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In addition support economic growth also encourage participation in the
communication sector also ensure fair competition and then finally,
reducing the switching cost. Additionally, CRAN is currently drafting
price cap regulations. So there are quite a number of positive steps that
are still in the Office. Two weeks ago by the way, I also engaged CRAN
and we will continue to do that to consider revisiting the current trend and
those of you who are current in terms of development, IKASA in South
Africa has just published the regulations and we will be doing the same.

If you buy data today but you do not fully utilise your data for the duration
say one month, when the one month comes your unutilised portion of the
data it is gone and that is very much unfair, because there is really
honestly speaking no value for money because what is the harm in you
being allowed or being given the latitude to carry over the portion of the
data that you did not utilise. Really we are engaging the regulator, to then
engage the operators here, and we will persuade them. We do not want to
force things. We consult, we are transparent, but if at the end of the day
people do not comply we will not shy away from using the full word of
the legal provision to ensure that the desired changes are realised.

Really Honourable Speaker I hope and trust that I have managed in a way
to reply to the very genuine questions that were raised by Honourable
Venaani, and I would like to thank him very much for having posed the
questions.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much, Honourable Venaani.

HON VENAANI: Thank you very much Minister for the very eloquent
answers that you have provided, but your questions also demand a better
study to study those things so that one can really have a better
understanding, because the whole perception was created that when we
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invest in this submarine cable things would be better but now I am hearing
you saying that there is another investment needed and while there is
another investment needed, you are talking about the economies of scale.
So it comes back to the question why did we need to invest if our
economies of scale and our size is not going to be assisted by this cable
and now we have to reinvest again. [ will let you go for now. I will
analyse your questions and probably bring a Motion so that we discuss
these cell phone charges, because these operators all of us that are having
this 0811 numbers the money that we are paying on these things
sometimes. “pena outheue” (there is trouble)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Actually Honourable Venaani I have
marked about three aspects relating to your questions. One charges not
decreasing that is one aspect. The second one current cell phone charges,
essentially some people are complaining. 1 am basically just elaborating
what I am hearing, and then the last one the public perception what they
are expecting somehow at the end of the day as you say to some benefit in
terms of things decreasing, but again, we cannot make a judgement.

Honourable Minister responded in detail way and we will wait to look and
scrutinise those responses, and then we can have another opportunity.

Now, we have really come to the end of the session, and I was going to
suggest to take the lead from the Honourable Minister of Information to
ask those other Ministers whose questions are on the table to do likewise,
but I have been informed these questions will not lapse.

When we come back in June they can be dealt with. Do you agree with
that? So since they are not going to lapse we will wait until we have an
opportunity come the 5™ of June.

With that understanding and really from the bottom of my heart

everything. (Interjection) Everything. So with that, can we call it a day
and I think a big thank you from the Chairperson and let me wish each and
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every one well. We will continue working. The House is going to be on
recess but it is only for a month. We will be doing lots of work at the
Committee level. So can I simply say with that, the House stands
adjourned until the 5 of June? So decided happily.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:50 UNTIL 2018.06.05 AT 14:30
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HON SPEAKER: To be?

HON VENAANI: MeatCo. Meat Corporation international accounts
especially accounts that they are holding in the United Kingdom (UK) are
frozen, they cannot trade on those accounts because of our linkages to
these tax haven criteria that the European Union (EU) has put. Now I am
aware that we need to comply with the list of certain things and protocols.
Will the Minister assure this country that we are going to comply?

1. Is it true that MeatCo is accounts are frozen?

2. What is the Ministry going to do to make sure that we get off that list,
because I am also very aware that we are the only country in Africa
that is on that list at this point in time?

3. What are the measures that we are going to do to address that?

First question.

QUESTION 19:

The second important oral question Mr Minister. When His Excellency
the Head of State, President Dr Hage Godfried Geingob had a very
important visit to China. When you came back there were vacillating
stories from the same Government. One arm of Government was saying
we did not go there to borrow money, two weeks later we were told that
money was borrowed, there were deals signed.

1. Can the Minister apprise this House and this House the country, how
many deals were signed in China?

82



05 June 2018 RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF QUESTIONS
HON SCHLETTWEIN

2. How much was agreed upon to be borrowed from China?

3. In which sectors are these monies spread, because when the President
came here to give his constitutional mandated State of the Nation
Address, he said that he is going to spend N$5,600,000,000 on
agriculture but the source of his agricultural modernisation plan was
not very clear.

So we only assume that the money could have come from China. So can
the Minister tell us, did you go and borrow money? How much was
borrowed, in which sectors?

Thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Honourable Minister.

RESPONSE TO ORAL QUESTIONS

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Thank you Honourable Speaker. The
Honourable Leader of the Official Opposition. I can first give you the
assurance that all Members of this side for sure are Honourable and we
want to state that your insinuation that we are not Honourable by alerting
us to be Honourable is questionable.

To the two questions. Firstly, the listing of the European Union (EU) as
Namibia being a tax haven, there are a number of things that I need to

inform this House and with that the population.

The first thing that I need to state and I have said that in public on a
number of times is that Namibia is not a tax haven. The definition of a tax
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haven broadly says that that tax jurisdiction receives money, investments
from abroad with the purpose of giving tax holidays to this money and not
for the purpose of investments or whatever. Namibia does not do that. In
fact our tax regime is a transparent one and we have double taxation
agreements with a number of European countries namely, Germany,
France, the United Kingdom and they have full knowledge of what our tax
regime is about. We, in terms of the double taxation agreements that
Committee could disclose from our tax regimes and in fact they have the
right to question any tax payer even their tax jurisdiction that is also a tax
payer in our jurisdiction. They have not done so once with regards to
allegations that we are receiving elicit funds from them, so it is important
to state that we are not a tax haven.

Now how we were classified by the European Union (EU) therefore as a
tax haven or what they call a non-conforming or non-complying tax
jurisdiction has basically four elements. The first three are, the EU says
we must accede and ratify three protocols. Now our stance for that is
these protocols are probably good protocols to accede to, but because we
are a Parliamentary system and because of the fact that Parliament has the
power to ratify, we cannot just unconditionally say we will comply, and
we will accede to these protocols, and probably we must go through a
process where we evaluate and scrutinise these protocols and take them to
Parliament for ratification.

That was not good enough for them. They said well we have to comply,
take it or leave it. We believe that that is not proper, but having said so
the protocols are protocols that are helping in transparency, are helping in
actually fighting elicit funds flowing out of our tax jurisdiction on a global
basis. So we are not in disagreement on the principles of the protocol but,
we are saying that we must follow and as a sovereign we must be allowed
to follow due process to accede to these protocols.

The fourth element concerns our EPZ scheme and our manufacturers’
incentive schemes. Now the definition that we tailored our EPZ scheme
around and our incentive scheme for manufacturers is tailored around the
OECD standards of what a harmful tax regime is or not, and in terms of
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the OECD standards we were made to believe that we are complying with
that. The EU changed those standards and they feel that if, especially the
EPZ scheme is a harmful tax regime. We take issue with that and I am
engaging them now to explain where we are coming from and what our
scheme is about. In an effort to explain ourselves we arranged a meeting
with our tax experts in Brussels with the EU through our Embassy there.
Ambassador Mbuende led the delegation. They had an engagement for
three days, an engagement to explain where the EU is coming from, we
explained our point so it is important that that engagement is happening
and the objective of that engagement is to get Namibia delisted as quickly
as possible, because there are obviously some erroneous assumptions that
underlie the classification of Namibia as a tax haven.

The way forward is that we exchange. We have now also approached the
OECD to assist us in evaluating these protocols that they have and asked
us to accede to. We will come back to Parliament with an answer on each
of these three protocols that we are asked to accede.

So I believe that the issue is dealt with properly and I am confident that we
will manage to get Namibia delisted before the end of the year that is my
hope. The Council that sits, evaluates it on a monthly basis and whenever
they are satisfied that the answers received by our country are now
justified delisting they will do that. We were informed that will not be
delisted, but we will be pushed to the grey list, and we have then time till
the end of 2019 to be fully compliant to be completely delisted. That is
the approach.

Now Honourable Venaani you said we are the only ones blacklisted, yes
we are, but there are a number of African countries that are grey listed, so
they are in a situation where they have committed to comply but they are
not compliant. So we are actually in the same boat but as them, it is just
an unfortunate happening that we were blacklisted and not grey listed
because we are in exactly the same situation. We believe that Namibia is
actually in a better position than many others because we are for sure not a
tax haven.
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The last point one needs to make is, of course that if you look for tax
jurisdiction that are known to be tax havens, many of them are in Europe
itself, and if we compare their tax regimes with ours the definition of the
tax haven better fits their shoe than ours, and I think that is an issue that is
to a certain extent irritating, It appears as if there is a judgement of some
of some experts that the list of non-complying tax jurisdictions that were
compiled by the European Union are basically smallish vulnerable
economies that have very little to retaliate against that listing. All the big
ones like South Korea, the United Arab Emirates and their own, Ireland,
Netherlands, Isle of Man, there are many, who were not even asked to do
anything in public, not listed anywhere. So I think that is where we stand
with that one but we believe that it needs to be solved.

