will speak.

The land reform is being addressed in terms of what we agreed upon at the Land
Conference in 1991. We legislated here for the Commercial Land Reform Act.
Some of us were doing so genuinely, believing that all Namibians wanted to find
a solution to the land issue, but our white colleagues are not genuine, they are not
truthful, that is why they came up with all these schemes and they are the same
persons who, when the land reform wass addressed differently in Zimbabwe, run
all over the world. They ran to their kith and kin to tell them…(Interjection).

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: The land issue is being addressed here, not over
there. Honourable Iilonga, the land issue is being addressed here.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Today Zimbabwe is under sanctions for no
other crime, in the words of the Western world, other than to have touched the
land in Zimbabwe. The Zimbabwean people are well-off today because their land
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is returned to them, but where does Zimbabwe stand in the eyes of the
international community? The landlords ran all over the world, Britain in front
followed by the rest of the Europeans and Americans, imposing sanctions on
Zimbabwe.

For what reason? Land reform. Now Honourable De Waal had the audacity to
stand here and ask me, “what did you do?” He knows very well that I brought
the Commercial Land Reform Act here. It was legislated during my era.
(Interjection). You also. Do not make me lose my temper. You know it all, just
keep quiet for those who do not know. You cannot be the spokesperson of other
people.

HON DE WAAL: Honourable Deputy Speaker, the Minister asked me a
question and I would like to reply shortly. (Interjections)

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I want to give the Floor to the Honourable
Member who requested the Floor now. The Honourable Member is asking for a
Point of Information, he wants to give information and it is allowed.

HON DE WAAL: Honourable Deputy Speaker, the Honourable Minister asked
me what I said when we lost the court case against those farm owners. The
answer is, I did not say anything because sometimes it is better to shut your
mouth, because if you speak, you might hurt people, but now that you have asked
me the question, I am going to speak now and I will tell you what I would have
said.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: No, take your Floor, do not use my time.

HON DE WAAL: No, on a Point of Information. You stand on a Point of
Information many times. My first reaction would have been, fire the Minister of
Lands because he is not doing his job. Secondly, fire the Attorney-General
because he gave wrong advice to the Government and thirdly, fire the lawyers
whom you hired because they knew they could not win this case, yet they took it
on for personal gain because they made a lot of money out of you. That is what I
would have said. On Zimbabwe it is a different issue.
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HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: No, that is an abuse, the Honourable Member
can take the Floor and just say precisely what he is saying. He cannot eat into my
time.

Honourable De Waal could not have said anything because he could not have said
anything. He was happy that at least they won, he must have been happy. If he
was not happy he could at least have said something. He is so outspoken on
many other issues, how come that he did not say anything? Let me leave that
point and I want to move on to the next point.

The next point is on urban land. We have said a lot about what is happening in
the municipalities as far as that issue is concerned. The auctioning of erven and
plots are perpetuating apartheid, because whenever there is an auction in
Swakopmund, Walvis Bay, Henties Bay, the formerly advantaged will gang
together and make it a point that no black person succeeds to buy a plot or erf in
an area which they consider theirs. It is a perpetuation of apartheid. Yes, I will
say it because this is the platform where I am empowered to say what I have to
say.

In Swakopmund and all those areas they put up a front, monetary front, “no
blacks here” and they make it a point. As if that is not enough, the newly
proclaimed towns are under siege. Those with money are now flocking to those
areas and that is precisely why… (Interjection).

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Chief, if your own subjects shout like that, how
would you feel if you are chairing? We should respect one another, Chief.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: A certain newly proclaimed town decided to
auction plots. The locals protested, they said, “we have just elected you and now
you are pursuing….(Intervention).

HON TJIHUIKO: Honourable Deputy Speaker, may I ask the Honourable
Minister a small question?
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HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: No. The money-mongers now have a
strategy to target newly proclaimed towns to buy out all the plots and sell them
later in the similar fashion they are doing with commercial land.

HON TJIHUIKO: On a Point of Information, Honourable Deputy Speaker.
The people who are selling land in the newly proclaimed towns are not the so-
called whites. The people who are selling this land are the municipalities, the
elected Councillors and if one goes by that, I challenge anybody to come and tell
me that in Oshikango, in Oshakati, in Ondangwa how many whites have sold land
in those areas. It is all blacks, elected Councillors who are now selling land to the
whites and Chinese and Indians.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I never believed when others were saying
you are their spokesperson. I never believed it, but now I can see.

I was just saying that the money-mongers are buying up lots through these
auctions and a few months or years later they will resell this land at an inflated
prices, precisely the same as they are doing with commercial farms and therefore,
it is important that the time has come, Comrade Prime Minister, we should go
back to the drawing board. We must go back to the drawing board and review the
resolutions of the Conference of 2001 and see whether we have truly achieved
what we intended to achieve and draw up new strategies to address the land issue,
both at commercial farm level and urban land. Otherwise the situation is out of
hand, it is really getting out of hand and therefore, I wholeheartedly support the
Motion by Honourable Kavari and I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Riruako.

HON RIRUAKO: We are not the ones to accuse one another here. We
produced a book and I am going to bring that book some time next week and we
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gave this book to Honourable Pohamba at the time when he was the Minister of
Lands and Rehabilitation.

Who does not want to take what from whom? That land you are complaining
about is Von Finkenstein who has taken land and now he is selling it in front of
me.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Chief, we should not mention names
of people who are not here.

HON RIRUAKO: This land is sold as somebody’s property without anyone’s
consent. It happens that way. If you go along the airport road, you see there is a
company selling land. This is an indication of some who are getting richer, white
and black, not only mere whites.

HON MEMBER: Name them!

HON RIRUAKO: I am not here to tell you something you know. This happens
every day. We on this side are made to be poorer and poorer, we do not even
have the money to buy land and that land has been taken away from our mothers
and fathers and that is the shame we have before God who made heaven and
earth. That is the shame we have. Who created us? Why did He creat us, for
what purpose? What is the purpose for creating us and kill us like flies and
punish us the way He is punishing us today. I am not accusing him. These things
happen to my children, to my people. If God exists and a powerful God cannot
even decide when to come and say no. That is the way we feel here
(intervention).

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: On a Point of Information. Honourable
Chief, do you know that God gave you the brain or gave you the power to defeat
your enemies? Why do you not do that?
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HON RIRUAKO: God will give me the power, even now, to disagree with you.
You must bear that in mind and to know what kind of good Constitutions you
would like to see written on the wall there.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, I do not want us to fool ourselves with narrating
words, saying that we did not have time to put a law to prevent our property being
taken. We did that ahead of time to come up with something. If we want to
come to a point and to have what is called land reform, these are the positions, I
will bring it over here. One day I will bring that here and I will show to you why
you run away from these principles. Where are we now? What are we doing
now? Cowards who never had the right to even reside on their own property.
That is unfair to me, but it will come one day.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Honourable Paramount Chief Riruako, the
Word of God says you will be enjoying your bread with the sweat on your face.
Do you mean those words?

HON RIRUAKO: I enjoy my bread every day from under water, from
everything. He knows better than you. For him to come over here and punish
you, this man you are calling, he did this before me. Now it is your turn to go
and stay there. That time shall come.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, to you it is a joke, to me it is not a joke, I will send
the message where it belongs. We are all black and we want to see what is good
for us. Now some people are playing with this as the joke of the day because
they are enjoying the fruits of the country on their own. I am not the joke of the
day, I am a human being, to come to a point where I can instruct, where we are
instructed to go, you will see it and test it. (Interjection). I do not have Epango,
once I decide to do that, I will come in the open but I am not that kind of person.
Forget that. Let us talk about the issue on the table, do not treat it as a joke.

If for you today it is a game, it is not a game, we mean business. That is the way
it has developed, you see the mechanisms of the day. You call the whites sell-
outs and you enjoy the fruits of this country. You share the companies together,
you share in the wealth of this country together. Together we stand, that is the
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kind of words you use with your mouth. (Interjection). You know, some people
somewhere there.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let us go to the topic of land to be affordable for
Namibians.

HON RIRUAKO: As Namibians we have to know who is who and what are we
doing. Are we correct in our approach or not and we correct ourselves and face
the problem jointly. If that is the case, let us face it and I will give you the book.
The book is here, I will give it to you. I wanted you to say everything you are
saying, but the time will come when I will come and give you the book. If you
do not want to accept it, I will publish it in the newspapers for every Namibian to
see and to read what I have said.

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: May I ask the Honourable
Chief a question?

HON RIRUAKO: Go ahead with the joke of the day as usual.

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Honourable Chief,
following up on the proposal of my Senior Colleague, the Honourable Minister of
Justice, that we need to revisit the issue of the land question and given Article
63(2)(g) of the Namibian Constitution which reads as follows: “To initiate,
approve or decide to hold a referendum on matters of national concern”, will
NUDO support a referendum on the land?
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HON RIRUAKO: You ask me a simple question, to revisit land reform or to go
to a referendum, to me as a first question, but even after that is usual. That is
where the punishment of God will come there.

I am the first person to say yes, but I did say that before you and I am going to
give you the book to read and if you agree with me, I will publish the book.
Thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I recognise Honourable Katali.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: Thank you, Comrade Deputy Speaker, Honourable Members. I
would also like to contribute to this Motion tabled by the Honourable Member of
the CoD, the majority Party. I am happy to contribute today…(Intervention).

HON RIRUAKO: Majority what? Withdraw that word. He said majority
Party, the public is aware he is Majority Party. He must withdraw that.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: Thank you very much, I was saying I am happy to contribute to
this Motion while I am not from the Ministry of Lands and Resettlement,
otherwise it could have been a kind of conflict of interest as the Deputy Minister
in that Ministry. However, I look at the Motion addressing the issue of land
prices both in urban and commercial areas and the Motion is asking for the
regulation of land prices.

Having listened to the Right Honourable Prime Minister, I think his words cannot
be left in the air like that. I am confident that something is going to happen
because it is Government that has spoken. The problem that we have with the
land price, Honourable Kavari, is that I can ascribe it to the legislation. The Act
that the officials and the Minister in the Ministry of Lands have to follow came
from this House and I am telling you, having been there for a long time, I have
realised that the problem is not the people themselves, it is the legislation. Maybe
those who passed this legislation did not know what the consequences were.
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HON RIRUAKO: On a Point of Information. There was a verskans law that
barred you not to do anything and those who were there accepted that kind of
illegal law and they endorsed it and now we are crying here.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: Comrade Deputy Speaker, maybe people did not have the
knowledge of land reform then. A number of Amendments were done to that law
until such a time that you do not even know what the original text was because
we had many pieces of Amendments. That is an indication that if it was right at
the beginning, maybe with time the law itself became outdated.

Before I left the Ministry we redrafted the law in order to accommodate all the
Amendments, so that it becomes one law and we also tried to eliminate some of
the problems and I hope this Bill will come to this House and that we will
scrutinise this law carefully so that it works in the best interest of the Namibian
people. If you are in the Ministry of Lands you will see people yearning for land,
people needing land. When they come to your office you have to show them the
law that you have to follow, as the Deputy Minister or the Minister or any other
official, meaning that the law is really the one which has all along been a culprit
in land reform and the prices of land, especially in the commercial area.

The current prices of land are not really compatible to the economy of our
country and even the livestock that we send to South Africa and now to Angola
are not compatible to the Namibian economy. The price of land is actually
foreign-based because it is the foreigners who determine the price of land. The
Right Honourable Prime Minister enumerated all the actions they do for the land
to fetch those high prices.

The value of land is taxed, but when the tax was introduced, everybody was
complaining that the tax is too high if one takes into consideration the market
value. Therefore, it was reduced to the agricultural value only. However when
they sell, they want market-related prices, but when they pay tax to Government,
they want to pay on the agricultural value.

What Honourable De Waal asked about what Government is doing is a challenge
to all of us. That is the big challenge. We are actually indirectly insulted. There
are many words to that statement, “what are you doing, what have you been
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doing”, and if we do not listen to Honourable De Waal now and do something,
then I think we are letting this Nation down.

Zimbabwe was in the same situation, people were talking as we are talking now,
but they took action. Now most of the land is back and De Waal is challenging
us, that “you cowards, what are you doing, you are just talking” and of course,
we do talk a lot and do nothing. We must not complain, we must really take
Honourable De Waal…(Intervention).

HON MBAI: On a Point of Information. My Brother is doing good, but I would
like to echo a sentiment. Last week, as usual, I was doing politicking and
campaigning in the area of Grootfontein and I passed a neighbour of mine, a
white colleague, and I tried to persuade him this time around to vote for NUDO.
He told me, “for the past eighteen years I have been voting for SWAPO, I have
my three farms, I have my wife, I have my two thousand head of cattle, they
were not touched in the past eighteen years, why should I consider to vote for
anotherParty, I will continue voting for SWAPO.”

HON MEMBER: Oh, propaganda!

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: Honourable Deputy Speaker, it is in the commercial farms where
you find the sellers choosing the buyers, that my farm cannot be bought by
Katali, it must be bought by Van Der Merwe. When I am selling this piece of
paper in real life…(Intervention).

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE: May
I ask Honourable Katali a question? Comrade Katali, are you aware that the Act
you are talking about contains a provision that a farm cannot be owned
collectively or in a Close Corporation, but this is what is happening now. Is it
because people do not respect the law of the land or what is your interpretation?
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Secondly, you made Amendments to allow the people who have no access to
form Conservancies and Conservancies are suppose to be only in State land, but
if you travel in this country, you still find people ignored the laws of the country
and they have conservancies. This side you have the Namatanga Conservancy, a
big one and it is not even registered. At Aris you find a Conservancy, on the way
to the airport you find a Conservancy and when you pass Outjo, there is an
Etosha Conservancy. We know the people are resisting deliberately because
there was some idea to have the whole Namibia as a Conservancy. Are you
aware that there is such a thing and how do you link this to the utterances by
Honourable De Waal?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: Honourable Deputy Speaker, to answer the first question, the law
does not prevent a Close Corporation. There are farms registered in Close
Corporations and especially in 1995 when this law was drafted, the graph for
Close Corporations was high, simply because the farms could not be easily
acquired by Government as a result of that loophole. But now it has been closed.

It is true that there are so many Conservancies. What I was saying is that if I am
selling this piece of paper, I just put it out on tender and I will not say I only want
Comrade Tjiriange to buy this or Comrade Tjihuiko to buy this. It is not
supposed to be the case, but you will find that when Government wants to buy a
farm, the person withdraws because the person does not want this to go to black
people and they are saying it openly in our faces, which is not very good. Why
can we not teach these people a lesson? Why can we not do that through
legislation, by saying nobody in this agro-ecological zone should have more than
the allowable hectares. We can do so as Government. We must do that.
Comrades, let us do that. In that way the prices will go down because the supply
will exceed the demand and, therefore, when all our children and grandchildren
are in a position to go through this market, then they can do so. However, right
now after Independence we put ourselves at a place where we do not belong. We
felt we have work, we are Ministers, we are Directors, we can buy the farms. We
cannot, we cannot afford.

Some of our colleagues from the white community have been given farms for
free, some of them were given loans at very low, affordable interest rates and
now we are trying to compete with them. It will not work.
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Coming to urban land, this is land that people mostly need for housing. I made
this statement before and I was attacked outside and probably inside when I made
the analogy that if you take a person from Wanaheda to a five-bedroom house in
Ludwigsdorf, whether he will afford it, but the reality is that many of our people
cannot at the moment afford to build a house, that is for real and, therefore, we
should assist them with a piece of land. We all started small, with a piece of land
and then a person can put a kambashu there. (Interjections).

HON TJIHUIKO: May I ask a question to the Honourable Deputy Minister? I
appreciate the statement by the Honourable Deputy Minister and my question is,
you rightly said that people cannot afford, they need a small piece of land to set
up the houses that they can afford. Are you aware that right here in Windhoek
people are being chased away by the municipality from their land where they
wanted to put up something to stay in and perhaps supported by some of the
Ministries responsible?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: I do not condone illegality, but what I am saying is that many of
us started small, whether you call it a kambashu or a small house. That is how
you start. You cannot all of a sudden have a five-bedroom house, you have to
start somewhere. The point I am making is that people must be afforded land and
then they can put any type of accommodation that they can afford at that time and
as the economy grows with time, they can extend. That is a fact of life and that is
what my father taught me, to start small and not to buy a hundred heads of
livestock. You buy one heifer and see how it develops and then you add and add.
That is how we acquired some of these assets that we have. That is the real life
we are living in. We think everybody must all of a sudden be in a posh house.
How on earth will that be possible?

As Honourable Kavari indicated, land is where wealth starts and then you
continue. Therefore, in conclusion, I would really like to urge ourselves and the
municipalities, although they are struggling, to look at what our people can
afford. The land will lie there idly because the people cannot afford it, but yet it
denies the municipality some income. Had they developed the land for the
people to occupy, then the people could pay rent. Rent is affordable to many,
N$50 or N$100 depending on the value of the land. Many people will actually
contribute to the coffers of the municipality. However, here the land lies idle and
then they are complaining that they want to make a lot of money out of the land
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and the people who would be buying those plots are the ones who are well-off.
Then the lack of housing will continue for ever.

There are even people who want to develop, but when you go to the municipality,
you do not get this land to build affordable houses for people. (Interjection). The
municipalities are not only manned by SWAPO members, Honourable Tjihuiko,
there are also other Parties. Even NUDO has some Councillors and we did not
see that people are getting the land cheaper in that township.

Therefore, we are addressing the issue nationally and not on a party-political
basis. This issue is so important that it is not necessary to point fingers
politically, Honourable Tjihuiko.

Therefore, Honourable Deputy Speaker, that was my humble contribution and I
thank you very much.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. I now recognise the
Honourable Minister of Veterans Affairs.

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: I will be very brief. What the
Prime Minister has said was exactly what I was trying to reveal here, but he has
done it much better than I could.

These tricks that are today being played to get the land are very dangerous. The
land issue is really a time-bomb and if we play with the issue of the land, we are
precipitating a revolution. All of us who fought were fighting for the land. There
is nothing which is not on land. Close your eyes for a while and try to see what is
there that is not on land? Everything is on land and the people were exterminated
by the Germans to take the land. Therefore, if those who have land are
speculating with it, they are provoking a revolution. This is a problem because
those who have it must be sensitive and know that if a revolution start they will
not survive.

Just imagine, here is a Government of the landless, a Government with an army
and troops or landless people, police who are landless and you are speculating
with the land. If the people move onto that land, you want the Government of the
landless to send the soldiers who are landless to remove the landless from the
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land. It will not work, because those who are sent to go and remove the landless,
will stay there instead of coming back. Therefore, there is no need to provoke a
revolution which could easily be prevented by having better policies.

I think one mistake that we have made is that we are saying the underground
resources belong to the State. We could have done the same thing with the land
and we could have used it at least for many years on lease, but the title was a
grievous mistake and only to be used by the people of this country. Now what is
happening? The land is being stolen through these kinds of tricks, creating a
Close Corporation by Namibians and a foreigner buys that Close Corporation
together with the land belonging to that Close Corporation.

I feel the time has come, since the times of Comrade Hage Geingob…
(Intervention).

HON NAMBAHU: May I ask a small question? I am glad to hear my Senior
Leader talking about revolution. At times you hear someone saying, “I do not
like revolutions”. We have a leader of the Namibian revolution, where does that
revolution start and end and where is it desirable or not? We must exercise our
minds on that, because any process matures and a social process will definitely
have to come of age at a certain stage and it is statements like these that are
unfortunate, when you are asked in your face, “what have you done, what can
you do?” This is something that has always bothered my mind. We have a
revolution up to a certain stage and we leave it and say, “no, it is not desirable
from here onwards.”

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Let me just say, when we
started the struggle and I am not talking about when the Germans came here and
genocide was committed, I am talking about when we were fighting against the
South African Regime, the times when SWANU and SWAPO were created, these
Parties were created to fight peacefully. They were petitioning the Regime here,
sending peaceful delegations to come and try and talk sense into the heads of
those who were exploiting us that time, to say we are also human beings, we need
to be treated properly. But instead of them listening, we were thrown into
prisons, we were beaten up, we were being killed. You drive these people



240

10 March 2009 MOTION ON LAND PRICES
HON DR TJIRIANGE

towards the wall and even a dog which does not bite will bite when you put it in a
corner.