As regards to the Meatco accounts being frozen, we were given the surety
that there are no sanctions against the listed countries while they engage.
So I have to find out why that account was frozen whether it is in fact a
direct consequence of the delisting which I doubt, but I will come back to
you and give that information or to the House and give that information.

Honourable Speaker the second question on China and what we are
borrowing from them and what we have committed to borrow. I may
recall that the Right Honourable Deputy Prime Minister had an extensive
Press Conference during which it was made very clear what we have
achieved during that very important State visit, and what the scenario
would be. From a financial point of view, we have not signed any new
loan agreement with China. Our current exposure to China is 2.7% of the
lowest and exposures that we have, but we have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the China Import and Export Bank, through which we
agreed to a process, a procedure that would be followed if we would
access any financial assistance, any financial borrowing.

Well, it increases grants in facts, soft loans and commercial loans. So that
is what we have agreed and I think that is proper. It is the second largest
economy, it is good if we have relationships with that economy, that
allows us access to their financial markets, it allows us access to
cooperation’s, it allows us to facilitate their investment in our economy
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and I think it is proper that we have a Memorandum of Understanding
with that financial institution that facilitates that cooperation. That is what
we have signed.

The second agreement that we have signed was a change schedule for the
drawdown of a small loan that had been agreed in 2010 or so. I must
really verify the date. It is a loan to facilitate and build low cost houses.
The loan agreement had a time bound drawdown schedule. We had
agreed with the Chinese authorities to extend that drawdown facility that
that loan is an industry loan that that still is to our avail because of the
great need to address low cost housing issues in our own country. So
those are the two agreements that we did sign in China.

There were a number of deals if you call it like that signed by the private
sector but that was done, none of them were of course committing the
Government in any way.

Your last question how much to be borrowed. Every time when I table the
Budget, we publish with the Budget a summary table that gives
information from whom we borrow and what volume. That brings about
the information on total debt, foreign and domestic. So it is a matter of
the Budget what we intent in future to borrow from China. We have also
informed during the Budget that in order to get the economy rowing again
we envisaged some bilateral borrowing for infrastructure development
some increased bilateral borrowing for infrastructure development.

We have started with the African Development Bank that is the N$5
billion programme over five years. We said we need a similar amount to
further boost infrastructure development but we have not decided from
whom that would be borrowed, whether it is from the KW, from the
French Development Bank or from China. So we will keep you abreast of
what we are borrowing as the Budget and the Mid-Year Reviews roll on.
So no confirmed decision to borrow anything from China specifically, but
we have opened the door that that possibility is now available to us.
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Again I think it is proper that you have a number of options to your avail
with whom you can negotiate the terms of your loan. Over and above the
terms of the loan you must also negotiate the conditionality’s of the loan
and if it is for a specific infrastructural development projects, the more
options you have the better you can compare and the better your ability to
get the best deal. So I think there is only positive if one has opened the
door to get access to that large market that is now available to Namibia. I
hope I could answer your questions properly.

Thank you

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Venaani, a quick one?

HON VENAANI: I did not know that the Minister was very diplomatic.
I realise that he is trying to be very diplomatic with the purse of our
country. I agree with you that Namibia is not a tax haven. In fact I am
going to defend Namibia next week also at the European Union about
these discussions, I agree with you, but I am very hesitant to accept
Government’s approach to say that by 2019 we are going to come right
because, if the Meatco is accounts are already frozen it gives them
liquidity problems, and if we are going to wait for the next six months to
solve this story I do not think it is the right approach, that is one on the
main question. The second question (Interjection) Yes I am very reliably
informed that the reason for the freezing of those accounts is because of
this and find out I will give you the benefit of doubt.

On the issue of China, I totally agree with the foreign policy of
Government that China is a very important player, I agree that we need to
engage them, the whole world is engaging with China, but I am against
what the new Prime Minister of Malaysia has just said very fundamentally
when he assumed power that China is an important trading partner of the
world but a lot of deals are made in secrecy.
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1) It has been reported that we are going to borrow N$1,000,000,000
for the road to the airport in the media.

2) It has been reported that you are going to improve rail infrastructure
in Government Reports with N$5,600,000,000 rail infrastructure
from China, yet the Minister is saying we have just opened the
possibility of a facility but yet when Government is reporting on how
they are going to improve the infrastructure of this country you have
even amounts, facts, to say that the airport is going to be renovated
for this much, the rail is going to be improved for this much. So why
are we being very diplomatic? Have we borrowed this money for the
rail? Have we borrowed money for the airport upgrade? Have we
borrowed the billions for the N$1,000,000,000 airport road, yes or
no?

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Comrade Speaker, the answer is no
those are the projects costs. We have not signed a single loan agreement
for any of these projects with China. (Inferjection)

HON SPEAKER: I think we can leave it at that. We leave it at that.
was wondering with reference to Meatco. Meatco is part of the State in so
many ways. If there are issues of concern how come they have not been
able to take it up with the appropriate authority within the Government?

Honourable Venaani, I am saying if this is something that has become a
major concern to Meatco, how come they are not forthcoming to talk to
the appropriate authority within the Namibian Government? The fact that
they have not been forthcoming means that obviously maybe the issue has
nothing to do with what you implied, but we leave it at that. Honourable
Kavekotora?
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HON KAVEKOTORA: Thank you very much Honourable Speaker.
Listening to the discussion that has just concluded, I want to make a
remark to say that there is no such as a free lunch in this world.

HON SPEAKER: Are you speaking on the issue of (incomplete).

HON KAVEKOTORA: No just by the way (Laughter).

HON SPEAKER: Okay you lost me for a while.

QUESTION 49:

HON_ KAVEKOTORA: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on
Thursday, the 14™ of June 2018, I shall ask the Minister of International
Relations and Cooperation Honourable Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah the
following questions.

I was reliably informed that plans are at put to repatriate yet another batch
of Namibian human remains from Germany to Namibia. This time unlike
before on the first such return was done at Tjavita Hospital this time the
Germany Government and Namibian Embassy are using the Protestant
Church as a venue for the handing over.

1. Could the Honourable Minister confirm or deny these plans? One
can reasonably assume that these human remains are related to the
OvaHerero and Nama Genocide and in our African culture, when
death has occurred or when human remains of a deceased are to be
repatriated the first instances that should be informed are the
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immediate relatives which in this case the Traditional leaders of the
two ethnic communities. These remains are not ordinary issues or
ordinary people but victims of a genocide war.

Have the Traditional Leaders of the two ethnic communities been
informed and/or, if not yet, should they be informed and/or be
involved in the repatriation of these remains as it has been done
before?

QUESTION 50:

On the same day Honourable Speaker, I give Notice that on the Thursday,
the 14™ of June 2018, I shall ask the Minister of Lands and Resettlement
Honourable Uutoni Nujoma the following questions (/nterjection,).

HON MEMBER: No it is Ministry of Land Reform.

HON KAVEKOTORA: Land Reform yes, you keep on changing your
titles like nobody’s business. There are a number of OvaHerero from
Botswana who expressed their willingness to return to their motherland:

1)

2)

Can the Honourable Minister inform this august House about the
progress if any, or the latest update on the situation of the
OvaHereros in Botswana who have expressed their willingness to
have been identified for the return to the motherland?

Should these people be repatriated in the foreseeable future, would

it not be good business if they are resettled because they went out
now they are being resettled in those farms that the Ministry has
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presumably bought or is planning to buy instead of having them to
wait for de-bushing of uninhabited virgin areas, fencing off, drilling
of boreholes and creating new communal areas which all should be
very costly. Would the Minister have any objection to that
proposal?

I so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you.

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Speaker if, I beg for your
indulgence. 1 think there was one project mentioned by Honourable
Venaani that is to be funded by a billion and that is the Airport road. I
think there is some confusion, that N$1 billion was offered as a grant from
China during the visit to Namibia. [ think this is important information
that that is here.

Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Good. Yes Honourable Kandjoze.

HON MINISTER OF NATIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION:
Honourable Speaker, in relation to the same I think Honourable
(Interjection).

HON VENAANI: How much did you borrow?
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HON MINISTER OF NATIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: No
I cannot borrow in my personal capacity for I have no such resources but
(Interjection).

HON VENAANI: But you borrowed.

HON MINISTER OF NATIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: But
we have not borrowed like the Minister has said. I think for your own
convenience those are not agreements that are for certain people to read.
There are three portions in that loan, not loan but grant not loan. Sorry I
am speaking Otjiherero in English or Otjihimba in English (Laughter). So
you do it often. Allow me then? There is a portion of the road from the
airport road starting when the road turns off to the Airport right up to
Dordabis that is the section of the road. So therefore that is a grant not a
loan (Intervention).

HON VENAANI: Do not point at me (Laughter).

HON MINISTER OF NATIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: Well
but then I did not point with the intention to do grievous bodily harm, no
but you did a dishonour for calling us dishonourable.

HON SPEAKER: We leave it at that [ think (Interjection).
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HON VENAANI: Honourable Speaker?

HON SPEAKER: Yes?

HON _ VENAANI: Maybe on a lighter note when I talked about
Honourables I know the other side gets jittery because of various reasons,
but when I talk about Honourable all this side, all these Members are
Honourable Members and all of us must act honourably. Let us not call
each other honourable and act dishonourably. So when you give
information give it honourably.

HON SPEAKER: Okay I think we should leave that behind. I will call
on the Honourable Utoni Nujoma.

HON_MINISTER OF LAND REFORM: Yes I welcome all the
Honourable Members back to Parliament and including those who are
illegally here, and they know themselves (Laughter). So Comrade
Speaker, no somebody text me here I will not say the names, told me that
there are illegal Members there, please tell the Speaker to get them out
(Laughter). Comrade Speaker, I just wanted to answer Honourable Mike
Kavekotora about this question on the repatriation.

I just wanted to inform you in advance that this is not the first time that we
are receiving refugees in Namibia. Those who are willing to come, some
of us were in exile for many years, so indicate your willingness to come. I
am not in a position, I do not deal with external affairs, I do not know, but
those who are willing to come they are most welcome.
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It is not the first time that we are dealing with people who are coming
from Botswana. Many of them came and many of them went back. Some
of them went back so it is not a new thing. Those who are willing to come
they are most welcome. This is their country and we will try to facilitate
their coming here. We will try by all means to facilitate once they are
here but to ask me to deal with external affairs, I am not in that position to
tell you how many are coming. They must just indicate that they are
coming and the Government we will see what we can do.

Thank you Comrade Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. The question from the Honourable
Kavekotora is actually a written question to be responded to in the normal
way.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM: Yes just in (Indistinct) so that
he knows.

NOTICE OF MOTIONS

HON SPEAKER: So let us move on. Notice of Motions? Honourable
Minister of Finance?

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Speaker, I give Notice
that tomorrow, on the 6™ of June 2018, I shall Move that this Assembly in
line with Section 65:8 of the Customs & Excise Act agreed to the
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Amendment of Government Gazette No. 6574 on Part 2(a) of Schedule 1
Customs & Excise Act, 1998.

I so Move, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. The Honourable Shifeta.

HON MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM: Honourable
Speaker, I give Notice that tomorrow, the 6™ of June 2018, I shall Move
that this Assembly agrees to the ratification of the Southern African
Development Community Protocol on Environmental Management for
Sustainable Development.

I respectively so move Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Next is Honourable Utoni Nujoma.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM: Thank you Comrade Speaker
for the Floor. Comrade Speaker I give Notice that on Thursday, the 7% of
June 2018, I shall move that this Assembly agrees to the ratification of the
boundary treaty between the Republic of Namibia and the Republic of
Botswana.

I so Move Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you. We move on. Messages from the Head
of State? Ministerial Statements? Yes Honourable Bernard Esau.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

ISSUANCE OF NEW FISHING RIGHTS

HON MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE RESOURCES:
Thank you very much Comrade Speaker. I would also like to join the
previous speakers in welcoming Honourable Members back to the session
of Parliament. Having said that, Honourable Speaker, Honourable
Members allow me to make a Ministerial Statement on the issuance of
new Marine Fishing Rights in this Financial Year 2018/2019.

I have announced the periods of application for fishing rights and
conditions to harvest some marine resources for commercial purposes in
terms of the Marine Resources Act of 2000. This announcement is
contained in Government Notice (Gazette) No. 92 and 93 that was
published on Friday, the 24™ of May 2018, which is now a public
document and that can be obtained from our Government Gazette Office
at the Ministry of Justice or you can download it, it is online.

Fishing rights have been issued eight times since our independence in
1992, 1994, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 and in 2012. There is a total of
319 rights in our Marine Fisheries which were issued at different times as
indicated. Several of these rights have expired in 2017, or are expiring in
2018 as well as 2019, hence the need to be replaced. These expiring rights
are in nine fishery species namely hake, horse mackerel, monk, deep sea
red crab, rock lobster, lion fish, large pelagic, mullets and seals
(Intervention).
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HON MEMBER: On moratorium?

MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE RESOQURCES: On
moratorium.  This is therefore the 9" time this activity is being
undertaken. It is however, important to note that this is the first time that
some of the old fishing rights have expired having attained the maximum
20 years in terms of Government policy and regulatory framework and
hence are being replaced. Expiry of fishing rights and the public call that
follows such expiry, allows Government to affirm the fact that our
Fisheries belong to all Namibians and demonstrate that there is a time
when all Namibians can apply including yourself as well and compete
fairly for the fishing rights also. You as a Namibian unless you are not a
Namibian, “Hina kunyanda mekuraire mbwae” (I am telling you, I am not
joking). (Laughter)

All right holders whose rights have expired in 2017 or are expiring in
2018 and 2019 are attaining the maximum 20 years since date of first
issue may apply afresh. They may apply afresh for new fishing rights in
this Financial Year 2018, because this public call for fishing rights will
not be repeated again come 2019. The 2018 applications for new fishing
rights is open to all Namibians including the Opposition as well, and all
Namibians especially (Interjection).

HON LIMBO: We are Namibians as well.

HON MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE RESOURCES:
Yes, very good. That is what we want to hear, that is what I want to hear.
Especially the previously disadvantaged Namibians. All applicants will
be treated equally whether they are applying for the first time or, the
fishing rights have expired and are applying afresh for a new fishing right.
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All applicants must be a shareholding company (Pty) (Ltd), in terms of the
Companies Act of 2004.  Section 21 companies, Trusts or Closed
Corporations, honest natural persons may be incorporated as shareholders
in the applicant companies in the (Pty) (Ltd) companies. All shareholders
in an applicant (Pty) (Ltd) company must be issued with share certificates
and there must be a shareholder’s agreement accompanying every
application.

HON VENAANI: What is in the shareholders agreement?

HON MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE RESOURCES: 1
will come to the shareholders agreement if you want to say what is. It is
standard. It is a template you can download it and you will know what it
is all about. It is to ensure that there is corporate governance that they
uphold to the kings reports.

a) Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, allow me to dwell a little
bit on this point and explain as follows.

b) First: There has been allegations that this requirement for a company
a Pty (Ltd) is excluding economically disadvantaged persons from the
application process. This is not true. Individual natural persons,
Closed Corporations, Trusts and Section 21 companies are allowed to
apply for fishing rights as shareholders in the Private Limited
companies.

¢) Secondly: The requirement for PTY (Ltd) or companies is actually
meant to protect the vulnerable persons and communities as
shareholders in a right holding company. Comrade Speaker, there has
been a practise in the past whereby once a public call for fishing rights
is issued, some applicants approach vulnerable communities to join in
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them in their bid for a right and promise them a certain shareholding
e.g. 10-20% or heaven on earth in the fishing sector. They do this
because they know that due consideration is usually given to
applicants who are inclusive of marginalised communities. However,
once the right is awarded, they start exploiting these vulnerable
communities from benefiting from the dividends, do not involve them
in their Board of directors meetings, and do not call them for AGMs
just to share with them the information financial and otherwise.

They only give these vulnerable persons small tokens of money as
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) that is what they are claiming
here, and not as shareholders. I think that is really not empowerment.
We really want empowerment to go down, that our communities
should also know the technical knowhow of management, how are
fishing companies managed, they must know how processing of fish
takes place, they must know as shareholders. This practice must
come to an end forthwith.

These unfair practices happen because the legal framework for cc, trust
and Section 21 companies does not include the issuance of share
certificates and does not have obligations to submit Annual Reports on
audited financial statements. We saw that, we have seen in our
legislation there is a loophole, they are not even required to call for
meetings sometimes, they do not, the Members are not called, and
neither AGMs are called. In brief, it is difficult to enforce corporate
governance, and hence fairness to vulnerable shareholders in a cc, trust
or Section 21 company. I have a long list of beneficiaries who have
submitted complaints to the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources on this matter. When I was at the coast I received a list as
well. At this point I must also mention that we have issued letters to
all cc companies to convert their companies into Pty (Ltd) companies
with shareholder agreements. I know there will be a lot of outcries
outside, but they have to convert for us to take control of the situation.