Therefore, we were forced into a revolution. When we went to take up arms it
was not because of our desire, because enough was enough and a revolution starts
that way.

If our land is going to be taken by those who got this in this cunning way, they
are inviting a revolution, the people will be tired and they will even render us
irrelevant in the eyes of the people who own land, because they will think that we
are not effective enough to protect them against the land thieves and we will
become irrelevant in their eyes.

Therefore, let us not provoke situations that we cannot control by doing things
that are not necessary. Those who have the land must know that they will not
survive if tumult comes to this land by their actions. This is what I am trying to
say.

Therefore, I think since the times of Comrade Hage Geingob when he had the
Land Conference, that time it was a very progressive Act under those
circumstances, but we have learned that there are many things that ought to be
corrected. Therefore, I agree with Comrade Pendukeni that the time has come for
us to sit again and take into consideration what is happening today, because what
happened yesterday determined what we did that time. Now there are new
factors that will determine for us to behave otherwise.

The time has come for us to change what we have agreed several years ago and
make sure that we do not have to allow this land to be stolen.

HON MUDGE: On a Point of Information. Honourable Speaker, I can fully
understand that this is a very emotional issue, but I really want to caution that we
should not speak easily about revolution, we should not speak about that. We
have a Government, you are in charge, you make the laws, you can decide. You
cannot blame anybody for the problems we have today. You are in power, so if
you do not like the way it is going, then something else can be done and I fully
agree, something should be done. However, I really want to caution that a
revolution starts with talking and then some people, not you, Sir, but other people
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outside take that further on and this whole thing is nurtured. You will then get to
a point where you will not be able to control it. I really want to caution the
Members not to do that.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, I am also requesting you
that whenever you rise and talk, please consider what is on the Order Paper,
namely the prices of urban and commercial land.

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: I hear you, but the behaviour
of people who have land relates to what I am saying. Take the issue of Omitara.
We were trying to solve the problem and we were prevented by our own laws.
People are next to the roads, those who have the farms went to Court and our own
Courts are supporting this kind of thing, it is our law. Revolution does not only
come through the barrel of the gun, it can even come through a change in the
laws. Revolutionise the laws and do the things that we want to do. Positive
change is what I am talking about and it must come and it can only come through
what Comrade Pendukeni has said, that we set up the roadmap so that we prevent
disaster. You will never have peace as long as you have not solved the problem
of land because everything is on the land and everybody wants it, not only to
farm, but even to build a house on.

When I bought my farm, the most expensive farm was probably N$350 per
hectare and now, because of speculation, it is N$2,000. Where are we going to
get this money from? In this way we are precipitating a disaster and that is why I
am saying that when you are asking a Government of landless people to send a
landless army to evict landless people, you will not succeed helping those who
have the land and we are speculating with the land. It does not make sense.

Therefore, I say that the time has come, the talking we have done, let us have a
platform where we review everything so that we can save this country.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I recognise Honourable Nujoma.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I will be brief. I just want to rise
and support this very important Motion of my Sister and I agree wholeheartedly
with what she has said.

When the Members were speaking, I was just looking at our Constitution and if
you look at Article 100, the sovereign ownership of natural resources, it says:
“Land, water and natural resources below and above the surface of the land
and in the continental shelf and within the territorial waters and the exclusive
economic zone of Namibia shall belong to the State, if they are not otherwise
lawfully owned.”

Now we go back to Article 16 just to show the paradox in our Constitution.
Article 16 on property says: “All persons shall have the right in any part of
Namibia to acquire, own and dispose of all forms of immovable and movable
property individually or in association with others and to bequeath their
property to their heirs or legatees: provided that Parliament may by legislation
prohibit or regulate as it deems expedient the right to acquire property by
persons who are not Namibian citizens.”

We have a Constitution and I think this paradox has led to Government calling a
Land Conference so that we can look at the issues and I think the attempts, as
provided for the Agricultural Land Reform Act, (Act 6 of 1995), were genuine. It
was an attempt to solve the problem, knowing our history where we are coming
from and where we wanted to go. Now it appears that all these good, genuine
intentions of the Namibian people were frustrated. Schemes have been developed
to frustrate this process. What remains to be done now?

We must also remember that the capitalist system is premised on the notion on
private property and market forces to operate freely. Now we have no land, we
have been colonised by successive colonisers, what do we do? We tried this
genuine, noble attempt to get our land back, but we are being frustrated. What do
we do?

We are being cautioned we must not talk about revolution because it is
dangerous. This is the paradox, this is the dilemma we are facing. I genuinely
quoted Parliament here, that we have the power and the means in this House to
legislate. Therefore, this is the dilemma we are facing and I think it is the right
time now that we have to go back and review what has happened so far and what
we need to do.
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I agree with the Minister of Justice when she says there were attempts in
Zimbabwe and today Zimbabwe has been declared a pariah State just because
they went against the noble principle, challenging the notion of private property
and market forces. All the capitalist countries, the whole establishment of the
West went against Zimbabwe and today the people are hungry and the
Zimbabwean Government is blamed for the problems in Zimbabwe.

I agree with the previous speakers that the time has come for us to review. We do
not want a revolution which may lead to a disaster. We are all mature people, we
want all the Namibian people to benefit from their resources and to have the right
to land. That is what we want. However, if these things are not working, we
have to start somewhere.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: May I ask my Deputy a question? Comrade
Nujoma, some people said to me and initially I thought it was a joke, but later I
realised they were serious, that apparently one formerly advantaged Namibian
was expressing his inner feelings to one of his friends and was saying:

“Ag, you people, we did not know that what you wanted truly is what is here. If
we knew, we could have given you Independence a long time ago. We did not
know you just wanted this peaceful Independence.” Why are the Namibians
saying so? Have you heard of this expression?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Yes, Senior Minister, I have heard
about this and I think the Namibians should be credited that we are really a very
tolerant Nation, very tolerant and very accommodating. When foreigners come
here they say the Namibians are very good people, they will greet you, they will
offer you everything and I think our Constitution is the best in the world and you
have a nice shanty town there in Katutura and life goes on very well. I think
patience will run out at one point, we cannot continue with the status quo.

I remember when the Founding President requested our white community,
“please let us share the land, if you have 65,000 hectares, why can you not give
some to Government, even 10,000?” There were very good whites who came
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forward, I remember Mr List who gave some of the farms to his people and some
of our people are resettled on those farms. They are trying to make ends meet
there. Those are genuine requests for reconciliation in the name of national
reconciliation. It is inconceivable that a foreigner could own half of a country
like Rwanda or smaller States in Europe, a person who does not belong to this
land and that is the problem.

HON MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT,
HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: May I ask a question? Comrade
Nujoma, there was a court case where, the Namibian Government wanted to
expropriate some of the farms as per law. Those Germans used to come here to
Namibia from Germany for the court proceedings, attend court cases and when
the court adjourns, they return to Germany. Do you think that if an African owns
a piece of land under the Bush Administration in America and the Bush
Administration confiscated that piece of land belonging to an African in Africa,
that that African will ever try to go to America to attend a court case? Do you not
think that Bush will just send that man back from the airport and say that plane
must not land in America? Is it really fair that our land is occupied? I had the
privilege to accompany President Pohamba to Germany and in all the discussions
they just asked, “what about our farms, what about our farms?” Is it really fair
that people in Germany ask about their farms here in Namibia whereas Africans
do not even own a piece of land in Germany?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: You are right, Honourable
Minister. I think it is a near impossibility for an African to go into Germany and
London and apply for a piece of land. Forget it, “where do you come from, who
are you?” It does not exist in the legislation of those countries, they will say you
are crazy, you are mad. They will say you are a mad African.

HON MINISTER OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: May I ask a question to
Comrade Nujoma? Comrade Nujoma, we were mentioning Zimbabwe here and
Zimbabwe was demonised to become a pariah State because they took the land
which belongs to them in Zimbabwe. Are you aware that the same people who
were demonising Zimbabwe, spearhead the sanctions, took the most sophisticated
weapons to go and fight in the Falkland Islands because of land?
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: You are hundred percent correct,
they took even sophisticated submarines and they fought the Argentineans just
over a territorial dispute and they killed so many Argentineans just because of the
land. Why fight over land which belongs to another territory in South America?
This is the problem and not only that, look at Iraq or look at home, what was the
whole point of the war in Iraq? It is because of the oil in Iraq. How many people
have been killed there? This is the hypocrisy and now Africans are being brought
to so-called ICCs, but the war criminals are just there in their western capitals.

HON MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Just a small question again, if I may.
Comrade Nujoma, this issue we are debating is core to human survival, is core to
conflicts in the world. Many African leaders have been dragged to the
International Court of Justice in Europe. You just mentioned the fact that so
many Iraqi people have died. Do you foresee any day when those who killed the
Iraqi people will be dragged to the International Court of Justice to stand trial?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Back to the Debate. I would
however like to see justice prevailing in our lifetime one day, to answer the
question by my Minister. I want to see justice. The Prime Minister always
speaks about social justice. We want justice to prevail one day, justice for the
black man, for dispossession, for slavery, for humiliation, for everything, for all
the bad things we have suffered just because of the colour of our skin. We want
justice to be seen one day.

HON VILJOEN: Honourable Deputy Speaker, on a Point of Information. If the
Honourable Deputy Minister is looking for revenge, he must dig two graves – one
for himself.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: One for you and one for myself.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I did not get that, two graves, what do you mean
by that?
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HON VILJOEN: If he wants revenge, he must dig two graves, one for himself.
I know it is difficult to understand now, but tonight you can think about it.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: When President Bush took office
he recalled what Martin Luther King was saying. “I want justice to prevail one
day.”

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF GENDER EQUALITY AND CHILD
WELFARE: May I ask my Brother a question? Please explain to me about the
graves in my language because I do not understand. How does a person mention
graves here in Parliament? Please tell us, I do not understand.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: In our culture it is a serious insult,
it is a curse, but if you want to take your AK and fire a bullet and miss me, I will
also fire back. Then there will be two graves for each and everyone. Therefore,
do not make that mistake, we were sent for military training in order to defend
ourselves. If you miss me, I will shoot you.

HON VILJOEN: May I just correct what I said?

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, can you be clear? Some of us are still young,
we do not understand.

HON VILJOEN: It is a proverb, it is not literally meant. I will not kill you and
you will not kill me. If I could explain in Afrikaans I will do it, but it is a
proverb. It is “by wyse van spreuke” and it will take time to realise what I mean.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Martin Luther King (Jnr) preached
for social justice in the United States and he said, “I have a dream, I have a
dream.” When you have seen the inauguration of President Barak
Obama…(Intevention).

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: I am disturbed by what Honourable Viljoen has
said, I am trying to understand it. Honourable Viljoen, is it allowed to declare
war in Parliament?

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not allowed to declare war, that is why I was
trying to understand what he was saying.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: It is what he did, he declared war in
Parliament.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is it true, Honourable Viljoen? If you declared
war, please withdraw that because I do not understand your language at all.
Withdraw that. Yes, translation.

HON BAYER: What the Honourable Member means is that when you take
revenge, there are two opposite sides and in revenge both can get hurt.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: That was not war, he did not declare war.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I was saying that Martin Luther
King (Jnr) was preaching reconciliation and social justice. What happened to
him? He was assassinated. He said, “I have a dream” and if you have watched
the inauguration of President Obama, there were many black political activists
who were crying, the tears were running. Why were they crying? It is because
they have seen that what Martin Luther King (Jnr) has preached has been
realised. Just to a certain small degree it gave hope of millions of blacks and the
people in the Diaspora and we must not forget, we are talking about national



248

10 March 2009 ADJOURNMENT

reconciliation here, about land, we are not saying we are going to take the land by
force, we are saying, let us share the land. That is what we are trying to say, Mr
Viljoen.

When people say the Land Conference failed, it has failed because we cannot
share. Up to now maybe only 5% of the land has been returned to the owners.
Must we keep quiet so that we can be acceptable in the eyes of our brothers?
That is what we are requesting, we are requesting a share but let us start
somewhere. We have to start somewhere and we have seen that we have failed,
we have to review what we have been doing and then come forward with new
proposals, put them on the Table here in Parliament and I hope all the Opposition
Parties will support this, so that we move forward. We need the undertaking of
NUDO, CoD and all the other Political Parties, MAG and everybody. This is a
Namibian thing, we have to do it the Namibian way. I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. In terms of Rule 90 of the
Standing Rules and Orders, the House stands adjourned until tomorrow 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:45 UNTIL 2009.03.11 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

NOMINATION OF NEW MEMBER
TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Members, a vacancy has occurred in the National
Assembly as a result of the resignation of Honourable Leon Jooste of the
SWAPO Party. In terms of Article 48(2) of the Namibian Constitution, the
SWAPO Party has nominated Dr Korbinian Veshkaya Amutenya to fill the
vacancy in the Assembly. I now call on the Chief Justice Shivute to administer
the Oath or Affirmation to Dr Amutenya.

CHIEF JUSTICE SHIVUTE administers the Oath to the new Member.

HON SPEAKER: I now declare Dr Korbinian Veshkaya Amutenya as a duly
nominated Member of the National Assembly. Congratulations and we will now
send you off to your seat. Your Honour, Chief Justice, once again thank you very
much for carrying out this onerous duty incumbent upon you as per our
Constitution and the responsibilities that each one of the three Branches of State
carry. I now ask the Sergeant-at-Arms to kindly escort the Chief Justice out of
the Chamber.

Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select Committees? Other Reports
and Papers? Honourable Kawana.
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TABLING: ANNUAL REPORT 2007/2008:
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Honourable Speaker, I
lay upon the Table, the Annual Report of the Office of the President of 1 April
2007 to 31 March 2008.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Minister please table the Report?
Honourable Minister of Education.

TABLING: REPORT OF NAMIBIA
LIBRARY AND INFORMATION COUNCIL

HON MINISTER OF EDUCATION: Honourable Speaker, I lay upon the
Table, the Report of the Namibia Library and Information Council covering the
year 2003 to 2007.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Minister table the Report? Any
further Reports? Minister of Finance.
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ANNUAL REPORT: AGRICULTURAL BANK OF
NAMIBIA, 2007

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Speaker, I lay upon the Table,
Annual Report of the Agricultural Bank of Namibia for the Financial Year 2007.

TABLING: REPORTS OF AUDITOR-GENERAL

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: I also lay upon the Table, Reports of the
Auditor-General on the accounts of the following offices:

(a) Municipality of Usakos for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2007;

(b) Town Council of Oshakati for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2007;

(c) Town Council of Eenhana for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2007;

(d) Town Council of Khorixas for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2007;
and

(e) Municipality of Mariental for the Financial Year ended 30 June 2008.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Minister table the Reports? Any further Reports and
Papers? Any Notice of Questions? Honourable Venaani.



252

11 March 2009 NOTICE OF QUESTIONS
HON VENAANI

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

QUESTION 33:

HON VENAANI: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on Thursday, the 27th

of March 2009, I shall ask the Honourable Minister of Regional and Local
Government, Housing and Rural Development the following:

In view of the current debacle of the City of Windhoek CEO contract that is about
to lapse –

(a) How much is the current remuneration package of the position of CEO of
the City of Windhoek?

(b) How much did the previous CEO, meaning the last occupier of the job,
earn the last month of service in relation to the current remuneration
package?

(c) What is the actual financial position of the City of Windhoek at present?

(d) If the current CEO is competent and doing a marvellous job in running the
affairs of the City, why is there an apparent insistence for his contract to
be extended without allowing any fair competition through advertising the
job?

(e) Will the Minister, in the interest of equity and ratepayers of the City
ensure that the position of CEO be openly advertised and that the best
person will take the job?

(f) Why should this position be confined to the Party Headquarters or is this
the policy for jobs-for-comrades?

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Member please table the Questions?
Any further Notice of Questions? Any Notice of Motions? Any Ministerial
Statements?
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The First Notice of Motion is the one of Honourable Dienda. Does the
Honourable Member Move the Motion?

HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: Honourable Speaker, Honourable Dienda is
travelling with a Standing Committee and has requested me to adjourn the Debate
on her behalf until Wednesday, next week.

HON SPEAKER: So decided. The Second Notice of Motion is the one of
Honourable Viljoen. Does the Honourable Member Move the Motion?

MOTION ON DISASTERS CAUSED BY
FLOODS IN NAMIBIA

HON VILJOEN: I Move the Motion.

HON SPEAKER: Who seconds? Any objection? Agreed to. Honourable
Viljoen has the Floor

HON VILJOEN: Honourable Speaker, last week I was in Botswana with
Members of the Committee on Human Resources and I received two messages
from Namibia. The one was an SMS from the wife to inform me that Parliament
is discussing my Motion on the Efundja, which is this Motion, while I have not
motivated it yet. I was flattered because my Motion made history.

I also heard that Parliament adjourned because of a problem with a quorum. I
was disappointed because every time the Chief Whip of MAG turns his back, this
happens. (Laughter).
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Honourable Speaker, it is sometimes not necessary to be a fortune-teller to come
to certain conclusions. One sometimes gets a gut feeling, but most of the time
you can only use your common sense to know what may happen in future.

In April 2008 I said that flooding in Namibia will happen more frequently
because of global climate changes. This year the flooding is even worse than last
year. At the end of last year I referred to the closure of the mines in Namibia and
it happened sooner than expected. If the Honourable Members of this House
want to know whether they will occupy their seats in this House next year, I can
give it a try but it will cost you some money.

Namibia is a relatively dry country, some parts are desert and some parts are
semi-desert. When global warming was identified as a threat to the world as a
whole, it was also predicted that Namibia will suffer the consequences. It will
become dryer and the desert will expand its borders eastwards. In the year 2008
we received very good rain and especially the northern belt of the country from
floods. We all know that for the past couple of weeks the rain was pouring down
from heaven and in some places it is continuing. Even the northern parts of
Botswana in the Kazane area suffered from floods that destroyed crops and
infrastructure of the country.

Why am I concerned about the flood situation in Namibia? The vast majority of
the Namibian population live in the areas affected by flooding and has, in the first
place, the inconvenience and danger of this disaster in terms of the flood itself
and the health risk due to certain diseases and this morning we read that 92
people have already died in the floods.

In 2008 the area beyond the Etosha Pans was declared a flood-stricken area and
apart from contributions made from all the world, it also placed a financial
burden on the Namibian economy. According to rumours, more water from the
Cuvelai system is on its way. The Regional Director for Education in the
Omusati Region described the present situation as a national disaster. Many
schools have already been closed. I think we must discuss how to make provision
for similar disasters in future. I am convinced that it will happen more frequently
in the future. The Cuvelai area down to the Etosha Pans was a prehistoric lake.
There is a possibility that it will become a lake again.

Some areas in Namibia suffer more from floods and the Government is accused
of ignoring certain recommendations. Take for instance the Hardap Dam which
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caused a catastrophe last year. If we look at the potential danger of floods in this
area, it is still a matter of grave concern. However, I am satisfied that the
Government has dealt with this problem, as reported last year by Honourable
Nicky Iyambo. The Authorities kept the level of the dam at 70 percent and I am
convinced that this is a proactive measure. The reeds in the river were treated
with weed-killer in April 2008, also in December 2008 and the people who got
the tender will do it again in April 2009, but the reality is that some people
expected a miracle will happen and that the reeds will vanish overnight. The
truth is that the weed-killer must firstly be absorbed by the reeds and eventually
the plants will die but they are still in the river.

The second phase was to burn the reeds, but numerous efforts by the farmers and
the Namibia Defence Force to do so failed because the dead plants are soaked
with water. The good news is that a lot of this plant material is being uprooted
and taken downstream by the water. I am convinced that if we continue with the
mentioned programme, the risk of another disastrous flood will be minimised, but
it still needs a lot of planning to find a permanent solution.

Walvis Bay is another problem area. In the Kuiseb area an unexpected amount of
rain inland brought enough water down the Kuiseb to flood all the water
installations and pumps. I think all of us know that they are trying to find a
solution, therefore I am not going to elaborate on that.

Last year I explained in full the origin of the Efunjda in the area beyond the
Etosha Pan and I am not going to repeat it. We must distinguish between
flooding due to abundant rain, as is presently the case in most of the areas, and
the Efundja where the water comes down from Angola, a product of the Cuvelai
system. My source of information was convinced that, according to the older
people in Ondangwa, the Efundja only affected parts further to the north with
Oshakati as the lowest point in the Cuvelai system.

There is a twinning agreement between the Municipality of Lempäälä in Finland
and Ondangwa and a Finnish engineer is presently doing long-term planning for
the problem. There is also a possibility that the sewerage water could
contaminate the water in the oshanas. If it is true it may pose a very serious
health risk.

The whole world is concerned about global warming and there are different
views. Global warming may warm up the cold Benguela Stream along our coast.
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If this happens we will get more rain. Although it is speculation, we must be
prepared. More rain will cause more floods and it might happen that the northern
part of our country will be flooded more frequently. If it happens, what will we
do?

We can make a study of the situation and make use of experts to come up with
the best solution. I am convinced that we may find a solution to minimise the
problem. The solution may be in organising the people in such a way that future
floods will have the smallest influence in their living places, public and
Government institutions or an emergency plan and an early warning system may
reduce the risk of people being caught unexpectedly. We can also establish a
special fund for such circumstances. We can also ignore the disaster of 2008 and
2009 and hope that we have another 50 years to live in peace and prosperity. I
think that we are all convinced that there is a change in the weather pattern
worldwide and we must prepare ourselves for more floods in future. I thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Member for his motivation. Any
further discussion? Dr Amweelo.

HON AMWEELO: Thank you very much, Comrade Speaker. I would
welcome my Colleague, Dr Amutenya, to this Honourable House.

Comrade Speaker, my contribution is based on empirical evidence because I have
conducted research on this. Allow me to add my voice to this very important
Motion introduced by Honourable Viljoen of MAG on 24 February 2009, the
Chief Whip of MAG. I congratulate and thank the Honourable Member and I
support this Motion.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, in global terms the most frequent
occurrences of natural disasters are flooding, earthquakes and drought. Natural
disasters claim more lives and cause damage to valuable properties all over the
world. There are greater geographical variation in the risk that an individual is
exposed to. Factors affecting the risk are, for example, population density,
building structures, how long the events last, how sudden and unexpected the
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event is and how often such events occur and the number of incidents which
preceded it. Examples of hazards in connection with the natural disaster are
dams, riverbanks and mountainous areas.

Comrade Speaker, in 1938 in China a flood washed away a whole city and one
million people died. Our neighbouring countries, such as: Zambia, Mozambique,
Zimbabwe and Malawi, have been lashed by having rains for several weeks last
year in 2008. Swollen rivers burst their banks, killing dozens and forced
thousands of villagers to flee flooded homes. Floods have also destroyed bridges,
culverts and roads and swept away livestock and crops.

In Namibia we have experienced major floods in the northern Regions, Oshikoto,
Oshana, Ohangwena, Omusati and Caprivi from the month of January to
February in 2008. According to rainfall figures released by the Meteorological
Service last year, most Regions in the north of Namibia have been experiencing
above average quantities of rain in the rainy season. Many vital infrastructures,
such as roads, bridges and culverts are damaged and a large number of people are
affected by the heavy rains and floods emanating from the Cuvelai River system
in southern Angola. Infrastructure, such as bridges at Ongwediva and
Okandjengedi which have been constructed in 1965, have reached the end of their
lifespan and need rehabilitation.

This year, 2009, the persistent heavy rains in northern Namibia have forced the
Directorate of Education in Ohangwena, Oshikoto, Oshana and Omusati to close
down more than 75 schools and more than 120 schools are affected across the
Regions. Information from the Police reveals that the death toll in the
abovementioned Regions have exceeded 40 people since the beginning of the
heavy rains and today a figure of more than 90 was mentioned.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, the pressing questions are:

What can we do to mitigate such a disaster in order to minimise the impact?
What are the control measures and methods which could be introduced? What
are the causes of the natural disasters or calamities? Are our financial resources
enough to solve these problems? How do we protect our people and their
valuable properties and the environment in the future from natural disasters or
calamities?
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Honourable Members, first I would like to draw your attention to some factors
which might be causing natural disasters / calamities. According to Global
Warming Wikipedia, the free Encyclopaedia, the average global air temperature
near the Earth’s surface increased by 0,74, plus minus 0,18 centigrade during the
hundred years, ending in 2005.

The Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change concludes that most of the
observed increase in globally averaged temperatures since the mid-twentieth
century is very likely due to the observed increase in anthropogenic or manmade
greenhouse gas concentrations via the greenhouse effect. The detailed causes of
the recent Warming remain an activity field of research, but the scientific
consensus is that the increase in atmospheric greenhouse gas is due to human
activities, caused most of the Warming observed since the start of the industrial
era. Some other hypothesis, departing from the consensus view, have been
suggested to explain most of the temperature increase. One such hypothesis
proposes that Warming may be the result of variations in solar activities. Natural
phenomena such as solar variation, combined with volcanoes probably had a
small Warming effect from pre-industrial times to 1950 and a small cooling effect
from 1950 onwards.

These basic conclusions have been endorsed by at least thirty scientific societies
and academies of science, including all of the National Academies of the major
industrialised countries.

Comrade Speaker, the overwhelming scientists working on climate change agree
with the Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change’s main conclusions.
Climate model projections summarised by the Inter-Governmental Panel on
Climate Change indicate that average surface temperature may likely rise a
further 1,1 to 6,4 centigrade during the 21st century. This range of values results
from the use of differing scenarios of future greenhouse gas emissions as well as
models with differing climate sensitivity.

Comrade Speaker, although most studies focus on the period up to 2100 years,
Warming and sea-level rise are expected to continue for more than one thousand
years even if the greenhouse gas levels are stabilised. The delay in reaching
equilibrium is a result of the large heat capacity of the oceans.

Comrade Speaker, human activity since the industrial revolution have increased
the concentration of various greenhouse gases, leading to increased radioactive
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forces from CO² , carbon dioxide, methane, etcetera. Increasing global
temperature will cause sea-level to rise and is expected to increase the intensity of
extreme weather events and to change the amount and the pattern of precipitation
which might result in flooding and drought.

Other effects of Global Warming include changes in agricultural yields, trade
routes, glacier retreat, species extinctions and an increase in rangers of disease
vectors.

Comrade Speaker, in order to solve this problem of natural disasters, the problem
of disasters involves coordination of a large number of agencies concerned with
different aspects. Industry and the Government need to establish the task force to
study various aspects involved in it, which will suggest a number of mitigating
measures. Various other agencies, such as NamWater, University of Namibia,
Polytechnic of Namibia, etcetera, also need to work out mitigation measures in
specific areas of risk management.

Natural disasters cannot be confined to the administrative boundaries of one
settlement or the other, hence they cannot be managed by the limited resources of
one urban body. Therefore planning for disaster prevention and mitigation calls
for harmonisation of the plans and programmes of a number of local bodies in
urban and rural areas.

Comrade Speaker, Honourable Members, while it may be difficult, it is very
difficult to totally predict or avert natural disasters like rains and floods precisely,
some measures could however be taken to mitigate such disasters in order to
minimise their impact. The interference of man with the natural process without
any regard for the possible negative consequences also caused disaster, such as
the greenhouse effect already mentioned, the construction of dams in unsuitable
areas, disturbing the ecology, high-rise buildings, deforestation, disposal of
industrial effluents, habitation in flood plain areas like Oshana, etcetera, which
need to be controlled and managed to minimise the negative effects. A broad
spectrum of mitigation measures and risk control management strategies are
outlined as follows:

For flood forecasting and contra-measures variations in hydraulic and sediment
responses of the river water and flood-prone rivers could be regularly monitored
by the concerned agencies, such as the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and
Forestry, NamWater, and others. Data on rainfall run-off and sediment yield
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along with other watershed characteristics also need to be collected at observation
posts.

Secondly, for providing flood protection to the community, certain engineering
measures, comprising of storage methods, conveyance methods, proper drainage,
etcetera, should also be developed as a contra-measure.

Thirdly, some people also suggested for proper urban and rural land use,
facilitating more absorption of surface runoff, control on occupation of flood
plains by identifying prohibited zones, restricted zones and warning zones and the
modification in building regulations, incorporating the design ability to withstand
inundation and high velocity.

Fourthly, other flood mitigation measures suggested includes proper sighting and
soil bearing conditions, good drainage system needs to be considered, additional
protection measures for roofing need to be considered, rigid frame construction,
water proofing treatments needs to be considered.

Some people said growing of plants and trees in catchment areas and along the
banks of rivers, and the development of a flood plain zoning concept are also
recommended as contra-measures.

Comrade Speaker, apart from the conventional methods, remote sensing
techniques have emerged as an important tool for monitoring the changes and
give early warning of natural hazards. Remote sensing tools are not very cheap,
therefore we need to have enough resources. Remote sensing tools available for
monitoring mainly comprise aerial photographs, radar images are needed and
earth observing satellite images are needed, thermal infrared and other remote
sensing images and the data provided by the meteorological satellites are needed.
Information about flood disaster obtained through satellites helped to a great
extent in mitigating and reducing the effects of such natural calamities. Satellite
remote sensing is largely used for monitoring the change and the issue of an early
warning of natural hazards and the mapping of the endangered zones. We need
resources.

Flood zone mapping using satellite remote sensing has resulted in considerable
reduction of damage caused due to the unforeseen floods. Although natural
disasters are not a common phenomenon in Namibia, we need to seriously
consider a contingency plan for disaster and calamities. Who is going to do this?
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The Emergency Management Unit or the Department of Natural Resources
Management in the Ministry of Environment and Tourism will be entrusted with
drafting the disaster / calamities contingency plan (Intervention).

HON GURIRAB: May I ask the Honourable Member a question? I am
following the presentation, but I do not know whether you are about to conclude.
Before you conclude, I wanted to ask whether you can say something about the
floods in Namibia and secondly, on which site is that readily available?

HON AMWEELO: Comrade Speaker, I said that this information is based on
empirical evidence countrywide. I am talking about Oshikoto, Oshana,
Ohangwena, Caprivi and also in Hardap.

The Emergency Management Unit or the Department of Natural Resources
Management in the Ministry of Environment and Tourism will be entrusted in
drafting the disaster, calamities contingency plan.

Comrade Speaker, a method not only needs to be introduced, we need proper
planning and development imperatives. The process of planning for flood
disaster mitigation and risk management is generally comprised of the following
stages:

In the beginning, the short-term is the mitigation stage, involving planning for
reduction of risks to human life and safety, followed by the preparedness. In this
stage the emphasis is on preparation of development plans to reduce damage by
intervention. Once the plan is prepared, it would be followed by response in
terms of provisions of emergency relief and assistance. Lastly it would be
recovery aspects making provision for support in the aftermath of a disaster, so
that the original functioning could be restored. The community cannot be risk-
free and will have to function within the specific levels of tolerance of natural and
man-made hazards.

Alternatives to disaster prevention and mitigation may however be found in
having development away from hazardous areas towards safe allocations or
enforcing structural measures aimed at resisting or deflecting the impact of
natural phenomena. The physical planning specifically proper land-use planning
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can greatly contribute to reducing both disaster risk and vulnerability of human
settlements. Land-use planning and control are the key factors for orderly and
safe growth of human settlements.

In disaster-prone areas the expansion of urban areas is of critical importance and
its feasibility is directly related to the extension of infrastructure and other civic
services linking with the core town. Land-use control measures indicate the
location, function and the density of such urban extension areas. Generally the
reduction of the intensity or the frequency of the natural hazards in most areas are
beyond control. However, the reduction of the damage probability is well within
the reach.

Land-use planning and control should therefore primarily concentrate on reducing
the risk of flood disaster by reducing damage probability, by channelling future
urban expansion away from the areas exposed to severe natural hazards.

The up-to-date maps indicating the hazardous areas by type, intensity and
frequency is an essential requirement for taking up the systematic land-use
planning and development exercise. Once maps and the criteria for land-use
regulations are available, evaluation of future settlement sites could be made
easily. Apart from the direct relocation of development activities in future, the
land-use mapping should also identify the hazardous areas of the existing
settlements so that priority could be assigned to urban renewal disaster
programmes and disaster preparedness accordingly.

Comrade Speaker, with the broad policy framework of urban and rural
development, at national level the detailed policies and programmes should be
worked out at urban area level. For guiding the spatial distribution of human
activities and for implementation of flood disaster mitigation programmes, the
package of plans consisting of a long range perspective plan, could span let us say
15 to 25 years. Short-term development plans could be for 5 years, coinciding
with the Namibia Third Development Plan NDP3 and Vision 2030, followed by
annual action plans and specific projects and schemes should be prepared.

Comrade Speaker, in conclusion, the way forward. Comrade Kaiyamo used to
say, “the point of departure.” The planning policies and programmes should
integrate the structural and the man-made environment so as to avoid the negative
effects of unplanned growth. The success of various land-use measures for



263

11 March 2009 MOTION ON DISASTERS CAUSED BY FLOODS
HON DR AMWEELO

preventing the settlements from further damage from the natural hazards would
be facilitated by certain policy interventions.

At local level land-use development policies need to be harmonised with
environmental, social and economic goals within the broad objectives of flood
disaster prevention and mitigation. Training and interaction programmes should
be augmented. Mechanisms for inter-sectoral coordination need to be
harmonised with environmental, social and economic goals within the broad
objectives of disaster prevention and mitigation.

Secondly, at national level, land-use planning legislation for flood disaster
prevention and mitigation need to be strengthen. At international level,
awareness programmes would be of vital importance for the disaster-prone areas.
The international funding agencies should ask for a vulnerability analysis
components while funding any project in disaster prone areas. Technical
assistance needs to be provided for taking of such projects…(Intervention).

HON BOHITILE: I just want to ask my Neighbour a question. Before you
move to international interventions, while we are still at the local interventions,
would you say one of the policy interventions on future settlements in those flood
areas would be to move communities permanently, set up new settlement areas
and move those communities permanently and not bring them back to the flood
areas? Would you say that could also be a policy intervention?

HON AMWEELO: Precisely, I agree with you hundred percent, Colleague.

In conclusion, depending on local conditions, the following natural forces must
be considered by industry, Local Government and others in their land-use
planning: The installation design, their processes, management, emergency
plans, etcetera, flooding and extreme drought. The effects of a natural disaster
can be reduced by having early warning systems, safe building methods, reliable
transport systems and a contingency plans. Thank you very much. With these
many, many words I support the Motion.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:40
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:13 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT
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HON SPEAKER: Right Honourable Prime Minister.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Firstly, I
welcome you back. Secondly, I welcome Dr Amutenya to the House and to
inform the Honourable Members that the SWAPO Party did not only train in how
to operate katusha and other high-powered guns, but also to train doctors. That is
why we can assure you that if you have a heart attack, SWAPO will be able to
provide you with a doctor and Dr Amutenya is one of them.

HON VENAANI: May I ask the Right Honourable Prime Minister a question?
Would the respected physician also treat politicians on the other side of the aisle
that suffer from amnesia?

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Nobody on this side is suffering from
amnesia. We are very proactive, unlike some tortoise Parties who ask questions
about mortuaries and other things.

HON RIRUAKO: On a Point of Order. Is it allowed to refer to another Party as
a tortoise Party?

HON SPEAKER: I was listening but it was not a specific Party. There is no
particular Party that I know by that characterisation.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: I did not say “cockroaches”, I said
“tortoise”. Let me first of all thank Honourable Viljoen that once in a blue moon
he has demonstrated his concern for everybody, not a particular somebody as he
normally does and also has demonstrated his interest in the welfare of the general
population, not a particular section of the population. It means that the SWAPO
Party is doing well to educate him to be part of the community. Thank you for
the Motion.
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On behalf of the Department of Emergency Management in the Office of the
Prime Minister, I would like to give some information and first of all thank Dr
Amweelo for providing the theoretical basis of what I am going to say.

Yes, disasters in Namibia have so far happened in about 5 ways: Droughts,
floods, veldt fires, diseases such as polio and animal diseases such as foot-and-
mouth disease, etcetera. Therefore, we in the Department of Emergency
Management are very aware of those possibilities.

Talking specifically about floods. There are three systems which are always
pregnant and possible to give birth to floods. You have the Zambezi flood plain
which affects eastern Caprivi, you have the Cuvelai system which affects
Owambo Plateau and then you have the manmade Fish River-Hardap system.
Now another system is developing along the Kuiseb River towards the sea.
These systems are well-known in terms of flooding and what is happening now is
that the Ministry of Agriculture, through its Department of Water, has put up
monitoring systems along these systems for early warning, small stations to
monitor the bulk of water at a particular time and the movement of that water, so
that people are warned in good time. They have been issuing a bulletin showing
the water levels in the rivers and also in the dams each day. That is a proactive
action which has been taken by the Department of Water in the Ministry of
Agriculture.

On the part of the Department of Emergency Management we are going to bring
to this House the policy on how to monitor, anticipate, mitigate and manage
disasters, whether fire, wind, water or even disease. We shall bring it here for
your input and I hope that Mr Viljoen, assisted by Dr Amweelo, will do a good
job to enrich the policy. I hope to bring this policy here in a couple of weeks for
your attention and debate.

Once we have a policy, we shall now be able to draft the law which will guide
management of disasters in the country. Right now we are doing disaster
management on the basis of a Cabinet policy only. There is no law guiding us
and sometimes it is very difficult to mobilise everybody, especially when you
want to move people. If a person refuses, you have no basis of removing this
person or if a person uses unsafe methods of travel in a disaster, you have no way
to prevent that person doing so, unless you just persuade. Therefore, we need a
law to guide us and also to establish a statutory management system, so that they
will be backed by law.
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For now, as far as the current flood is concerned, we have a system in place. The
only problem we had is that this year the disaster started with actual rains, not
floods and especially in northern Namibia the rains are determined by two
systems. The rain might come from the Indian Ocean and the rain normally
floods Mozambique and when it comes here it is a bit weaker, we do not get
floods from that Indian Ocean system. However, we also have the system called
the Subtropical Convergence Zone which are the rains from the tropics, from the
Equator. When the trade winds shift and move from the west and come south,
then those trade winds carry heavy moisture from the Equator and these are the
rains which are now causing devastation. We know that rivers such as the
Zambezi, Kavango and Kunene all originate from the Angolan highlands and if
you have heavy rains on the Angolan highlands, then you are likely to get floods,
even late in the season as the water sometimes moves very slowly. Therefore,
these rivers are normally fed from Angola where the Kavango River moves
towards the east and the Kunene to the west and you have that area in-between.
This is how these waters move and the land is tilted from the north to the south
and it is that tilting which forces the water to flow in the direction the water is
flowing.

It is not quite accurate to say that there were no floods a long time ago, there
were. I do remember from my own childhood in the fifties there were heavy
floods in the area. I do not know whether it was 1951 or 1952. The only
difference is that that water was moving freely, there were no obstructions and
after two, three weeks the water is gone. The problem with the current floods is
that there are obstructions and obstructions divert water into different directions
and this causes flooding where there was not supposed to be flooding, especially
of the mahangu fields, because the watercourse was somehow tampered with. If
you construct a bridge, the bridge is not big enough to carry the volume of water
and the water thus goes somewhere else and it disrupts the life of other people.

The other phenomenon is the fact that in the old days floods did not follow each
other every year, it would take another five or ten years before that happens. The
strange part of this flood is that it happened last year and somehow we thought
that it happened last year, it will not happen this year and it did happen.
According to the theory of Honourable Amweelo this is perhaps going to be a
permanent phenomenon, that most of our rains will now come from the Tropical
Convergence Zone and that Tropical Convergence Zone carries a huge volume of
moisture and perhaps that is climate change, I do not know.
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However, the point is that for now we have to do something else to mitigate these
floods in the future. We are not quite sure what to do, but our engineers are there
and especially the Ministry of Regional and Local Government, Housing and
Rural Development is developing a master plan for storm water in the small
settlements and towns in these flat northern areas so that they should now be able
to improve and when we get huge volumes of water flowing, this water should be
channelled into watercourses to flow to Etosha. That is actually where the water
is trying to get to, because that is where the water went since time immemorial,
but because of the obstructions that is not happening as fast as it should.