100



05 June 2018 MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
HON ESAU

e) Third: I consider that applicants for fishing rights are serious entities,
which brings together several natural persons willing to cost-share the
process of application for Pty (Ltd) registration. They must be serious
in compiling a business plan and also preparation to do a costing of
this venture that they want to enter into, because in business, if you
want to move into business, you cannot just say you can get a paper
and go and trade this paper for whatever money, and at the end of the
day you have not created jobs, you have not done anything.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members; in terms of our Marine
Resources Act, 2000, once a person is issued with a fishing right, they are
expected to be directly involved in fishing, processing and export
activities - not to sell their quota to other right holders, as this defeats the
purpose of empowerment, it defeats the purpose of Namibianisation in this
very fisheries sector. It is difficult also to conduct export business or to
negotiate with banks and other activities as a CC. This ‘ability to exercise
a right’ is another reason why I have put the Pty (Ltd) condition. In fact
if you go through the Marine Resources Act, one of the criteria’s that you
will be evaluated on is your ability to exercise that right that will be given
to you to go and fish, and if you cannot prove that then it is tough luck.
We all need to work together to ensure that our economically vulnerable
persons are empowered to organise themselves into legal entities, which
can transact international fisheries business, if they are to avoid being
exploited by experienced right holders.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members,

f) 1 am open to suggestions on how we can protect vulnerable
communities from exploitation by elites in fishing rights, in ways other
than through Pty (Ltd). I am keen to listen to Honourable Members
and stakeholders on alternatives to the Pty approach, which are legally
enforceable. Nothing is set in stone, but the options must be viable and
legal, because we are really getting a lot of complaints in the Ministry,
and you must have read the newspapers on this matter as well. I do
not know how, but we are open to discuss this matter, but we cannot
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give in fact, people the opportunity to exploit others. The exploitation
of men to men must come to an end. I think that must come to an end
from that angle. I have also expressly excluded natural persons who
currently are shareholders in rights which are not expiring in 2019,
from applying for fishing rights under this Government Notice. This
measure is aimed at ensuring that persons with shares in existing rights
do not get new rights, whereas we have many Namibians -without
shares in fishing rights. If you have a fishing right, do not apply for
a new one, (Intervention)

HON MEMBER: Why should we not apply?

HON MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE RESOURCES:
Otherwise your application will automatically be disqualified. Let the
Namibians who have no fishing rights also try and get a fishing right. If
you are in fishing please do not apply, give the people the opportunity to

apply.

Companies which are listed in any stock exchange are not eligible to apply
for fishing rights under this Government Notice, or to be shareholders in
any applicant company. This measure is taken in line with our Marine
Resources Act, 2000, which requires the Minister to determine whether or
not an applicant for a fishing right, or fishing quota, is a Namibian citizen.
Ownership and hence citizenship in a company listed in a stock exchange
changes by the hour, hence this legal requirement cannot be met by listed
companies. We all know that if you go to the NSX or the JSE, or to any
other stock exchange you can buy shares there, but our law (Interjection)
correct, you are right on that, and the law stipulates or states that, any
change of ownership in a fishing company per se, must carry the blessing
or approval of fisheries. There you do not have any control on ownership
changes. Somebody can come and by the whole shares of the company on
stock exchange and ownership has changed, “Opuwo” (that’s that).
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Companies which are re-applying for fishing rights are required to check
if they have fulfilled conditions of their existing, or just expired rights, as
this will be a key consideration in evaluation of such applicants. For sure
if you have made promises that you will build a school there and your
right has come to an end, take cognisance of the fact that this is the time
for us. Government must check it out, it is not corruption but we have to
check that we are really addressing our issues there. I am keen to protect
current jobs for sure, you said you will create jobs let us see the jobs, if
you did not create any jobs tough luck and we are also keen to protect
investments in the sectors, but also ensure inclusivity and broad-based
participation in the sector.

I am aware that there will be those who will apply for the first time
without any experience in the fishing sector, and those who will apply
with a lot of experience in the sector. [ am determined to treat all
applicants equally, to protect the jobs and investments in the sector, but
also to give an opportunity to new entrants who are serious in investing to
develop our Namibian fisheries.

As stated before, all Namibians are welcome to apply for fishing rights,
under the conditions stated in our Government Notice 92 and 93 of 2018. 1
particularly encourage applications from previously disadvantaged
Namibians who are women, youth, people living with disabilities,
liberation war veterans and people living in economically marginalised
communities.

For those applicants who may include a trust in their shareholding
structure, it should be operated by trustees who are beneficiaries
themselves, democratically elected by beneficiaries. 1 also advise
applicant companies lo consider setting up workers trusts operated by
trustees who are workers, democratically elected by workers and account
to the workers.

The procedure for application or fishing rights in 2018 is straightforward.

All applicants will fill 9 forms, published as forms 1A, 1 - 8 in the
Government Notice 92 and 93 of 2018, and also include a bankable
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business plan, because you must know if you go into a business what is
the nature of the business. You cannot go into the finish business to sell
your quotas and things like that, no. We want to see empowerment in the
real sense of empowerment.

I have taken measures to ensure that all Namibians who wish to apply for
rights are trained on how to apply by officials from the Ministry of
Fisheries and Marine Resources at a venue in each of the 14 Regions in
Namibia, on dates to be published in the newspapers and other mass
media. Anyone who wishes to apply for fishing rights in 2018 will be
trained how to do so and provided with application forms right in
their Region of residence.

I have also taken measures to facilitate the application process by
appointing rights application officials it is some form of retaining officers.
In every Regional Governors’ Offices to receive applications and issue
attestations to all applicants, this measure will save Namibians from
travelling from distant Regions to Windhoek to make applications for
fishing rights as was the case in the past. In short you do not need to
travel to Windhoek to apply for a fishing right you can apply right in your
Region.

HON VENAANI: Which Region?

HON MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE RESOURCES: In
your region Erongo. After the application process is closed all applicants
will be published in a Public Web (Internet) portal and all successful
applicants will also be published as well for everyone to know.

The deadline for the applications is 31% July 2018, which allows all

applicants at least two months to prepare the documents required and
submit their applications in a timely manner.
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The fact that someone’s application for a fishing right is unsuccessful does
not simply imply that they cannot continue participating in the fishing
industry or that their investments in this sector are no longer required.
The Fisheries sector comprises of several levels in the value chain
beginning with fishing where fishing rights are exercised, processing,
logistics, supplies and many other economic activities. Many of the large
investors in this sector are in fact operators they are not right holders.
They are processors they are not right holders. They are suppliers and
logistic companies who do not have fishing rights.

I wish to reiterate that Namibians can benefit from and participate in
fishing sector in more ways in addition to the ownership of fishing rights.
Namibians can participate in providing goods such as food that includes
cereals, vegetables, fruits and meat, stevedoring services and other
services such as logistics, warehousing as well as value addition activities
that is required in this very fishing industry which are collectively valued
at N$3,000,000,000 in addition to the N$10,000,000,000 forex earnings in
our fisheries sector.

I also wish to state at this point that this very sector through its
contribution to the GDP is also for sure contributing to fiscus and the
fiscus contribution is normally distributed for developmental programmes
etcetera and we all benefit in that fashion from this very sector.

I wish to state that owning a fishing right does not imply that a company
or a person will be automatically allocated a fishing quota annually, light
of the SCORECARD on periodic evaluation of performance of fishing
right holders, the amount of fishing quota allocations to each right holder
shall depend on their performance against the eight criteria’s outlined in
the SCORECARD. I will outline the SCORECARD conditions to our
august House at a later stage.

In summary, I intend to ensure that the 2018 applications for fishing rights
is fair, is transparent and is aiming at protecting jobs and investments and
allowing all Namibians a fair chance to participate in developing our
fisheries sector for the benefit of our present and future generations.
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Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, I so submit.

Thank you for your attention.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. The concluding questions,
Honourable Venaani?

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON VENAANI: Honourable Speaker, this is a very important topical
issue to be addressed just through a Ministerial Statement, why? There
are a lot of fundamental issues that are not very clear and I would like to
dissect them as they are coming briefly.

One - is the fact that we are talking about the inclusion of marginalised
people into the mainstream economy or into the fishing sector. Now the
minute when you talk about marginalisation we are talking about young
people who cannot pay for their school fees, university fees. The youth
that must also partake. How does the youth get it right to register a
Private Limited Company that roughly costs between N$18,000,00 to
N$25,000,00 depending on the auditors that you are approaching to create
this company for example, one?

Two - there is also this culture that has entrenched itself in Namibia and
that is the culture that even those that are black millionaires would still
continue calling themselves previously disadvantaged. The perpetual you
cannot be perpetually disadvantaged. (Interjection) You call yourselves,
people like Nekundi, cannot call themselves previous disadvantaged if
they are multi-millionaires. (Interjection) He is not. You are not.
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You were previously disadvantaged until you sorted yourself out.
(Intervention) 1 am not referring to you as a person I am just talking to you
as an example.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF PUBLIC ENTERPRISES: For
example.