Therefore, there are continuous plans underway to really deal with these floods in
the future.

People have also been talking about earth dams and I also know that the Ministry
of Agriculture has a programme to build earth dams. Earth dams are good but
sometimes they also overflow. Part of the flooding of the palace of the Chief of
Ondonga came from an earth dam. If there is just too much water in the earth
dam, the wall will start to go and this is a large volume of water. Care should be
taken that when these earth dams are built, some measures should be taken, that
when the dam overflows it should not cause unintended disasters.

Those of us who live in Klein Windhoek know that during the rainy season we do
not use Nelson Mandela Road anymore, you have to use Uhland Street, because
you do not know what is happening at the Avis Dam. These guys who open the
sluices at Avis have a tendency of opening without warning anybody. Therefore,
we should also be aware that earth dams can also cause disasters.

What we are worried about for now is actually the post-flood situation, especially
in the highly populated northern areas. The mahangu fields have been flooded
and many people will not be able to harvest and those people traditionally depend
upon their own harvest. Now we have to brace ourselves that somehow we have
to give food support to these people until the next rainy season.

However, we will also recall that before the flood last year there was a drought.
For three consecutive years people did not produce anything and this is really a
big problem.

One thing we have also discovered because of the heavy rains is that these
traditional homesteads must be modernised. After the heavy rains these
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homesteads built with mud bricks and sticks just collapse and the people are
sleeping in the open. We have to see how we could assist people to put up
permanent structures, perhaps to give them proper roofing but something must
happen. In any case, those whose homesteads have collapsed will have a tough
time to find other sticks and poles because you need a permit to go and cut and
there is not much to cut there in any case.

Therefore, we are faced with a food, housing and sanitation problem and also
malaria. The mosquitoes will start breeding when the water comes to a standstill.
We should expect the instances of malaria to increase in the area. I am not quite
sure whether prophylaxis still works. Of course, mosquito nets will work, but
how many people can you give mosquito nets? We are distributing mosquito nets
but we are not quite sure whether they are enough.

The other problem for now is cooking. Since everything is wet, firewood is
difficult to come by and we have to mobilise stoves for people to cook on
paraffin, otherwise you might have your food, but you cannot cook. We are
doing the best we can do as an Emergency Management Agency, but I think it is
important for Parliament to know what is being done.

Last year Honourable Nora Schimming-Chase was so energetic that she
mobilised the Parliamentarians to make a contribution. I hope she will do the
same this year and perhaps go and hand this contribution herself to the people in
the flooded area to buy some stoves, so that she can make the presence of CoD
known in those areas. Jokes aside, we have to do something as Parliament. We
must be seen to express our solidarity with those who are in need. Some of us are
highly indebted individuals, but please, one dollar will make a difference to those
people in the immediate situation.

I thought I should give Honourable Viljoen this information so that he can go and
communicate to the whole powerful MAG to make a contribution to the flood
situation. Thank you for bringing this Motion to the Floor of the House.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Venaani.

HON VENAANI: Honourable Speaker, thank you very much. I want to
wholeheartedly thank the Mover of the Motion, Honourable Viljoen, who has
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consistently and persistently brought this important Motion to this House in the
interest of our citizenry.

Honourable Speaker, this Debate is indeed, a very important Debate currently in
our country, because of the calamity that has struck people, and secondly, on
continental level because of the situation of climate change. This year in
particular is a very important year where there is a review of the Kyoto Protocol
and a conference in Copenhagen later this year that is going to address climate
change.

Honourable Speaker, it is my conviction and belief that the Debate on climate
change is leaving the countries that are guilty of these emissions to go scot-free. I
was listening very attentively to the statement made by Honourable Dr Amweelo
and he said the country must prepare – and I agree with him – having radar and
all the needed technological equipment to be able to monitor the effects of
climate change and the weather on our citizenry. However, I am looking at many
poor countries – Namibia not an exception – on the African continent and I
wonder whether a country would choose to have a radar system rather than taking
their people to hospital or taking their children to school.

I feel that Namibia should play a much bigger role at the Copenhagen Summit,
that Africa should not and cannot condone the situation as is, that the powerful
countries, had it been a reversed situation, had it been the weaker countries
causing these emissions, I am sure the world would have lambasted us for our
attitudes. However, the stronger Nations are continuing unabated with the
emissions and are not doing anything to assist weaker Nations to create these
mechanisms that Honourable Amweelo as a scientist was so eloquently talking
about, to make sure that we foresee these challenges beforehand. I feel that we
should not miss this opportunity at the Copenhagen Summit as a smaller country
that is going to be adversely affected by climate change and let the stronger
Nations go scot-free.

When you go to conferences, they are just suggesting, maybe you can do this, but
you have a price to pay, they cannot do what they have done. I think climate
change is closer to anything in humanity because when you kill the environment
the human race cannot progress because the environment is no more there.
Therefore, I feel the bigger countries should really play a bigger role and African
countries and representatives of our Governments should really propagate and
propel this issue to greater heights.
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Honourable Speaker, the issue that is very paramount is our preparedness. How
do we behave and how are we prepared? I was reading an interesting article on
the front page of New Era this morning and I do not know whether the story is
true, but I was reading that the roads, for which we budgeted N$48 million during
the current Financial Year, have been washed away. The article says that had we
been more prepared to monitor the situation, we would not have spent money to
resurface and build roads that would be washed away during a flood situation and
we are talking about N$48 million. Had we saved this N$48 million, we could
have done something better with it.

Honourable Amweelo spoke of coordination between Ministries and what pains a
person, is the fact the Emergency Unit would probably know about early warning
systems, but other Departments would not know and if we do not coordinate, we
are going to waste a lot of money.

Honourable Speaker, The other issue which I think is important especially in
communal areas…(Intervention).

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: May I ask a question to Honourable Venaani? Honourable
Venaani, you were part of the people who visited Mozambique after it
experienced heavy floods which even submerged some houses and completely
filled it with sand and they came up with measures how to prevent. Do you not
think that after we have spent the N$48 million we now know where the water
has washed the roads away and when we rehabilitate those roads, we cannot build
proper bridges so that when the water comes next time, it will no longer destroy
those roads. Normally with natural disasters you cannot determine the damage
beforehand, not even America with its millions of dollars. Do you not think what
we now need to do is to build better bridges where they have been washed away?
Is it not better to say that we improve the bridges rather than saying the money
was wasted?

HON VENAANI: The Honourable Deputy Minister has a particular way of
learning things, he learned it the hard way. If he believes that by learning of a
problem the spending of N$48 million is justifiable, that is not justifiable to me.
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RT HON PRIME MINISTER: May I ask a Honourable Venaani a question?
Are you saying that it was wrong for America to establish the city of New
Orleans?

HON VENAANI: Right Honourable Prime Minister, you ought to take this
matter very seriously. No, I am not saying they were wrong to have established
that city, but obviously, if your preparedness is at a level to be able to advise
engineers that it is probably not the best way to build these bridges now, let us
wait…(Intervention).

HON RIRUAKO: Mine is a point of order, not a question. What happened is
that you cannot prepare for a Tsunami. With a flood you know your earth and the
height of the bridge and the height of the road was not done properly. It ought to

be done properly according to the floods experienced in the past and Honourable
Amweelo who is an engineer can agree with me or not.

HON VENAANI: What exacerbates the problem is the fact that one wonders
whether these contractors that have built these roads have retention clauses and
that they are going to rebuild these bridges. However, that is not the crux of my
argument, my point of departure…(Intervention).

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: May I ask Honourable Venaani a
question? I would like to join the others in welcoming the Speaker from Gaza
and I hope the Speaker has conveyed our solidarity with the Palestinian people
who have gone through a very, very difficult period of suffering and humiliation
by the Israeli occupying forces and I would also like to welcome my Brother,
Honourable Amutenya. We were at the forefront in the liberation struggle as
medical officers of PLAN and I am extremely proud to see him here. Welcome
my Brother.

Honourable Venaani, I know there are many countries and one example is Cuba
that are cyclone-prone countries. Every year the cyclones hit Cuba, but they have
to repair and restore, they have no choice. If you have carefully listened to the
Prime Minister, he said that these types of floods have hit Namibia in 1934 –
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according to Comrade Kaura, I mean Honourable Kaura. I will say Honourable
Kaura because that Comrade is still secret. The second flood was in the fifties
and then in 1989 and 1999. Honourable Venaani, how on earth will you predict?
You have heard of the flood in China which killed a million people, half of the
population of Namibia wiped out in one day by these floods. Bangladesh is a
flood-prone country and every year Bangladesh, China and India and all these
countries are flooded, but they cannot say they must wait for five years and then
plan. If that is what the DTA is planning to do when they one day in their dreams
take over this country it will be a disaster.

The second question, Honourable Venaani, would you agree with me, and I
agreed with you when you said the rich countries are responsible for these gas
omissions, CO². The biggest culprit is the United States of America and all the
Western countries. Would you agree with me that if we go to Copenhagen or to
Kyoto or anywhere else, we must demand a certain percentage to be paid to the
least developed and developing countries who suffer as a consequence of these
gas omissions? Those are my two questions.

HON VENAANI: We are in total agreement on the last question, that is in fact
what I am saying. On the second question, if it is your Party’s intention to waste
N$48 million every year because you are proactive planners, you are also
proactive wasters. The problem is not building of roads, but the quality thereof,
the bridges that are being built and the contractors that are getting these jobs are
taking this country for a ride.

You are probably satisfied if the comrades are spending N$48 million and you are
saying they can plan the next stage, but I am saying that it is important for our
engineers to have coordination mechanisms. N$48 million is not easy money,
where I come from N$48 million would be a lot of money. However, that is not
the crux of my Debate.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: On a Point of Information, Honourable Speaker. Honourable
Venaani must remember that the rainwater that is affecting people is not really
the floodwaters and this is not because of the roads or bridges that you are saying
the money has been wasted on, these are places where there are no bridges, where
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there are no conventional roads. Therefore, I think your criticism is a bit
misplaced in this case.

HON VENAANI: I think your Point of Information is very irrelevant, because I
gave you an example of a newspaper that wrote about roads that were washed
away and N$48 million down the drain. If you do not want to take that, that is
your problem.

Honourable Speaker, the fundamental issue in rural areas and especially those
flood-prone areas is the fact that we have a village culture, that a person wherever
he wants to construct his house and sometimes he will even construct his house in
a water pan. I have seen some villages where people have literally constructed
their homesteads in water pans.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: On a Point
of Information. Honourable Speaker, with due respect to Honourable Venaani, I
am tempted to correct the repeated untruth, because if repeated it may be taken by
the public outside there as being true. There is no truth in the story, either it was
an amateur journalist writing that N$48 million were wasted on roads. It is an
exaggeration beyond exaggeration, it is not factual, because if you can make it a
fact by stating that a N$48 million constructed road between Engela and Oshakati
was washed away, then there may be truth in that. But to say that N$48 million
of roads were washed away, without attaching it to the geographical area, is an
untruth which needs to be rejected with all the contempt it deserves.

HON VENAANI: Honourable Kazenambo, if Government Ministers see an
article, they have an opportunity to make Ministerial Statements because they are
creating wrong impressions in the country and you are supposed to do that.

I was talking about our villagers deciding to build wherever they wish because if
you are given a portion of land in a village, you construct your house anywhere,
and the Chief is one of them.
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HON RIRUAKO: Acacia here in Windhoek last year was washed away, this
year the same thing happened. What happened to local engineering? It happens
here in Windhoek and all of us here must change our tone and talk about the
floods in the North and talk about the floods here where we are. Why is it
happening? Let us investigate everything and come up with a thorough report.

HON VENAANI: Chief, you are raising a very important issue. Coupled to the
villages, I do not know whether you have seen the new properties that are being
built along the coast at Henties Bay, Swakopmund and especially Long Beach. I
think it is probably human nature to test nature. I have seen three, four houses
which have been built probably twenty metres away from the ocean and one
wonders who gives them permission to do this. We know that if the ocean rises,
these houses will be swept away but people would continue to do that.

Honourable Prime Minister, when you bring the policy that you talked about,
there is a need that we also craft a position, saying that the quantity surveyors and
engineers help with the settlement of these villages in flood-prone areas.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: I agree totally with Honourable Venaani, but
I want to give him information. Do you know that Oshakati was planned by one
engineer called Mr Ruppel and he is the one who constructed a dam in the
Cuvelai system to get water, but as a consequence buildings were constructed in
the Cuvelai system. People came and built in the water course. The other day
someone told me a story of one of the northern tycoons who built in a wrong
place and when he woke up the safe was under water and the safe was full of his
properties. Therefore, it is really a problem to control this.

HON VENAANI: The Prime Minister is explaining the problem and I am
speaking about the future planning of our northern towns. In Ongwediva and
Ondangwa the Town Councils and municipalities are giving erven to people to
construct houses in areas where you really cannot build unless you compact the
soil. It could be a profitable business to bring soil from Tsumeb and other areas
to the North to first compact a certain amount of metres from the ground level, so
that you build on top of the compacted soil, rather than just building on the
ground. These are some of the ideas that come to one’s mind.
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Lastly, Honourable Speaker, is on the question of food shortages. It is a serious
problem and coupled with the food shortages that confront our people in the
northern areas and the Caprivi, is the question of clean water supply. One would
have hoped that if there is no water, people should have access to water, but when
you have floods, you also have problems with clean water supply and Ondangwa
also earlier in this week had problems with clean water supply as well as Walvis
Bay.

The other important issue is the cattle. It is one thing to supply food to the people
around there, but what about the number of cattle stuck in those areas? What are
they eating? People are going to lose their animals and I do not know whether
the Prime Minister’s Emergency Unit has thought of…(Intervention).

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: They are goats.

HON VENAANI: The animals that are there which are suffering. Are you
giving them a feed subsidy or something.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE: On a
Point of Information. Goats used to be afraid of water, but as from last year the
goats are grazing just like the donkeys. It is true, they are grazing like donkeys in
the water. Nature can change you to behave differently.

HON VENAANI: I believe the Honourable Member is telling the whole truth on
the last elephant issue, but I am going to consult my people to give me that
information about the goats, but for now I take your advice.

Honourable Speaker, in conclusion, it is my sincere wish that we should continue
debating this issue and that Copenhagen must be a platform. Right Honourable
Prime Minister, this country of ours, Namibia, has been a highly respected
country at international conferences for the last 15 years and what we said at
international conferences was taken very seriously, but we are lagging behind at
conferences, we are no longer as enthusiastic as we used to be and I do not want
the Copenhagen Summit to pass without us saying anything.
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I want to welcome Dr Amutenya as a new Member of this House and I wish he
would also bring his medical kit with him to come and rescue some of his
Colleagues. You are welcome, Honourable Member. Honourable Speaker, I
have already congratulated you on your work in Gaza. Thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Kazenambo, you have the Floor.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Thank you,
Honourable Speaker. I have to thank Honourable Viljoen for the improved
version of the Motion that was tabled last year in a disastrous manner, but this
year it is on the point and I most sincerely support you on this people’s Motion
which is a very critical one.

HON RIRUAKO: The Honourable Member learned a lot from Botswana and he
has been giving attention to the information he was given by the Botswana
Authorities, but then after that he combined the two to make three and not four
until he accomplished this.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Honourable
Speaker, a lot has been said and a lot has been articulated by the previous
speakers and we have been informed about mitigating measures being put in
place by Government and we heard that through the Right Honourable Prime
Minister and at theoretical level we had scientific input by Dr Amweelo and I
would not like to repeat what everybody said, but my contribution on this
Motion would be to appeal that with all the mitigating measures that are being
considered, we need to employ diplomatic approaches to this matter. If they are
being considered, fine; if they have been thought of at various levels, fine; if they
are not being considered, I think we need to consider them because either at
bilateral level or multilateral level we need to consider this matter in respect of
the floods in Namibia, if not other natural disasters that we are experiencing. I
am saying so because some of the floods are caused by tropical rains, as
articulated by the Right Honourable Prime Minister.
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Last year I drove around the worst flooded areas and my main conclusion was
that this water is coming from Angola and because of that conclusion, I am
appealing that in addressing this matter we need to employ bilateral diplomatic
relations, especially where the water is originating from, to see whether in the
mitigating measures our Angolan brothers could approach this matter jointly with
Namibia. We can try to pursue this matter separately as a country, but water is
just like a disease, they know no borders and they respect no borders. Therefore,
this problem may continue and we need to engage our brothers and sisters in
Angola and in the Region when putting strategies in place to have coordinated
efforts. As Comrade Amweelo has said that we need to have coordinated efforts
at the domestic level, we also need to have coordinated efforts at regional level
because our Angolan brothers and sisters are also adversely affected. That is one
appeal.

The other appeal in the employment of international diplomacy on this matter is
that this House have people who have played a critical role at the United Nations.
This House is full of seasoned lobbyists, seasoned diplomats and I think we need
to elevate the issue of floods in Namibia to a diplomatic level, an international
level. I am saying this, because there are organisations at global level that have
been dealing with natural disasters and calamities such as the one we are dealing
with and we can benefit from engaging those institutions. For example, the
United Nations has a unit or agency dealing with habitat and if we can use our
diplomatic relations we could elevate this matter at the UN level and we may also
get assistance, whereby we would not need to use our own resources because we
are a UN member country. We pay our dues and we must also make an appeal.
If this appeal has already been made, fine, but if it is being thought through, I will
support that move that we take this matter to the UN level.

There are various other organisations that are dealing with environmental matters,
some of them Non-Governmental Organisations. Some organisations are dealing
with wetland areas and flat plane areas and we also need to engage these
organisations to tap from their experiences. (Intervention).

HON TJIHUIKO: Honourable Speaker, may I ask the Honourable Deputy
Minister a question, please? I agree a hundred and ten percent with what you are
Saying, but something is missing. You are talking about the international
organisations supporting our programmes. What are the Government
programmes that are being implemented in the area to relieve the pain of these
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people that we expect the international community to come and support? If we
have no programmes, the international community will not come. Could you just
in simple English explain the programme that the Regional Government is
employing in those areas?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Thank you
very much. I did not think that it would go in that direction. The problem with
the Members…(Intervention).

HON SCHIMMING-CHASE: On a Point of Information. Honourable
Kazenambo was talking about international diplomatic efforts. Just for
information, the AU/NEPAD has already created a working group which is called
the African Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction and as I have reported,
I have even been to Kenya where we now have an organisation working towards
African Parliamentarians’ involvement in disaster risk reduction and climate
change, like floods, drought and all of that and the whole idea of putting guilt
where it belongs and encouraging those who are responsible to also be
responsible for sharing their knowledge with those who are suffering, that means
Africa or the Third World or the developing world. Therefore, all these are
already on the cards and I am fully prepared to share the information because the
Copenhagen meeting will be a total follow-up from Kyoto right through. The
information is available, we do not have to reinvent the wheel.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Thank you
very much, I think that is all what I was saying and if those mechanisms could be
used, I do not see any difference from what I was saying, because I was saying all
those mechanisms need to be activated, all of them, and we use those channels. It
even strengthens my appeal because what I have been saying is what you are
saying.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Honourable Kazenambo, I rise on a Point of
Information. Honourable Tjihuiko is trying to criticise everything, he is trying to
say Government is not doing anything. As we are sitting here the Permanent
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Secretary in the Ministry of Regional and Local Government, Housing and Rural
Development is based in Oshakati, coordinating the efforts of the emergency
response. He is there, do not think that the Government is just sitting down,
doing nothing. There is a San Inter-Ministerial Committee which is supported by
the UN agencies which is engaged in monitoring the situation and also giving
relief supplies. The Air Wing of the NDF has been mobilised to fly all over the
place because people are marooned, clinics are not accessible and there are
people on anti-retroviral therapy who need their medicines and the NDF Air
Wing is not sleeping, they are flying and the police are driving these boats and all
these kinds of things. Therefore, please do not politicise this, people are in dire
straits, but Government is making every effort to alleviate their circumstances.
Thank you.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Thank you
very much for that information. (Intervention).

HON TJIHUIKO: Honourable Speaker, I am glad for the information provided
by the Right Honourable Prime Minister. What I said is that Government should
provide information so that the Nation knows what is being done in that area,
rather than just talking about other things. That is the information that I was
saying that Government should always be proactive by providing information, so
that the people sitting in areas, Grootfontein or wherever, know exactly what
Government is doing. Congratulations. Had it not been for my question, the
Nation would not have known that Government is doing something. Thank you.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: That is
typical of Honourable Tjihuiko, because when I stood up here to make my
contribution …(Intervention).

HON RIRUAKO: On a Point of Order. You never consulted him, but you score
by the Nation hearing what you have done. I think it is very typical of him that
you score on his behalf, is it not?
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Honourable
Speaker, just protect me against these interferences. When I stood up here, I said
that the Right Honourable Prime Minister has already mentioned the mitigating
measures, therefore I am not going to repeat, but I only mentioned certain things
to be considered in the future. Therefore, Government is currently doing a lot
currently and he has elaborated on that and the Prime Minister has repeated when
he earlier on elaborated.

Some people are coming from that culture, and I know my Brother is one of
them, that they cause havoc in a family and then they say, “Ngaku ka veterue”
(Go and consult this or that soothsayer) and he wants to keep us in that culture of
causing a problem…(Intervention).

HON SPEAKER: I want a brief interpretation of what Honourable Tjihuiko is
involved in.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: It is a
culture, the behaviour which we sometimes see in this Parliament, that of certain
people causing division in a family and because of their actions, they go there and
appear innocent while they know they are the cause. Now he is crying crocodile
tears. (Intervention).

HON SPEAKER: Honourable Deputy Minister, unless it is in my absence, we
do not discuss family matters here.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Honourable
Speaker, what I am saying is that we are seeing crocodile tears or some people
perhaps celebrating because the jobs that are coming amount to celebration of
what is going on. I said, Honourable Tjihuiko, the Prime Minister has elaborated
on the Government measures and it would be cheap politicks by you to try to
politicise this matter.
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We are saying we are supporting Honourable Viljoen’s Motion and we are saying
that please, can we consider this and that measure to address the problem? When
you politicise it, it appears as if you are shedding crocodile tears.(Intervention).

HON SPEAKER: I think on that one the Prime Minister amply made the point.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Thank you.
Before I was detracted I was saying that it is even heartening to hear of the efforts
that Africa at the NEPAD and AU level are making to address disasters on the
continent and as I was saying, it is better to have coordination. In conclusion, I
support the Motion and I support what the Prime Minister has said, that we must
really address the plight of our people. Thank you.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: I thank the Deputy Minister. Dr Kawana.

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Thank you very much,
Honourable Speaker. I rise to join my Colleagues who commended you Comrade
Speaker, and we are happy to see you back home from the conflict zone. In the
same vein I recognise the presence of my Comrade, friend and fellow citizen, Dr
Amutenya and to thank the SWAPO Party for bringing him to Parliament.

Honourable Speaker, much has been said and there is very little that one could
really say on this subject matter, but maybe I could just amplify the role played
by developed countries in some of these calamities.

Prior to the industrial revolution one could appropriately have referred to some of
these disasters as natural disasters, meaning disasters caused by act of God, where
nobody is to blame. However, nowadays certain industrial activities of developed
countries are the major causes of global warming, which in turn cause some of
these disasters. Which therefore means that the definition of “natural disaster”
has been blurred and since we hold them partly responsible for some of these
disasters, they have a moral duty. They should have a human heart to address the
plight of the victims of these disasters, especially in developing countries. I
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would really go along with the Honourable Members who have said we now have
to launch a diplomatic offensive on this issue, join other developing Nations and
demand that the developed countries must also take responsibility and set up a
fund which could be used by the victims of some of these disasters in developing
countries.

Therefore, I would like to urge my Senior Colleague, the Honourable Minister of
Foreign Affairs, to put Namibia at the forefront to ensure that the voices of the
victims of these disasters, some of which are caused by the activities of
developed countries, are heard and that justice be done in this regard.

Comrade Speaker, I also go along with those who have said that we need to
mitigate some of the causes of these disasters. We need to harvest the water for
human consumption and agricultural purposes. In fact, it is unique that Namibia,
the driest country within SADC, is now being afflicted by some of these floods in
the north and north-eastern parts of our country because of the heavy rains that
we have experienced and I would like to urge the Honourable Minister of
Agriculture, Water and Forestry to consider harvesting some of that water so that
it is not wasted.

Honourable Speaker, in conclusion, allow me to take this opportunity to thank
Ministries, Offices and Agencies, private institutions and, indeed, individuals
who have rendered assistance to the victims of the floods. I particularly thank our
Government for looking after the welfare of our people in that part of the country
and to continue to appeal to institutions and individuals for goodwill. I will go
along with the suggestion that maybe also Parliament must show its solidarity
with the victims of floods in the north and north-east. The only Amendment is
that this move must be spearheaded by the Speaker as opposed to a certain
Political Party, which some of us will find it a bit difficult, but if this move is
coordinated by the Office of the Speaker, some of us will be ready and willing in
our capacity as Members of Parliament to contribute in a small way to alleviate
the plight of our citizens in the North.

With these few remarks, Honourable Speaker, I support the Motion of MAG and,
indeed, to my recollection it is maybe the first time the SWAPO Party supports a
Motion moved by MAG. We can assure everybody that as long as the Motions by
Minority Parties are a reflection of national interest, the SWAPO Party will
always support. With these few remarks, I support the Motion and I thank you.
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HON SPEAKER: I thank the Honourable Minister. Honourable Nambahu.

HON NAMBAHU: Thank you very much, Comrade Speaker, I will be very
brief. I wish that one day Comrade Mudge will see the light of the day and come
to the family where people are.

Comrade Speaker, let me join the previous speakers in welcoming you back and
to hail the efforts that you have been doing in representing us in that troubled spot
of the globe and also join others in welcoming Comrade Amutenya to Parliament
and wishing him well in his public and private endeavours in relation to the new
assignment. Welcome Comrade.

I should probably also at the onset thank Honourable Viljoen for this patriotic
approach and being mindful of the suffering in other areas. It is obviously
justifiable, because some of your votes were gained from some of those areas.
Your representatives are actually in touch with you or you got them by chance, I
do not know, but is justifiable that you do this.

Comrade Speaker, I was in a dilemma whether to ask for a postponement, but
because of the urgency of the matter, let me just add my voice. Obviously, when
this Motion is referred to the Committee I would wish the Committee to consult
the organisation called RCC, the Roads Construction Company.

I was looking at the way roads are constructed in the North and inasmuch as it
cannot be ascribed to them, some of the bridges are too small and they are all of
the same size on some of the roads, irrespective of the water that may pass there.
I am not too sure whether the engineers consider the topography of the terrain.
They should consult the local inhabitants on the historical behaviour of water in
those areas. I feel this would be helpful.

Secondly, the graders cleaning the areas do not make waterways for the water to
run away from the road and in some of the areas where some of us come from,
the dams where the soil was taken from are very close to the road. Maybe the
appropriate Standing Committee needs to engage some of these companies and
exchange suggestions in order for this situation to be alleviated.



284

11 March 2009 MOTION ON DISASTERS CAUSED BY FLOODS
HON NAMBAHU

Coming to the unproclaimed areas, at least in towns you have a Village Council
or a Town Council to take charge when a disaster of that nature occurs, but in
some of these areas we are coming from, the one is building here, this one is
obstructing the other one, no one says anything. (Interjections). Those areas need
some assistance…(Intervention).

HON RIRUAKO: On a Point of Order. Mr Speaker, there is no joke of the day,
you have been joking the whole day. This is a disaster, we cannot play with fire.
Let the man express himself and tell the House the way he wants things to be
done.

HON NAMBAHU: Thank you very much, Honourable Chief, I think this time I
really appreciate what you are saying. It is really a problem. There is no proper
leadership structure there. Obviously, there are Chiefs, there are Indunas, but no
proper structure to provide leadership as to what should be done, who should not
build there and we need to look at that and provide some kind of assistance.
(Intervention).

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: May I ask a question? Honourable
Nambahu, are you suggesting that the Committee should go to the cuca shops to
see what is happening there?

HON NAMBAHU: While Honourable Moongo was here some of the shops of
Ukuumwe were flooded and I think that is one of the areas they should visit in
order to hear what is actually happening, because obstruction of the watercourse
is actually caused by some of the cuca shops and the allocation of plots is so
chaotic that they really need some assistance. Intervention).

HON BOHITILE: I was wondering whether the Honourable Member was
proposing that all Chiefs who are in this House, leave the House, go back to their
villages and provide leadership. Is that what you are proposing?
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HON NAMBAHU: Honourable Bohitile, that is the only time we are going to
see Chiefs wearing placards.

I feel that no-one should be left out of the consultations, this is the point I want to
underline and obviously, the dams are constructed too close to the road. In some
areas where there are dams, there are no barriers along the road and where you
find those road barriers, there is no dam. Sometimes these contractors are paid
before they have completed the job and as a result some of the things are left
unattended to and that is really painful to our road-users in the rural areas.

The problem of housing is really one area where all of us can accept that we need
a revolution. Maybe Honourable Mudge will associate revolution with anarchy
and chaos, therefore he will tell us not to mention that word.

HON MUDGE: Honourable Speaker, allow me to also welcome you back. I am
not going to talk about revolution, just a Point of Information which I think is
very important. A lot has been said about construction of roads and also dams
and where they collect the material. I think the most important aspect is that
whenever these services are being planned, that the engineering company that has
been appointed should take full responsibility for what they are planning for. I
can tell you, simply because I was involved in a company which built the road
from Oshakati to Ruacana. You have all the information available, it is there.
You have the topography which you can use to determine a one in 50 year flood,
a one in a 100 year flood, so you can determine exactly where the water is going
to go, how much water is going to go there, to determine where you must have
bridges.

What I am trying to say is that one should just make sure that when these are
appointed that they can do the job. It is not a question of appointing somebody
and thinking he can do the job, the Government must ensure that when they
appoint engineers, that they can do the job, but more important, it is not always
the contractors that are at fault, because of the engineers who design those roads,
all the culverts and whatever, are supposed to be responsible to check that the
contractors do the job properly and that they are only paid when they have done
it. I only want to say that the Right Honourable Prime Minister has to ensure that
it has been done and will be done in future, also in places like Oshakati and those
places.



286

11 March 2009 ADJOURNMENT

HON NAMBAHU: Now that we are on the topic of roads, is it that the contracts
are not specific enough? Why are we seeing what we are seeing? There is a
place in Onethindi where you branch off towards Onandjokwe which is
perpetually under repairs. Every December there are engineers at that spot where
you enter Ondangwa. Who is it that is not repairing, who is it that is not
supervising? What is happening if all these things do exist? There are times
when you have to defend that which cannot be defended and there are times when
we say “jobs-for-comrades” but I am not too sure that the companies are owned
by any comrades.

HON SPEAKER: You will have an opportunity to continue tomorrow
afternoon. On that note, the House shall rise under automatic adjournment until
tomorrow 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:47 UNTIL 2009.03.12 AT 14:30
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The Assembly met pursuant to the adjournment.

HON SPEAKER took the Chair and read Prayers and the Affirmation.

HON SPEAKER: The House is called to Order. When I got back home, I read
in the papers and it was confirmed by the Deputy Speaker, that we lost the
quorum on last Thursday after tea-break. I look around and I believe others are
coming and that what happened last Thursday will not happen this Thursday.

HON SPEAKER: Any Petitions? Any Reports of Standing or Select
Committees? Other Reports and Papers? Minister of Finance

TABLING: REPORTS OF AUDITOR-GENERAL

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Speaker, I lay upon the Table,
Reports of the Auditor-General on the accounts of the following:

1. Regional Council for the Omaheke Region for the Financial Years ended 31
March 2001 and 2002;

2. Regional Council for the Omaheke Region for the Financial Years ended
31March 2003, 2004 and 2005;

3. Karakul Board of Namibia for the Financial Year ended 31 March 2006;

4. Karakul Board of Namibia for the Financial Year ended 31 March 2008.

HON SPEAKER: Will the Honourable Minister please table the Reports? Any
further Reports and Papers? Any Notice of Questions? Notice of Motions?
Today being Thursday, Question 3 is by Honourable De Waal. Does the
Honourable Member Put the Question?
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QUESTION 3:

HON DE WAAL: I put the Question.

HON MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND IMMIGRATION: I thank
you, Comrade Speaker.

First and foremost I would like to thank Honourable De Waal for his interest and
concern about the security of our travel documents, in particular the Emergency
Travel Certificate (ETC) as well as stamps.

The issue of security of our face value documents is one of the most important
responsibilities of the Ministry and one that is reviewed from time to time in
order to move ahead of the changing world of crime. The security of documents
is not only addressed through visible features, but also features that can only be
viewed through specific devices. All these are being reviewed and I assure you
of our seriousness in this area.

Adding to the above-stated is that our system is integrated nationally and with
other systems such as Interpol. That will further enhance not only efficiency in
service delivery, but also a safety net for possible document fraud. At this
juncture, may I also inform the Honourable Members of the House that because
of our serious effort in addressing security issues at various levels, Namibia has
passed the recent visa exemption test by the British Government and our citizens
will continue to enter the UK on holiday and visit without visa requirements.
This is not an only advantage and convenience of our holiday-makers, but also
recognition of our country for its visionary leadership and sound immigration
policies.

Question 2: As for the security of stamps, the response generally falls within the
same information that I gave on the security of Emergency Travel Certificates
and other face-value documents in general. Furthermore, Honourable De Waal,
while appreciating your interest in these matters, I am not keen to get into more
detail than I have already ventured into. We are all aware that these are indeed
security measures some of us do not want to discuss the nitty-gritty in public
forums.
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Question 3 : Indeed I am aware of the constitutional provision that the
Honourable Member refers to. It is in conformity with this provision that
Namibians can freely apply for a Namibian passport which allows one to travel
through the world or an Emergency Travel Certificate that makes it possible to
travel to any member country in South African Development Community.

The Namibian passport currently has a validity of 5 years while an Emergency
Travel Certificate can be valid for up to a maximum of 6 months. The choice of
which document one wants to travel with is for anyone’s convenience. Ordinary
passports cost N$160, while an Emergency Travel Certificate costs N$120.
Currently the waiting period for a passport is 10 working days, while an ETC is
issued the same day of application.

With regard to the question as to whether the Ministry can extend the validity of
passports to 10 years, the Ministry is looking into this possibility as well as other
options. However, when it comes to passports we are also working under the
international instruments which also provide us with information on for how
many years we are going to issue the passports to the clients.

At this juncture, let me also inform this august House that my Ministry, in its
effort to improve efficiency in service delivery, is busy implementing the
installation of the first phase of new passports system. The new system will
enable us to shorten the waiting period of 10 working days once implemented and
further see Namibia embarking upon an electronic passport, known as an “e-
passport”.

Furthermore, the new system will also help to fight attempts by passport
fraudsters who are foreigners, often waiting to acquire our passport for various
reasons. I would, therefore, wish to urge all Namibians to refrain from
cooperating with criminals and report all instances involving national documents.
Namibians selling their birth certificates to foreign nationals or assisting them in
any way to unlawfully acquire our travel documents, for example identity
documents and other documents, are undermining our country and will not
remain unpunished if found.

Question 5: It is a well-known fact that people apply for passport because they
do not have identity documents. Can the Minister, therefore, indicate to the House
how many valid identification documents have been issued since Independence?
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As per the Ministry’s policy, passports and Emergency Travel Documents are
issued for travelling outside Namibia and not for identification purposes. The
ongoing project of mobile registration that the Ministry undertakes on an annual
basis and with the expansion of Civic Affairs Offices to Constituency levels are
meant to register our citizens with identification documents.

As the Minister responsible for the Ministry of Home Affairs and Immigration, I
cannot fully agree with Honourable De Waal that people apply for passports
because they do not have identity documents. That is impossible because one of
the criteria to acquire a passport is a valid ID, meaning that one has to have an ID
before applying for a passport at the age of 16 years. Our records further show
that we have issued more identity documents than passports, because every
citizen who turns 16 years needs an identity document to identify him or herself,
but not every citizen who attain the age of 16 needs a passport.

The Ministry has produced 1,555,062 identity documents from January 1990 to
December 2008. However, there are some of Honourable De Waal’s brothers
who were issued with citizenship certificates since 1993, but up to now they do
not want to apply for identity documents and we are aware of that. They make
use of that passport as a national document. Thank you, Honourable Speaker.

HON DE WAAL: I want to thank the Honourable Minister for her answers.
Unfortunately she did not answer the first two questions. What I am stating here
is a fact and I think it is very serious that we look into that problem.

Secondly, I would like to ask the Minister whether it is not possible to make a
Ministerial Statement on all these issues, because out there the public are very
confused. We have a problem that a mother, father and child come to visit us
from Germany. At the airport the father gets 30 days visa, the mother gets 20
days and the child gets 10 days. That uncertainty still exists in the public. You
have just said now that you cannot get a passport unless you have an identity
document, but to me that is new. I know of many people who have passports
without having identity documents.

My request is just the following, Honourable Minister: Can you not make a
Ministerial Statement and clarify all these things? At one stage somebody from
your Ministry said you are no longer going to give people passports, they must
get Emergency Travel Documents if they want to travel. That is what I am trying
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to clarify, people do not know what is going on at your Ministry anymore.
Please, can you make a Ministerial Statement and clarify all these issues on all
these documents and all the applications. I would really appreciate that. Thank
you, Honourable Minister.

HON MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND IMMIGRATION: Thank you,
Honourable Speaker. While we are preparing the Ministerial Statement, I would
like to inform the Honourable Member that sometimes those who have passports
instead of having identity documents are your own people. (Interjection)

HON DE WAAL: Not only my people, your people as well.

HON MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND IMMIGRATION: We take
note, we are going to prepare a Ministerial Statement.

HON SPEAKER: Question 5 is by Honourable De Waal. Does the
Honourable Member put the Question?

QUESTION 5:

HON DE WAAL: I put the Question.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Honourable Speaker. First I want
to advise Honourable De Waal that he is a Christian, he should go to the school
for repentance because he has a tendency of using foul language. Maybe that is a
cultural thing, but it is not acceptable to other people, calling people “nonsense”
all the time. Either you go to the school for repentance or you go for some form
of counselling for anger control.

On your question, you avoided asking the portfolio Minister this question and I
am going to answer as follows:
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To the best of my knowledge, Chief Executive Officers of the State-Owned
Enterprises, including Directors, are normally appointed by a portfolio Minister
in Cabinet. One would also expect that if they are being removed, they will be
removed by the same Minister in Cabinet. I checked with the Cabinet Office, I
have not found records removing the Director General of the Namibia
Broadcasting Corporation. Thank you.

HON DE WAAL: I thank the Honourable Prime Minister for his answer and
the word “nonsense” is not that bad, there are many more serious words than
nonsense. “Nonsense” simply means you do not know what you are doing.

HON SPEAKER: Question 6 is by Honourable Viljoen. Does the Honourable
Member put the Question?

QUESTION 6:

HON VILJOEN: I put the Question.

HON MINISTER OF MINES AND ENERGY: Honourable Speaker,
Honourable Members, I thank Honourable Jurie Viljoen for posing a very
important question on the performance of the Mining Sector of our country.

Question 1: We have seen the negative impact of the current financial climate
on Namibian Mining companies through the closure of Mines and rationalisation
of workers by Weatherley and NAMDEB. What is your opinion, how will the
current bleak economic climate have an impact on the Namibian mining sector in
the future?