HON VENAANI: Yes. Solam trying to say that when we are speaking
of one thing to try to help the poor, the marginalised of our society and
then we are putting a standard that we you know clearly that, if you are
talking about a marginalised society it cannot match a Pty (Ltd) for a
variety of reasons. So how do you make sure that these people will
continue to benefit. What you would have is what Tjipangandjara
wakavendjira contemporary of Shakespeare in Otjiherero would say
(Otjiherero) (a one eyed person in the land of the blind.) This is what we
are going to perpetuate. Those that are having fishing rights, that are
having jobs to protect, that are having vessels would now start in thinking,
okay Honourable Asser Mbai come on board, you and you come on board
and these people would continue to be exploited. When you speak of
wanting to include the marginalised the Minister should speak to the
Minister of Trade and Industry.

In Trade there is something that you call you can harmonise Closed
Corporation (CC) rights to say that all CCs that are applying for the
fishing sector can have different criteria like providing audited statements
those things that you can include in making sure that you protect the
marginalised, but to tell me today that a San Community in Tsumkwe
would get it right to apply for a Pty (Ltd) in this country, “monyanda
uriri” (you are playing), it will not happen, not even in the next two
months. So I am saying that we need to seriously relook at this in this
matter, open it for discussions that Parliament really discusses an
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inclusion of our marginalised society in broad terms, address all aspects
before we start saying people should start applying. By saying that people
should start applying in the next two months you are giving those one
eyed in the land of the blind to take the lead, and what is then being tried
to be prevented would reappear again. So I am saying to say that we
would continue, we are leading from this front to see that.

There is a need, in conclusion there is a need for us to discuss the criteria
of the fishing rights. As they are standing they are not going to benefit
those that are marginalised in our society. (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: (Speaker talking on the phone). Honourable Venaani.
I am so sorry, as you were just about to conclude I got a call which I could
not refuse to respond to, so it was not a discourtesy to you Honourable
Member but I heard your contribution. What I would propose because I
do not want us to continue debating on this. What I am trying to say is the
Minister offered to come back with a detailed presentation so do you want
to respond?

HON MUHARUKUA: Honourable Minister thank you for the
information that you imparted to the nation. There are two clarities that I
have. One is a concern and the other is clarity.

The concern is the following. I understand that amongst the criteria is the
need for a person to show the ability to conduct the business. Now just at
the top of my head one of the things that if you are to fish, unless
obviously you are going like Kandjoze to fish with a fishing line, you have
to have a fishing vessel. Now broadly speaking, I for one do not know a
single person who owns a vessel.
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HON MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE RESOURCES:
From Opuwo.

HON MUHARUKUA: Yes in fact there is no one from Opuwo that
owns a vessel maybe Uncle Mike I do not know (Laughter). So that on its
own in my respectful view Honourable Minister, why should it not be
thought it is broadly discouraging to the very groups that we want to bring
to the fore in this industry. I will take an example of what happens with
the Ministry of Land Reform. When the Ministry of Land Reform
resettles someone, they have an arrangement with the Ministry of Finance
through Agri Bank where the Board sits, and there is a specific allocation
of I think it is a post resettlement loan. Currently it is N$200,000 before it
was or it is thought to be going to N$500,000, but that is to ensure that
these people that are resettled are able to stock their farms and are able to
farm productively.

Perhaps it would be prudent for the Ministry to have a systematic
approach as to how to help the individuals that are applying to start with,
maybe through the DBN for the DBN to be able to give that undertaking
say for instance to 20 companies and say that, if you are 20 companies that
applied and do not have a vessel, we undertake to perhaps give you a loan
to be able for you in a joint venture with one another using your rights or
your quotas that you will get after that to buy a vessel. That, in my view
will take away this concern that we have or a legitimate concern where our
people gets the rights, the quotas and then after that look for a foreigner
and sell this through or allow this person to fish perhaps exploit the quota
or the right. Maybe that approach must be looked at.

The other concern, or the question is the following, marginalised, perhaps
quite similar to what the Honourable Venaani has indicated. You see if
you look at the Constituency of Epupa, it is classified as the poorest
constituency in the country. Now I am from that constituency, does that
mean I qualify as a marginalised person because I am from that poor
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community? We have this term that we use, marginalised but we do not
really define it. Sometimes we say any San person is marginalised, are we
classifying the Honourable Royal !Ui/o/oo as a marginalised person as
opposed to, say for instance, anyone else who is a have not. Perhaps we
must clarify what we mean by these terms so that these terms are not used
to prejudice others and unduly advantage others that should not get that
preferential treatment when they are already empowered.

Honourable Speaker, those were the two things that I wanted.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. I think we will not do justice
to the topic. Those comments obviously the Minister will take note of
that. We might have to find an occasion to deal with that. Yes please,
Honourable Madala Nauyoma.

HON NAUYOMA: Thank you Honourable Speaker, I do not want to
repeat what my colleagues have said but I have got some issues that I want
to bring to the attention of the Honourable Minister.

As we speak we hear already people running around collecting names of
the so called marginalised to bring on board. You see the trend already.
(Interjection) No, we have evidence on some of the issues that is one.

Two, I do not know how old the Pty (Ltd) Company will be because as
matters stand presently in Namibia very soon we will hear some briefcase
Pty (Ltd) Companies established overnight to get access to these
resources. Do we have maybe companies that are registered ten years ago,
or two years ago or only even the companies that are registered today as a
Pty (Ltd) to be considered on these ranges because if that is the case I still
subscribe to what the Honourable Venaani is talking about to say no those
with one eye will continue to be kings in the land of the blind because we
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know that most of our communities cannot afford to put up a Pty
Company. (Interjection) we are talking about serious issues people are
concerned out there about these things.

Another issues is how is the fish stocks or we are just talking about these
things Honourable Minister and the (Interjection).

HON MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE RESOURCES:
There are no quotas.

HON NAUYOMA: There are no quotas these are previously, are we
(Laughter) those are the only concerns Honourable Minister that I have.

Thank you Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. We leave it at that I think the
Minister is more than willing to come back with a detailed presentation.
We will have an opportunity. (Interjection)

HON LIMBO: On behalf of the Women?

HON SPEAKER: You want to respond now?
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HON LIMBO: Yes, Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Okay let me take one more and then the Minister can
respond.

HON LIMBO: Thank you Honourable Speaker. I just want to speak on
behalf of the women (Interjections). Yes because, yes please listen to
what I want to say. 1 know the majority of the people who are
(Interjections). 1 am not Mike I am Agnes. I just want to say the majority
of people who are having the fish rights now or those who have expired I
bet they are men, and I know they have been trying to bring in few women
and some of the women who were brought in were exploited because they
have been going into rural areas picking names, just to be seen that I have
a group of women, I have a disabled person, I have a San person, but these
people have not benefitted as compared to our male counterparts. So
Honourable Minister I want to appeal to you, I think what the colleagues
are saying that all of us cannot forever be called disadvantaged.

I am one of the people who came with colleagues from exile and all of us
were disadvantaged, and today the majority some of them men more
especially, are no more classified as disadvantaged. They are more
advantaged (Interjection) yes than us, some of the women who came with
them because they own the fish quotas, they own diamond quotas
whatever you call them, the farms and everything. So I think this time this
is going to a test to see whether what we are saying is correct.

HON SPEAKER: On a Point or Order. Honourable Hinda, yes.
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HON _DEPUTY MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND
IMMIGRATION: I need a bit of clarity was this not a Ministerial
Statement and it was said that the Minister will come back for Debate next
time? I think I want to understand if it is a Ministerial Statement this
discussion certainly will have its right time to be taken up.

HON SPEAKER: Absolutely, thank you very much. Honourable
Limbo, can you conclude?

HON LIMBO: Thank you so much Honourable Speaker. You know this
is why we do not vote one another, because I am trying to speak on behalf
of, me as a woman and another woman is trying to disturb. My sister,
what is it, ha? What is it? (Laughter)

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. I think for those of you who
did not have the benefit of attending a very exciting seminar this morning
addressed by the former President of Liberia where all women gathered
there, and that is why the Honourable Limbo is referring to the solidarity
of women. Is it not? Okay but the solidarity is always there and it will
continue to be there. Honourable Minister please?

RESPONSE TO MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

HON MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND MARINE RESOURCES:
Thank you very much Comrade Speaker for the Floor.
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I would like to thank the Comrades as well, I mean the Honourable
Members who took the Floor to register some concerns here and there and
support as well. T want in fact to refer the House to the Act, to the Marine
Resources Act, 2000 (Act. 27 of 2000). Let us call it Clause yes 33 on
page 18. You go to Sub 4 (a) to (1) that will inform you. The issue of
ability is under 4(d):

“the ability of the applicant to exercise the right in a satisfactory

2

manner.

I think we cannot really try to say we must now work outside the law.
This law we administer and we have gazette it in fact. The Gazette is in
line with the law. In terms of the ability Government to give there are
institutions, DBN is there. You are correct you can talk to them if you are
really serious about business. Go and talk to them for collaterals. You
talk to the financial institutions. You talk to the industry as well. Talk to
those who have to share, and I want also to make an appeal to the industry
to be in solidarity to the new people, because if they do not have women
let them include women in the ownership. If they do not have War
Veterans let them include those and apply as a collective. We know that
we are one, why can we not do it collectively. I know there are lots of
Comrades here also in the sector not only from this side, that side as well,
(Interjections) oh yes I do not want to disclose this matter. That side
Comrades, they are there. They are there.