Answer: The price of mineral commodities are influenced by developments and
dynamics in the international market where most of those products are sold. The
global diamond industry is experiencing its worst crisis since the Great
Depression of the 1930’s. Because diamonds are luxurious products and not a
necessity, most consumers are tightening their belts, saving their money and
confining their spending on primary needs while avoiding purchasing of
diamonds during this economic downturn. As a result, demand for diamonds has
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plummeted suddenly and the prices of rough diamonds have fallen by as much as
40%.

Another problem is that prospective buyers all over the world have a problem of
obtaining credit from the Diamond banks which themselves are in trouble. It has
been predicted by many experts that the whole diamond pipeline, from mining to
factories up to jewellery will be in a survival mode for the rest of 2009 and
probably for the longest part of 2010, probably. Consequently there will be
serious job losses and some businesses, especially some diamond cutting and
polishing factories may also close down if the situation does not change.

Obviously the struggle for survival cuts across the entire Diamond Industry.
Weatherley is also one of the Companies that are severely affected and up to 650
people have lost their jobs. I am told that the smelter is potentially profitable,
even under the current economic climate as it is being fed with cheap ore from
Chile and Bulgaria. However, the Weatherley Mines are in serious danger of
closure and they are said to have been placed under care and maintenance.

It is believed that with the current prices of copper below US$4,000 per ton,
Weatherley is unable to open the Mine, because they have no money but only
able to operate the smelter.

Those are some of the issues which have been discussed at the Ministry to find
ways to resuscitate the copper mines and in turn save jobs, but there is no solution
yet to reopen Weatherley Mines.

On the positive side, Uranium Mines are not in as much danger, because in
addition to spot market sales, Uranium Mines had secured long-term contracts
with their clients at fixed prices. Equally, some base metal mining operators,
such as Rosh Pinah, have hatched their prices going forward, while Okorusu
Flouspar is reportedly expected to make good profits this year.

Question 2 and 3: The Mineworkers Union of Namibia demanding the
nationalisation of Weatherley to prevent closure of Mines and the consequent
losses of jobs. As you know, many jobs are owned and operated by Governments
throughout the world, what is your opinion about nationalisation of mines in
Namibia?
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The policy of the Namibian Government since Independence has always been to
create a conducive environment by putting in place an enhancing legislative and
fiscal regime with a view to attracting direct investment into the sector,
underpinned by peace, stability and Rule of Law. Up until lately the Namibian
Government has opted to partake in ownership structures of mines when invited
to do so by the private sector, as is the case with NAMDEB and not by coercion.

With respect to Weatherley – and I emphasise this one – the Company violated
Section 99(1)(a)(i), (ii) and (iii) of the Mineral Prospecting and Mining Act of
1992 when it closed the mines. The Company did not treat our country fairly by
not giving 6 months’ notice for the closure of the mines, as stipulated in the Act
and stranded 650 workers without following the procedures of informing the
Ministry. They denied doing something wrong, but after being confronted with
facts, they apologised, but even though they apologised, it was too late for many.

The call of Nationalisation of Weatherly Mines by the Mine Workers Union of
Namibia is out of frustration, anger and pain for job losses. Consideration
whether to nationalise the following Mines is costly and harsh to German
investors. The mining operations generally are capital intensive and require
highly skilled labour. Nevertheless, Government remains cognisant of the fact
that the mineral resources of the country are the assets of the Namibian people
and the proceeds from these resources should and must benefit the people of the
land. Regardless of the challenges and exorbitant cost of running mining
operations, the Government option remains to join mining ventures, like in the
case of NAMDEB, I mentioned earlier.

To facilitate all these, the Government registered Epangelo Mining Company to
be a vehicle for exploration and mining either alone or in joint ventures with
other Companies. Other countries are doing this, why not Namibia? What if we
are confronted with a situation whereby nobody is interested to invest in Mining
in our country? Should we sit idle, waiting for investors to come or should we do
something ourselves for job and wealth creation as well as beneficiation of our
minerals? I think the answer is yes.

Ongopolo was already managed by the Unions or the workers. They were unable
to run it profitably, as a result Weatherley bought out Ongopolo. If they now
have the necessary capacity, will they maybe be allowed to go ahead? We should
be reminded that the Government was mindful of bailing Ongopolo in the past.
What is worse, I think the Government has spent N$260 million. When I came
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into office in 2005, they were also given N$70 million and I cannot remember the
others, but it is probably continuing in the same pattern as it was in the past, but if
they are ready, we have no problem, they can do it.

Question 4: The Zambian Government has indicated at the Annual Cape Town
Mining Indaba two weeks ago that they will scrap certain royalties payable by
Mining Companies operating in Zambia, to enable the Mining Companies to
survive in the current rough economic climate. Namibia, on the other hand, has
increased royalties of certain Mines three months ago. Do you think that the
Namibian Government can consider the scrapping of certain royalties in Namibia
as well as supporting the Mining Companies that are struggling, as this action
could help to prevent further closure of Mines and job losses?

We did not increase whatsoever, we only amended the Act where there are some
ambiguities in some conditions of implementing the law. Our Mineral
Prospecting and Mining Act gives a discretion to the Minister to use the market
price of commodities as a measure to impose or to lower royalties in a case by
case basis. In this regard, Weatherley failed to pay royalties.

What they did, they have written a cheque, they kept it probably for a while and
then after two weeks they brought it to our Ministry and when we wanted to
deposit that cheque, there was another technical problem because the Bank of
Namibia only allows a cheque of N$5 million to be deposited. That one was N$9
million. We told them to write two cheques and bring it back. When they went
there, there was nothing in the bank of Weatherley. They kept the cheque for two
weeks, knowing that after two weeks those cheques were returned “Refer to
Drawer” (bounced). This is what happened.

In this regard, Weatherley failed to pay the royalties and cannot qualify to be
considered for lowering of royalties, even if requested. The other good
Companies which are paying royalties can be looked at if their market
commodity prices are prescribed by the law.

As already mentioned, the crisis has not affected all Mining Companies with the
same severity and intensity. The Uranium Mines and the others are doing well,
while Copper and diamonds are the hardest hit. I saw from the market that
copper is coming up a bit, although I do not know for how long and how high it is
going to be, but it is moving upwards a bit. We cannot copy what other countries
are doing, but we can learn from them when and where it is applicable and
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relevant. We have to analyse the situation before we take action. We have to be
sure that whatever actions are taken would produce the desired results.

We do know that a disproportionate chunk of Government’s revenue is derived
from the mining sector and we will try our best to ensure that the mining sector
will survive. We are continuously monitoring the developments and when and
where necessary we will have to inform the Nation of the developments.

I should emphasise that the consideration to impose, increase or lower royalties is
applied on a case-by-case basis by the Minister. What we should keep in mind
with respect to royalty payment to the Government, is that the mineral resources
are not renewable and if they are depleted, they are depleted. We need all the
Mining Companies to pay royalties as an obligation to the Namibian people.
Otherwise their mining licences will be terminated.

We are thankful for those corporate citizens, which means good mining
companies, who are paying their royalties timely as they are the ones keeping this
Government alive and we thank them very much. Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: I thank the Minister. Honourable Viljoen.

HON VILJOEN: Honourable Speaker, I wish to thank the Minister for a well-
prepared answer. It is clear. Thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: Question 7 is by Honourable Viljoen. Does the
Honourable Member put the Question?

QUESTION 7:

HON VILJOEN: I put the Question.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: Honourable
Speaker, Honourable Members, the first question by Honourable Viljoen is: Who
is responsible for the maintenance of the railways in Namibia? Is it TransNamib
or is it the Government of Namibia?

The railway network belongs to Government and during 2001 the Ministry of
Works and Transport entered into a Railway Management Agreement with
TransNamib Holdings Limited in terms of which TransNamib is responsible for
the maintenance of the railway network in the country. However, railway line
maintenance activities are an expensive undertaking, thus sometimes the operator
may require assistance from Government to carry out some of these activities. In
this regard, the Ministry of Works and Transport also helped to determine the rail
situation by carrying out an ultrasonic sound-testing and road condition tests for
more than a thousand kilometres of railway lines. An amount of N$1,9 million
was spent on the exercise during 2007/08 and 2008/09 and this exercise was to
determine the condition of our railway lines.

The results of this exercise have indicated that around N$1 billion are needed in
the next Medium Term to bring our rails on standard. If these funds cannot be
made available, the national railways will collapse.

The second question is: Is the Government aware that due to lack of maintenance
to the railroad, transport of passengers between Keetmanshoop and Lüderitz,
Windhoek, Omaruru, Otjiwarongo, Grootfontein, Tsumeb and Ondangwa was
abandoned?

Yes, the operator has informed the Ministry and Government that the Company
no longer will provide train passenger services on same of the Rail Routes. This
is because the permanent weight condition on some of these routes has
depreciated to such an extent that it is no a longer a guarantee to the safety of our
passengers.

The Windhoek-Gobabis service, which was a mixed passenger-freight service,
has experienced a decline in freight due to the closure of a fuel distribution depot
in Gobabis. Likewise, passenger seat utilisation has also declined dramatically,
with 9 passengers on average per trip. It was highly uneconomic to continue
rendering the scheduled 3 passenger trains frequencies per week. The only
economical solution to the situation was to terminate the passenger services and
render flexible freight-only services according to the market demand.
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The section between Kranzberg and Otjiwarongo and even up to Tsumeb has now
deteriorated to such an extent that the Company was obliged to introduce safety
measures. TransNamib then terminated the Starline passenger services between
these two points. The Starline passenger services on other mainline routes,
Karasburg, Keetmanshoop, Windhoek and Walvis Bay are not affected and
continue to operate normally.

The third question is: Are you aware that due to this problem there was chaos at
the beginning of the year when workers from the North of the country tried to
return to their workplaces in the South?

This problem at the beginning of the year in the north of the country is not
necessarily a result of termination of train passenger services, it is a phenomenon
that occurs on an annual basis. Only one passenger train per week for 126
passengers had operated between Ondangwa and Windhoek. Although the train
passenger services would also have assisted in transporting some of the
passengers, a great number were still dependent on road transportation.

The fourth question is: Are you aware that SWAPO Party did not meet the
promises as stated in the 2004 Election Manifesto where they promised to
complete the railway track to Oshikango in 2007?

While it can be argued that the promises made in the Election Manifesto were not
hundred percent met, for the most part a lot has been achieved. Phase 1 of the
Northern Railway Line Extension of 247 kilometres was completed. Trains with
a variety of cargo are now able to operate between Ondangwa and the rest of the
major centres in the country.

The construction of Phase 2 has also commenced with earthwork and ballast
crushing is completed. The contractors are now busy with the earthwork
embankment at the border with Angola and two road-over-rail bridges.

Honourable Members should also note that the project is co-financed by
international financiers and the Government. International financiers have
specific tendering requirements with the process that must be followed before any
tender can be awarded for work to commence. Most services and works have to
be called through on international competitive bidding basis. The length of
tendering process and the challenges that are inherent in the construction projects
but particularly on projects of such magnitude, are some of the attributive factors



299

12 March 2009 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS HON VILJOEN
HON SMIT

that may have led to the non-compliance of the total project by 2007. In addition
to that, the 2007/08 rainfall and other factors caused slow project execution on
the section between Ondangwa and Oshikango. The borrow pits where
construction gravel is extracted were filled with floodwaters for a long time and
the contractors could only continue with their work at the end of the Financial
Year.

In addition to that, the spots for the railway stations were also shifted. It was
initially planned about three kilometres from the border and we thought it wise to
shift it to the border and it took some time to negotiate this with Angola. We are
now in the process of the final planning and the building of the railway station.

Question 5: What does the Government intend to do to stop the dilapidation of
the infrastructure of the railways in Namibia?

On the part of railway lines, the Government is exploring possible avenues and
appropriate methodologies through which the seriously depreciated rail
infrastructure on the ground as well as the aging rolling stock can be addressed.
Unfortunately, investment in rail infrastructure and rolling stock, either new or to
upgrade, rehabilitate or refurbish requires considerable funding which is not
always readily available. Given the limited resources that are shared between
many pressing social responsibilities, it is evident that Government alone would
not be in a position to successfully tackle the nationwide infrastructure problem.

As stated earlier, the Government conducted ultrasonic sound testing and rail
conditions appraisal for various railway line sections in order to determine what
needs to be upgraded and rehabilitated. One method or arrangement to be
considered is a public-private partnership arrangement. The Ministry is in the
process to determine the pros and cons of public-private partnership principle to
turn the situation around, to ensure efficient and effective railway services at all
times. Thank you very much, Honourable Speaker.

HON VILJOEN: Honourable Speaker, I wish to thank the Deputy Minister
for the clear answer and especially the transparent way in which it was done.
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HON SPEAKER: Question 8 is by Honourable Venaani. Does the
Honourable Member put the Question?

QUESTION 8:

HON VENAANI: I put the Question.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Honourable Speaker,
thank you for this opportunity, to respond to Honourable Venaani’s questions
posed to the Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Question 1: Honourable Venaani asked when was the German Special Initiative
Agreement between our Government and the German Government agreed upon
and concluded? My response is as follows:

The Honourable Member may recall that the idea of the Special Initiative was
initiated during the visit of Honourable Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, Federal
Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development when she came to Namibia
for the commemoration of the Centenary Anniversary of the Herero Uprising at
Hamakari in August 2004. During this visit the German Government, through
Honourable Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, acknowledged a historic and moral
responsibility towards Namibia. The Special Initiative was thus proposed as a
means of assisting communities which were directly affected by German
colonialism.

Although the Memorandum of Understanding on the Special Namibia-German
Initiative for Community-driven Development Projects in specific Regions was
agreed upon in 2006, it was only concluded in 2007 and signed on the 6th of
November 2007 in Bonn, Germany at the Namibian-German Government
negotiations.

Question 2: Honourable Venaani asked whether all the communities agreed to
the process. My response is as follows:
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In 2006, His Excellency President Hifikepunye Pohamba tasked the Honourable
Deputy Prime Minister, Dr Libertine Amathila, to consult the communities in the
affected Regions on the Initiative. The Honourable Deputy Prime Minister
embarked on a 3 months consultation process, engaging communities in the
Otjozondjupa, Omaheke, Erongo, Karas, Kunene and Hardap Regions. This
extensive consultation process was used to sensitise the communities about the
Special Initiative. Furthermore, the consultations were used to clarify the fact
that the German Government’s rationale for the Special Initiative was not to serve
as reparation.

The Honourable Deputy Prime Minister visited 34 towns, villages and settlements
where various Governors, recognised and unrecognised Traditional Leaders,
church leaders and community members attended the inclusive and transparent
consultation process. This initiative was generally warmly embraced by most
communities despite the initial scepticism with which it was greeted.

After the consultation process a report was presented to Cabinet. After Cabinet
approved the report, further deliberations continued to enable projects to be
identified. The identification of these projects was in fact one of the reasons for
the delay in the conclusion of the agreement. Most of the projects that formed
part of the Special Initiative were proposed by the communities during the
consultation process.

Although the primary focus of the Initiative is the communities, it is also the wish
of the German Government for the Initiative to benefit all Namibians living in
these areas. The Initiative thus positively contributes to Namibia’s policy on
national reconciliation.

Honourable Speaker, I also wish to remind the Honourable Member that the
Special Initiative will contribute towards poverty reduction and economic growth
and it thus supports Namibians in those Regions to attain the goals of Vision
2030 and its implementing tools, namely the National Development Plans.

All the communities consulted accepted the Special Initiative and expressed their
gratitude for the consultative manner in which the matter was handled.

Question 3: Honourable Venaani asked the Minister what the total package of the
German Special Initiative is. My reply is as follows:
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The Special Initiative is funding an amount of 20 million Euros, which is
equivalent to N$160 million over a three to five year period. This amount will
support the project proposals identified by the various communities.

Honourable Speaker, I hope my response addresses the concern of the
Honourable Members and I thank you.

HON VENAANI: I want to thank the Honourable Deputy Minister for her
reply.

HON SPEAKER: Question 9 is by the same Honourable Member. Does the
Honourable Member put the Question?

QUESTION 9:

HON VENAANI: I put the Question.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT: Honourable
Speaker, once again, thank you very much for the opportunity. The first question
by the Honourable Member was: How much will the sale of the Falcon 900B
bring to the country? Is there any interest in the plane?

The current book value of the Falcon 900B is US$22,5 million or more or less
N$225 million and there are many interested Companies that are willing to buy
the Falcon.

The second question: Has the Ministry issued a tender for the purchase of a new
presidential jet yet? Yes, the tender was issued by the Tender Board of Namibia
and the tender number is E/10/1-10/08 dated 30 May 2008.

The third question: What is the possible cost of a new Presidential jet and how
long will it be airworthy? The firm price of the equipment of the jet sale
agreement is US$51,1 million. At a rate of 1:10 it is about N$511 million.
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The fourth question: If Question 2 is in the affirmative, who has issued the
tender, where was it advertised and which Company won it? The tender was
issued by the Tender Board of Namibia as per required specifications as was
allocated to Diesel Falcon Aviation Company from France.

Question 5: With regard to the general country air safety of especially light
aircraft that has reached an appalling state, how does Government envisage to
address these precarious situations? Honourable Speaker, first of all, let me give
some statistics in terms of incidents and accidents over the past four years.

During 2005 we had a total occurrence of 78, two fatal accidents and fatalities
were three out of these two fatal accidents. During 2006 we had a total
occurrence, that is incidents and accidents, of 83. Fatal accidents were two and
fatalities were also two. In 2007 we had 87 occurrences, fatal accidents were two
and fatalities were four. In 2008 the total occurrences were only 43. Therefore,
what we believe is not always the truth. The total occurrences were only half of
the previous three years. Fatal accidents were two, but the sorrow part of this
whole thing is that the fatalities were seven out of those two accidents.

The question is, what is the Ministry doing? The Ministry approached ICAO to
assist the Ministry with experts and 5 experts are currently investigating and
assisting the Directorate of Civil Aviation to bring the Civil Aviation Industry in
line with the ICAO standards. The Ministry is also in the process to appoint
persons in all the vacant positions to be trained by the experts. In addition to that,
we are looking for retired experts with good track records to assist us in the next
two to three years to provide services, but also to transfer skills in the process.
Comrade Speaker, that is actually where the Ministry is also currently looking for
people who can assist us in civil aviation services.

The findings of the ICAO experts up to now is the correction of serious safety
deficiencies that should be done, such as incorrect air operator certificates,
operating specifications, inadequate corporate checklists, unapproved minimum
equipment list on aircraft and operational manuals.

The surveillance schedule for operational training for new inspectors is under
development so that all operators will be inspected on a regular basis as per the
international recommended practices. Participation by the ICAO experts in
accident investigation has led to further proof in inadequate flight training,
aircraft maintenance and incorrect licensing procedures. Improved oversight will
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result in improved safety as the operation licensing and airworthiness inspectors
are trained. Safety oversight performance by the ICAO airworthiness experts
revealed poor maintenance practices, aircraft operating without certificates of
airworthiness and maintenance organisations not operating in accordance with
Namibian regulations and standards.

Honourable Speaker, we are currently, with the support of the ICAO experts,
busy to rectify these situations to get up to standard. Thank you very much.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 15:45
HOUSE RESUMES AT 16:16 PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Notice of Motion is by Honourable
Moongo. Does the Honourable Member Move the Motion?

HON KAURA: I Move that the Debate be adjourned until Thursday, next
week.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Secretary will read the First Order of the
Day.

RATIFICATION : SADC PROTOCOL ON FORESTRY

SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on the ratification of the Southern
African Development (SADC) Protocol on Forestry.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: When this Debate was adjourned on
Wednesday, the 4th of March 2009, the Question before the Assembly was a
Motion by the Honourable Minister of Agriculture, Water and Forestry, that the
Protocol be ratified. Any further discussions? I recognise Honourable Nambahu.
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HON NAMBAHU: Thank you very much, Honourable Deputy Speaker. I rise
to support the Motion due to the fact that it will really pave the way for us to
enhance our policy in the forestry area. I was looking at the Forestry Policy and
the area of training is not that much pronounced. In some countries they have
Institutes for Chartered Foresters, people that could go to the farm of the
Honourable Prime Minister and give assistance on the use of woodlands on his
farm. However, in our policy, as for now, this issue of training and capacity-
building is not that much enhanced.