Having said that, in terms of the age of companies Comrades you can
register a company today, get it registered today you can apply because
that company is just as good as a company of ten years. It can be one day
old, but you know the company must have its documents. It must prove it.
We will cross check it with Trade and Industry yes we have to check for it
the company is registration, it must be in good standing. It is true people
are running around now to compile some, what is it, people must join my
company, we are called, can you give us names of people whom I said no.
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In terms of fish stocks they are health. I have stated it here. Every year we
carry out surveys so the surveys are informing us that our stocks are health
with the exception of pilchards and the exception of orange roughy, those
two. That is why they are not partly captured in this very notice 90.

Inclusivity, marginalised communities, the cost of registration of Pyt (Ltd)
Companies, Comrade Leader of the Official Opposition PDM, PDM neh,
or is it DTA? (Interjections) Oh, okay so it is so. Those ones have been
captured very well in the gazette. We want to see that we are all inclusive
and hence the move towards Pty (Ltd). I know that is expensive but some
businesses are very expensive. You cannot go into banking if you do not
have money. You can still talk of marginalised people because,
(Interjections) well, Comrade we can speak of marginalised communities,
disadvantaged people because this thing is generational.

My parents were not rich, your parents were not rich maybe cows, cattle
and what and what but it was not rich. But we are always open as I have
said to discuss one to one on these matters we are available for
discussions. One to one as I have said we are available to discuss. I am
always (Interjections) open unless if you want to amend the law here.
(Intervention).

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. The Minister did offer to come
back with SCORECARDS and further details. There will be another
opportunity for now let us move on.

HON SPEAKER: First, Notice of a Motion is the one of the Honourable
Muharukua. Does the Honourable Member Move the Motion?
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HON MUHARUKUA: Honourable Speaker, perhaps before I give my
answer to the question let me perhaps put a caveat and a motivation to the
answer. Yes the question is, do I Move the Motion?

HON SPEAKER: Okay.

HON MUHARUKUA: I had the privilege to be invited by the
Honourable Minister to his Offices knowing how close the issue is to my
heart. We had I think about an hour and a half consultation with the Chief
Veterinarian and have duly really enlightened me as to how far the process
is in addressing the concerns that the Motion thus addresses. The points
of the Motion and any other contribution that the PDM made is to ensure
that what we do here works for our populous, and I believe it is in good
faith that the Minister has taken that approach and we have made an
undertaking with him that we shall not Move the Motion pending the
request that I made to himself and also the people of the Ruling Party, that
his technocrats will come to Parliament, address Members of Parliament
on what he had informed me and after that we will charter a way forward
into as to whether the Motion will stand as it is or shall be Amended or
whether there is no need to move the Motion.

As a result of that Honourable Speaker, I shall not Move the Motion and I
shall duly withdraw the Motion until such consultation has been done.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much, that is the spirit, when in doubt
consult. So for now this Motion is off.

HON MUHARUKUA: Yes.
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HON SPEAKER: Until further notice. Well done and thank you.

The second Notice of a Motion is the one of the Honourable Muharukua.

HON MUHARUKUA: Thank you Honourable Speaker. Honourable
Speaker, thank you for the opportunity.

Honourable Members, Honourable Speaker at the outset it is proven to
state that it is not the object of this Motion to be accusatorial
(Intervention).

HON SPEAKER: No [ think we are missing a point. I am basically just
asking, do you Move the Motion?

HON MUHARUKUA: Yes I truly Move the Motion, Honourable
Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Okay who seconds? Any objection? Agreed to. The
Honourable Member does have the Floor now.

LEVEL OF CORRUPTION IN NAMIBIA, ITS IMPLACT ON OUR
ECONOMY AND THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CURRENT
EFFORTS TO DEAL WITH CORRUPTION
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HON MUHARUKUA: Yes thank you Honourable Speaker. Once again
at the outset it is prudent to state that the object of this Motion is not to be
accusatorial antagonistic or to fight corruption in this Parliament as if it
were to create the impression that this Chamber is the incubation centre of
corruption, and the den of the corruptible, but it is the absolute object of
the Motion for Namibian leadership to harness political will and collective
resources to root out corruption.

Now the question is what is this thing that started rearing its head
becoming bigger and bigger like a snowball in motion. This beast that has
entrenched its roots deep into almost every parastatal, public procurement
contracts and seemingly at most levels of our political leadership. As far
as this Motion is concerned Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members,
my approach shall never be to delve into specific allegation of corruption
but rather it shall be to address the perception of the public out there how
leaders are addressing the question of corruption.

Of course one or some would argue that perception is irrelevant, but rather
what is actually happening on the ground. I would beg to differ wish such
view because people must see their leaders not only to think about the next
election or their own values but rather that leaders are thinking about the
next generation. Leaders will silence the voice against corruption, create
the impression that they are amongst the exclusive few that clings to
corruption and admire their wealth corruptly and deceitfully acquired, it is
worth noting at this point that they would be on the wrong side of history.

Patriotic leaders rather must always be ready to defend their country from
corruption. This will require high level of self-worth, dignity and moral
fortitude from each and every one of us here. It should be a struggle for
which each one of us should be prepared to starve, to be politically
alienated and to be persecuted. Frank Serpico once said:

“The fight for justice against corruption is never easy. It has never been,

and never will be. It exacts a toll on ourselves, our families, our friends
and especially our children. In the end I believe as in my case, the price
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we pay is well worth holding on to our dignity.”

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, of course there are good
aspects about the fight against corruption and Government keeps citing the
favourable statistics whilst ignoring the not so favourable. Yes we have a
robust Anti-Corruption Legislation. = We have the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC), we have cases being prosecuted and so forth. Lately
we have heard of letters written to Ministers to answer on allegations from
the highest Offices. Lately, (Interjections) Honourable Prime Minister
should I put the paper down and start talking to?

HON VENAANI: We can start talking.

HON SPEAKER: Is that a Point of Order?

RT HON DR PRIME MINISTER: It is a Point of Order, Honourable
Speaker just to say that, I find it to be somehow, how do I say it,
inappropriate that certain people are singled out to be called out the
moment you, as much as utter a word when another person is on the Floor.
Interjections are allowed in this House, and there are Honourable
Members who have a habit of trying to call others out every time they
Move and Honourable Muharukua is one of them who calls out the Prime
Minister all the time.

HON MUHARUKUA: Okay I think I do not know whether I have
mentioned the Prime Minister’s name, or it is revenge, okay. I do
apologise for the past times. like I said Honourable Prime Minister it is
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not my intention to call out anyone’s name in this motivation and neither
to delve into any specific allegations on corruption. (Interjection)

HON VENAANI: Well we will call them out very soon.

HON MUHARUKUA: Others can do that but I would not do that.
Honourable Members I ended where 1 was saying, and lately yes, we have
heard of letters being written to Ministers of Cabinet from the highest
Office in the land. We do hear that we have Ministers that will appear in
Court, rumour as it is. (Interjection)

HON VENAANI: Call them out.

HON MUHARUKUA: All these are good efforts to combat corruption,
and conversation must be heard to improve these efforts and to improve
on the negative (Intervention).

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: Point of Order.

HON SPEAKER: Yes on a point of order the Deputy Speaker.
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HON VENAANI: Why are you protecting people?

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: We want the Honourable Member to
withdraw that some Members are to appear before the Court. The whole
thing is not (Indistinct), he must withdraw it. He must withdraw when
you say (Interjection).

HON VENAANI: Did you listen to what he said? (Laughter)

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: No he must not mention the case which is
before the Court whether that the case is (Interjections)

HON VENAANI: There are many cases, which one did he mention?

HON DEPUTY SPEAKER: He did not, he must withdraw it.

HON MUHARUKUA: Honourable Speaker, I will withdraw the
statement that it is a step in a good direction, paraphrasing and we are
hearing of rumours of things that Cabinet Ministers will appear in Court or
perhaps already have. I withdraw that if that (Indistinct).

HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much well done, proceed.
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HON MUHARUKUA: But I shall get back to it. Where wasI? Yes, All
this as I said all these are good efforts and conversation must be had to
improve eon thee steps taken thus far and to improve those negative
connotations that Government readily stays away from.

As I indicated earlier Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members I intent
to look at how the public views the steps that have been taken thus far in
combating corruption. We have a robust legislation that creates a body
called the Anti-Corruption Commission. The questions perhaps that
lingers in answering the public perception of these bodies are the
following:

e Does the Anti-Corruption Commission target the elite with gloved
hands and bigger against the ordinary man?

o Is the Anti-Corruption Commission really an independent body or is it
a body that is so susceptible to political meddling. that it only really
wants to do its work when it is politically expedient for some and not
others?

e What does our public perceive the Anti-Corruption Commission to be?

e Does the Anti-Corruption Commission treat high profile cases with a
requisite attention that it needs, or the same attention as those that are
not so high profile? (Intervention).