The timing of this ratification is probably also good, because for the first time we
hear people talking about World Forest Day to be celebrated somewhere in
Europe and it is just appropriate that we enhance our policy towards capacity-
building in the area of forestry in order for us to be able to rehabilitate those areas
where forests used to be. However, we need scientists to assist the communities
to reap the benefits that the Department of Forestry and the Policy are actually
trying to realise. Therefore, I see opportunities which are provided by the
Protocol and once adopted, benefits will flow from that and our youngsters must
be in a position to seize the opportunity and start studying in forest-related
subjects which we so far have looked down upon and awareness must be raised.

Therefore, I am very much happy that this Protocol has been tabled and more so
that it has been tabled by a Minister who once was a Minister of Education. He
would probably have deeper understanding and be able to inspire the youngsters
to start taking up careers in the area of forestry and bio-diversity. With these
remarks, I support the ratification.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Dr Kawana.

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Thank you very much,
Honourable Deputy Speaker. I rise to join my Colleagues who supported the
ratification of this very important instrument. Just to make a footnote to what my
Honourable Colleague has said, I think in terms of Article 11 of the Protocol,
Namibia must be at the forefront in promoting the planting of trees, particularly
in the northern part of our country. I know that some of these calamities are as a
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result of cutting down trees in the North. We need to promote the use of
alternative building materials because at the moment even the trees which are
recovering are being cut down for the building of homesteads. I really feel we
have to change our culture in that field. Although it will not be easy, I feel the
Government and the Traditional Authorities must be at the forefront in this
campaign to educate our people on the importance of planting trees in our
country.

I also wish to commend the authors of this Protocol particularly for Article 12
which deals with Community-Based Forest Management which is a very good
move. It will provide income to some of our economically depressed
communities. It is in line with some of our policies in the Government,
particularly the SWAPO Party policies on promoting the welfare of communities
in those areas and it is really in accordance with the pro-poor policy of the
SWAPO Party Government. Therefore, I support the ratification of this Protocol
in terms of Article 63 of the Namibian Constitution. Thank you very much.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Dr Amweelo.

HON DR AMWEELO: I thank you very much, Honourable Deputy Speaker.
My remarks are on page 14, number 2. Comrade Deputy Speaker, we are all
aware that thousands of hectares of rain forests are cleared every year to make
way for agricultural land. We need more land and we have to clear the land. We
have heard about Jatropha and in order to plant Jatropha, huge tracts of land will
have to be cleared.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, due to the increase in the population, people are
moving from one place to another for the purpose of cultivation and this may also
cause the clearing of large areas. My question to the Honourable Minister is:
How could we possibly curtail the human activities which are a threat to the
forests?

My second question is on paragraph (c) with regard to bushfires. We are all
aware that sometimes human error and lightening causes bushfires. How do we
control disasters such as bushfires?
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With regard to paragraph (d), it is very important to identify those pests, because
the people need training to have the knowledge. I support the training of more
people in order to identify the pests.

With this I would like to support the Protocol on Forestry. Thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any further discussions? Does the
Honourable Minister of Agriculture, Water and Forestry wish to reply?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: Honourable Deputy Speaker, may I seek the indulgence of this
House to postpone the reply to the 25th of March 2009?

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Protocol stands over until 25 March
2009. The Secretary will read the Second Order of the Day.

MOTION ON STATE OF HOUSING IN SHANTY
INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS IN THE COUNTRY

SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on the state of housing in informal
settlements in the country.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: When this Debate was adjourned on
Wednesday, 25 February 2009, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion
by Honourable Tjihuiko. Honourable Moongo adjourned the Debate on behalf of
Honourable Kaura and he now has the Floor.
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HON KAURA: Thank you, Honourable Deputy Speaker, Honourable
Members. Namibia is put on a pedestal by fellow African Parliamentarians as a
clean country when they visit Namibia, but I wonder whether they will glorify
Namibia as such when they see Okahandja Park, Havana, Greenwell Matongo
and Goreangab informal settlements. I am always embarrassed when I visit these
areas, because I cannot believe they are in Namibia.

I feel proud when I am travelling through our communal areas, especially
Kavango and Caprivi. I admire the traditional grass thatched-roof houses because
they provide sufficient comfort whether it is hot or cold, rain or sunshine. I,
however, feel seriously ashamed when I look at the shacks in our informal
settlements around our cities. I can proudly take a foreigner to Kavango or
Caprivi but not to Okahandja Park or Havana. I continue to ask myself the
question: “What can we do to improve the situation?”

I cannot be proud living in Pioneers Park while my fellow Namibian citizens are
living in Okahandja Park or Havana. ”Fellow Parliamentarians, what can we do
to improve these conditions which our fellow citizens are subjected to?” The
riverbeds around Windhoek are their toilets, there is no proper place where they
can take a shower, but miraculously they are clean like the rest of us who take hot
showers every evening or morning.

I want to propose that we must provide in our National Budget a portion that will
assist municipalities to revert back to municipal housing. The difference must be
that the person to whom the house is issued will not pay rent for the rest of his
life, he or she must be availed an opportunity to buy a house, paying a low
interest rate of 7% for 25 years. After 25 years the house will become his or her
property like the rest of us. As a matter of fact, the house will be his or hers the
minute it is registered in his or her name and after a few years they would be able
to get a loan from a bank to pay for school fees of their children. I feel deeply
that the provision of municipal housing will be a solution because all the other
attempts, such as Build-Together Programmes, ended up accomplishing nothing.
The NHE programme assists only the middle-income group and the citizens in
the lower-income brackets are left out.

Fellow Parliamentarians, I am convinced that the majority of our people can
afford a one-bedroom brick house with a toilet and a kitchen instead of sleeping
in a plastic shack that provides no protection against the elements and especially
during the rainy season like the one we are experiencing right now. In winter
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many of our citizens are incinerated in those plastic shacks or if they survive, they
lose all their earthly belongings.

Let me conclude by saying that we must provide a Vote in our Budget that will
assist the municipalities throughout the whole Namibia with finance to provide
housing for our citizens. I support the Motion of Honourable Tjihuiko. Thank
you very much.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I thank you very much. The Right
Honourable Prime Minister.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Thank you, Comrade Deputy Speaker. At the
outset, I appreciate the tabling of this Motion in this House because housing and
sanitation is one of the major challenges facing us in terms of social development.
Therefore, I want to associate myself with your concerns.

As we know, a house is more than a building. A house is dignity. Your dignity
is defined from where you sleep and a house is security and security is a basic
need. All of us need security. A house is primary health care. If we want to
promote primary health care, we should somehow also embrace the concept of
decent housing and the house is property and an investment. Therefore, if we
want to encourage ownership, we should also think about housing.

Somebody was defining to me what a middle-class is and this person said you can
simply define middle-class by ownership of a house. If your family owns a
house, even with one bedroom, it is on the outskirts of being middle-class. It is
just like Namibia which is on the outskirts of being a middle-income country, that
we are classified as a lower middle-income country. Therefore, if you want
social mobility, housing is part of it and this is a big challenge.

I know our Ministry responsible for housing has a Housing Policy and I think this
Housing Policy should be popularised for all of us to inform ourselves as to what
the policies are. However, for now, since it is not on our tables here, let me state
a few of the things which sometimes discourage the lower-income groups to have
decent houses, especially in the urban areas.
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There is an irony, for example in Windhoek, that if you want to build a formal
house in Windhoek, the regulations are just too much. First of all you need to
have an architectural drawing, you need a quantity surveyor and all the other
professional services. I am saying it is an irony, because inasmuch as that is an
ideal situation, we know the reality. The majority of our people live in shacks in
Havana without proper foundations. Therefore, inasmuch as we want Klein
Windhoek to be everywhere in Windhoek, we know it is not possible and we
must find a middle way, that the municipalities should be able to approve simple
designs for people to put up simple houses.

In Otjiwarongo there is a company putting up clay houses and that company is
helping a lot because people can afford those clay houses. I also know that
research is being conducted – there is a sample somewhere in Katutura – on some
kind of an affordable house, but I am not quite sure what the cost is. I also know
that there is a company in Brakwater which is constructing pre-fabricated houses
and I thought they are reasonable. You can start with one room at N$7,000 and
that is better than a shack. It should only be designed so that you at least have a
bedroom and a toilet and a shower and a small sitting room where you can also
cook. Then you are at least starting somewhere. However, sometimes the
regulations are a problem. People who cannot meet the municipal requirements,
just go and put up a shack, like those who have put up shacks in a dam
somewhere and now they want to wage war. If they are chased from that dam it
will be war. There is no proper organisation.

From time to time I get delegations from those informal settlements, because they
go to the municipality, the municipality cannot answer them and they thought that
by coming to the Office of the Prime Minister, the Prime Minister will solve their
problem and some of the problems are just problems of management. You have
some groups who have organised themselves as an association, they get land and
they tax themselves. They pay a lump sum to the municipality, but the
municipality does not even help them to demarcate the plots properly and there
are no roads and sewerage pipes. At the end of the day they start quarrelling
among themselves, because there is not proper management.

In a village you have a Village Headman. The Village Headman is supported by
someone called Kapatashu who ensures that the fence of your mahangu field is
where it is supposed to be. Even if someone leaves that area for 10 years and
comes back after 10 years, he will tell you that the fence was here and it is a fence
of stones. There is order in the villages, but in these informal settlements there is
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no order. Why do people not put up Kapatashu there so that there is some kind
of management, organisation, regulation and all that? (Intervention)

HON DR AMWEELO: May I ask the Comrade Prime Minister a small
question? Comrade Prime Minister, you mentioned that sanitation is one of the
problems and you also mentioned a place in Katutura. Are you aware that in that
particular area in Katutura they are using toilets without water? You just put a
toilet and an extractor fan and instead of using a latrine pit, you are using a bin.
The solids and human waste goes into a bin and then you take out that waste and
use it in your farm, your land or your garden. Are you aware that they have new
technology in that area you were talking about? Maybe these toilets that are not
using water can also be introduced.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: I agree with you that we must investigate all
the technologies, especially for waste disposal, especially for sanitation. I agree
with Honourable Kaura that even myself will not make an effort to take
somebody to Havana, because Havana is a problem, there is no proper sanitation
and I do not want to describe how they help themselves because somebody
described it and it was horrible. Really, even that thing we hate, the bucket
system, is perhaps better in those conditions than what is happening there now.
Yes, we hate that bucket system, but it is an organised system, at least you can
remove it in the morning, put it in a truck and it is dumped somewhere. But this
thing of throwing it in the Omuramba’s (river) is totally unacceptable.

Coming to that system Honourable Amweelo was talking about, somebody came
to the Prime Minister’s Office and he was demonstrating it. It is a system which
is not cheap, but there is another one called Eco System which works with the sun
and eventually you have to remove the waste, but at least it is an organised
system, it is not a disorganised system. For each household to take your little
thing and throw it there is totally unacceptable.



312

12 March 2009 HOUSING IN INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS
RT HON N ANGULA

The other time the shouting was about the City Police when they added
something to our bill for the City Police. Why can they not add a small amount
to support sanitation in those areas, because if some disease breaks out there, you
cannot prevent it spreading to central Windhoek. Prevention is better than cure.
My suggestion is that they tax the rich and help the poor. I would not mind if you
put N$100 per month on my bill and we use that money, not to pay a high salary
to somebody, but to use it for sanitation in the informal areas. I would not mind
that myself. However, the present situation is totally out of control and I think
Honourable Jerry is going to tell us what the Ministry and municipalities are
doing to improve especially sanitation. Let us first start with sanitation and then
come to housing.

You know, apartheid was ahead of us. When they wanted to remove the natives
from one place, the first thing you saw was them putting up a pit latrine
somewhere. When you saw that they have put up some pit latrines somewhere,
you knew somebody was going to be removed and be dumped there. That is
what they were doing and Honourable De Waal cannot deny that. Now he thinks
that I am talking rubbish or nonsense. I am talking nonsense but I am talking the
truth.

We have to do something on this question of sanitation and the regulations for
housing should fit the affordability. If you can erect a one million dollar building
in Havana, fine, but these people from Havana should have leeway to start with
one bedroom, then add to that until there are perhaps two bedrooms, so that at
least they have a roof. But this thing of people sleeping under tins and plastic
bags is really a shame.

Honourable Kaura is an elder, perhaps more experienced than me, he says he
dreams that everybody can afford a small house. Yes, perhaps in the village in
the olden days, not a house but a hut. In the villages everybody can afford a hut,
but surely you do not want somebody to build a hut in town. In town there must
be a house. (Intervention)

HON KAURA: On a Point of Order. Honourable Deputy Speaker, when I
am proposing a one-bedroom house with a kitchen and a toilet, I think it can be in
the area of N$35,000 and I think even a domestic servant would be able to pay
N$300 or N$400 for such a facility and that person would not sleep under plastic.
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I think most of our people, even domestic servants, would be able to afford one
bedroom with a toilet and a kitchen at N$35,000.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: I am going to suggest something which the
Honourable Saara Kuugongelwa will not like. I think there is a need to subsidise
some of these building materials, such as roofing sheets. Perhaps there is a need
to subsidise if they are being used to improve housing, not putting up kambashus
and Cuca Shops. Perhaps that is the only way we can implement Honourable
Kaura’s solution. The problem is the cost of building materials.

The other day I saw that a bag of cement costs N$100, even up to N$200. Your
Holcim cement is causing a lot of problems here. Roofing sheets, since Esco was
bought by Mital Co and Mital Co always puts the price in dollars, depending on
the value of the Rand and Namibian Dollar, iron is also becoming unaffordable
and that includes roofing sheets. Unless there is some kind of a subsidy, I am not
quite sure whether they can build a house of N$30,000 and finish it with a sitting
room.

The cheapest house I have seen where at least you can put your bedding, is
something called Erze-house housing, something built with timber, if you want
something for your farm worker to sleep in, but you have to build a toilet
somewhere outside. That will cost you N$7,000, but at least somebody has a
roof. That is the cheapest house I have seen. Erze-house housing is sold by
someone who is an agent here, you can order it at N$7,000. It is a decent house if
you build it properly, but you have to put some additions outside for cooking,
toilet and washing. That is the cheapest, I have investigated these things because
I have to put up something decent on the AgriBank farm for the workers which I
can afford.

However, the regulations should be looked at and perhaps it is high time for the
rich to subsidise the poor for the sake of health and also for our Government to
subsidise the housing of the poor people. Those are my proposals and I hope
Honourable Arnold Tjihuiko will agree with me on that one. Thank you.
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Venaani.

HON VENAANI: Honourable Deputy Speaker, I wholeheartedly support the
Motion as moved by Honourable Tjihuiko, Member of Parliament of NUDO and
I, first and foremost, want to thank all of us here this afternoon for the kind of
spirit and manner that we are trying to address this very important issue and its
seriousness to our people.

This issue of housing is not entirely a new issue. I remember a couple of years
back I moved a Motion in this House and the HANSARD could bear testimony to
this, proposing what the Honourable Prime Minister is trying to propose,
subsidising housing. I feel it is a good lesson that in future we should always try
to listen to one another during Debates of this House rather than trying to
disagree and to score points. (Interjection)

HON MEMBER: Talk to the Motion.

HON VENAANI: I am coming to the issue, do not force me. A couple of
years ago you were dismissing it and now you are saying the same things I told
you. (Interjections). No, it is in the HANSARD.

However, I want to agree with the proposal by Honourable Kaura that concurrent
with what we are doing with land reform, because the only way for our people to
access land is for Government to intervene and that is why you have new farmers
in resettlement. We need to improve on that area but at least the people are
accessing land.

The problem with housing is that all the citizens who are living in our houses
would need housing in the years to come and it is a perpetual problem. The
greatest problem is the management of the influx of people from rural areas to
urban centres. Perhaps it was a good idea by the President to have a component
of rural development in the Ministry, because I believe if we create the conditions
in rural areas, the less the pressure would be on urban centres. The reason why
people are flocking to Windhoek is that, even though they have no job
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opportunities in Windhoek, at least they can come here and steal or do something.
(Interjection)

HON MEMBER: You are insulting our people!

HON VENAANI: No, I am not insulting, that is what you are trying to do.
Young people from my village will tell you that, “the reason why I go to
Windhoek is that I will be able to steal.”

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Did you
come here to steal?

HON VENAANI: I am a Windhoeker by birth, not like you. There is one
point the Prime Minister made which I want to agree with and that is the
regulations in this city. If you want to build and you submit a plan to the
municipality, you will wait for a month or two just to get your plan approved on
an existing property. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: May I ask
the Member a tiny question? Honourable Venaani, not that I am countering or
rejecting your proposal on a subsidy, but are you aware of the credit crunch of
which we are feeling the pinch globally also has a contributing element of
housing or market subsidies that led to it, especially the issue of the fragments.

Secondly, are you aware that currently the City of Windhoek is subsidising water
in Khomasdal and Katutura? Are you also aware of what the City of Windhoek
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allocate to subsidise land to associations such as the Shack-dwellers Federation,
to which our Ministry also allocate each year? Are you aware of that?

HON VENAANI: I am not denying that the City of Windhoek is intervening
in these issues. Even in some areas there is progress in that regard, but it is not at
the pace that we need to address the problem.

Talking about the global credit crunch, I believe that it came only to housing
because it started with banks giving money irresponsibly to people. The whole
economic crunch is because of the regulations of the banks and of course, it led to
all properties that are attached to it.

However, Honourable Kazenambo, every year we budget N$50 million and it is
the intention of everybody to increase that N$50 million to N$100 million or
N$200 million to help us to access land, but if we allocate N$100 million to
families, giving them houses at N$35,000, how many people are we going to
address per year?

The element of a subsidy should be coupled with responsibility, because even
with the old Katutura houses in the olden days you would ask to lease the house,
but people were so irresponsible and it would change hands. However, with this
proposal we are saying somebody must sign a contract to be able to pay
Government back, but the banks are not ready to finance housing. I do not know
whether you remember NASBOUKOR which preceded National Housing
Enterprise which used to build houses with these blue ash bricks and even in Eros
properties were built with those ash bricks. The bank’s property valuators would
come at your house and knock on the wall and say, “it is ash brick, N$1,2
million.” Your neighbour’s house that was built with ordinary bricks is N$2,2
million. The banks are not even ready to assist somebody who has money to buy
a house built with ash brick and people have been living in these houses for
decades. (Intervention)

HON NAMBAHU: May I ask a question? Honourable Venaani, now that you
are talking about the banks and their involvement in this issue, do you not think
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that for us to be able to address this problem, we should probably start doing it in
a regional context and we propose to our Head of State to actually put it on the
SADC agenda, so that those countries which have a similar problem come
together and come up with a solution, because the banks we have in our country
are actually banks that are found in all these other countries and we will not be
able to do anything if the parent banks in those countries are not competitive.

HON VENAANI: I agree with you, but I do not think it is a new international
issue. I do not know whether you remember the Istanbul Habitat Conference in
which Dr Libertine Amathila played a catalyst role. There is a lot of international
debate on housing and habitat, but it is important that countries come together
and cross-fertilise and share knowledge with one another.

However, I can tell you that the attitude of banks cannot be ignored. The whole
of Maroela in Katutura is built with these ash bricks and if somebody has a proper
house, he has been living there for 10 years, then just because the house is built
with ash brick you will get little money for your house. Some of these problems
must be addressed.

On the question of city regulations that the Prime Minister mentioned, there is a
reality in Windhoek and Namibia and in fact we are an example in Africa, that we
have regulations, that we have proper structures. I do not want to embarrass
countries, but if you go to the capitals of some countries, it is disorganised. It is a
city but this one has a kambashu here and people envy us. I remember a friend of
mine, a former Minister in Ghana, led a delegation of his Party to come here and
look at Windhoek. He could not believe this place is so organised and clean.