HON VENAANI: If you in SWAPO you are (Indistinct).

HON MUHARUKUA: The crux of these questions of the perception of
the Anti-Corruption is the question as to whether the public have faith in
the Anti-Corruption Commission in its present state and with its current
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record? Could it perhaps be time that this august House must discuss
possible term limits for the Director, General I believe now of the Anti-
Corruption commission. That, such person serves a period perhaps of no
longer than two terms of four or five years. Lord Atkins once said not
something that I believe or that I succumb to completely I do have
reservations, he once said that:

“Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power tends to corrupt
absolutely”.

When we have these people in these high offices perpetually, it gives them
in some instances this sense of absolute control over the given tasks that
they are given, and a sense of not being answerable to anyone and
therefore I do as I please not as what is right. What is the public’s
perception of the Anti-Corruption Commission? Does it do as it pleases
or does it do what is right?

It is also trite that the public looks at their leaders as individuals.
Honourable Prime Minister, I am not going to accuse anyone. There is no
(Laughter), just relax. Relax, you started it. Yes the public looks at
leaders as individuals and really the reality of the matter is, those who
fight corruption should be clean themselves. Funny enough the person
who said this or ironically is President Vladimir Putin, stating that those
who fight corruption must be clean themselves. I was surprised but
nonetheless he said that. It is important. The question is the public is
perception of their political leaders, if we go out today and ask an ordinary
person on the street the question, are our politicians corrupt or not? Are
our leaders corrupt or not? What is the question we are going to get?

HON MEMBERS: The answer.
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HON MUHARUKUA: Sorry, the answer.

HON VENAANI: At least they are listening.

HON MUHARUKUA: At least you are listening yes. What is the
answer we are going to get? Perhaps it would be based on fictitious
information, presumptions, perhaps rumours, but perhaps that that
perception is nonetheless important.

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order?

HON VENAANI: What is the perception of the Point of Order?

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM: Is it proper Comrade Speaker
for a Member of Parliament to attack a Head of State of another country
using the platform of this Parliament? You said Vladimir Putin
(Intervention).

HON VENAANI: How did he attack him?
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HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM: Ha, it is you who said, his own
leader.

HON VENAANI: Who said that?

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM: You, you said it here.

HON VENAANI: I did not even take the Floor how could I say that?

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM: We are hearing you here. Go
and look into the record you will see.

HON VENAANI: You are a pensioner sit down (Intervention,).

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM: You are not a Judge and a Jury
to accuse other Heads of States, not Jury Jooste.

HON VENAANI: You are here (Indistinct) saying this. Puppet and what
and what?
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HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM: Which puppet? Which Head
of State? Those who were condemned (Interjection)

HON VENAANI: Honourable Speaker, I (Indistinct)

HON SPEAKER: Yes

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM: by international community
are criminals that are what I condemn here

HON SPEAKER: Yes, let us have order.

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM: Because the United Nations
has made it clear that the agents of apartheid and all of them were
supporting a criminal system. It is not me it is the United Nations.
(Interjection)

HON VENAANI: I am talking about (Infervention).

HON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM: No that is what I am telling
you.
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HON SPEAKER: Let us not have a dialogue.

HON VENAANI: You are becoming (Indistinct) and you do not listen
(Intervention).

HON SPEAKER: Let us not have a dialogue. Can you please continue,
this is your motivation?

HON MUHARUKUA: Yes Honourable Speaker.

HON SPEAKER: Okay are you still having a long way to go?

HON MUHARUKUA: YesI have just started.

HON SPEAKER: Okay continue.

HON MUHARUKUA: Honourable Speaker, this is supposedly a
question to me, I do not see the question any time (Intervention).
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HON SPEAKER: Can you continue please let us have order.
(Interjections)

HON VENAANI: Who is the Head of State I attacked? (Interjections)

HON VENAANI: No.

HON MUHARUKUA: Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Can you continue please?

HON MEMBER: You are attacking Trump today you (intervention).

HON SPEAKER: No, let us have order please we cannot continue like
this.

HON MUHARUKUA: For the record Honourable Speaker, I did not
attack President Vladimir Putin, I quoted what he said. I was quoting
(Intervention).
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HON SPEAKER: Okay let us concentrate on your motivation now,
finish. Finish now please, continue.

HON MUHARUKWA: Yes I stopped at the following, if we were to go
out and ask hypothetically five members of the public out there randomly
the question, “What do you think our politicians are? Are they corrupt or
corruptible? What do you think of our leaders in Government? Are they
corrupt or corruptible, yes or no what answer would we get?” I would not
want to pre-empt that answer, but the reality of the matter is this, that
answer might be based on rumours, might be based on fictitious
information, might be based on anything but still, it is a perception that is
out there that for leaders who should not be thinking about the next
election only and our values, and who wants the people to know that we
are thinking of the next generation, we should be concerned with what that
perception is and we should, leaders and perhaps more so leaders in
Government should be able to go a far distance in addressing that
perception.

Indeed things are happening. We have declared assets. I have, the little
that I have. Others have, whatever they have, little we have it is
something, but the cure to corruption Honourable Chief Whip of the
Ruling Party is transparency. If you are transparent you do away with that
perception. Then comes a question, if we are to deal with that perception
is it enough to say that I have a car, yes say I have a private aeroplane,
Honourable Kandjoze just became a Member of Parliament two years ago
and then all of a sudden, I am using him as an example. All of a sudden
he buys an aeroplane as a Minister of Mines and Energy (Intervention).

HON MINISTER OF NATIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION:
What about the Opposition Leader?
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HON MUHARUKWA: The question, yes even say for instance the
Opposition Leader whoever (intervention).

HON MEMBER: The question?

HON MUHARUKUA: The question is this and yes then stop interjecting.

HON VENAANI: Why are the people jittery?

HON MUHARUKUA: You are very jittery calm down.

HON VENAANI: It is very good today.

HON MUHARUKUA: Unless you wanted to put this down and start
speaking, yes. (Interjection) No you cannot tell me how to Debate please.

HON VENAANI: Why are you jittery?
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HON MUHARUKUA: Like really, yes. You go ahead, Honourable
Speaker am I protected?

HON SPEAKER: You see it is very difficult really for us to maintain
order. No let me say, let me say. Let us have some order (Interjection).

HON VENAANI: Yes talk to that side. (Intervention).

HON_ SPEAKER: Continue your intervention because you are now
basically, ah, can you stick to what you want to say rather than posing
questions?

HON MUHARUKUA: No, Honourable Speaker, no wait. To start with I
do not take very kind to being taught how to speak. If there is one thing I
can do better, I cannot fight physically but I can speak, and yes what I
want to say is exactly what I am going to say. If I do not say this in the
manner that I say it now, [ will have to delve into what I said I would not
want to delve in, and the reason for that is that I do not want the House to
be raised into anarchy. So it is rather this approach or I take another piece
of paper on a different approach and I prefer this one. So please
Honourable Speaker (Intervention).

HON SPEAKER: Can I appeal to you now, continue please?
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HON MUHARUKUA: Yes thank you very much.

HON SPEAKER: We are really patiently listening.

HON MUHARUKWA: No you do not need to be patient you must just
listen. The reality of the matter is this, we have declared assets. Leaders
have declared assets. Is it enough that some persons or leaders
(Otjiherero).(Interjections) Is it enough that we declare that we have these
assets perhaps to do away with this perception it is prudent for us to go
ahead and say I have these assets. Yes I have held public office for 20
years, and I am justified to have these assets because I have acquired them
in this way and that way, because some people hold offices and have
assets that you can never imagine they would acquire through their public
Office monthly salaries, and that speaks to the fact that there are things
that are happening that are not in the open.

For us to prove that there is nothing that is happening in terms of us as
leaders. We should bring to the fore as to how we acquired these things
(intervention).

HON MEMBER: That there are brown envelopes?

HON MUHARUKUA: Yes that there are no brown envelopes. 1 know
(Interjections). Yes. Some of these things yes, if you are to deal with
perception we have and we should be able to justify our assets. If you
have a problem with that then you are playing right into the hands of that
perception, including perception by myself. The President has proposed
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lifestyle audits (Interjection).

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND
IMMIGRATION: What exactly?

HON MUHARUKUA: I have said I have watered down my approach
completely because I do not want to antagonise. The President has
proposed lifestyle audits. We are three years into the Harambee term. It
has not seen the light of the day the lifestyle audits, or the results of that
audit (Interjection) Please Maureen you can never tell me how to debate,
please not you like really.

HON DEPUTY MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND
IMMIGRATION: Iam asking you.

HON MUHARUKUA: Then ask a formal question. Yes the reality of
the matter is thisM and this was the motivation by the President when he
brought forth the idea that we will have to do lifestyle audits, is that that
very term that I have used earlier. The fact that some people possess what
they could never reasonably buy with their salary, or the possessions that
are sitting or that are out in the open yet they hold public Offices. As
leaders that perception must be addressed, then we must justify it because
we are holding Offices. (Interjection)

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Members, the final aspect in this regard

is the impact that these activities would have on our populous, on our
society, on the current financial woes, and in this regard I would speak to
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an aspect that I have tried on numerous occasions to address to the
Minister of Finance. It is a question of as to whether his Ministry or the
Minister of Finance has conducted a thorough study of the level of
entrenchment of corruption in our systems, whether we as a country, had a
study or an assessment as to how much corruption actually costs the
populous out there, or how much potentially it has cost us because not all
cases are reported.

These are formal questions that I have put to the Minister. These

questions are not answered but the fact is we do have the evil. The evil
does affect our society. The question is, how much? (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: On a Point of Order Minister of Finance or are you
done?

HON MUHARUKUA: No, not yet.

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Comrade Speaker, I am sorry to
interrupt the Honourable, but I do think that it is a little bit of a
misconception if the Honourable insinuates that a question was not
answered where it actually lapsed.

HON SPEAKER: The questions referred to are the questions you put
forward, the question came from you
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HON MUHARUKUA: Yes.

HON SPEAKER: And were not responded to, am I right?

HON MUHARUKUA: Honourable Speaker, yes they were not
responded to, but the Honourable Minister has just given light that they
have lapsed.

HON SPEAKER: But you knew that is it not?

HON MUHARUKUA: No.

HON SPEAKER: Okay.

HON MUHARUKUA: In fact, wait. In fact I do not want to delve into
an accusation of back and forth, but the reality of the matter is, these
questions have remained for a considerable length of time without
answering them until they lapsed as the Minister said. Honourable
Minister nonetheless the questions have lapsed, but nonetheless the
questions that were put that were not answered until they lapsed were
actually the basis of this very Motion. (Intervention)
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HON SPEAKER: But I think we must draw a distinction. Those
questions were not responded to (Interjections) because for the record I
think it is important that the questions lapsed because they were not
responded to and therefore lapsed for the reasons that we all know. It is
not the first questions in the history of this Parliament that were not
responded to for the reasons that were explained. So we leave that aside,
please continue.

HON MUHARUKUA: Yes Honourable Speaker, no I have. Yes,
(Interjection) yes, we have not or the questions are rather perhaps now
through this Motion maybe the Minister would have that opportunity. Ido
beg the Minister’s pardon we will have an opportunity to respond to that.
The question of as to whether the Ministry of Finance have actually gone
to the extent of assessing the cause of corruption on society because I am
very cognisant of the fact that the President of the Republic, in fact all his
speeches that I have listened to from him, he has made it a point I assume
to make corruption a topic.

The Minister of Finance has similarly in all the Budget motivations that I
have listened to him, he has made corruption a topic. Clearly this is a
topic that should and in my presumption is high up on the national agenda,
and therefore reasonably speaking there should be some sort of assessment
as to in the past 20 years, corruption has costed the nation this much
(Interjection)

HON MEMBER: is costing.

HON MUHARUKUA: Is costing the nation this much and therefore this
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is what we are going to do to ensure that that does not continue to
prejudice us. In fact he can go as far as saying this President’s term this is
how much it potentially cost us, this one is term and there are various
approaches that you can take. These are the things that I do not want to go
to. (Interjection) Honourable Speaker, I am really trying to be nice but I
am being pushed continuously.

Yes Honourable Speaker. In conclusion I want to remind us as leaders
including the Chief Whip of the Ruling Party and Deputy Speaker that, we
must all remember that those who proliferate corruption are also acting
against their own interests, and not only against that of society. We must
join hands. We must gain the moral fortitude to be able to stand together,
clean our hands for those who do not have clean hands if at all, and forge
ahead to ensure that we build an equitable Namibia where things are fair
for everyone and where the resources of the nation are shared equitably
amongst everyone.

Thank you Honourable.

HON SPEAKER: Thank you. Honourable Muharukua before we settle
down, I want to verify something for the sake of accuracy. No let me help
you.

The questions you raised were done at the beginning of the year during the
course of February/April, the questions that we are talking about are part
of the beginning of the year. Just confirm for me whether it is yes or no?

HON MUHARUKUA: Honourable Speaker these questions
(Interjection). these question stand. This questions span, this questions
span, in fact, I asked the questions the first time.
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HON SPEAKER: When?

HON MUHARUKUA: Oh it is (Intervention).

HON SPEAKER: No, but just the month?

HON MUHARUKUA: Well I (Intervention)

HON SPEAKER: Was it April?

HON MUHARUKUA: I put this question first time it lapsed.

HON MEMBER: When.

HON MUHARUKUA: I put it again. “Muatje zako”

HON VENAANI: Well I actually remember (Intervention).
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HON MUHARUKUA: Because like really, the point is the questions
were asked. (Interjection) The point is the questions were not answered
until it so lapsed. Honourable Speaker, I forgot one thing, the object of the
Motion really Honourable (Intervention).

HON SPEAKER: No I am not worried about the Motion, I am trying to
help you (Interjection)

HON MUHARUKUA: Yes.

HON SPEAKER: Because there is a perception. Order! There is a
perception that the questions that were asked during our time when we
were dealing with the Budget and so on have lapsed. I am trying to
reassure you those questions have not lapsed, they will still be dealt with
this coming Thursday. I just want to say. If they were put during the
course of the beginning of the year up to February/April those questions
are still on our Order Paper, and they will be dealt with this coming
Thursday.

HON VENAANI: That is a very strange assurance.

HON SPEAKER: But if those questions we are talking about
(Interjection) were asked last year then definitely those questions have
lapsed.
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HON MUHARUKUA: Honourable Speaker, the question has lapsed last
year. I put it again. In fact the mere fact that the Honourable Minister is
following that particular question, does tell you something.

HON VENAANI: Very good.

HON SPEAKER: Well if you have put the question again this year then
they have not lapsed they should be on our Order Paper.

HON MUHARUKWA: Yes and then still they are not answered that is
what I wanted to say.

HON SPEAKER: No they will be responded to. What I am trying to say
I am not questioning your Motion, I am simply saying as long as they are
on the Order Paper they will be responded to, that is the response I am
trying to give you. Anyway, yes Honourable Minister.

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: On a Point of Order?

HON SPEAKER: Yes.

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Honourable Speaker, if I read the
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Rules correct we must distinguish between giving Notice of a question
and putting the question. The question only remains unanswered if it has
been put.

HON SPEAKER: Yes, yes.

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Right, this question was never put.

HON SPEAKER: Oh, this particular question?

HON MINISTER OF FINANCE: Yes, we got the Notice that it is asked
but it was never put. So I think that is the distinction that we have to take.

Thank you.

HON SPEAKER: Absolutely. Are they on the Order Paper?

HON MUHARUKA: This paper that I have here says 26.09.2017
(Intervention).

HON SPEAKER: No then (Intervention).
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HON MUHARUKUA: No, wait, this is how far these question dates.

HON SPEAKER: Yes.

HON MUHARUKUA: The questions lapsed.

HON SPEAKER: Yes.

HON MUHARUKUA: I put the question again.

HON SPEAKER: This year?

HON MUHARUKUA: Yes. So one, the Minister is right in saying the
question lapsed, it did lapse back then. He is following the question that is
good, and two, perhaps it lapsed intentionally..

I really did not want to go that far. I did not even want to delve into this
discussion, but maybe it was deliberately then that is how he knows, and
then I put the question again. I would be then be accurate in saying that
that question remains unanswered. That is the term I used, I said the
question remains unanswered whether wilfully or still by operation of the
time, I do not know but it is unanswered.
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HON SPEAKER: No, no it could not be wilfully because for the reason
that I explained

HON MUHARUKUA: Obviously not answered.

HON SPEAKER: If the question is on the Order Paper it will be dealt
with. If the question is no longer, if it has lapsed it is lapsed.
(Interjection) Anyway let us make progress.

Any further discussions? Any further discussions on this? Yes Prime
Minister.

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: Honourable Speaker I would like to
(Indistinct) discussion on the Motion until next week Thursday.

HON SPEAKER: Yes, so decided. We pick it up next Thursday.

A Third Notice of a Motion is the one of the Honourable Mbai.
(Interjection) Yes, did the Honourable Member agree that we will take a
break and continue tomorrow in the light of this important event.
Honourable Mbai do you agree?

HON MBAI: Yes Honourable Speaker.
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HON SPEAKER: Thank you very much. That support and cooperation
is much appreciated. For that reason may I request the Right Honourable
Prime Minister to adjourn the House?

RT HON PRIME MINISTER: I Move that the House adjourns until
tomorrow 14:30.

HON_ SPEAKER: Thank you. The House stands adjourned until
tomorrow the usual time.

HOUSE ADJOURNS AT 17:10 UNTIL 2018.06.06. AT 14:30
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