We were in Katutura and I told him that I grew up here and he said I must take
him to the township, to a place like they have in Ghana and I took him to Havana.
Even our places that are really horrible look better in the eyes of our colleagues,
because their areas are more disorganised than even our settlement areas where
our people are living.

The crux of the matter is, the economists are telling us that our economies are not
in need of stimulus plans, but I believe that by building houses for poor people,
you also create wealth for the country because it is collateral that you are building
up. (Intervention)
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RT HON PRIME MINISTER: You are saying that the world is saying that
our economies do not need stimulus?

HON VENAANI: Most of the economists in Namibia and South Africa are
saying our African economies do not need the same stimulus plans like the
Americans have. It is another thing to say we do not have money for a stimulus
plan, but we do need them. (Intervention).

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: On a Point of Information. I do not know
whether that is Marthin Mwinga or Mr Johannes Gawaxab or Mr Rukoro who is
saying that, if there is anything we need it is a stimulus, stimulus for employment
creation. The housing that you are talking about, if you mobilise people and
organise them to put up those houses and improve sanitation, that would stimulate
the economy because everybody will have something in the pocket to buy from
the shops and to bank. Do not worry about textbook economists.

HON VENAANI: I am in agreement with you, Honourable Prime Minister.
When you read FinWeek and the economists are the one who made those
remarks, then you just wonder what these people are talking about, how do you
grow this economy, how do you get money in the economy if you do not need a
stimulus? However, if you say our Governments do not have money for a
stimulus package, it is another theory. It is always said that even if you put
economists in one room, they will never agree.

This country is in need of a stimulus plan and the Prime Minister rightly put it
that unemployment, housing and many other issues need assistance.

Lastly, Honourable Members, how do we control the traffic, the migration of
people in a country and I know it is a difficult issue because it is not only difficult
in a country, it is also difficult at a global level. People are migrating, people are
moving. The other day I was in London and I met a Member of Parliament of
Canada and she told me that she actually comes from Uganda. She is in Canada,
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a Member of Parliament but she comes from Uganda. Idi Amin was in power in
Uganda 25, 26 years ago.

It is one great concern that I believe we should try to tackle and that is how to
stop somebody from moving from Onyaanya, from Okatjoruu, from Linyanti to
come to Windhoek. (Intervention)

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: On a Point of Information. The information
is that migration in itself is not a bad thing, it depends how you use the migrants.
If you use them properly, they can do wonders. America was built by migrants.
You only have to channel their energy into proper productive use. You cannot
stop people from moving and your Constitution says freedom of movement is one
of your fundamental freedoms. The point is, how do you channel the migrants
into proper productive use, rather than just allowing them to come and sit on
street corners?

HON VENAANI: I am talking about management, you need to manage
migration. You know the problem with teachers in Opuwo or in a village up in
Kunene or Aminuis, they are forced to buy a house in Windhoek not because they
want to live here, but for speculating purposes. Now they are forced to send their
families to come and protect their house because this house might fall into the
wrong hands and rooms being rented.

It is important for us to take development to the people. For example, if the
Green Scheme runs at full capacity, do you know how many young people are
sitting on the street corners who are willing to work on the land would remain
there? There is that important element that we must address concurrently with
the housing problem, it is how to develop people where they are.

Windhoek is a big city and we have a water problem here, but if you look at a
small town like Gobabis, twenty years ago less than 6,000 people were living in
Gobabis and if you go to Gobabis today, the centre is growing much faster than
the capacity of the service and that is why we have this sanitation problem, we
cannot handle the capacity and we have to manage people. Half of the shanty
town of Gobabis are farm workers that were retrenched on farms and who are
sitting there and the same is for Mariental. (Intervention)
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, WATER AND
FORESTRY: On a Point of Information. Honourable Venaani, you touched on
a very important point, that it is good for us to develop the rural areas to keep
some of the people there because they already have their houses there and you
mentioned the Green Scheme. That Green Scheme Policy has been reviewed and
it has an element that a farmer may access the Green Scheme funds and even a
subsistence farmer can also access that fund, simply because we recognise the
fact that the person already has a house, you do not need to take him or her to
Shadikongoro and start providing him with a house. I think that is a good move
and we must try to emulate it in other areas.

HON VENAANI: You are making a very good point. Make some time and
make a Ministerial Statement on the Green Scheme. It is important and vital
information for our producers in this country and one of the problems we have is
that we have many farmers who are just trying to farm. We have pieces of land
and we are not even producing. I really urge you to provide that information
because it would be very relevant to a lot of people.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: May I ask
a question from a productive migrant? I understand the points which the
Honourable Prime Minister, Honourable Kaura and everybody has made, but
there are multiple realities and as we are addressing the issue of housing, how do
you understand those of us, not the middleclass, not the low-income, those of us
who buy farms or are resettled on farms or get Government houses in Windhoek
and within a few months the garden is gone, the mice are just everywhere and on
the farm the roofing is removed from the main homestead and a kambashu is
built. How do we address the social upbringing? There are houses and even
Government flats here which are dilapidated and they are not dilapidated by the
people living in Havana, it is the Kazenambo’s. (Intervention).

HON VENAANI: That is a serious problem. The other day when I raised it
my Cousin, Honourable Nujoma, called me a backward person. I am sure he will
call you the same today. It is reality that people get infrastructure and you see it
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when you go to Ongombo-West. These are some of the issues that we really need
to address.

I just want to make a very last point, Honourable Deputy Speaker, and that is that
we have to link some of these empowerments to the poor people, because if we
can give a tender of N$800 million and say 30% of that tender is going to assist
building houses, the poor will also be able to benefit. We must synchronise all
our policies so that they address some of these shortcomings and it is important
we should not let the Black Economic Empowerment pass without making sure
that it is not the only people that are going to benefit, but that the poor
communities are benefiting. Honourable Kawana at a time raised an important
question, that even Regional Councils and Local Authorities would be able to
benefit from Black Economic Empowerment and the whole town can benefit
rather than benefiting Kazenambo and me who are selfish.

I end and I support all those Colleagues who took this Debate to a high level.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Kawana.

HON MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS: Thank you very much,
Honourable Deputy Speaker. I rise to join my Colleagues to contribute to the
Motion.

Honourable Speaker, in my culture we say, “the virtue of a decent man is
determined by his dwelling.” You do not judge a person because he is driving a
BMW or a Mercedes Benz, but where that person lives. That is within my
culture.

Coming to the subject under discussion, you may recall, Honourable Members,
particularly Members of the SWAPO Party, that following our Independence
there were four main priorities above priorities of Government and that was
education, health, agriculture and housing. At that particular point in time during
the nineties there was no word in Namibia such as shanty town or informal
settlement or slums, we used to call them reception centres because the plan then
was that when people come from wherever they come, because the Constitution
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guarantees freedom of movement, and there is no housing, they will be allocated
a certain area in what is called reception centres and the plan then was that as
time goes, they will be reallocated to decent places. However, I think that plan
has all but collapsed because the Government was forced to build schools and
other infrastructure and now it is difficult to remove those people because they
have settled there.

In my humble opinion, the problem that we are facing in these informal
settlements is principally a problem of capitalism, because the capitalists and
their companies buy their areas, build some kambashus and start renting to the
poor people. This is what I call “housing colonialism.” I feel the time has come
for Government to consider a situation whereby only Government, a State-Owned
Enterprise or institutions such as the Shack-dwellers may buy land in low-cost
areas, in order to assist the poor. The only exception could be business areas
where rich people could develop those areas with a view to promoting
employment and generating income. That would be acceptable to me.

Secondly, I am not so sure whether I would support a situation of subsidy – if I
may come to the rescue of the Honourable Minister of Finance. If I was given an
option between a subsidy and revolving fund, I would prefer a revolving fund,
whereby the Government or municipalities could put money aside, build those
houses for the low-income groups and then they could repay monthly into that
revolving fund. As the fund grows, more houses could be built. To me that is
much better than subsidy, because subsidies can be a very expensive exercise and
sometimes even abused. However, if we go along these lines we may go a long
way, so much so that at least the major infrastructures in those areas, such as
schools, clinics, drainage and sewerage systems, can be a joint venture between
the Government and municipalities. For me this is the most ideal situation so that
we can achieve our stated goal of decent housing for everybody.

As the Honourable Members have said here and indeed it is stated in our
Constitution, laws and policies, housing is one of the fundamental rights of
human beings and in fact, one of the most important and if we go along these
lines, I think we will go a long way to solve the problems faced by some of our
Colleagues, particularly the Honourable Minister of Regional and Local
Government, Housing and Rural Development, the Deputy Minister and the
colleagues of the Ministry. I think we need to reflect on some of these issues and
that is the area we really have to do a lot in order to meet the expectations of our
people and bring about decent housing, because at the moment some of those
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informal settlements honestly leave much to be desired and we have to do
something to improve the living conditions of our citizens in those areas.

I was not so sure during the motivation of this Motion whether the Mover was
more political in terms of political propaganda. If it was neutral, then I support
the Motion but if the Mover brought in extraneous issues, accusing the Ruling
Party and so forth, then I would go along with what I proposed now, that there be
a reflection by the SWAPO Party Government and Honourable Members of this
House to make sure that we move forward to ensuring that we achieve decent
housing for the low-income people, the poor people, because our Government is a
pro-poor Government. I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: I thank you very much. Honourable Nujoma.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Thank you, Comrade Deputy
Speaker, I think what I wanted to say has been said by the previous speakers from
this side and I just want to contribute by saying that I agree with what the
previous speakers have said, that this is a serious challenge, very serious indeed,
and because of the problem of development, we know that everybody in the rural
areas…(Intervention)

HON KAURA: May I ask the Honourable Member a question? I just want
to find out whether the SWAPO flags that are now being hoisted all over the
place is a way of demonstrating that some Members are not RDP or what is going
on here?
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HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Out of Order. Proceed.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I was saying that the problem
of rural-urban migration and rural development are complex issues and I think
our scientist has referred to the UN Habitat Programme. All the countries in the
world are facing…(Intervention).

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL WELFARE: On a
Point of Information. I do not know whether Honourable Kawana was in the
House when the Mover of this Motion was motivating and insulting the SWAPO
Party and that this is the same Motion which was shot down by the Deputy Prime
Minister, joined by another veteran, Comrade Tjiriange. This Motion has to be
rejected and I do not want to see people reconciling with Honourable Tjihuiko. I
still stand on the principle that this Motion must not be accepted, it should be
rejected and remain rejected.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: I was saying that the rural-
urban migration is one serious challenge and the other one is support to our Local
Governments.

You will remember that when we came in 1990, Katutura was just at the edges of
Soweto and Wanaheda and then there were those little “Katjiuongua toilets” in
Hakahana and that was all. If you however look at the efforts and the
commitment of the SWAPO Party Government and what they have done,
Katutura today is at the other end of Havana. Those days there were just small
houses, but people were empowered and today you find that there are proper
houses built by this Government from the edges of Soweto and Havana. The
roads are tarred and maybe Honourable Dienda is now quiet because the roads in
her area were also tarred. These are efforts by, first of all, the Government and
then the Municipality of Windhoek.
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The other day I travelled to the other edge almost at Daan Viljoen. The City of
Windhoek is already busy servicing the land and these are the efforts, we are
doing something. We only need to reinforce these attempts by the City of
Windhoek, by the Shack-dwellers Federation, by the National Housing Enterprise
that has also done a marvellous job. There is a new development at the other
edge of Katutura almost at Hakahana which was done by the National Housing
Enterprise and people have services, they have electricity. The challenge
remains, it will never stop because we are a developing country, everybody wants
to benefit from the opportunities which the city offers. (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND HOUSING, RURAL DEVELOPMENT: On a Point
of Information to amplify on what Comrade Nujoma is saying. Even if we could
now go to other places, it is not true that the municipality does not provide pit
latrines. We need to face it and popularity aside, the latrines are provided but our
people block them to the disadvantage of the others. Let us call a spade a spade.
Some of those people living there are experiencing problems because others are
blocking them with stones. In Lüderitz there is a place where the municipality
provided toilets and some of the people are throwing things and the system gets
blocked. There is a need to educate our people, let us face the reality and that is
not only applicable there, even in our homesteads in the Ludwigsdorfs of this
world, the water at some houses are cut, some toilets are blocked. Let us face it,
we come from the villages.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Comrade Kazenambo is one
hundred percent right…(Intervention)

HON VENAANI: On a Point of Information. Honourable Nujoma, in the first
place, you are trying to dilute this very important Debate, but I know you as that
person. On a Point of Information, there are latrines in the shanty towns or the
slums, they are there. The municipality is making a lot of effort. Let us however
also be honest, Honourable Kazenambo, that the capacity of those latrines and the
number of people living there do not correlate and that should be addressed.
Sanitation must answer to the number of citizens in that particular area and it is
not really that the people are blocking them deliberately, most of the time it is the
capacity. That is the reality, I am in the slums every day.
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HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Honourable Venaani, you have
to live in the real world. (Intervention)

HON MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT,
HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: May I ask a question?
Comrade Nujoma, do you remember in the nineties after Independence there
were people living in the riverbeds in Windhoek. Some of them were staying at
the rubbish dump. Libertine was the Minister, I was the Deputy and we had to
move those people. North of Shipena it was bushy and then the National Housing
Enterprise serviced the area, we provided flush toilets and tents. When we moved
the people from the riverbeds, one old man was asked, “what do you want to call
this place” and he said, “I want to call it Ombili,” which means peace. If one
goes there today it is a township with the Moses Garoëb and Hage Geingob
Schools. Are these not attempts made by the Government?

Secondly, the first kambashu was erected by late Ilende at Katutura Single
Quarters and then they increased and then we took the people from there to the
Goreangab area and if today one goes north of Wanaheda to the development by
the City of Windhoek, tarred roads and houses, are these not examples that the
municipality is doing something? Ongwediva also started from scratch and today
it is a fast-growing town. Are these not attempts made by the Government?
Even if one goes to Khorixas you see that Khorixas is developing fast and even
Okakarara. Are these not attempts made by the Government and Local
Authorities?

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE: Yes, you have really amplified
what I wanted to say and we are saying these are the challenges. When planning
we need to take into account that the rural-urban migration will not stop and will
continue to put a heavy strain on the Budget of the City of Windhoek and it is
very important that we keep on thinking as to how we can assist the City of
Windhoek in order for it to continue with its good work.

I have been to the Goreangab area. There are beautiful houses and there are
shacks, but people are trying and I tend to agree that we need to look into
establishing a revolving fund. The Prime Minister was correct by saying that
migration can bring development and America was built by immigrants.
Therefore, we have to look into that. However, I also agree with Venaani that we
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should look at the rural areas. When new companies want to put up shops here,
we should try to create incentives for them to go to the rural areas. However,
there you have another problem. When Ramatex came here, there were proposals
for them to go to other towns and they refused, saying that they may get sick,
their children need to go to school and the best schools are in Windhoek. These
are the challenges and I agree that we must continue giving support to our Local
Authorities and our women, because they are the drivers of the economy.

Before I got married, my children were always saying, “why do you just live here
and there?” (Interjections). No, I never had a place to stay, because when we
came here, my father was given a house here to stay with his security and others
and today I am at Comrade Kawana’s house, tomorrow at another place. I do not
mean a girlfriend. Then somebody was also encouraging me that it is high time
that I have to start putting bricks together, buy cement and that is it and I built my
own house with my own hands. I never bought a house, I built it with my own
hands and that is what we need to encourage. However, I agree that women must
be supported because they are the drivers of our economy. They have brought us
up, they have educated us by doing chores here and there and I have great respect,
these women organisation must be supported. I thank you.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable Minister Ekandjo.

HON MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT,
HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: Comrade Deputy Speaker, I
would like to adjourn the Debate until next week Thursday, the 19th of March
2009.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Debate stands adjourned until next week,
Tuesday. The Secretary will read the Third Order of the Day.
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MOTION ON UNEMPLOYED NAMIBIANS

SECRETARY: Resumption of Debate on unemployed Namibians.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the Debate was adjourned on Tuesday,
the 3rd of March 2009, the Question before the Assembly was a Motion by
Honourable Ankama. Honourable Venaani adjourned the Debate and he now has
the Floor.

HON VENAANI: Honourable Speaker, last time I started two minutes before
the end of the day. I beg your indulgence to adjourn this Debate until Tuesday,
next week. I do not have enough time to put my thoughts together.

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any further discussions? Honourable
Tjihuiko.

HON TJIHUIKO: Honourable Deputy Speaker, allow me, first and foremost,
to thank Honourable Chief Ankama for reintroducing this Motion for discussion
in this House.

Honourable Ankama’s concerns are our concerns and what we in fact need to do
together as a Nation is to look for a common lasting solution, putting our political
differences aside, forgetting about the November elections for a minute and
together in one voice declare unemployment as a national crisis that does not
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know any political boundaries. Our strategy to address unemployment must be
supported by statistics and information that can be verified.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, it has been reported that the official unemployment
rate in Namibia is around 40%. The Oxford Dictionary defines “unemployment”
as “someone without a paid job, but is available to work.” If one goes by this
definition, it means that our people who are involved in small, informal income-
generating activities are also being regarded as unemployed. It is, therefore,
crucially important for us as lawmakers to exactly know the number of registered,
qualified or trained young Namibians who are unemployed, the area of their
specialisation and the reasons given why they are not getting jobs.

If one looks at the bigger and stronger economies of the world, for instance the
United States of America, Europe and Asia, unemployment is indeed an
enormous concern to all of them. Consequently, when we reflect on the issue of
job creation, we ought to be aware of the fact that unemployment is a global
phenomenon.

Before we take half baked decisions, let us look at what others have done.

In 1991, India, in response to a fiscal and balance of payment crisis launched a
programme on economic policy reforms, consisting of stabilisation-cum
structural adjustment measures put in place with a view to attain macro-economic
stability and higher rate of economic growth.

In July 1991, again India launched new policy measures known as economic
reforms with a view to restore fiscal confidence. The measure came in packages
of 7 reforms, namely fiscal policy, trade policy, industrial policy, financial policy,
agriculture, poverty alleviation and human resource policy reforms.

Honourable Deputy Speaker, in his book called, “Economic Reform for
Unemployment and Poverty”, Mr Meenu Agrawal, The Indian Experience; stated
that: “This economic reform has affected the whole social fabric of the country
and changed the entire way in which the economy is functioning.” (Intervention)

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, HOUSING AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT: May I ask
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the Honourable Member a question? Can the Honourable Member inform the
House from which website he has downloaded that?

HON TJIHUIKO: The biggest challenge in Namibia is unemployment. This
problem has created challenges to all of us as lawmakers, economic planners and
the country at large. (Intervention)

HON NAMBAHU: May I ask a question? Could the Honourable Member
educate me, on what “fiscal confidence” is?

HON TJIHUIKO: Unemployment is a state of the economy in which the
number of jobs available in the country is less than the number of people seeking
jobs. This is the problem we have in Namibia, our economy does not create
enough jobs for our job-seekers.

In the United States of America, for instance, President Obama introduced what
is called Economic Stimulus Plan to stimulate the economy and to create the
necessary jobs. (Intervention)

HON P MUSHELENGA: On a Point of Information, Honourable Deputy
Speaker. The Honourable Member is too fast, we cannot follow, especially the
people that are writing the HANSARD. Can he just slow down a bit?

HON TJIHUIKO: Thank you, it is a good idea but I was trying to catch the
time. (Interjections)… the Bill set to tangible targets for stimulating the US
economy, economic reforms, creation of three million jobs for the next three
years and a range of other socio-economic imperatives.

I was personally very encouraged, Honourable Deputy Speaker, by the decision
taken by Honourable Hage Geingob, the Minister of Trade and Industry, to allow
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industries to give their views on the best counter strategies for our economic
downturn and to enable the Government to do a proper fact analysis, because this
is in line with the international…(Intervention)

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: On that note the House stands adjourned in
terms of Rule 90 of our Standing Rules and Orders until Tuesday, 14:30.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:50 UNTIL 2009.03.17 AT 14:30


